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PREFACE. 

9 

The  letters  collected  ia  this  volume  have  been  received 
with  so  mack  fimmr  by  the  general  public  that  I  am  deaicous 
they  should  lire  a  little  longer  in  the  world*s  notice.  Whether 
they  have  any  value  iu  a  literary  point  of  view  I  am  not 
careful  to  inquire  :  I  shall  value  them  only  by  the  effect  tliey 
may  hare  upon  the  minds  of  my  countrymen;  and  their 
suocess  towards  this  object  must  be  entirely  due  to  that  great 
orgau  of  public  opiuiou  which  created  them,  and  gave  them 
ourrency.  It  is,  to  my  thinking,  no  small  privilege  to  have 
been  allowed  to  take  a  rather  prominent  part  in  the  most 
noteworthy  enterprise  of  our  age.  If  the  treaty  which  has 
just  been  concluded  open  the  interior  of  China  to  AVestern 
oommerce,  it  will  open  it  ako  to  Christianity.  How  long  it 
may  be  before  these  two  elements  of  civilization  leaven  the 
whole  lump,  we  must  not  rashly  reckon ;  but  it  is  Impossible 
that  our  merchants  and  our  missionaries  can  course  up  and 
down  the  inland  waters  of  this  great  region,  and  traiHc  in 
their  cities  and  preach  in  their  villages,  without  wearing  at 
the  crust  of  a  Ohinaman^s  stoical  and  sceptical  conceit. 
The  whole  })resent  system  in  China  is  a  hollow  thing,  with  a 
hard,  brittle  surface :  we  try  in  vain  to  scratch  it ;  but  some 
day  a  happy  blow  will  shiver  it.  It  will  all  go  together.  A 
Ohinaman  has  no  idea  of  surrendering  a  part  to  save  the 
rest.  The  only  question  with  him  is,  how  long  can  it  be 
resisted  1  how  can  it  be  evaded  1   The  shrewdest  among  the 
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Chinese  feel  that  even^tliing  depends  upon  a  steady  and 
unyielding  resistance  to  change.  The  king  of  Cochin, 
whose  work  I  shall  cite  hereafter,  is  in  accord  with  all  the 
goveming  classes  of  China  in  believing  that  concession  is 
always  fatal.  They  who  have  intercourse  with  the  iiiemmtile 
and  emigrating  classes  among  the  Chinese  may  think  they 
see  progress  at  work ;  but  the  brokers  who  deal  with  British 
merchants,  and  the  emigrants  who  come  back  from  Australia 
or  California,  have  no  influence  upon  the  government  of  China. 
Yeh,  and  men  like  Yeh*.are  the  only  exponents  of  imperial 
poliey. 

It  was  this  knowledge  which  induced  me  to  sacrifice  so 

mucli  in  order  to  be  able  to  study  the  character  of  one 
great  Chinese  statewnan.  They  who  read  the  anecdotes  I 
collected  during  my  voyage  in  odmpany  with  this  impartant-y 
but  not  agreeable  personage,  may  see  why  it  is  the  Chinese 
go  on  using  bows  and  arrows,  and  exploding  rusty  match- 
loekfi.  It  is  plain  that  Yeh  is  the  Eldon  of  China— £ldo& 
intensified,  and  omnipresent  and  omnipotaat  in  C^iinese 
olHcial  lile.  It  is  "bows  and  arrows,  and  the  wisdoia  of 
our  ancestors  " — "  no  barbarians,  and  the  Chinese  constitu- 
tion.**  It  is  plain  that  young  China,  from  Singapore  or 
California,  and  even  middle-aged  China,  in  the  person  of  the 
Howquas  and  Minquas,  can  do  nought  against  this  obese 
old  China. 

Lord  Elgin  was  well  rid  of  Yeh.  He  must  be  the  de£|)air 
of  all  diplomacy.     He  is  one  of  those  things  to  which 

nature  has  given  great  inert  force,  and  no  other  power.  ITc 
is  like  a  landslip  or  a  fallen  avalanche,  blocking  up  a  pass. 
Yon  must  tunnel  through  it^  or  you  must  wait  till  it  melta 
away ;  push  it  from  your  path  you  cannot.  It  is  his  duty 
and  his  destiny  to  lie  there,  and  there  he  will  lie.  That 
Taoli,"  of  which  we  read  so  much,  is,  among  its  many- 
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meaniugs,  not  quite  destiny^  but  it  is  something  very  like 
it.  It  c^ea  aj^roaches  to  that  rooted  notion  which  unr 
tatored  minds  mistake  for  oon8oience,'^an  ill-defined  and 

iliiicilui  rule  of  right,  which  they  ure  prepared  to  enforce  by 
the  bloodiest  tjrranny  over  the  weak^  aud  by  passive  resist- 
ance to  the  strong. 

I  have,  in  these  letters,  introduced  no  elaborate  essay 
upon  Chinese  character.    It  is  a  great  omission.    No  theme 

' .  could  be  more  tempting,  no  subject  could  afford  wider  scope 
for  ingenious  hypothesis  profound  generalizationi  and  tiium«- 
phant  dogmatism.  Every  small  critic  will,  probably,  utterly 
despise  me  for  not  having  made  something  out  of  such 
opportunities.    The  truth  is,  that  I  have  written  several 

,  very  fine  characters  for  the  whole  Chinese  raoei  but  having 
the  misfortune  to  have  the  people  under  my  eye  at  the  same 
time  with  my  essay,  they  were  always  saying  something  or 
doing  something  which  rubbed  so  nidely  against  my 
hypothesis^  that  in  the  interest  of  truth  I  burnt  several 
successive  letters.  I  may  add  that  I  have  often  talked  over 
this  matter  with  the  most  eminent  and  candid  sinologues, 
and  have  always  found  them  ready  to  agree  with  me  as  to  the 
impossibility  of  a  Western  mind  forming  a  conoeption  cf 
Chinese  character  as  a  whole.  These  difficulties,  however, 
occur  ouly  to  those  wlio  know  the  Chinese  practically  :  a 
smart  writer,  entirely  ignorant  of  the  subject,  might  readily 
strike  off  a  brilliant  and  antithetical  analysis^  which  should 
leave  nothing  to  be  desired  but  Truth. 

Some  day,  perhaps,  we  may  acquire  the  necessary  know- 
ledge to  give  to  each  of  the  glaring  inconsistencies  of  a 
Chinaman's  mind  its  proper  weight  and  influenoe  in  the 
general  mass.  At  present,  I  at  least  must  be  content  to 
avoid  strict  definitions,  and  to  describe  a  Chinaman  by  his 
most  prominent  qualities. 
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The  Cbmese  pliiloeophers  teach  that  man  is  born  with  a 
per^Bct  nature;  tiiat  is  to  say,  that  men  at  tiieir  birth  are  by 

nature  radically  good.  *•  In  this  they  all  approximate,  bot 
in  practice  they  widely  diverge.  For  if  not  educated,  the 
nataral  character  is  changed,  and  snrronnding  drcnmstanced 
oorrupt  the  perfect  intelligence.**  I  think  I  have  said  in 
these  letters,  that  the  Chiuesej  like  the  Creeks,  have  a  cere- 
monial religion  and  a  thoughtful  philosophy.  The  emperor 
and  his  officials,  following  the  ancient  traditions  of  the 
Chinese  dynasties,  adore  Heaven  and  Earth  ;  the  people  bum 
incense  to  the  Buddhist  idols,  and  all  worship  their  ancestors. 
But  in  their  universities  and  in  their  public  examinations, 
which  are  the  only  portals  to  tank  or  official  power^  they 
teach  no  superstition.  The  Chinaman  can  bow  in  ike 
tem])le  of  Buddha,  or  join  in  the  Latin  Romish  mass,  sacrifice 
to  Heaveu  and  Earth,  or  sit  in  an  American  conventicle^  or 
jnmp  through  the  fiie  with  the  priests  of  perfect  reasoa 
Hanling  the  god  of  rain  out  in  the  sunshine,  to  make 
Lim  feel  how  parched  the  ground  is,  is  a  })ractice  which 
shows  the  cynical  half-belief  with  which  the  Chinaman 
Tegards  his  idola  Their  Confaoianism  comprehends  no 
immortality  in  the  soul,  no  fatnie  rewards  and  panish* 
ments  ;  it  is  a  bai'e  groundwork  upon  which  any  superstitiou 
may  be  embroidered. 

I  was  visiting  a  Buddhist  temple  once  in  oompany  with 
a  remarkably  intelligent  Chinaman,  a  teacher  in  one  of  the 
consulates,  and  who  could  speak  a  little  EnglisL  While  we 
were  there,  a  military  mandarin  of  no  very  high  rank,  but 
a  Tartar,  came  in  and  burnt  a  little  incense.  Having  made 
his  kotoo  to  the  god  of  war,  he  was  going  out,  when  he  saw 
us,  and  availed  himself  of  the  license  common  throughout 
China  of  introducing  himsel£  In  the  usual  form,  he  asked 
my  ^honourable  age,**  then  my honoaraUe  name^"  then 
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when  I  LauiL  as  in  politeness  bound.  nrci|»nxated  tLj2 
•qae^tioD.  I  aaw  i  my  iiev  &ieiid  ^^  as  inciiiied  to  L^pe  * 
little  faMliiM^wilk  the  slangeB.  Henked  bm.  -Howliiqss 
isjoiir.eoimtryf*  and  I  wBvmd,  «^  Hie  BrilUi  cwpm  s 
about  thi*ee  times  an  krge  as  the  eigbteeu  pi\>\iiices  of 
Okioa."  The  mtetproter  looked  inenMaaM,  but  traniitaJ. 
Tiie  Ibittt  eirklenAfy  OMMikt  I  ]»d 

Then  he  asked  me  whether  our  land  was  6:iiitfnL  I 
tmsw  ered,  "  It  was  ueither  rich  as  China  nor  so  j»*>ar  «ft 
Tutarj^"  My  fiaend  was  >  liUte  nettled,  Mid,aaUiO  Chmm 
neaily  always  do  when  tlie3r  want  to  be  iiiicml»  lie  aikad 
why  the  barbarians  do  not  wear  tails.  Tlie  answer  I  give  a 
Chinaman  when  he  asks  tliis  question  is,  that  we  have  never 
been  conquered  by  the  Tartars ;  bat  as  this  would  sot  do 
wiih  a  Tartar,  I  replied,  pointing  to  the  gods,  We  are  of 
the  race  of  your  gods,  and  you  see  they  wear  no  tails.**  I 
thought  I  had  said  rather  a  smart  thing,  but  the  luandariA 
ti^piBg  the  {faster  bead  and  beUy  of  the  hideoot  pot* 
bdlied  idol,  aeked,  And  are  yon  made  of  the  wane  mateciala 
as  your  ancestors  1  "  Both  the  celestials  laughed.  He  had 
not  hesitated  a  moment  to  extricate  himself  at  the  ex)»en86 
<d  the  god  to  whioh  he  had  juat  been  sacrificing,  and  I  foond 
I  had  <<can(^  a  Tartar."  One  of  the  Jeaait  miasionariea 
tells  nsaYery  similar  anecdote  illustrative  of  a  Chinaman's 
small  respect  for  his  gods.  Seeing  a  priest  smoking  his 
faeficoe  the  inuge  of  Xam*ti|  he  remonstrated  with  him 
for  want  of  reepeet  to  Ins  own  idol.  ^'Nay,**  said  the 
priest,  "  Xam-ti  smokes  his  jossticks  (incense),  and  is  glad 
enough  to  get  them,  why  should  he  think  it  an  indignity  to 
lum  that  I  smoke  my  tobacco  f " 
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The  Genoese  have  a  proverb,  "  He  lies  like  a  tootb- 
drawer  ;  "  no  doubt  a  Greek,  or  a  tooth-drawer^  or  an  Italiaii 
pktnie-dealer  will  tell  lies ;  bat  he  knows  that  he  is  doing 
a  nuau,  dirty  thing,  and  that  lie  at  least  ought  to  be 
ashamed  if  he  is  found  out.  He  knows  tliat  lying  is  in  the 
abflEtract  a  public  offence  reprobated  by  all  men.  John 
Chinaman  is  taught  no  such  sentiment.  With  him  a  par- 
ticular lie  is  a  particular  offence  to  the  party  lied  to  ;  but 
lying  itself  is  a  lawful  thing.  It  is  with  him  what  a  smart 
repairtee  is  with  us.  The  immediate  recipient  may  wince 
and  retort ;  but  the  world  applauds,  and  the  sayer  of  the 
bon-mot  chuckles.  John  Smith  assures  you  that  leather  has 
risen  to  such  a  fabulous  price  that  he  is  obliged  to  charge 
you  five  pounds  for  a  pair  of  boots^  and  is  at  that  pxice 
conmderably  out  of  pocket.  Now  you  know,  and  John 
Smith  knows,  that  this  is  a  monosyllabic  mistake ;  but  if 
you  roughly  tell  John  Smith  he  is  a  liar,  he  will  infallibly 
raise  his  tradesman  fist  and  fell  you.  So  in  weaker  degree 
Simonides  or  Mendosa  would  feel  it  necessaiy  to  affect  to  be 
unjustly  treated  if  you  call  them  habitual  liars.  But  if  you 
say  the  same  thing  to  a  Chinaman^  you  arouse  in  him  no  sense 
of  outrage,  no  sentiment  of  degradation.  He  does  not  deny 
the  fact.  His  answer  is,  **I  should  not  dare  to  lie  to  yom* 
excellency."'  To  say  to  a  Chinaman,  You  are  an  habitual 
liar,  and  you  are  meditating  a  lie  at  this  moment,"  is  like 
saying  to  an  Englishman,  You  are  a  confirmed  punster, 
and  I  am  satisfied  you  have  some  horrible  pun  in  your  head 
at  this  moment." 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  about  Chinese  pdiiteneSL 
There  is  no  nation  in  which  in  public  places  you  see  habi- 
tually  so  little  of  it.  The  Chinese  peasant  Las  no  notion  of 
courtesy.  He  never  makes  you  a  salutation  in  passing  ;  he 
never  moyes  out  of  your  way,  or  evea  deflects  from  liia 


Digitized  by  Google 


ntEFACE.  si 

afcny^^  eouxae;  without  loo^dng  to  see  whether  joxl  will  get 
of  hb  way.   The  hi^ w  dasBes  keep  all  their  poHieneaB 

for  great  occasions.  For  those  occasions  they  have  a  ritual  of 
ceremouies,  and  this  ritual  is  a  sharp  satire  upon  their  daily 
pnctioe.  As  their  stage  plays  recall  the  events  of  eartiiict 
dynasties,  so  their  ceremonial  politeness  are  histrionic  repre- 
sentations of  extiuct  virtues.  Huiiuuiity,  self-denial,  and 
that  true  courtesy  which  teaches  Western  nations  that  it  is 
n,  part  of  personal  dignity  to  respect  the  fedings  of  othen^ 
i$  Ja  CSiina  dead  in  ^EMst,  and  alive  only  in  pantomime.  The 
life  and  state  papers  of  a  Chinese  statesman,  like  the  Con- 
fessions of  Kousseau,  abound  in  the  £uest  sentiments  and  the 
ibulest  deeds.  He  eats  off  ten  thousand  heads^  and  cites  a 
passage  from  Meneins  about  the  sanctity  of  h»an  He 
pockets  the  money  given  him  to  repair  an  embankment,  and 
thus  inundates  a  province;  and  he  deplores  the  land  lost 
to  the  cnltlTator  the  soil.  He  makes  a  treaify  which  he 
secretly  declares  to  he  only  a  deception  fat  the  moment, 
and  ho  exclaims  against  the  crime  of  perjury.  The 
meaner  sort  imitate  at  a  distance  the  same  qualities.  They 
will  pnt  yoa  to  death  if  you  innocently  cause  a  death,  yet 
ihoy  will  not  draw  a  struggling  man  out  of  the  water,  becauso 
it  would  spoil  such  a  capital  joke.  A  Chinaman  laughs  when 
he  tells  you  of  tlie  death  of  his  most  intimate  friend — 
mean  aoqnaintanee,  for  John  Chinaman  does  not  know 
what  iriendiiiip  means.  Mr.  Meadows,  who  is  always  an 
unwilling  witness  against  the  Chinese,  tells  us  of  a  Chinaman 
who  laughed  until  he  held  his  sides,  when  telling  of  the 
fiinny  death  of  his  most  cooBtant  companion. 

Yet  there  is  one  virtue  left  in  China.  We  say  of  an 
unhealthy  man,  that  he  is  "run  to  belly ;  "  of  an  unpro- 
ductive crop^  "  that  it  is  run  to  stalk  : "  so  Chinese  morality 
aalfem  emadation  in  all  its  parts  hut  one,  in  order  to  swell 
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and  fatten  that  one  to  unnatural  magnitude.  It  expands 
a  single  duty  and  a  single  sentiment  into  a  code  of  moi'ais 
and  a  syBlseia  of  religion.  The  on!  j  god  of  a  Chinaroan  is 
our  &t  friend  Paterfamilias.  If  ibe  &et  of  paterai^ 
operated  to  purify  a  man's  mind  and  make  liiin  just  to 
all  men,  this  would  be  as  good  a  heathenism  as  we  could 
liope  to  find  Bat  when  opportnnitiet  offisr,  a  Chinaman 
prefers  to  sacrifice  to  his  ancestors  **  other  people  s  goods, 
and  it  is  consistent  with  all  experience  that  the  same  in- 
dividuid  may  be  a  most  obedient  son  and  a  most  noxious 
raffian. 

We  are  told  by  a  rec^ved  authority  on  Chinese  ethks, 
that  the  morality  of  the  Chinese  is  the  morality  of  the 
Decalogue,  and  that  in  Confucius  we  find  the  fundamental  ' 
Ohristiaa  command,  ^  Do  unto  all  men  that  ye  would  that 
they  should  do  nnto  you."   Bo^  these  positions  are,  to  { 
speak  mildly  of  them,  inaccurate.  Wliatever  may  be  twisted 
&om  the  books  by  Western  commentators,  a  Chinaman  has 
no  notion  of  duty  bey<md  the  sphere  of  his  own  &mi^» 
wherein,  for  form's  sake,  the  prince  is  included.   Of  course 
he  knows  that  it  is  dangerous  to  steal  or  to  commit  mui*der, 
and  in  commercial  transactions  you  may  trust  to  a  China- 
manVi  knowledge  that  honesty  is  the  best  poliaty,  and  that 
he  must  not lose  face  ^  among  those  with  whom  he  deals ; 
but  I  cannot  £nd  that  robbery  or  piracy  is  looked  u^)on 
as  a  disgraceful  profession,or  that  a  man  in  high  office  who 
has  embezcled  a  few  miliiong  of  taeis  is  a  disrepataUe  { 
person.    We  have  just  seen  an  instance  in  one  of  our  own 
settlements,  of  a  Tartar  who  was  supposed  to  have  accumu- 
lated four  hundred  thousand  taels  by  unscrupulous  extor-  j 
tion:  the  Chinese  govenunent  took  away  two  hundred 
thonsMid,  and  removed  him  to  another  province.    This  man  I 
is  a  useful  sponge,  to  be  squeezed  occasionally, — not  a 
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discreditable  person  to  be  punished  and  didmiased.  Tlie 
(feffenoee  which  the  law  of  nattixe  points  oat  as  orinies  are 
not  in  Chinese  ethios  offences  against  Heaven  or  against  the 

state,  but  only  offences  against  tlic  individual.  No  Chinaman 
ever  yet  thought  that  by  stealing  or  beaiiug  false  ^vitness 
be  was  offi^ndiag  against  the  King  of  heaven  or  Buddha^ 

So  with  respect  to  the  suggestion  that  the  great  precept 
of  Christianity  is  to  be  iouud  in  Confucius.  The  Chinese 
philosopher  goes  only  half-way  ;  he  says,  Do  not  do  to 
othen  what  you  would  not  have  done  to  you."  Our  great 
Teacher  comprehends  in  one  short  sentence  an  adm<8ution 
against  offences,  and  a  complete  code  of  duties.  The  Chinese 
philosopher  stops  short  when  he  has  forbidden  crimes. 

It  is  not  always  safe  to  foretell  a  man*8  actions  by  refer* 
ence  to  his  theoretical  opinions  ;  and  when  I  am  tempted  to 
speak  of  Chinamen  as  ^^/'ac^/ca?^?/  destitute  of  honour  and 
honesty,  I  am  warned  from  my  general  proposition  by  the 
&cts  that  GhinamOT  have  been  foond  to  sell  their  lives  for 
the  benefit  of  their  fiimily,  and  that  large  suns  of  money 
are  annually  intrusted  by  European  merchants  to  Chiuaiijen, 
who  go  up  the  country  to  purchase  teas  and  silks  upon  com- 
missions^ which  are  always  faithfully  executed*  We  must 
noty  however,  expect  to  find  that  in  a  people  educated  aa 
the  Chinese  have  been,  those  higher  principles  of  conduct 
which  govern  us  are  prevalent  or  to  be  counted  on.  We 
must  not  in  dealing  with  them  £U1  into  the  error  of  sup- 
posing that  words  are  things,  or  that  our  morality  is  their 
morality.  Material  guarantees  and  present  force,  or  obvious 
self-interest,  are  the  only  bonds  that  will  certainly  bind  them. 

I  am  tempted  to  quote  a  state  paper  confinnatoiy  of 
Bome  of  the  (foregoing  observations.  It  was  found  among 
Yeh's  archives,  and  is  a  report  addressed  to  the  emperor  in 
1842y  by  Kei-ying,  at  that  time  engaged  in  negotiations  with 
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the  English.  It  throws  some  light  upoa  the  nature  of 
Ohinese  ciyilization,  so  &r  as  that  word  may  be  snppofled  to 
ccmpnkend  good  fiutli  and  a  respect  for  women.  Kei-ying 
says  : — 

"  Right,  as  it  doubtless  is,  to  act  on  them  [the  barbarians] 
by  &ir  dealings^  it  is  yet  more  needfol  to  keep  them  kt 
hand  by  stratagem. 

"  It  is  the  wont  of  the  barbarians  to  make  much  of  their 
women.  Whenever  the  visitor  is  a  person  of  distinction, 
ihs  wifb  is  sare  to  come  out  to  receive  him.  In  the  case  of 
the  American  barbarian  Parker,  and  the  French  barbarian 
Lagrene,  for  instance,  both  of  them  have  brought  their" 
foreign  wives  with  them  ;  and  when  your  slave  has  gone  to 
their  foreign  residence  npon  business,  these  foreign  women 
hove  appeared  and  sainted  him.  Tour  slave  was  confounded 
and  ill  at  ease,  while  they,  on  the  contrary,  were  greatly 
deliorhted  at  the  honour  done  them, 

^The  truth  ia^  that  it  is  not  possible  to  regulate  the 
customs  of  the  Western  state  by  the  ceremonial  of  China, 
and  to  break  out  in  rebuke,  while  it  would  do  nothing  to 
cleave  their  dulness,  might  chance  to  give  rise  to  suspicion 
and  ill-feeling.  With  the  English  barbarians  the  ruler  is  a 
ftmale;  with  i^e  American  and  French  a  male.  The 
English  and  French  rulers  reign  for  life,  the  American  is 
elected  by  his  countrymen,  and  is  changed  once  in  four 
years ;  and  when  he  retires  fbom  his  throne,  he  takes  rank 
with  the  non-official  classes. 

"  With  a  people  so  uncivilized  as  they  are,  blindly  unin- 
telligent in  styles  and  modes  of  address,  a  tenacity  of  forms 
in  official  correspondence  such  as  would  duly  take  places  iibe 
superior  above  and  the  inferior  below,  would  be  a  riving  of 
the  tongue  and  a  blistering  of  the  lips.  The  only  course,  in 
that  case,  would  be  to  affect  to  be  deaf  to  it.  Instead, 
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therefore,  of  a  contest  about  empty  names, — wiiicii  cau  be  of 
no  practical  utility, — it  lisui  been  held  better  to  paas  by 
minor  details  while  following  out  a  great  policy.** 

Upon  this  report  there  is  an  imperial  comment,  written 
by  the  vermilion  [>cncil  :— 

It  vaa  the  only  proper  arrangement  to  be  made.  We 
understand  the  whole  question." 

The  shrewd  Tartar  who  made  this  report  to  his  emperor 
takes  a  much  more  sensible  view  of  the  proper  method  of 
maintaining  intercourse  between  the  authorities  of  the  two 
nations  than  has  been  generally  takeii  by  our  officials.  It 
is  the  policy  which  I  advocated  in  these  letters  long  before 
I  had  seen  the  document  just  quoted.  If  we  had  sometimes 
*^  affected  to  be  deaf," — ^if  we  had  avoided  "  contests  about 
empty  names/' — if  we  had  passed  by  minor  details  and 
followed  out  a  great  policy,  our  dealings  with  this  country 
would  not  be  so  one-sided  as  they  now  are.  The  Chinese 
^orantly  believe  that  their  true  policy  is  to  sell  and  not  to 
buy,  and  that  policy  they  have  Litlierto,  to  our  great  incon- 
venience, succeeded  in  carrying  out. 

This  paper  may  also  instruct  us  that  we  have  very  mudi 
underrated  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  Chinese  of 
foreign  countries.  The  normal  Chinese  mandarin — whereof 
Yeh  is  the  living  type — ^may  be  contentedly  ignorant  of 
everything  but  his  own  vague  and  barren  philosophy ;  but 
men  like  Kei-ying  always  crop  up  when  occasion  calls  them 
foi*th ;  and  although  we  do  not,  at  present,  know  them  by 
name,  we  may  guess  £rom  antecedent  £ACts  that  there  is  a 
reform  party  even  at  Pekin.  A  very  eminent  Chinese 
statesman,  with  whom  we  often  came  in  contact,  collected 
and  published,  some  years  ago,  a  universal  geography,  which 
is  described  to  me  as  by  no  means  contemptible  in  its 
execution. 
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It  is  a  common  belief  among  tbe  English ^  tliat  the  Chinese 
are  ill-iuformed  as  to  the  events  that  pass  upon  the  coast, 
and  that  the  officials  conceal  all  their  reverses  from  the 
emperor.  The  papers  which  have  fallen  into  our  hands  at 
the  capture  of  Yeh  will  disabuse  ns  of  many  errors  on  the 
subject  of  China,  and  of  this  amoug  others.  Mr.  Wade  is 
at  present,  witli  laborious  zeal,  sinking  shafts  and  driving 
adits  through  this  formidable  mass :  but  awaiting  these  more 
perfect  revelations,  I  cannot  resist  citing  in  this  place  a  rojal 
work,  which  shows  how  closely  a  king  of  Cochiu-Chiua  reads 
his  history,  and  how  little  good  his  studies  do  him. 

Yuen  Euh-siuen,  Mr*  Wade  explains,  ascended  the  throne 
ci  Cochin-China  in  January,  1841  ;  receiving  his  investiture 
the  following  year  from  the  emperor  of  China,  accoj'diiig  to 
custom.  In  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign  he  completed  a 
^  Supnmary  of  the  Histories  of  the  Bynasties  by  the  hand  of 
Royalty."  This  is  very  succinct.  The  story  of  from  thirty 
to  forty  centuries  preceding  the  invasion  of  the  Manchus  is 
packed  into  two  chapterst,  of  some  forty  pages  each ;  the 
proceedings  of  the  Manchus  themselves  up  to  1847  occupy 
the  third  and  last  chapter ;  aud  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  two  and  a  half  of  its  forty-two  pages  are  devoted  to  a 
oondenmatioQ  of  the  errors  the  royal  author  conceives  the 
court  of  Peking  to  have  committed  in  over-condescension  to 
the  English  barbarians  in  181G  and  1842. 

The  book  is  written  with  the  usual  pretension  of  like 
works  in  China.  It  is  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  Bayle's  " 
Dictionary;  the  chronide  proper,  in  elaborate  style  and 
large  text ;  the  commentary,  in  double  columns  of  small  type, 
and  more  diffuse.  The  copy  in  Mr.  Wade's  possession  was 
obtained  in  Cochin-China  by  a  Erench  missionary,  about  the 
beginning  of  1849,  two  years  after  the  death  of  the  royal 
writer. 
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After  an  unusually  detailed  account  of  the  aerions  attempt 
made  on  Peking^  in  Kia  K^ing's  reign^  by  the  W lute  Lilj 
faction,  the  chronicle  proceeds : — 

(Text.)— What  do  we  hear  %  An  enToy  comiDg  in  firam 
the  outer  nation  YhigkUi  [England],  deceives  the  emperor ; 
presented,  he  keeps  his  person  erect,  and  departs  without 
performiiig  any  oheisanoe.  Is  this  the  form  of  things  that 
should  he  ) 

(Commentary.)—"  In  the  20th  year  of  Kia  K4iig  [1815-16], 
an  envoy,  with  tribute  from  England,  axrivcd  at  T^ien- 
tsuu  Sugogheh  and  Kwang  Hwui  were  commanded  to 
signify  to  him  that  the  emperor  was  pleased  to  hestow  on 
him  a  banquet.  They  desired  him  to  return  thanks  for 
it,  falling  on  his  knees  thrice,  and  striking  liis  head 
nine  times,  as  the  rite  requires ;  which  done  he  was  to 

,  enter  the  capital  The  envoy  refused.  Sugof^eh  and  his 
colleague  attempted  to  consti-ain  him,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed, and  without  representation  on  the  subject  brought 
him  on  at  once.  When  he  reached  thecaptaly  Hoshiht'ai 
was  commanded  to  exerdse  him  in  the  ceremony  [«a,  of 

,  prostration] ;  but  the  envoy  said  he  was  quite  perfect  in  it 
and  when  presented  would  be  sure  to  be  able  to  perform 
it  according  to  the  rite.  Hoshiht'ai,  believing  his  words, 
Iiastened  to  apply  to  the  emperor  fer  permission  to  intro- 
duce him.  But  when  the  day  came  on  which  the  emperor 
desired  him  to  appear,  the  envoy  made  no  obeisance  [or 
did  not  salute,  did  not  pay  his  respects],  hut  departed. 
The  emperor  thrice  inquired  for  him,  and  Heshihi'ai 
thrice  replied  that  he  was  ill.  The  emperor,  enraged,  com- 
manded a  physician  to  visit  the  envoy  j  but  the  envoy  was 
already  gone  some  distance.  He  was  pursued  to  Kwaug 
Tung,  and  there  escorted  on  hoard  the  ship  in  which  he 
returned  to  his  country.    Now  the  emperor  of  China  is 
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Hhe  oomBKm  roler  of  the  ewpm ;  Ikif^and  it  a  nngle, 

small  barbarian  state  :  and  was  it  the  form  of  things  that 
should  be,  that  whea  the  envoy  of  the  latter  gave  himself 
flQok  aim  as  ihaBe,  tha  govmuau&t  of  Chiiia»  io  fur  £rom 
htOBg  able  to  penuh  hw  crime,  ehould  aetiMlly  go  the 

length  of  escorting  Idra  lioine  ?  Herein  we  find  the  origin 
of  the  piide  and  intractability  of  the  barbarians  of  the 
seas* 

(TsxT.) — ^  The  efibot  of  Om  was  beqneathied  io  the  pre- 
sent day.  Thi  Kwang  being  emperor,  the  Yiug  [English] 
Itarbftnanfl  crossed  the  sea,  and  made  incnrsions  into  seven 
piofviiieesi  Widiely  and  iiiadly  did  they  kill  and  alay. 
Boring  three  yeairs  they  were  not  suppressed.  So  &r  ftom 
it,  there  was  a  tendering  of  bribes  and  treating  for  peace  ;  a 
eattiBg  off  o£  temtory  to  be  presented  to  people.  In  what 
xw|ie0t  did  this  difilu*  from  the  ^MmMs  worda,  and  rtcft 
Sti^*  of  'Kkn  Tsang,  of  the  Sung  dynasty,  to  the  Kin  [Tar- 
tars] ?  And  will  not  the  feebleness  of  his  power  in  the 
2^  year  of  Jin  Xrang^  of  the  T^ing  dynasty^  Indng  diamdit 
upon  bis  pvedeoessors  of  the  Tsing  ? 

(Commentary.) — "  In  the  commerce  of  the  English  with  the 
men  of  the  Tsing  [the  Chinese],  their  only  piroht  was  on 
Ofbaau  The  men  of  Xaing  had  been  nindi  injiired  by  it 
finaiHee  bad  beoi  broken  upy  estates  rained,  life  lost^  health 
destroyed ;  so  great  was  its  mischief.  In  the  20th  year 
of  T^  Kwang,  the  emperor  of  the  Tsing  issued  an  inter- 
diot  against  it^  ordaining  that  offiniders  domld  be  pat  to 
•  death  and  their  property  ooDsfiscated.  lin  Tflih-sii  iras 
made  governor-general  of  the  Two  Kwang  to  take  order 
with  the  English  barbarians,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
opium  trade.  TsihHsii  [sc,  Ian]  from  the  time  of  his 
aniwd  showed  himsdf  pnre  and  determined.  Of  the 
English  bai'bai  ians  he  merely  demanded  the  whole  of  their 
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ojiium,  wliicli,  when  lie  bad  received,  lie  destroyed,  and 
hQ  ttiade  a  prisoner  of  tboir  cliiei^  thinking  hy  these  means 
to  insure  the  submisiiou  of  the  outer  naiiona.  The 
English  barbarians,  however,  were  proud  and  intraetable, 
4ind,  excelling  in  fighting  on  the  water,  they  put  to  sea  in 
Yeasela  of  war.  Tliey  iirst  invaded  Kwang  Tung,  giving 
ont  that  the  property  of  English  merchants  had  been 
seized  without  a  cause,  and  demanding  foil  compensation. 
The  refusal  of  the  men  of  Tsing  brought  on  war  ;  Kibhen 
xeplaced  Lin  Tsili-gii,  who,  for  receiving  the  opium,  aad 
aeieing  the  barbariaa  ehie^  was  found  guilty  of  causing 
war  in  a  frontier  jurisdiction.  Kishen  loved  money,  and 
having  taken  bribes  of  the  English  barbarians,  agreed  in 
the  furst  place  to  give  them  a  portion  of  territory,  and 
piivily  entertained  relations  with  the  outer  barbarians. 
Tlic  matter  coming  to  light,  the  emperor  of  the  Tsing 
refused  his  sanction  ;  seized  Xisiien  and  put  him  to  death,* 
and  the  English  barbarians^  alleging  a  breach  of  £Bkith  in 
respect  of  the  territory  set  apart  for  them,  invaded  the 

country  in  great  force,  spreading  like  a  Hood  over  the 
sevenf  provinces  of  Fuh  Kien,  Oheh  Kiang,  8han  Tung, 
Ohih  Li,  Eiaog  Su,  and  Shing  King  [Manchuria],  Ting- 
hai,  Ghin-hai,  Ning  po,  Oha-po,  Chusan,  and  the  Tiger's 
Gate  [Bocca  Tigris],  were  lost,  oue  after  the  other.  The 
admiral  K.wau  T'ien-pei,  the  governor-general  Yiikien,  and  , 
and  some  tens  of  high  ofi&oers  besides,  £^  in  battle.  The  / 
calamities  <^  war  lasted  three  years  without  any  one  being 
able  to  bring  matters  to  an  end  ;  everything  was  in  the 
greatest  confuaion,  when,  as  a  last  resource,  Uipu,  Kiying, 

*  Kisheu  was  sentenced  to  death,  but  lived  to  rise  and  fall  once  and 
^ain.  He  died  at  last  in  1855,  wagiog  war  against  the  T'ai  P'iog 
insurg^tB  in  Kiang  Su.  # 

■I*  Seven  indndin^  Kwaog  Toog  above  named.  We  did  not  invade 
'SiMn  Tttttg^  CSiih  Iii,  or  Manohurla. 

b  2 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


XX 


PBEFACB. 


and  Niukien  proposed  to  the  em2:)eror  of  tlie  Tsing  to 
allow  ti*ade  at  Kwang  cbau  [Canton],  Fub-chau,  Hia-muiL 
[Amoy]^  and  Shang-hai  as  beforei  and  to  give  Hongkong 
to  the  English  barbarians  for  ever.    These  further  ex- 
torted 21,000^000  dollars  as  com})eiisation  in  full  for  their 
merchandise,  and  tbeir  expenses  for  all  the  years  that 
troops  had  been  employed,  before  they  vronld  treat  of 
peace.    The  emperor  of  the  Tung,  having  no  alternative 
but  to  consent  to  what  tbey  required,  engaged  to  pay  the 
full  amount  of  the  compensation  in  three  annual  instal- 
ments^ daring  the  years  kwd'mau  [1844],  ^Mi^-^in[184d]y 
and  yih-tsz^  [1846].    They  then  went  so  far  as  to  exact  a 
record  of  bis  assent  in  the  handwriting  of  the  emperor  of 
the  Tsing ;  and  though  their  language  was  most  arrogant 
and  disrespectful,  the  emperor  of  the  Tsing  stooped  to 
accede  to  everything  they  demanded. 
^'In  what  then  did  his  course,  as  abuyCi  differ  from  the 
*  kumbh  vfords  and  rMh  gifts*  of  his  majesty  K^u,  of  the 
Sung  dynasty,  to  the  Kin  [Tartars]  1   Be  it  that  Lin 
Tsih-sii  was  not  sufficiently  strict,  and  did  not  caUsse  the 
barbarians  to  be  expelled  ;  further,  that  by  taking  tlieir 
opinm  and  destroying  it  he  gave  them  something  to  lay 
hold  of  as  a  grievance,  and  that  so  in  process  of  time  he  /* 
did  bring  war  upon  the  frontiers ;  the  real  cause  of  the 
evil,  nevertheless,  will  be  found  to  be  simply  that  the 
policy  handed  down  by  Kia  K^g  was  bad.*' 
This  is  a  very  fair  historical  account  of  the  transactions 
whereof  it  treats.    If  George  III.  could  come  to  life  and 
write  a  history  of  the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts^  we  may  imagine  that  the  spirit  of  the  narrative  would 
not  be  very  different. 

•  It  is  from  the  Chinese  writings  composed  for  circulation 
among  themselves  that  we  can  best  judge  the  temper  and 
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tbe.prejadices  of  the  people  with  vliom  we  luiTe  to  deaL 

If  we  trust  to  conversation,  or  to  papers  addressed  to  us,  we 
cannot  but  go  wrong. 

While  I  write  this  preface,  a  telegram  tells  us  that  Lord  - 
Elgin's  work  has  been  done.   The  tenns  of  the  treaty  are 

settled ;  the  exercise  of  the  Christian  religion  is  placed  under 
imperial  protection,  the  ports  are  opened,  and  China,  through 
agents  resident  at  Pekin,  enters  into  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  Western  world.  The  great  opportunity  we  have 
sought  is  now  open  before  us. 

Lord  Elgin,  in  his  reply  to  the  address  of  the  merchants 
of  Shanghai,  thus  wisely  counsels  his  countrymen  as  to  their 
futore  action.    He  says  : — 

"  I  found  myself,  on  my  arrival  iu  this  countiy,  compelled 
to  act  in  a  great  measure  oix  my  own  judgment.  I  accepted 
this  tasky  as  in  duty  bound,  without  hesitation ;  but  not,  I 
hope,  without  a  due  sense  of  the  responsibility  attaching  to 
an  agent,  who,  iu  a  distant  land,  beyond  the  reach  of  advice, 
and  iu  circumstances  of  unusual  di£ticulty,  hnds  himself  the 
guardian  of  the  good  name  and  interests  of  a  great  Christian 
nalion. 

"In  my  communications  with  the  functionaries  of  the 
Chinese  govemmenti  I  have  been  guided  by  two  simple  rules 
of  action.  I  have  never  preferred  a  demand  which  I  did  not 
believe  to  be  both  moderate  and  juat,  and  from  a  demand  so 
pi*eferred  I  have  never  receded.  These  principles  dictated 
the  policy  which  resulted  in  the  capture  and  occupation 
of  Canton.  These  same  principles  will  be  followed  by  me, 
with  the  same  determination,  to  their  results,  if  it  should 
be  necessary  to  repeat  the  experiment  in  the  vicinity  ot 
the  capital  of  the  emperor  of  China. 

"  It  is  matter  for  me  of  the  highest  gratification  to  know, 
that  in  pursuing  this  policy  of  combined  moderation  and 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


XZn  PREFACE. 

firmness,  I  can  count  not  only  on  tlie  hearty  co-operation 

and  active  support  of  the  representative  of  his  impei  ial 
majesty  the  emperor  of  the  ^French,  but  also  on  bhe  good- 
will and  qrmpatliy  of  the  representatives  of  other  gxeat  and 
powerful  nations  interestd  with  onrselTes  in  extending  the 
area  of  Christian  civil i/ation,  and  multiplying  those  com- 
mercial ties  which  are  destined  to  bind  the  East  and  West 
together  in  the  bonds  of  mntual  advantage. 

''One  word,  gentlemen,  in  conclnsion,  as  to  the  parts 
which  we  have  respectively  to  play  in  this  important  work, 
and  moi*e  especially  with  reference  to  the  last  sentence  of 
your  address,  in  which  you  express  the  trust  that  the  result 
of  my  exertions  may  be  '  more  fully  to  develop  the  vast 
resources  of  China,  and  to  extend  among  the  people  the 
elevating  influences  of  a  higher  civilization.' 

^The  expectations  held  out  to  British  manufacturers  at 
the  close  of  the  last  war  between  Great  Britain  and  China, 
when  they  were  told  that  a  new  world  was  opened  to  their 
trade,  so  vast  that  all  the  mills  in  Lancashire  could  not 
make  stocking-stuff  sufficient  for  one  of  its  provinces,  have 
not  been  realized  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  when  force  and 
diplomacy  shall  have  done  all  that  they  can  legitimately 
effect,  the  work  which  has  to  he  accomplished  in  China  wiU 
\  be  but  at  its  commencement. 

"  When  the  barriers  which  prevent  free  access  to  the 
interior  of  the  country  shall  have  been  removed,  the  Chris- 
tian civilization  of  the  West  will  find  itself  &oe  to  face  not 
with  barbarism  but  with  an  ancient  civilization  in  many 
respects  effete  and  imperfect ;  but  in  others  not  without 
claims  to  our  sympathy  and  respect.  In  the  rivalry  which 
will  then  ensue,  Christian  civilization  will  have  to  win  its 
way  among  a  sceptical  and  ingenious  people,  by  making  it 
mauifcbb  that  a  luith  which  reaches  to  heaven  furnishes 
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better  gnaiantees  fi»r  public  and  private  moialitj  than  one 
irlueh  does  not  rise  above  the  earth. 

*At  the  same  time  the  macbiua-factuiini'  West  will  l>e 
m  presence  of  a  populatiou  the  most  uniyersallj  and  labori- 
oobIj  mannfactoring  any  on  the  earth.  It  can  achieve  * 
victoiies  in  the  contest  in  which  it  will  have  to  engage  only 
by  proving  that  physical  knowledge  and  mechanical  skill  ' 
applied  to  the  arts  of  production  are  more  than  a  match 
for  the  most  persevering  efforts  of  nnacientifio  industry. 

"  This  is  the  task  which  is  before  you,  and  towards  the 
accum])lishment  of  whicli,  within  the  sphere  of  my  duty,  I 
shall  rejoice  to  co-operate." 

If  I  may  add  a  phrase  as  to  the  intention  and  execation 
of  these  letters,  I  would  say^  that  upon  arriving  in  the 
country  I  anxiously  discarded  all  Europe-bred  opinions,  and 
applied  myself  earnestly  to  the  collection  of  facts  before  I 
indulged  in  any  new  belief.  It  was  only  by  alow  gradations 
that  a  fall  conception  of  the  enormous  future  which  this 
Eastern  Asia  may  be  made  to  open  to  the  commercial 
thousands  and  to  the  labouring  millions  of  my  countrymen, 
became  fixed  in  my  mind,  and  was  allowed  to  appear  in  my 
correspondence.  Always  earnestly  occupied  by  this  serious 
object,  perhaps  I  ought  to  apologize  for  the  levity  of  style 
in  which  many  of  these  letters  are  written.  But  a  public 
writer  must  strive  to  amuse  if  he  is  earnest  to  instruct.  I 
had  the  example  of  the  Chinese  before  me,  who  tie  rockets  ' 
to  the  end  of  their  rough  bamboo  spears,  and  give  impulse 
to  the  weapon  while  they  make  their  arrows  sparkle  as 
they  fly. 

O.  W.  C. 

2,  Brick  Court,  Temple, 
August  23,  I6ud. 
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CilAPTER  I. 

THS   JOURNEY  OUT. 

The  Aden  nears  Hongkong — A  Glance  Backwards  to  the  Desert — 
The  Pyramids — Aden — Ceylou — A  Nocturnrxl  Visit — Penang — Fir.^t 
View  of  a  Chinese  Population — The  Penaug  Waterfall — Advantages 
iiud  Disadvantages  of  Peuang  as  a  Sanatorium — Singapore. 

On  Board  the  Aden,  Ma^f  21,  1857. 
To-UORROW,  we  are  told,  we  shall  see  the  coast  of  China. 
By  "  we  *'  I  mean  that  portion  of  the  Chinese  expedition 
'which  pursues  its  straightforward  course  to  Hougkong,  &r 
General  Ashbumham  and  his  suite  left  us  at  Suez,  and  go 
round  by  Bombay.  The  little  sharp-nosed  Aden  has  made 
a  passage  like  the  flight  of  a  bird.  She  is  rather  lively  and 
sportive,  and  even  now  is  playfully  resenting  the  affiront  of 
H  passing  squall  in  a  manner  which  makes  writing  a  diffi- 
culty ;  but  every  one  on  board  agrees,  that  for  speed  and 
beauty  she  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  When  the  north- 
east monsoon  blows  hard  in  our  teeth,  and  passing  squalls 
deluge  us  with  nun  and  stifle  us  with  spray,  and  drive  us 
below,  and  when  the  ports  are  screwed  tight,  and  we  suffo- 
cate in  the  sultry  night,  and  are  rattled  about  in  our  cabins 
like  pills  in  a  pill-box,  we  groan  heavily,  and  even  '  cajitaius 
and  colonels,  and  kiiights-at-arnis  "  are  sad  and  miserable, 
But  let  us  still,  althougli  longing  to  escape  from  her,  speak 
well  of  the  ship  that  bears  us  swiftly  to  the  land,  and  let 
us  speak  well  also  of  the  careful  and  courteous  sailor  who 
coniniands  her,  and  watches  her  as  a  father  watches  the 
gambols  of  his  favourite  child.    And  now  the  cveuts  ot 
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"what  is  facetiously  called  the  "overland  journey"  are 
nearly  over.  It  is  such  a  pleasant  thing  to  have  climbed 
the  Great  Pyramid""  under  a  noonday  sun,  and  looked  upon 
the  Libyan  desert  with  expectation  of  an  impending  sun- 
stroke. It  is  well  to  have  lain  gasping  on  the  deck  as  the 
ship  glided  through  that  breezeless  Bed  Sea^  and  to  have 
looked  languidly  on  the  range  of  anottnt  Sinai  and  the  port 
of  Mecca.t  It  is  a  comfort  to  know  that  Aden  looks  like 
a  mighty  mass  of  coke,  with  huts  and  fortifications  scattered 
about  among  its  crevices ;  and  it  is  wonderful  to  have  heard 
military  men  quartered  there,  say  they  rather  like  it  The 
track,  howeyer,  is  so  beaten,  and  the  journey  so  common, 
that  even  your  companions  don't  talk  of  the  slimy  wonders 
of  the  Nile.  Their  talk  is  of  the  relative  accommodation  of 
the  different  ships,  and  the  mercy  of  Providence  which  pre- 
serves iiix  stout  men  from  suffocation  in  the  journey  through 
a  fiery  desert,  close-packed  in  a  van  whose  utmost  capa- 
city appeared  at  first  sight  equal  to  holding  fonv  good-sized 
children.    But  there  is  no  really  pleasurable  sensation  until^ 

*  The  overland  journey  has  been  ao  often  deieribed,  that  I  did  not 
dwell  upon  the  cironmstances ;  but  I  have  never  aeen  full  warning  given 
of  the  disagreeable  things  to  be  enoonntered  in  ascending  the 

Pyramids.  If  you  would  nut  lose  your  passage,  you  must  do  it  in  a 
hurry,  and,  by  carriage,  ferry  boat,  and  doukey  gallop,  use  your  utmost 
expedition.  But  this  is  not  the  dilficulty  ;  nor  is  the  constant  chmbing 
up  the  great  blocks  under  the  full  blase  of  the  nin.  The  Arabs  of  the 
I^ramidfl  form  all  the  ten  places  of  Egypt  rolled  up  into  one ;  they 
Burroond  you,  they  infest  you,  they  press  upon  you.  and  their  cry,  their 
chorus,  their  unintermitted  shout  is  *''Baksheish."  I  travelled  acros« 
the  desert  in  the  company  of  an  American  merchant-cn]>tain,  noted 
among  his  compatriots  for  being  the  shrewdest  and,  as  some  said,  the 
leatt  wmpuloua  Yankee  who  ever  kept  a  erew  upon  low  diet.  I 
found  out  that  he,  upon  a  former  occasion,  had  been  up  the  Pyramidy 
and  I  asked  him  how  much  it  oost  him  to  keep  the  Arabs  at  bay.  He 
•aid  "I  never  told  that  to  any  man  yet,  and  I  guess  T  never  sh.all." 
There  was  a  story,  that  they  had  held  him  over  one  of  those  dark, 
uncomfortable-looking  fissures  inside,  and  made  him  empty  bis  pockets 
to  laneom  ]umad£ 

f  We  were  fortunate  in  coasting  along  the  eastern  shores,  and  had 
these  most  interesting  scenes  in  view  for  many  hours.  We  saw 
also,  in  the  harbour  of  Suez,  one  of  those  grotesque  and  fragile  pilgrim- 
boats  bound  for  the  port  of  INIecca,  and  crowded  with  animated  filth. 
But  these  were  casual  pieces  of  good  fortune ;  on  my  return  voyage  I 
•aw  noUiisg  but  the  partieuhily  blue  waters  of  the  Ited  Sea. 
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after  that  dreadful  passage  of  the  Ecd  Sea  between  the 
calcined  shores  of  "  Araby  the  Blest "  and  Africa,  and  after 
the  hot  pilgrimage  across  the  Indian  Ocean,  Ceylon  appears, 
clad  in  full  tropical  green,  -with  her  domes  of  broad  plan- 
tain leaves,  her  fir-sweeping  forests  of  cocoas  and  mangoes^ 
and  her  inland  highlands,  which  promise  streams  and  shadow. 
I  should  like  to  dwell  in  lengthened  description  upon  Ceylon, 
All  that  we  see  of  forest  beenxfy  at  Windsor,  or  Eichmond, 
or  Blenheim,  or  Beaudesert,  or  Cannock  Chase — all  that  we 
have  of  hill  and  valley,  winding  rivers^  forest  glades,  and 
blight  green  turf-rides,  is  here.  Added  to  all  this,  Ceylon 
has  the  mighty  vegetation  of  the  East ;  and  the  savages^ 
stalkiiig  along  in  the  snn,  dad  only  in  a  scant  girdle  of  some 
striking  ooloor,  are  so  swart^  so  Insty,  and  so  picturesque  ! 
But  Ceylon  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Chinese  expedition, 
except  to  give  its  leaders  a  few  hours*  respite.  So,  off  to 
shipboard  in  a  canoe  dxteen  inches  broad,  which,  despite  its 
outrigger  of  bamboo,  seems  but  a  man-trap,  invented  in  the 
interest  of  the  sharks. 

Our  courst?  is  across  the  broad,  unquiet  Bay  of  Bengal. 
Again  Y/e  lose  sight  of  land,  journeying  day  after  day  with- 
out apparent  progress,  in  that  eternal  blue  circle  which 
seems  to  realize  the  mathematician's  definition  of  sjiace  as 
"a  circle  whose  centre  is  everywhere,  and  whose  circum- 
ference is  nowhere,  ' — without  an  event  throuL;]iout  the  day 
except  that  ever  and  anon  a  shoal  of  flying  tisli  spring  up 
from  the  smooth  ocean,  and  go  off  in  radii,  dotting  and 
skimming,  their  transparent  wings  glittering  in  the  snn,  and 
then  splasliing  into  the  sea  again  at  a  safe  distance  from  the 
dolphin  which  is  prowling  after  them  below.  One  of  these 
poetical  creatures  flew  through  my  ])ort,  and  came  flop  upon 
me  in  my  sleep  a  few  nights  since ;  the  cold,  wriggling, 
j)rickly,  gasping  thing  gave  me  a  more  horrible  fright  in  the 
dark  than  I  ever  felt  in  my  life. 

The  Straits  of  Malacca  are  not  so  narrow  that  we  can 
often  see  the  land,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  May 
we  enter  a  Briti^  possesion,  which  I  must  say  something 
about. 

•After  long  steaming  in  smooth  water  in  the  neighbotir- 
hopd  of  well-wooded  islands^  ei\joying  reputations  for  piracy, 
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cannibalism,  fijing  monkeys,  gigantic  serpents,  and  other 
amenities,  we  at  length  enter  a  narrow  strait.    On  the  left 

we  have  the  lofty  mainland  of  Siam  rising  from  woody 
lowlands,  and  stretching  away,  peak  over  peak,  till  their 
outlines  G:ro\v  dimmer  and  more  dim,  and  the  eve  can  no 
more  reflect  them.  On  the  right,  about  two  miles  di^stant, 
lies  an  island  covered  with  palms  and  thick  underwood  ot 
spice- trees,  the  huge  cocoanut-trees  rising  like  domes  on  the 
tops  of  hills,  and  bending  also  over  the  margin  of  the  sea. 
There  are  miniature  bays,  with  a  beach  ot  shining  sand  ;  and 
white  Ijunijalows  splitter  throu^jh  the  foliai^e  which  shelters 
them  from  the  fierce  sun.  Crowning  an  upland,  rising  to 
an  altitude  of  2,500  feet,  is  a  flagstafi' ;  and  our  telescopes, 
aided  by  ])rivate  information  from  the  captain,  tell  us  that 
it  is  the  13ritish  flag  which  lags  lazily,  waiting  for  a  breeze. 
As  we  steam  rapidly  along  between  the  island  and  the 
mainland  we  enter  a  roadstead  commanded  by  small  vessels, 
and  a  town  of  low  buildings,  with  a  rude  wooden  pier,  is  on 
our  light.  Six  houi*s  on  shore,  for  this  is  Penang,  hereto- 
fore celebrated  for  its  "  lawyers,"  but  destined  perchance  to 
be  hereafter  better  known  as  the  sanitary  station  of  the 
Chinese  expedition. 

Six  hours  on  shore.  Four  sturdy  Malays  ply  their  paddles, 
and  impel  their  crankj  canoe  rapidly  to  the  pier.  We  are 
deposited  among  a  popiUation  of  Chinamen.  At  the  en- 
trance to  the  pier  is  a  lurge  supply  of  little  carriages,  called 
palanquins,  but  resembling  tiny  double-seated  broughams^ 
with  sides  and  backs  formed  of  Venetian  blinds ;  each  car  is 
drawn  by  a  pony,  so  small  and  so  stout  that  the  eyes  of  com- 
missaries andpunreyors  were  at  once  arrested,  and  such  dili- 
l^t  inquiries  are  made  as  to  the  number  and  value  of  these 
U8efnl-kM>king  quadrupeds  that  I  make  haste  to  hire  one  for 
the  nonce,  lest  they  imould  all  have  the  broad  arrow  put 
upon  their  shoulders  and  be  spirited  away  before  we  had 
had  our  jaunt.  To  dive  into  one  of  these  palanquins  was 
Indeed  a  first  necessity,  for  pith  hats  and  turban  cloths  are 
no  match  for  these  sun-rays. 

Penang  is  not  quite  a  metropolis.  Its  streets  are  not 
very  many,  and  its  buildings  are  not  among  the  loftiest. 
Square  white  pillars,  eight  feet  high^  support  a  roof  of  talcs 
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or  a  thatch  of  dried  plantaia  leaves.  Under  these  the 
Chinaman  works  at  his  trade,  or  sells  his  mangoes,  or  pine- 
apples, or  j)lantains,  or,  greatest  of  all,  his  mangosteins. 
Even  the  Parsee  storekeeper  exhibits  his  bottles  in  a 
place  ot"  isiiiiilar  architecture.  Fortnum  and  Mason's  shop 
struiXi'Un!^  with  the  exi«^encies  of  a  barbarous  countrv.  will 
describe  our  Parsee  iriend,  from  whom  we  buy  some  very 
curious  old  sherry — very  cunoika,  and  tliea  proceed  to  chafier 
with  the  Chinamen. 

It  is  our  first  meeting  with  the  Chinese  as  a  pojmlation, 
and  the  impression  they  make  is  not  favourable.  It  is  not 
because  they  are  universaUj  naked  to  the  waist,  or  because 
they  outrage  the  commoa  decencies  of  extortion  by  asking 
threepence  for  a  green  orange,  and  as  mnch  for  a  mango  ; 
the  iVlalaywho  runs  with  your  palanquin  or  rows  you  ashore 
in  his  canoe,  is  qidte  as  naked,  except  on  his  &ce,  ibr  he 
wears  nothing  more  than  two  handkerchief,  one  round  his 
head  and  the  other  round  his  loins,  and  he  is  rather  more 
importunate.  '  But  we  resent  the  literal,  matter-of-fsid; 
identity  of  these  Chinamen  with  the  other  Chinamen  whom 
we  have  seeii  carved  in  ivory  or  painted  on  fims  and  tea- 
caddies.  After  8,000  miles  of  sea-sickness  and  suffocation, 
one  expects  to  see  something  more  than  the  stupid,  ex})res- 
sionless  pigs'  eyes  and  hald  iaces,  and  the  same  attitude  of 
stolid,  grave  conceit  which  we  fancy  to  be  a  caricature 
when  we  see  it  on  a  willow-pattern  plate,  but  find  to  be 
true  vegetating  Chinese  life  when  we  see  it  at  Penan g. 

Tlierc  is  one  lion  at  Penan g — it  is  the  waterfall.  Thither 
every  one  goes  who  has  not  duties  that  lead  him  elsewhere. 
The  ride  thither  is  through  the  environs  of  the  town, 
replete  with  smart  bungalows  in  shady  places,  then  along 
the  coast,  then  up  a  beautiful  valley,  where  every  spice- tree 
grows,  and  many  a  rare  flower  wo  prize  in  England  springs 
up  a  weed.  The  hills  that  close  this  valley  in,  are  clad  with 
lorest  fruit-trees.  Occasionally  we  meet  a  palanquin  like 
our  own,  and  inside  thereof  are  four  naked  Chinamen 
solemnly  takincr  an  airinj?.  The  road  is  as  good  as  the 
Holyhead  lload  is,  or  was  ;  but  it  ends  abruptly  at  the  wall  of 
a  nutmeg  y)lantation.  The  sun  is  high  and  the  shade  is 
scanty,  but  they  who  would  see  the  waterfiall  must  climb  the 
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steep  oa  foot ;  I  was  one  of  those  who  adventured  thia.  It  was 
quite  as  much  as  could  be  safely  endured,  although  we  tried 
to  lighten  the  toil  by  repeating  the  Chinamen's  stories  of 

cobras  in  the  loDg  grass  and  tigers  in  the  high  jungle. 

Arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  principal  fall,  some  of  us 
crawled  in  under  ihu  scant  shadow  of  a  "  Penang  lawyer," 
others  stripped,  and  sat  in  an  eddy  up  to  our  noses,  and 
others  stood  under  the  edge  of  the  fall.  We  drank  our  slicrry 
in  this  state,  and  the  convorsiition  became  so  lively  tliat  a 
young  turtle  rose  from  the  bottom  of  the  not  very  bright 
pool,  flapping  himself  leisurely  up  to  the  surface,  and  putting 
out  his  long  neck  to  ascertain  what  was  going  on,  and  why 
tho^^e  white  bodies  were  standing  in  the  spray  of  the  de- 
scending water.  He  had  nearly  enjoyed  the  honour  of 
being  the  first  ca])tive  made  by  the  Chinese  expedition,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  by  the  ci\'ilians  who  are  the  fellow-pas- 
sengers thereof,  but  by  a  masterly  retreat  be  managed  to 
save  himself  in  some  mysterious  cavity  of  the  rocks. 

There  we  passed  four  of  our  six  hours  ashore.  Beturuing 
to  Penang,  we  filled  our  stomachs  and  our  pockets;  and 
aome  £lled  baskets  with  pines  and  mangoes.  I  and  another 
managed  to  obtain  one  mangostein.  We  divided  it.  It  was 
the  only  ripe  mangostein  in  the  town.*  Great  was  the  fruit 
debauch  that  night  on  board  the  Aden, 

I  try  to  give  some  notion  of  Penang^  because  it  is  veiy 
probable  that  it  may  soon  become  a  spot  of  interest  to 
English  sympothiea  There  is  at  pceaent  a  strong  inclina- 
tion in  high  plaoes  to  make  Penang  the  aanitarinm  of  this 
expedition.  The  proper  anthorities  have  been  making 
inqiiiries  as  to  its  siduhrity  and  its  position  with  respect  to 
supplies ;  and  I  am  told  that>  so  fiur  as  these  inquiries  haye 
gonOi  the  results  have  been  &voiirable.  Of  course,  I  caa 
individually  have  no  opinion  upon,  the  subject.  I  can  only 
say  that,  upon  a  8iz4iour  view,  the  island  is  very  delightM 
to  look  upon ;  that  its  aoclivities  enable  you  to  choose  your 
own  climate,  and  that  we  who  sat  in  a  cold  stream,  under  a 

*  We  had  abundance  of  this  fruit  afterwards  hroug;ht  up  to  Honjr- 
koug  irom  the  iStmit-*.  I  thiuk  its  delights  aru  rather  over-rated. 
The  fiuest  fruit  in  the  world  is  the  Amoy  pumatlow. 
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hot  sun,  and  tlieu  ate  immoderately  of  fruit,  did  so  with 
entire  impunity. 

On  the  other  hand,  Penang  is  only  live  degrees  nortli  of 
tlie  Line,  and  is  nearlv  2.000  miles  from  Honjjkonir. 
Under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  a  steamer  will 
take  ten  days,  and  during  the  south-west  monsoon,  which 
will  blow  liom  June  to  October,  a  steam  transport  will  take 
twelve  days,  to  pass  from  Hongkong  to  Penang.*  The 
island  is  fifteen  miles  long,  by  eight  broad. 

We  steamed  away  Irom  Penancf,  and  on  the  inornin^r  of 
the  13tb  came  in  sight  of  the  Bay  of  Islands.  We  ran  in 
among  the  seventy  islets,  and  among  a  crowd  of  shipping 
lying  secure  under  their  shelter.  At  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
lies  Singapore.  A  town  of  low  houses,  crowded  together 
on  the  left-hand  side  of  a  small  creek ;  a  long  line  of  smart 
bungalows,  stretching  along  the  margin  of  the  shore  on  the 
other  side  of  the  creek,  and  with  an  **  esplanade  "  in  front 
of  them ;  undulating  bills  in  the  background,  ooyered  with 
iotUage,  among  them,  and  dominating  the  town,  the  Go- 
Yemor's  Hilly  whereon  stands  the  govemor^s  bungalow,— 
each  is  Singapore  from  the  sea.  To  the  extreme  left  hi  the 
new  harbour — a  costly  and  mi^^nificent  series  of  works^ 
erected,  I  am  told,  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company. 
We  cannot  see  from  the  harbour  how  tiie  creek  pierces^  in  a 
winding  course,  far  up  into  the  country;  how  it  winds 
through  mango-groTes  and  paddy-fields ;  how  it  occasbnally 
expands  into  a  shallow  lake^  which  at  low  water  becomes  a 
swamp ;  nor  can  we  see  that  throughout  its  course  it  has 
wretched  Chinese  haHtatious  rising  from  its  sur&oe,  and 
resting  upon  piles  driven  into  its  oozy  bottom. 

There  is  no  special  reason  why  I  should  expend  time  and 
apace  upon  a  description  of  Singapore — a  description  wbiob, 
"with  my  very  imperfect  o]>portunities  of  observation,  must 
necessarily  be  very  feeble — unless,  indeed,  it  should  happen 
to  become  a  naval  and  military  depot,  and  a  basis  for  future 
opemtions  in  this  expedition.  Every  one  knows  that  it  is  a 
place  of  great  commerce.  Every  one,  however,  does  not 
know  that  it  contains  a  ])opulation  of  7U,()00  Chinamen  and 
not  above  300  Chinawomen  ;  or  that  a  horrible  donioraliza- 

*  These  considerations  prevailed^  and  the  project  was  abandoned. 
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tion  exists  amongst  these  wretches  of  the  male  aez,  coiiae* 
quent,  perhaps,  upon  this  great  disparity — a  demoralization 
which  might  call  down  fire  from  heaven.  Two  weak  regi- 
ments of  sepoys,  with  scarcely  any  European  officers  upon 
duty  with  them,  a  few  guns  on  the  Qovemor*s  Hill,  with  not 
even  an  earthwork  to  protect  the  gunners,  are  not  very 
satisfactory  defences  against  a  migratory  and  frequently 
iosurgent  population  of  70,000,  who  for  the  most  luii  t  liave 
no  interest  in  the  place  ;  but  who  come  here  for  four  or  five 
years  to  accumulate  gains,  aud  go  back  to  China  carrying 
English  silver,  hatred  of  the  English  name,  and  their  own 
horrible  vices  with  them  ;  and  to  be  succeeded  by  others  a» 
evil  as  themselves.  But  the  Singapore  people  say,  "  "What 
is  to  be  donel  The  Malavs  will  not  work,  and  the  China- 
men  will.  "Wo  must  have  our  cargoes  cleared,  and  we  must 
get  our  repairs  done."  Others  think  that  it  is  quite  time 
this  place  was  made  a  Crown  colony,  and  properly  gar- 
risoned.* I  talked  much  with  the  Malays,  who  do  not 
love  the  Chinamen,  but  wlio  all  declared  that  in  case  of  a 
contest  they  would  feel  no  contidence,  notwithstanding  the 
sepoys, — "  Chinamen  too  many.'* 

During  our  stay  on  shore,  a  party  of  Englislimen,  properly 
introduced,  paid  a  visit  to  one  Ghing  Tsing,  the  chief  China 
merchant  iu  the  town,  and  the  owner  of  a  very  prominently- 
situated  house,  just  outside  the  Chinese  quarter.  The  party 
was  received  by  the  Chinaman  and  his  mother  with  great 
courtesy.  His  house  was  simi)le  in  its  furniture,  but  adorned 
with  knicknacks  that  would  fill  many  an  English  fine  lady 
with  envy.  Sweatmeats  and  fruit  were  produced,  and 
Ohing  Tsing  was  so  obliging  as  to  say  to  one  of  the  military^ 
that  he  wished  us  all  success,  for  we  were  going  to  defend 
his  property.  In  the  middle  of  the  visit,  a  silken  package 
with  a  sort  of  thatch  over  it  was  brought  in  by  two  bearers, 
and  put  down  on  the  floor  ;  it  looked  like  an  exaggerated 
handkerchief,  gathered  up  at  the  corners,  and  covered  at  the 
knotted  comers  by  a  wicker  dish-cover.  The  guests  thought' 
it  was  probably  a  dish  of  meat  or  a  new  course  of  preserves. 
When  the  thatch  was  removed,  at  the  bottom  of  the 

*  It  mnst  l.e  1  em '-ml  ore*  1  that  .at  this  time  there  was  no  talk  of 
dexjobiug  the  Eaht-iudia  Directors, 
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bundle  was  seen  a  small  human  figure,  squatted  upon  its 
haunches.  The  little  thing  gi'adually  picked  itself  up,  came 
out  of  its  bundle,  and  fell  upon  its  knees  before  the  master 
of  the  house,  putting  up  its  hands  in  the  posture  of  a  sup- 
pliant. The  Chinaman  rose  from  bis  seat,  waved  his  hand 
with  dignity,  and  the  little  lady  arose.  As  she  did  so,  he 
said  to  his  Europeaa  guests,  "  My  wife,"  My  wife  made 
a  slight  salutation  anmDd,  and  then,  retiring  into  her 
liandkerchief  again,  was  covered  up,  and  was  borne  from  the 
room  as  she  entered. 

The  guests  were  a  little  surprised  to  hear  afterwards  that 
this  magnificent  husband  was  the  chief  of  the  recent  Chinese 
insurrections,  and  that  one  of  the  guns  upon  the  Governor's 
Hiil  had  been  laid  to  command  this  particular  house. 


CHAPTER  IL 

HONGKONQ. 

Appearance  of  ibe  Islaml — "Pint  Impreniona  of  the  City  of  Victoria— 

Difficulty  in  obtaining  Quarters — Precautions — As{)ect  of  Victoria^ 
City — Ships  ia  the  Harbour — ^Expectations  of  a  Junk-Hunt — ^The 
.Raidgh, 

Hongkong,  Muij  22. 
After  lonj^  looking  out  for  the  "Asses'  Ears,"  our  first 
promised  landmark,  the  rock  appears,  at  the  very  point 
where  it  had  been  reckoned  upon.  We  steamed  on  and  on 
into  an  archipelago  of  islet  rocks,  with  a  sort  of  green  mildew 
upon  them,  but  no  mark  of  habitation  or  of  animals.  Oh  I 
where  is  the  beautifal  vegetation  of  Ceylon  and  Penang^ 
Then  an  officer  points  out,  not  far  a-head,  the  island  of  Hong- 
kong, with  Victoria  Peak.  It  appears  to  us  an  irregular 
line  of  broken,  barren  highlands,  almost  mixed  up  with  the 
higher  mountains  of  the  main-land,  which  have  clouds 
skimming  under  their  summitSp  and  a  large  pale  snn  setting 
behind  them.  A  thin  mist  hangs  around.  An  enthusiastio 
Scotchman  says  it  is  something  like  the  western  islands  of 
Bootlaiid,  but  not  so  fertile  as  the  main-land.    Every  one 


Digitized  by  Google 


10 


CHIKA. 


else,  as  the  short  twilight  was  vanishing  and  the  mist  deep- 
ened, asked  his  neighbour,  "  Is  this  what  we  have  come 
10,000  miles  to  see  ?"*  And  tlien  it  became  dark,  and  the 
ship  steamed  on,  and  changed  her  course,  and  we  became 
conscious  of  the  lights  of  many  ships  and  distant  shore 
lights,  such  as  we  see  from  the  train  as  we  pass  through 
Bath  at  night  ;  and  then,  Stand  by  to  let  go  the  anchor,** 
and  we  were  arrived  at  Hongkong. 

May  24. 

Twenty-four  hours  in  British  China  have  not  enabled  me 
to  do  much  towards  examining  and  correcting  the  ideas  I 
have  obtained  from  diligent  perusal  of  Pautier,  Bazin, 
Staunton,  Ellis,  Hue,  Fortune,  Davis,  Montgomery  Martin, 
rAbb6  Grosier,  Stanislas  Julien,  and  a  host  of  others.  Bear 
with  me,  therefore,  if,  in  the  intervals  of  the  stndy  of  the 
great  problems  l^eforo  me,  I  send  you  only  a  few  scraps  of 
news  and  a  few  YSgite  first  impressions. 

My  earliest  impression  imdoubtedly  is,  that  our  &oetioas 
European  friends  who  advise  ns  to go  to  Hongkong"  have 
not  an  accorate  knowledge  of  the  spot.  A  gentleman  who 
should  *'go  to  Hongkong"  in  the  present  state  of  affidrs^ 
although  he  may  have  his  pocket  full  of  dollari^  is  not  un- 
likely to  be  obliged  to  sleep  upon  the  pavement  of  Queen 
Street,  and  will  be  indebted  to  the  protection  of  the  Malay 
gnard  if  his  throat  be  not  cut  before  the  morning.  It  is  a 
town  of  capital  houses,  but  its  ])owcrs  of  accommodation  are 
not  capable  of  indefinite  expansion.  The  flight  from  Canton 
and  other  causes  have  filled  it.  General  Garrett  and  his 
staff,  who  might  reasonably  have  anticipated  some  prepara- 
tions for  their  reception,  found  it  convenient  to  sleep  on 
board  the  steamer,  and  were  glad  to  shelter  themselves 
where  they  might.  The  genei*al,  on  the  day  after  his  arrival, 
with  great  difficulty  got  a  room  at  an  inn,  and  his  suite 
were  iiappy  to  avail  themselves  of  the  hospitality  of  the 
Hongkong  Club — an  establishment  to  which  we  caiinot  be 
too  grateful ;  and  if  there  is  any  gratitude  in  Pall  Mall,  the 
military  clubs  should  be  open  to  every  member  when  he 
visits  London,  in  requital  of  good  offices  rendered  in  utmost 
need.  These  soldiers,  however,  are  all  old  campaigners^  who 
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liave  reminiscences  of  the  winter  before  Scba.stopol,  and  will 
soon  reduce  matters  here  to  their  proper  bearing.  Their 
measures  liave  already  been  taken  with  great  promptitude  ; 
but,  unless  the  aspect  of  afiairs  is  very  rapidly  changed, 
General  Ashbumham  will  have  to  take  up  his  quarters  in  a 
half-built  storehouse,  and  Lord  Elgin  will  certainly  be 
obliged  to  sleep  in  the  harbour.  For  myself,  I  think  I 
ought  })uljlicly  to  return  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Walker,  the  agent 
of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  for  it  was  by  no 
common  expenditure  of  time  and  interest  that  lie  obtained 
for  me  a  single  room  at  a  price  not  much  above  what  a 
iodgin::^  in  Eegent  Street  would  cost  in  the  London  season. 
In  other  respects,  Hongkong  is  a  place  where  a  turkey  and  a 
Lam  costs  £5,  and  where  a  dollar,  whose  par  value  is  4:8.  2(1., 
costs  5s,  in  English  biUa  or  gold.  It  has  some  other  pecu- 
liarities which  strike  a  new  comer.  Jf  you  dine  with  a 
merchant  here,  you'  notice  that  when  your  host  takes  leave 
of  you  at  his  outer  door,  he  has  a  ]\Ialay  soldier  standing 
sentinel  in  his  hall,  with  a  loaded  musket.  He  explains  to 
you,  also,  tliat  the  house  is  so  arranged  that  all  those  long- 
tailed  domestics  who  waited  at  dinner  are,  or  can  be,  shut 
off  from  that  part  of  the  house  in  which  the  Europeans 
sleep.  If  your  host  should  accompany  yoa  a  few  steps 
towards  your  own  domicile^  he  is  carefid  to  buckle  his  re- 
volver round  his  waist,  and— say  it  is  nine  o*dod&— he  is 
uncomfortable  if  he  goes  ten  paces  without  being  challenged 
byanarmedpatroL*^         ^  8 

Yictona,  the  capital  dty,  which  we  now  inhabit^  is  built 
at  the  base  of  a  sogpo^oaf  mountain,  and  extends,  perhaps, 
about  two  miles  from  end  to  end.  The  bungalows  generally 
consist  of  three  rooms  about  forty  feet  long  and  fifteen  feet 
bigh,  all  opening  upon  a  Tenmdali,  some  bedrooms,  and  a 
set  of  detached  offices  for  the  Chinese.  The  pleasantest  of 
these  bungalows  are  those  which  are  situated  the  highest  up 
the  liill,  and  which  overlook  the  harbour  and  the  enemy's 
countiy  beyond. 

I  jias.scd  this  murning  on  the  verandah  of  a  frieiurs  liouse, 
and  we  agreed  that,  to  suggest  to  the  European  mind  an  idea 
of  Victoria  and  its  scenerv,  we  nmst  ima^;ine  ourselves  to  be 
looking  down  upon  a  Scotch  loch — Loch  Lomond  or  Lock 
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Long  will  do.    We  must  create  by  imagination  a  liandsome 

city  of  light,  airy  houses  upon  the  margin  of  the  waters,  and 

climbing  up  the  hills.  We  must  fill  the  lake  with  shipping 
of  every  nation,  and  we  must  pour  over  all  the  hills  the  glare 
of  an  Eastern  sun.  An  English  tourist  in  Scotland,  who  lia^i 
imagination  enough  to  make  these  corrections  in  his  reminis- 
cences of  the  North,  may  fancy  he  has  seen  what  I  see  from 
my  friend's  bungalow.  Let  us  look  a  little  closer,  and  with 
the  aid  of  a  good  glass. 

In  the  harbour,  besides  the  Chinese  boats  so  comfortably 
fitted  with  their  neat  bamboo  work, — besides,  also,  several 
large  junks,  with  their  great  sightless  eyes  ])ainted  in  the 
bows,  their  lofty  sterns,  and  their  mat  sails,  there  is  a  fleet 
of  sixty-four  European  merchant-vessels,  whereof  ten  are 
steamers.  The  Yankee  and  tlie  Dutch  flacks  flaunt  about 
with  the  Union  Jack,  for  it  is  Sunday  ;  and  every  floating- 
thing,  from  the  Yankee  C/udleiige,  2,030  tons,  to  the  little 
British  Sqmrrd  steamer  of  ^0  tons^  rejoices  in  its  display  of 
nationality. 

But  above  and  more  important  than  these  vehicles  of 
opium  and  rice,  ride  the  vessels  of  war.  From  the  verandah 
of  this  bungalow  wo  can  count  thirteen  pennants.  There 
lies  the  CaleuUa,  with  her  three  tiers  of  guns  and  her 
admirals  flag ;  and,  dwindled  into  specks  by  comparison 
with  her  greatness,  those  saucy  little  gunboats  with  their 
two  long  guns  each — the  Bustard^  the  Fore^^  the  HatigJUy^ 
the  Opoasum^  and  the  ^touneA>«-Hseem  ready  for  any  mischi^ 
There  is  a  French  steamer  also,  and  a  S^nch  brig-of-waiv 
flying  their  tri-colom* ;  and  the  Yankee  steamer  San  JamiitOf 
with  her  flflteen  long  guns,  adds  the  stars  and  stripes  to  this- 
display  of  warlike  tbroe.  The  Aeom^  the  Elk^  and  the  Bi^ 
iem,  brigs-of-*war;  the  Corcmomdd,  the  FfMry,  the  Cmiser, 
the  Hongkong,  the  ffomet,  the  Niger,  and  the  Sir  CJiarUs 
Forbes,  steamers;  the  Skurling,  gunboat,  and  the SibyUe,  ship, 
are  gone  np  the  Canton  river,  whither  it  is  eaid  that  these^ 
gunboats  will  follow  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  Imperial 
jmotks  have  been  discovered  in  several  of  the  creeks,  and  a 
junk-hant  is  imminent.  Perhaps  it  may  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  which  is  the  day  fixed  upon  by  the  Governor  to 
celebrate  the  C^ueeu's  birthday ;  perhaps  it  may  be  post- 
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polled  until  that  day  lias  been  loyally  lioiiourod  with  more 
peaceful  cheers.  There  are  not  wanting,  however,  people 
who  shake  their  heads  and  say  that  junk-hunting  will  be 
found  a  dangerous  pastime,  tliat  the  guns  on  board  the 
junks  are  as  heavy  as  those  on  board  the  gunboats,  and  it 
is  whispered  tiiat  white  faces  have  been  seen  through  the 
portholes.  I  hope  to  tell  you  something  of  all  this  from  a 
nearer  view  by  the  next  mail,  but  whether  white  or  black, 
or  coppeiKSoloured,  I  doubt  whether  the  crew  of  the  Jialeigk, 
vrho  are  to  man  the  boats,  will  see  much  of  those  faces  wlien 
they  get  within  hail.  At  long  bowls,  the  Chinese  will  fight, 
and  may  do  damage ;  bnt^  although  we  have  taught  them 
something,  even  those  who  shake  their  heads  habitually  do 
not  imagine  that  they  have  yet  learned  to  fight  an  English- 
man hand  to  hand. 

I  mentioned  the  JRaktgh,  It  seems  now  to  be  perfectly 
nnderstood  here  that  she  was  run  ashore  ^  according  to  Act 
of  Parliament;"  that  the  rock  was  laid  down  in  no  chart, 
and  was  even  unknown  to  the  Chinese  fishermen;  and  that 
the  lead  was  going.  It  is  a  pointed  rock — so  pointed  that 
it  has  not  two  square  feet  that  will  hold  the  leaii,  and  ten 
fathoms  of  water  close  up  to  it.  It  is  said  that  Captain 
Keppel,  whose  misfortune  every  one  commiserates,  is  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  exploding  his  annoyance  by  leading 
one  of  the  intended  junk-hunts.  Captain  lUliott  is  to  lead 
the  other. 

Meanwhile  the  Raleigh  has  settled  into  the  mud.  ^ome 
say  that  her  guns  and  stores  are  to  be  removed,  and  that 
she  is  to  be  blown  up  ;  others  that  a  tender  to  get  her  \\\)  for 
40,000  dollars  was  unadvisedly  refused  ;  others  that  she  is 
to  be  sold  to  the  hicrhest  bidder  :  but  all  rumours  tend  to 
the  same  result — that  the  ship  is  gone,  and  that  a  great  vic- 
tory will  appear  in  the  Fekin  Gazette. 

All  tills  time  we  have  been  standing  upon  the  verandah 
enjoying  the  cool  breeze  and  looking  down  upon  the  rick 
fleet  of  inerchantmen  and  the  strong  fleet  of  men-of-war — 
opinin,  and  silver,  and  silk,  and  ])ent-up  thunders.  We 
have  given  no  thought  to  the  "  hostile  shores "  of  China,  yet 
just  across  is  the  land  of  the  enemy.  His  rocky  mountains 
seem  to  rise  from  behind  the  last  line  of  shippings  and  pro* 
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bably  would  be  still  more  nearly  approached  by  tbcra  but 
for  a  circlet  of  low  rocks  which  rise  like  the  crater  of  a 
volcano  in  the  midst  of  the  strait,  letting  the  blue  water, 
however,  eddy  in  the  hollow.  At  the  foot  of  those  lofty 
hills  is  an  enemy's  battery  of  four  guns.  We  can  see  the 
subjects  of  "  the  enemy  "  quarrying  stone  upon  the  shore  : 
through  my  very  powerful  glasB^  I  can  even  make  out  their 
features.  But,  although  there  is  a  great  noise  of  £ring 
among  these  sisterly  ehipa^  which  are  always  saluting  each 
other,  and  whose  kisses  are  of  the  heartiest  smacking  sound, 
yet  the  four  Chinese  guns  never  join  in  the  pastime.  The 
braves  of  Mr.  Commissioner  Yeh  bide  their  time  until  the 
ships  be  gone  home^  and  the  police  of  the  town  are  dis* 
banded.     Eusticus  expeotat." 

Meantime,  while  the  mandanns  Bxe  issuing  nonsensical 
prodamaUons  against  all  irho  supply  us  barbarians  with 
food^  we  are  actually  saving  the  Cantonese  from  istarvation. 
Bice  went  up  in  price  in  l£e  market  of  Hongkong  100  per 
cent«  in  48  hour^  and  the  rise  was  occasioned  entirely  hy 
the  demand  at 'Canton,  This  wicked  and  rebellious  city, 
which  all  men  in  these  parts — English,  American,  Dutd^, 
and  Chinese,  yes,  Chinese — agree  in  anathematizing,  is  now 
in  the  depth  of  suffering.  The  insurgents  have  &to]>ped  the 
rice  countries  to  the  east ;  the  locusts  have  destroyed  all  the 
cro})s  in  the  west ;  the  English  and  Americans  arc  buying 
up  the  rice  from  Siam  and  elsewhere  ;  and  Canton  is  literally 
kept  from  starvation  by  the  people  whom  they  havt  diiveii 
out  of  their  factories,  and  upon  whose  heads  they  have  set 
prices  not  always  justly  estimated.  If  we  were  to  blockade 
the  river,  we  might  produce  an  extent  of  misery  in  Canton 
which  would  reverse  all  authority,  and  expel  Mr.  Yeh  with- 
out any  application  of  force.  But  this  would  be  very  cruel 
and  very  utsiless.  If  we  smite,  the  Chinaman  must  sec  the 
hand  that  smites,  or  he  will  not  believe.  "  Sir,"  said  a 
military  man  who  is  no  mean  authority,  you  must  blow 
your  way  through  Canton  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
you  must  hold  the  city  in  the  name  of  the  three  allied 
Powers." 

I  have  not  time  to  pursue  this  fruitful  topic,  for  the  mail 
is  now  clufiing.    The  last  morsel  of  newsis^  that  Captain 
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Barnard  of  fler  Majesty'.'s  ship  Racehorse.  1ms  just  retumeil 
from  Foo-chow-foo,  and  reports  that  some  teriible  fightiug, 
or  rather  slaughter,  lias  occurred  among  the  Chinese  above 
that  city.  Mutilated  bodies  in  quantities  of  twenty  and 
thirty  at  a  time  floated  past  the  Racehorse  as  she  rode  at 
anchor.  The  supposition  is,  that  the  Imperialists  have 
gained  an  important  advantage,  for  the  teas  are  now  coming 
down  from  Foo-chow,  which  would  seem  to  show  that  the 
impediment  created  by  the  tronbles  had  oeaaed. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

THE  BATTLE  OF  FATSHAN. 

The  Affiur  of  EBoape  Creek — Preparations  for  Fatvhftn—- like  Cbro- 
memMs  Departure  from  Hongkong  —  Passage  up  the  Cantoa 
Hiver — Scenery  and  Objects — Chuenpee,  Wantung  Islands,  and  the 

Boguc  Forts — Tisifer  Island — Major  Kearney — The  Sawshee  Channel 
—The  Second  liar  Anchorage — ileet  asiiembled  there — Captured 
Jankfl — Gonfidenoe  of  the  Ooinese — Chinese  Pilot — -The  Blenheim 
Passage — The  Bar — The  Fire-ship  Boora — Fatshan  Branch,  and 
View  of  intended  Battle  Field — Macao  Fort — View  of  the  Enemj's 
Port  and  Fleet — Distant  View  of  the  City  of  Canton — The  Chinese 
are  working  on  Gougli  Fort — Description  of  the  Scene  of  the 
Patshau  Operations — Plan  of  the  Intended  OperatioDS — ^The  Cor<h 
mmdd  winghe  anchor  before  daylight  of  the  1st  of  June — ^Advanoe 
*•  to  the  Fort — The  Gunboats — The  Bow-boats— Storming  the  Fort 
»The  Attack  on  the  Junks — Destruction  of  the  Main  Fleet— ^ 
Keppel's  Fight  further  up  the  River — Conflagration  of  the  Junks 
after  tlie  Battle — ^Admiral  Keppels  Account  of  the  Battle — 
Promotions. 

Jlonghong,  June  5. 
The  Chinese  fleet  has  been  destroyed  in  two  decisive 
eng^ements,  but  the  sentiment  of  our  navy  has  undergone 
an  entire  change  in  respect  of  these  "  timid  "  barbarians. 
More  Englishmen  liave  been  killed  and  wounded  in  these 
two  conflicts  than  were  disabled  before  the  walls  of  Acre. 

The  first  expedition  was  under  Commodore  Elliott,  and 
the  opemtions  lasted  daring  the  25i^  26th,  and  27th  of 
Maj.   The  second  was  under  Commodores  £eppel  and 
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Elliott,  commanded  by  the  admiral  in  person.  The  first  I 
can  only  relate  from  liearsay. 

If  you  will  refer  tu  the  small  chart  of  the  Canton  river, 
recently  published  by  the  Aduiualty,  and  which,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  is  very  correct,  you  will  see  four  creeks  marked  as 
running  from  the  Canton  river  eastward.  The  northern- 
most  of  these  is  Escape  Creek ;  next,  to  the  south,  is 
Tszekee  Creek,  which  is,  in  fact,  but  part  of  Escape  Creek  ; 
about  four  miles  further  to  the  south  is  an  entrance  called 
Second  Bar  Creek,  and  four  miles  still  southwards  is  a 
larger  inlet  called  Sawshee  Channel.  Only  the  mouths  of 
these  four  inlets  are  marked  in  the  chart.  They  were  sup- 
posed to  connnunicate  with  each  other  further  iuiandj  but 
nothing  certain  was  known  upon  the  subject. 

About  five  miles  up  E.scape  Creek  a  large  lieet  of  man- 
darin junks  liad  lain  for  some  time,  and  here  it  was  that  the 
operations  were  commenced. 

On  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  25th  of  May,  Commodore 
Elliott,  in  the  Ilonf/kong  gunboat,  followed  by  the  Bustard^ 
the  Staunch  J  the  StaHing,  and  the  Forbes,  and  towing  the 
boats  and  boats'  crews  of  the  Indexible,  the  Hormt,  and 
the  Tribune^  steamed  into  the  creek,  and  came  upon  forty- 
one  mandarin  junks,  moored  across  the  stream.  Each  was 
armed  with  a  long  twenty-four  or  thirty-two  pounder  gun 
forward,  and  also  with  from  lour  to  six  nine*pounder&  The 
first  shot  fired  after  she  got  within  range  struck  the  Hong- 
kong,  and  for  some  minutes  the  shot  came  thick  aboard  of 
her.  The  other  gunboats  now  came  up,  and  forming  in  as 
loose  order  as  possible,  immediately  opened  fire.  The  junks 
stood  for  some  time,  and  returned  the  fire  with  spirit.  It 
requires  no  small  amount  of  steadiness  and  courage  to  work 
that  large  exposed  gun,  rising  in  the  bows  of  the  junk,  and 
without  a  scrap  of  protection  to  the  man  who  fires  it. 
After  some  little  time  confusion  seemed  to  increase.  They 
are  all  swift  vessels,  impelled  by  oars  or  sails.  Several  of 
them  got  under  way,  and  turned  for  llight  up  the  creek. 
Immediately  they  did  so  they  were  comparatively  powerless, 
i'ur  their  stern  guns  were  ot  small  calibre  and  were  not  well 
served.  The  steamers  pressed  on  in  ])ursuit  ;  but  the 
waters  shoaled.    The  gunboats  draw  from  seven  feet  to 
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seven  feet  six  inches  ;  these  flat-bottomed  Mandarin  junks 
can  float  in  three  feet.  One  bv  one  the  steam  irnnboat.s 
grounded,  but  the  coininodore's  cry  was,  "Never  mind, 
push  on."  They  had  t(>\ved  behind  them  the  boats  of  the 
lari^er  ships.  (Quickly,  as  a  steamer  got  fost  in  the  mud,  the 
men  swarmed  into  tlic  boats,  manned  the  i^uns  in  their  bows, 
and  rowed  olf  in  pursuit.  At  last  there  was  not  a  steamer 
afloat,  the  junks  were  in  full  flight  up  the  creek,  the  row- 
boats  were  in  hot  pursuit.  It  was  hard  work,  for  these  are 
.swift  vessels,  and,  with  forty  Chinese  pulling  for  dear  life, 
they  passed  deiUy  through  the  shallow  and  treacherons 
channels.  The  guns,  however,  in  the  bows  of  the  pursuers, 
told  heavily  ;  and  when  a  boat  did  get  alongside,  the  crew 
always  fired  a  broadside  of  gra]ie,  jumped  out  on  the  other 
side,  swam  ashore,  and  were  lost  in  the  paddy-fields. 

Sixteen  junks  were  thus  taken  and  destroyed  in  the  main 
creek.  Thirteen  escaped  by  dint  of  swifb  rowing.  The  sun 
was  tremendous,  and  cases  of  snn-^troke  were  occurring 
among  the  men.  One  junk  had  in  its  terror  turned  up  a 
little  inlet  to  the  right,  and,  being  followed,  was  politely  led 
out^  A  squadron  of  ten  went  up  a  passage  to  the  lefb, 
which  is  supposed  to  afibrd  a  shallow  clmnnel  up  to  Canton. 
They  were  now,  however,  so  utterly  panio-stricken  that, 
upon  being  approached  by  four  boats,  they  were  all  aban« 
doned  and  burnt  upon  the  spot. 

Thus  ended  the  first  day's  work. 

Commodore  Elliott,  however,  was  not  satisfied  about 
those  thirteen  junks.  He  had  suspicions  also  that  there 
were  a  great  many  more  in  those  creeks. 

The  next  day  was  eniploycd  in  stopping  tlie  four  bolt 
lioles  of  this  rabbit  warren.  Captain  For.s3'th,  in  tlio 
Jl&niet,  was  now  left  to  canard  Escape  Creek.  The  lajlexible 
had  lier  broadsides  bearing  upon  the  entrance  to  the  Second 
Bar  Creek.  Captain  Edgell,  in  the  Tribune,  took  charge  of 
the  Sawshee  Channel.  All  the  points  of  escape  into  Canton 
Pviver  being  thus  closed,  Ccjmmodore  Elliott  and  his  gun- 
lx)ats  with  all  the  ship.s'  boats  of  his  squadron  in  tow,  on 
"Wednesday  morning,  set  forth  to  explore  the  Sawshee 
Chunnel.  For  twelve  miles  his  gunboats  found  water,  but 
i'ound  nothing  else ;  but  the  commodore  saw  a  very  re- 

0 


Digitized  by  Google 


18 


CHINA. 


luarkable  pagoda,  which  he  had  seen  the  day  before  when 
ranning  up  the  Escape  Creek,  and  he  felt  conTineed  that 
these  creeks  were  all  in  communication.  He  also  met  a 
Chinaman  who  told  him  that  fonr  of  his  friends  who  escaped 
on  Monday  had  got  away  to  a  town  whereof  this  pagoda  is 
^  the  principal  building,  and  which  we  now  know  to  be  Tung- 
koon.  Abandoning  his  steamers,  therefore,  he  took  to  hia 
boats,  and,  after  rowing  twelve  miles  between  paddy-field% 
rouuded  a  point  of  the  creek  and  found  himself  close  in 
with  the  town  of  Tung-koon,  and  also  with  a  fleet  of  junks 
(one  of  tlioui  of  great  size  and  splendour),  and  under  a  bat- 
tery. The  Chinese  were  utterly  unprepared  for  tliis  sudden 
meeting.  The  English  boats  fired  all  their  guns,  gave  a 
cheer,  and  made  a  rush ;  the  Chinese  jumped  overboard 
without  firing  a  shot. 

Now,  however,  came  the  worst  part  of  the  aflTair.  It  was 
necesstuy  to  destroy  these  junks,  and  it  was  desirable  to 
to  take  away  the  chief  junk.  But  the  boats  were  in  the 
midst  of  a  city.  The  crews  of  the  junks  established  them- 
selves in  houses  and  fired  upon  the  sailors  with  j  in  galls. 
The  marines  were  obliged  to  form  and  charge  in  the  streets. 
The  Madarin  junk  was  found  to  have  powder  upon  lier  deck 
and  trains  communicating  between  her  and  the  shore. 
Then  a  house  close  to  her  was  set  on  ^re,  and  up  she  went, 
nearly  carrying  an  English  pinnace  up  with  her.  Twebe 
large  junks  were  here  destroyed.  The  sailors^  who  had  no 
sails  in  their  row-boats»  having  now  done  their  work>  hardly 
cared  to  poll  back  again ;  sails,  therefore,  were  improvised 
out  of  the  mats  and  other  spoil  of  the  junks,  and  they  came 
sailing  down  Sawshee  Channel  in  guise  which  might  have 
puzzled  the  master  of  each  ship  to  recognize  his  own  boat. 

In  this  affiur  one  man  out  of  every  ten  engaged  was  hitv . 
large  average  even  in  European  wax&re.    Such  was  tlw 
result  of  the  expedition  of  the  Escape  Creek. 


I  shall  describe  the  battle  of  Eatshan  in  all  its  detail% 
not  only  because  it  was  the  most  desperate  cutting-out  aflhir 
that  has  hap])ened  in  these  waters,  but  also  because  it  en- 
ables me  to  describe  at  the  same  time  the  theatre  of  our  - 
opmtions  and  the  present  position  of  the  British  force  in 
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China.  T  havo  sent  liome  by  tins  mail  a  plan  of  the  opera- 
tions, and  if  Mr.  Wyld  will  publish  it  in  a  cheap  form,  and 
if  people  will  refer  to  it  while  reading  my  luirrative,  T 
believe  I  can  make  the  incidents  clear  to  them.  If  1  do 
not,  it  must  be  my  own  ^Ekult,  for  no  one  had  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  seein^^  them.* 

On  Friday,  the  29th  of  May,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, Admiral  Sir  Michael  Seymour,  commander-in-<diief, 
left  the  Calcutta  iine-of-battle  slup  and  hoisted  his  flag  on 
board  the  CcromanM,  a  small  paddle-wheel  steamer  which 
had  been  a  passei^r-boat,  and  was  very  weak  both  in 
scantling  and  armament.  She  had  been  bought  when  our 
fbroe  here  was  too  small  for  its  work ;  and  her  reoommenda^ 
tions  were,  that  her  draught  of  water  not  great  and  her 
machinery  is  tolerably  trustworthy.  The  latter  cannot  be 
aaid  Sat  the  gnnboata^  which  break  down  constantly ;  their 
boilers  are  worn  oat,  bat  otiiers  are  on  their  wi^,  and  all 
will  then  be  r^ht.  The  CoromMtM,  however,  is  a  lucky 
boat  !Fhe  admiral  uses  her  as  a  tender  to  the  CalmUa,  and 
takes  hb  Httle  eggshell  into  a  hot  fire  as  confidently  as  if 
she  were  a  shot-proof  battery.  She  has  been  five  times  in 
Mie  l^dck  of  it,  has  been  hulled  over  and  over  again  j  but 
her  vital  part^  heat  machinery,  has  never  yet  been  hit. 

The  admiral  was  aocompaaied  by  Commodore  Keppel^ 
Commander  Bdland,  of  the  CkdouUa;  Mr*  Fowler,  fiig- 
lieutenant ;  Mr.  Somerset,  acting  signal-lieutenant ;  and 
Dr.  Anderson,  staff-surgeon,  and  Mr.  Jones,  second-master. 
Lieutenaiit  Douglas,  of  the  Calcutta,  commanded  the  Cora- 
Trumddy  and  Mr.  Kaymond,  of  the  Encounter,  had  volunteered 
to  show  the  channel  up  the  river.  With  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Janes,  the  admiraFs  secretary,  and  of  one  individual 

1    who  was  there  as  the  admiral's  guest,  these  were  the  only 

\  occupants  of  the  quai'ter-deck. 

•i      Bang  goes  the  signal-gun,  and  the  Coromandel  is  under 
•  weigh.    Four  low,  black,  vixen-looking  screws  immediately 
]  show  signs  of  movement,  and  they  are  soon  following  in  the 
wake  of  the  admiral.    These  are  the  HatLgMy,  the  Opossum, 
\  the  Forester,  and  the  Plover  gunboats.    Two  of  these  are 
armed  with  two  long  36  and  one  68'pounder ;  the  other 

*  The  same  jjaxk  is  inserted  in  this  Tolmne. 
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tvo  have  not  ih^  large  giin  on  board.   Away  we  go,  tbe 

Haughty  holding  her  own  well  with  the  flagshi}),  and  the 
others  cominsf  on  some  distance  astern.  We  pass  through 
the  archipelago  of  islands  which  lie  in  the  great  estuary 
called  tlie  IMoiith  of  the  Caiilou  lUver.  We  coast  by  the 
Castle  Peak  Bay, — a  large  inlet  where  seventeen  junks  were 
destroyed  some  weeks  since,  and  where  those  papers  w^ere 
taken  which  have  told  us  something  of  the  proceedings  of 
our  enemies.  We  pass  the  pyramidal  islet  of  T.iiitin — the 
great  featnre  of  the  entrance  of  this  river ;  and  as  we  lose 
it  behind  us,  we  begin  to  see  mainland,  or  what  is  imagined 
to  he  mainland,  on  each  side.  There  are  clouds  upon  the 
niountain-to[).s,  and  I  am  told  that  within  that  mainland 
there  are  creeks  and  channels  that  run  in  infinitely  reticu- 
lated convolutions  and  communicate  again  with  large  rivers 
which  keep  open  the  water-way  far  up  into  the  country. 
Captain  Keith  Stewart  penetrated  eighty  miles  among  them 
.and  found  a  civil  and  friendly  population,  but  no  signs  of 
any  termination  to  the  kbyrinth.  There  is  a  Chinese  map 
•of  them  recently  taken  in  one  of  the  junks ;  but  it  is  like  a 
picture  by  a  pre-BaphaeHte  of  a  handful  of  ravellings ;  it 
may  be  an  aidfHnemoifn  to  a  man  who  knows  them^  but  is 
of  no  use  to  a  stranger.  Among  them  pirates  prowl  and 
hide ;  and  here,  when  close  pressed^  the  Mandarin  junks  of 
war  take  refuge.  Here^  also,  they  He  and  watch  their 
epportnnity,  coming  down  in  case  of  opportunity  to  mob  a 
steamer,  as  they  mobbed  the  Coroma/ndd  on  the  4th  .  of 
January,  and  the  Conms  not  long  since,  sending  through  the 
■Comm  a  wicked  shot^  which  took  off  a  seaman's  legs,  went 
througli  a  chest  of  drawers,  and  destroyed  all  the  captain*s 
crockery.  What  we  call  "  mainland/'  therefore,  is  only  the 
banks  of  a  channel  which  leads  to  Canton  through  this  maze 
of  shallow  aud  narrow  waters. 

Now  we  hug  the  right-hand  shore  of  this  sickly  pale- 
gi-een  river,  and  we  pass  a  group  of  mamelons  that  mark  the 
-entrance  to  a  bay.  This  is  Anson's  Bay,  and  low  down, 
nearly  level  with  the  water,  is  a  line  of  stone  embrasures, 
at  which  twelve  large  guns  show  their  muzzles.  These  are 
hostile  guns.  This  is  the  fort  of  Chuenpee.  There  is  a 
sensible  old  Mandarin  there,  who  writes  to  Pekin  that  710 
barbai-iau  dares  to  look  upon  Chuenpee ;  but  he  also  gives 
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strict  orders  tliat  no  giin  ia  Chnenpec  shall  ever  be  fired  on 
a  barbarian ;  so  we  have  hitherto  let  him  alone.  We  were 
in  close  range  for  some  time^  bat  no  Chinaman  showed  his 
eye  over  his  gun. 

The  channel  contracts.  Away  to  the  lefb  there  is  an 
unlimited  extent  of  rocks^  shoals,  and  shallows;  but  the 
channel  runs  between  two  hills.  Midway  between  these 
high  shores  interpose  two  green  islets.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  hill  which  forms  the  right-hand  bank  run  two  separate 
lines  of  embrasures,  built  of  very  large  stones,  which  are 
now  knocked  about  in  strange  confusion.  The  islets  have 
similar  lines  of  foi-tification,  which  circle  their  summits  like 
coronets.  As  we  steam  up  between  the  islets  and  the  shore 
I  look  with  horror  on  the  place.  Here  are  four  batteries, 
each  having  embrasures  for  a  hundred  monstrous  guns,  and 
all  concentrating  four  cross-fires  upon  this  very  s[)ot. 
Happily  the  danger  has  ceased.  These  are,  or  rather  these 
were,  the  Bogue  Forts.  John  Chinaman  comi)lains  that 
■we  don't  fight  fair  when  we  from  time  to  time  take  these 
forts.  Instead  of  going  u|)  to  them  like  brave  men,  we  send 
a  few  small  ships  in  for  all  the  guns  to  fire  at,  and,  when  the 
guns  are  all  at  work,  some  marines  and  blue-jackets  leap 
over  the  wall  in  the  rear  and  drive  the  gunners  out.  The 
Chinese  are  of  a  practical  and  reasoning  turn  of  mind, 
Wlien  asked  why  they  ran  away  from  a  storming  party,  one 
of  them  answered,  in  my  hearing,  "No  can.  Two  piecj' 
man  no  can  stand  all  same  place.  S'pose  you  mu^  come  in|. 
I  go  out." 

These  Wantung  islands  are,  I  am  told,  to  be  occupied  by 
a  force  of  marines,  expected  to  arrive  by  tho  tSaaupareU  about., 
the  end  of  July. 

After  passing  this  celebrated  spot  we  come  to  a  largev* 
island,  called  T^r  Island.  It  is  a  green  hOl  and  valley, 
but  with  no  trees  upon  it.  Here  are  commissariat  officers 
laying  2>lans  for  making  it  a  dep6t  for  their  bullocks.  Major 
Kearney,  who,  as  assUtantH|uartermaster^neraI,  has  been 
associated  with  them  in  this  service,  comes  on  board  and 
tella  me  he  here  joins  the  expedition  on  duty,  having  it  in 
command  to  report  to  his  general  the  military  character  of 
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the  coQntty  thzongh  which  it  may  proceed,  and  its  oapalxli* 
ti€8  for  pnrpoMS  connected  with  his  department. 

Foot  Keaniey  I  he  was  ewtj  inch  a  sdifiar;  fhll  of  seal 
and  hope  ;  after  a  career  of  honour  at  Sandhurst,  a  youth 
passed  in  India^  and  manj  years  lost  in  offiee-duties  at  the 
JEIorse  Guards^  the  defire  of  his  life  was  now  about  to  be 
accomplii&ed.  ISb  was  to  see  actiye  service  in  this  €8iinese 
war,  and  to  acquire  personal  disdnolnony  as  he  oertahily- 
would  have  done^  in  military  opeeatiofns.  We  eame  out 
together,  and  during  the  Toyage  acqualntanee  had  augmented 
into  intimacy.  When  I  congrabilated  him  that  he  was 
about  to  receive  his  baptism  of  tire,  it  never  occurred  to  me 
to  imagine  that  such  a  man  would  be  knocked  to  pieces 
by  a  3U-pouud  shot  from  a  Ciiiiiuse  junk,  yet  so  it  hap- 
pened. 

Half  an  hour's  steaming  brings  us  to  the  entrance  of  the 
'Sawshee  Channel — a  broad  water  which  runs  away  eastward 
into  a  plain  covered  with  little  round  trees  and  well-covered 
patches,  having  that  peculiar  air  of  greenness  so  well 
imitated  in  Chinese  landscapes — the  tender  green  of  the 
young  rice.  This  is  the  Sawchee  Channel  mentioned  in  my 
account  of  Commodore  Elliott's  expedition.  It  is  supposed 
to  lead  to  a  large  river  to  the  eastward,  but  no  one  knows. 
There  are  mamelon-shaped  liills  in  the  background — here 
all  hills  are  of  that  shape — and  Commodore  Elliott's  ])af^oda 
is  just  visible  ;  but  beyond  the  scene  of  his  operations  we 
Jtnow  nothing. 

At  four  o'clock  we  open  a  wide  reach  of  the  river,  called 
the  "  Second  Bar  Anchorage,"  and  are  in  the  middle  of  a 
British  fleet.  Here  we  find  the  Tribune,  the  Fwry,  the 
Hornet,  the  BiUem,  the  Sihylle,  and  also  the  gunboats 
Stcmnck^  Hongkong,  and  Forbes.  Seven  of  Commodore 
Elliott's  captured  junks  are  also  here. 

AYe  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  all  these  junks. 
With  one  exception,  the  large  gun  had  upon  some  former 
occasion  been  icaptured,  and  had  one  of  the  trunnions 
knocked  off.  The  manner  in  which  this  had  been  repaired 
by  the  Ghinese'excited  great  admiration :  they  had  psAsed  a 
strong  uxm  band  round  the  gun,  fitted  a  £slse  truzmion  to 
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it,  and  kept  it  in  its  place  by  a  firm  iron  breechioig.  The 
prizes  were  full  of  cordage,  mats,  Chinese  clothing,  powder, 
loose  ballfl^  and  shot-holes. 

On  the  next  day  (Saturday,  30th  May)  we  steamed  up  the 
river  to  Macao  Fort,  passing  many  picturesque  liorseshoe-form 
tombs,  and  some  villages  that  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
rebels.  Our  gaiu  look  out  formidable  and  fltem,  but  the 
hundreds  of  sanpans  and  junks  which  we  meet  manifest  no 
tear.  The  bnmboats  attach  themselves  to  the  ships  of  war 
immediately  they  anchor.  There  is  an  air  of  fearless  con- 
fidenoe  about  tli^  people,  which  shows  that  the  indnstrions 
dasaes  know  that  we  have  no  intention  to  hnit  them.  A 
few  weeks  since  a  Chinese  who  supplied  onr  ships  with  beef 
was  beheaded,  he,  and  his  wife,  and  his  diildren,  yet  the 
admiral  has  fom^d  no  difficulty  in  making  another  contract 
ior  beef  at  about  6d.  per  lb.  The  boats  come  round  us  witii 
bananas,  and  lemon-syrup,  and  sweet  potatoes;  and  the 
CSiinameh  are  taking  Jack's  shillings  and  English  coppers 
at  a  most  .usurious  rate  of  exchange.  The  husbandmen 
upon  the  banks  pursue  their  labours  in  their  paddy-fields, 
not  only  as  though  no  enemy  were  near,  but  under  the  pro- 
tection of  his  guns,  for  they  know  that  while  we  are  here 
the  Mandarin  sailors  and  soldiers  cannot  come  down  and  do 
them  spoil  and  violence,  as  is  their  wont.  We  have  a 
Chinese  pilot,  who,  having  got  his  wife  and  children  out  of 
the  clutches  of  the  Mandarins,  and  located  them  at  Hong- 
kong, wishes  it  to  be  understood  that  he  is  not  a  traitor, 
but  an  English  subject.  He  wears  a  glazed  hat  and  a  regu- 
lation jacket.  I  thought  at  first  that  he  had  cut  oft'  the 
last  link  which  bound  him  to  Whampoa — his  tail.  But  no; 
he  lias  gone  no  further  than  a  compromise  in  this  respect  ; 
he  wears  it  coiled  round  his  head,  inside  his  hat.  When  it 
blows  hard  he  ties  it  round  his  hat  outside. 

Our  branch  of  the  river  (the  Blenheim  Passage)  now 
contracts  to  the  dimensions  of  the  Thames  at  Hichmond, 
and  but  for  the  banana  and  lychee  trees  one  might  expect 
to  see  a  punt  and  a  chair,  an  elderly  gentleman  and  a  land- 
ing-net. Ever  and  anon  we  come  up  to  a  British  ship, 
whose  captain  goes  off  to  hold  converse  with  the  admiral. 
Thus  we  pass  the  If^lexible  paddle-steamer,  and  the  ^i^er 
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screw ;  also  the  Cruiser  and  tlio  Flk.  Fiu  tlier  on  we  fiud 
the  Acorn,  lli-gun  briir,  and  the  Jjinitard  ^'luiboat. 

Xow  we  arrive  at  a  bar  made  by  the  Chinese  by  sinking 
junks  filled  with  stones.  One  narrow  passage  has  been  par- 
tially cleared,  and  it  is  said  that  there  are  sixteen  feet  of 
water  over  that  part  at  high  water.  The  Coromaiidel  was 
obliged  to  go  at  it  at  full  speed,  and  some  rotten  timber 
came  floating  up  where  she  had  got  through.  This  bar  is 
not  mai'ked  in  the  Admiralty  chart. 

It  is  astonishing,  not  that  this  bai*  exists,  but  that  a 
hundred  of  them  do  nut  occur.  At  one  time  we  had  only 
two  ships  here,  and  junks  were  accustomed  to  come  out  and 
mob  tiiem. 

Some  way  above  this  there  is  a  boom  half-way  across, 
placed  by  the  English  to  prevent  the  descent  of  fireships  at 
night,  and,  having  passed  this,  the  Blenheim  Passage,  along 
which  we  have  come,  debouches  into  the  full  river,  and  we 
Lave  a  channel  to  the  left  which  is  called  Fatshan  Branch. 
This  channel  leads  up  to  the  city  of  Fatshan,  a  city  reported 
to  be  rich  in  dockyards  and  arsenals,  and  about  iwelve  miles 
distant.  Thither  it  is  said  the  most  timorous  of  the  mag- 
nates of  Canton  have  retired  in  anticipation  of  our  attack 
upon  that  city.  This  Fatshan  Branch  is  our  ultimate  deck 
tination.  Up  that  channel  is  the  fort  and  the  fleet  ve  are 
going  to  attock.  We  see  our  battle-field  asve  cross  the 
month,  and  proceed  directly  up  to  Macao  Fort^  which  is 
X^laced  at  the  top  of  a  reacli  nmning  down  directly  to 
Canton.  The  fort  is  only  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  dby. 

In  this  intienchment  are  250  marines.  It  consists  of  a 
strong  embrasured  wall,  surrounding  a  pagoda  of  three 
stories.  It  is  situated  on  a  tongue  of  land  having  water  on 
three  sides.  The  whole  is  in  capital  order,  armed  with 
large  ships*  guns,  and  commanding  two  diannels.  The  time 
is  gone  by  when  the  junks  cx>uld  come  down  and  throw  shot 
into  the  fort  and  retire  unmolested. 

From  the  top  of  the  pagoda  we  see  the  city  of  Canton  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  fort  and  tlic  junks  on  tha  other. 
Admiral  Seymour  iuiJ  Commodore  Keppel  are  recoimoitring 
the  fort.  Let  us  join  the  marine  officers  and  look  towards 
Cautou.    The  chief  port  of  the  city  is  hidden  fi*om  us  by 
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the  rising  ground  on  Honan's  Islaud  at  our  feet ;  bat  we 
look  down  the  reacli  on  a  large  suburb  not  very  unlike  what 
we  see  on  the  banl^s  of  the  Medway  a  couple  of  miles  below 
Kochester  Bridge.  There  are  two  ruined  lines  of  forts, 
which  I  am  told  are  the  Shameen  forts,  blown  up  by  the 
English  when  they  retired  from  the  city.  We  caa  see  also 
Gough  Fort,  whicb|  at  this  distanoe^  looks  not  unlike 
Chester  Cathedral,  and  stands  on  an  eminence  fer  back. 
We  also  see  the  celebrated  eight-stoned  pagoda,  which  has 
au  ancient  and  respectaUe  appearance,  and  hints  the  idea 
that  these  structures  were  originally  suggested  as  imitatioDS 
of  the  bamboo,  just  as  the  Corinthian  capital  was  suggested 
by  the  acanthuSi  the  Gothic  aisle  by  avenues  of  forest  tieei^ 
and  the  Saxon  arch  by  twisted  willows.  The  Chinese  are 
ad  busy  as  bees  lonnd  Gough  Fort  There  is  a  great 
encampment  there.  They  are  throwing  up  embankments 
oonnecting  the  works  with  the  <nty  walls,  and  evidently 
expecting  that  the  tactics  of  the  last  attack  will  be  repeated 
in  the  next.   They  are  immensely  mistaken. 

The  admiral  and  commodore  having  completed  their 
sarvey,  we  can  now  occupy  the  opposite  aperture  in  this 
pagoda.  We  see  the  fort  we  are  to  attack  on  Monday 
and  a  portion  of  the  junk  fleet.  All  who  would  under- 
stand the  operations  must  bear  with  me  while  I  describe 
the  locality  of  them. 

Just  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Fatshan  Branch  is 
a  long  low  island  called  Ilyacintli  Island.  There  is  a  steep 
hill  on  the  left  bank  opposite  to  that  island ;  and  beyond  it, 
and  higher  up  the  "  branch,"  two  smaller  tributaries  go  off 
right  and  left.  These  features  map  our  field  of  battle. 
Stand  on  the  Thames  below  Twickenham  Eyot,  bring  the 
Star  and  Gtirter  Hill  close  up  to  it,  make  two  creeks  branch 
right  and  left  from  the  river  above  the  eyot,  aiul  you  would 
have  something  like  it.  It  is  tolerably  well  shown  in  the 
Admiralty  chart,  but  the  two  creeks  are  not  quite  correct, 
and  the  distance  between  the  island  and  the  transverse 
creeks  is  too  great. 

This  is  our  fighting-ground.  That  hill  (the  Star  and 
Garter  Kill)  has  been  converted  into  a  fort.  Nineteen  large 
guns  are  there  mounted.   Along  the  two  creeks  and  acroiss 


26 


OBmjL. 


the  channel  above  the  island  seventy-two  junks  are  moored, 
with  their  large  bow  guns  so  placed  to  command  the 
channels  on  either  side  of  the  island.  A  six-gun  battery  is 
erected  on  the  shore  opposite  the  fort.  The  fire  of  the 
seventy  junks  will  sweep  the  narrow  channels  on  either  side 
of  the  island.  The  fire  of  the  fort*  and  battery  will  plunge 
upon  them  &om  either  shore.  This  is  the  position  we  have 
to  attack. 

The  Chinese  believe  they  are  here  impregnable.  They 
know  you  cannot  get  at  the  junks  without  first  taking  the 
fort,  and  they  believe  that  no  man  can  go  up  that  hill  in 
the  face  of  their  guns..  Several  vessels  have  from  time  to 
time  gone  ia  and  exoliaiiged  shots  with  the  fort  and  oome 
back  again.   This  OQD&rms  their  oonfidsnoe. 

We  now  return  to  our  anchorage  down  the  river,  and  the 
€aptainB  receive  their  instructions  for  the  attack  on  Monday 
moroing  at  four  o'oiook.  The  Coronumdel  is  to  go  in  first, 
towing  the  marines,  and  manoeuvring  to  take  off  the  fire 
while  they  are  landed ;  then  she  is  to  dash  in  among  the 
junksj  the  gunboats  and  the  rowboats  following.  Hard  work 
for  the  little  OmmmndeL 

On  Sunday  there  was  a  large  congregation  on  board  the 
flagship.  The  solemn  words  of  the  prayer  before  batde  §bXL 
Iteavy  upon  every  ear. 

It  was  scarcely  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  <tf  Monday,  the 
Ist  of  Jnne^  when  those  yrho  slept  on  the  deck  of  the 
Caromandel,  wrapped  in  their  doaks,  were  aroused  firom  their 
deep.  A  hushed  movement  among  the  sailors  had  already 
begun.  The  steam  was  up.  The  vigilant  young  commander^ 
Douglas,  was  already  at  his  post,  and  looking  through  the 
darkness  for  the  arrival  of  the  boats  containing  the  marines. 
They  soon  came,  and  in  a  long  string  of  crowded  rowboats 
attached  tliemselves  to  the  stern  ui  the  steamer.  Then  the 
admiral  took  liis  place  upon  the  bridge,  the  wheels  slowly 
revolved,  and  the  Coroiiiandel  moved  forth  from  the  sur- 
rounding fleet.  Those  dark  hulls,  seen  dimly  by  their  own 
lights,  would  appear  to  be  soundly  at  rest  but  for  a  hushed 
murmur  which  ever  and  anon  comes  from  the  darkness — the 
hum  of  men  mustering  in  secret. 

*  This  ioii  has  sinoe  beea  named  ''Fort  Seymour." 
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Tlic  admiral's  last  orders  were,  "Let  no  one  up  anchor 
tiil  I  am  well  in  with  the  fort.    Respect  private  property  ; 
and  do  no  violence  to  unarmed  people."    It  was  in  obedience  i 
to  the  first  o£  tUese  thttt  the  Coramandd  was  allowed  to 
steam  out  alone. 

The  ])assage  through  the  bar  was  buoyed  with  lights.  It 
was  still  black  night  as  the  steamer  cleared  it,  and  for  half 
an  hour,  with  her  &eight  of  300  red-coats  in  tow,  she  steamed 
on  at  aslov  upeed  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Fatshan  Branch. 
It  was  an  anxious  thing  to  look  forth  from  the  paddl0*box  of 
that  steamer  aa  she  steadily  adYaaoed  into  the  enemy's 
country— alone.  An  almost  imperoqotible  dawn  soon 
xesiderod  the  daikness  less  opaque^  and  objects  became  in- 
distinctly visible.  She  had  gone  about  a  mile  np^  when,  from 
the  right  bank  a  little  ahesd  of  her,  a  xodwt  ritot  up  in 
the  air ;  ihetn  another  ftom  the  opposite  bonk,  and  a  minute 
afler  it  was  answered  by  another  from  the  fleet  of  junks. 

John  dunaman  is  determined  to  show  that  be  is  not  to 
be  caught  napping  "  was  the  vemaik,  and  on  we  went  for 
another  fire  minutes. 

There  is  little  twilight  here ;  the  division  between  thi<^ 
darkness  and  broad  daylight  is  almost  to  be  measured  by 
moments. 

Now  we  could  see  the  liiglier  liills  that  form  the  back- 
ground to  the  fort,  and  the  Coromandel  was  abreast  of  a 
village  which  is  about  1,500  yards  from  the  fort  itself. 
Suddenly,  in  the  grey  distance,  a  flash  and  a  curl  of  smoke, 
and  before  the  booming  sound  reached  us  the  big  shot  struck 
the  waters  about  200  yards  ahead,  driving  the  spray  high 
up  in  the  air. 

It  was  a  beautiful  line,  straight  for  the  vessel's  bows,  and 
the  spot  was  carefully  noted,  for  it  showed  the  range  for 
which  the  lower  tier  of  guns  was  laid. 

Your  Cliinaraan  does  not  aim  his  guns  at  the  moment 
according  to  his  judgment  of  the  distance  of  the  object.  He 
practises  at  certain  points  which  an  assailant  must  pass,  and 
notches  the  elevation  on  the  carriage  of  the  gun. 

Scarcely  had  the  splash  shown  the  gunner  that  his  range 
was  short  when  another  flash  came  from  the  higher  tier. 
The  shot^  with  a  rushing  sound,  passed  over  the  ship  a  little 


28 


CHINA. 


to  the  left,  and  dashinc^  into  a  paddy-field  on  our  port 
quarter,  sent  a  column  of  black  mud  np  thirty  feet. 

All  tliis  time  the  Coromandel  was  advanciug,  and  the 
dawn  was  becoming  day.  It  being  certain  that  she  was 
within  range,  the  fort  opened  in  earnest  at  the  steadily 
advancing  mark.  First  came  a  general  salvo,  then  flask 
after  flash  in  rapid  succession.  Tlien  the  battery  on  the 
other  side  of  the  island  opened  ;  rushing  sounds  came 
strangely  near  and  the  waters  sometimes  splashed  the  deck. 
Fortunately,  the  ricodietting  sliot  which  a  Chinaman  best 
loves  was  out  of  the  question,  for  his  guns  were  high  up 
upon  the  hill,  and  a  small  steamer  moving  stem  on  at  a  dis- 
tance of  900  yards,  is  a  little  object  and  hard  to  hit  The 
shot  came  near  us  and  around  us,  but  did  not  strike. 

We  reached  the  island — ^Hylusinth  Island — and  were 
steaming  up  the  left-hand  channel,  directly  to  the  fort. 

Suddenly  there  was  a  concussion  and  a  grating  sound. 
Back  your  paddles — we  are  aground.'*  We  were  aground 
upon  a  line  of  junks  sunk  across  the  channel  As  soon  aa 
the  Chinese  saw  this,  they  redoubled  their  fire.  The  boats 
were  cast  off,  and  told  to  row  quietly  under  the  land,  while 
the  fort  was  occupied  with  firing  at  us.  Lieutenant 
Douglas  took  a  dingy  and  a  boat-hook,  and  sounded  the 
obstacle.  The  GKunamen  had  lefb  a  narrow  channel  as  an 
escape  hole  for  themselves,  close  under  the  bank  beside  us ; 
all  the  rest  was  blocked. 

The  Coromandel  was  too  firmly  fixed  to  benefit  by  this 
information.  It  was  dead  low  water,  and  she  must  float  in 
a  lew  minutes.  Meanwhile  she  was  fulfilling  her  prescribed 
duty,  which  was  to  take  the  shot  of  the  fort.  The  crew  ran 
up  and  down  the  deck  to  try  to  start  her,  but  in  vain.  The 
Coromandel  did  not  fire  a  shot ;  in  fact,  she  had  only  one 
gun  loaded.  She  could  not  aflbrd  to  make  a  smoke  at  this 
critical  part  of  the  river. 

But  no^v  Keppel  thought  he  had  restrained  himself  long 
enough  to  fulfil  the  Admiral's  orders.  He  came  up  on  the 
paddle-box  of  the  Iloiighong  gunboat,  which  b^re  his  pen- 
nant ;  and,  having  with  his  quick  glance  noted  the  sound- 
ings and  the  result,  stood  in  between  the  Coromandel  and 
the  bank.    There  he  was,  like  a  man  thoroughly  enjoying 
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himself.  His  blue  trousers  tucked  into  the  tops  of  liis 
Russian  boots,  his  white  pith  luit,  his  small,  active,  springy 
iigure,  his  constitutionally  good-humoured,  devil-may-care 
laugh — there  was  a  man  who,  without  the  least  ostentation, 
was  ready  to  go  into  any  tire  that  gunpowder  and  iron 
could  get  up,  and  around  ium  were  men  who  were  quite 
ready  to  follow  liim. 

"  May  I  pass,  sir  ] " 

**  Yes,  pass  ;  we  are  aground." 

Immediately  behind  the  Hongkong  comes  the  HaiiglUy^ 
admirably  handled.  She  is  towiog  the  boats  of  the  Fury^ 
Irifiexible,  and  Cruiser,  large  steamers  which  can  only  send 
their  captains  and  their  crews  ihto  these  shallow  channels, 
lieutenant  Hamilton  takes  his  little  ship  through  the 
narrow,  steams  directly  for  the  fort»  and  diverts  the  fire 
from  the  poor  Coromaridd^  who,  however,  is  making  violent 
efforts  to  get  free.  Next  come  the  Bustard  and  the  Forester. 
They  are  waved  to  pass  where  the  Smghong  and  the 
Haughty  passed,  but  they  do  not  see,  or  they  think  they 
know  better,  and  they  get  hopelessly  aground.  It  is  a  pity, 
for  the  Hcnghong  has  met  with  some  stakes  on  the  other 
side  of  the  channel,  and  those  junks  whose  painted  ports  we 
have  been  so  long  looking  at,  and  which  remained  so 
steadily  inactive  wMle  the  range  was  imcertain,  have  now 
opened  fire,  and  are  plumping  round  shot  into  her  with  an 
uncomfortable  precision.  I  saw  her  struck  three  times 
while  I  looked  at  her. 

The  Plover  gets  up  beside  the  Hongkong,  but  cannot 
break  the  barrier.  It  is  here  that  Sergeant  Christian  has 
liis  liead  taken  off  by  a  round  shot.  And  now  the  Opossum, 
having  cast  off  her  boats,  goes  up  the  right-hand  channel  at 
full  sj)eed,  and  dashes  into  the  fire.  Several  of  the  other 
gunboats  are  aground  astern  ;  but  the  ships'  boats  have 
taken  to  their  oars.  Crowded  with  men,  and  cheering 
lustily,  galley  and  gig,  jnnnace,  launch,  and  barge,  come 
racing  up.  The  scene  is  like  a  regatta^  but  Death  picks  his 
victims  as  they  pass. 

But  now  the  tide  is  making  and  the  Coromandel  is  free. 
As  she  steams  up  to  the  foot  of  the  fort  the  fire  slackens — 
only  now  and  then  an  obstinate  gun  gives  out.    The  hill  is 


Digitized  by  Google 


so  CHWL 

now  comparatively  free  from  smoke,  and  the  scene  is  as 
pliiin  from  the  paddle-box  of  the  CortumtmM  as  if  it  were 

enacted  upon  a  starve  for  our  amusement.  The  boats'  crews 
and  marines  have  landed  and  are  mounting  that  steep  liill. 
They  have  taken  the  precipitous  side,  where  the  fat  China- 
men, who  had  j)repared  to  receive  them  by  the  zigzag  path, 
never  thought  they  would  come.  The  Chinese  gunners  are 
trying  in  vain  to  depress  their  guns  so  as  to  sweep  them 
with  grape.  Failing  that,  tliey  are  rolling  down  32-pound 
shot  upon  them,  and  throwing  stink-pots  which  do  not 
explode,  and  three-pronged  spears.  Th(  y  have  not  much 
time  for  tliis  amusement.  Commodore  Elliott,  with  a  middy 
by  his  side,  is  running  a  race  with  Captain  Doyle,  who  com- 
mands the  marines,  and  is  nearly  up  to  the  embrasures, 
detain  Boyle  fires  his  revolver  at  a  Chinaman  who  is 
trying  to  iire  his  matchlock  at  him.  He  misses  him,  for 
the  gallant  captain  is  too  m«ch  blown  with  his  race  to  shoot 
with  accuracy.  The  Chinaman,  in  return,  rolls  a  oouple  of 
huge  diet  down  at  the  eaptain,  and  then  takes  up  a  spear  of 
prodigious  length  and  hurk  it  ait  the  middy.  A  i^ot  from 
Commodore  MhoU's  rsvolTw  settles  this  biaye  man's  careifir. 
I  saw  him  afterwards  near  wheve  he  fbll,  grim  and  fierce  in 
death. 

Mixed  with  tbe  matines,  and  but  little  behind  the  fore 
lank,  climbed  die  post-captains  and  oommandera.  We  can 
veoognise  CorbeU^  and  Sbrsyth,  and  Leokie  (and  by  his  side 
Major  Kearney,  conspicaons  hj  his  heknet-shaped  pith  hat), 
and  Fellowes,  con^ding  Tigtmrasiy  witiL  the  laws  of 
gravitation.  Edgell  is  hit ;  no,  he  has  only  slipped  wifile 
dodging  a  round  shot,  and  has  rolled  half-way  down  the  hill. 
He  gets  up  and  shakes  himself  and  recommences.  Mount- 
ing the  same  precipitous  ascent  with  quick  elastic  step,  hi» 
flag-lieutenant,  Fowler,  by  his  side,  goes  the  admiral  him- 
self. He  went  off  from  the  Coromandel  in  his  own  boat, 
imobserved  by  many  on  board.  He  has  no  weapon,  not 
even  a  walking-stick  to  help  him  up ;  yet  he  outstrides 
many  of  the  marines.  He  goes  to  see  what  next  is  to  be 
done,  and  we  will  make  haste  to  join  him. 

This  pai't  of  the  affair  is  soon  over.  The  cfunnei-s  sulkily 
retire  as  the  storming  party  arrive  ;  but  they  tire  their  guns 
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within  fifty  yards  of  their  assailants.  They  walk  away 
down  the  back  of  the  hill,  and  it  requires  many  shots  from 
the  marines  to  make  them  run.  The  marines  fire  very 
badly  ;  running  up  hill  is  not  a  good  preparation  for  rifle- 
shooting  at  moving  objects. 

From  the  top  of  the  liill  I  have  a  most  magnificent 
panoramic   view   of  the   operations   below.  Lieutenant 
Powler  has  brought  one  of  the  Chinese  guns  to  bear  upon 
the  junks,  and  the  junks  fire  up  at  us,  but  neither  do  much 
damaga    Now  Elliott  and  his  captains  run  down  to  their 
boats  and  follow  the  HaugJUy,  which  is  alreadj  deftr  of  the 
island  and  up  with  the  junks  beyond.    The  marines  descend 
into  the  paddy-fields  at  the  foot  of  that  side  of  the  Mil  fort 
"which  £aces  the  junks,  and,  \xg  to  the  waist  in  water,  thsif 
take  pot  shots  at  the  Chinamen.    The  Haughty  drives 
xight  stem  on  into  one  of  the  two  large  junks  that  have 
been  sweeping  the  channel,  and  cracks  her  like  a  nnt-sfaidJ.* 
forajth  jumps  first  on  board,  and  the  crew  jump  overboard. 
It  is  the  old  stoij,  '^'Spose  you  must  oome,  I  mast  go.** 
The  shots  must  be  flying  forionaly  down  thcffe,  for  thb^ 
jimks  ace  blazing  awi^  their  twelve  gons  each  at  the 
intraders  who  rash  into  their  croek  ftom  OUT  snie  of  the* 
Isknd,  and  fbrfy  axe  equally  rapid  ia  their  dieohiirges  upon, 
the  boats  that  have  gone  up  on  the  other  side.   How  any 
mortal  tiling  can.  live  in  that  hell  of  flying  inm  it  8eems> 
impoBsiMa  to  oonoeive.   The  seoret,  I  bdieve^  lies  in  the- 
xesolation  of  om^  men.    They  piili  directly  up  akiigade,  and 
from  the  elevation  of  the  guns  the  inevitable  broadside  of 
grape  passes  over  their  heads.    I  saw  ikm  happen  in  the 
case  of  Commodore  Elliott's  boat,  which  emerged  unharmed* 
from  a  discharge  I  thought  had  annihilated  it.    The  junk 
had  coolly  waited  nil  the  boat  was  alongside,  and  then 
poured  in  its  shot.    It  all  passed  high,  and  when  the  smoke 
cleared  away  the  crew  were  running  across  the  paddy-fields, 
and  the  marines  were  shooting  them. 

The  game  was  soon  up.  First  came  a  rush  of  fire  and  a 
loud  explosion.  A  pillar  of  white  smoke  rises  high  into  the 
air  and  swells  at  the  top  like  a  Doric  column.  Then 
another  and  another,  and  the  guns  cease,  and  the  cannon 
smi^e  blows  away,  and  the  boaLb'  crews  are  rowing  from 


Digitized  by  Google 


ss 


chuta. 


junk  to  junk,  and  in  two  long  lines,  almost  as  &r  as  the  eye 
can  reaohy  lie  the  jniik%«-*-8ome  kindling,  some  in  ftiU  blaze, 

bnt  all  stranded  and  abandoned.  In  one  of  tbese  the 
sailors  rescued  an  old  man  and  a  boy,  chained  to  a  gun,  and 
left  to  hurn.  Tn  another,  a  woman  lukI  child  were  tied 
with  wliisps  of  bamboo  to  a  3iI-pountlcr.  There  were  many 
which  the  sailors  could  not  enter,  and  perhaps  these  also 
bad  their  victims. 

We  have  been  looking  down  upon  the  junks  which  lay 
across  the  Fatshan  Branch,  and  also  along  the  winding  creek 
that  stretches  away  at  ricfht  anj^les  to  the  left.  Our  view  of 
those  which  lay  along  the  creek  tliat  bears  to  the  ria^ht  was 
not  quite  so  near.  But  here  the  contest  ceased  about  the 
same  time.  Hight  and  left,  covering  an  immenso  extent  of 
narrow  water,  tlie  junks  lie,  prizes  either  to  us  or  the 
flames.  We  have  leisure  now  to  count  them — they  are 
seven  ty-t  wo. 

f*or  the  first  time  I  appreciate  the  far-sighted  wisdom  of 
the  admiral's  ])lan  of  attack.  By  leading  up  his  ships  at 
dead  low  water  he  not  only  obtained  the  advantage  of  a 
rising  tide  when  his  steamers  grounded  upon  the  shoals  and 
unknown  impediments,  but  he  also  made  sure  of  finding  the 
jonks  all  aground,  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  they  were 
moored  al<mg  each  shore,  to  leave  the  channel  clear  for 
ordinaij  tramc  Thus  the  crews  were  obliged  either  to  fight 
or  run.  Had  he  taken  them  at  even  a  quarter  flood  they 
had  been  afloat  Some  of  the  hindermost  wonld  have  been 
destroyed,  and  by  fire  or  by  sinking  would  have  choked  the 
channelt  whUe  the  rest  would  have  escaped  up  the  number* 
less  creeks,  which  the  Chinamen  only  know. 

While  some  are  plundering  and  some  are  thinking  of 
breakfast,  there  is  heavy  firing  in  the  distance.  People  ask, 
Where  is  Ke])pel  1  We  must  follow  his  fortunes  ;  for  all  is 
not  over  yet,  and  there  is  much  to  tell. 

When  Commodore  Kej)pel  passed  us  at  dawn  he  steamed 
away  up  the  channel  to  the  right  of  Hyacinth  Island,  until 
he  came  under  the  six-gun  battery,  and  within  fire  of  the 
junks.  Here  his  vessel  ran  aground,  and  tlio  Plover  coming 
up,  the  commodore  transferred  himself  to  her ;  but  as  sVie 
could  not  get  up,  he  got  into  his  own  galley,  and,  followed 
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by  the  row-boats  of  the  Calcutta,  tlio  Bittern,  and  the  Ki(jei% 
pulled  straight  away  through  tlie  fire.  The  big  junk  that 
lay  across  the  channel  was  boarded  in  her  own  smoke.  As 
usual,  when  the  assailants  grew  very  near,  the  Chinamen 
fired  a  broadside  and  also  a  train,  and  slipped  into  the 
irater  on  the  other  mde.  The  boats  were  scarcely  free  of 
her  when  she  blew  np.  Kight  in  among  the  thirty-fiye 
junks  dashed  Keppel  and  his  cheering  dare-devilSy  receiving 
their  fire  and  driving  the  crews  away  as  they  approached. 
Tain  were  the  Chinamen's  stinkpots^  their  three-pronged 
iqpearSy  and  their  ingenious  nets,  so  contrived  as  to  fidl  over 
a  boat*s  crew  and  catch  them  like  herrings,  while  they  spear 
them  through  the  meshes.  To  utilize  such  ingenious  in- 
Tentioos  John  Chinaman  must  wait  till  the  boats  come 
alongside^  and  this  he  has  not  yet  tutored  his  nerves  to 
accomplish. 

Never  wait^  lads  cried  the  commodore ;  "  leave  those 
rascals  to  the  gun-boats  and  the  fellows  behind ;  push  on 
ahead!*' 

Through  this  wildemess  of  junks  they  pulled,  diving  out 
their  crews  by  sheer  audacity,  and  leaving  little  to  be  done 
by  thoee  who  should  oome  after.  They  shot  through  the 
lines  up  into  the  vacant  channel.   Some  of  his  boats  had 

been  hulled  by  the  junks ;  perhaps  some  lingered  to  pay  a 

visit  to  a  deserted  Chinaman,  or  to  stop  his  mouth ;  but 
Keppel  still  pressed  onward,  and  where  lie  goes  he  always 
gets  some  to  follow.  Where  could  he  be  going  ?  Was  it 
information,  or  was  it  intuition  1  or  has  he  resolved  to 
attack  with  his  seven  boats  the  city  of  Fatshau  and  its 
population  of  200,000  people  ?  I  have  not  asked  him  and 
he  has  not  said,  but  I  suspect  the  city  was  his  object.  With 
four  galleys  and  three  boom-boats,  carrying  a  gun  each  in 
their  bows,  they  speed  away  from  the  conquered  junks  and 
hold  on  for  nearly  four  miles ;  but  now  there  are  junk 
masts  in  sight,  and  every  one  knows  that  a  fight  is  coming. 
A  little  further  on,  and  they  come  upon  their  prey,  and 
also  upon  one  of  those  strong  positions  which  the  Chinese 
have  now  learnt  to  take. 

At  the  part  of  the  Fatshan  branch — which  they  had  now 
reached — ^there  is  an  island  shaped  like  a  leg  of  mutton, 
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placed  leogtliway  in  tbe  river.  The  Lroad  pa,rt  is  towards 
the  British  boats,  and  across  the  kuuckle-eud  twenty  large 
junks  lie  inoored  to  the  shore  and  aground.  The  consequence 
of  this  position  is,  that  to  attack  them  the  British  boats  must 
pass  through  one  of  two  passages,  both  of  which  narrow  to  a 
tunnel,  and  upon  that  narrow  neck  of  water  the  whole  fire 
of  the  twenty  junks  ^^dll  be  concentrated.  One  of  these 
funnel  pasf^ages  has  been  staked  and  is  impassable.  Tlie 
other  has  not  water  to  carr}^  two  boats  abreast.  At  this 
perilous?  passaore  Keppel  and  his  crew  now  dashed.  The 
three  boom-boats  took  the  gi'ound  in  attempting  to  follow. 
The  base  of  this  triangular  island  consists  of  liigh  Lmd 
which  the  grounded  booni-boats  could  not  fire  over,  so  their 
guns  were  useless ;  the  aj)ex,  or,  to  use  my  more  familiar 
illuatration,  the  knuckle-part,  was  low  paddy-fields,  which 
tlie  junks'  guns  could  readily  sweep  across.  It  was  a  poa- 
tioQ  wortiiy  of  a  Carthaginian: — locus  inmdiU  naiuB* 

No  sooner  did  the  boats  appear  in  the  narrow  passage 
than  twenty  32-pounder8  sent  twenty  roimd  shot,  and  a 
hundred  smaller  guns  sent  their  full  chaigea  of  grape  and 
canister  at  a  range  of  500  yards  light  among  them.  The 
effect  was  terrible.  jBLeppel  was  sounding  with  the  boat-hook 
fxsc  water  for  the  boom-boata^  and  went  back  amid  the  storm 
to  get  them  up.  They  start  afresh,  and  make  another 
effort  to  get  through.  The  commodore  pushes  on  ahead. 
There  was  Captain  Leckie  in  his  galley,  with  Major  Kearney 
by  his  »da  There  was  Captain  Holland  in  the  launch 
the  CdUuttOf  and  Lieutenant  Seymour  in  the  barge  of  the 
same  ship.  The  TrQnmiB  cutter  was  in  among  them.  The 
Hongkong^  who  had  worked  herself  up  through  the  mud  to 
within  500  yards  of  the  scene  of  action,  had  sent  her  gig. 
Ferhf^  there  were  others,  but,  amid  so  mudi  smoke  and 
fire,  even  those  who  were  in  it  cannot  agree  as  to  minute 
details.  If  the  gunners  of  the  HxceUerU  had  been  in  those 
Chinese  junks,  and  had  worked  those  32-pounder  guns,  they 
could  hardly  have  thrown  the  round  shot  straighter.  Keppel's 
galley,  not  a  large  mark,  is  hit  three  times  in  two  minutes  ; 
a  32-pounder  sliot  strikes  Major  Kearney  in  the  breast, 
tearing  him  to  pieces.  He  must  have  died  without  a  scnsa- 
J>ion.    Y  uung  JBarker,  a  midshipman  of  the  l^rihi^ne,  who 
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wore  upon  his  finger  a  ring  bequeathed  to  him  by  liis 
brother,  who  was  killed  at  Inkermann,  is  down,  mortally 
wounded.  The  oommodore's  coxswain  is  killed,  and  every 
man  of  his  crew  is  wounded.  But  the  miracle  is  not  that 
the  men  are  falling,  but  that  any  escape.  The  God  of  battles 
is  there,  and  wonderful  are  the  instanoes  of  Hismereifal  pro- 
iecti(m.  Captain  Cochrane  has  the  sleeve  of  his  coat  torn 
away  by  a  shot  which  leaves  him  unharmed.  A  round  shot 
enters  the  TrUbim^a  boat,  and  passes  along  her  line  of  keel 
from  stem  to  stern,  without  toudiing  a  man.  That  was 
dose,  Yictor,"  said  Keppel  to  his  flag-lieutenant^  as  a  cannon- 
shot  passed  between  their  heads.  Fortunately  for  himself 
Victor  *'  (Prince  Tictor  of  Hohenlohe,  as  thorough  and  as 
unpretending  a  British  seaman  as  if  his  name  were  Drake  or 
Jervis)  was  leaning  forwards,  and  using  his  handkerchief  as 
a  tourniquet  to  stop  the  bleeding  of  a  seaman  whose  hand 
had  just  been  shot  off,  otherwise  that  ball  must  have  taken 
I^rince  Victor's  head  off.  At  this  time  the  galley  was  dis- 
abled, and  she  was  drifting  down  under  tlie  guns  of  the 
junks.  Even  Keppel  saw  that  it  would  not  do.  The  matter 
was,  however,  settled  for  him,  for  the  next  shot  tore  away 
the  stern  sheets  of  his  galley  while  he  was,  fortunately, 
standing  up  with  the  tiller-ropes  in  his  hand,  "  Seymour,  you 
must  take  me  in,"  and  he  stepped  from  his  sinking  galley 
into  the  barge  of  the  CalcnxUa.  All  the  other  occu|)ant.s  of 
the  galley  were  also  removed  into  the  barge  ;  all  except  the 
mangled  corpse  of  the  coxswain,  and  the  favourite  dog  of  the 
commodore,  which  had  been  accustomed  to  be  tended  by  that 
man,  and  would  not  leave  his  body.  With  this  freight 
the  \vreck  of  the  galley  drifted  with  the  rising  tide  up 
towards  the  junks. 

Now  the  boats  retired  amid  a  pouTuling  of  gongs,  strange 
shouts  of  triumph,  and  a  redoubled  tire.  They  retired  to 
the  H(mg7cong,  which  was  aground  astern  ;  but  which,  sup- 
ported by  the  JStarling,  threw  shot  and  shell  up  among  the 
junker  and  received  from  them  a  full  equivalent  for  their 
fire. 

The  Commodore  was  waiting  for  reinforcements  and  for 
more  water  in  the  river,  and,  meanwhile,  he  piped  to 
dinner.  The  men  were  getting  their  rations,  and  were  devour- 
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ing  them,  when  the  fire  from  the  junks  slackened.  "  Three 
cheers  for  the  Blue,"  cried  a  Ealeigh  boat  that  now  came 
lip.  "  ^Fan  the  ])oats,  lads ;  those  rascals  are  getting  afloat.** 
Off  they  go  again,  dinnerless,  but  in  high  spirits,  and  under 
a  fire  so  hot  that  the  Calm/Mas  launch  is  sunk,  and  Com- 
mander Holland  has  to  scrcamblc  into  another  boat. 

This  time  they  find  water  enough  in  the  narrow  passage, 
«ad,  dashing  through  the  shot,  find  the  enemy  afloat  and  in 
moyement.  It  has  now  become  a  cbaae.  These  junks, 
manned  by  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  rowers,  go  faster  than 
our  heavy  boom-boats  can  follow.  But  the  shrapnell  shell  go 
laster  than  even  a  snake  jnnk  ;  there  are  twistings  in  the 
creek  that  are  not  shown  in  the  chart,  and,  in  following  these 
windings,  pursuers  and  pursued  often  £nd  themselves  side  by 
side  with  an  interval  of  land  between  them.  ^  They  fire  at 
each  other  across  these  peninsulas,  and  the  guns  are  so  well 
served^  and  the  shells  are  so  terrifying,  that  every  now  and 
then  the  crews  leap  out  and  the  junk  is  deserted."^  Push 
on^push  on.  Six  miles  this  hot  chase  lasts,  and  there 
are  now  but  eight  junks  uncaptured ;  when,  rounding  a  sharp 
point,  pursued  and  pursuers  rush  almost  together  into  the 
city  of  Fatshan.  A  Chinese  town  is  not  seen  a&r  off ;  the 
pagoda  and  the  pawnbrokers*  warehouses  are  the  only  high 
bmldinga  Three  of  the  junks  escape,  the  other  five  are 
headed  and  are  abandoned.  But  the  braves  of  Fatsbaa 
would  think  it  a  shame  that  their  five  junks  should  be 
taken  from  under  their  eyes.  They  turn  out  in  martial 
array  ;  they  ring  bells  and  beat  gongs,  they  come  filing  down 
a  fosse,  so  covered  from  view  that  only  their  waving  banners 
and  their  brandished  swords  and  shields  are  visible.  "  We 
are  terrible  ,  flee  before  us  !"  they  are  supposed  to  sing  or 
cry.  Keppel  has  his  own  way  of  settling  these  matters. 
He  turned  his  marines  out  of  his  boats,  drew  them  up  on 
the  margin  of  the  suburb,  and  poured  into  the  Fatshan 
militia  such  a  volley  of  Mini6  balls  tliat  the  Chinese  army 
went  quickly  back  up  its  fosse  again.  He  proposed  to  land 
his  howitzers  and  jiass  the  night  in  the  city — a  daring 
scheme,  which  might  have  produced  a  ransom  of  half  a 
million  of  dollars  or  utter  destruction,  as  the  fortune  of  war 
n^ight  incline.     A  message  from  the  admiral,  however. 
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recalled  him.  He  had  his  five  junks  towed  out  before  liim, 
and  as  he  left  the  city  he  stood  up  in  the  stern-sheets  of  his 
boat  and  shook  his  fist  good-humoured ly,  saying,  "  You 
rascals,  I'll  come  back  again  to  you  soon  and  those 
extraordinary  Chinese,  they,  too,  laughed — a  broad,  good- 
humoured  grin — and  so  tbey  parted. 

It  was  three  o'clock  when  Commodore  Keppel  returned  to 
the  flag-ship,  which  was  now  anchored  where  the  Chinese 
admiral's  junks  had  been  moored  at  the  commencement  of 
the  engagement.  As  he  came  down,  his  lost  dog  recognized 
the  jeWowBaUigh  boat^  and  swam  off  to  his  master. 

Not  a  junk  was  preserved.*  Their  materials  are  so 
inflammable  that  they  readily  ignite  one  another,  and  as  we 
can  make  no  use  of  them,  they  were  not  worth  saving  at 
the  price  of  danger  to  the  meu.  As  it  was,  the  shot  from 
their  heated  guns  rushed  about  in  a  most  unpleasant  maoner. 
At  sundown  the  view  from  the  deck  of  the  flagship  was  a 
mixture  of  the  grotesque  and  the  sublime.  The  boats  were 
aU  adorned  with  barbaric  spoils  ;  banners  of  evexj  ampH* 
tude,  some  of  them  adorned  with  colossal  pictures  of  the  fat 
god  Fo,  flaunted  upon  the  breeze.  Mandarins^  coats  and 
mandarins'  breeches  were  freely  worn.  Commodore  Elliott'a 
crew  were  equipped  each  with  a  mandarin's  hat^  and  foxea* 
taOs.  They  had  dutifully  reserved  one  for  the  commodore, 
but  I  must  confess  I  did  not  see  him  put  it  on.  Around, 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  following  the  windings  of  thia 
maze  of  creeks,  89  war-junks  were  smouldering  or  blazing, 
and  every  Ave  minutes  an  explosion  shook  the  air.  The 
Cantonese  had  sidd  that  Commodore  Elliott's  expedition  ia 
Escape  Creek  only  captured  a  few  deserted  fidiing-boats. 
,  From  the  roofe  of  their  own  joss-houses  they  could  now  see 
and  hear  what  had  been  done  in  Fatshan  branch.  It  was' 
bruited  in  Hongkong  tbat  a  mandarin  of  high  rank,  one 
greater  than  Yeh,  had  coine  down  from  i'ekiu  to  Canton. 
If  so,  he  now  gained  his  first  experience. 

Then  came  Dr.  Anderson's  sad  labour  of  marshalling  the 
wounded  for  transport,  and  collecting  the  re|)orts  of  the 
assistant-surgeons.    Bat  the  public  despatches  will  tell  all 

*  This  WAS  a  miBtake  :  five  jnnks  were  Mkved,  but  what  has  been 
done  with  them  I  have  uot  heard. 
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this ;  eDoiigli  for  me  to  state  tbat  in  tiieae  two  battles  of 
Timg-koon  and  Fatahan  84  men  have  been  killed  or 
wounded. 

That  night  the  two  commodores  alepti  mde  by  side,  the 
sleep  of  the  weary,  on  the  deck  of  the  CaramaTidel ;  and  so 

ended  the  1st  of  June. 

Next  morning,  as  we  passed  down  the  river^  tAvo  war- 
junks  appeared  three  niiles  astern,  and  iired  a  gun.  They 
were  chasing  the  barbarian  fleet  1 

It  will  probably  be  agreeable  to  my  readers  to  have  Com- 
modore Keppel's  own  account  of  the  battle  of  Fatshan.  It 
was,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  date,  written  long  after  my  letter 
had  left  for  England  ;  but  I  have  not  found  anytliing  in  it 
to  render  correction  of  mv  description  necessary.  The 
Commodore's  letter  has  already  been  printed  in  the  Times. 

ALUOAfOft,  CoMton  J^ti^,  /fine  20. 

**  The  three  weeks  of  this  month  have  heen  full  of  ezintemeni.  We 
commenced  on  tlie  1st  with  as  pretty  a  boat  action  as  any  ever  recorded 
ill  mir  naval  history,  though  it  may  never  he  appreciated,  because  it. 
was  lougiit  in  China.  The  troops  are  now,  unfortunately,  required  for 
India,  and  I  suppose  we  shall  not  get  them  before  the  summer  is  over. 
So  nmeh  tfie  better  for  them,  as  it  is  broiling  hot  just  now.  In  tiie 
mean  time  we  have  to  keep  the  Canton  river  open  for  tkem^  it  beinf^ 
their  high  road  to  the  Celestial  city,  which  I  suppose  they  will  have  to 
occupy  before  Lord  Elgin  attempts  to  bring  C-oiiiniibsioner  Ych  to 
terms.  I  am  left  here  in  command  of  the  river,  the  fort  of  Chucupee, 
which  I  took  possession  of  on  the  18th,  being  my  boandary  at  one  end, 
and  the  Macao  Fort  at  the  other.  Tliey  are  aboat  forty  miles  apart ; 
Chucupee  is  about  that  distaaoe  from  Hongkong,  and  Macao  is  tliree 
miles  from  the  city  of  Canton ;  all  the  intermediate  forts  have  been 
demolished,  and  on  the  1st  we  polished  off  the  remainder  of  their  war- 
fleet,  about  180  Imperial  war-juuks,  su  tiiat  I  now  bold  uuconlrolled 
possession.  -  Onr  worthy  diief-— and  a  fine  feHow  he  !s— remaina  with 
his  ship  at  Hongkong,  paying  ns  ooeasional  visits  in  one  of  the 
smaller  steamers.  I  have  seventeen  ships,  containing  about  2,600 
men,  stationed  at  different  distances ;  and,  this  being  the  anniversary 
of  her  Majesty's  accession,  they  are  all  dressed  out  with  fl.ijs,  and  at 
nooo  Commissioner  Yeh  wiU  be  edihed  by  royal  salutea  iired  ibu  whole 
length  of  the  Imperial  river  from  Canton  to  below  the  Bogue  Forts. 
My  poor  Raleigh  no  longer  belongs  to  her  Majesty's  navy,  and  the 
admiral  has  appointed  myself  .ind  all  the  officers  to  the  Alh'r/ator,  and 
given  us  three  vessels  to  man  as  tenders,  I  live  in  tlie  Honnkun'j,  but 
comti  here  to  sleep  when  not  moving  about,  this  old  hulk  being  assort 
of  fixture.   My  steward  keeps  mess,  and  we  all  grub  together ;  viz.. 
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Ta&atmmiBi  Goodenough,  Dr.  Crftwford,  Priiioe  Victor,  Autey  (my 
secretar)r)>  Lord  Charles  Scott,  Montagoe^  and  Harry  Stephenson. 

We  are  very  happy  and  jolly,  and  the  temporary  arrangement  is  a  very 
good  one.  We  thought  we  were  going  to  have  a  little  light  the  other 
day,  as  the  admiral  had  ordered  me  to  take  posseBsion  of  the  Chucupee 
Fort.  We  moved  down  to  do  so  in  good  order  on  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  but  the  enemy  guessed  what  they  might  expect,  and  very  wisely 
*  hooked  it.*  I  am  afraid  this  is  the  last  little  affair  that  is  likely  to 
occur  this  summer.  I  have  stationed  the  vessels  under  my  orders  at 
different  distances  all  the  way  up.  The  uj>per  part  of  the  river  is  not 
considered  so  healthy  as  the  wider  part  down  here,  80  that  1  Lave  them 
relieved  every  fortnight.  There  are  two  iatends  near  where  we  are 
anchored,  where  the  men  and  officers  of  the  ships  near  assemble  every 
evening,  and  play  at  quoits  and  all  sorts  of  games.  Tn  fact,  time  seems 
to  fly  fast,  and  the  mails  going  and  coming  every  fortnight  keeps  us  all 
alive.  Turnour,  ia  command  of  the  Bittern,  is  now  taking  his  turn  up 
at  the  front,  which,  although  less  healthy,  is  the  favourite  post.  They 
are  obliged  to  be  continn^ly  on  the  alert^  and  look  out  for  fire  rafter 
and  all  Horts  of  infernal  machines.  I  generally  visit  them  once  a  week 
in  tlie  IJov'jhmg.  I  hope  somebody  gave  you  a  good  account  of  our 
bt>at  fif,'ht  on  the  1st  of  June.  It  must  have  been  a  beautiful  sii^dit  to 
those  who  witnesased  it  from  the  heights.  The  shallow  water  obliged 
the  ffongkony  to  ground,  when  she  would  otherwise  have  been  in  front 
of  everything ;  but  when  she  grounded  I  led  on  the  boats  in  my  gig ; 
but  as  the  tide  was  rising,  the  Honyhong  kept  following  08  as  fast  as  she 
could.  The  first  division  of  the  Chinese  fleet  were  simultaneously 
attacked  by  about  1,900  men,  spread  over  a  large  surface,  and  .soon 
gave  way  ;  but  I  did  not  take  up  more  than  a  quarter  of  that  number 
to  attack  their  second  divisiou,  which  was  three  miles  higher  up  t]ie 
river,  in  a  well-seleoted  place,  and  evidently  the  iUte  of  th^  fleet* 
They  numbered  exactly  twenty,  in  one  compact  row  ;  tliey  mounted 
from  ten  to  fourteen  guns  each,  two  of  them  in  stern  and  bow  being 
heavy  32-ponnders.  I  saw  that  T  had  all  the  Ralciglis  boats  well  up, 
and  determined  to  push  on.  They  fired  occasional  shots,  as  if  to 
ascertain  our  exact  dustance,  but  did  not  open  their  heaviest  fire  until 
we  were  within  000  yards,  and  then  I  soon  saw  how  impossible  it 
would  be  to  force  our  way  until  I  had  reinforcements.  Nearly  the 
first  poor  fellow  whose  heud  was  knocked  ofi  was  an  amateur — Major 
Xearney.  I  had  known  him  many  years.  We  cheered,  and  I  tried  to 
get  on,  when  a  shot  struck  my  boat  right  amidships,  cut  one  man  in 
two,  and  took  off  the  arm  cf  another.  Prince  Victor,  who  was  with 
me,  jumped  forward  to  bind  the  man's  arm  up  with  his  neckcloth. 
While  he  was  doing  so,  another  round  shot  passed  through  both  sides 
of  the  boat,  wounding  two  others  of  the  crew.  The  boat  was  filling 
with  water,  and  I  got  on  one  of  the  seats  to  keep  my  legs  out  of 
the  water ;  and,  just  as  I  stepped  up,  a  third  round  snot  went  through 
both  sideB  of  tiie  boat,  not  more  than  one  inch  below  the  seat  on  which 
I  was  standing.  Many  of  our  boats  had  now  got  huddled  togethei-,  the 
oars  of  luost  being  shot  away.  A  boat  of  the  Calcutta  being  nearest, 
we  got  in,  puliing  our  wounded  men  with  us.    My  dog  '  J^like ' 
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tdhttog  to  leave  the  dead  body  of  the  sum  who  had  been  his  j^vourite, 
we  were  obliged  to  leave  him.  I  then  gave  the  order  to  retire  on  the 
Honokmg,  and  re-form  abreast  of  her.  While  we  were  going  down,  a 
shot  cut  away  all  the  oars  on  one  side.  I  called  to  Lieutenant  Graham 
to  get  bis  boat  ready,  as  I  wonM  boist  my  broad  pendant,  and  lead  the 
next  attack  in  his  boat.  I  had  no  sooner  eipoken  than  a  shot  disabled 
his  boat,  wonnding  him,  and  killing  and  wounding  four  others.  I  saw 
Graham  one  mass  of  blood,  but  it  was  from  a  marine  who  stood  next 
to  him,  and  part  of  wIiohg  skull  waH  forced  three  inches  into  another 
man's  shoulder.  When  I  reached  the  Hongko%\(j,  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  fire  appeared  to  be  centred  npon  ber.  She  was  bnlled  twelve 
times  in  a  few  minutes  ;  her  deck  was  covered  with  the  wounded  wbo 
had  been  brought  on  board  from  the  lioats.  I  was  Idolcing  at  them, 
when  a  round  shot  cut  down  a  marine,  and  he  fell  ainung  them".  From 
the  paddle-box  I  saw  that  our  heavy  filing  was  now  bringing  up  a 
strong  reinforcement.  The  account  of  my  having  been  obliged  to  retire 
bad  reacbed  tbem,  and  tbey  were  pulling  np  like  mad.  The  S<m^^oimg 
bad  floated  and  grounded  again.  I  ordered  a  bit  of  blue  bunting  to  be 
got  ready  to  represent  my  broad  pendant ;  I  called  out,  *  Let  ns  try 
the  row-boata  once  more,  boys,'  and  went  over  the  side  into  our 
cutter  (the  UcdeighU)^  in  which  wa^  Tumour,  the  faithful  spurrier, 
brbiging  tbe  bit  of  blue  flag.  At  this  moment  there  arose  from  tiie 
boats,  as  if  every  man  took  it  up  the  same  instant,  one  of  those  British 
cheers  so  fall  of  meaning  that  X  knew  at  once  that  it  was  all  up  with 
John  Chinaman.  They  might  sink  twenty  boats,  but  there  were  thirty 
others  who  would  go  ahead  all  the  faster.  On  we  went.  Tt  was  indeed 
a  lovely  and  exciting  sight.  I  tiaw  the  move  among  the  junks.  They 
were  breaking  ground  and  moving  off,  the  outennost  flrst.  This 
ii^aiKnu  re  they  performed  in  beautiful  order.  They  never  ceased  to 
lire.  Three  more  cheers,  and  then  connnenced  an  exciting  chase  for 
seven  miles.  As  our  shot  told  on  them  they  i"an  on  shore,  and  their 
crews  forsook  them.  Seventeen  were  come  up  with  and  captured  this 
way ;  three  only  escaped.  It  was  in  this  last  chase  that  my  poor 
spurrier  was  shot  down  by  my  side.  I  saw  his  bowels  protrude  as  he 
lay  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  holding  my  hand.  He  asked  me  if  I 
thought  there  was  any  hope.  I  could  only  say,  'Where  there  is  life 
there  is  hope;*  but  1  had  none.  Strani^-e  to  say,  the  good  Crawford 
sewed  him  up,  and  the  admiral's  last  letter  from  Hongkong  states 
that  spurrier  hoped  to  return  to  his  duty  in  a  few  days.  What  a  long 
yam  I  have  spun  you ;  but,  as  I  l)egan,  the  little  a&ir  came  &esh  to 
my  memory,  and  I  have  filled  no  end  of  paper  all  about  self.  My  own 
prospects  for  the  future  T  cannot  guess  at,  but,  going  on  with  self,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  to  you,  whom  it  is  so  sure  to  gratify,  that  the 
admiral  speaks  highly  of  my  services  in  the  late  boat  aifair.  Whether 
be  overrates  them  or  not  is  not  my  businesi^  but  I  do  think  that  they 
ought  to  insure  my  continued  employment  out  here,  even  should  T  be 
on  the  flag  list.  There  is  a  fleet  out  and  coming  sufficiently  large  for 
two  admirals.  I  see  the  French  have  rewarded  my  serriceB  in  tbe 
Crimea  higher  thau  our  own  Government  has  done. 
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"  July  7. 

"  These  Chinese  rascals  still  give  us  enough  to  do.    We  are  sup- 

Sosed  not  to  interfere  with  the  trade,  so  tliat  huudred  of  vea^els  pass 
aily  up  and  down  the  river,  but  piratieal  boats  and  sorts  of  rascals 
get  in  nmong  these  traders,  who  quarrel  and  attack  one  another,  so 
that  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  distinj^uisli  the  trader  from  the  pirate. 
There  are  other  long  row-boats  carrying  sixty  men  each,  and  mounting 
guns,  that  are  sent  out  by  the  maudai*ius  to  intercept  the  trade  to 
£[ongkong,  Sunday  was  a  calm,  and  many  of  these  fellows  were  out. 
I  sent  a  gun-boat  in  the  evening.  During  the  night  she  returned, 
bringing  two  fellows  (traders),  whom  she  caught  fighting.  Yesterday 
morning  I  sent  the  gun-boat  and  Ilongl'ovrj  nj,i^in  away  ;  and,  as  I  had 
the  case  of  these  traders  to  investigate,  1  did  not  go  myself,  but  sent 
Sir  iiobert  M'Clure,  the  captain  of  the  Esk,  with  his  boats.  He  chased 
a  row-boat  up  one  creek,  while  the  Hongkong,  our  tender,  went  after 
another.  The  land  was  low,  so  that  I  could  see  tbetr  masts  all  day, 
and  see  and  hear  their  firing.  M'Glure^  in  his  gig  and  with  his  launch, 
followed  his  chase  up  an  inner  creek,  and  ou  his  suddenly  coming  on  a 
war -junk  they  (the  junk)  opened  fire  and  killed  and  wounded  ten  of 
his  men  in  the  launch.  Of  course,  he  attacked  them  again  when  his 
other  boats  came  up,  and  captured  boats,  junk,  and  all ;  so  here  baa 
been  a  small  afiair  and  I  not  in  it,  but  these'are  our  amusements. 

"  I  really  do  not  require  your  ladylike  caution  *  not  to  be  rash.*  It 
IS  a  real  fact  that  your  suspected  fire-eater  retired  from  a  position  he 
had  taken  up,  and  brought  his  boats  up  a  second  time  in  regular  order, 
when  the  cheers  of  our  lads  would  have  quelled  the  hearts  of  braver 
men  than  John  Ghmaman ;  but  all  this  I  shall  hope  to  fight  oyer  again 
with  you  at  home. 

"  We  have  a  surgeon  out  here  who  served  in  the  naval  brigade  in 
the  Crimea.  He  says  he  never  saw  such  frightful  wounds  as  the 
Chinese  shot  appear  to  make.  By  the  way  I  ought  to  record  a  delicate 
attention  of  the  ladies  of  Macao.  My  commodure':^  broad  pendant 
baving  been  lost  when  my  boat  sunk,  they  have  presented  me  with  a 
new  silk  one,  worked  with  their  own  fair  hands.  I  hope  some  day  to 
plant  it  on  the  walls  of  the  Celestial  city,  where  the  '  braves,*  as  they 
call  themselves,  shall  respect  it,  I  will  now,  in  conclusion,  give  you  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  me,  equally  gratifying  in  its  way.  I  am  sure  my 
dear  friends  at  home  will  agree  that  it  ought  to  be  so 

'  From  Kear-Admibal  Sia  M.  Setmoub. 

"  'Sir, — I  had  the  satisfaction  of  communicating  yesterday  to  the 
squadron  generall}^  my  high  sense  of  the  zeal  and  gallantry  displayed 
by  the  officers  and  men  in  the  decisive  actiou  against  the  Chinese  war- 
junks  in  the  Fatshan  creek  on  the  1st  inst.,  bat  I  feel  that  it  is  further 
inenmbent  on  me  to  express  personally  my  admiration  of  the  oool 
courage  and  good  judgment  with  which  you  led  the  attack, — first,  in 
the  gunboats  until  they  grounded,  and  afterwards  in  the  ships'  boat  up 
the  Fatshan  branch,  where,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Fatshat), 
the  severe  struggle  with  the  formidable  Une  of  heavy  junks  moored 
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aeron  the  riw  oommenoed,  and  the  Him^Bomg,  again  aground,  bore  so 

conspicuous  a  part ;  also,  your  subsequent  determined  attack  with  the 
boats  under  your  command,  which  finally  dislodged  the  junk  forces, 
and  led  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the  day.  The  fact  that  your  galley 
was  sunk  under  you,  and  that  five  out  of  six  of  her  crew  were  killed  or 
wounded,  is  the  best  proof  that  you  maintained  the  post  of  honour 
throughout. 

'  I  Hiiicerely  congratulate  you  on  3'our  safety,  and  shall  not  fail  to 
bring  your  services  to  the  notice  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty. 

*'  *  I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

«  '  M.  SSTlfOUB, 

'Bear-Admiial|  Comnuuider-iii-Chie£* " 


The  promotions  for  thia  affidr  wei'e  as  follow  \— 

Admibaltt,  August  10. 

In  consideration  of  the  successful  operations  against  mandarin  junks 
up  Escape  Greek  and  the  Sawshee  Channel  of  the  Canton  Biver  on  the 
25th  and  27th  of  May,  and  also  of  the  attack  on  the  fort  and  junk  fleet 
in  Fatslian  Creek  on  the  1st  of  June,  as  recorded  in  the  London 
Gazette  of  the  1st  instant^  the  following  promotions  have  this  day  taken 
place : 

To  be  Captains . 

ComCTiander  Charles  Codrington  Forsyth. 

Commander  John  Corbett. 
Commander  William  Hae  Holland. 
Commander  Edward  Winterton  Tumour. 

To  be  CoxiCAiiDiSBS. 

Lieutenant  George  Campbell  Fowler. 
Lieutenant  Edward  Frederic  Dent. 
Lieutenant  ^Villiam  Lowley  Staniforth, 
Lieutenant  Arthur  IVfetivier  Urock. 
Lieutenant  his  Serene  iiighne.^s  Prince  Victor 
of  Hohenlohe>Langenburg. 

To  be  Acting  Lieutenants. 

(J  u  he  Con jlniicd  on  passing  at  the  Royal  Naval  College,) 

The  Hon.  Albert  Denison  Somerviile  Deuison. 
Mr.  Thomas  Keith  Hudson. 
Mr.  William  St.  John  Somner  Hornby. 
Mr.  Henry  Craren  St.  John. 

To  be  Masxes^  Mr.  John  Jones* 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

▲FX£B    THS  BATXLSi 

Trial  of  Commodore  Keppel  for  loss  of  the  Ixaleirjh — Honourable 
Acquittal — ^Visit  to  the  Wounded  of  Fatshan — Preparatioiis  for 
Beodptioit  of  Lord  Elgin— JiiBt  of  Gasuftlties  at  Escape  Creek  and 
X'atBUuu 

Hongkong,  June  9. 
When  the  admiral  had  returned  to  his  anchorage  a 
naval  court-martial  was  held  on  board  the  Sihylle  upon. 
Commodore  Keppel  and  his  crew  for  the  loss  of  the  Raleigh, 
The  report  of  the  o^cer  sent  to  survey  the  sj)ot  rendered 
this  trial  almost  a  matter  of  form.  It  was  chiefly  remark- 
able for  a  speech  from  the  commodore,  who  appeared  with 
his  breast  quite  covered  with  orders  and  medals,  and  never 
alluded  in  any  way  to  himaelf  during  the  whole  of  his 
defence.  The  fact  is  that  no  great  loss  has  been  sustained 
in  the  MaUigh,  For  modern  naval  warfare,  and  eqpeciallj 
in  these  seaa^  your  old  dO-gan  sailing  ships  are  useless. 
They  are  pleasant  as  marine  residences^  bat  for  lighting  yoa 
might  as  well  arm  your  men  with  bows  and  arrows.  Tlie 
commodore  received  back  his  sword,  and  is  lefb  in  command 
up  til  ft  river. 

To-day  I  visited  the  wounded  men.  All  the  severe  cases 
are  on  board  the  Hereulea,  With  the  exception  of  two 
cases— one  where  the  poor  creature  has  the  back  of  his  head 
shot  away,  and  lingers  still  with  half  a  brain — ^tiie  men  are 
all  doing  welL  The  main  deck  of  the  Herculea  might  be 
envied  as  an  hoqntal  ward  by  the  surgeons  of  Guy*s  or  Bar- 
tholomew's. Many  of  the  wounds  are  of  the  most  frightful 
description.  They  are  all  caused  either  by  canoon-shot  or 
jagged  pieces  of  iron.  It  is  wonderful  to  find  the  men  so 
cheerful  under  the  pressure  of  such  wounds.  I  heard  no 
moan  or  sob  all  the  time  I  was  in  the  ship.   Yet  there  was 
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one  poor  fellow  who  was  even  than  having  extracted  from 
hifl  raonlder  small  bits  of  a  comrade's  skull,  which  had  been 
smashed  and  scattered  in  splinters  by  a  round  shot.  I 

talked  much  to  Jenkins,  the  seaman  of  Keppel's  galley, 
whose  life  Prince  Victor  siivecl  by  timely  twisting  his  hand- 
kerchief over  the  stump.  Jenkins  is  a  very  intelligent 
fellow  ;  he  looks  calmly  at  his  stump — perhaps  he  thinks  of 
England  and  Greenwich,  and  strikes  a  balance  in  his  mind. 
Upon  the  whole  I  must  report  that  up  to  this  present  time 
no  wounded  men  could  possibly  be  better  cared  for  than 
those  of  this  Chinese  squadron. 

In  Hongkong  we  arc  now  listening  for  the  gun  which 
will  announce  the  arrival  of  the  mail.  It  is  a  great  incon- 
venience to  every  one  here  that  it  is  so  arranged  by  the 
authorities  that  one  mail  comes  in  either  about  twelve  hours 
before  the  other  goes  out,  or  about  twelve  hours  after  it  is 
gone,  thus  causing  uncertainty  and  most  precipitous  haste  in 
all  matters  mercantile.  Why  not  arrange  the  arrivals  and 
departures  for  alternate  weeks  ?  I  dare  say  there  is  some 
stupid  clerk  in  some  inaccessible  office  who  has  some  stupid 
reason  for  inflicting  this  annoyance  upon  us. 

The  merohants  have  at  length  resolved  to  make  ft  demon- 
stration upon  the  Chinese  question.  It  appears  singular 
that  they  have  not  done  so  before  j  but  the  politics  of  Hong- 
kong are  very  intricate,  and  there  were  objections  to  all 
preyious  propositions.  The  Dents  have  now  taken  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  an  address  to  Lord  £lgin  is  in  course 
of  signature. 

After  the  osual  congratulation^  the  address  proceeds 
thus:— 

**  We  venture  upon  uo  opinion  at  present  respecting  the  reacljust- 
raent  of  our  relations  inih  the  empire  at  large,  though  always  prepared 
to  hold  oar  advioe  and  ezperienoe  at  your  lordship's  command ;  but 
upon  that  braneh  of  the  question  which  we  distinguish  as  the  '  Canton 

difficulty'  we  would  take  this,  the  earliest  opportunity,  of  recording: 
our  opinion — an  opinion  founded  upon  long,  reluctant,  and  we  niay 
add  traditional  experience — that  any  compromise  of  it,  or  any  sort  o£ 
settlement  which  ehall  stop  short  of  the  complete  humiliation  of  the 
Cantonese — which  shall  fiMl  to  teach  them  a  wholesome  respect  for  the 
obliijations  of  their  own  government  in  its  relations  with  indopendent 
powers,  and  a  inore  hospitable  reception  of  the  foreigner  who  resorts 
to  their  shores  for  the  peaceable  purposes  of  trade^  will  only  result  in 
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tother  iiiff»ruig  to  ihemielTM  and  fmrfher  diMMtroiii  intemiptioiit 
tons. 

"  Many  of  us  have  already  been  heavy  sufterers  by  the  present 
difiBculty.  It  must  be  apparent  to  your  lordship  that  our  best  interests 
lie  upon  the  side  of  peace,  and  upon  the  earUest  solid  peace  that  can 
ba  ootained.  But,  notwithstaodiDg  this,  we  would  most  earueitly 
depreoate  any  aettlemmi^  of  tbo  question  trhich  should  not  have 
eUminated  from  it  the  veiy  last  element  of  fature  diflorder." 

This  means,  "  You  must  take  Canton,  my  lord,  and  nego- 
tiate at  Pekiii  with  Canton  in  your  possession."  Such  is 
the  opinion  of  every  one  here,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest.  Even  those  Chinese  who  live  by  gratifying  English 
tastes,  painting  portraits  of  vessels  for  uxorious  sea-captains, 
or  selling  puzzles,  bamboo  chairs,  and  giass-cloth  handker- 
chiefs^  are  qnite  of  the  same  opinion.  They  aak,  Why  not 
that  Boljee  man  oome  catchee  that  aiijV 

I  am  obliged  to  dose  my  despatch  without  any  tidings  of 
the  mail  We  are,  of  course,  most  anxious  to  know  whether 
it  brings  Lord  Elgin,  and  whether  General  Ashbumham 
comes  down  in  her  from  BengaL  I  hope  to  be  able  to  sub- 
join in  a  postscript  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  Mr. 
Secretary  Wade's  report  of  the  contents  of  the  papers  taken 
in  the  junks.  These  last^  I  understand,  are  rather  curious 
than  important. 

10<4  JwM,  12  o'cfodb. 
Afler  we  have  closed  our  despatches,  and  while  the  Aden 
is  getting  her  steam  up  for  departure,  the  mail-boat  Singor- 
pore,  Captain  Grainger,  is  announced  to  be  entering  the 
harbour.  She  brings  General  Ashbumham  and  his  staflf, 
-who  all  appear  to  be  in  good  health.  They  left  Bombay  on 
the  same  day  that  the  news  of  the  disasters  in  India  reached 
that  city  by  telegraph.    Lord  Elgin  was  at  Singapore. 


MUurn  of  Casualties  in  the  Force  engaged  in  tJie  Capture  and  Destruction 
of  Chinese  War-Boats  in  Escape  Creek,  on  the  2oth  of  Maij. 

The  Hoi-net's  Pinuace. — Richard  Warren,  A.B.,  severely ;  Edward 
Boche,  A.B.,  slightly. 

Casualties  on  the  27<A  of  May  at  Toung-Ko^ian* 
The  Sihylle's  Boats. — Henry  Mathews,  private,  R.M.,  seriously ; 
Thomas  McDonald,  A.B.,  severely ;  Richard  Uannaford,  private,  li.M., 
slightly. 
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MMffk'B  B<Miti.-»Mr.  A.  Bnpriee,  BddsbipmaD,  leverely ;  Mr.  PII- 
kiogtOD,  midshipman,  slightly ;  William  Trewin,  A.B.,  dangerously ; 
JmnaOB  Mansell,  leading  seamen,  severely;  Edward  Pepper,  A.B., 
severely ;  William  Drew,  leading  seaman,  severely ;  Luke  Sharp, 
private  R.M.,  severely  ;  William  Fogwell,  A.B.,  slightly. 

Trih^unes  Boats. — Lieut.  Norman,  bullet  through  right  cheek  ; 
Wmiam  Lampidge,  A.B.,  bnUet  lodged  in  left  oheek,  dangeroiifl ; 
William  Nelson,  leading  seaman,  bullet  wound,  right  shoulder; 
Benfield  Howe,  private,  bullet  wound,  right  hand ;  Edward  Strickland, 
private,  bullet  wound,  upper  lip  :  Robert  Groves,  sail-mate,  bullet 
wounds,  left  hand  and  les^ ;  Thomas  Clack,  private,  bullet  wound, 
spine,  daogerous ;  and  Henry  Halfyer,  private,  bullet  woumi,  left 
thigh. 

I«fUa£tte*8  Boats.— Lieut.  1  ic  m,  slightly  ;  Mr.  Magmtii,  Asristant- 
Surgeon,  slightly;  William  Yeo,  boatswain's  mate,  severely;  Colin 
Grant,  A.B.,  severely  ;  Thomas  Farmer,  A.B.,  slightly. 

Fury's  Boats. — .Tame.s  Carry,  crunner's-mate,  slightly;  Georc^e  Gro- 
gan,  corporal  li.M.,  severely ;  Charles  O'Donnell,  private,  severely  ; 
WiUiam  Keeohee,  A.B*,  severely ;  and  James  Gihson,  leading  seaman, 
severely. 

Total  wounded^  81« 

A  Return  of  Casualties  on  Board  Her  Majesty's  Gun- Boats  and  Boats  of 
the  Squadron,  dvHng  the  Operations  in  the  FaUhan  Creek  on  Monday, 
the  1st  of  Jwne : — 

KILLED. 

Bale^gk. — Commodore*:^  Galley. — Peter  Tolhurst,  captain  of  the 
forecnstle.  Launch. — Thomas  Coleman,  A.B.,  mortally  wounded, 
since  dead.     Pinnace. — John  Dart,  A.B. ;   Simeon   liuue,  private 

Boyal  Marines. 

iyicznlMk-^okn  Smitli,  private  Boyal  Msxines,  killed  on  board  tbe 

Hongkong. 

Tribune  Barge. — Richard  Harper,  A.B.  Pinnace. — ^Mr.  H«  Barker, 
midshipman,  mortally  wounded,  since  dead. 

Jlighfiyer  Pinnace. — Mr.  E.  C.  Bryan,  master's  assistant. 

Niger,  First  Gig. — Geoige  Griffin,  A.B.,  mortally  wounded,  sinee 
dead  ;  Thomas  Christian,  sergeant  Boyal  Marine  ArtiUeiy,  killed  on 
board  the  Plover  gunboat. 

Mometf  Cutter. — Thomas  Cronin,  orderly. 

Fv/ry^  Gig.  —  Major  Kearney,  deputy  assistant-quartermaster- 
general,  who,  being  on  duty  in  the  Canton  River,  gallantly  volunteered 
his  service  in  the  w>ats. 

Plovet  Gunboat. — Charles  Mead,  A.B.,  mortally  wounded,  sinoa 
dead. 

WOUKDBD. 

BxxUif^  Commodore's  Galley.— Alfred  Jenkins,  A.B.,  loss  of  left 

hand,  severely  ;  Jamee  Buckley,  A.B.,  contusions  from  splinters, 
slightly;  Edward  Rowe,  A,B.,  contusion  of  right  shoulder  by  a 
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grapesbot^  slightly.  Pinnaoe.— J.  8.  Qfnham,  lievtenMit,  eofniomoD^ 
sliglltly  ;  WiUiMn  Seyraour,  A.B.,  flesh  wound  of  left  shoulder  from 
fragment  of  a  man's  skull,  severely  ;  Mark  Rid^out,  A.B.,  lacerated 
wound  and  contusion  of  shoulder  by  a  round  shot,  severely;  John 
Godding,  A.B.,  contusion  of  shoulder  by  a  grnpeshot,  severely  ;  John 
Baffell,  A.B.,  contiuioii  of  elbow,  splinter,  slightly.  Launch. — George 
Saokeit,  A.B,,  peoetratiof^  grapeshot  wound  of  right  ahoiildery 
severely  ;  George  Payne,  A.B.,  contafflon,  slightly.  First  Cutter.— 
Joseph  Hatherly,  cajit;\in  of  foretop,  grape  wound,  left  shoulder, 
severely.  Second  Cutter. — Mr.  E.  Pilkington,  midshipmao^  coiitu> 
sioD,  slightly. 

Mongkoiig  Tender. — Edwatd  Bnnghton,  leading  seaman,  gunshot 
wound  of  groin,  dangerously. 

(kieuUa, — ^Launch. — J.  Calister,  orderly^  right  hand  and  leg  contused 
by  a  round  shot,  slightly.  First  Pinnace.— Daniel  Toomey,  orderly, 
2  C,  contused  wound  of  chest  and  knee  by  a  round  shot,  severely  ; 
Michael  Kourke,  orderly,  contused  wound  of  left  leg  by  a  round  shot, 
slightly.  Seoond  Pinnaoe. — ^William  Green,  orderly,  extansiye  bnm 
from  a  gunpowder  explosion,  severely.  Landing  Piurty,  Boyal  Marines. 
— William  Collins,  private,  ditto,  severely ;  George  Pope,  private^ 
contused  wound  of  chest  by  a  round  shot,  slightly. 

Sihijlle. — Commodore  P^Uiott's  Galley. — Mr.  H.  Hippcsley,  midship- 
znan,  spear  wound,  slichtly.  Launch. — Mr.  B.  Staunch,  master's  assist- 
ant, contagion  of  shoiuder,  slightly ;  Richard  Light,  captain  of  foretop, 
ditto,  severely ;  John  Smith,  ditto,  wound  of  head,  slightly. 

Tnbune, — Pinnace*^Benjamin  Sheldrake,  leading  seaman,  grapeshot 
lodged  in  lung,  dangerously ;  William  If  elson,  A,B.,  grspe  wound  of 
wrist,  with  fracture,  severely. 

Niger. — First  Gig. — The  Hon.  A.  A.  Cochrane,  Captain,  C.B.,  grape- 
shot  oontnaon  of  arm,  slightly ;  Mr.  W,  PoHer,  gunner,  slightly. 
Second  Gig.— -Henry  Searle,  sailmaker's  mate^  sliehtly.  Pinnace. — 
James  Pearce,  stoker,  slightly ;  Alfred  Bnrran^  orderly  26,  lightly. 

Jfornd. — Pinnace. — Emanuel  Buchanan,  gunner's  mate,  grape  wound 
of  arm,  dangerously ;  Thomas  Anderson,  A.B.,  wound  of  Hhoulder, 
severely ;  James  Rively,  A.B.,  wound  of  neck,  dangerously ;  David 
Aitddson,  leading  seaman,  wound  of  scalp,  slightly  ;  John  Copping, 
homibardier,  Boyal  Marine  Artillery,  wound  of  arm,  slightly ;  Menry 
Wyatt,  private  Royal  Marines,  wound  of  neck,  slightly. 

ER'. — William  Walker,  boatswain's  mate,  rninshot  wound  in  right 
lumbar  region,  slightly  ;  H.  Starkes,  private  Itojal  Marines,  splinter 
wound  in  right  thigh,  slightly. 

CMkr.— Edwaid  Mitchell,  private  Boyal  MsrineSt  slightly. 

ffaughty  Gun-boat.»Mark  Pibtterson,  A.B.,  wound  of  wnst,  slightly. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

MISCELLAKZOUS  MATTERS. 

Diversion  of  the  Chineso  Expedition  to  India — Speculations  as  to 
Sufficiency  of  our  pre.ieut  force — Conduct  of  Yeh — Difficulty  of 
obtaining  Information  as  to  progress  of  Bebellion—Wang,  tke 
Chinese  Adminil — Incidents  of  the  War— Bnmours  from  Homo— 
Foolish  Talk  in  England  about  tbe  Poisoned  Bread. 

TliE  intelligence  from  India  has  been  the  single  topic  of 
interest  here  since  the  arrival  of  the  last  mail.    We  are  not 
speculating,  as  you  probably  are,  how  this  spirit  of  disaffec- 
tion, which  seems  to  run  along  the  ground  and  spring  up 
like  lires  from  naphtha  wells,  was  lirst  lit  up.  Nobody 
here  asks  whether  we  are  to  pay  in  blood  and  treasure  for 
the  freaks  of  a  fanatic  colonel,  or  whether  the  horror  of  the 
outbreak  is  due  to  the  curious  felicity  which  managed  to 
outrage  all  Mohanuncdan  riiul  Hindoo  prejudices  by  a  single 
act,  and  unite  the  two  races  upon  tlieir  only  point  of  sym- 
pathy— a  horror  of  pig.    We  selfish  Hongkongians  tliink 
only  what  effect  tlie  outbreak  will  liave  upon  the  Chinese 
war.    The  5th  and  the  19th  regiments  are  to  be  stopped  at 
Singapore  and  to  be  diverted  to  Calcutta.    If  Lord  Can- 
ning's distresses  should  be  great,  instructions  have  been  left 
at  Singapore  to  honour  his  draughts  for  troops  to  any  extent. 
Meanwhile,  our  available  land  force  for  canying  on  war 
with  the  Chinese  empire  consists  of  two  generals,  a  very 
large  body  of  officers,  and  about  1,000  men.    For  a  dash  we 
might  undoubtedly  take  500  marines  from  the  ships^  and 
from  Macao  fort,  and  borrow  a  couple  of  thousand  blue 
jackets  from  the  ships.   These,  with  the  aid  of  the  Teasels 
that  can  float  within  range  of  the  city,  and  perhaps  of  tbe 
400  sepoys  in  this  town,  would  be  quite  enough  to  blow 
their  way  through  Canton.   But  to         the  city  and  to 
hold  it|  and  to  be  able  to  march  forth  and  give  battle  to  the 
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army  which  would  certainly  be  brought  together  on  the 
heights^  are  very  different  matters.  Even  with  the  brigade 
of  marines  that  may  now  be  soon  expected  from  England, 
we  shall  not  be  strong  enough  for  these  purposes,  according 
to  all  scientific  military  caicalations.  80  rife  is  the  convic- 
tion here,  that  nothing  can  be  attempted  for  three  months, 
that  I  had  almost  determined  to  go  hence  t6  Delhi,  and 
investigate  the  state  of  things  there  on  the  spot.  But  six- 
teen days  each  way  by  sea,  and  1,000  miles  each  way  by 
dak,  render  the  step  too  liazardous.  I  should  possibly 
spend  £500,  and  three  months'  time,  only  to  hiid  tinit  the 
mutiny  was  quelled  before  1  reached  Delhi,  and  that  Canton 
had  fallen,  and  the  expedition  had  gone  northwards  before  I 
returned  to  Hongkong. 

Delay,  however  unavoidable,  is  most  unfortunate  for  our 
interests.  We  want  a  peaceful  country  to  trade  with  and  a 
strong  government  to  treat  with.  Yet  every  success  short 
of  actual  occupation  of  the  city  only  weakens  the  authority 
without  breaking  the  obstinacy  of  the  rulers.  The  rumours 
that  reach  us  from  the  interior  all  say  that  the  rebels  are 
making  head  again,  and  that  some  common  course  of  action 
has  been  established  between  bodies  which  had  before  acted 
independently  of  each  other.  I  place  no  absolute  faith  in 
any  statement  of  fact  made  by  a  Chinese  about  his  own 
country.  The  merchants  here  have  the  most  important 
pecuniary  interests  in  obtaining  information  as  to  the  move* 
ments  of  the  rebela  \Yhether  certain  roads  are  open,  and 
whether  the  produce  of  certain  provinces  can  come  down, 
are  questions  of  money  import.  To  them  knowledge  is 
dollars.  But  I  have  been  told  by  the  heads  of  the  most 
enterprising  houses  that  this  information  cannot  be  bought* 
They  send  out  their  spiee^  and  the  spies  having  psased  their 
time  at  the  nearest  spot  out  of  sight  in  drinking  samshou, 
and  sleeping  in  the  shade,  come  back  with  most  precise 
information — ^perhaps,  for  thb  has  happened,  with  a  docu- 
ment purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  the  last  memorial  addressed 
by  Yeh  to  the  Emperor.  Time,  however,  shows  that  all 
this  is  falsehood  and  forgery.  It  is  ^Isehood  and  it  is 
.forgery,  not  because  the  spy  could  not  get  real  information 
for  money,  but  because  he  can  invent  tor  nothing. 
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I  put  no  &ith,  therefore,  in  specific  news  from  the 
interior.  When  I  am  told  that  envoys  from  the  rehels 
have  held  interviews  with  the  elders  of  all  the  villages  and 
towns  on  their  western  line  of  march,  and  that  a  compact 
hiis  been  entered  into  that  their  advance  shall  be  unresisted, 
that  private  jiroporty  shall  be  spared,  and  that  none  but 
mandarins  shall  be  massacred,  I  du  not  receive  it,  altliougb 
coming  from  the  best  available  authority,  as  reliable  intel- 
ligence. But  these  rumours  are  so  consistent  with  the 
natural  sequence  of  eliect  from  cause,  that  I  believe  they 
have  some  foundation  in  fact.  The  rebellion  was  quenched 
for  a  time  iii  the  blood  of  the  100,000  human  creatures,  who 
in  the  years  1855  and  1856  were  jiut  to  death  in  the 
oxecution-groimd  of  Canton.  Subsequently  more  favoured 
criminals  were  turned  into  hovels  built  expressly  for  the 
purpose,  and  found  there  a  knife,  a  fatal  dose  of  opium,  and 
a  rope,  and  were  told  to  spare  their  families  the  ignominy 
ci  a  public  execution  by  a  voluntary  death.  But  the  west 
has  again  risen  to  ])rotect  the  fugitives  who  come  among 
among  them  with  dollars  in  their  pockets,  and  the  east  has 
found  new  proselytes  to  legitimacy  and  plunder.  Meanwhile 
scarcity  presses  more  or  less  heavily  upon  the  whole  popu- 
lation. In  Canton  the  rich  are  dying,  and  the  poor  are 
starving.  Even  in  Pekin  (I  speak  on  the  authority  of  a 
memorial  which  the  authorities  allo^ic  to  appear  in  the 
GetzeUe)  a  man's  labour  will  hardly  suffice  to  procure  rice  for 
his  own  belly,  whereas  formerly  it  would  feed  him  and  his 
family.  While  physical  distress  thus  swells  the  ranks  of  the 
insurgents^  Teh  remains  impassible  ais  ever.  During  the 
bombardment  of  Canton  he  was  accustomed  to  retire  within 
a  grotto  made  of  English  cotton  bales  and  smoke  his  pipe 
calmly  while  the  shells  were  £silling.^  He  preserves  Ms  usual 
habits.  Howqua  goes  to  him,  and  states  the  necessity  for 
yielding;  Yeh  staies  at  him  and  says  nothing..  Howqua 

*  1  tbink  it  right  to  say  that  I  asked  Yeh,  when  on  board  the 

Ivflexihlc,  if  this  report  were  true,  and  he  emphatioally  denied  it.  The 

nse  of  cotton  bales  for  ymrposes  of  fortification,  was,  however,  well 
understood  by  both  parties.  Tlic  public  accounts  show  that  large 
sums  were  paid  to  mercliaa*3  by  our  own  authorities  for  cotton  thus 
used.  ' 
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retires  ;  and  some  days  after  comes  back  with  other  Chinese 
merchants  to  beg  tliat  the  tviidit  may  at  least  be  opened  with 
Macao,  so  that  tea  may  go  down  and  bo  exchanged  for  rice. 
Yeh  still  answers  only  bv  a  silent  stare.  The  Chinese  now 
remember  or  invent  a  romantic  history  for  their  proconsul. 
They  say  that  Yeh's  first  wife  and  all  her  kin  were  murdered 
by  the  Cantonese,  and  that  in  long  past  days  he  vowed  to  be 
revenged  by  the  destruction  of  their  city — a  fiction  by  no 
means  improbable  so  far  as  tbe  murder  is  concerned,  for 
the  Cantonese  would  murder  any  one,  but  somewhat  incom- 
patible with  the  notorious  fact  that  by  his  vigorous  measures 
he  preserved  the  city  from  being  sacked  by  the  rebels. 

This  state  of  things  cannot  long  continue.  One  man, 
with  a  few  hundreds  of  pirates  and  robbers,  miscalled 
soldiers,  cannot  keep  down  a  flourishing  population  of 

'  a  million  of  people,  eapecially  when  every  one  of  thsct  million 
has  seen  the  fires  and  heard  the  explosions  that  told  the 
destruction  of  the  Imperial  fleet.  If  we  delay  to  take 
CSanton,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  rebels  will  anticipate  us. 
If  this  should  happen,  what  are  we  to  del  They  are  not 
much  better  affected  to  the  ''outer  barbarians^  than  the 
mandarins  are.  We  shall  then  have  no  one  to  fight  with 
and  no  one  to  treat  with.  In  driving  out  the  rebels  we 
shall  only  be  doing  the  work  of  the  Emperor,  and  our 
claims  to  compensation  would  be  presented  to  an  exhausted 
treasury.  On  the  other  hand,  we  ought  to  know  more  of 
Chinese  politics  tlian  the  bcrst-informed  among  us  yet  know, 
before  we  undertake  to  guarantee  the  Tartar  dynasty  in 
return  for  commercial  advantages.  Since  I  have  been  in 
the  colony  every  one  has  been  not  only  willing,  but  even 
emulous,  to  enable  me  to  inform  the  public  at  home.  From 
the  men  who  study  the  language  with  philological  enthu- 
siasm, and  who  speak  to  the  Chinese  in  their  own  idiom, 
to  the  heads  of  those  mercantile  houses  which,  Janus- 
like, keep  their  European  eyes  for  European  markets, 

*  and  look  upon  China  only  with  the  Cliinose  e3'e3  of  their 
brokers  and  compradors — all  have  given  me  every  paper  and 
every  fact  which  they  pos^^ess.  I  hoj:>e  I  have  not  been 
negligent  in  the  use  of  opportunities ;  but  the  result  of  all 
I  hear  and  see  is  a  settled  conviction  that  at  present  we  know 
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nothing — absolutely  nothing— of  the  nature  of  those  elements 
which  are  at  work  inside  China.  Crotchets  and  theories  and 
confident  statements  are  iife,  both  in  conversation  and  in 
print ;  but  they  are  all  the  oflspring  of  vain  imaginings, 
not  sober  deductions  from  facts.  In  this  uncertainty  we 
have  only  one  obvious  thing  to  do — to  seize  Canton  and  hold 
it  against  all  comers.  INIasters  of  Canton,  we  can  influence 
Fatshan,  and  make  our  power  felt  among  the  piratical  })opu- 
lation  of  the  ninety-six  villages  that  lie  among  the  creeks 
of  the  Canton  Kiver.  But  we  must  occupy  Canton  at  once 
if  possible,  before  the  French  and  Americans  come  to 
further  complicate  the  situation  :  if  not,  then  at  the  earliest 
momeiit  that  our  cluefs  think  themselves  equal  to  the  task. 
X  iiave  no  reason  to  say  that  timid  councils  will  prevail  here 
when  the  time  anives  for  action ;  but  if  suoh  should  be  the 
case,  it  will  be  a  grave  national  misfortime.  Keppel  ought 
to  be  recalled,  or  shut  up,  or  kept  out  of  the  way,  or  put 
xmder  very  stringent  orders,  if  any  council  of  war  should  be 
concocting  some  scientific  scheme  for  taking  Canton  secundum 
arteni.  That  impatient  commodore  is  capable  of  spoiling 
all  their  plans  by  making  a  dash  at  the  place  and  carrying  it 
iu  as  many  hours  as  they  allow  months  for  the  task.  But 
if  it  were  a  Sebastopol  it  must  be  taken,  if  we  are  deter- 
mined to  keep  up  any  trade  with  China.  The  north  is  quiet, 
because  the  north  has  felt  our  power,  and  beUeves  that  Canton 
will  be  made  to  feel  it^  but  for  no  other  reason. 

The  Edinburgh  Eeviewer,  who  discusses  the  China  question 
in  the  number  of  that  review  just  received,  is  wrong  in 
many  matters,  —  in  all  that  he  writes  of  Hongkong 
ludicrously  wrong  ;*  but  he  is  undoubtedly  right  when  he 

*  X  am  by  iio  means  prepared  to  become  the  advocate  of  Hongkong 
as  the  EngliBh  commercial  Btation,  but  surely,  after  making  lul  f»hr 
allowance  for  the  yery  natural  and  honest  pngndices  of  this  reviewer, 

it  is  absurd  to  speak  of  this  great  city  and  crowded  harbour  as  "a 
harbour  for  outlaws  and  smugglers," — a  city  which  contains  60,000 
inhabitants,  before  which  shippinji:  to  the  amount  of  800,000  tons  cast  * 
anchor,  and  which,  ao  long  as  we  have  no  other  posseaaion,  must  be  the 
bonding  wehouse  of  all  our  exports  to  China.  While  I  am  speaking 
of  this  article  I  mnst  add,  that  it  is  not  fiur  in  a  public  writer,  in  dis* 
cussing  the  question  of  the  opium  trade,  to  ignore  these  important  and 
notorious  facts : — that  opiuxu  is  most  extensively  grown  in  Ciuna^  at  a 
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affirms  that  "  The  people  in  and  around  Canton  now  con- 
fidently believe  that  although  we  beat  the  regular  soldiers 
during  the  war,  their  own  volunteer  corps  could  expel  us 
from  the  country."  I  have  lieard  the  Chinese  merchants  say 
that  at  Macao,  almost  in  the  same  words, — "  Inglislimen  too 
much  brave  in  deyilship,  but  no  too  much  large  heart  catchee 
that  city  " 

Some  doubt  was  expressed  as  to  whether  we  really  ha^l 
the  great  Wang  himself  for  an  adversary  at  Fatshan.  This 
is  now  abundantly  cleared  up,  for  among  the  documents 
brought  to  the  admiral  some  days  after  the  battle  was  an 
ornamental  paper  carefully  incased  in  a  double  pewter 
envelope.  TJp<m  being  spread  before  the  all-^ponnding  Mr. 
Wade^  he  at  once  read  it  off  as  Wang^a  oommiBsiou.  It  is  a 
Oitrious  document,  but  too  long  for  me  to  copy. 

Poor  Wang  !  AU  our  officers  pity  him  as  a  foieman 
vorthy  of  thm  steel.  He  onoe  went  into  action  against 
some  pirates  on  the  paddle-box  of  an  English  steamer,  and 
then  wrote  a  letter  to  say  that  he  had  received  some  aid 
&om  the  barbarians.  He  is  lurking  somewhere  in  close  con- 
oealmenty  for  Yeh  is  said  to  have  declared  that  he  will 
decapitate  him  directly  he  can  lay  hands  npon  him.'*^ 

Our  sailors  are  just  like  big  schoolboys.  The  Chinese 
lae  ribands  round  their  cannon,  and  Jack,  when  he  boarded 
the  jnnks^  usually  untied  this  ornament  and  transferred  it 
to  his  own  gun  in  the  bows  of  his  boom-boat.  As  lien- 
tenant  Hallowes  was  steering  his  boat  back  from  Fatshan,  he 
had  to  pass  between  two  junks  already  blazing,  and  with 
guns  pointed  across  the  boiat's  course.  ^  Qive  way,  men/' 
he  said,  expecting  that  the  junks  would  go  up  or  the  guns 
go  off  before  he  could  get  clear ;  but  his  crew,  although 
they  had  good  store  of  flags,  had  forgotten  the  ribands. 

price  very  fskr  below  that  which  is  paid  for  the  Indian  opium  ;  that  it 

is  smoked  openly  by  mandarins  at  the  court  and  by  judges  on  the 
bench,  and  that  not  one  word  appears  in  any  puVtlic  document  ag'ainst 
the  trafiic  siaco  the  course  of  exchange  baa  turned  in  iavour  of  the 
Chinese^  and  ibis  drug  is  paid  for  in  silk  and  teas  Instead  of  In  silver. 
I  am  no  more  an  advocate  for  opium  smaggling  than  I  am  for  undue 
preferences  for  Hongkong,  but  I  am  a  strenuous  advocate  for  giving 
the  public  the  whole  truth  so  far  as  we  can  obtain  it. 
*  Wang  was  afiterwards  killed  in  an  action  with  the  Chinese  rebels. 


H  OHXHA. 

^^Beg  pardoD^  sir/'  said  the  coxswain,  speakmg  for  the  Mat, 
Wye  got  no  ribands  on  the  gun  ;  mightn't  we  just  go  end 
take  away  them  things  9  "  To  their  great  chagrin,  the  officer 
did  not  think  it  quite  consistent  with  his  duty  to  get  his  men 
blown  lip  for  snch  an  object 

Some  men  were  1^  tXl  night  in  charge  of  the  fort,  and  as 
they  had  little  to  eat  and  nothing  to  dnnk,  it  was  difficult  to 
make  a  jolly  night  of  it.  They  hit  upon  the  expedient  of 
collecting  all  the  giugals  and  Chinese  sjjear-rockets  together, 
lighting  a  lire  under  them,  and  sitting  in  a  half-circle.  As 
the  gingals  from  time  to  time  heated,  and  the  llames  reached 
the  rockets,  they  exploded  ;  so  the  garrison  of  the  fort  had 
excitement  and  fireworks  half  the  night  through. 

The  naval  exploits  have,  of  course,  been  upon  a  smaller 
scale  since  the  1st  of  June.  The  Saimmi,  however, 
managed  to  secure  five  pirate  junks  which  had  sent  detach- 
ments on  shore  to  plunder  a  village.  On  the  approach  of 
the  Samsons  boats  the  pirates,  as  usual,  fired  their  guns 
and  jumped  overboard  ;  but  the  villagers,  meanwhile,  had 
turned  out  to  see  the  fight,  and  as  the  pirates  landed  they 
were  all  knocked  on  the  head  with  bamboo  })ules.  Captain 
Corbett,  also,  ia  t^e  Ir^leaMe,  got  hold  of  a  pirate— a  noto- 
rious scourge. 

Ten  junks  laden  with  rice  were  sailing  gaily  np  the  river 
to  Canton,  when  it  was  intimated  to  the  commodors  that 
they  had  very  much  the  cut  of  mandarin  junks.  They  were 
accordingly  detained.  Great  was  the  indignation  of  the 
Chinese  of  Hongkong.  They  were  declared  to  be  Hong- 
kong property.  Innocent  traders  were  b^g  ruined! 
There  ought,  at  leasts  •to  haye  been  some  notice  ^  a  block* 
ada  **  Why  for  you  no  send  chit  %  ^  Orders  were  sent  to 
release  them ;  but  Keppel,  who  is  tenacious  in  his  OfnnionSy 
was  not  quite  satisfied.  He  ordered  some  of  the  rice^hags 
to  be  brought  on  deck,  and  when  this  was  done,  the  junks 
were  found  to  have  each  a  &ir  cargo  of  guns,  soldiers' 
jackets,  and  other  warlike  stores — ^iDduding,  it  is  said^  several 
cases  of  revolverBL 

Such  are  the  little  incidents  of  the  wur  which  Queen 
Victoria  is  waging  against  Mr.  Commissioner  Yeh. 

Meanwhile  the  screw  steam-corrette  £8k  has  arriyed  from  . 
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Panama,  and  the  Fearl  has  also  cumc  in.  The  PkhcjelUon^ 
Prench  steamer  of  war,  brings  us  news  that  the  Sliannon 
arrived  at  Singa|)ore  on  the  11th,  and  was  tliere  when  she 
left ;  but  you  will  probably  have  later  news  from  Singapore 
than  I  can  send  you. 

The  Encounter  and  the  Saracen  are  gone  to  Siam  :  the 
foruier  to  take  the  Siamese  Embassy  to  8uez,  and  thence  to 
proceed  home.  Tlie  wreck  of  the  EcUdgh  is  advertised  to 
be  sold  by  auction  on  the  29th  inst. 

Apart  frum  tlie  Indian  intellia;ence,  tlie  news  from  P^ngland 
brought  by  the  mail  on  the  10th  was  that  the  instructions 
from  England  were  to  occupy  Formosa  ;  that  some  com- 
fortable twaddle  had  found  out  that  Alum's  bread  was  not 
poisoned  ;  and  tiiat  the  Americans  have  resolved  to  let  us 
fight,  while  thej  manage  all  the  traide  during  our  operations, 
and  participate  in  all  the  results  of  our  success.  The  state- 
ment as  to  Formosa  I  shall  not  believe  until  I  hear  it  upcm 
very  certain  authority.  As  to  the  Alum  bread,  there  is  some 
of  it  in  England,  and  several  loaves  it  are  here.  If  the 
individual  who,  at  a  safe  distance,  talks  so  sceptically  upon 
this  matter,  will  eat  half  a  pound  of  this  bread,  it  will  termi- 
nate all  chscosaion,  and  set  the  question  at  vest  in  a  most 
satisfiactory  manner. 

Mr.  Tarrant,  of  this  city,  has  revived  the  subject  by 
biingiug  an  action  against  Alum  for  selling  unwholesome 
bread.  On  Monday  the  case  eame  on  for  triaL  The 
Attorney- Qeneral,  abandoning  all  suggestion  of  guilty 
knowledge  in  the  defendant,  rested  his  case  upon  the 
common-law  obligation  cast  upon  a  baker  to  sell  only 
bread  fit  for  the  food  of  man.  The  presence  of  arsenic 
was  fidly  proved,  and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  for 
1,010  doUans.   The  point  of  law  is  of  course  reserved.* 

*  This  was  decided  la  Mr.  Tarnuit's  &Toiir ;  bot  I  never  heixd 
whether  he  got  the  maney* 
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CHAPTER  VL 

IHFBXSSI09S  OF  HOHaKOKO. 

Want  of  Telegrapbic  Commnnicatlon — A^ictoria  City— Compradors — 
Extortion  of  Chinese  Mandarins  from  J'ritish  Subjects— Canton 
English — Climate  of  Hongkong — Sanitary  Condition  of  its  Inhabi- 
tants— Flora  and  Faunn — ^Social  Qualities  of  the  English  Kesideats 
— Bnmour  of  Abdicatioii  o|  the  Chinese  Emperor. 

HoNQKONO,  June  23. 
Having  no  great  quantity  of  news  to  -  communicate,  I 
take  the  advantage  of  the  leisure  to  gossip  a  little  about 
this  island  of  Hongkong  and  the  city  of  Victoria.  And, 
first,  let  me  ask, — Why  is  it  that  we  are  so  far  from  home  ? 
Why  is  it  that  our  rulers  are  yet  in  ignorance  of  the  critical 
condition  of  our  Indian  empire  ?  Why  have  we  9,000 
miles  between  England  and  her  Eastern  dominions  untra- 
versed  by  a  tele^^raph  %  I  was  much  struck  in  Algeria  by 
the  wonderful  network  of  wires  whereby  the  French  have 
connected  all  their  military  posts  in  Afnca,  and  by  the  care 
with  which  they  improved  and  preserved,  and  the  vast 
advantages  they  derived  from,  their  facilities  of  communi- 
cation. If  the  telegraph  across  the  Mediterranean  is  not 
completed,  it  has  at  least  been  commenced.  Yet  here 
we  have  a  possession  upon  which  the  eyes  of  the  mother 
country  are  fixed — for  trifiing  with  the  safety  of  which 
a  House  of  Commons  was  dissolved — ^which  is  one  of  the 
greatest  tributaries  to  the  river  of  our  national  wealth— 
which  must  always  be  the  pivot  of  great  operations  in 
war  or  commerce,  and  not  an  effort  is  made  to  bring  it 
within  hail  of  England.  The  French  cannot  colonize,  but 
they  can  govern.  Had  they  onr  Eastern  empire,  Aden, 
Bengal,  Calcutta,  and  even  Hongkong,  woukl  by  this  time 
have  been  brought  within  five  minutes  of  the  Louvre.  This 
is  one  of  those  few  essentials  wherein  economy  is  fatuity, 
and  money  is  no  measure  of  value.    A  great  mind  would 
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not  hesitate  to  Innd  together  every  one  of  those  militaxy 
posts  which  form  the  stepping-stones  hy  which  we  English^ 
men  pass  fFom  dominion  to  dominion  round  the  world  ;  a 
mind  of  very  moderate  enterprise  might  contemplate  the 
immediate  laying  down  of  wires  to  connect  England  with 
Alexandria,  and  Alexandria  with  Aden.  Yet  our  folks  ab 
home  are  hesitating  and  chattering — chattering  about  un- 
impoi-taiit  sums,  favouring  impossible  schemes  for  carrying 
wires  across  wild  countries  and  through  untamed  tribes, 
when  they  ought  to  be  bending  their  energies  to  do  the 
work.  You  will  be  sending  troops  to  India  when  the 
danger  no  longer  exists,  or  when  the  aid  given  is  no  longer 
equal  to  the  increased  necessity.  You  will  be  sending  iSeets 
and  armies  from  England  to  China  after  })eace  has  been 
concluded.  In  matters  of  government,  nothing  is  so  ex- 
pensive as  ignorance.  The  money  thus  wasted  would  make 
your  telegraph  a  dozen  times  over. 

Let  me  chronicle  some  of  my  first  impressions  of  British 
China  before  the  surprise  has  worn  away.  The  first  great 
astonishment  to  a  man  who  recollects  Sir  Francis  Maitland's 
report,  that  there  was  anchorage  for  ships  and  room  on  the 
island  for  one  house,  is  to  find  many  merchant-princes  living 
in  many  gorgeous  palaces,  a  city  two  miles  long,  every 
article  of  home  luxury  except  a  hradng  breeze,  and  fleets 
which  could  feed  a  principality  and  conquer  an  empire. 
When  he  has  realized  this  fact,  his  next  idea  is  what  an 
utterly  helpless  creature  he  is  in  the  midst  of  all  this  newly 
created  greatness.  HowcTer  kind  and  self-denying  the 
friend  to  whom  yott  are  committed  may  be,  you  soon  find 
out  that  he  knows  no  more  the  means  of  obtaining  creature 
comforts  than  you  da  Every  resident,  be  he  married  or 
single,  has  his  ^  miyor  domo^**  his  comprador/'  a  long-tailed, 
sleek  Chinaman,  who  is  his  general  agent,  keeps  his  money, 
pays  his  bills^  does  all  his  markelang^  hires  his  servants,  and 
stands  security  for  their  honesty,  and  of  course  cheats  him 
unmerdfully.  The  advantage  is,  that  he  does  not  allow  any 
one  else  to  cheat  him. 

The  comprador  is  the  link  between  the  barbarian  English- 
man and  the  civilized  world  of  China.  The  Englishman 
knows  very  little  of  China  beyond  what  the  comprador 
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ohoofles  to  ten  faim,  mid  tbe  comprador  ekooaeB  to  tell  Urn 
iMthing  wortili  knowing.  Of  eourae  your  coiDpirador  is  a 
rich  man.  He  is  worth  from  5,000  ddlars  to  40,000  dollacs. 
There  ace  two  here  who  are  reputed  to  be  worth  100,000 
dollars.  One  of  these  was  ^'sqaeeaed"  (thb  is  the  term 
used)  to  the  extent  of  10,000  dollars  hy  the  mandarins,  in 
Older  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  present  war.  Thus,  as  we 
£Mmd  the  cannon  on  board  the  junks  primed  with  the  best 
Dartford  powder,  so  we  see  that  Yeh  pays  his  braves  with 
English  plunder  quietly  accumulated  in  Hongkong.  The 
process  is  this, — the  mandarins  seize  the  father,  mother, 
sisters,  and  brothers  of  the  juicy  comprador,  and  submit 
them  to  a  course  of  slow  torture  until  the  squeeze  has  liad 
its  due  eflect.  By  this  highly  effective  mode  the  mandarins 
keep  all  the  Chinese  in  Hongkong  under  their  control, 
and  dmw  large  sums  from  the  colony.  When  we  come  to 
settle  with  them,  we  ought  to  insist  on  all  this  money  being 
repaid  ;  we  ought  to  naturalize  the  Chinamen  who  live  iu 
our  Chinese  dominions  ;  and  we  ought  to  make  extortion 
from  them  an  offence  to  be  provided  for  by  treaty.  Unless 
you  protect  these  people,  you  cannot  expect  them  to  look 
upon  you  as  their  masters.* 

The  elegant  Greek  slave  imposed  his  language  and  his 
modes  of  thonglit  upon  his  barbarous  Roman  master  j  our 
civilized  Chinese  attendants  have  communicated  to  us  outer 
barbarians  the  syntax  of  the  Chinese  tongue.  They  have 
made  for  us  a  new  English  language,  wherein  sounds  once 
^miliar  to  us  as  English  words  startle  us  by  new  significa- 
tions. Aoo(»ding  to  the  canons  of  criticism  they  have  well 
done,— 

''Dixeris  egregi«^  notom  si  callids  Teftan, 
BMUM«rit  jiuiotii»  noynm.'' 

Horace  must  have  stolen  his  ars  poefica  from  Confucius. 
My  friend  introduced  mc  to  his  comprador  thus  : 
**  You  see  gentleman, — you  tawkee  one  piecey  coolie  one 
piecey  Vjoy — lamt  pigeon,  you  savcy,  no  number  one  foolo — 
you  make  see  this  gentleman — you  make  him  house  pigeon.** 

*  I  would  ask  attention  to  these  observations.  Their  necessity  and 
their  imporlaooe  have  by  ne  nesoe  pMsed  awiif* 
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This  was  said  with  grett  rapidity,  and  in  mj  innoeenee  I 
boUeved  that  my  friend  was  speaking  Chinese  fluently.  He 

was  only  talking  "  Canton  i&iglish."  Translated  into  the 
vernacular  it  would  stand,— 

"You  see  this  gentleman, — you  must  engage  for  him  a 
coolie  and  a  boy — people  who  understand  their  business, 
you  know,  not  stupid  fellows ;  you  will  bring  them  to 
him,  and  then  manage  to  get  him  a  lodging  and  fuinish 
it." 

To  \vliom  the  polite  comprador,  leniter  atiei^em  caiulam, 
replied, — 

"  Hab  got.  I  cntchee  one  piecey  coolie,  catchec  one 
piecey  boy.  House  pigeon  number  one  dearo,  no  hab  got. 
Soger  man  hab  catchee  house  pigeon." 

"  Must  got." 

"  He  nigh." 

The  basis  of  this  *•  Canton  English,"  which  is  a  tongue 
and  a  literature,  consists  of  turning  the  "r"  into  the  "1," 
adding  final  vowels  to  every  woVd,  and  a  constant  nse  of 
"  savey  "  for  "  know,"  "  talkee  "  for  "  speak,"  "  pieoey  "  for 
piece,"  "  number  one "  for  "  first  class,"  but  especislly  and 
above  all  the  continual  employment  of  the  word  pigeon." 
Pigeon  means  bnsmess  in  the  most  extended  sense  of  the 
word.  Heaven  pigeon  hab  got "  means  that  church  ser- 
-vice  has  commenoiMlj  "Jos  pigeon"  means  the  Bhnddist 
ceremonial;  ''Any  pigeon  Canton?"  means  ''fiare  any 
ic^mntions  taken  place  at  Canton  ? "  "  That  no  boy  pigeoD, 
that  cooUe  pigeon,"  is  the  form  of  your  servant's  remon- 
strKnee  if  you  ask  him  to  fill  your  batii  or  take  a  letter.  It 
also  means  profit,  advantage,  or  speculation.     Him  Wang 


the  commentary  of  the  Chinese  pilot  upon  the  IVttshaii 
Creek  bnsineBS. 

Until  you  can  not  only  speak  this  language  fluently,  but 
alsoi,  which  is  far  more  difficulty  understand  it  when  spoken 
rapidly  in  a  low  monotonous  voioe^  all  eommunieation  with 
your  servants  is  impossible. 

The  second  morning  after  I  had  been  installed  in  my 
dwelling  my  new  **boy"  Ah  Lin,  who  sleeps  on  a  mat 
outside  my  door,  and  whom  I  suspect  to  live  principally 


Digitized  by  Google 


60 


upon  miooeflsfbl  rat-hontfl^*  for  lie  knoclcB  down  about  three 
per  diem  with  a  bamboo  pole  as  they  ron  about  the  room — 
this  Ah  lin,  drawing  up  my  miisquito  cartains,  preaenfeing 

me  with  the  six-o*clock  cup  of  tea,  and  staring  at  me  with 
his  little  round  eyes,  gi-avely  remarked,  "  Missa  Smith  one 
small  piecey  cow  child  hab  got."  It  was  a  loDg  time  before 
I  comprehended  that,  it  being  part  of  a  "  boy's "  duty  to 
inform  his  master  of  the  social  events  of  the  colouv,  he 
wished  to  give  nie  to  understand  that  Mrs.  Smith  had 
presented  her  husband  with  a  daughter. 

It  makes  a  baclielor  laugli,  perhaps  it  would  make  an 
exiled  family -man  almost  cry,  to  hear  this  grotesq^ue  canca- 
'  ture  of  the  language  of  the  nursery. 

The  climate  of  Hongkong  has  not  presented  itself  to  me 
with  a  pleasant  aspect.  The  city  of  Victoria  is  ou  the 
wrong  side  of  the  sugar-loaf.  That  Victoria  Peak  shuts  out 
the  south-west  monsoon  which  blows  in  grateful  breezes 
upon  the  southern  coast ;  the  heat,  therefore,  is  a  stagnant^ 
np  and  down,  fierce,  often  reflected  heat — a  heat  there  is  no 
escaping — which  finds  you  out  in  your  hiding-place  in  a 
shady  verandah,  and  shoots  across  from  the  white  face  of 
the  opposite  honse^  or  np  from  the  surface  of  the  white 
road,  or  down  at  an  obtuse  angle  from  the  dark  cliff  of 
decomposing  granite.  We  new  arxiyals  are  told  that  it  is 
nothing  to  what  it  will  be  in  August;  but  as  every 
European  body  is  already  covered  with  a  red  radi  descrip- 
tively called  the  ^prickly  heat,"  reputed  to  be  wholesome 
and  felt  to  be  intolerable!,  we  agree  that  it  is  imposdble  that 
a  handful  of  extra  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  can  make  much 
difference. 

These  are  our  hot  days  ;  but  the  climate  is  not  without 

the  charm  of  variety.    Sometimes  we  wake  in  the  morning 

to  the  sound  of  rushing  waters.  Tlicre  is  a  cascade  in  the 
sky.  As  much  water  falls  in  four  hours  as  would  make  wet 
weather  in  England  for  a  month.  Then  out  comes  the  sun, 
and  the  city  is  one  hot  vapour-bath.  Everything  is  per- 
meated ]>y  the  steam,  and  your  clothes  mildew  as  you  sit 
still  and  groau.    Towards  evening  you  take  advantage  of  a 

*  Erroneous  first  impressions.   Ah  Lin  would  scorn  such  food. 
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lull  and  go  oat  to  dinner,  htme  like  a  Goj  fawkes  upon  a 
bamboo  chair,  with  two  eodies  ataggermgand  gasping  under 

your  John-BuULsh  ponderosity.  You  find  every  one  aa- 
senibled,  in  white  jackets  and  white  tronsersy  iu  a  laige 
soite  of  rooms  containiDg  twenty  open  windows  and  twenty 
open  doors.  Suddenly  the  ddes  open  and  the  deluge 
deeoenda,  the  acoompanying  tempest  sweeps  fiercely  through 
every  apertorey  the  doom  slam  and  the  verandah-blinds 
dash,  rheamadsms  and  agnes  riot  boistoronsly  about ;  while 
in  mockery  of  the  windy  tormoil  the  coolie»  who  has 
erouched  in  one  comer  of  the  room  absorbed  in  tiie  ecstasies 
of  an  opinm-dreamiy  continoes  to  pull  bis  ordinary  genUe 
poll  at  the  madly  swaying  ponkah.  Then  you  ask  those 
white-dad  eonmvea  how  they  can  &ce  such  a  donche  bath  of 
draughts  in  such  feeble  clothing,  and  they  confess  the 
horrible  hypocrisy  of  the  Hongkong  toilet.  Underneath 
those  thin  white  garments  every  one  of  ilitiii,  except  the 
iuexperieuced  recorder  of  these  first  impressions,  is  clad  from 
throat  to  toe  in  an  undercovering  of  thick  flannel.  They 
promise  us  four  months  of  beautiful  winter  weather,  mildly 
bracing  as  an  English  spring.  You  might  as  well  thus  try 
to  console  the  ice  palace  that  wa.s  built  iipon  the  Neva. 
Before  these  winter  months  come  we  shall  be  racked  with 
rheumatisms  and  expanded  with  furnace  heats.  Yet  Hong- 
kong is  very  healthy.  Scarcely  any  English  die  here,  'rrne ; 
but  there  is  an  enormous  consumption  of  quinine  and  blue 
pill,  and  when  these  lose  their  cU'ect,  most  Englishmen  take 
a  Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamer.  It  is  a  mere  question, 
then^  of  a  preposition,  whether  they  are  to  be  carried  oil 
/rom  or  on  the  island. 

With  such  weather  we  must  not  wonder  that  dysentery 
and  diarrhoea,  and  ague  are  rather  prevalent  among  the 
seamen  and  marines  who  are  in  the  ships  and  in  the  fort  up 
the  liyer ;  or  that  the  marines  who,  on  the  1st  of  June, 
passed  many  hours  in- the  paddy-fields  up  to  their  waists  in 
stagnant  water,  contribute  kr^y  to  the  sick-list ;  nor  am 
I  astonished  to  hear  that  the  luge  militsry  hospital  upon 
this  island  has  rather  more  than  its  average  number  of 
occupants.  On  the  other  hand,  we  must  adaiowledge  that 
all  the  dicnases  in  this  climate  are  below  the  waist.   We  . 
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never  hear  that  hacking  cough  which  runs  like  the  fire  of 
an  awkward  squad  through  the  congregation  of  an  English 
church.  I  brought  out  a  model  of  this  truly  British  pest 
with  me,  but  left  it  behind  in  the  Mediterranean. 

I  cannot  report  very  favourably  of  the  fnuDa,"  or  the 
"  flora  "  of  the  island.  Ornamental  trees  gnyvr  very  well 
when  planted  and  nurtured,  and  some  flowers  may  be  culled 
in  a  distant  nook  called  the  Happy  Yalley,"  a  spot  hard 
bordering  upon  a  wretched  village  and  a  sqnaHd  population; 
but  the  natural  vegetation  seems  to  be  a  coarse  moss^  eaten 
by  no  quadruped.  At  any  rate,  I  never  saw  any  four-footed 
thing  grazing  upon  that  green  mountain,  which  rises  in  full 
aspect  of  my  window,  and  upon  which,  as  the  lains  com- 
mence, I  can  see  the  torrents  form.  Sometimes  there  is  a 
buffido  seen  on  the  island,  but  he  is  usually  on  his  way  to 
the  slaughter-house.  A  eow  I  never  saw ;  yet  there  is  milk. 
But  that  milk  is  used  by  few  and  shuddered  at  by  many. 
Whenoe  it  comes  is  the  darkest  mystery  of  Hongkong 
economics.  The  only  quadrwped  that  could  be  supposed  to 
produce  it  is  the  pig — for  pigs  do  exist  in  the  island ;  but 
it  is  whispered  as  a  caulaon,  and  with  oblique  glance  at  the 
milk-jug,  that  the  Chinese  matron  herself — but  enough; 
very  few  people  take  milk  except  that  which  is  sent  out  in 
tins.  The  liorse  exists  in  a  high  state  of  domesticity.  As 
in  Attica,  so  in  Hongkong,  there  is  small  footing  and  little 
forage  for  horses.  Iq  both  localities  the  animal  was  useless 
and  expensive,  and  greatly  in  vogue.  Strepsiades,  at  Hong- 
kong, dreams  as  constantly  of  horses  as  did  Phidippides  at 
Athens.  A  badly  bred  Arab,  worth  £20  at  Algiers,  and 
dBlO  at  Tattersall's,  is  worth  £^50  at  Victoria.  There  is  a 
racecourae  round  which  he  will  run  once  a  year,  and  there 
are  two  miles  of  tolerable  road  along  which  he  may  be 
ridden  daily  by  a  long-booted  and  hunting-whip-bearing 
proprietor,  not  scorning  exignis  equitare  campis.  The  buf- 
falo and  the.  hoi'se,  therefore,  exist  in  a  higlily  artificial 
condition  upon  this  island  ;  but  I  could  not  afTord  to 
exclude  them  from  my  notice  of  animated  nature  in  Hong- 
kong,  seeing  that  the  materials  for  observation  on  that 
subject  are  so  very  limited.  In  recompense  for  the  small 
interest  which  the  island  can  afford  to  the  equine^  hovine^ 
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and  oviue  genera,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  testity  that 
the  entomologist  and  the  man  curious  in  reptilia  mny  find 
constant  amusement.  The  winged  cockroach  is  so  iiiitly 
developed,  and  so  rich  in  fecundity,  that  s[)ecimens  n:ay  be 
seen  at  all  times,  and  in  the  most  handsome  drawincr  r<''^n'.?, 
crawling  over  the  floors  and  tables  by  day,  in  size  like  mice, 
and  banging  against  the  lamp  glasses  at  night,  in  siz  '  like 
birds.  The  spiders  are  so  colossal  that  you  wonder  how 
they  can  have  fed  tlioniselves  to  such  a  size,  and  yet  left  so 
many  flies  undevoured.  The  mosquitoes  are  so  clever  in 
insinuating  themselves  through  your  fortress  of  gauze,  and 
they  so  keenly  cut  slices  out  of  your  fleshy  parts,  that  you 
bail  the  dawn  of  day  with  the  sensations  of  an  Abyssinian 
ox.  The  serpent  tribe  find  the  island  favourable  to  their 
growth,  for  it  was  only  a  short  time  since  that  a  Regidus, 
in  the  uniform  of  a  British  colonel,  was  brought  to  a  stand 
by  a  cobra  five  feet  long — "serpens  porkntosce  magnUur 
dims"  He  was  destroyed,  happily,  without  any  loss  on  the 
side  of  the  British.  The  victory  was  rendered  to  an  un- 
grateful country,  for  the  last  mail  brings  intelligence  that 
the  field  allowance  is  stopped.  The  officenr  see  their  dollars 
pass  in  this  dear  colony  as  shillings,  and  they  gently  com- 
plain that  it  is  hard  lines."  I  confess  I  think  so  too.  It 
is  a  small  economy  at  best.  I  have  already  spoken  of  the 
fatness  and  fertility  of  the  Hongkong  rats.  Wh^  Minn- 
tins,  the  dictator,  was  swearing  Flaminius  in  as  his  master  * 
of  i^e  horse,  we  are  told  by  Plutavdi  that  a  xat  chanced  to 
squeak,  and  the  superstitious  people  compelled  both  officers 
to  resign  thdr  posts.  Office  would  be  held  under  great 
uncertainty  in  Hongkong  if  a  similar  superstition  pre- 
vailed. Sir  John  Bowring  has  jufet  been  swearing  in  General 
Asliburnham  as  member  of  the  Colonial  Council,  and  if  the 
rats  were  silent  they  showed  iiiuisnal  modesty.  Tlic}^  have 
forced  themselves,  howev(;r,  into  a  state  paper.  Two  hun- 
dred rats  are  destroyed  every  night  in  the  gaol.  Each 
morning  the  Chinese  prisoners  see  with  tearful  eyes  and 
watering  mouths  a  pile  of  these  delicacies  cast  out  in  waste. 
It  is  as  if  Christian  jn'isoners  were  to  see  scores  of  white 
sucking-pigs  tossed  forth  to  the  dogs  by  Mahoraedan  gaolers. 
At  last  they  could  refrain  no  longer.    Daiing  the  punish- 
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.  ment  of  tail-catting,  which  follows  any  infcactioii  of  priaoa- 
discipline,  they  firet  attempted  to  abstract  the  delicacies. 
Foiled  in  this,  they  tot^  the  more  manly  course.  They 
indicted  a  petition  in  good  Chinese,  proving  from  Confucius 
that  it  is  sinful  to  cast  away  the  food  of  man,  and  praying 
that  the  meat  might  be  handed  over  to  them  to  cook  and 
eati  This  Is  a  &ct,  and  if  General  Thompson  doubts  it,  I 
recommend  him  to  more  for  a  copy  of  the  correspondence. 

I  may  not,  however,  close  this  gossiping  column  of  first 
impressions  without  saying  that,  despite  the  difficulties  of 
climate  uluI  of  space,  the  Europeans  in  Hongkong  do  not 
seem  very  unhappy.  Colonial  policies  interpose  tlieir  diffi- 
culties as  colonial  politics  always  will ;  but,  these  apart,  I 
know  no  place  where  social  intercourse  is  more  frank  and 
cordial.  The  common  tie  of  civilization  is  a  common  bond 
of  brotherhood. 

June  2Uh,  1  p.m. 

The  Singapore  starts  for  England  in  an  hour.  The  mail 
from  England  has  not  ai-rived.  We  hear  that  the  Shannon 
was  to  leave  Singapore  on  the  17tli ;  but  as  she  has  not 
come  in,  Lord  Elgin  may  possibly  have  ren^ained  for  further 
communication  with  Lord  Canning.  There  is  a  rumour 
prevalent  among  the  Chinese — although,  as  they  say,  "  no 
man  can  talkee  tme  " — that  the  Emperor  of  China,  terrified 
by  the  insurrectionary  movements  and  the  sufierings  of  his 
people  from  scarcity  in  the  north,  had  abandoned  his 
throne.*  I  believe  this  rumour  to  be  altogether  unfounded. 
We  have  here  the  Pekm  Qmzette  up  to  the  18th  of  May»  at 
which  time  the  announcements  show  that  the  court  routine 
was  uninterrupted.  We  have  the  rumour  from  Shanghai, 
and  I  think  it  must  be  older  than  the  date  of  our  last 
Gazette.  The  Chinese  are  constantly  putting  ialse  reports 
in  circulation. 

*  This  piece  of  news  was  current  in  all  the  China  newspapers ; 
hat  turned  out,  as  I  anticipated,  to  be  quite  withuut  ioundation. 


Digitized  by  Google 


05 


CHAPTER  VII. 

HONGKONG  AND  XAOAa 

Arrival  of  Lord  Elgin — Sanitary  Stnte  of  Hongkong — Tnsecnrity  of 
its  Waters — Eli  Boggs,  the  Pirate — Necessity  for  Diaarming  tha 
Junks— Macao — The  Wreck  of  the  Raleigh — Killing  Time  at 
Victoria — Lord  Elgin's  Intended  Journey  to  the  North — ^Bemarks 
upon  the  Policy  of  such  a  Proceeding — Indian  Troops  for  China — 
Strategic  Capabilities  of  Canton  —  Canton  muH  be  Captored^Lord 
Elgin's  Answer  to  the  Merchants'  Address. 

HoNOXOKG,  July  8. 

LoBD  Elgin  has  amved. 

It  was  quite  time  that  something  shotild  happen  to  break 
the  dreary  monotony  of  existence  here.  The  Uist  miul  did 
not  anivei  and  we  have  only  just  learnt  that  the  Erin 
steamer  was  wrecked.  The  Bhmmm^  which  brought  Lord 
Elgin,  brought  us  no  news  of  any  description,  except  that 
the  Simoom  was  gone  on  to  Calcutta  with  the  troops  from 
the  Mauritius. 

The  sickly  season  is  doing  its  work.  Of  the  COO  men 
who  now  form  the  strength  of  the  59th,  there  are  150  in 
hospital*    The  proportion  is  still  greater  among  the  blue- 

*  This  Tegiment  has  been  at  Hongkong  for  eight  years,  and  tliere 
are  not  ten  men  of  thoee  iHio  originally  landed  now  left.  Tlio  climate, 
the  samsboo,  and  other  causes  which  I  can  only  glance  at,  have  melted 
all  its  strength  away,  and  it  is  quite  wonderful  that  it  was  able  to  behave 
so  well  at  the  capture  of  Canton.  I  was  told,  although  the  statement 
seems  quite  incredible,  that  upwards  of  2,000  men  have  been  buried 
or  sent  home  permanently  invalided  since  the  59th  have  been  at  Hong- 
kong, and  that  the  drafts  for  this  regiment  have  spoilt  two  battalions. 
The  expenditure  of  the  flower  of  our  English  manhood  in  such  stations 
as  this,  and  the  possibility  of  mitigating  the  evil  by  a  judicious  and 
more  rapid  cycle  round  all  our  foreign  possessions,  form  a  subject  far 
too  largo  to  be  discussed  in  a  foot-note  ;  but  I  am  oonidnced,  by  very 
cnrefial  inTestigation,  that  no  efforts  of  a  commanding  c^cer  can  keep 
a  Eaiopten  regiment  permanently  stationed  at  Hongkong  in  a  state 
pf  anitttMyeffioiency. 
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iackets  and  marines  up  the  river.  Happily,  however,  the 
IToiigkong  fpver  has  not  reappeared  in  its  old  terrible 
liialignity.  Although  fever,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  and  ague 
are  rife,  deaths  are  not  numerous.  There  is  plenty  of  hos- 
pital-room, and  the  surgeons  can  hold  every  case  well  in 
hand.  Precautions  also  are  multiplied  with  a  praiseworthy 
minntenos.^.  Every  sentry  has  sheny  and  bitters  given  him 
to  fortity  liis  stoiiiach  against  the  night  miasma  ;  the  ships 
are  alternately  moved  down  to  the  healthy  islands  at  the 
Eoguo  ;  and  the  expulsion  of  our  old  friend,  the  Mandarin 
of  Chuenpee,  was  because  his  fort  was  wanted  for  sanitaiy 
purposes. 

The  few  officers  and  cinliaiis  who  are  daring  enoiigh  to 
go  out  in  the  sun,  tiy  to  escape  from  themselves  by  a  voyage 
round  the  island,  or  a  trip  to  Macao.  I  have  accomplished 
both  these  achievements.  The  voyage  round  the  island  was 
performed  in  a  private  pleasure-steamer,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  pretence  of  a  well-filled  refrigerator,  was  the  hottest 
thing  I  ever  did  in  my  lile.  Stanley,  at  the  back  of  tiie 
island,  is  a  native  village  and  an  English  barrack.  It  stands 
upon  a  pretty  isthmus,  with  the  Chinese  Sea  breathing  its 
sonth-west  monsoon  into  its  hee,  and  a  tranquil,  landlocked 
bay  rippling  against  its  feet.  They  say  that  bay  is  not 
laige  enough  or  deep  enough  for  the  fleet  of  merchantmen 
the  China  trade  employs.  It  is  now  used  as  a  bathing-place 
for  the  troops^  as  the  dhelter  of  small  flshing-crafl,  and  as  a 
resource  of  very  hungry  pirates,  who  at  night  or  early  dawn 
have  sometimes  dashed  into  the  bay  and  attempted  to  cany 
off  fishing-boats  under  the  eyes  of  the  garrison.  It  is  a 
voyage  of  forty  miles  round  this  little  island. 

It  is  scarcely  more  to  !Macao,  and,  although  the  fate  of 
the  Thistle  and  the  Queen  has  rendered  the  perils  of  that 
passage  more  notorious.  I  doubt  whether  there  are  more 
pirates  lurking  in  the  archipelago  between  Victoria  and 
Macao  than  in  the  islets  at  the  back  of  Hongkong. 
While  we  gaily  steamed  along  in  our  little  toy  steamer 
several  times  did  some  vicious-looking  junks  stand  down 
towards  us,  their  large  mat-sails  looking  like  the  wings  of  a 
bird  of  prey,  and  heavy  cannon  frowning  mischi('f  from  their 
deck*    But  they  always  stood  off  again .  when  they  £wand 
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we  were  a  party  of  eight  Englishmen,  with  revolvers  in  our 
belts  and  rifles  lying  close  at  hand.  We  grow  nsed  to  pre- 
cautions in  this  land.  Some  days  since,  I  went  to  dinner  at 
a  house  high  up  on  the  hill,  and,  expressing  some  surprise 
at  seeing  all  the  guests  solemnly  depositing  their  revolvers 
as  they  entered^  was  told  that  a  few  weeks  since  a  headless 
trunk  was  found  in  the  ditch  that  passes  by  the  wall  of 
the  garden.  Seven  days  ago  Mr.  Chisholui  Anstey,  her 
Majesty's  Attorney- General,  was  at  Macao  upon  some 
professional  business,  and,  going  out  to  enjoy  a  swim  before 
breakfast,  took  his  comprador  witli  him  to  guard  his  clothes. 
Coming  back  to  the  city,  the  comprador,  who  was  a  native 
of  that  neighbourhood,  remarked  that  six  fellows,  of  whofid 
antecedents  he  had  some  knowledge,  had  posted  themselves 
three  on  eaoh  side  of  a  narrow  place  which  he  and  his 
roaster  must  pass.  This  fact  being  communicated  to  her 
Majesty's  law  officer,  he  drew  his  revolver  and  walked  up  to 
aftront  the  danger.  The  aooandrels  retired  precipitately, 
but  with  many  imprecations  upon  their  countryman,  the 
comprador.  But  ah,  Chung,  and  Ching,  and  Wang,  and 
Xin,  had  you  but  known  how  ruaty  and  unaerriceable  that 
pistol  was,  you  would  have  come  on  boldly  with  your  fifteen- 
foot  spears ;  the  bag  of  dollars  would  hare  been  yours. 
Why  so  fidnt*hearted— 

''QuiR  desiderio  sit  pudor  Mlt  JDOdos 
Tarn  cari  <»pitis  ¥ " 

That  head  was  worth  500  dollars  to  you  and  Ych. 

The  passage-boats  to  Macao  are  little  armouries.  There 
are  cannon  upon  deck  and  revolvers  in  every  belt.  But  so 
it  was  on  board  the  Qioeen  when  the  cannon  was  turned 
round  and  fired  into  the  cabin  upon  the  passengers  absorbed 
in  tiffin.  Further  precautions,  however,  are  now  taken.  In 
the  J^ei  Ma  the  Chinese  passengers  are  put  down  into  the 
hold,  twelve  feet  deep,  and  the  ladder  is  taken  away.  A 
sailor  keeps  guard  over  them  with  a  drawn  cutlass.  One  of 
the  Yankee  ships  has  an  iron  cage  on  deck,  into  which  the 
Chinese  passengers  are  invited  to  walk,  and  are  then  locked 
up.  The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  boat  has  a  better  but 
more  costly  precaution ;  she  carries  no  Chinese  passengei^ 
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Easy,  cosy  people  at  home,  wHo  fattr  notbing  but  ilie  gout  or 
an  easterly  windj  may  laugh,  or  may  even,  perhaps,  be  very 
indignant,  at  these  precantions.  But  two  boats  out  of  five 
have  been  already  taken,  and  the  passengers  put  to  death. 
Death  at  the  hands  of  those  simple  sons  of  civilization  is 
not  an  easy  transit  The  Buitard  gunboat  only  a  few  days 
since,  on  taking  a  pirate,  found  two  men  nailed  to  planks, 
each  with  a  stink-pot  tied  round  his  neck  and  slow  matches 
burning.  Ey  what  torments  the  prisoners  taken  in  the 
Qu€€Ji  perished  we  do  not  know.  She  was  earned  up  to 
that  very  Fatshan  creek  where  the  battle  of  the  1st  of 
June  took  place.  Pieces  of  machinery,  marked  by  fire, 
were  seen  on  a  point  near  the  fort  ;  some  revolvers  were 
found  in  one  of  the  junks ;  and  Captain  Corbett  obtained  a 
Portuguese  flag  from  a  mandarin  boat  which  afterwards  blew 
up.  These  circumstances  do  not  absolutely  prove,  but  they 
strongly  suggest,  that  some  scene  of  liorrors  was  enacted  in 
this  spot,  and  that  the  fleet  we  destroyed  were  spectators  of 
the  tortures.  Every  man  in  that  fleet  has  been  a  pirate, 
and  there  would  be  no  lack  of  proficients  in  the  art  of  pro- 
ducing agony, 

Wihale  I  am  upon  this  subject  of  piraoy^  let  me  mention 
that  an  American,  named  Eli  Bogga,  was  tiied  at  Hong* 
kong  on  Wednesday  last  for  piracy  and  murder.  His 
name  would  do  for  a  villain  of  the  Blackboard  class,  but  in 
form  and. feature  he  was  like  the  hero  of  a  sentimental 
novel;  as  he  stood  in  the  dock,  bravely  battling  for  his  life, 
it  seemed  impossible  that  that  handsome  boy  could  be  tlie 
pirate  whose  name  had  been  for  three  years  connected  with 
the  boldest  and  bloodiest  acts  of  piracy.  It  was  a  &ce  of 
feminine  beauty.  Not  a  down  upon  the  upper  lip;  large 
lustrous  eyes ;  a  mouth  tho  smile  of  which  might  woo  coy 
maiden;  affluent  black  hair,  not  carelessly  paitMl;  hands  so 
small  and  so  delicately  white  that  they  would  create  a 
sensation  in  Belgravia:  such  was  the  Hongkong  pirate, 
Eli  Boggs.  He  spoke  for  two  hours  in  his  £fenee»  and  he 
spoke  well — ^without  a  tremor,  without  an  appeal  for  mercy, 
but  trying  to  prove  that  his  prosecution  was  the  resnlt  of  a 
oonspinUsy,  wherein  a  Cliinese  bumboat  proprietor*  and  a 

.  *  ThffP      be  do  doubt  of  the  ^uilt  of  £U  Bogg»;  but  this  bum* 
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sub-official  of  the  colony  (both  of  whom  he  charged  as  being 
in  league  with  ail  the  pirates  on  the  coast)  were  the  chief 
conspirators.  The  defence  was,  of  course,  false.  It  had 
been  proved  that  he  had  boarded  a  junk,  and  destroyed  by- 
cannon,  pistol,  and  sword,  fifteen  men  ;  and  that,  having 
forced  all  the  rest  overboard,  he  had  fired  at  one  of  the 
victims,  who  had  clutched  a  rope  and  held  on  astern.  No 
witness,  however,  could  prove  that  he  saw  a  man  die  from  a 
blow  or  a  shot  struck  ov  fired  by  the  pirate.  The  jury, 
moved  by  liis  youth  and  courage,  and  straining  hard  their 
consciences,  acquitted  him  of  the  murder,  but  found  him 
guilty  of  pimcy.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  transported  for  life. 

I  record  this  tnal,  not  because  this  young  ruffian  is  a 
daudy  as  well  as  a  cut-throaty  but  because  the  subject  of 
pli^ey  is  of  great  importance  while  dealing  with  this 
country,  and  must  form  an  article  of  our  new  treaty. 
Where  I  now  write  there  are  200  junks  lying  in  the  hiuv 
hour  before  m^  and  every  one  of  them  is  armed  with  at 
least  two  heavy  guns — some  have  twelve.  Probably  one 
quarter  of  these  are  prates^  who  live  principally  by  ^racy, 
and  adopt  the  coasting  trade  only  as  a  cover  to  their  real 
profession;  at  least  <me  other  quarter  are  not  proof  against 
temptatimi  and  a  weak  victim.  It  requires  great  chaciiy 
or  credulity  to  believe  that  all  the  junks  that  compose  m 
other  half  are  honest  traders.  .  The  opinion  here  is  that  an 
armed  Chinese  junk  is  always  a  pirate  when  opportunity 
offers. 

This  state  of  things  cannot  be  tolerated.  Every  one  of 
these  vessels  must  be  disarmed,  and  some  arrangement  must 
be  made  whereby  the  cruisers  of  the  Olmiese  government 
shall  be  distinguishable  by,  and  be  made  to  act  in  concert 
with,  the  cniisei's  of  the  European  Powers.  Every  cuontry 
is  bound  to  protect  its  coasts. 

But  we  were  on  our  way  to  Macao. 

Although  approached  through  four  miles  of  shallow  and 
turbid  water,  Macao  looks  well  from  the  sea.    A  semicircle 

boat  proprietor  was  undoubtedly  a  Jonathan  Wild.  His  wealth  sad 
the  clanDish  secrecy  of  the  Chinese  enabled  him  to  evade  justice  lor  a 
long  time ;  but  he  was  at  length  convicted,  and  i%  I  belieyej  now 
working  in  chains  tqion  the  roads  of  the  island. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


of  krge  wia^  booses  glitters  ia  the  smiduiie.^  and 
kft  two  liills,  crowned  with  forts  and  ooFStod  with  £dtage, 
ptoteot  either  hom  of  the  creaoent;  while  from  tiie  denio 
etty  behind  domes  and  cathedral-towers  rise.    But  it  is  the 

appearance  of  a  past  greatness.  If  we  except  the  houses 
of  the  Praja,"i^m<"  is  written  upon  every  wall.  This 
dwindling,  dj^ing  city,  has  recently,  however,  shown  some 
signs  of  life.  There  are  sixty  vessels  in  the  harbour;  the 
rice  fur  famishing  Canton  comes  this  way.  Some  of  the 
Cantonese  merchants  have  established  themselves  here,  and 
every  one  of  our  commercial  magnates  of  Hongkong  has  a 
bungalow  within  the  protection  of  the  Portuguese  guard. 

Bound  a  point,  about  four  miles  away,  lies  the  Raleigh^ 
sunk  now  to  her  upper  deck.  The  Nankin  has  succeeded 
in  getting  the  masts  out  of  hei\  In  her  yellow  paint  and 
her  dismasted  state,  she  looks  like  one  of  the  hulls  at  Sheer- 
ness.  They  have  offered  her  for  sale,  but  the  sum  bid  for 
her  (5,200  dollars)  was  not  worth  the  risk  of  keeping  a 
shi})  of  war  ufion  an  unsafe  station  at  the  typhoon  season, 
and  this  precaution  would  be  necessary  to  protect  the  pur- 
ohaser.    The  present  idea  is  to  blow  her  up. 

Macao  is  open  to  the  sea-breeze,  which  Victoria  is  not. 
Mmso  possesses  the  grave  of  Gamoens,  whiok  may  be  an 
HBijperto&t  £Mt  to  some  people.  But  I  agree  w^  the 
iianeiicaii  poet^  who  has  penciled  upon  the  tomb^— 

"I  can't  admire  great  Camoens  with  ease. 
Because  I  can't  speak  Portuguese." 

Maoao  also  has  ahadj  gardena  and  pleasant  walks  and 
liAsB,  and  is  the  onlj  place  where  the  poor  Hooj^mgum 
fsttk.  gjct  to  dMmge  his  atmosphefe* 

There  is  a  maodarin  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  plaiee 
who  ought  to  be  made  to  feel  ^at  Ekkgland  has  a  long  arm. 
He  has  organized  a  syatem  of  coercion  upon  Uie  Chinese  of 
Hongkong.  He  keeps  regular  returns  of  their  names  and 
tMr  gaui%  and  he  levies  taxes  npon  them.  Onoe  he  has 
withdrawn  them  altogether.  He  works  upon  them  by 
means  of  their  relalions^  many  of  whom  reside  in  hia 
dtttcwtk 

When  something  of  the  same  sort  was  done  by  the  maa- 
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darin  at  Oowloon,  Sir  John  Bowring  sent  a  boat's  crew  and 
brought  him  to  Hongkong,  where  he  read  him  a  long 
lecture  and  sent  iiim  back  to  behave  better.  This  experi- 
ment ought  to  be  repeated.  If  we  cannot  protect  these 
people,  they  will  not  respect  us. 

Such,  up  to  the  2nd  of  this  month,  were  our  resources  in 
the  absence  of  news  from  England,  and  in  our  ignorance  of 
the  wreck  of  the  Urin.  With  these  rare  exceptions,  we  sit 
in  a  half-torpid  state  upon  our  verandahs,  or,  if  we  have 
none,  then  on  the  club  verandah,  and  wait  till  the  sun  goes 
down  and  the  notables  of  the  place  come  forth  for  their 
half-hours  exercise.  TJie  booming  of  guns  gives  token 
that  General  Ashburnham  is  exchanging  civilities  with  the 
French  and  American  navies.  General  Garrett  appears  on 
lus  PeBftDg  pony — strong-nerved  old  man,  who  alone,  of  all 
the  new  comexa^  has  affronted  the  £i«t  burst  of  the  climate 
"withoat  suffering  a  day's  illneaSy  who  tells  of  Peninsular 
sieges  and  Crimean  battles  just  as  an  iron  oohimn  would  re- 
cord them ;  their  dates  are  written  in  lines  upon  its  front, 
but  it  is  tough  and  unworn  as  when  £rst  set  up.  Gokniels 
Pakenham  and  Wetherall  are  walking  together  in  very  good 
jHreservationy  and  doubtless  think  this  Chinese  affidr  a  very 
small  matter  alter  ihe  battles  before  SebaatopoL  Colonel 
liqgaxd  is  meditating  deq>  things  about  mysteries  whioh  I 
aUexnpt  not  to  &tliolEa ;  for  Ooloiiel  Lagavl  is  tbe  bead  of 
the  Engineers.  I  wish  be  would  think  it  necessary  for 
some  mSitary  purpose  to  drive  a  tonnel  tikrou|^  ibis  Vic- 
toria mountain  and  let  in  the  south-west  monsoon.*  Major 
Ifaodsnald,  who  so  promptly  put  BahJdava  to  rights,  has 
been  at  his  desk  all  day,  and  is  stretching  ri|^  away  for  a 
rapid  walh.  There  are  others  whose  names  are  scarcely  less 
known  to  despatches,  but  q^ios  nunc  perscribere  lonffum  esIL 
The  ladies  of  the  colony  are  coming  forth  sparingly,  in 
palanquins  or  in  pony-cliairs,  and  some  of  the  residents  are 
dashing  by  in  light  four-wheeled  match  carts,  as  though 
they  could  not  get  quick  enough  over  their  two  miles  of 

*  A  more  pneticaUe  thing  would  he  to  take  poaaflflsion  of  the 
opposite  peninirala  of  Ondoon.  It  b  quite  incomprohessible  tbat  this 
has  not  been  done.  If  any  other  Powers  should  do  so, — sndlHiSi  it  to 
prevent  them  I — the  harbour  of  Hongkong  ia  lost  to  ua. 
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groimd.  The  pordco  €i  the  dub  ham  its  groups  of  lookers- 
on,  and  in  tlie  liall  there  is  a  little  orowd  snrroimdiDg  the 
loe-pails — ^for  ioes  at  Hong-Kong  must  be  eaten  between  six 
and  seven  o'dock^  or  not  at  alL 

Suddenly  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  oomes  the  sound 
of  guns.  We  have  scarcely  applied  ourselves  to  count  them 
when  ^  Oakutia  opens  in  reply,  fires  nineteen  times  in 
measured  sucoesnon ;  then,  after  a  pause,  seven  more.  There 
can  be  doubt  any  longer — ^the  great  man  has  arrived*  The 
sun  is  down  and  the  weather  is  changed,  the  wind  whistles 
aiid  the  rain  descends ;  but  most  of  us  wait  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  topmasts  of  the  Shanno7i  as  she  steams 
steadily  iuto  port  and  comes  to  anchor  alongside  of  the 
Hagship. 

Lord  Elgin  has  arrived  in  perfect  heulih.  Two  days  were 
given  to  receptions  on  board.  On  the  third  he  lauded,  tinder 
salute  from  all  the  ships  and  from  the  fort,  and  the  troops* 
were  turned  out,  and  there  was  a  gala  day,  and  Sir  John 
Bowring  conducted  him  through  a  line  of  soldiers  to 
Government  House,  where  he  now  remains  a  guest,  and 
where  dixuier-partie%  levees^  and  addresses  are  the  order  of 
the  day. 

We  have,  therefore,  a  plenipotentiary  whom  all  parties 
hope  and  believe  to  be  the  man  for  the  occasion ;  and  we 
have  leadera  who,  if  ordered  to  do  so,  would  take  10,000 
men  through  China  from  the  Yellow  bea  to  the  Himalajay 
but  we  have  not  got  the  10,000  men. 

It  was  very  evident  that  Lord  Elgin's  position  will  not 
allow  him  to  remain  idle  in  Hongkong,  and  no  one  was 
surprised  when  the  rumour  spread  that  he  was  going  north- 
ward. The  £Bivourite  theory  is  that  he  is  going  to  Japan, 
and  it  is  not  impossible  that  we  may  see  the  coasts  of  that 
mysterious  island.  The  course  really  resolved  upon»  how- 
ever, is  this  : — A  few  days  after  this  mail  has  been  de* 
spatched,  the  CalcuUa,  the  Shannon,  the  Pead,  the  Iiiflexible, 
^e  Hornet^  and  two  gun-boats  will  proceed  northwardly  to 
rendesvous  at  Shanghai,  and  to  proceed  thenoe  to  the  mouth 

*  That  is,  the  Madras  troops.  It  was  aiiinued  upoa  oi&cial  authority 
tbst  it  would  have  ooat  the  69th  about  two  livM  to  torn  out  a  goaid  of 
hoBoar  evea  at  sundowa. 
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of  the  river  Fei-ho,  on  -wliicli  river  Pekm  stands.  Arrived 
at  the  nearest  point  to  the  capital,  Lord  Elgin  will  despatch 
to  the  authorities,  for  transmission  to  the  orn])cror,  a  letter 
requiring  the  emperor  within  a  specified  time  eiiher  to 
rccoguize  or  to  repudiate  the  acts  of  Lis  officers  at  Canton. 
If  the  com't  of  Pekin  repudiate  Yeh,  and  pay  compensation 
for  past  injuries,  and  give  security  against  their  recurrence 
— well.  If,  as  is  most  prohable,  either  no  notice  be  taken 
of  the  letter,  or  a  disposition  be  shown  to  entangle  the 
ambassador  in  questions  of  ceremonial.  Lord  Elgin  "will 
declare  war,  and  thus  relieve  the  relations  of  the  two  powers 
from  their  present  anomalous  position.  Canton  will  then  be 
occupied,  the  trade  of  the  northern  ports  will  not  be  un- 
necessarily interfered  with,  but  such  further  proceedings  wiU 
be  taken  as  may  be  necessary  to  bring  the  court  of  Pekiu 
to  reason. 

Such  is,  I  believe,  the  intended  policy.  Under  other 
circumstances  I  should  question  it  most  hostilely.  It  is  full 
of  risks.  It  seems  to  give  authority  to  the  mischievous 
notion  that  a  power  which  refuses  to  be  one  of  the  comity 
of  nations  is  entitled  to  all  the  coaxtesies  and  forms  of  inter- 
course which  civilized  nations  maintain  among  themselvesL 
It  affords  an  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  diplomatic 
cimmngf  which  may  compel  Lord  Elgin  either  to  fiEdl  in  bis 
Skisaion  or  to  adopt  a  tone  of  decision  which  may  be  zeadilj 
represented  as  a  rudeness.  It  affords  a  loophole  for  escape 
from  a  position  which  will  not  recur.  The  answer  to  those 
considerations^  however,  is  this :— We  must  do  somethings 
and  we  have  not  force  to  do  what  we  ought  to  do. 

Lord  Elgin^  therefore,  will  <dther  go  direct  to  Pekin  and 
conclude  a  treaty,  or  he  will  come  back  and  occupy  Canton. 
In  the  interest  a  durable  peace  all  the  Europeans  here 
hope  that  the  latter  will  be  the  course  which  events  will 

Uany  people  think  that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
carrying  on  our  correctiye  measures  in  India  and  our  war 
with  China  at  the  same  time.  There  are,  doubtless^  sepoy 
regiments  which,  although  not  openly  in  revolt^  are  not 
trustworthy  in  action  against  their  co*religionists.  Why  not 
send  them  to  China  I   Sepoys  have  already  been  upon  the 
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heights  above  Canton,  and  behaved  admirably.  The  sun  of 
China,  under  which  our  ruddy  English  recruits  grow  feeble, 
as  flies  in  frost,  would  deal  tenderly  with  the  Hindoo.  So 
it  was  when  Gough  took  Canton,  and  Elliott  sold  his  con- 
quest.   So  it  would  be  again. 

T  believe  the  only  objection  to  this  obvious  and  ready  ex- 
pedient is  the  expense.  If  you  bring  Indian  troops  here, 
you  must  put  all  the  Queen's  troops  upon  Indian  allowances. 

Now,  the  difference  between  the  pay  of  an  Indian  regi- 
ment and  a  regiment  of  Queen's  troops  is  something  under 
s£4,000  a  year — ^not  the  price  of  the  freight  of  a  cargo  of 
uaelesB  shoes,  or  the  waste  upon  an  idle  transport — not 
one-hundredth  part  of  the  cost  of  the  Transit  and  the 
ITrgmL  Set  against  this  the  &ct  that  the  rations  of  English 
troops  here  will  cost  the  Government  3^.  a  day,  while  the 
rice  and  curry  of  the  Hindoo,  even  with  the  addition  of  the 
ration  of  mutton  or  goat*8-fledb.to  the  Mohammedan  soldiers, 
cannot  average  above  1a,  and  we  should  soon  find  the  ap^ 
parent  saving  absorbed.  Suppose  we  had  ten  regiments  in 
the  field,  and  that  £40,000  was  paid  in  extra  pay — a 
most  extravagant  suggestion — what  is  that  sam  in  the 
general  expenses  of  a  war  %  I  confess  that  I  should  feel 
some  consolation  under  such  an  increase  bj  the  know* 
ledge  that  the  money  would  go,  not  into  the  pockets  of 
meat  preservers  and  hay  preservers,  shipowners  and  con- 
tractor^  but  into  the  hands  of  the  men  who  do  the  work, 
and  who  are  certainly  not>  at  present^  overpaid  for  what 
they  da 

While  I  am  upon  this  subject  let  me  say  a  word  about 
the  withdrawal  of  the  field-allowance.  Under  existing 
regulations,  officers  absent  from  England  in  localities  where 
war  is  either  pending  or  anticipated  are  allowed  a  small 

sum  to  cover  their  extra  expensep,  their  pony  hire  for  bag- 
gage, tlieir  mess  utensils  and  increased  expenses,  perhaps 
also  the  extra  cost  to  which  they  are  put  for  clothing  to 
suit  the  hot  or  cold  climate  in  which  they  may  be  placed. 
A  subaltern  gets  \s.  6d.  a  day  extra,  a  captain  half  a  crowTQ. 
This  is  called  field-allowance,  and  here,  at  Hongkong,  would 
be  altogether  inadequate  to  put  an  officer  upon  a  par  with 
his  comrade  in  England    The  withdrawal  of  this  is  a  great 
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injustice  in  a  little  matter.  I  believe  the  disallowance  is 
illegal,  and  can  only  be  supported  by  altering  the  terms  of 
the  order.  It  is,  moreover,  in  breach  of  Lord  Panmure's 
public  promise.  But,  at  any  rate,  it  is  an  unworthy  thing 
to  do.  Unfortunatelv,  there  are  not  a  few  officers  in  our 
army  who  have  so  narrow  a  margin  between  their  income 
and  their  necessities  that  the  loss  of  this  small  daily  sum  is 
a  loss  of  comforts  hard  to  be  resigned. 

I  promised  last  mail  to  send  you  some  descriptioa  of 
Canton  in  a  strategic  point  of  view.  There  is  now  no 
prospect  of  an  immediate  attack  apon  this  city,  yet  it  is 
impossible  to  foresee  what  may  happen  before  the  expedition 
returns  south.  I  send  you,  therefore,  what,  by  personal 
observation  and  the  examination  of  many  British  and 
Chinese,  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  this  subject. 

People  who  have  never  seen  an  unadulterated  Eastern 
city  are  apt  to  entertain  very  erroneous  ideas  upon  the 
subject  When  we  are  told  of  a  city  of  a  million  of  inha- 
bitants  we  begin  to  think  of  the  Rue  BivoU,  or  of  Regent 
Street)  or  of  the  Oorao,  or  of  the  I*r^di  buildings  and 
Moorish  palaces  at  Algiers,  or,  at  leasts  of  the  great  squares 
of  Alezandriay  or  the  Eun^iean  quarter  at  Cairo.  We  most 
put  European  houses  entirely  out  of  the  question  when  we 
think  of  the  pure  and  unoontaminated  city  of  Canton, 
Witk  the  exception  of  the  pagodas,  the  josehouses,  and  ^ 
yamoiis,  tiiere  is  not  in  the  whole  city  an  edifice  as  high  as 
the  kywest  house  in  Holy  well-streetb  The  mass  of  habita- 
tions are  about  fifbecox  feet  high,  and  contain  three  rooms ; 
they  have  one  entrance,  closed  by  a  bamboo  screen.  Some 
t>f  the  shops  have  a  low  upper  story,  and  then  the  house, 
roof  and  terrace  altogether,  may  rise  twenty-five  feet  from 
the  street.  Better  houses  there  are,  but  they  are  not  more 
lofty.  They  are  detached,  stand  upon  tlieir  own  little  plot 
of  land,  and  are  surrounded  by  a  twelve-foot  wall.  Then 
there  are  the  palaces,  residences  of  great  ofiicials  and  rich 
merchants,  the  "  yamund "  of  governors,  and  genei*als,  and 
judges.  These  are  large  airy  buildings,  situated  in  gardens 
extensive  enough  to  be  called  parks — excellent  barracks  and 
caini)ing-ground  for  British  grenadiers. 

Ail  these  edi&ces>  are  of  the  most  fra^e  description,  built 
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of  soft  brick,  wood,  or  mud  ;  no  hopeful  shelter  to  the  most 
desperate  courage.  They  would  be  traversed  by  Minie  balb 
and  pierced  by  grape  ;  they  would  be  knocked  into  ruins  by 
half-spent  round  shot ;  they  would  be  burst  by  shells. 
Heroes  could  not  hold  them  ac^ainst  an  advancinc^  column 
of  English  troops  ;  and  as  to  Chinese^  the  first  bullet  thai 
whistled  down  the  street  would  be  an  intimation  of  an 
intended  line  of  march  which  soldier  and  civilian  woiald 
immediately  respect. 

The  whcle  circuit  of  the  walled  city  is  just  six  miles.  It 
is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  character  of  the  buildings 
of  this  place,  or  we  shall  find  ourselves  talking  nonsense 
about "  involving  ourselves  in  the  intricacies  of  a  city  of  a 
million  of  people."  *  Seven  Dials  would  be  a  strong  militaiy 
post ;  but  Greenwich  Fair  would  not  ofSev  great  stcategio 
opportunities  of  defence. 

General  Gough  made  his  attack  with  2,000  fighting  men, 
having  left  Hongkong  protected  only  by  a  few  native 
Indian  troops.  We  have  now  in  this  island,  and  in  these 
waters,  about  4,000  sailors,  500  marines,  and  800  healthy 
soldiers  of  the  land  fbroe.  The  SaTispareU,  which  has  leift 
Singapore,  and  is  now  momentarily  expected,  will  bring  us 
500  more  marines.  General  Gough's  attack  took  place  in 
the  hot  rainy  season — on  the  18th  of  May — and  if  lie  had 
entered  the  city  he  would  not  have  lost  a  man  by  disease. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  recollections  of  General  Gough's 
difficulties  have  led  to  the  present  war.  The  Cantonese 
remember  that  while  he  was  waiting  for  the  black  mail  he 
■was  attacked  by  "  patriotic  volunteers,"  who  surrounded 
part  of  his  force  and  put  it  to  great  difficulties.  They 
remember  also  that  these  **'  patriotic  volunteers  "  were  not 
swept  away  by  barbarian  cannon,  but  were  coaxed  away  by 
the  Chinese  authorities,  who  acted  under  threat  of  a  bom* 
bardmcnt  of  the  city.  This  capital  error  in  morals  and  in 
policy ;  this  egr^ous  mistake  of  that  gallant,  eager,  wrong- 
headed  little  man,  Admiral  Elliott ;  this  unworthy,  money* 
gcasping,  ransom-taldng  polii^  has  prodneed  the  prenont 

*  The  aoeamoy  of  fhis  Infonnstioo  ma  ^terwards  conspidKNisly 
shown  when  Commodore  Elliott,  Captain  Key,  and  Mr.  FtAM,  hunted 
the  whole  city  throng  ia  ohaae  of  Yeh. 
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mr.  Since  tliat  day  the  Oantoneae  look  upon  us  as  robbers 
sttd  booty-aeekeniy  whom  it  is  right  to  exterminate  when 
tiiey  eanj  whom  they  could  thrash  if  thej  pleased,  but 
whom  they  can  always  get  rid  of  by  tosnng  to  us  a  heap  of 
silver.  So  they  pointed  derisively  at  us  whenever  they 
saw  us  ;  they  called  out  after  us  "  Tah "  (beat  them)  !  and 
**Shat"  (behead  them)!  they  encouraged  each  other  to 
acts  of  violence,  and  the}'  wrought  that  intolerable  condition 
of  things  which  makes  it  necessary  for  us,  by  more  imposing 
force  and  by  higher  conduct,  to  take  an  attitude  of  dignity — 
to  show  these  Cantonese  that  we  are  not  petty  pirates  and 
plunderers  like  themselves,  but  a  mighty  necessity  for  good 
and  for  evil,  which  to  them  is  irresistible  as  natural  death. 

We  must  do  strong  violence  now,  because  we  have  been 
weak  and  foolish  in  time  past.  But  what  we  do  we  must 
do  thoroughly.  A  single  reverse,  and  we  should  have 
either  to  withdraw  from  these  shores  or  to  overrun  half  the 
empire.  I  am  not  resting  a  feather's  weight  upon  my  own 
judgment  when  I  affirm  that  with  our  present  force  we 
could  take  this  city  in  six  hours.  But  I  cannot  resist 
the  authority  which  says  that  we  Qould  not  hold  it 
as  we  ought  to  hold  it.  Great  genius  might  doubtless 
multiply  small  means.  I  have  heard  it  said  by  men  whose 
deeds  give  them  right  to  talk,  that  500  men  relieved  once 
alinrtnight  ought  to  liold  the  city  for  six  months.  Perhaps 
the  ships  could  tind  occasion  for  keeping  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ninety-six  villages  at  home.  It  was  they  whp  attacked 
General  Gongh  npon  the  heights,  and  the  terrible  threat  of 
bombardment  is  always  open.  The  probabilities  are  that 
aftor  the  first  day  the  city  wonld  be  as  tranquil  as  this  dty 
of  Tictoria.  The  Chinese  shopkeepers  here  say,  "Yon 
catchee  citee ;  we  open  shop  half  hour  after.'*  But  this  is 
oaly  a  probability.  Were  it  not  for  the  danger  of  the 
insurgents  being  beforehand  with  us,  precipitation  would  be 
madness.  Even  with  this  danger  impending  it  would  not 
do  to  run  the  nsk  of  finding  ourselves  in  Canton  with 
an  inadequate  force,  daily  dwindling  from  overwork  and 
disease. 
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Lord  Elgi&'s -answer  to  the  addien  bas  just  been  prmted, 
and  I  annex  a  copy.  The  addim  iras  sent  to  jon  hj  a 
prevKNiB  mail : — 

"  Gentlemen', — I  am  much  gratified  by  the  welcome  which  you  are 
pleased  to  profifer  to  me  on  my  arrival  at  Uougkong. 
"  I  am  aware  of  tb*  deep  iatenrt  wbieh  yon  have  in  the  n-estabfiah- 

mtnt  of  a  Bolid  peaoa,  and  of  the  weight  which  deservedly  attaches  to 
your  opinion, — not  only  on  the  points  specifically  adverted  to  in  this 
address,  but  also  on  the  larger  quef?tion  of  the  readjustment  of  our 
relations  with  the  Chinese  empire.  I  shall,  therefore,  at  all  times  listen 
with  attention  and  respect  to  any  representations  which  you  may  see 
iii  to  nake  to  aie  on  thoao  mbjects,  althongk  tho  kilerait  of  the  poUte 
aemoe  forbids  that  I  should  diacxm  the  instructiooa  with  which  onr 
Boyereign  has  honoured  me,  or  the  course  which,  in  punuanoe  of  those 
infltructions,  it  is  mv  intention  to  pursue. 

**  Without,  however,  departing  from  the  reserve  which  a  Rense  of 
duty  prescribes  to  me,  I  may  venture  to  state  that  I  concur  widi  you 
in  the  opinion  that  no  settlement  of  onr  prssent  difBenlties  will  be 
satisfactory  which  shall  fail  to  teach  the  Cantonese  a  wholesome  respect 
for  the  obligations  of  their  own  government  in  its  relations  with 
independent  powers,  and  for  the  laws  of  hospitality  towards  strangers 
who  resort  to  their  shores  for  peaceful  purposes  of  trade. 

The  powerful  fleet  already  assembled  on  these  coasts,  which  will 
soon  be  supported  by  an  adequate  militaTj  force,  is  a  pledge  of  her 
lier  Majesty's  determination  to  afford  protection  to  her  faithful  sabjects 
in  this  quarter,  and  to  maintain  the  rights  to  which  they  are  by 
.    treaty  entitled. 

"  It  is  essential  to  the  permanence  of  pacific  relations  with  China, 
and  to  the  security  of  trade,  that  the  court  of  Pekin  should  be  apprised 
tiiat  an  arrogant  refusal  to  treat  with  other  powers  on  the  terms  pre- 
scribed  by  the  comity  of  nations,  or  the  alleged  wilfulness  of  a  pro- 
vincial authority,  will  not  henceforth  be  held  to  release  it  from  the 
responsibility  of  faithfully  adhering  to  engagements  oontracted  with 
independent  and  sovereign  states. 

*'  You  refer  in  language  of  much  force  and  justice  to  the  difficulties 
which  beset  the  mission  on  which  I  am  entering.   I  am  not  insensible 
to  those  diificnlties.   But  knowing  as  I  do  that  the  goTemment  which 
r  serve  is  pursuiug  no  selfish  objects,  that  we  may  count  on  the  cordial 
sympathy  and  active  co-operation  of  other  great  and  generous  nations, 
interested  with  ourselves  in  the  spread  of  commerce  and  the  extension 
of  civilization — knowing,  moreover,  the  valour  and  discipline  of  the 
forces,  both  military  and  nayal,  which,  under  able  and  ezpeifaoced 
■  commanders,  are  prepared,  if  need  be,  to  support  the  honoar  ef  oar 
country's  flag — I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  by  prudenaa  aad 
patience,  moderation  and  firmness^  they  may  be  overoome. 
*  To  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson,  and  Co., 

"  Dent  and  Co.,  and  others. 
Hongkong,  Jidy  8." 
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TkoB  answer  has  beea  dosefy  wuiiiecl,  and  those  who  hold 
thai  the  Chinese  will  pfomiae  anything  or  sign  an j  treaty 
nnyder  pregsnre,  but  inll  be  inflnenoed  only  by  seeing  that 
we  can  thrasb  these  terrible  Cantonese,  do  not  like  the 
words  ''if  need  be  in  the  last  paragraph.  Othere,  however, 
and  these  are  the  majority,  both  in  number  and  in  weight, 
think  that  we  must  not  too  80<m  vex  the  conduct  of  our 
ambassador  with  hostile  criticism.  He  has  a  difficult  task 
to  perfonn,  his  responsibility  will  be  terrible  should  he  fisil, 
and  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  play  his  own  game.  Even 
the  more  eager  and  impatient  admit  that  it  was  necessary 
that  he  should  go  north  to  see  the  present  ports  urul  hold 
talk  with  the  merchants  whose  interests  he  is  to  represent. 


CHAPTER  YIIL 
LOAD  slqik's  Departure  for  Calcutta. 

Diplomatic  OonliereiiceB— Hongkong  RnmouTS— Beiolution  of  Lord 

£^n  to  proceed  to  Calcutta— Reflections  upon  tiie  Policy  to  be 
pursned  towards  Chin*— Departure  of  the  Shanmn  and  the  Pearl, 

Hongkong,  10. 
On  the  13th  the  French  admiral  came  into  harbour. 
On  the  14th  the  opium-steamer  Launcrjicld  arrived  from 
Calcutta,  bringing  advices  to  the  19  th  of  June,  commani- 
eating  certain  intelligence  of  the  spread  of  the  mntioy  and 
only  an  uncertain  probability  of  the  £Edl  of  Delhi. 

In  this  little  conmranity^  where  everything  is  watched, 
where  eveiytliing  is  known,  and  where  nothing  is  secret  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  it  was  immediately  noto- 
rious that  the  plenipo,  and  the  general,  and  the  admiral, 
and  the  French  admiral  were  in  earnest  communication. 
Then  it  transpired  that  orders  had  been  issued  to  the  ships 
under  orders  for  the  north  not  to  take  in  the  extra  quantity 
of  coals  previously  ordered.  So  the  expedition  to  tbe  Pei-ho 
Ikad  been  abandoned,  greatly  to  the  joy  of  every  denneen 
Hongkong.    Shortly  after,  there  were  gentlemen  in  the 
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Qaecii^s  Road  who  could  repeat  the  very  words  u&ed  at  the 
"  Council  of  War  how  the  general  said  "  that  he  could 
not  bold  that  city  without  some  fabulous  amount  of  men 
how  the  admiral  said  ^'  that  he  would  show  him  the  way 
in"  and  how  the  French  admiral  remarked  that,  "  if  the 
English  would  take  the  place,  the  French  woukl  hold  it/' 
Of  course  there  were  rival  Yer8ioD&  Another  report  stated 
that  the  general  insisted  upon  storming  the  city  at  the 
head  of  the  59th,  and  that  the  stopping  of  the  coalmg  of  the 
ships  was  evidently  to  decrease  their  draught  of  water  and 
let  them  up  to  shell  the  fort  The  one  ruling  idee fixee  is — 
take  Canton.  Every  one  who  comes  here  is  dominated  by 
it  in  ten  minutes.  Even  Lord  Palmerston,  if  he  were 
here,  would,  after  a  gallant  fight  abont  some  of  the  red  tape 
of  diplomacy  and  some  thumbing  of  his  Utile  Yankee  book 
on  the  law  of  nations,  give  in  and  ery,  Va  pour  la  eitS.** 
Mr.  Cobden  would  be  hurried  awayin  much  less  time,  and 
find  himself  garrisoning  Magazine  Hill  before  he  had  con- 
ridered  how  he  should  explain  the  tiansactioii  to  Mr.  Curd. 

No  wonder,  then,  that  seeing  that  this  taking  of  Canton  * 
is  to  us  npon  the  spot  the  evident  and  only  solution  of  the 
difficulty,  every  movement  is  received  as  an  intimation  ttat 
the  ooup  hi  about  to  be  made. 

Nothing,  however,  is  at  present  further  from  our  leaders' 
thoughts  than  the  taking  of  Canton.  As  I  intimated  in 
my  last  letter,  the  subject  has  been  considered,  and  all 
authorities  are  agreed  that,  although  tlie  city  might  be 
destroyed,  i*^  could  not  be  taken  and  held.  So  far  from  the 
French  iiaving  intimated  a  dulerent  opinion,  it  is  no  secret 
that  they  for  the  present  decline  any  active  co-operation  of 
any  kind. 

The  Chinese,  who  have  a  spy  in  every  "  boy  "  who  stands 
behind  your  chair,  and  in  every  coolie  who  pulls  your 
punkah,  get  earlier  information  than  the  English.  There  is 
a  Chinaman,  a  painter  and  copier  of  charts,  in  tlio  Queen's 
Road,  whose  shop  is  like  the  shop  of  Pasquin.  '*  Ey  yaw,** 
said  this  authority  about  four  o'clock  yesterday,  "you  no 
catchee  tiiatcity.  What  for  your  number  one  big  mandarin 
run  away,  ey  i  "  The  celestial  man  of  art  was  right.  Lord 
Elgin  had  resolved  to  start  for  Calcutta.    An  hour  affeer<» 
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wards,  and  we  had  the  announcement  that  "  the  Pearl  will 
leave  for  Calcutta,  and  take  letters  for  Singapore  and 
Europe and  the  information  did  not  long  lag,  that  Lord 
Elgin  was  to  accompany  her  in  the  Shmmon. 

Of  course  the  Chinese  chuckle,  and  the  merchants  are 
dispirited.  T  am  convinced,  however,  that  it  was  the  only 
wise  course  open  to  Lord  Elgin. 

He  will  take  a  force  of  1,500  blue-jackets  and  marines 
to  Calcutta,  This  will  compose  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Palaces,  and  the  fact  of  his  arrival  may  have 
a  beneficial  moral  effect,  showing  that  the  whole  Chinese 
expedition  is  present  and  ready  to  act  upon  India ;  the 
]iigh  comntianoner  accompan^ng  them. 

Moreover,  he  will  know,  after  a  fortnight's  stay  at  Cal- 
eutta^  what  probability  there  is  of  Lord  Canning  being  able 
to  restore  him  his  troops,  or  to  replace  them  by  native 
Indian  regiments. 

These  advantages,  however,  are  contingent  and  coUatefaL 
The  real  consideration  I  take  to  be,  that  it  is  the  only  escape 
from  a  false  position.  If  he  had  gone  to  the  Peiho^  he 
wonld  have  met  there  an  insult  which  he  is  without  £>roe 
to  resent.  The  Erenoh  admiral  brings  intelligence  that 
iSttB  Baron  de  Gros  will  not  be  here  for  two  months,  so  that 
if  Lord  EIgm  had  remained  here,  he  would  haye  afforded  a 
apeotacla  to  the  Chinese,  and  also  to  Europe^  of  a  British 
plenipotentiarj  awaiting  the  leisurely  pleasure  of  our  good 

Of  course  the  state  of  India  could  not  have  been  foreseen, 
bat,  making  aH  allowances  fi>r  this  disturbing.drcumstance, 
thepeople  at  home  seem  to  haye  sadly  bungled  this  matter. 

like  sdf*«vident  course  was,  to  send  out  a  sufficient  force 
to  puniBh  Teh ;  to  take  possession  of  the  city  out  of  which 
he  had  driven  us  ;  to  inflict  punishment  for  his  attempts  at 
wholesale  poisoning  and  for  his  proclamations  inviting  our 
assassination.  Then,  with  Canton  in  our  hands,  and  with 
the  balance  in  the  war  of  reprisals  in  our  favour,  Lord  Elgin 
might  have  come  out  and  presented  himself  with  dignity  at 
the  Court  of  Pekin.*    He  might  have  said,  "  Your  officer 

*  It  iH  scarcely  necessary  to  remark  that  this  cottise  was  eTentoalily 
Ibrced  upon  Lord  Elgin  by  ciroumstaaces. 
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baa  broken  the  treaty,  and  committed  upon  your  allies  the 
most  savage  outrages.  We  liave  punislied  him  on  the  spot ; 
and  we  come  now  to  ask  you  either  to  disown  him  and  to 
ifidemnify  us  for  his  misconduct,  or  to  acknowledge  liim  and 
make  this  a  national  quarrel." 

Instead  of  this,  we  can  read  Lord  Elgin's  instructions  in 
the  paragraph  of  the  Queen's  Speech  and  in  the  proposed 
expedition  to  the  Peiho  as  clearly  as  if  they  were  printed  in 
the  Gazette.  He  is  to  present  himself  at  Pekin  while  the 
Chinese  are  in  possession  of  the  cause  of  quarrel,  and  believe, 
and  rightly  believe,  that  they  have,  upon  the  whole,  the  best 
of  the  contest.  He  vill  iiud  at  the  Peiho  the  same  feeling 
which  caused  the  lisiDgs  at  Singapore  and  Penan g,  and  at 
Sarawak — a  feeUng  generated  by  the  simple  fact  that  the 
English  have  been  driven  out  of  Canton,  and  have  not  been 
able  to  force  their  way  back  ;  he  will  be  rudely  snubbed,  or 
entan^ed  in  long  and  fruitless  negotiations.  Then  comes 
the  expensive  expedient  of  a  declaration  of  war.  The  four 
ports  will  be  dosed,  the  CSiancellor  of  the  Ezchequ^s 
£10,000,000  will  be  cruelly  d^ped,  and  the  Yankees  wOl 
step  in  and  osrry  <s£  the  profits  of  Biitish  trade.  Predous 
time  will  have  been  loet,  and  our  position  sacrificed,  in  ord«r 
that  Lord  Falmerston  may  have  no  breach  of  etiquette  upon 
his  oonsdenoe.  A  state  of  war  with  the  Emperor  of  OhiDa 
co0ts  us  £1 0,0 00,000  a  year  in  home  revenue  and  commerdal 
profits ;  a  border  war  of  reprisalB  costs  us  nothing  but  the 
expense  of  the  force  employed.  Yet  we  play  our  last  card 
first ;  we  stop  our  reprisals  and  commence  our  war,  in  order 
to  apply  to  a  barbarous  Asiatic  ceremonies  of  Western 
chivalry  which  he  can  neither  appreciate  nor  understand. 
Verily,  Sir  John  Bowring,  much  abused  as  he  is  both  here 
and  at  home,  has  taken  a  more  common-sense  view  of 
these  matters  than  the  high  diplomatists  of  England  and 
:  France. 

About  the  end  of  September,  whan  the  Gulf  of  Pechelee 
is  swept  by  storms,  and  the  anchorage  is  insecure,  the  English 
and  French  plenipotentiaries  will  probably  renew  the  post- 
poned expedition  to  the  Peiho.  They  will  act  in  sweet 
accord — the  English  to  open  trade  for  the  whole  world,  the 
French  to  open  the  liom&n  Catholic  religion  to  the  world 
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of  C^tta*  At  the  end  of  October  thej  will  be  precisely 
where  we  all  are  in  this  month  of  July. 

Lord  Elgiu  embarks  to-day  at  2  o'clock.  I  ehaU  go  and 
study  certain  commercial  questions  at  the  four  ports,  wh^ 
tlMy  are  yet  open  to  IbgHshmeD. 

The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  have  detemiMd 
to  despatch  the  Sha/nghai  to  Galle,  so  that  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  adding  a  postsotipt  to  my  letter,  which  went 
by  way  of  Calcutta. 

I  must  mention  that  for  several  days  the  state  of  Sir 
John  Bowring  caused  great  uneasiness  to  his  friends.  He 
has  had  a  bad  attack  of  fever,  but  has  teoovered.  He  was 
at  his  office  again  yesterday. 

'  The  adiievements  of  the  coral  reefii  in  the  Straits  of  Banca 
ought  to  reach  you  much  earlier  than  through  me.  Five 
vessels  of  war  have  been  adiote  in  those  straits  within  the 
last  twelve  months.  The  TrcmaU  alone,  of  all  the,  five  made 
the  most  of  the  opportunity,  and  went  down.  The  Himalaya 
bumps,  sacrifices  a  little  coal  and  a  little  water,  and  proceeds 
on  her  way  rejoicing.  The  Actman  strikes,  knocks  away 
her  false  keel,  and  sails  away  all  the  better  for  it.  The 
Transit  takes  the  matter  an  serieujo,  aud  goes  with  all 
alacrity  to  the  bottom.  Since  no  lives  have  been  lost,  no 
one  can  regret  the  accident,  except  those  unliappy  staff 
officers  who  had  all  their  baggage  on  board.  Government 
pays,  but  you  cannot  compensate  a  man  for  all  he  loses  on 
such  occasions. 

You  will  be  told,  of  course,  that  at  any  rate  this  was  no 
fault  of  the  ship.  Do  your  friends  at  the  Admiralty  believe 
in  "luck,"  and  witchcraft,  and  judicial  astrology,  and  spirit- 
rappings  ?  If  so,  the  sane  portion  of  the  nation  ought  to 
be  acquainted  with  their  state  of  mind.  Sane  men  who  are 
not  in  the  Admiralty  judge  a  ship  by  her  performances. 
It  may  be,  and  oftentiiiios  is,  a  ship's  own  fault  even  that 
she  runs  upon  a  rock,  and  her  fault  that  she  cannot  be  got 
off  again.  It  must  be  her  fault  if  she  constantly  succumbs  to 
accidents  which  other  ships  survive.  An  invalid  dies  of  a  blow 
which  would  not  afifect  a  strong  man;  or  a  cripple  is  cruahed 
by  a  deaeending  lorce  which  an  active  man  w<mld  avoid. 
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People  here  say  that  the  summer  is  more  than  usually 
unhealthy.  There  is  a  plague  of  boils  upon  every  one. 
Generals  cannot  ait  down,  and  ladies  cannot  show  their 

faces. 

The  Inflexible  paddle-wheel  steamer  is  gone  down  to  the 
Struts  to  bring  off  some  of  the  troops.  The  Nimrod  has 
ttrriyed. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

A  VOTAOS  TO  THB  VOIffiB. 

Laaving  HoDgkong  Harbour— Scenery  of  the  China  Seas— Swabhow— 

Kamoa — ^Amoj. 

GooD-BTB  to  Hongkong.  On  Saturday,  the  25th  of 
July,  under  a  'vertical  sun  and  over  an  unruffled  sea,  the 

Reini  steamed  out  of  Hongkong  harbour.  The  ships  of 
war,  with  their  awnings  spread  and  their  flags  drooping 
down  the  spars,  seem  to  feel  the  lassitude  which  oppresses 
all  animal  life.  The  junks  are  s])reading  their  damaged  silks 
to  dry,  covering  their  rigging  with  reds  and  yellows,  which 
mingle  so  badly  in  detail,  but  contrast  so  gorgeously  in 
masses.  They  are  also  chin-chin-ing  their  josses  for  pros- 
perous passages,  liring  off  crackers,  and  sending  lighted 
paper  lanterns  afloat  upon  the  harbour.  "We  take  leave 
of  the  familiar  spots  and  prominent  points  in  the  city  of 
Victoria,  and  as  it  recedes  from  view  we  wonder  how  so 
small  a  speck  upon  so  small  an  island  can  hold  70,000 
people. 

We  have  escaped  from  that  dominating  and  oppressing 
mountain,  and  that  humid  heat.  Hey  for  the  north  !  Hong- 
kong itself  is  onlj  one  of  that  multitude  of  ten  thousand 
islands  which  fringe  the  Chinese  coast  from  the  Gulf  of 
Tonquin  to  the  Gulf  of  Peohelee,  and  as  we  move  out 
through  that  strait  which  separates  it  from  the  mainland 
and  forms  its  admirable  harbour,  we  only  involve  ourselves 
among  other  barren  islands  and  in  other  intricate  fth^Tin^lq; 
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The  sonth-wesfe  monsoon,  however,  blows  gently  aft,  and 
it  is  pleasant  upon  the  qaarter-deck  of  the  Beriik  A 
merchant^  with  whom  I  have  much  confederated,  is  eome 
on  board,  accoropanied  hy  boxes  of  ice  and  cases  of  creatare- 
comforts  ;  and  there  is  an  American  captain,  who  is  canning 
in  strange  beverages.  There  is  not  much  to  see^  but  life  is 
not  unendurable. 

Next  morning  we  are  closely  hugging  the  mainland,  and 
can  distinguish  populous  towns  upon  the  coast.  How  rife 
is  human  life  in  this  r^on !  Wherever  the  eye  wander% 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  fishing-boats  cover  the  sea  in 
troops  innumerable.  These  are  the  minnows  of  these 
waters.  Now  and  then,  with  ample  snowy  canvass,  a 
British-built  schooner  speeds  by,  sailing  like  a  yacht  for  a 
regatta  cup,  but  armed  to  the  teeth.  That  is  one  of  the 
&r-&med  opium  clippers,  tind  she  calls  Jardine,  or  Dent^  or 
Bnssell,  or  Heard,  her  owner.  Bhe  is  the  trout  of  the  water. 
There  are  plenty  of  pike,  but  they  are  lurking  out  of  view. 
If  that  schooner  were  to  be  becalmed,  or  our  machinery 
were  to  break  down,  they  would  soon  show  themselves. 

In  the  afternoon  of  our  second  day's  voyage  we  were  off 
Swacliow. 

Three  low  pyramidal  hills,  behind  which  lie  many  square- 
i^gged  vessels,  their  spars  visible  above  the  elbows  of  the 
hills,  form  a  breakwater  to  a  convenient  bay,  and  at  the  top 
of  that  bay  lies  a  city  where  a  large  foreign  commerce  has 
sprung  up  despite  the  opposition  of  the  authorities.  The 
surrounding  country  and  the  opposite  coast  of  Formosa 
produce  large  quantities  of  sugar,  and  the  dangers  of  ])iracy 
have  enabled  the  Europeans  to  monopolize  the  carrying 
trade,  which  was  formerly  performed  by  the  junks.  The 
junks  bring  some  of  the  coarse  sugars  over  from  Formosa, 
but  when  purified  it  is  too  valuable  a  cargo  to  be  trusted  to 
native  bottoms, 

Swachow  will  be  a  considerable  commercial  port  when 
a  new  treaty  has  placed  China  within  the  comity  of 
nations. 

Next  we  pass  the  island  of  Namoa — very  classic  land, 
Namoa  is  a  c^^giate  city  ;  literary  men  abound  there,  and 
much  opium  is  smoked.   One-twentieth  part  of  the  whole 
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quantity  imported  into  Chioa  is  delivered  from  tlie  Namoa 
station. 

But,  notwitlistandiDg  tiie  depressing  iniiuences  of  Chinese 
litmiture  and  BritisU  opium,  Namoa  is  a  well-cultivated 
island.  Barky  is  growing  all  up  the  hills  wherevar  the 
rocks  allow,  and  rke  is  cultivated  at  the  bottom,  wlieve  the 
collected  drainage  affords  a  constant  moiatuxe. 

The  morning  our  third  day  shows  us  Chapel  Island-— 
a  roqk  with  a  naioral  tuunel  through  it.  It  ie  the  ootlyii^ 
picket  to  the  Amoj  Archipelago. 

Amoy  is  one  of  our  laidiil  porta  of  trade,  and  thither  we 
are  bonnd.  It  took,  laat  year,  aboot  £120,000  worth 
(471,6B9  doUan)  of  our  ootton%  and  £3,000  (1M30  doDan) 
worth  of  oar  woc^ena ;  and  it  gave  ua  in  xetam  sugar  and 
sagar-candy,  some  indifferent  tea>  and  a  little  camphor  and 
ahun.  It  is  not  a  very  large  affair,  this  Amoy  trade ;  but, 
aa  it  10  an  eatabliahed  feet,  we  must  look  at  the  plaee. 

Ab  we  stand  in  from  Chapel  Island,  we  appear  to  be 
entering  a  deep  bay  in  the  mainland.  The  land  we  ha?ie 
before  us  is,  however,  really  the  two  islands  of  EoolongBn 
and  Amoy,  so  close  together  that  the  strait  between  them 
seems  only  the  iij^per  end  of  a  bay.  There  are  three 
mandarin  junks  flaunting  their  gaudy  banners,  and  one  of 
them  is  firing  a  shot  to  bring  to  a  boat.  But  these  brave- 
looking  war-craft  are  baid  to  have  a  marvellously  good  under- 
standing with  the  pirates  outside,  and  to  be  well  out  of 
the  way  whenever  any  enterprise  is  ffoing  on  which  is  under- 
taken in  force.  Besides  the  mandarin  s  tliere  are  numerous 
junks  of  commerce,  many  lorchas — hybrid  things,  half  Euro- 
pean, half  Chinese, — and  several  European  vessels.  The 
Cemus  should  show  her  pennant  here,  but  she  is  away  upon 
a  cruise,  and  the  defence  of  Amoy  is  left  to  our  picturesque 
and  gaudy  mandarin  ijieQd;^^  with  their  lofty  sterna  wad 
their  carved  prows. 

As  we  advance  into  the  harbour  between  the  two  islands^ 
we  pass  over  the  spot  where  the  English  fleeti  in  the  first 
war,  blew  out  of  the  water  the  only  Chinese  fleet  that 
ever  ventured  to  come  out  to  meet  them.  To  oar  left,  on 
the  island  of  Koolongsu,  is  the  walled  graveyard  where 
moulder  the  bones  of  the  Eoglishm^  who  taught  the 

r 


^  J  .i^cd  by  Google 


AlCOT. 


Chinese  of  tbese  parts  a  lesson  they  still  remember.  Further 
up  upon  our  right  lies  the  city  of  Amoy.  There  are  four 
iiouses  which  are  evidently  built  for  purposes  of  European 
XMidence.  The  rest  of  the  place,  in  itg  water-side  paint  of 
view,  looks  like  a  small  slice  of  Wapping  in  very  bad  repair, 
and  grotesqvdj  pnnied.  I  found  a  lady  in  Amoj  who  * 
resented  my  asking  her  if  she  were  resigned  to  her  residence 
there,  and  who  declared  that  of  aU  spots  out  <^  England,  it 
was  that  she  should  choose  to  live  in.  Women  find  tbeir 
lu^ppinesB  in  their  duties^  and  th^  bear  these  with  them  to 
eimy  cHmata  Bat  Amoy  is  not  a  place  to  be  lored  for 
itself  With  a  chair  and  fisar  bearers  I  tniTersed  the  town 
in  efvery  direetion.  Amoy  is  a  real  nnsc^hirticsted  Ohineso 
town,  and  I  expected  somsihing  entirely  new  in  charsoter. 
Alas !  there  is  nothing  new,  eren  under  the  son  of  CSiina. 
Amoy  is  almost  ezaoily  Bke  every  other  tenth-rate  Esstem 
town.  It  hss  the  smell  of  Lower  Thames-street  in  hot 
BOOBfday.  It  has  the  booth-shaped,  onMtoried  houses 
whereof  the  Arabs  have  bnilt  Ckmstantine,  whereof  tiie 
Turks  have  built  the  baser  parts  of  Smyrna^  and  which  are 
to  be  found  slso  in  the  i^yptxaa  part  of  Alexandria.  It  is 
a  congeries  of  huts  with  open  fronts.  Upon  tlie  floor  is 
heaped  and  exposed  for  sale^  every  indescribable  edible  in  the 
Chinese  dietary.  Some,  liir^sing  hot,  are  for  immediate  con- 
sumption ;  lumps  of  roaiit  pork,  stews  curiously  compounded 
of  gelatinous  matter,  a  small  square  piece  of  meat,  and 
vegetables  of  different  kinds,  cut  into  long  regular  strips. 
Some  coldly  taint  the  air,  and  call  for  fire  and  quick  con- 
sumption, such  as  fresh  fish,  caught  perhaps  in  the  bay  a  few 
hours  before,  but  now  rapidly  decomposing.  Livid  joints  of 
beef  hang  upon  bamboo  poles,  despite  tbe  precepts  of  Fo ; 
and  within  reach  of  their  odour  is  a  mountain  of  Chinese 
confectionery — bean  cakes,  looking  like  cakes  of  honey  soap  ; 
dark  treacly  substauces,  which  quiver  as  they  are  divided 
into  small  portions ;  and  a  light  oompound  which  looks  like 
that  pleanuEit  miaBture  of  honey  and  almonds  wherein  the 
Torks  are  so  ommiiig.  There  were  shops  also  full  of  bamboo 
woik,  and  others  where  J ohn  Chinaman,  naked  to  his  hips, 
was  at  worir  upcm  rode  funiitiire ;  but  I  saw.  nothing  which 
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ministered  to  the  elegances  of  life,  except  a  warehouaefttl 
of  artificial  flowers. 

I  had  abundant  leisure  to  observe  Amoy  in  all  its  details. 
The  streets  were  so  narrow  that  my  palanquin,  not  two  feet 
•wide,  could  not  pass  between  the  merchandise  on  cither  side. 
The  propnetor  stood  by  to  protect  it  as  we  scraped  past. 
About  six  times  in  the  course  of  our  lon^  peregrinations  we 
came  upon  processions  from  the  opposite  quarter.  Some 
great  or  little  mandarin,  with  a  body-guard  armed  with 
trident  spears,  appeared  in  his  palanquin  directly  in  my 
iront,  and  stared  at  me  with  a  mild  interest.  In  Amoy 
every  European  &cb  is  known,  and  they  are  not  difficult  to 
count.  To  pass  was  physically  impossible,  and  there  was 
always  much  shouting;  but  I  oould  not  detect  any  tendency 
to  be  uncivil  to  the  stranger.  Once,  by  the  aid  of  aome 
bystanders,  and  favoured  by  the  construction  of  the  shops  on 
either  cdde,  I  was  liftbed  bodily  over  the  head  of  the  inaii- 
dacin ;  sometimes  we  managed  to  squeeze  by,  and  sometimes 
we  remained  in  position  until  a  way  could  be  cleared 
through  the  merchandise.  Then  ^  Ya-ho^  ya-ho,"  sang  the 
bearere^  and  away  thmr  wen^  knocking  everything  about 
that  did  not  get  out  or  thdr  way.  We  passed  a  few  joss> 
houses^  which  axe  in  fonn  quite  alike^  and  are  exceedingly 
well  represented  in  the  temple  depictured  upon  a  willow^ 
pattern  plate ;  but  beyond  these  I  saw  no  public  building. 

The  city  of  Amcy  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  diameter^ 
and  the  residenoe  of  Mr.  Mbrnson^  the  consul,  is  just  out- 
side the  dty-wall,  on  the  opposite  side  firom  the  harbour. 
The  dty-wall  is  a  structure  which  would  not  defend 
an  orchard  from  the  incursions  of  an  English  schoolboy. 
The  consular  resideuce  is  the  most  pleasant  residence  in 
this  part  of  the  world — large,  airy,  and  convenient,  and  with 
a  spacious  verandah,  through  which  the  sea-breeze  blows 
with  grateful  freshness.  There  ai'e  gardens  all  round  it,  and 
a  mound  whence  there  is  a  prospect  of  the  surrounding 
country.  From  the  top  of  the  mound  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  a  marching  column  of  the  Amoy  militia,  who  were 
defiling  along  the  bank  of  a  small  lake. 

The  uniform  of  the  Amoy  militia  is  not  strictly  main- 
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'tained,  and  tlieir  order  of  marcli  is  not  one  of  severe  pre- 
cision. Some  of  tliera  wore  the  huge  bamboo  hats  which  an 
English  finiitstall-kceper  would  use  to  hold  bushels  of  apples 
and  to  display  hundreds  of  oranges,  but  which  the  Chinese 
peasants  wear  as  shields  from  the  sun  and  rain.  Others 
abandoned  their  shorn  heads  and  pendent  tails  to  the  tierce- 
ness  of  the  mid-day  heat.  They  all  wore  a  sleeveless  cotton 
jacket  with  some  Chinese  characters  printed  upon  it ;  but 
in  other  respects  they  presented  every  variety  of  the  coolie 
garb- — naked  feet  and  legs,  leathern  sandals,  thick-soled 
Chinese  shoes,  loose  trousers,  and  cotton  breeches,  and  stock- 
ings, were  all  equally  tolerated  among  the  Amoy  militia. 
They  straggled  along  without  much  order.  Two  or  three 
braves  with  trident  spears  walked  first,  then  followed  the 
arquebuse-men,  carrying  their  guns  as  the  spies  from  the 
land  of  Canaan  brought  back  their  trophies^  two  men  to* 
each  arquebuse.  Then  came  aome  warriora  with  large 
wicker  ahielda  and  short  swords,  and,  lastly,  upon  a  pony, 
came  the  venerable  leader  of  the  troop,  two  men  holding  a 
large  parachute-formed  parasol  over  his  head. 

Beturmng  from  the  consulate  I  visited  the  merchants' 
"go-downs,"  and  saw  the  preparation  of  the  t^  for  the 
English  and  colonial  markets.  The  outer  bamboo  oadngs 
-were  being  stri^qped  off,  and  coolies  with  tow  and  cungee 
(rice  paste)  were  affixing  npon  the  coarsest  possible  teas 
printed  labels  descriptive  of  very  superior  quality.  I  was  told 
that  these  teas  were  too  bad  to  hope  to  find  any  market  in 
Bn^and,  but  they  would  be  bought  up  for  ^e  Western 
States  of  America^  for  Canada^  and  Ibr  our  other  colonies. 
The  prices  are  vexy  high.  The  buyers  have  in  some  instaneeg 
been  paying  more  for  teas  in  Chuia  than,  according  to  the 
last  accounts,  they  would  sell  for  in  England. 

One  day  is  abundance  for  Amoy.  Having  obtained  all 
ike  statistics  I  wanted  firom  the  consul,  and  having  noted  all 
the  information  I  could  obtain  from  the  merchants,  I  was 
glad  to  get  on  board  the  Remi  again,  and  to  find  myself 
steaming  out  of  harbour  before  sundown.  Yet  even  at 
Amoy  commerce  is  winning  its  way,  and  the  operations  are 
increasing. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  we  sighted  the  White 
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Dogs  "—rocky  islets  at  the  moath  of  the  Min.  Here  we 
were  to  leave  the  mail  for  Foochow,  another  of  our  treaty 

ports,  situate  forty  miles  tip  that  dangerous  river.  I  wanted 
to  go  to  I'oochow,  and  there  were  several  mercantile  people 
on  board  who  were  very  anxious  to  kuovv'  the  |»rice  of  teas 
there  ;  but  they  ouly  smiled  when  I  pro})osed  to  go  up  in  the 
mail-boat.  When  I  argued  that  where  her  Majesty's  mails 
could  be  trusted,  our  carcasses  and  packages  could  not  be  in 
much  danger,  they  replied  that  the  river  pirates  knew  that 
her  Majesty's  mails  consisted  of  "chits"  not  worth  one 
dollar  to  a  pirate,  but  that  no  instance  had  yet  occurred  of 
a  chest  of  opium  or  a  box  of  treasure  being  trusted  to  this 
conveyance.  I  had  calculated  on  meeting  a  stout  sailing- 
boat,  manned  by  an  English  crew.  I  own  I  was  a  little 
astonished  to  find  at  the  appointed  place  a  miserable  Chinese 
sanpan,  manned  by  an  old  Chinaman  and  his  two  sons. 
Three  nights  in  such  a  vessel  as  this  was  not  an  encouraging 
prospect  ;  and  wlien  T  was  told  that  I  might  possibly  be 
detained  a  month  before  I  should  find  an  opportunity  of 
going  thence  north  to  ^Shanghai,  I  felt  that  a  port  having 
such  sparse  facilities  of  access,  could  not  odOfor  very  valuable 
opportunities  for  investigation. 

Foochow  is  ci  importance  to  us  as  a  tea-port.  In  1S56 
40,972,6001b.  were  exported,  valued  at  £1,525,000.  Of 
these  23,880,8001b.  came  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  return 
Foochow  took  110,000  pieces  of  our  gray  and  white  long- 
cloths,  and  1,000  pieces  of  long  ells,  valued  together  at 
£70,250.    The  rest  was  paid  in  bullion. 

The  balance  of  trade,  therefore,  is  at  this  port  altogetiier 
against  us,  and  I  am  told  upon  the  authority  of  a  man  who 
kaowB  the  country  well,  that^  as  a  tea-port,  Foochow  is 
altogether  a  mistake.  Higher  up  upon  the  coasts  just  upon 
the  division-line  which  separates  the  provinces  of  Fuhlden 
and  Ohiekiang,  lie  the  hay  and  city  of  Fnlming.  I  am  told 
that  the  tea  which  is  brought  down  to  Fooehow  is  all 
carried  upon  men's  backs  across  the  hig^  chain  of  mountains^ 
and  comes  from  the  neighbouriiood  cf  Fuhning,  whidi  is  the 
centre  of  this  tea-district  I  am  told  also  that  when  teas 
were  selling  at  Foochow  at  twenty-eiz  taels  a  picul,  they 
might  be  bought  at  Fuhning  at  eighteen  taels  per  picul ;  and 
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tbat  ihe  interruptionB  wbioh  have  ooonrred  to  getting  tlie 
teaB  down  to  Foochow  this  year,  are  occasioned  hj  the 
difficulties  of  the  mountain  transit^  and  would  not  opmte 
if  we  went  to  Fuhning  and  embarked  them  there,  when 
a  new  treaty  shall  have  given  us  freedom  to  trade  along  the 
whole  of  the  coast,  Foochow  will  probably  go  out  of  exist- 
ence as  a  commercial  port  As  it  i%  we  have  been  several 
times  on  the  point  of  abandoning  it. 

Next  day  we  pass  Wanchow  upon  the  coast.  We  are 
now  coasting  along  one  of  the  most  densely-peopled  pro- 
vinces of  China,  and  the  seaboard  is  studded  ^vith  great 
cities.  Wanchow  carries  on  a  tolerated  trade  with  us,  and 
we  get  tea,  silk,  and  alum  from  that  port.  It  is  the  nearest 
point  of  communication  with  the  black-tea  districts,  and  it 
will  take  a  great  start  when  the  country  is  open. 

This  treacherous  Chinese  sea  is  still  blue,  and  calm,  and 
beautiful,  although  it  is  the  full  season  of  typhoons,  and  we 
have  been  coursing  the  length  of  the  channel  of  Formosa, 
which  is  thought  to  be  the  birthplace  of  all  typhoons. 
During  our  fifth  night  at  sea  we  fell  in  with  a  dismasted 
ship,  which  refused  our  profiered  assistance,  and  disappointed 
our  captain's  hope  of  salvage,  but  which  reminded  us  pas- 
sengers that  these  skies  do  not  always  smile.  Not  long 
after,  in  the  clear  moonlight,  three  large  heavily-armed 
junks  came  swooping  round  us— no  doubt  they  will  also 
visit  our  dismasted  friend  ;  but  he  has  made  himself  pretty 
taut  by  this  time,  and  will  not  be  an  easy  prey. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  our  voyage  we  stand  out  to  sea,  and 
keep  outside  the  Chusan  group.  The  sacred  isle  of  Puto  is 
just  visible  through  my  glass,  and  I  can  see  no  small  object 
in  Chusan.  To-morrow  morning  we  shall  arrive  early  at 
Woosung,  and  proceed  up  the  river  to  Shanghai,  and,  as  I 
shall  only  arrive  just  in  time  to  catch  the  home-going  mail, 
I  will  now  close  this  letter. 
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solidity  to  the  rich  alluvial  soil.  A  thoasaod  squatters  aro 
read  J  to  seize  upon  it  and  convert  it  into  gardens  inune« 
diately  the  tide  ^all  cease  to  cover  it. 

Fishing,  and  carrying,  and  convoying,  a  thousand  junks 
and  lorcLas  are  scudding  to  and  fro  in  the  estuary.  But  we 
proceed  not  far  up  the  channel  of  '  the  Child  of  the  Ocean," 
•*  the  Father  of  Rivers,"  "  the  Girdle  of  China,"  A  checker- 
painted  sea-mark  (which  wants  only  a  telegi-aph  upon  it  to 
make  its  usefulness  complete)  and  a  floating  lighthouse  mark 
the  point  where  the  last  tributary  to  the  Yang-tse-Kiang, 
the  river  Wang  Poo,  joins  its  waters.  Upon  a  low  spit  of 
land  stands  tlie  desolate  and  amphibious-looking  village  of 
Woosung.  The  place  is  not  really  desolate  and  is  not  really 
amphibious,  for  large  fortunes  are  constantly  being  made 
here  (the  golden  sands  of  commerce  accumulate  as  rapidly  as 
the  deposits  of  the  Yang-tse-Kiang),  and  the  piles  on  which 
the  buildings  are  erected  lift  them  up  out  of  danger  of 
inundation.  But  the  Chinese  have  a  talent  for  giving  aa 
appearance  of  squalor  to  their  towns  and  villages. 

I  did  not  land,  but  proceeded  immediately  in  a  ^tipftp  to^ 
Messrs.  Dent's  receiving-ship,  which  lies  strongly  mshmed 
fore-and-aft  in  the  mouth  of  the  liw.  Time  was  when  the 
Emily  Jam  was  a  floating  garrison,  with  a  duKaplined  mw 
trained  to  gunnery  and  boarding  practice.  Her  guns  are 
still  in  very  good  <»der,  but  she  is  not  likely  to  test  their 
powers ;  for  the  mandarin  junks  are  no  longer  her  enemies, 
and  the  j^rates  hold  her  in  gieat  respect.  I  am  afindd  she 
is  a  yetj  widked  EmUy  Jane,  for  she  is  crammed  with 
opium,  and  the  odour  of  the  drug  is  strong  in  her  spacious 
cabins.  Your  "  Special  Oonespondeiit**  o^i^t  to  he  above 
sneh  base  eoosideratioiis,  but  Temperance  advocates  have 
been  known  to  relish  aromp-sbeak  cooked  upon  the  fumaoe- 
fire  of  firoadwood*s  brewery ;  and  I  must  own  that  when  the 
finmk  and  hospitable  commander  of  the  EmSy  Jam  had 
responded  to  my  letter  of  introduction  by  an  invitation  to 
join  him  in  some  well-cooled  sautemoi  a  joint  of  capital 
Shanghai  mutton,  and  a  sucoessfnlly  concocted  ice  pudding — 
grateful  contnuit  to  the  monotonous  fare  of  a  passenger 
steamboat— I  did  not  look  about  me  with  so  much  flaming 
indignation  as  a  total- abstinence -ficom- opium  adToeste 
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I  shall  return  to  Hm  opium  question  limaiibtf^I  hope  in 
more  serious  and  ratiocinative  mood.  After  "  tiffin**  I  left 
the  Emily  Jam^  for  the  tide  was  making,  and  Shanghai  is 
seven  miles  up  this  river  Wang  Poo. 

At  a  distance  of  three  miles,  in  the  ^my  twilight,  Shanghai 
looks  like  a  distant  view  of  Woolwich.  The  tall  spars  of 
the  Pique  frigate,  the  English  and  American  steamers  of 
war,  and  a  fleet  of  merchant  vessels  give  an  air  of  life  and 
bustle  to  the  waters  of  this  noble  tributaiy  to  the  Yang- 
tse-Kiang.  Higher  up,  where  a  turn  in  the  river  gives  an 
inland  appearance,  we  see  a  multitudinous  mass  of  junk- 
masts,  just  as  from  Greenwich  and  Woolwich  we  see  the 
spars  of  the  ships  that  crowd  our  docks.  All  tells  of  a  large 
commerce  requiring  a  strong  protection.  In  this  indistinct 
light  the  "  hongs"  of  the  European  settlement  loom  like 
the  ship  .slips  at  Deptford  or  Woolwich.  It  is  only  upon  a 
near  approach  that  they  resolve  themselves  into  fine,  finished 
buildings,  some  columned  like  Grecian  temples,  some  square 
and  massive  like  Italian  palaces,  but  all  declaratory  that  the 
res  angusta  domi  is  a  woe  unknown  to  Englishmen  in  China. 

The  English  settlement  at  iShaughai  is  situate  upon  a  bend 
ci  thk  river  Wang  Poo.  Its  boundaries  are  its  fortifications. 
On  one  side  the  Soo-choo  river,  which  comes  down  from  the 
great  city  Soo-choo  (the  Birmingham  of  China)  and  Mis  into 
tlie  Wang  Poo^  forms  its  limits.  On  the  other  side,  the 
Yang-kang-pang  canal  shuts  it  from  the  settlement  allotted  • 
to  the  French.  This  French  allotment  extends  up  to  the 
walls  of  the  Chinese  city  of  Shanghai 

The  frontage  npon  the  Wang  Poo,  between  the  Soo-choo 
river  and  the  canal,  is  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  and  the  settle 
ment  extends  faackwarda  about  half  a  mils.  This  space  is 
divided  into  squares  by  six  roads  at  right  angles  with  the 
rivex^  and  three  parallel  to  it,  and  in  these  squares  are  the 
xesideneeB  and  go-downs  g£  Hhe  oommeroial  houses,  each  in 
its  surrounding  plot  of  ornamented  ground  In  the  rear  of 
all  is  the  Shanghai  racecourse. 

I  am  so  fortunate  as  to  he  commended  to  the  princely 
hospitality  of  Mr.  Beale,  whose  capacity  of  entertainment  is 
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BO  large  tbat  he  can  allot  a  amaiate  esl»Ukliiii0nt  to  ea^h 
guest.  I  oecapj  the  rooms  where  Mr.  Fortane  stored  his 
treasures  and  where  he  hung  up  that  terrible  dooble-hanelled 
gun  which  raked  the  dedcs  of  ao  many  pirate  jonks. 

If  I  have  succeeded  in  eon^ying  to  the  reader  any  notion 
of  this  place,  he  will  reoognize  in  it  the  present  mainstay  and 
the  future  hope  of  our  trade  with  China.  Almost  yesterday 
the  site  of  this  liandsome  Anglo-Chinese  city  was  paddy- 
fields  and  cotton  grounds.  Ju  1856,  309  British  sliips,  of  the 
tonnage  92,943  tons,  unloaded  on  the  quays.  Imports  from 
the  whole  world  to  the  amount  of  £3,0 10,5 11  passed  through 
the  custom-house,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  opium  to  the 
value  of  £4,624,305  passed  through  this  portal  to  the  interior 
of  China.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  amount  of  legal  and 
illegal  imports,  a  fui*ther  importation,  £4,287,990  in  hard 
bullion^  was  lequisite  to  settle  the  balance  of  trade  with 
Europe  and  America,  and  to  pay  for  the  enormous  amount 
of  tea  and  silk  which  China  sent  down  to  Shanghai,  and 
Shanghai  distributed  to  Europe,  America,  and  Australia. 

This  is  something  like  prosperity — a  single  port  with  an 
annual  balance  of  four  millions  and  a  quarter  in  its  favour, 
but  for  the  opium,  the  amount  would  have  been  nine  millions. 
In  the  current  year,  accordinf(  to  all  present  appearances, 
the  sum  may  reach  £9,000,000,  even  with  the  set-off  of  the 
opium ;  and  but  for  this  undesirable  resource  for  hedging 
our  losses,  the  civilized  world  would  have  to  fiud  £  1 4,000,000 
worth  of  silver  to  pay  the  Chinamen  who  supply  this  single 
port. 

It  is  impossible  to  predict  this  as  a  certainty.  Perhaps 
the  native  Chinese  merchants  may  overstand  their  market^ 
and  the  exports  may  be  checked.  All  we  know  at  present 
is,  that  the  Chinese  have  a  tremendous  silk-crop,  and  are 
holding  out  for  most  extortionate  prices  ;  and  that,  although 
some  houses  hold  their  hands,  there  are  others  who  think  it 
can  all  be  sent  to  Europe  at  a  profit  at  the  prices  deniandedy 
and  are  buying  freely.  In  any  other  country  this  problem 
would  meet  a  certain  solution,  but  in  China  even  this  great 
export  trade  is  as  nothing.  There  is  a  competing  home 
market  of  360,000,000  of  people^  and  almost  every  labourer 
in  the  cities  has  hb  holiday  silk  tunic 
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True,  it  is  small  merit  in  an  Englishman's  eyes  that  this 
port  of  Shanghai  is  so  productive  to  China  that  it  drains  us 
of  our  bullion,  deranges  our  exchanges,  and  embarrasses  our 
commerce.  But  it  is  a  fact,  and  a  very  important  fact.  I 
am  not  now  going  to  investigate  why  this  so  happens.  I 
am  not  in  a  condition  to  speak  authoritatively  yet  of  the 
doings  at  the  Pihsin,  the  Taeping,  and  the  Kau  custom- 
houses, or  to  tell  the  mysteries  of  that  cordon  of  doucmes 
which  is  drawn  round  this  port,  and  prevents  our  goods 
from  penetrating,  with  ftiir  chance  of  competition,  sixty 
miles  into  the  interior.  When  I  have  succeeded,  or  failed, 
in  getting  near  these  places,  and  have  got  all  the  information 
I  can  gather,  I  shall  devote  some  very  lengthy  epistles  to 
the  great  question  of  how  to  work  our  manufactures  into 
China.  At  present  I  have  no  further  purpose  than  to  show 
what  a  commercially  important  place  this  port  of  Shanghai 
is — to  fix  it  in  the  public  mind,  so  that  in  onr  dealings  with 
the  court  of  Pekin  it  may  hold  its  proper  rank. 

Beyond  the  limits  of  the  European  settlement  the  rich 
aUuv^Ed  plain  on  which  Shanghai  stands  extends  for  twenty 
miles  without  a  hillock.  We  most  admire  the  fertility  of 
the  soil  and  the  industry  of  the  people,  but  there  all  our 
gratification  mast  end.  The  roads  are  devious  footpaths, 
and  the  courses  of  traffic  are  dikes  and  drains  falling  rapidly 
to  ruin.  When  the  fierceness  of  the  sun  is  a  little  mode- 
rated,  I  walk  about  these  fenny  tracks  as  they  wind  more 
tortuously  than  the  footways  in  the  marshes  between  "Eaith, 
and  Oreenhithe.  They  aU  tell  of  better  days.  Tfaey  are 
strongly  payed  with  rough  blocks  of  granite  or  of  limeBtone, 
fortunately  too  solid  to  need  repair.  Small  drains  are  crossed 
upon  slabs  of  stone  of  many  tons  weight,  and  wider  water- 
oourses  are  crossed  by  bridges  of  stone  built  to  last  centuries. 
Bat  where  present  or  constant  cave  is  required  we  see  the 
evidences  of  a  decrepit  government  and  an  unsettled  sodety. 
Beeds  and  bamboos  dhoke  the  watercourses;  some  have 
become  dry,  which  were  navigable  five  years  ago.  Here  we 
come  upon  the  site  of  the  Imperialist  camp.  The  canal 
which  formed  its  defence  in  front  is  now  a  swamp.  The 
peasant  still  retains  his  habits  of  industry.    The  land  is 
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parcelled  t)ut  into  little  patches  of  cotton  ;  and  as  the  plant 
must  be  sown  wide,  the  interstices  are  filled  with  beans,  or 
by  some  vegetable  that  will  find  a  market  in  Shanghai. 
The  senses  are  afflicted  by  0})en  pans  of  human  ordure,  care- 
fully preserved  for  manure  ;  and  the  proprietor,  with  a  small 
bucket  fixed  at  the  end  of  a  bamboo,  is  bringing  water  from 
the  ruined  canal  to  irrigate  his  little  cotton-garden.  In  all 
probability  the  government  has  made  the  usual  grant  for 
snstauung  that  canal,  for  routine  is  constant  in  China  as  in 
EDgland ;  but  the  mandarin  has  embezzled  three-fourths  of 
ihe  sum,  and  the  contractor  has  expended  one-half  of  the 
rest  in  bribes,  and  has  pocketed  the  remainder.  Cott(A 
(yellow  and  white)  is  the  general  crop;  but  it  is  Bot 
all  cotton.  There  are  patches  of  maize  and  leguminous 
plants  oi  many  kinds,  but  the  staple  of  this  district  is 
cotton.  At  present  the  plant  is  a  low  woody  plant 
about  a  foot  high,  a  little  Hke  (with  the  exception  of  the 
stools)  those  young  springs  oi  an  oak  coppice  which  form 
siMdi  pleasant  cover  to  shoot  pheasants  in  eariy  in  Ootober. 
In  another  month  the  flowers  will  be  oat^  and  a  fbrtn%lii 
later  the  yellow  pods  of  which  the  nankeen  doth  is  made 
will  ftvm  and  barst,  and  all  the  population  will  tarn  oat  to 
pli&ok  them.  The  old  women  will  sit  nnder  tbe  eaves  of 
their  cottages  cleaning  and  winding,  whieh^  indeed,  is  their 
normal  occupation  all  the  year  through ;  the  able-bodied  part 
of  the  fiunily,  having  cleaned  their  legominous  crop,  wiM 
plough  up  the  ground,  and  either  prepare  it  £or  wheat,  or^  if 
the  situation  is  favourable,  will  bank  up  the  land  and  let  in 
•'  the  water  to  prepare  for  rteei  The  wheat  is  off  the  grouad 
in  May  or  June^  and  the  cotton  is  again  sown. 

Thus  three  crops  annually  are  obtained  from  this  alluvial 
plain. 

0  Vice-Consul  Harvey — docie  scrmonsa  vtriusque  U/igum 
—to  whom  the  manners  and  the  language  of  China  are  even 
as  the  manners  and  the  language  of  Paris  or  of  London,  tell 
me  what  means  that  more  than  usually  pestilential  stench. 
It  seems  to  radiate  from  that  decaying  pepperbox-shaped 
tower,  which,  although  not  twenty  feet  higb|  we  must  by 
the  courtesy  of  China  call  a  pagoda. 
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Undismayed,  the  energetic  vice-consul,  who  sometimes 
acts  as  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend,  and  esqiatiates  with 
me  over  this  maze^  advainoes  tbrongh  a  vapour  so  thick  that 
I  wcmbr  the  Chinese  do  not  cut  it  into  Uoeks  and  use  it 
for  ttanure ;  and  at  a  distance  of  five  yards  from  tke  bwki- 
ing  puffed  hard  at  his  cheroot,  and  iai^— 

"  That  is  the  Baby-tower." 
The  ?"  isid  I,  inquiringly. 

The  Bah^-tower.  Look  through  that  rent  a  the  ttoae* 
work-^wt  too  close,  or  the  stream  of  efflniriNi  may  kill  ywt* 
Ycm  aee  a  momid  of  whisps  of  bamboo  straw;  It  seems  to 
iMrre^  bitt  it  is  enlj  tbe  cvawliiig  of  the  worms.  SometiMS 
a  tiny  leg  or  arm,  or  a  little  flediless  bose,  protrades  from 
tbe  straw.  Tbe  tower  is  not  so  fbll  now  as  I  bsTS  seen  it ; 
ibay  must  bave  cieared  it  out  recently.** 

Is  ibis  a  cemetery  or  a  slaughterbonse  1'*- ' 
The  Chinese  say  it  is  only  a  tomb.  Coffins  are  dear, 
aad  tbe  peasantry  are  poor.  When  a  child  dies^  tbe  paresils 
wrap  it  xonnd  with  bamboo,  throw  it  in  at  that  window,  and 
all  is  done.  When  tbe  tower  is  fiill,  tbe  proper  authorities 
bum  the  heap,  and  spread  the  adies  o?er  die  land." 

There  is  no  inquiry,  no  check.  The  parent  has  power  to 
kill  or  to  save.  Nature  speaks  in  tbe  heart  of  a  Chinese 
mother  as  in  the  breast  of  an  English  matron.  But  want 
and  shame  sometimes  shout  louder  still.  There  is  a  foundling 
hospital  in  the  Chinese  city  with  a  cradle  outside  the  door, 
and  a  •hollow  bamboo  above  it.  Strike  a  blow  upon  the 
bamboo,  and  the  cradle  is  drawn  inside.  If  it  contain  an 
infant,  it  is  taken  and  cared  for,  and  no  questions  asked. 
There  is  also  a  system  of  domestic  slavery  in  China.  At  an 
early  age  a  child  is  wortli  dollars ;  a  father  or  mother  may 
for  money  delegate  their  own  absolute  power — delegate 
without  losing  it — for,  although  the  father  may  have  sold 
bis  son  to  a  stranger,  or  although  a  mother  may  have  sold 
ber  daughter  to  prostitution — and  concubines  in  China  are 
only  thus  to  be  obtained — the  duty  from  child  to  parent 
remains  unimpairefl,  and  is  strictly  performed. 

The  incentives  thus  offered  by  Mammon  and  the  alter- 
native proffered  by  native  charity  may  save  lives  that  would 
otherwise  be  destooyed ;  but  this  Baby-tower  is  a  terrifole 
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institution.  It  stands  there,  close  to  the  walls  of  a  crowded 
city,  an  intrusive  invitation  to  infanticide.* 

I  have  paid  one  hurried  visit  to  the  Chinese  city,  but 
.  must  postpone  any  description  of  it  until  I  have  opportunity 
,  to  see  it  thoroughly,  and  this  will  not  be  for  some  weeks. 
.  Ever  since  ray  arrival  here  I  have  been  trying  to  organize 
;  an  expedition  into  the  interior,  but  every  one  is  afraid  of 
fever  and  ague  and  sunstrokes,  and  talks  of  two  months 
hence,  when  I  hope  to  be  thinking  of  coming  home.  At 
last  I  have  found  a  companion  in  an  ardent  missionary  who 
speaks  the  language  well.     I  have  purchased  a  modest 
Chinese  wardrobe,  and  a  barber  is  deliberating  upon  the 
iabrication  of  a  toupee,  with  a  handsome  tail  attached.  With 
the  aid  of  Chinese  spectacles,  which  are  always  four  inches 
in  diameter,  I  flatter  myself  I  am  80  disguised  that  my  own 

*  It  has  become  raiher  a  faebion  with  modem  writen  oo  Ohiiia  to 
deny  that  the  Chinese  are  addicted  to  infanticide.   I  am  Borry  that  my 

experience  does  not  corroborate  this  view.  I  have  seen  proclamations 
which  deplore  the  frequency  of  the  exposure  of  female  infants,  and 
attempt  to  reason  with  the  parents  by  iiskiug.  If  so  many  female 
children  are  destroyed,  where  will  tbe  next  generalion  obtain  wives! 
At  Kingpo  I  saw  in  the  bousehold  of  Mrs.  McGowan,  the  lady  of 
Dr«  McU^owao,  the  American  medical  missionaryi  a  yoong  girl  wltb 
large  feet  and  a  cheerful  aspect,  doing  duty  as  a  nursery  maid.  This 
girl  had  been  rescued  from  death  by  starvation.  Seeklnjx  more  ui- 
formation  upon  the  subject,  Mrs.  McGowun  told  me  that  although  the 
anthorities  at  Ningpo  were  ashamed  of  the  hoi,  and  had  the  grace  to 
think  it  an  imputation  npon  a  literary  city,  it  was  by  no  means  an 
uncommon  circumstance  to  find  under  the  walls  bodies  of  infants  hah 
devoured  by  dogs.  A  very  shocking  incident  of  this  kind  had  occurred 
a  few  weeks  before.  One  night  the  little  girl  whom  I  have  already 
mentioned,  came  up  to  Mrs.  McGowan  and  told  her  that  she  heard  the 
growling  ol  dogs  and  the  teint  ery  of  a  child  just  outside  the  garden* 
gate.  The  benevolent  lady  immediately  arose,  and  going  forth  with  a 
lantern  and  some  of  the  house  coolies/ Avas  quickly  guided  to  the  spot. 
It  was  a  dreadful  spectacle.  An  infant,  wrapped  in  a  coarse  cloth,  was 
surrounded  by  a  pack  of  pariah  dogs,  who  were  tearing  at  the  cloth 
and  already  gnawing  the  flesh.  The  baby  was  still  aUve.  While  the 
men  beat  off  the  do^s.  Mm.  McGowan  took  the  little  creatnie  in  her 
arms  and  tin  with  it  to  the  house.  It  was  too  late.  The  squalid 
tiny  thing  opened  its  eyes  and  seemed  to  try  to  cling  to  her,  and,  as  she 
imagined,  smiled  upon  her,  and  died.  I  was  so  struck  by  this  anecdote, 
thai  I  asked  and  obtained  permission  of  Mrs.  McGowan  to  repeat  it 
with  theanthentieation  of  her  name. 
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^    housekeeper,  with  ]ier  best  spectacles  on,  would  not  recog- 
nize me. 

I  have  written  a  long  news-letter  without  one  word  of 
news  in  it ;  and  yet  it  would  be  easy  to  write  columns,  for 
one  half  of  the  peoi)le  here  are  reporting  news  irom  the 
interior,  and  the  other  half  are  contradicting  it. 

Peo]>le  say  that  the  rebellion  is  dying  out.  They  expect 
every  day  news  tliat  Chin-Kiang-Foo  is  retaken  by  the 
Imperialists,  and  opiuions  ai*e  strong  that  Nankin  will  not 
long  hold  out. 

This,  if  true,  is  very  important  news  for  us,  for  it  clears 
the  Yang-tse-Kiang  and  the  Imperial  canal,  where  our 
operations  both  for  war  and  commerce  were  most  likely  to 
be  complicated  by  the  presence  of  these  insurgents. 

I  beUevo  the  news  to  be  correct  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
in  a  certain  sense.  If  the  rebellion  be  not  wearing  out,  it  is  . 
shifting.  Chin-Kiang-Foo  and  Nankin  are  consumed.  The 
locust  has  eaten  every  leaf,  and  must  take  another  flight  or 
die.  "  Wait  a  while,  all  will  come  right— ten  years,  per- 
haps,'' has  always  been  the  Chinese  view,  and  they  think 
the  time  is  now  near.  They  have  tested  this  rebellion,  and 
£nd  it  has  no  root.  The  old  Chinese  families  do  not  join  it, 
the  merchants  have  no  confidence  in  it^  no  literati  except 
one  degraded  graduate  has  yet  gone  over ;  therefore  they 
think  it  will  never  be  more  than  an  excuse  for  brigandage^ 
and  that  it  will  always  be  local  and  transitory. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chinese  hereabouts ;  and  as  we 
axe  within  200  miles  ci  the  seat  of  rebel  govemmenti  their 
opinions  deserve  some  attention.  I  questiony  however, 
whether  they  know  much  of  what  is  passing  in  the  south. 

The  B^rni  starts  on  the  9th  with  the  mul  for  England, 
and  a  cargo  of  silk  which  they  say  wUl  give  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Oompauy  £9,000  freight. 

I  hope  to  writp  you  next  from  Ningpo,  which  city  I 
intend  to  reach  by  a  semicircQlar  route  through  the  inland 
parte  of  GhekiaDg. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  XI. 

▲  JOUBNBT  INLAVD. 

Preparations— My  Souchau  Boat — Environs  of  Shana'Vi.'\i— The  Wang- 
poo  River — The  FagoUa — View  from  Uie  Pagoda — MuiiiDgs — Night 
OB  tbe  Wangpoo— A  Ghioese  Phynoiiiii — ^His  Opnufla  of  fiie  Seowi 
— The  Christian  MiMionaries  and  the  Rebela — Up  tho  Wangpoo — 

CmaIb  and  Great  Cities — Kiahing — Keasbin — We  enter  upon  the 
Imperial  Canal — Irrigation-wheels — Fishing  Cormorants — Scenes 
on  the  "Banks  of  the  Imperial  Canal — Imperial  Gsain-junka — 
Difitanl  View  of  Hangchow. 

At  the  dose  of  my  last  despatch,  while  the  authorities  at 
Hongkong  were  resolving  upon  »  formal  blockade  of  the 
riYer^.^  measure  which  was  conyenient  to  the  fleets  and 
wiiieli  l^e  ripened  rice-hanreat  renders  not  Terj*  important 
to  the  Cantonese^*— I  was  about  to  emploj  tlie  interval  of 
Lovd  Elgin*8  absence  in  gathering  a  little  ezperieaee  in  the 
witenor* 

On  the  appointed  day,  Mr.  Edkins,  the  minionaiy,  Dr. 
KAson,  of  Oantonf  and  myself,  started  in  three  Soiubam 
boats,  with  a  fair  flood-tide,  up  the  Wang-poo  river.  Onr 
cljeofe  was  to  reach  Kingpo  through  the  netwoxk  of  internal 
canak,  and  without  crossing  the  bay.  This  is  a  journey 
nev^  yet  made  even  by  the  misaionarieB,  and  Mr.  BdlittB 
regards  it  as  a  pioneering  expedition  preparatory  to  future 
labours. 

Our  first  stage  is  to  Hangchow,  and  thus  far  our  boatmen 
have  covenanted  to  convey  us.  These  Soucliau  boats  are 
somewhat  like  the  larger  gondolas  which  go  outside  into  the 
Adriatic.  The  cabins  are  fitted  up  with  no  little  pretension  : 
mine  had  plate-glass  windows ;  much  carving  and  some 
gilding  had  been  lavished  upon  it.  There  was  a  joss-house, 
with  a  vacant  niche  for  any  idol  I  might  fancy  to  put  there, 
and  two  ecclesiastical  candlesticks,  upon  the  spikes  whereof 
I  might,  if  I  had  pleased^  burn  any  sized  joss-stickB  or  wax 
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candlei;  The  extent  of  tbiii,  my  habitation  for  the  next  six 
days,  was,  however,  not  great — it  was  seven  feet  six  inches 
square.  Nor  was  there  y^rovision  for  effeminate  luxury. 
There  was  a  locker,  within  wliicli  I  might  put  my  most 
important  baggage,  on  which  I  could  spread  my  bamboo 
matting,  and  over  which  I  huug  my  mosquito  curtains  ; 
there  was  a  small  table  and  two  camphor- wood  stools. 
What  more  can  a  man  want  I  There  was  a  box,  with 
**  Fortnum  and  Mason's"  name  u})on  it,  in  one  corner,  a 
modicum  of  sherry  and  Bordeaux,  and  a  dozen  of  soda-water, 
in  another  comer,  and  a  revolver  and  double-barrelled  gim 
handy  to  the  grip.  The  use  of  the  firearms  is,  I  believe, 
solely  this  :  the  boatmen  will  not  go  on  at  night  unless  they 
know  vou  have  them.  The  adroitness  of  the  Chinese  thieves 
will  justify  their  contempt  for  any  barbarian  swell  mobs- 
muL  Mr.  Edkins  not  long  since  found  that  some  one  had, 
dKtmg  his  slumbers,  crept  in  at  the  cabin-window,  taken  his 
keys  oat  of  his  pocket,  opened  his  trunk,  and  abstracted  all 
his  dollar%  leaving  the  trunk  open,  and  nothing  else,  not 
ev<eii  the  proprietor,  disturbed.  But  I  do  not  hear  of  any 
open  piratical  attacks  the  oountxy,  and  you  do  not  want 
firearms  to  drive  away  a  thief  The  first  thing  he  would 
steal  would  probablj  be  the  gun  and  the  revolyer. 

Off  w»  go^  then,  up  this  tdbutaiy  of  the  Yang-tse-Kiang. 
About  lour  miles  an  hour  is  our  pace,  propelled  as  we  are 
hj  one  gigantio  oar,  worked  over  the  stem  hj  three  men, 
eomd  in  the  handle,  and  made  to  perfom  in  the  water  the 
etvohiMon  we  oali  senlling.  We  pass  through  the  European 
shipping,  by  the  floating  bath,  and  into  and  along  moored 
tieni  of  junksy  which  may  almost  Tie  in  numbers  with  the 
shipping  in  our  PooL  Hundreds  of  these  ply  between 
Shanglud  and  Amoy,  bringing  sugar  here  and  taking  cotton 
hack.  A  thousand  others  will  start  this  season  for  Shan-  ! 
tunf7,  and  will  carry  with  them  100,000  pieces  of  our  gray 
shirtings — a  demand  owing, the  merchants  say,  to  exceptional 
causes.  ' 

In  an  hour  we  are  clear  of  the  environs  of  Shanghai,  and 
we  look  to  see  the  river  contract  to  the  proper  decent 
dimensions  of  a  third-rate  stream.  Nothing  of  the  sort. 
Seven  miles  up^  the  Wangpoo  is  still  quite  a  mile  in  width. 
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and  for  the  greennesB  and  flatnesB  of,  its  banks,  and  the 
European  onuine  of  foliage^  we  migbt  be  a  little  below 
Graveaend. 

Resentbg,  perhaps,  my  small  respect  for  him  as  a  tbird- 
dasB  river,  the  Waogpoo  treats  ns  to  a  capful  of  wind  just 
as  the  tide  is  finisbed,  and  the  boatmen  incontinently  run 
into  a  creek,  which  leads  np  to  a  Tillage  possessing  a  high 
pagoda  and  a  Bnddbist  monastery. 

On  our  walk  to  the  village, — quickly  speeding,  for  we  [ 
hope  to  reach  the  pagoda  before  the  sun  has  set, — I  notice 
the  same  lavit;h  expenditure  of  labour  in  paving  the  foot- 
paths and  bridging  the  dikes  with  slabs  of  limestone  or 
granite,  which  struck  me  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shanghai. 
The  pagoda,  from  the  galleries  of  which  nothing  is  visible 
but  the  limitless  fat  plain  and  the  frequent  villages,  is  of 
course  a  thing  comparatively  of  yesterday.  The  Buddhists 
brought  the  form  from  India  not  long  before  the  birth  of 
Christ ;  but  these  products  of  untiring  toil,  these  mounds 
and  dikes,  these  countless  masses  of  enormous  stones  brought 
from  afar — still  more  those  practical,  matter-of-fact,  sabbath- 
less,  business-loving,  pleasure-despising  habits  of  mind,  which, 
under  a  less  corrupt  and  depressing  system  of  rule,  would 
lead  the  preisent  race  of  Chinese  to  sustain  these  \vorks  and 
to  create  others — -that  insensibility  to  play  of  fancy,  yet 
love  of  quaint  conceits  and  forced  antitheses — that  incapacity 
to  feel  grace  and  beauty,  yet  strong  appreciation  of  mere 
geometrical  qrmmetry — that  complete  disconnection  from 
(not  divergence  from)  all  the  modes  of  thought  and  vehidflB 
of  thought,  traditions,  and  saperstitions  of  other  nations — 
these  things  suggest  a  train  of  dreamy  musings,  and  send 
the  mind  wandering  back  to  times  almost  as  old  as  that 
setting  sun.  May  it  not  be  that  we  have  here  a  not  very 
degenerate  specimen  of  a  civilization  that  coTered  the  whole 
earth  before  our  traditions  begin — which  spread  and  flourished 
before  the  Semitic  or  the  Indo-Gkrmanic  race  had  beings  ' 
which  has  left  its  traces  in  India  and  in  England,  in  Mezioe 
and  in  Italy,  in  California  and  in  Greece^  in  Brittany  and  in 
Normandy,  and  in  the  most  remote  isLsmds  of  the  ocean; 
pilers  of  mounds  and  hewers  of  monntidn^  builders  of 
Babels^  whose  might  was  ijuenched  we  know  not  how,  and 
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whose  sparse  descendants  we  can  just  trace  under  the  names 
of  Egyptians,  Pelasgians,  or  Etruscans,  n^ingliug  with  new 
races  and  losing  their  identity. 

We  passed  the  night  upon  the  wide  and  troubled  waters 
of  the  Wangpoo.  With  less  of  meekness  than  befitted  the 
peaceful  character  of  my  companion,  I  insisted  upon  start- 
ing as  soon  as  the  flood-tide  made.  Every  wave  seemed  to 
break  under  the  flat  bottom  of  my  boat,  and  she  rolled  and 
quivered  and  creaked  as  though  she  would  have  quoted 
Mencius  to  rebuke  my  impatience.  But  the  night  was  very 
beautiful.  It  was  so  hot  that  I  lay  outside,  with  my  head 
against  the  broad  junk-like  ])row,  and  even  the  rushing  wind 
brought  no  coolness.  The  round  moon  looked  down  in  all 
her  splendour,  but  did  not  dim  the  light  of  the  big  stars. 
Ever,  as  one  of  our  sister  boats  went  ahead,  the  oar  oscillating 
to  and  fro  at  her  stern  produced  a  sheet  of  })hosphoric 
radiance,  which  neither  moon  nor  stars  could  pale.  Some- 
times we  neared  the  banks,  and  then  the  monotonous  croak 
of  the  frog  was  heard,  and  in  sheltered  places  flights  of  fire- 
flies, like  flakes  of  diamond,  fluttered  up  and  down  among 
the  cotton-plants,  and  then  also  myriads  of  mosquitoes  of 
great  stature  came  o£^  and  sonnded  their  dedarations  of  war 
in  my  ears. 

We  were  not  alone  on  the  Wangpoo.  On  the  contrary, 
there  were  never  less  than  a  hundred  sail  in  sight.  Some 
were  heating  up  and  others  were  coming  down,  the  strong 
monsoon  urging  them  swiftly  against  the  tide.  Sometimes 
collisions  seemed  imminent,  but  a  little  shouting  and  all 
went  clear. 

From  three  o'clock  till  eight  I  slept^  and  awoke  to  find 
myself  moored  againist  the  village  of  Min-Hang.  While  at 
this  village  I  fell  in  with  a  Chinese  physician^  who  had 
escaped  from  Nankin  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
xebela  He  was  the  first  specimen  of  a  Chinese  gentleman 
I  had  seen.  The  villages  in  this  neighbourhood  contain 
many  fugitives  firom  the  rebel  districta  The  Government 
lodges  them  in  the  temples  and  allows  them  thirty  cash 
(about  Sd,)  a  day,  wherewith,  at  the  present  prices,  they 
eannot  buy  even  a  suffidency  of  rice.  Of  course  disme  is 
tcmmm  among  them,  and  this  benevolent  old  gentleman 
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devotes  liiaiself  to  their  care.  He  came  on  board  my  boat, 
and  we  had  a  long  chat.  He  insists  that  the  key  of  the 
Yang-tse-Kiang,  Chiu-Kiang,  has  been  recovered  by  the 
Imperialists ;  for  his  friends  at  Souchau  have  written  to 
him  to  say  so.  I  doubt  this,  however  ;  for  if  this  decisive 
event  liad  happened,  the  Government  would  oertainlj  have 
announced  it  at  Shanghai. 

His  view  is  that  the  rebellion  is  dying  out.  He  says 
the  locusts  have  destroyed  it,  having  especially  come  upon 
those  provinces  where  the  rebels  hold  their  sway.  He  does 
not  rest  his  expectation  u[)on  the  Imperial  armies,  for  he 
says  the  rebels  are  robbers  and  murderers,  accustomed  to 
every  artifice,  and  adepts  in  all  villauy.  All  the  loyal 
people  can  do  is  to  hem  the  conflagration  round  and  wait 
till  it  bums  out. 

These  are  the  opinions  of  a  veil  informed  Chinese 
gentleman,  who  has  seen  much  more  of  these  rebels  than 
the  Europeans  who  hate  written  upon  the  subject.  About 
forty-eight  hours  is  the  longest  period  thai  any  European 
bas  been  among  them,  and  they  have  never  invited  any 
closer  intercourse.  Mr.  Edkins  interpreted  for  me  these 
sayings  of  my  Chinese  acquaintance  with  no  great  satisfac- 
tion. The  missionaries  still  bang  their  hope  upon  this  rebel 
cause.  Tbe  &cts  are  nnpromisin^  but  still  tbey  hope. 
DeirastatioA  and  bloodshed  track  tbe  oonrse  of  these  m« 
surgents  wbereyer  they  go,  but  these  are  only  neoesssxy 
inddents  of  civil  war.  The  min  of  those  pablic  works 
which  are  to  China  what  their  dams  are  to  the  Ihitchy  mtxk 
where  these  rebels  are,  and  where  th^have  been.  StOl 
more  widely-extended  ruin  follows  upon  the  exhanution  of 
the  Imperial  txeasury.   The  two  great  xiyen^  no  longer 
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to  decay,  are  alt^nng  theur  comses  and  derastatiag  tracts  as 
large  as  European  kmgdoms.   Perhaps  a  man  whose  ftrvid 

religious  zeal  is  akin  to  that  which  animated  Joshua  or 
Gideon,  may  see  in  all  this  but  the  will  of  God  working  to 
a  great  end  :  but  the  religious  facts  are  not  encouraging. 
The  nominal  head  of  the  movement,  claimed  as  a  missionary 

convert,  has  soxight  iio  cooiuiuuication  with  any  Christian 
teacher.     He  boabU  himself  the  sovereign  of  the  whole 
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earbli,  calls  himself  the  younger  brother  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  claims  to  have  coDstant  personal  intercourse  with  the 
Almighty.  His  second  in  command,  the  king  of  the 
East,  blasphemously  styled  liiuiself  the  Holy  Ghost ;  but  he 
has  been  slain  in  internecine  conilict,  and  the  great  leader, 
or  his  counsellors,  proved  their  vigour  and  their  Christian 
humanity  by  butcheruig  two  thousand  of  his  adherents  in 
cold  blood. 

This  does  not  look  like  a  hopeful  result  of  a  missionary 
conversion,  nor  does  it  give  much  promise  of  temporal 
success  to  the  insurrectionary  movement.  But  then  these 
reformers  put  to  death  the  "  idolaters,"  whether  they  call 
themselves  the  priests  of  Buddha  or  the  missionaries  of  the 
Pope  ;  they  forbid  opiam-smoking  under  pain  of  death,  and 
tobacco-smoking  under  pain  of  blows ;  they  a|)pear  to  have 
read,  although  thej  baye  misinterpreted,  the  mend,  books 
which  the  missionazies  <Ustribute.  Amid  the  ouipoarings 
of  blood,  in  famine  and  pestilence^  in  the  wreck  of  all  the 
physical  good  which  antiquity  has  wrought,  our  missionaries 
tbuik  thej  see  a  hope  fi>r  the  religion  of  the  Bible.  We 
amflt  not  expect  from  men  whose  zeal  sends  them  forth 
among  the  h^bthen  a  sober  and  chastened  £uth  ;  but,  with 
ail  aUowanoe  for  their  strongly  militant  poaitiony  it  is  bard 
to  understand  how  ao  £unt  anid  indefimte  a  hope  can  blind 
their  etfes  and  deafen  their  ears  to  the  material  woes  wMdh 
this  r^llidm  has  pvodBced.  Yet  we  have  men  bece  who 
have  gone  «mosg  tbem  in  the  same  Bfmt  as  Samuel  went  to 
Sao],  and  who  baye  produced  soaodal  even  among  tbeir'owa 
body,  by  urging  tbeae  ruffiana  to  go  forth  and  km. 

Mr,  Edkins  is  a  man  of  yery  Sfiermt  spirit  to  iuck  aa 
theaa.  Upon  the  testiamy  of  the  linguists  of  Facia  and  of  the 
Ghviese  bere^  I  knowbim  to  be  one  S  the  greatest  of  Chineao 
acbolan^  and  from  mj  own  interoouxae  with  bim  I  can  mj 
that  be  ia  feirlj  read  in  tbe  seieneefl^  and  well  aoquainted 
with  Western  literature.  He  has  undertaken  tbe  taak  of 
showing  the  Chinese  that  we  have  a  literature,  and  thus 
disabusing  them  of  that  contempt  which  extends  itself  to 
our  faith.  His  American  coadjutor,  Dr.  McGowan,  under- 
takes to  instruct  tiieir  graduates  in  the  mysteries  of  the 
^leutiic  tele^raphj  and  their  pilots  in  tlie  ii^w  of  storms. 
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Missioiiaiy  labours  tbua  directed  mnst  result  in  good.  Your 
medical  miairiouaries^  such  as  Br.  Lockhart  and  Dr.  Parker, 
command  the  gratitude  and  goodwill  of  the  people.  Men 
of  learning  like  Mr.  Edkins  and  Dr.  McGowan  gradually 
compel  the  respect  of  the  literati.  Tliese  men  are  plough- 
ing a  soil  in  expectation  of  a  seed-time  which  is  not  yet. 
To  the  n^issionary  societies  of  England  and  America  I 
would  say,  Jlcc  iibi  eriint  artcs, — ignorant  declaimers  in  bad 
Chinese  have  no  success  in  China.  Their  preaching  is 
foolishness  in  more  than  tlie  Apostolic  sense  ;  but  this 
practical  and  conceited  people  only  jeer  and  blas])heme. 

Yet  I  have  found  even  the  higher  class  of  missionaries 
hoping  against  hope  that  the  rebels  may  succeed,  and  that 
they  may  turn  out  to  be  Christians.  I  liave  objected  to 
them  the  material  miseries  the  insnricction  has  caused  ; 
they  have  quoted  against  me  Mr.  Cousin's  defence  of  war, 
whicli  is  no  other  than  that  war  is  in  itself  a  good,  and  that 
the  abridgment  of  longevity  is  not  necessarily  an  evil. 
When  I  reply  that  this  is  all  that  could  be  said  by  an  infidel 
philosopher  against  a  certain  article  in  the  Decalogue,  they 
have  replied  that,  notwithstanding  this  commandment,  the 
Israelites  were  enjoined  to  exterminate  the  Canaanites.  I 
reply  that  to  establish  an  analogy  between  the  cases,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  admit  Taeping-wang*s  pretensions  to  direct 
personal  intercourse  with  God  the  Father.  No  missionaiy 
is  prepared  for  this  admiaaiony  and  our  argument  closes. 
With  these  men  it  is  a  hope  and  a  sympathy  which  they 
cannot  but  feel  and  cannot  justify.  With  some  others  it  is 
a  truculent  spirit  of  partisanship^  embittered  not  a  little  by 
envy  and  hatred  of  tiie  merchants. 

I  know  no  more  of  the  rebels  than  others  who  write 
about  ihem  do ;  that  is,  I  know  very  little  indeed ;  but 
having  talked  the  matter  ovor  daily  and  in  all  sodeties  for 
the  last  two  months^  I  know  pretty  well  what  the  views  of 
the  officials,  merchants^  and  missionaries  are  upon  Uie 
su^ect 

Meanwhile,  my  Chinese  guest  is  sipping  his  tea,  looking- 
through  my  opera-glass,  and  condoling  with  me  upon  my 
sad  condition  in  not  being  able  to  understand  Chinese.  I 
hope  I  omitted  no  point  of  ceremonial  with  him.   When  he 
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begged  to  present  me  his  spectacles^  which  I  had  a£focted  to 
admire,  and  pressed  them  upon  me  with  as  much  earnestness 
and  sincerity  as  a  Downing-street  secretary  assures  jou  he 
is  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant^  I  declined  the  gift 
according  to  Chinese  forms;  but  I  confess  I  could  not  prevail 
upon  myself  to  ofier  him  my  opera-glass.  Human  niiure  is 
weak,  and  the  China  gentleman's  admiration  was  evidently 
very  stroug.    We  parted  with  a  hundred  chin-chins. 

IJp  the  flood-tide  of  tlio  Wangpoo.  Dr.  Dickson's  boat 
separated  from  us  last  night,  and  is  not  come  np.  The 
boatmen  talk  of  perils  from  pirates  or  foimdenng  in  the 
storm.  We  wait  and  send  back  runners,  and,  learning  no 
tidings,  conclude  he  has  returned  to  IShanghai.  Two  large 
navigable  tributaries  fall  in,  but  the  river  above  is  not  much 
decreased  in  width.  After  some  hours'  further  voyage  the 
Wangpoo  loses  its  name  and  form.  It  divides  into  two 
equal  channels,  one  of  which  descends  from  the  right,  and 
comes  down  from  a  string  of  lakes  that  extends  to  Soucliau  ; 
the  other  is  our  way.  Tributaries  and  canals  now  come 
quickly  in,  showing  how  wonderfully  ramified  is  the  internal 
water-communication  of  this  land.  Of  course  the  volume 
of  the  stream  contracts  as  we  ascend.  At  night  tlie  action 
of  the  tide  is  but  faintly  felt,  and  we  anchor  in  a  channel 
about  fifty  yards  wide.  In  the  moonlight  Dr.  Dickson's 
boat  comes  up  with  a  tale  of  adventmrau  The  next  day  was 
a  day  of  canals  and  great  cities. 

I  have  a  Ningpo  servant,  hired  for  this  trip ;  for  when, 
vpon  arriving  at  Shanghai^  I  found  Mr.  A'Lin  trying  to 
communicate  with  his  countrymen  by  means  of  Canton 
English,  it  was  plain  that  he  would  not  be  of  much  use  to 
me  in  difficulties  up  the  country.  I  had  no  idea  that  these 
provincials  were  so  entirely  incomprehensible  to  each  other. 
The  voice  of  A'Yu  awoke  me  to  a  sense  that  I  was  a  public 
character.  We  were  moored  in  the  suburb  of  the  city  of 
Kiahin^  and.every  baige  in  the  neighbourhood  was  crowded 
by  spectators  contemplating  the  sleeping  and,  doubtlessy 
snoring  barbarian.  The  excitement  was  very  great  when 
the  outer  foreigner  threw  aside  his  mosquito  curtains  and 
appeared  in  loose  jacket  and  sleeping  trousers;  but  it  reached 
its  highest  point  when  he  took  «  header  into  the  canaL 
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Tlie  best  part  of  the  entertainment,  however,  seemed  to  be 
when  the  barbarian,  Lis  swim  being  accomplished,  had  to 
climb  lip  the  rope  into  the  boat,  with  his  dripping  pajamas, 
and  pull  all  his  curtains  about  hiin.  The  water  is  quite 
clean,  and  the  Chinese  throw  nothing  away.  We  have  now 
got  into  districts  where  the  people  very  rarely  see  foreigners, 
and  their  surprise  and  astonishment  are  as  great  as  if  they 
hat]  never  even  seen  one  before.  I  confess  T  think  this 
perpetual  mobbing  insufferable.  My  Chinese  dissfuise  does 
very  well  to  go  through  a  city  in  a  chair,  but  it  will  not  do 
to  walk  about  witb.  The  first  dog  I  meet  resents  the 
imposture  and  draws  upon  me  the  criticism  and  curiosity  cC 
tlie  multitude.  A  Chinese  bonrgeois  wears  no  hat.  He  is 
the  only  human  creature  who  shaves  his  bead  and  defies  the 
blazing  sun.  Five  minntes  of  this  would  infallibly  produce 
brain  ferer  in  a  European ;  so  we  are  obliged  to  use  either 
the  straw  hat  of  the  Chinese  pessant  or  the  jath  hat  of  the 
Hong^cong  merchant.  Yon  must,  however,  wesr  GfaiBese 
clothes ;  jaa  could  not  more  a  step  through  these  cities  m 
European  clothes — ^they  would  excite  a  frenzy  of  curiostfy. 
I  saw  much  more  of  the  city  of  Kiahing  by  water  than  I 
did  by  land ;  but  these  cities  of  the  ddta  are  like  Yenioe  or 
Amsterdam,  it  is  only  from  their  canals  that  you  csn  see 
them. 

Although  but  a  third-dass  city,  we  were  at  least  an  hoiEr 

passing  through  Kiahing.  There  are  Tast  stores  of  that 
thick  pottery-ware  used  at  Shanghai  for  baths  and  coarser 
utensils,  much  of  it  well  ornamented.  There  are  large 
carpenters'  shops  containing  the  simple  silk-winding  machine 
of  the  Chinese,  in  every  stage  of  completion.  We  are  now 
far  advanced  into  the  silk  district.  There  is  a  large  esta- 
blishment for  crushing  seeds  and  making  oil.  We  land  to 
inspect  it,  and  the  proprietor  is  polite  and  explanatory. 
There  are  tea-shops  overhanging  the  water,  and  the  cus- 
tomers, naked  to  the  waist,  are  lounging  and  smoking,  and 
sipping  from  their  little  cups  a  weak  infusion  without  milk 
or  sugar.  Then  there  a  lireak  in  the  continuity  of  habita- 
tions— a  rick  of  rice-straw  and  a  grove  of  mulberry-trees ; 
not  large  round-topped  trees  such  as  we  see  in  France  and 
Italy,  bat  trees  fne  to  grow  as  nature  plsases,  and  bearing 
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their  leaves  down  to  the  bottom  of  tlieir  stems.  Of  the 
millions  of  mulberiy-trees  I  have  seen  in  this  part,  every  one 
has  a  good  healthy  foliage,  and  not  one  has  been  stripped  in 
the  maaner  I  have  somewhere  seen  described.  Passing  this 
agricultural  interval,  we  again  iramerge  into  the  city.  AVe 
seem  now  to  be  in  a  district  of  mereTy  domestic  dwellings. 
The  enormous  signboards  covered  with  gigantic  Chinese 
characters  are  less  frequent.  There  is  a  fiit  Chinawoman 
and  her  pretty  little  round,  plump  daughter  hanging  out 
clothes  in  a  very  small  number  of  square  inches  of  drying- 
ground  under  the  eaves  of  their  cottage.  In  another  build- 
ing there  is  a  solitary  damsel  employed  upon  her  embroidery ; 
and  in  aaotiier  a  palm-leaf  fan  is  being  used  to  drive  tlM 
moaqoitoeB  out  of  the  curtains.  The  little  domesticities  of 
life  are  going  on  while  the  men  are  at  bnsinesEL  Throughout 
the  whole  extent  ot  Kiahing,  and  of  every  other  city  in  this 
neighboorhoody  thm  are  well-finished  quays  of  faced  granite^ 
having  at  every  twenty  yards  broad  stone  stairs  down  int^ 
the  water ;  upon  these  the  long-tailed  race»  both  mem  and 
children,  rtand  and  fish.  Some  of  the  stores  are  very  ex- 
tensive, mn  a  long  way  back,  and  are  divided  from  their 
neighbours  by  thick  and  high  party-walls  .;  but  the  houses 
are  all  built  to  the  same  pi^m-— a  garret  above  a  shop, 
a  slanting  roof  of  iilea^  and  projeoting  eaves  over  botii 
the  shop  and  the  ganret.  This  is  the  unvarying  £»ibl 
Signboards  with  immense  eharacters,  the  presence  or 
abeenoe  of  flowerpots  and  casements^  and  the  various  oha- 
lacteis  of  the  commodities  for  sale^  constitute  the  only 
diffiueeaee.  We  entered  Soahing  through  an  archway  in 
the  wall,  and  quitted  it  through  a  similar  aperture.  There 
ia  no  diteenee  between  the  city  and  the  suburb,  ezo^t 
tiuit  inade  the  walls  the  oanab  are  narrower. 

Agamwe  wm  in  the  country,  among  the  mulberry-trees 
and  the  rice-fields,  the  patches  of  tobacco,  the  sepulehnd 
mounds,  with  their  waving  banners  of  high  reeds,  the 
gourds  trellised  on  bamboo  framework,  and  the  agricultural 
population  all  at  work — men  and  women,  with  equal  energy, 
treading  at  their  irrigation-wheels.  Here  is  the  secret  of 
the  fertility  of  this  great  delta.  Every  hundred  yards  a 
little  family  treadwheel,  with  its  line  of  tiny  budLets,  is 
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erected  over  the  canal,  and  the  water  is  thrown  up  to  refresh 
the  mulbeny-trees  or  mature  the  rice.  When  the  Arabs 
learn  to  labour  like  this,  the  plain  of  the  Metidja  may 
become  as  productive  as  this  delta  of  the  two  rivers.  We 
must  have  passed  10,000  people  to-daj  engaged  in  this 
irrigation  process. 

Towards  evening  we  arrived  at  the  first-class  city  of 
Keashin,  where  I  found  myself  surrounded  by  all  the  scum 
of  the  city.  They  were  never  hostile,  but  they  stoop  and 
poke  out  their  heads  and  stare  itbeir  very  hardest  at  you 
in  a  close  circle.  They  gently  lay  hold  on  your,  hand  to 
examine  your  ring ;  they  beg  to  be  allowed  to  remove  your 
spectacles,  and  make  the  most  impertinent  remarks  upon 
the  oolour  of  your  eyes.  Mine  are  of  the  most  ridienloas 
and  unnatural  of  all  colours — ^blue ;  and  they  are  such  a 
curiosity  that  a  crowd  of  Chinamen  will  stare  at  them  for 
half  an  hour  without  winking,  but  oecasionally  laughing 
heartily  to  each  other.  My  chief  persecutor  at  Keashin  was 
a  fellow  who  squinted  horribly.  I  thought  myself  justified 
in  pointing  out  this  £BUSt  to  the  crowd,  and  thus  got  rid  of 
him ;  for  there  was  a  roar  of  laughter,  amid  which  he  slunk 
awaj. 

All  this  is  mere  coriodty :  there  is  no  feeling  of  hostilitj 
to  8tranger&  If  a  mandann  were  officially  informed  of  our 
presence,  we  should  probably  be  arrested  and  sent  bade ;  the 
£ust  that  no  one  cares  to  do  so^  shows  that  the  people  feiel  no 
displeasure  at  our  presence. 

After  a  little  intercourse  this  would  all  cease,  but  at 
present  it  is  an  insufferable  affliction.  I  am  not  fastidious ; 
but  a  hundred  Chinamen  crowding  round  and  pushing  one 
another  dose  upon  you,  is  not  a  pleasant  position.  Tou 
must  add,  moreoTer,  that  the  thennometer  is  standing  at  100, 
that  these  fellows  are  all  naked  to  the  waist,  and  that  the 
Chinese  are  not  only  a  'cute  race,  but  also  eminently  a 
cutaneous  people, 

Keashin  is  but  a  larger  KiaLing.  All  these  cities  on  the 
plain  are  just  alike.  At  Keashin,  however,  we  leave  that 
network  of  canals  which,  although  over  fifty  yards  broad, 
are  now  narrowed  to  a  channel  by  light  bamboo  i)artitions 
on  each  side.  The  inclosed  sidewater  is  hired  and  cultivated 
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OS  gardens  for  ling,  a  water-loving  root  whicli  the  English  call 
"  buflalo-liead,"  and  which  the  Chinese  much  afifect.  Worse, 
however,  than  the  ling-gardens,  the  huge  hulks  of  the 
Imperial  grain-junks  encumber  tliese  small  canals.  Since 
the  rebels  have  been  established  at  Nankin,  the  inland  com- 
munication has  been  stopped,  and  the  food  of  Pekin  goes 
round  by  sea*  Many  hundrecb^  therefore^  of  these  junks 
liave  become  useless.  They  are  rotting  in  all  directions, 
filling  up  the  channels-^— some  above  water,  some  below,  all 
of  them  in  decay.  They  must  not  be  broken  up,  or  sold,  or 
Inimt — they  are  Imperial  property.  At  Keashin  we  enter 
upon  the  Imperial  canal.  Between  the  carefully  piled  banks 
of  this  noble  river,  for  it  is  as  wide  as  the  Thames  at  Kew, 
we  journey  for  three  days,  passing  and  sometimes  tanying 
at  Tillages  and  towns  and  dtieSi  It  is  the  coontry,  now* 
over^  which  is  most  interesting. 

"  God  made  the  country,  and  man  made  the  town," 

may  be  trae  in  England,  bat  here  man  has  as  mnch  to  do  in 
mAidng  the  country  as  in  making  the  dty. 

There  is  no  lack  of  objects  as  we  pass  np^  towed  by  these 
hardy  boatmen.  The  irrigation-wheels  are  constantly  going ; 
men  and  women  working  under  their  awning  of  mats.  The 
junks  and  boats  are  never  ceasing.  Who  shall  number  the 
vehicles  for  water-carriage  which  China  possesses  1  The 
£slierman  with  his  flock  of  lishing  cormorants  perched  ou 
his  punt  or  swimming  after  him,  is  passing  up  under  the 
bank ;  and  I  notice  tliat  if  a  cormoraut  gets  a  large  fish 
which  he  cannot  swallow,  he  takes  it  to  the  puufc  and  re- 
ceives something  which  his  master  pushes  into  his  mouth  in 
return  for  it ;  but  if  it  be  an  eel  or  small  fish  he  tries  to 
escape  with  it  and  swallow  it,  and  if  he  is  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  fisherman's  crook,  he  generally  does  so.  Near  the 
towns  the  banks  are  lined  at  intervals  of  a  few  hundred 
yards  with  triumphal  monuments  in  stone.  These  monuments 
are  of  one  type,  but  not  always  of  one  pattern — two  upright 
square  pillars,  two  or  three  horizontal  bars  bearing  inscrip- 
tions, and  a  pediment  on  the  top  like  a  section  of  the  roof  of 
a  Chinese  temple.  They  have  erected  six  of  these  at  Canton 
to  celebrate  the  expulsion  of  the  English.   Jiere  they  com* 
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memorate  the  virtues  of  some  defunct  matron.  There  arc 
graves  also.  Sometimes  these  are  mounds,  sometimes  coffins 
placed  upon  the  earth,  and  sometimes  coffins  cased  over  with 
dry  brickwork.  Oocafiionally  a  beggar  has  made  Mb  home 
in  tke  coffin,  and  comes  forth  from  it  to  beg. 

The  only  Chinese  objects  which,  to  the  eye  of  Western 
taste,  are  really  beautiful,  are  the  bridges  that  cross  tiieir 
canals  at  frequent  intervals.  The  willow-pattern  plate,  m 
&ithful  in  other  mattersy  does  not  do  them  justice.  Oeca- 
monally  they  eoasiBt  of  three  atches*  but  generally  of  only  aati 
In  tke  kktter  case^  solid  masonxy  of  care&lly  faced  granite  or 
iimeBtone  advances  into  tke  water  from  eitker  side^  In 
the  centre  springs  a  light  and  graceM  arck^  more  than  a 
aemieirdie^  quite  half  an  oral ;  it  i^ruigs  Ibrty  feet  ki^  ssaA 
ike  crown  of  tke  arck  kas  not  two  feet  of  snpentroetut* 
resting  upon  it.  Tkere  is  no  keystone,  bnt  tke  tkin  coping 
stones  are  cnt  in  tke  proper  carve.  Tke  bridge  itself  is  a 
terrace  mounted  by  steps  on  eitker  side  at  an  angle  of  forty- 
five  degrees.  Tke  effect  is  very  graced  and  airy ;  andas 
no  wkeeled  carriages  are  used  in  Ckina  (except  wked* 
kaxTOWs),  tkey  answer  all  prsctioal  purposes^  A  sonssAcn 
ike  Imperial  canal,  witii  tke  monuments  Qn  tke  bank%  • 
▼ista  of  ikese  bridges,  and  tke  raooatains  cf  Ngankwnl  in 
tke  fistr  distance,  is  a  sight  I  shall  Dmiember  when  I  kek 
again  upon  Claudes  and  Turners. 

We  are  thankful  that  at  last  there  are  mountains  in  view ; 
ibr  thLs  perpetual  level,  fat  and  fertile  as  it  i£f,  grows 
depressing. 

It  is  our  fifth  day,  and  we  are  expecting  to  reacli  llang- 
chow,  where  all  our  dUliculties  of  transit  must  be  expectecL 

While  writing  I  have  passed  along  five  miles  of  rural 
district  with  banks  all  built  up,  like  a  Parisian  quay,  of 
wrought  granite,  and  the  towing-path  carried  over  stone 
bridges  which  cross  the  frequent  branches  of  this  immense 
artifical  navigation.  I  despair  of  conveying  the  idea  of 
cyclopeau  work,  enormous  traffic,  patient  industry,  vast 
natural  fertility,  individual  content,  and  peaceful  prosperity 
with  which  this  journey  impresses  me.  The  pagodas  are  in 
ruins,  and  where  the  quays  have  fallen  tliere  is  no  hand  to 
repair  them.  The  Imperial  grain-junks  are  rottiog,  and  tke 
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few  forts  are  in  decay.  But  these  evidences  of  de  crepitude 
in  the  rulers  have  not  yet  operated  to  affect  tlie  j^rsonal 
happiness  which  springs  from  fertile  huids  and  industrious 
husbandmen. 

At  the  end  of  one  of  the  long  straight  lines  of  this  high« 
way  we  discern  at  last  a  far-extending  mass  of  houses,  whose 
widls  exult  in  bright  whitewash,  and  whose  roo&  are  all  of 
old  gray  tiles.  These  houses  seem  to  extend  far  back  and 
to  overspread  the  plain  that  intervenes  "between  the  bank 
of  the  eanal  and  the  highlands  that  form  the  background  of 
our  present  view. 

This,  seen  through  a  mob  of  junks,  moving  and  still,  is 
HsBgebow  as  it  appean .  ftom  the  Imperial  canal  All 
things  indicate  the  capital  of  a  great  province.  Our  old 
friends,  the  Imperial  grain-jiinks,  have  been  rotting  in 
hundreds  for  the  last  ten  miles  ;  tbe  canal  has  been  of 
extending  width,  mandarin  passage-boats,  towed  by  strings 
of  coolies,  have  gone  by,  sounding  their  gongs  and  flaunting 
their  banners,  while  the  mandarin  looked  out  from  his  seat 
of  honour,  and  from  behind  his  tan  eagerly  eyed  the 
strangere.  The  commercial  navy  of  China  (^pur  sang — no 
schooners  or  lorchas)  was  taking  in  paper,  tea,  rice,  oil, 
bamboo  basket-work,  and  a  thousand  other  articles  of 
produce.  They  are  loading  the  tea  here  in  its  natural  state, 
in  chests  protected  by  matting.  It  is  all  for  Shanghai  and 
the  export  market ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  all  of  that  high- 
dried  kind  which  will  pass  the  sea.  I  counted,  eighteen 
junks,  of  about  200  tons  each,  lyix^  together  ready-laden 
with  this  European  necessity. 
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CHAPTEJR  XIL 

HANGCHOW  AND  ITS  SUBURBS. 

The  "Ta  Kwan,"  or  "  Great  Custom  House  "—Difficulty  of  Entering 
Hangchow  — The  Sehoo  Lake  — Buddhist  Temples  — The  "Yun 
Lin  "—The  Philosophy  of  the  Buddhists—The  Teu  Gods  of  Hell 
—The  "  Do-Nothings'"— The  Taoista— The  Confucians— Apathy  of 
the  Cbiiieie  in  Religions  Matters — ^Entry  into  Hangefaow<— Interior 
of  the  City — Jonmey  Onwards— Arrival  Niogpo— BefleotioBS 
npon  this  Jonmey. 

SuBUBBS  OF  HAiraoBow;  Avgmt  11. 
The  irrigation-vbeel  lias  now  entirely  given  way  to  tkft 
whar£  The  banks  on  either  side  arc  as  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  when  the  river  reaches  the  city's  eastern  suburb. 
High  above  roofs  and  masts  rise  two  lofty  poles,  whose  cross  * 
bars  show  them  to  be  ensigns  of  official  authority.  They  stand 
before  a  large  public  editice.  In  China  all  public  edifices 
arc  of  the  same  ])attern ;  joss-houses  and  palaces  and  public 
offices  might  and  very  frequently  do  interchange  their  pur- 
poses without  much  alteration.  The  building  before  us  has 
the  usual  double  tier  of  shelving  roofs  with  upturned  corners, 
as  though  the  original  designer  of  this  style  had  taken  the 
prows  of  four  Greek  galleys  and  put  them  together,  with 
their  rostra  facing  to  the  four  cardinal  points.  It  also  has 
a  very  extensive  gallery,  which  comes  out  on  piles  into  the 
canal,  and  is  roofed  and  ornaineiitcd  in  proper  official  style, 
and  crowded  with  Chinese  officials.  This  building  is  the 
celebrated  "  Psiu  Kwan,"  or  "  Ta  Kwan," — the  "  new"  or 
the  "  great"  Custom-house.  This  is  the  foe  of  Manchester 
and  Leeds,  and  Nottingham  and  Sheffield.  This  is  the  first 
lock  in  the  ascending  water-way.  Here  British  calicoes  get 
their  first  lift,  to  be  still  further  lifted  at  very  short  stages. 
There  is  no  escape.  Here  the  Imperial  canal  ends.  There 
are  small  feeders  which  come  down  from  places  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  here  the  navigation  ceases.  There  is  a 
magnificent  navigable  riyer  which  rolls  on  the  other  side  of 
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the  city,  but  with  this  the  Imperial  canal  has  no  connection. 
Such  is  tlie  Imperial  policy.  Here  at  Hangchow  everything 
must  be  trans-shipped. 

"We  pulled  up  at  the  custom-house,  and  I  prepared  for  the 
rigorous  search  whicli  must  take  place.  I  was  determined 
to  solve  this  mystery  of  the  differential  duties.  I  had  a 
piece  of  printed  calico  and  a  packet  of  clasp-knives,  and  also 
some  of  my  Chinese  clothing,  not  yet  worn,  on  the  table 
before  me.  I  was  fully  resolved  to  have  a  considerable  dis- 
cussion over  the  payment  for  these  things. 

After  a  few  moments,  a  man,  something  between  the 
coolie  and  comprador  class,  and  without  even  the  small 
pyramidal  official  straw-hat,  put  his  head  into  the  boat  and 
said,  as  plain  as  nnintelh'gible  words  and  significant  gesture 
could  speak,  "  That  will  do — go  on." 

«  But  tell  him,"  roared  I  to  A'yii^  "  that  I  bare  duties  to 
pay. 

"  He  talkee  all  right." 
Tell  him  these  boxes  are  all  fall  of  salt,  and  the  boat  is 
fill!  of  contraband  goods." 

'*  He  talkee  ma^ee." 

"  Tell  him  we  haven't  paid  the  boat  toll** 
He  talkee  bazdboo  boatee  men.** 

At  this  hint  we  were  at  once  propelled  from  the  shore^ 
and  I  was  left  with  my  British  produce  to  mourn  over  the 
fidlibility  of  the  best-laid  schemes.  It  was  quite  evident 
now  that  the  offidals  were  determined  to  ignore  our  presence. 
I  knew  there  was  a  toU  that  would  amount  to  nearly  a 
dollar  each  on  our  boats ;  they  refused^  however,  to  take  it 
from  us.  They  allow  us  now  to  pass  the  custom-house 
unquestioned.  They  are  clearly  treating  the  three  En^isli- 
men  as  Dogberry  thought  it  best  to  treat  rc^es.  Now  I 
began  to  make  frantic  inquiries  from  Chinamen  about  the 
matter  I  had  intended  to  settle  for  myself.  I  am  told  that 
at  this  "  Ta  Kwau"  thev  take  15  cash,  or  about  three- 
half])ence,  fur  a  piece  of  China  clutli,  and  400  cash,  or  3«., 
for  English.  A  Chinaman  will  always  give  you  an  answer, 
and  it  will  generally  be  the  first  j)hrase  that  comes  into  his 
head.  I  paid  little  attention  to  this  assertion,  and  should 
not  have  repeated  it,  but  that  it  seema  to  accord  with  my 
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subfiequent  experience.  Sbanghai  is  fbll  d  English  goods ; 
at  Keahing  and  Keashiin  I  saw  some  English  domestics  ;^ 
but  after  we  had  passed  the  "  Ta  Kwan,"  I  never  saw  any- 
thing English  exhibited  for  sale,  except  Englisli  sewing 
cotton,  which  bad  penetrated  even  to  tlie  primitive  city  of 
Peh  Kwan.  It  mav  be  that  tlie  duties  on  English  sfoods 
are  as  heavy  as  my  Ciiincsc  informant  says,  but  I  must  admit 
that  I  do  not  think  the  testimony  worth  much."* 

We  now  held  a  council.  Shall  we  try  to  invade  the  city 
or  not  1  Ilungchow  is,  next  to  Pekin,  the  most  zealously- 
guarded  city  in  the  empire.  "  There  is  Heaven  above,  but 
there  are  Hangchow  and  Soochoo  on  earth,"  say  the  Chinese 
poets.  It  was  for  no  short  time  the  Imperial  capital.  It 
has  always  been  essentially  Chinese.  Annals  of  martyrdoms 
tell  still  of  the  massacre  of  800  Christians  at  Hangchow. 
During  tlie  last  war  many  of  our  kidnapped  sailors  were  sent 
here  as  to  a  ])lace  of  security,  and  butchered  after  a  mock 
trial.  Several  Europeans  have  said  they  have  been  into  the 
toAjy  but  they  have  given  no  more  description  of  the  place 
than  if  they  had  not  been  there.  Thej  probably  passed 
through  in  well-closed  chairs.  Even  this  cannot  bo  easily 
done.  The  last  attempt  made  was  by  Mr.  Edkins,  and  it 
reaulted  in  his  being  taken  into  custody  and  sent  baek  under  « 
an  escort  on  his  road  to  ShanghaL 

On  tbe  whole,  it  was  thought  wiser  to  go  on  at  once  to 
tke  famous  lake  with  its  gardens  of  ling,  its  fairy  tea-houses^ 
its.  mighty  Buddhist  temples»  its  Imperial  palace,  and  its 
pagoda^crovned  surrounduig  mountains.  On  one  side  it 
-WMbes  the  city  walls»  so  wo  shall  not  be  &r  awaj.  It  is 
tiM  glovy  of  Hangdiov  and  the  boast  of  the  Oelestial 
Umpire ;  so  it  is  probably  mnch  better  worth  se^g  tkaa 
the  city  itsel£ 

Village  op  Sehoo,  August  14. 
Avoiding  the  gates  of  Hangchow,  and  making  wide 
circuit,  we  tracked  our  way  through  devious  ditches  up  to  a 
village  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  lake  and  about  a 
mile  distant  from  the  walls  of  Hangchow.  This  villacje  is 
Will  of  coolies  and  chairs^  and  its  business  seems  to  be  to 

*It  wiU  be  seen  that  after-inf^uiries  confirmed  my  diatrust. 
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convey  the  burgesses  of  Hangchow  about  to  the  temples 
and  gardens.  There  is  no  entrance  into  the  lake  for  us. 
We  he  off  the  village  in  six  inches  of  greeu  water.  Ague 
and  fever  seem  to  float  around. 

Three  nights  we  slept  in  this  swamp. 

Our  days  were  passed  in  the  great  Buddhist  temples  and 
in  the  monasteries  of  the  bonzes.  They  take  us  to  the  ' 
temple  of  the  Great  Buddha — a  mighty  bust,  forty  feet  high, 
carved  out  of  the  rock  and  gilt ;  thence  to  a  still  larger 
temple,  where  a  moving  pagoda  and  forty-nine  colossal  idols 
commemorate  the  forty-nine  transmigrations  of  Buddha. 
Thence  across  rich  pleasure-grounds,  where  streamlets  ripple 
and  some  spots  are  shady,  but  where  still  that  kniie-griuding 
dia  pursues  tia^  for — 

Sole  Bub  avdenfi  resonant  arbosta  eicadis." 

We  are  borne  to  the  temple  of  the  Fish  Buddha,  where 
enormous  carp  grow  fat  in  pleasant  ponds.  At  least  a 
tboosand  of  thm  contended  for  our  votive  biscuits,  and 
flome  of  them  weighed,  to  a  fiabermaa's  eye,  quite  401b. 

Tliese  temples,  however,  great  as  they  are  in  aixe  and 
grotcsqnenesB^  are  but  as  little  Welsh  churches  compared  to 
the  wonders  of  the  "Yuu  Lin,"  the  '  Cloudy  Forest." 
This  is  not  so  much  a  temple  as  a  region  of  temples. 

It  is  suggestive  of  the  scenes  of  those  ancient  Pagan 
mysteries,  where  the  faith  and  fortitude  of  neophites  were 
tried,  and  their  souls  purified  by  sncceasive  terrors.  It  is  a 
limestone  district^  abonnding  in  caves  and  far-reaching  dark 
galleries  and  mysterioos  internal  waters.  These  natural 
opportonities  are  improved  by  a  priest  and  an  altar  in  every  - 
oave,  gigantic  idols  cot  into  the  rook  in  unexpected  plaee% 
rajs  <^  heavenly  light  which  only  the  fidthful  votary  ought 
to  be  able  to  see^  but  which,  as  they  come  through  holes  . 
bored  through  the  hill,  sceptics  sometimes  catch  sight  of ; 
inscriptions  2,000  years  old,  but  deepened  as  time  wears 
them.  The  place  is  a  labyrinth  of  carved  rocka^  a  ha|^y 
valley  of  laughing  Buddhas,  and  Queens  of  Heaven,  and 
aqaatting  Buddhas^  and  hideoas  hook-nosed  gods  of  Indi& 
'Am  is  a  pervading  smell  of  trankinoense,  and  the  single 
priest  found  here  and  there  •  in  solitary  places,  moaning  his 
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ritual,  makes  the  place  yet  more  lonely  ;  and  tlirough  this 
strange  scene  you  pass  by  narrow  paths  to  the  foot  of 
the  colossal  terrace  steps  which  mount  to  the  great  temple 
itself.  The  wild  birds  are  flying  about  this  vast  echoing 
hall  of  Buddha ;  the  idols  are  still  bigger  and  still  more 
richly  gilt.  In  the  great  "  gallery  of  five  hundred  gods,"  all 
that  can  be  done  by  art,  laborious,  but  ignorant  of  beauty, 
I'eaclies  its  climax. 

The  cowled  and  tonsured  bonzes  come  forth  to  greet  us. 
Excellent  tea  and  great  choice  of  sweetmeats  await  us  in 
tlie  refectory. 

The  wonders  of  this  Sehoo  Lake  deserve  better  descrip- 
tion than  the  object  of  these  letters  will  allow  me  to 
attempt.  The  temple  and  tomb  of  the  faithful  minister  of 
state,  Yo  Fei,  occupy  acres  of  ground  and  thousands  of 
tons  of  monumental  wood,  stone,  and  iron.  The  Imperial 
Palaoe  upon  the  lake,  with  its  garden  of  rockwork  and 
green  pondd^  its  large  library  of  nnused  books,  its  dim  metal 
minors^  richly  embroidered  cushions,  and  rickety  old  chairs, 
opened  to  ns  with  great  difficulty,  and  under  the  immediate 
pressure  of  the  almighty  dollar.  I  hope  some  one  under 
less  imperative  obligation  to  eschew  the  merely  picturesque 
and  to  seek  only  for  facts  which  may  have  practical  bearings 
may  yet  describe  these  objects.  My  favourite  eventide 
occupation  was  to  ascend  one  of  these  hills,  and  sit  at  the 
foot  of  one  of  these  half-burnt  pagodas  which  stand  about 
like  blasted  cyprese-treefl^  and  look  down  upon  Hangchow. 
The  &mous  city  lies  like  a  map  beneath  me.  Kot  a  caA  of 
smoke,  not  a  building  more  lofty  than  the  orthodox  two- 
atoried  josshouse.  I  can  follow  &e  line  of  outer  wal]a»  and 
even  track  the  course  of  the  inner  enceinte.  Marco  Polo 
says  they  were  100  miles  round,  and  a  Chinese  chronider 
records  that  in  a  single  conflagration,  while  Hangchow  was 
yet  the  capital  of  Chtna»  530,000  houses  were  burned. 
These  are  foolish  SMes*  Hangchow,  from  its  position,  never 
could  have  been  much  larger  than  it  now  is.  It  stands 
upon  a  slip  of  land  about  three  miles  wide,  intervening 
between  the  river  (which  is  wider  than  the  Mersey  and  has 
thirty  feet  of  water  at  low  tide)  and  this  lake.  At  one  end 
the  ground  swells  into  a  hill,  across  the  crest  of  which  the 
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citj  wbU  passes.  The  shape  of  Hangcliow,  therefore^  is 
Tery  miieh  that  of  a  conch,  the  hill  part  heing  represented 
hy  the  pillows,  and  being  the  fashionable  part  of  the  city, 
I  can  see  not  only  public  temples,  but  also  many  of  those 
priYate  ancestral  temples,  which  are  to  a  Chinese  gentleman 
what  the  chancel  of  his  parish  church  is  to  an  Eoglish 
squire.  Little  gardens,  perhaps  not  forty  feet  square,  full  of 
weeds  and  rockwork  and  small  ponds ;  an  oblong  pavilion 
%vith  tablets  upon  the  walls,  descriptive  of  tlie  nauies  and 
achievements  of  the  ancestors — a  kiK.'cHng  stool,  an  incense 
vase,  candlesticks,  a  brazier  to  burn  piiper  made  in  imitation 
of  Sycee  silver,  and  a  sacrificial  tub — such  is  a  Chinaman's 
private  chapel.  Here  he  comes  on  solemn  daj's,  and,  the 
garden  being  weeded,  and  all  things  painted  and  renewed 
for  the  occasion,  he  prays  and  sacrifices  to  his  ancestors,  and 
feasts  with  his  friends.  If  the  Chinaman  has  a  superstition, 
this  is  it.  His  Bhuddism  is  a  ceremonial  to  the  many  and 
a  speculative  philosophy  to  the  adept,  no  more.  Mr.  Edkins's 
object  in  visiting  the  temples  of  the  lake,  was  to  hold 
controversy  with  the  priests,  so  I  had  more  opportunity  of 
hearing  what  they  really  believe  than  usually  falls  to  the  lot 
of  travellers  who  cannot  read  the  Pali  books.  Thcv  did 
not  feel  his  arguments  against  idolatry.  They  treat  their 
grotesque  gods  with  as  much  contempt  as  we  do.  They 
divide  the  votaries  into  three  classes.  First  come  the 
leamed  men  who  perform  the  ritual  and  observe  the  absti- 
nence from  animal  food  merely  as  a  matter  of  discipline, 
but  place  their  religion  in  absolute  mental  abstraction, 
tending  to  that  perfection  which  shall  fit  them  to  bo 
absorbed  into  that  something  which,  as  they  saji  Mth  can 
conceiTe,  but  words  cannot  describe.  Secondly  come  those 
who,  unable  to  mount  to  this  intellectnal  yearning  after 
porification  from  all  human  sentiments,  strive  by  devotion 
to  fit  themselves  for  the  heaven  of  the  western  Buddha, 
where  transmigration  shall  cease,  and  they  shall  for  all 
eternity  sit  npon  a  lotus-flower  and  gaze  upon  Buddha, 
drawing  happiness  from  his  presence.  Thirdij  follow  the 
vulgar,  whose  devotion  can  rise  no  higher  than  the  sensual 
ceremonies,  who  strike  their  foreheads  upon  the  steps  of  the 
temple^  who  bum  incense,  offer  candles  made  from  the 
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taUow-toee^  and  save  up  their  cash  ior  festival  days.  So  hat 
aa  m J  experience  goes,  this  class  is  confined  almost  eDtirelj 
to  old  women ;  and  the  priests  saj  that  their  one  unvarying 
aapiratbn  ii^  that  at  their  next  transmigration  they  touj 
become  men. 

Such  is  Buddhism  as  ve  see  it  in  China.    But  this  is 

not  all.  A  Chinese  poet  who  800  years  ago  built  an  ugly 
straight  dam  in  this  beautiful  lake  of  Sehoo,  about  the 
same  time  invented  the  Ten  Gods  of  ilelij  and  grafted  them 
upon  the  Buddhist  faith  to  terrify  men  from  crime.  There 
is  also  a  reformed  sect  of  Buddhists,  who  call  themselves 
**  Do- Nothings,"  and  who  place  the  perfection  of  man  in 
abstaining  from  all  worship,  all  virtue,  and  all  vice.  When 
the  Jesuit  missionaries  saw  the  mitres,  the  tonsure,  the 
incense,  the  choir,  and  the  statues  of  the  Queen  of  Heaven, 
they  exclaimed  that  the  devil  had  been  allowed  to  burlesque 
their  religion.  We  Protestants  may  almost  say  the  same. 
These  reformed  Buddhists  deduce  tiieir  origin  from  a  teacher 
who  was  crucihed  in  the  province  of  Shantung  some  600 
years  ago,  and  they  shock  the  missionaries  by  blasphemoua 
parallela  I  have  heard  that  the  present  bishop  of  Victoria 
investigated  this  sect,  and  sent  home  an  account  of  them^  bat 
for  some  reasoni  the  statement  was  suppressed. 

Then  we  have  the  Taoists,  or  cultivators  of  perfect  reasOBi 
irhich  is  another  philosophy  having  its  temples  and  its  cere- 
mooiea  We  have  the  vrorship  of  Heaven,  which  is  the 
prerogative  of  the  Emperor;  and  we  have  the  State  rehgion, 
the  philoeq>hy  of  Oonlaciiia^  which  is  but  metaphysica  and 
ethics. 

All  these  may  form  good  sobject  of  discnsskm  to  labo* 
rionsly  idle  men,  bat  they  are  of  very  little  practieal  impor- 
tance. They  are  ^pecalation%  not  saperstitiona  They  are 
thoaght  over — they  are  not  f^^  They  inspire  no  fimatieMn, 
they  create  no  zeal^  they  make  no  martyi%  they  generate 
no  intolerance.  They  are  not  faiths  that  men  will  fight  for, 
or  die  for,  or  even  feel  zealous  for.  Your  Chinese  doctor  is 
a  man  of  great  subtlety,  of  great  politeness,  but  of  the  coldest 
indifierence.  He  is  a  most  ])achydermatous  beast,  so  far  as 
the  aeal  of  the  Christian  missionary  is  concerned.  "  Do  you 
belieye  in  Jesua  Christ?"  asks  tho  missionary  after  long 
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teaching,  patiently  heard.  Certainly  I  do/*  coldly  answers 
tlie  bearer.  "  But  why  do  you  believe  1  are  you  convinced  i 
do  you  feel  that  what  I  have  been  saying  is  true  V*  "  I 
believe  it  because  you  say  so/'  is  the  polite  and  hopeless 
answer. 

It  is  this  which  makes  the  earnest  missionary  despond.  A 
Chinaman  baa  no  superstition  He  has  nothing  that  can  be 
overthrown  and  leave  a  void.  He  will  chin-chin  his  joss,  burn 
crackers  before  he  starts  on  a  voyage,  or  light  a  candle  for  a 
partner  or  a  useful  clerk  who  may  be  in  danger  of  death. 
But  it*s  only  hope  of  "  good  luck,"  or  fear  of  "  bad  luck." 
The  feeling  is  no  deeper  than  that  which  in  religious  and 
enlightened  England  causes  so  many  horseshoes  to  be  nailed 
up  to  keep  out  witches,  or  which  makes  decent  housewives, 
who  can  read  and  write,  separate  crossed  knives,  throw 
pinches  of  salt  over  tkeir  shoulder,  md  avoid  walking  under 
a  ladder. 

Clustered  upon  this  kill,  within  tha  walk  of  Hangohow, 
axe  temples  of  all  these  varied  forms  of  paganism,  and 
perha{)8  within  the  year  the  same  idolater  has  bowed  in  all 
of  ihrnxL  Two  lofly  green  mounds  are  perhaps  too  large  for 
mere  private  tombs,  and  mark  the  spot  of  some  public  hero- 
worship  ;  but  in  other  cases  the  ardiiteoture  of  the  sacred 
aad  public  edifiees  is  all  alike^  and  you  cannot  dktingaidi 
temples  from  oostom-hoosea  or  mandarin  offioe& 

Ceao-Hing,  Auffim  IS, 
Having  made  careful  survey  of  the  envinmB  of  fiangchow, 
we  now  determined  to  attack  the  dty. 

With  a  retinue  of  twelve  chair-beareTS,  and  ten  coolies 
who  followed  with  our  baggage,  we  left  our  boats  during  the 
aidrday  heat^  and  skirting  the  border  of  the  lake,  reached  the 
wall  <i  the  city.  Here  we  shut  ourselves  up^  and  Mr. 
Edkinsy  profitbg  by  former  mishapsf,  instructed  the  party  to 
avoid  the  Tartar  part  of  the  dtj  and  the  Manchoo  gate. 
It  was  an  exciting  moment  when  the  first  palanquin  passed 
wider  the  eitj  gate.  Prom  belund  my  exaggerated  &n  I 
eould  see  a  &t  Ghineee  official,  who  was  evidently  on  duty, 
bttt  who  had  his  back  turned  to  us.  The  rascal  pretended 
he  waa  quite  unaware  of  our  presence.    I  found  out  after- 
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wards  that  he  knew  that  three  Englishmen  were  passing  ia 
just  as  well  as  we  did.  I  breathed  more  freely  when  the 
gate  was  passed,  and  when  we  became  entangled  in  the 
narrow  streets.  They  bore  us  through  the  dirtiest  2)arts  of 
the  town,  and  passed  the  Yamun,  or  police-oflBce,  known  by 
the  horrible  Imperial  lion  scrawled  in  paint  upon  the 
opposite  wall.  The  people  soon  began  to  run  together. 
The  blinds  of  the  chair  were  sufficiently  transparent  to  allow 
them  to  see  there  was  something  unusual  ;  perhaps  the  fact 
of  the  chairs  bcinfr  closed  was  cnou^fh  in  itself.  Then  we 
grew  bolder  and  opened  the  blinds,  and,  althougli  the  crowd 
pressed  to  see,  there  was  no  hostile  demonstration.  At  last, 
when  we  got  to  a  better  part  of  the  city,  we  boldly  descended, 
and  found  ourselves  in  uie  streets  of  Hangchow.  We  now 
bade  one  of  the  coolies  guide  us  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
city,  while  the  chairs  followed.  We  passed  several  curiosity 
shops,  wliere  there  were  some  few  things  I  shonld  have 
bought,  but,  alasi  onr  expenses  had  so  fax  exceeded  our 
expectation  that  we  were  already  afraid  our  funds  would 
fall  short — contingen<7'  which  actually  oocaired,  for  we 
had  to  borrow  of  a  Chinese  inn-keeper.  I  noticed  that  in 
one  of  the  curiosity  shops  an  English  beerbottle  was  placed 
among  the  yaaes  in  a  post  of  honour.  As  we  ascended  the 
hill,  we  passed  a  tea-house,  which  was  the  first  I  had  seen  in 
China  having  any  pretendons  to  ornament.  This  was 
evidently  the  Yirj  of  Hangchou.  A  mandarin  chair  was 
following  us,  and  we  drew  up  to  allow  the  gentleman  to 
overtake  us.  In  evident  perturbation,  he  stopped  his  chair 
and  went  into  one  of  the  temples,  where  he  doubtless  ex- 
pended some  cash  in  incense  to  be  delivered  from  the 
barbarians. 

We  were  now  among  joss-houses  and  private  residences 
which  I  had  seen  from  the  Pagoda-hill,  and  from  the  terrace 
we  could  see  down  into  the  courts  and  houses  of  the  lower 
city.  It  was  a  holiday  in  Hangchow.  There  were  shows 
going  on.  We  had  heard  much  firing  in  the  morning,  and 
we  now  learned  that  there  had  been  a  review  of  8,000  troops, 
and  our  informants  added  with  much  laughter  that  one  of 
the  evolutions  had  been  to  make  the  soldiers  charge  right 
into  the  river  up  to  their  armpits.   In  this  part  of  Hang* 


L^iyui^uo  Ly  Google 


W£  ENTER  HAKGCHOW. 


125 


dlow  we  were  leas  thronged  than  I  had  ever  been  before  in 
Chum.  There  was  no  apparent  obstacle  to  our  going  where 
we  pleased  or  doing  what  we  pleased.  We  did  not  venture 
into  the  theatre,  for  we  knew  by  experience^  at  a  sing-song 
on  the  bank  of  the  lake,  that  the  Chinese  ladies^  with  their 
smart  robesi  their  painted  fiices — white  and  red  upon  their 
cheeks  and  vermiuon  on  their  lips,  little  enamelled  stars 
bende  their  eyes,  and  black  upon  their  eyebrows — ^would 
iilmost  jump  out  of  their  boxes  with  &ight ;  while  the 
populace  would  throng  about  ua^  and  the  actors  would  stand 
still  and  stave  like  the  rest.  Being  a  little  overoome  by  the 
sun,  I  strolled  away  by  myself  back  to  the  tea-house^  and 
took  my  place  at  a  little  table  as  complacently  as  I  should 
oa  one  of  the  boulevards ;  the  tea  was  exquisite, — ^that 
slightly-dried,  small,  green  leaf  which  you  never  can  taste  ia 
EDgland  ;  fur  tea  will  not  keep  or  pack,  or  stand  the  voyage, 
unless  burnt  uj)  to  the  state  of  insipidity  in  which  we  get  it. 
A  poet  emperor  of  China,  Khian-Loung,  has  not  disdained 
to  sing  the  praises  of  tea,  and,  like  a  practical  Chinaman,  he 
teaches     how  to  make  it  :— 

"  Graceful  are  the  leaves  of  mei-lioa^  sweetly  scented  and  clear  are 
the  leaves  of  fo-cheou.  But  place  upon  a  gentle  fire  the  tripod  wliose 
oolonr  and  form  tell  of  a  far  antiquity,  and  fill  it  with  water  of  molten 
snow.  Let  it  seethe  till  it  would  be  hot  enough  to  whiteu  fish  or  to 
redden  a  crab.  Then  pour  it  into  a  cup  made  from  the  earth  of  yuc, 
upon  the  tender  leaves  of  a  selected  tea*tree.  Let  it  rest  till  the  mists 
iniich  freely  ri^e  have  formed  themselves  into  thicker  clouds,  and  until 
these  have  gradually  ceased  to  weigh  upon  the  surface,  and  at  last  float 
away  in  vapour.  Then  sip  deliberately  the  delicious  liquor.  It  will 
drive  away  all  the  five  causes  of  disquietude  which  come  to  trouble  us. 
You  may  taste,  and  you  may  feel ;  but  never  can  yott  express  in  words 
or  song  that  sweet  trsnquiUity  we  draw  from  the  essenoe  thus 
inrepand." 

I  sipped  and  was  refreshed  ;  but  the  sweet  tranquillity 
was  not  mine.  The  curious  tea-drinkers  pressed  around  me, 
and  there  was  a  waiter  whose  nature  it  was  to  walk  about 
with  a  kettle  of  boiling  ^vater,  and  whose  unconquerable 
instinct  compelled  him  to  fill  up  my  cup  whenever  it  was 
getting  three  degrees  below  boiling  point,  and  was  becoming 
possible  to  drink.  The  people  were  very  good-tempered, 
but  they  came  veiy  close^  and  the  day  was  vexy  hot.   I  was 
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SO  strict  in  my  Chinese  costume  that  they  could  find  notbiii|^ 
to  wonder  at  but  my  physique  and  my  pith  hat.  They 
made  the  most  of  these.  If  I  had  been  dressed  in  European 
costume,  1  believe  they  would  have  undressed  me  in  their 
ardent  curiosity. 

Meantime  our  coolies  and  luggage  had  been  stopped  at  the 
gate  we  passed  through.  The  officials  told  my  man  that  we 
had  acted  wrong  in  not  presenting  our  cards  and  the  Footei's 
pass ;  however  it  was  not  their  business,  but  that  of  another 
oflicer,  to  stop  foreip:ners.  Tlicy  did  not  wish  to  sto])  English- 
men's luggage,  but  looked  into  the  servants'  boxes.  They 
asked  where  the  Englishmen  were  gone,  and  were  satisfied 
when  told  that  we  had  gone  up  the  hill  ^'  to  chin-chin  joss." 
All  this  talk  about  cards  and  passes  was,  of  course,  Ol^eae 
tarradiddlesy  but  it  shows  that  the  Chinese  authorities  wefe 
perfectly  aware  that  they  had  three  Englidhmen  aneaig 
thenL  f 

I  could  find  no  silk  weaving  in  the  city,  but  there  arast 
be  quarters  like  the  suburbs  of  LjoBS^  for  '^lia  is  the  yerf 
centre  and  depot  of  the  silk  district. 

After  several  hours  in  Hongchov  we  got  into  our  chairs 
agalni  and  passed  through  the  opposite  gate  of  the  city  along 
a  dirty  fiiubourg  and  over  a  flat  to  the  Tsein-tasg  nf&t, 
which  is  here  about  two  miles  wide.  There  is  a  Kitle 
custom-bouse,  but  no  ships  and  no  commerce*  STangobow 
evidently  depends  upon  its  inland  tzade^  and  seeks  no  com- 
munication by  sea.  As  we  crossed  the  brood  river  I  looked 
back  upon  thiis  picturesque  city,  and  felt  tiiat  its  envtross  were 
as  familiar  as  i&ose  of  Liverpool,  Cheltenham,  or  Bichmond. 

We  had  five  days'  journey  yet  before  us,  the  greater 
part  through  country  even  less  visited  than  Hangchow  itaeiC 
X  should  grow  intolerable,  however,  were  I  to  describe  the 
rest  of  the  route  with  the  same  minuteness.  I  must  not 
even  venture  to  describe  the  sepulchre  of  Yu,  the  founder 
of  the  Hia  dynasty,  although  it  is  the  grandest  sepulchral 
temple  in  China,  and  boasts  an  antiquity  of  2,000  years — 
and  although  a  fierce  thunderstorm  burst  so  close  that  there 
was  a  smell  of  fire,  and  tlie  gigantic  idol  trembled.  Perhaps 
I  may  be  permitted,  however,  to  say  tliat  nearly  100  lineal 
descendants  of  the  great  emperor  who  controlled  the  great 
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innndafeions  and  curbed  the  waters  of  the  four  great  rivers, 
still  live  in  poverty  under  the  protection  of  the  temple. 
Under  the  Ming  dynasty  they  received  pensions ;  the 
Tartars  allow  them  none.  Here  is  a  pedigree,  ye  follower;^ 
of  TtoUo.  EnoiiG^li  to  nay  of  Peh-Kwan  that  the  people 
asked  us  whether  we  were  Siamese.  They  had  seen  the 
Loochooians,  and  we  were  not  li]:e  them,  and  they  knew  we 
were  not  Japanese.  Chao-hing  is  for  many  miles  round  girt 
with  sepulchral  monuments.  It  is  to  the  worship  of  ances- 
tm  wbat  Hangchow  and  its  lakes  are  to  Buddha.  All  the 
whaires  and  bndges  were  crowded  by  all  the  population  of 
tibe  place  as  went  through.  The  half- naked  bodies  seeracid 
countkos  as  we  moved  slowly  through  canals,  exactly — 
bridges,  smelly  and  all-^like  some  of  the  back  canals  in 
Venice.  We  passed  several  nights  among  the  moat  nncnl* 
tiTated  crowds  of  boatmen,  while  awaiting  our  turn  to  be 
dragged  by  windlasses  over  those  dikes  of  slippery  mnd 
which  in  (^na  do  dnty  for  locks.  We  ^nt  oth«*  nights 
In  paadog  throngb  lakes  and  listening  to  the  songs  and 
cymbals  which  told  of  marriages  in  the  viuages  on  their  banks. 
We  watched  the  paddy  harvest,  examined  the  tallow-trees, 
with  their  poplar-like  leaf,  their  green  berries^  and  their 
aldernghaped  form.  We  saw  the  cotton  come  into  £ower. 
We  fired  in  vain  at  two  eagles  drding  round  the  head  of  a 
man  who  was  accompanied  by  a  little  dog,  which  they  wanted 
to  carry  off.  We  stopped  and  interrogated  a  sort  of  Chinese 
Gil  Bias,  who  was  travelling  on  foot  (almost  an  unpre- 
cedented thing  in  China),  and  who  carried  with  him  all  his 
worldly  goods — a  pair  of  blue  breeches,  a  pipe,  and  a  small 
teapot.  We  invebtigated  at  Yu-Yoa  the  country  from  the 
top  of  the  Citadel-hill,  and  in  the  dyer's  shop  we  examined 
the  dye  wherewith  those  ever-present  blue  breeches  are 
dyed.  After  ten  days  of  sight-seeing,  everything  seemed  to 
repeat  itself  and  to  revolve  like  the  events  of  the  Platonic 
year.  We  became  convinced  at  last  that  if  we  were  to 
journey  from  Hangchow  to  Pekin,  and  from  Pekin  to 
Szchuen,  we  should  find  just  the  same  arts  and  manners  and 
agriculture,  varied  only  by  the  exigencies  of  nature. 

On  the  10th  of  August  we  arrived  at  Ningpo,  after  some  dis- 
comfortand  some  necessity  for  strong  doses  of  quinine,but  afler 
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mudi  ezdtement  and  great  enjoyment.  We  have  passed  400 
miles  of  coontxy  not  often  befiuce  traversed.  We  have  entered 
iaar  fixst-da8sCliinesedtie8(twoof  themonknown  toEaropean 
traveUers),  many  seiMmd-elass  cities  which  in  other  coimtries 
might  be  classed  as  first,  and  innumerable  towns  and  villages.  , 
Throughout  the  whole  of  our  journey  we  have  received  from  * 
no  Chinese  an  uncivil  word  or  iusultiujj  gesture.  No  mis- 
ciliovous  urcllin  has  thrown  stones  down  upon  us  from  any 
one  of  the  liundreds  of  bndges  we  passed  through.  No  one 
stopped  us,  and  no  one  waylaid  us.  It  is  true  that  the 
mandarins  at  Peh-Kwan  sent  us  a  message  to  appear  at  their 
yamun  ;  but  when  we  sent  answer  that  we  would  endeavour 
to  make  preparation  to  receive  their  visit  on  board  our 
boats,  and  when  Mr.  Edkins  had  sent  them  a  Testament, 
they  took  the  evasive  answer  in  good  part^  and  suffered  oar 
boatmen  to  proceed. 

From  this  journey  I  draw  two  practical  conclusions. 

The  first  is,  that  the  authorities  in  China  are  exceedingly- 
anxious  in  no  way  to  complicate  their  present  disputes  with 
England,  and,  holding  in  very  wholesome  terror  the  English 
name^  are  inclined  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  presence  of 
peaceably  conducted  foreigners. 

The  second  is  that,  unless  excited  by  the  authorities,  as 
they  have  been  at  Canton — and  as  they  might  have  been 
here,  for  had  the  mandarins  chosen  to  say  we  were  Portu- 
guese, we  should  certainly  have  had  our  throats  cut — the 
Chinese  people  have  no  objection  whatever  to  the  presence 
of  foreigners  in  their  cities. 

Whenever,  therefore,  the  proviaons  of  a  new  treaty  shall 
open  all  China  to  every  European  provided  with  a  passport 
from  his  own  consul,  there  will  be  no  difBiculty  in  the  Eng- 
lish merchant  carrying  his  own  goods  np  the  rivers  and 
canals  and  into  the  great  cities  of  China. 

The  people  will  be  glad  enough  to  trade  with  him,  and 
the  authorities  can,  if  they  will,  protect  him. 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


120 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

TUfi    JS'I^fOPO  MAS3ACKE. 

Commercial  Character  of  Ning^})o — Piracy — Massacre  of  tbe  Porto* 
guese  Pirates  hj  Cantonese  Pirates — ^Political  Ocoanenoes, 

JslNGFo,  Au(/.  24. 

This  great  city,  with  its  350,000  inhabitants,  its  beautiful 
river,  and  its  excellent  water-connection  with  tlie  interior, 
is  the  least  vakiable  of  all  our  commercial  stations.  Neither 
tea  nor  silk  is  brought  down  in  any  quantities,  and  the  little 
toa  that  is  prepared  here  is  sent  to  Shanghai  to  be  shipped. 
The  importation  of  British  and  Straits'  produce  was  last  year 
but  £136,359.  Os.,  and  not  two-thirds  of  this  was  British 
manufactures.  The  greater  security  of  European  shipping, 
and  its  comparative  immunity  from  the  pirates  outside,  (whom 
I  saw  the  other  day  send  a  whole  fleet  of  junks  back  into 
the  Tivet),  have  given  it  some  importance  as  a  shipping-port 
for  Amoy,  Formosa,  Swatow,  and  the  Straits.  In  1856, 198 
British  ships,  with  an  aggregate  of  25,506  tons,  loaded  here. 
This  carrying  trade  is  likely  to  increase,  for  the  Chinese  are 
becoming  quite  alive  to  the  advantage  of  a  stout  ship  and 
an  English  flag.  Can  insure  is  a  question  now  very 
often  in  a  Chinaman's  mouth,  and  Chinamen  are  rich  at 
iNingpo. 

Ningpo  is  still  in  the  after-throb  of  great  excitement* 
The  European  settlement  is  on  the  side  of  the  river  opposite 
to  the  walled  city.  The  hongs  are  not  numerous  nor  very 
large,  and  they  are  mixed  up  with  Chinese  residences  and 
large  timber  yards  (timber  is  the  staple  of  Ningpo) ;  and 
they  form  a  rectangle,  the  area  behind  which  is  occupied  by 
graves  and  paddy-fields,  but  chiefly  by  graves* 

On  the  26th  of  June  a  naval  battle  was  fought  in  the 
river,  and  a  massacre  took  place  among  the  tombs. 

The  story  is  somewhat  out  of  date,  but  I  must  deal  with 
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it  here,  where  alone  I  could  do  so  upon  a  proper  knowledge 
of  the  facta,  because  it  is  iUustrative  of  the  state  of  affidrs 
we  have  to  deal  with  in  China.  To  understand  this  trans- 
action we  must  recoUecty  what  it  is  so  difficult  £ot  people  in 
England  to  believe,  that  the  whole  coast  of  China  is  so 
infested  with  pirates  that  even  a  fleet  of  fishing-boats  cannot 
venture  out  witliuut  armed  vessels  as  a  convoy. 

The  iishiug-boats  which  ply  off  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Yung  pay  convoy  duties  to  tlie  extent  of  50,000  dollars  a 
year ;  and  the  wood-junks  that  ply  between  Kingpo  and 
Foochow,  and  the  other  native  craft,  raise  the  annual  pay- 
ment for  protection  to  200,000  dollars  (£70,000)  annually. 
These  figures  are  startling,  but  I  have  taken  pains  to  ascer- 
tain their  correctness. 

The  vessels  employed  in  this  convoy  service  were  Portu- 
guese lorcha.«.  Tiiese  vessels  were  well  armed  and  equipped. 
Til  ere  were  no  mandarin  junks  and  no  Portuguese  ships  of 
war  to  cope  with  them  or  control  them,  and  they  became 
masters  of  this  part  of  the  coast.  It  is  in  the  nature  of 
things  that  these  privateers  should  ahuse  their  power.  They 
are  accused  of  the  most  frightful  atrocities.  It  is  alleged 
that  they  made  descents  upon  villages,  carried  off  the  women^ 
murdered  the  men,  and  burnt  the  habitations^  They  he- 
came  infinitely  greater  scourges  than  the  pirates  tiiey  were 
paid  to  repeL  It  is  alleged,  also,  that  complaints  to  the 
Portuguese  consul  were  vain ;  that  Portngnese  sailors  taken 
red-handed  and  handed  over  to  this  consul  were  suffered  to 
escape  fcom  the  consular  prison.  Bightly  or  wrongly,  the 
Chinese  thought  that  the  consul  was  in  complicity  with  the 
ruffians  who  were  acting  both  as  convoy  and  as  pirate&  The 
convictions  of  the  English  and  Eren(£  residents  at  Ningpo 
do  not  differ  from  those  of  the  Chinese;  and  although, 
having  no  means  of  guarding  my  inquiries  with  the  securities 
of  a  judicial  investigation,  I  am  unwilling  to  make  any 
strong  assertion,  I  think  I  may  reasonably  say  that  the 
honour  of  the  Government  of  Portugal  is  so  compromised 
that  Euro^)ean  nations,  for  common  character's  sake,  should 
require  it  to  institute  a  seai'ching  examination  into  the  con- 
duct of  this  olhcial. 

The  leader  of  the  pii-ate  tieet  was — am  going  back  now 
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to  a  time  three  years  ago — a  Cantonese  named  ATak.  The 
authorities  at  Niiigpo,  in  their  Aveakness,  determined  to 
make  terms  with  him,  rather  thaa  submit  to  the  tyranny  of 
the  Portuguese. 

A'Pak  was  in  ado  a  iiiaiKlarin  of  the  third  class ;  and  his 
fleet — not  altogether  taken  into  Government  pay,  for  that 
the  Chinese  could  not  afford — was  nominally  made  over  to 
ATak'a  brother,  a  gentleman  with  a  long  name,  which  X 
cannot  remember. 

This  fleet,  now  tamed  nominally  honest,  began  to  com]iete 
with  the  Portugaese  for  the  convoy  busmesa^  and,  their 
business  being  now  tolerably  respectable,  they  were  joined 
by  several  English,  American,  and  frenoh  deserters  from 
ships-of-war  and  merchant  veasels. 

This  has  been  the  position  of  the  two  parties  for  the  last 
three  years. 

The  fishermen  and  carrpng  junks,  gfad  to  be  rid  of  the 
Portuguese  yoke,  gradually  transferred  their  custom  to  the 
Cantonese  fleet,  and  the  Portugaese^  hungry  and  furious, 
became  more  active  in  their  piracies^  and  attacked  the  Can* 
tonese  ships  when  the  y  could  get  them  at  an  advantage,  and 
murdered  their  crews  with  circumstances  of  great  atrocity. 

The  Cantonese  do  not  look  upon  the  Portuguese  as- 
Europeans.  They  have  not  the  same  of  them.  The^ 
can  flght  them  man  to  man.  Macao  would  have  been 
taken  by  the  Chinese  long  since,  had  they  not  dreaded  the 
interfoi'ence  of  the  other  Westem  powers.  After  a  few 
of  these  very  sanguinary  }»ro vocations,  A'Pak — not,  it  is 
believed,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Toutai  of  Ningpo 
—determined  to  destroy  this  Portuguese  convoy  fleet. 

For  this  purpose  A'Pak's  brother  collected  his  snake-boats 
and  convoy  junks  from  along  the  whole  coast,  and  assembled 
about  twenty  of  them,  and  perhaps  500  men.  The  Portu- 
guese were  not  long  hearing  of  these  preparations,  but  they 
seem  to  have  been  struck  with  panic.  Some  of  their  vessels 
went  south,  some  were  taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Seven  lorchas  took  refuge  up  the  river,  opposite  tlie  Portu- 
iruese  consulate.    The  sailors  on  board  these  lorcbas  landed 

CI 

some  of  tlieir  big  guns,  and  put  the  consulate  in  a  state  of 
defence,  and  perhaps  hoped  that  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
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European  houses  and  tlie  character  of  the  consulate  would 
prevent  an  attack.  Not  so.  On  the  daj  I  have  above 
mentioned  the  Canton  fleet  came  up  the  river.  The  Portu- 
guese consul  immediately  fled.   The  lorchas  fired  one  broad- 

:si(lc  at  them  as  tlicy  approached,  and  then  the  crews  deserted 
tlieir  vessels,  and  made  for  the  shore.  About  200  Cantonese, 
accompanied  by  a  few  Europeans,  followed  these  140  Portu- 
guebc  and  Manilla-men  ashore.  A  light  took  place  in  the 
streets.  It  was  of  very  short  duration,  for  the  Portuguese 
behaved  in  the  most  dastardly  manner.  The  ]\Ianilla-nieu 
showed  some  spirit,  but  the  Portuguese  could  not  even 
persuade  themselves  to  iiglit  for  their  lives  behind  the  walls 
of  their  consulate.  The  fortified  house  was  taken  and 
sacked  by  these  Chinamen,  the  Portuguese  were  ])ursued 
among  the  tombs,  wdiere  they  sought  refuge,  and  forty  of 
them  were  shot  down,  or  hunted  and  butchered  with  spears. 

The  Capricicuso,  French  frigate,  now  came  up  the  river, 
fired  upon  tlie  Cantonese  who  were  sacking  the  consuls 
house,  and  put  an  end  to  the  conflict  The  French  captain 
received  on  board  the  Portuguese  consul,  not,  I  am  told, 
"with  great  cordiality,  and  also  the  fugitives  who  had  escaped 
the  massacre.  The  latter  he  conveyed  as  prisoners  to  Macao, 
to  be  tried  as  pirates. 

Merciless  as  this  massacre  was,  and  little  as  is  the  choice 
between  the  two  sets  of  combatants^  it  must  be  owned  that 
the  Cantonese  acted  with  pui*pose  and  disciplina  Three 
trading  Portuguese  lorchas  which  lay  in  the  river  with  their 
flags  flying  were  not  molested ;  and  no  European,  not  a 
Portuguese,  was  even  insulted  by  the  infuriated  butchers. 
The  stories  current  of  Souero  and  his  Portuguese  followers 
rivalled  the  worst  of  the  tales  of  the  buccaneers,  and  public 
*  opinion  in  Ningpo  and  the  foreign  settlement  was  strongly 
in  &Tour  of  the  Cantonese. 

The  Chinamen  lost  only  two  Chinese.  One  vagabond 
Englishman  fighting  on  their  ride  was  shot  by  a  Manilla- 
man. 

After  the  departure  of  the  CajyHciciise,  the  Portuguese 
brig  of  war,  the  MondegOj  came  up  the  ri\  er,  accomiKUiied 
by  about  twelve  Portuguese  lorchas,  and  made  lormal 
demands  of  the  Toutai,  that  the  captiu*ed  lorchas  should  be 
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restored  and  other  reBtitution  made.  The  Toutai  replied 
that  the  two  convoy  fleets  mast  settle  their  own  quarrels^ 
for  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.  The  Portuguese  and 
the  Cantonese  then  made  ready  for  a  fight,  and  the  general 
opinion  was  that  the  Cantonese  would  have  again  been 
victorious.  Meanwhile^  however,  Commander  Bew,  in  the 
Nvmrodf  had  steamed  up  the  river.  He  sent  a  message  to 
the  Portuguese  commander  to  say  that  his  instructions  were 
to  remain  entirely  neutral,  and  if  the  brig  was  about  to 
attack,  he  would  move  his  ship  out  of  the  line  of  fire;  bui 
that  if  the  Nimrod  or  the  houses  of  British  residents  on  the 
river  were  struck  by  shot,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  interfere. 
The  Mcndego  and  her  consort  lorchas  immediately  departed 
for  Shanghai.  The  Canton  fleet  is  still  either  engaged  in 
convoying  or  at  anchor  in  the  river ;  and,  to  the  great 
comfort  of  the  merchants  aiid  the  missionaries,  so  also  is  the- 
Nimrod. 

I  do  not  for  a  moment  seek  to  implicate  the  Portuguese 
nation  in  the  crimes  of  the  INIacao  ruffians,  except  so  far  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  Portugal  to  ])revent  such  deeds.  But 
thuiit;  circumstances  suggest  serious  considerations  in  con- 
nection with  our  next  treaty  with  China.  They  show  how 
important  and  how  difficult  is  the  question  of  i)olicing  the 
coast  and  exterminating  pimcy  ;  they  show  also  how  im- 
portant it  is  that  the  great  European  ])owers  should  exercise 
a  strong  control  over  such  lawless  vagabonds  as  those  who 
acted  with  the  Cantonese  ;  they  also  suggest  very  grave  con- 
siderations as  to  how  far  it  may  be  right  to  extend  to  small 
and  not  very  conscientious  Governments  like  that  of  Portugal 
the  treaty  privileges  which  England  is  about  to  ask,  not  only 
for  herself,  but  for  all  other  civilized  nations. 

A  circumstance  has  just  occurred  which  still  further 
illustrates  the  great  impolicy  of  allowing  European  vagabonds 
to  be  uncontrolled  in  this  country.  "  Squeezing"  has  become 
so  intolerable  in  this  province,  that  a  large  city  not  forty 
miles  distant  is  in  rebellion.  Every  power  in  China 
squeezes."  The  Toutai  sends  forth  to  "squeeze/*  the 
Canton  fleet  sends  out  to  "  squeeze,"  and  squeezing  parties 
are  undertaken  upon  private  account. 

A  few  days  since,  an  Irishman,  accompanied  by  some 
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Chinese,  went  into  tlie  interior  (to  one  of  tlie  villages  where  I 
bad  passed  the  previous  night)  upon,  it  is  alleged,  a  squeezing 
expedition.  While  there,  he  accidentally  sliot  one  of  his 
Chinese  companions.  Delighted  with  this  opportunity  of 
"  getting  the  law  on  their  side,"  the  populace  rose,  seized  the 
Irishman,  bound  him  as  though  he  had  been  a  ^vild  beast 
which  no  thongs  oould  make  harmless^  and  sent  him  up — 
«fter  severe  debate  among  themselves  whether  they  should 
not  behead  him  on  the  spot— to  the  Toutai  of  Ningpo.  He 
Mived  here  in  a  terribly  macerated  condition,  and  claimed 
the  protection  of  the  British  consul.  Doubtless  it  became 
the  consuls  duty  to  grant  this  protection,  and  the  man  is 
now  in  Dr.  Parker^s  hospital.  Small  advantage,  however, 
will  be  derived  by  any  British  merchant  from  any  treaty 
which  may  open  up  China,'*  if  China  is  to  be  opened  up 
to  European  brigands.  There  must  be  some  arrangement 
among  the  European  powers  upon  this  matter. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

CfiUSAN. 

Voyage  from  Ningpo  to  ChuBan— The  Biver  Yung — KIght  in  a 
Joss-house — Chinghai — Clmtan  Harbour^ No  Guna  in  the  Batteries 
— Aspect  of  the  laUuid — May  be  Ke-oooopied  without  Beaistaooe — 
A  l]^phoou. 

CausAir  Habboub,  Septemher  9. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  in  a  boat  with  two  ears  and  two 
eyes,  a  foresail  and  niaiiisail  ko])t  taut  by  bamboo  sticks 
worked  into  them,  and  a  comlurtable  cabin,  built  as  a 
hurricane-house,  and  occupying  nearly  all  lier  length,  I 
started,  with  a  strong  adverse  wind,  for  Chusan.  The  Rosina 
is  partly  used  as  a  passage-boat,  partly  to  carry  information, 
but  chiefly  to  carry  "  drug " — the  commercial  name  for 
opium.  Slio  belongs  to  an  eminent  commercial  house,  is 
navigated  by  one  European  and  a  Chinese  crew,  has  good 
store  of  Minie  ri£es  always  fit  for  servicei  is  a  good  sea-boat. 
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a  fast  sailer,  and  the  type  of  a  numerous  class.  Everybody 
of  any  importance  has  one  of  these  Ningpo  boats. 

It  would  take  more  space  than  I  dare  occupy  to  describe 
the  ten  miles  of  the  river  Yung.  The  simple,  yet  effective 
ice-houses,  and  the  no  less  simply  constructed  sjilt-s tores, 
-wliich  occupy  the  right  hank  ;  the  wood-junks,  each  in  its 
separate  mud  dock  (so  closely  packed  that  there  is  not  room 
for  another),  which  line  the  left  bank;  the  frowning'* 
batteries  which  are  built  at  the  end  of  every  reach — ^ 
deserve  description.  I  can  only  pause,  howeyer^  to  saj  a 
word  about  the  batteries.  They  are  built  of  stone,  and  some 
of  them  have  very  powerful  guns,  but  the  wonder  is  that 
their  armament  has  not  long  ago  been  stolen  by  the  pirates 
and  convoy  lorchas.  I  have  visited  them  all  in  different 
•excursions  down  the  river.  There  is  no  guard-house,  no 
magazine,  no  sponge  rammer  or  worm ;  the  iron  guns  and 
the  stone  walls  make  up  the  battery.  A  naval  officer -who 
accompanied  me  in  one  of  my  wanderings  was  positively 
distressed  at  the  forlorn  condition  of  an  English-cast  32- 
pounder  thirteen  fiaet  long,  and  weighing  four  tons,  so 
mounted  that  a  charge  of  a  pound  of  powder  would  have 
thrown  it  f^m  its  rotten  carriage.  I  hdieve  he  would  have 
provided  the  poor  gun  with  a  decent  carriage  at  liis  own 
expense,  even  if  he  knew  that  he  must  meet  its  fire  next 
day,  so  indignant  was  he  that  a  good  gun  should  be  so  ahame- 
folly  treated 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Yung  we  come  to  the  city  of 
Chinghai,  with  its  enormous  fleet  of  junks  which  crowd  tho 
river,  and  its  extensive  artificial  sea-beach  of  hewn  granite. 
Here  arc  those  extraordinary  natural  fortifications  which 
the  Chinese  attempted  to  utilize  in  the  last  war,  and  this 
was  the  scene  of  the  most  tremendous  slaughter  that  occurred. 

The  mouth  of  the  Yung  is  beset  V)y  rocky  islets  and 
sunken  shoals,  which  make  the  approach  difficult  and  the 
channels  intricate.  Each  shore  is  commanded  by  a  high 
conical  hill.  That  on  the  left  is  surmounted  by  a  stone 
tower ;  that  on  the  right  by  a  fort  and  a  joss-house.  On  a 
former  occasion  I  passed  a  night  and  two  days  in  that  pagan 
temple.  I  slept,  wrapped  in  my  cloak,  at  the  feet  of  a 
•terrible  Indian  god.    All  night  long  the  abbot  in  his  mitre 
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sat  upon  liis  throne  turning  his  hack  upon  a  gigantic  idol  of 
"tlie  Queea  of  Heaven,"  and  his  priests  sat  round  the  table 
before  him.  A  thousand  licile  dishes,  each  containing  some 
article  of  vegetable  food  curiously  cooked,  preserved,  or  made 
into  sweetmeats,  covered  not  only  the  table,  but  also  many  tem- 
porary scaffoldings  erected  for  the  purpose  throughout  the 
temple.  It  was  a  great  ceremony,  with  a  highly  emblematical 
ritual.  The  prayer  was,  evidently,  for  a  fiivourable  harvest^ 
for  every  fruit  was  taken  up  and  blessed  and  cli anted  over. 
Tlie  picturesque  scene,  the  monotonous  mutterings,  and  per- 
haps also  the  mnsquitoeSy  kept  me  awake  till  post  midnights 
When  I  awoke  in  the  morning  the  sun  was  invading  my 
conidor,  and  priests^  and  food,  and  scaffoldings  and  tables 
had  all  vanished.  But  the  old  Indian  god  scowled  upon  us 
as  ridiculously  fierce  as  ever.  Alas !  his  divine  scowl  had 
not  soared  away  the  musquitoes. 

IVom  the  embrasures  on  the  top  of  this  joss-house  fort  I 
could  look  down  upon  the  scene  of  that  terrible  carnage, 
when,  in  the  last  war,  the  Chinese  army  of  ten  thousand 
men  were  routed  in  ten  minutes, — when  the  flying  multitude 
was  arrested  by  a  line  of  bayonets,  and  when,  before  the 
slaughter  could  be  stayed,  one-half  the  number  either  perished 
by  the  steel  or  were  forced  into  tlie  broad  river.  This 
lesson,  repeated  at  Ningpo,  and  again  on  the  hills  beyond, 
has  never  been  forgotten. 

In  the  joss-house  fort  there  is  one  gun,  mounted,  probably, 
as  an  alarm-gun.  There  is  another  sunk  half-way  in  the 
earth,  with  a  British  spike  in  it.  These  are  the  defences  of 
the  mouth  of  tlie  Yung. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  were  tacking  through 
the  islands  ;  at  ten  we  cast  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Chusan. 
We  are  accustomed  in  England  to  think  of  Chusan  as  a  fine, 
large  island,  open  to  the  Chinese  seas,  where  you  may  see  the 
sun,  with  purple-coloured  face^  lift  up  his  head  from  the 
distant  waters.  So  upon  its  eastern  side  it  j)robably  is; 
not  so  as  we  are  in  the  habit  of  ajjproaching  it.  The  harbour 
of  Tinghai  is  a  land-locked  strait  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  across — ^not  unlike  the  3Ienai  in  some  places.  Yon 
might  be  in  a  moderate-sized  river;  you  have  come  in 
through  a  labyrinth  of  narrow  channels,  and  you  see  no 
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eviflence  of  an  open  sea.  Many  a  city  upon  a  Chinese  river 
looks  more  like  a  seaport  than  this  famous  port  and  harl>our 
of  Tincjlmi. 

Nothing  can  bo  more  picturesque  to  look  upon  than  the 
mountains  and  valleys  of  this  fair  island,  whicli  now  occu]ties 
all  scope  of  view  upon  our  left.  Gradual  elevations,  clothed 
•with  small  hamlets  and  many-coloured  vegetation,  swell  from 
the  strait,  affording  charming  sites  for  barracks  and  hospitals 
and  head-quarter  houses.  Away  behind,  the  interior  hills 
rise  into  peaks  on  which  the  clouds  are  resting.  Han*ow 
gorges  and  deep  valleys  mn  &r  up  inland,  oQering  shady 
retreats  in  hot  summer  months  and  fertile  fields  in  eveiy 
season. 

The  least  pleasant  Is  the  flat  on  which  tlie  city  stands. 
Opposite  to  the  spot  where  we  cast  anchor  the  hills  retire 
from  the  strait  and  form  an  am]>hitheatre.  The  interval 
between  their  base  and  the  water  is  a  semicirclei  Let  the 
hills  represent  the  arc  of  a  strung  bow  and  the  strait  repre- 
sent the  string.  The  area  between  is  the  swampy  marsh 
tipon  which  the  city  of  Tinghai  stands,  surrounded  by  paddy- 
fields  and  moist  grounds.  Just  at  that  point  of  the  string 
where  the  archer  would  fix  the  notch  of  his  arrow,  there  is  a 
hill,  which  nature  seems  to  have  placed  there  to  command 
and  protect  the  strait. 

Such  is  the  natural  dte  of  the  land  at  the  port  of  Ohusan. 
Along  the  shore  of  the  strait^  to  the  full  extent  of  the  string 
of  our  bow,  runs  a  green  embankment.  You  would  think 
it  a  dam  thrown  up  as  a  protection  against  high  tides,  but 
that  at  regular  intervals  embrasures  are  left.  The  hill  which 
stands  in  tlie  centre  of  the  chord  of  our  arc  has  been  fortified 
with  walls  and  parapets  of  stone  masonry  ;  and  it  is  still 
surmounted  by  that  same  joss-house  which  seventeen  years 
ago  obtained  for  it  the  name  of  Joss-house  Hill.  There  are 
stone  batteries  also  upon  several  of  the  islets ;  all  the  narrow 
channels  are  thus  commanded,  and  there  is  a  large  battery 
far  up  the  valley. 

Except  that  tlie  harbour  contains,  instead  of  a  mandarin 
fleet,  some  sixty  small  trading-junks,  the  place  must  now 
look  much  as  it  did  when  our  fleet  first  sailed  in  ;  when  the 
Chinese  admiral  so  feelingly  expostulated  with  us  ux)ou  the 
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injustice  of  revenging  insults  put  upon  us  by  the  Cantonese, 

by  slaughtering  the  defenders  of  tliose  weak  intrenchments  ; 
when  the  okl  man,  with  a  dignity  and  courage  worthy  of  a 
better  fate,  acknowledged  that  our  jjower  was  too  great  to 
allow  him  to  hope  for  success,  but,  declaiming  that  his  orders 
and  his  duty  enjoined  him  to  die  at  liis  post,  went  smiling 
down  the  side  of  our  flagship,  resigned  to  meet  the  doom 
wliich  too  surely  awaited  him  in  its  most  painful  form  on  tho 
morrow. 

If  I  recall  the  memory  of  these  painful  scenes,  it  i.s  to  pro- 
test against  their  recurrence.  If  these  places  are  to  be  again 
occupied,  let  it  be  done  suddenlj,  before  any  peremptory 
orders  for  a  desperate  defence  can  arrive  from  Pekin.  Not 
that  Tinghai  ia^  under  proper  conditioiui^  incapable  of 
defence.  Gamaaned  by  English  troops,  it  k  difficult 
to  Qonceive  a  place  more  impregnable.  Approached  by 
narrow  rock-bound  channel^  covered  by  commanding 
heights^  and  having  its  own  citadel-hill,  it  is  formed 
for  a  place  of  sfarangth;  but  the  Chinese  at  Ghusaa 
aeem  to  have  learnt  only  one  lesson  ftom  the  last  yna^ 
the  inutility  of  all  defences.  Yes;  I  think  tibey  have 
leamt  one  other  lesson ;  it  is  that  British  doUan  follow 
hard  upon  British  bayonets.  I  landed  and  walked  along 
the  embankment;  there  was  not  a  gun.  I  dimhed  the 
Joss-house  HiU.  The  masses  of  masonry  that  look  so  im- 
posing from  below  are  all  loose  blocks  which  a  shot  would 
toj>ple  over ;  still  no  gun.  In  the  joss-house  was  an  old 
priest  muttering  and  beating  liis  little  drum,  another  smok- 
ing his  pipe,  and  a  third  aoleep.  A  lialf-starved  dog  seemed 
perishing  under  the  same  vice  of  idlencvss  which  pervades 
the  place.  His  diet  in  a  Buddhist  temple  could  not  be  very 
succulent,  and  his  skin  was  worn  raw  from  lying  all  day 
long  upon  the  stone  floor.  Sloth  had  eaten  into  his  bones. 
Two  or  three  Chinamen,  sailors  from  the  junks,  were  vent- 
ing their  Ey  yaw,"  as  they  examined  the  representations 
of  the  punishments  of  the  Bhuddist  hell.  Not  without 
reason,  for  the  joss-house  of  Tinghai  is  richer  than  any 
temple  I  have  seen  in  ingenious  tortures.  The  kings  of 
hell  sit  in  judguiout  like  Chinese  mandarins.  The  execa- 
tionei*s  are  braying  the  victims  in  mortars^  boiling  them  in 
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furnaces,  skinning  them  witli  knives,  throwing  them  to 
tigers,  squeezing  them  between  boards,  cutting  them  up 
and  lianging  the  bits  on  hooks,  beating  them  with  mallets, 
tormenting  them  with  hot  irons,  all  represented  in  coloured 
plaster  groups  with  a  horrible  fidelity  of  detail,  and  with  an 
ingenuity  of  conception  as  to  the  instruments  emplojed 
which  would  argne  that  the  Buddhist  priests  are  no  con- 
temptible meehaniee^  and  that  it  is  well  for  the  barbarians 
they  are  not  emj^oyed  in  the  inyention  of  warlike  tormm- 
taria, 

1^0  one,  not  even  the  dog,  took  any  notice  of  me.  I 
looked  from  the  top  of  the  hill  down  into  the  city  of 
Tinghai— into  the  snbarb  whioh  extends  from  it  up  to  the 
vater-flide — upon  the  pagoda  and  the  Artillery  Hill — and 
upon  the  English  tombs  which  cover  the  descent  of  the  hill 
upon  which  I  was  standing.  Everything  was  swamp  and 
paddy.  Everything  had  the  same  listless,  unprepared,  care- 
abandoned  air.  There  was  not  a  gun  visible  from  the  spot, 
not  a  moszle  larking  behind  any  one  of  the  hundreds  of 
embrasures  which  I  oonld  connt  around.  A  few  junks 
were  working  up  the  canal  or  river  which  runs  from  the 
harbour  up  to  the  city,  and  some  others  were  unloading 
joss-house  furniture  u])on  the  wharf  below  me.  I  had  heard 
men  of  the  last  war  talk  of  gravel  walks  and  parade-grounds, 
European  houses  and  drained  spaces.  No  vestige  of  any 
such  innovation  remains.  All  is  gone  back  to  Chinese 
notions  of  propriety — squalid  houses  for  Chinamen  to  herd 
in,  paddy-crops  for  Chinamen  to  eat.  These  paddy-fields 
were  now  full  of  water  ;  the  city  also  was  slighty  flooded. 
The  Chinamen  seemed  to  have  clustered  like  dies  upon  the 
only  foul  spot  in  this  beautiful  island. 

I  walked  down  into  the  English  burial-ground.  The 
inscriptions  have  been  torn  away  from  the  square  tomb, 
and  the  obelisk  has  been  broken.  The  Chinese  have 
crowded  the  place  with  the  coffins  of  their  own  dead.  A 
&ilow  who  was  working  there  at  this  pigeon "  addressed 
me  in  the  jaigon  they  use  for  English,  and  told  me  there 
had  been  an  insiurrection  in  the  city  two  days  before.  The 
soldiers  "  had  assembled  from  their  shops  and  had  beaten 
the  mandarin  almost  to  deatb  because  he  had  paid  them 
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tlieir  pay  in  tlie  new  (le[>reciated  cash.  He  ended  by  a 
patiintie  wish  that  we  English  wonUi  come  and  take  the 
islanil  again.  His  English  acquiriMiicnts  showed  that  he 
had  found  his  nccouut  in  the  last  occupation. 

If  it  be  our  policy  to  retake  Chusan,  it  may  be  done  with- 
out the  expenditure  of  a  shot  or  a  life,  provided  it  be  done 
promptly.  I  know  not  where  else  we  can  find  a  basis  for 
naval  operations  upon  the  coast  If  we  have  to  police  the 
Chinese  coast,  or  to  hold  power  in  the  great  inland  waters, 
we  must  have  a  large  naval  depot,  and  that  can  be  no  other 
than  the  harbour  of  Tinghai.  It  will,  however,  be  a  naval 
depdt  and  no  more.   Not  only  past  experience,  but  also  all 

priori  reasoning  shows  that  Chusan  can  never  become  a 
place  of  great  commerce. 

I  had  seen  enough — enoughy  at  least,  for  one  day.  It 
was  raining  a  drizzling  rain  and  blowing  hard.  I  was 
racked  with  rheumatism,  and  tortured  by  that  horrid  pes- 
tilence which  no  one  can  escape,  for  thej  are  the  blossoma 
of  this  flowery  laud — au  eruption  of  boilk  I  sent  into  the 
city  for  coolies  and  a  chair,  to  penetrate  a  little  into  the 
interior  on  the  morrow,  and  I  returned  on  board. 

Tilt!  llosuia  lay  just  abreast  of  a  long,  low  building  of 
European,  or  rather  of  Anglo-Indian,  build — eleven  wiiulows 
and  a  verandah.  Part  of  it  is  now  used  as  a  cusloin-house, 
and  the  rest  is  dirt  and  desolation.  This  was  the  British 
liospital.  The  man  who  chose  that  site  is  guilty  of  many  of 
the  deaths  recorded  in  that  graveyard,  and  also  of  many  of 
those  upon  the  Caraeronian  Hill.  There  are  hills  and  valleys 
close  around  where  at  small  labour  you  might  make  a  little 
Eden.  If  you  must  be  near  the  dirty  town  and  the  Chinese 
samshoo — which,  of  all  Chinese  inventions,  is  the  most 
deadly  to  the  English  soldier — there  is  the  joss-house  hill. 
The  British  hospital  is  placed  on  a  level  with  the  swamp,  in 
full  reek  of  the  paddy-fields,  within  the  circuit  of  the  steuch 
of  that  iilthy  suburb,  and  in  a  spot  where  samshoo  can  be 
conveniently  handed  in  through  every  window  ;  yet  we 
wouder  in  England  that  Chusan  was  found  unhealthy  ! 

I  had  full  opportunity  of  contemplating  this  place. 
sooner  had  I  got  ou  board  than  the  breeze  became  a  gale^ 
and  the  misty  rain  a  driving  storm.   Then  rose  the  tempest 
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— a  tempest  such  as  the  China  seas  only  can  sliow.  It 
lasted  all  night,  and  tlie  next  day,  and  the  next.  During  a 
momentaiy  j)ause  we  saw  through  one  of  the  narrow  islet 
channels  a  large  screw-steamer  carrying  her  funnel  abaft 
her  mainmast,  struggling  down  under  the  mainland.  Some 
one  has  since  said  it  was  the  Durance^  French  transj^ort, 
and  that  she  grounded  at  the  height  of  the  Typhoon.  The 
"  Shanghai  Shipping  List "  afterwards  repeated  this  latter 
report.  It  may  be  so,  but  I  doubt  it.  1  believe  it  wa.s  the 
same  steamer  I  saw  two  days  later  in  company  with  tlie 
Cajyricicusc  fngate  off  Lookong.  She  might  be  the  Durance  ; 
but  wc  did  not  make  her  out  to  be  a^jround,  or  anv  other- 
wise  in  "  durance  vile."  Whatever  she  was,  however,  she 
passed  like  a  spirit  on  this  hurricane.  Outside,  the  typhoon 
was  sweeping  the  seas  and  ravaging  the  coasts.  It  drove 
the  light  ship  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yang-tse-Kiang  from  her 
moorings,  it  strewed  the  junks  about  in  pieces  of  floating 
wreck,  it  broke  down  walk,  it  cast  away  a  three-masted 
English  ship,  and  lifted  a  schooner  over  the  sand  of  the 
south  bank  and  deposited  her  in  the  paddy-fields.  It 
dammed  up  the  waters  of  Wang-poo  and  the  Yung  \  and 
her^  in  this  bay  of  Ohusan,  it  put  junks  adrift  and  bands  of 
wreckers  upon  the  alert.  The  Rodna  had  ground-tackle 
made  for  such  emergencies.  She  drifted  at  first,  but  her 
second  anchor  brought  her  up.  We  were  fortunately  in 
the  best  harbour  on  the  coast  of  China.  After  this  expe- 
rience I  have  a  right  to  speak  well  of  the  harbour  of 
Cbusan. 

On  the  night  of  the  third  day  we  sailed  forth  with  a 
moderate  wind  and  a  bright  moonlight. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

DIPIiOMATIO  HOVBXSNTa 

Arrival  of  Count  Putiatin,  the  Russian  Ambassador — Attitude  ot 
Rus5:ia  towards  China — Rej)ort3  from  the  Interior  of  Canton  City — 
Defenceless  State  of  the  City  of  Ningpo — System  of  Purchase  ia 
the  Aimy  iiiYented  hj  the  Ohnieae — ^English  and  French  Ambts- 
sadors  expected  at  Shanghai— The  Peldn  Gazette  adopts  Yeh'a 
Policy  tcnnurda  Foreigners  at  Shanghai* 

^UAiiGRAi,  Scptemh€rl5. 
The  Russians  have  played  tlie  first  card  in  the  game  which 
is  now  to  come  off  in  the  north.  On  the  2nd  inst.  Count 
Putiatin,  vice-admiral,  aide-de-camp,  general,  governor  of 
Amoor,  minister  [)lenipotentiary  and  ambassador  extraordi- 
naiy  from  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  emperor  of  Russia  to 
the  court  of  Pekin,  landed  in  plain  oostume  and  from  a 
little  boat;  accompanied  by  a  suite  as  unpretending  as  their 
principal.  He  had  left  his  steamer  at  Woosung  to  coal,  and 
took  up  his  residence  with  the  Amezioan  house  of  Russell 
and  Co.  The  only  visits  he  paid,  except  return  visits  of 
ceremony,  "vrere  to  Mr.  Bcale,  an  old  friend,  whose  guest  he 
had  been  when  stationed  here  before  the  war,  and  to  Mr. 
Heard,  the  head  of  another  of  the  piindpal  American 
houses  at  this  port.  Erom  these  little  faatB  some  people 
draw  condusions  as  to  a  probable  ooincidenoe  of  Bossian 
and  American  counsels  in  the  forthcoming  n^otiations. 

Count  Putiatin  left  Petersburg  in  April,  travelled  over- 
land in  seventy  days  to  the  Amoor,  where  he  found  the 
America,  a  paddle-wheel  war-steamer,  built  in  America 
during  the  war,  and  sent  round  the  Horn  and  across  the 
Pacific  by  our  kind  cousins.  The  count  steamed  down  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Peiho,  and^  after  delays  and  much  diffi- 
culty, succeeded  in  despatching  an  announcement  of  his 
mission  to  Pekin.  Having  occupied  the  necessary  interval 
very  agreeably  in  Shanghai,  he  is  now  gone  north  again  to 
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seek  an  answer  to  bis  despatoh.  The  America  lefib  Woosnng 
just  before  the  Typhoon,  and  was  seen  standing  northward 
making  very  heavy  weather.  The  admiral  has  no  force 
witb  Mm,  and  his  embassy  is  evidently  of  an  entirely  padfio 
character. 

It  seems  to  be  tbongbt  here  that  the  objects  of  the 
Russians  extend  no  fortiier  than  to  conyert  their  college 
at  Pekin  into  a  diplomatic  establishn^ent,  and  to  obtain  a 
participation  in  the  privileges  granted  to  nations  ^hereto* 

fore  trading  to  Canton."  With  an  ambassador  at  Pekin 
they  can  work  out  the  rest  at  their  leisure.  Meanwhile  the 
odium  of  all  coercive  measures  iis  lo  he  thrown  upon  the 
Eiiglish  and  the  Freiich. 

We  shall  see  presently  how  this  will  work.  The  count 
will  either  go  to  Pekin,  or  he  will  be  back  here  before  the 
next  mail  leaves.  If  Russia  gains  time  by  this  quick  isolated 
step,  she  also  incurs  risks.  From  the  treatment  she  receives 
we  may  surely  learn  something  that  may  be  useful  to  us. 

The  weather  has  broken  up,  and  we  are  suffering  that 
succession  of  gales  which  marks  the  change  ivom  the  south- 
west to  the  north-east  monsoon.  Steamers,  therefore,  will 
come  slowly  and  at  much  expenditure  of  coal  from  Hong- 
kong hither  ;  and  sailing  ships,  if  these  encumbrances  are  to 
come,  must  be  towed.  After  the  nortli-east  monsoon  has 
settled  into  its  steady  course,  there  are,  however,  usually 
some  weeks  of  fine  weather,  and  we  may  still  iiope  that 
something  will  yet  be  done.  I  believe  the  Pekin  winter  to 
be  a  bugbear.  Lord  Macartney  did  not  leave  Tartary  for 
Pekin  till  the  21st  of  September,  nor  Pekin  till  the  Sth  of 
October*  He  traversed  the  whole  of  China  to  Canton 
between  the  Sth  of  October  and  the  18th  of  December. 

We  have  beard  nothing  here  either  of  the  French  amhas* 
sador  or  of  Lord  Elgin.  But  this  is  not  despiriting,  as, 
according  to  former  computations,  they  are  not  due  at 
Shanghai  till  the  last  'week  in  September.  Perhaps  this 
mail^  as  it  passes  Hongkong  and  Singapore^  may  gather 
some  tidings  of  them  both. 

The  French  show  signs  of  movement.  As  I  came  here 
from  l^gpo,  ve  had  opportunities  of  seeing  the  coast  My 
little  saiUng-boat  sped  from  point  to  point  during  the 
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intervals  of  light  skies  and  moderate  weather ;  and  thou, 
tirheii  night  or  the  gale  grew  heavy,  flew  with  lialf-Kslosed 
wings  before  the  howliug  blast,  and  nestled  in  some  winding 
inland  creek  known  only  to  experienced  opium-runners,  or  . 
the  native  iishermen  or  ]nrates.  During  these  devious  fits  \ 
of  progress  we  saw  the  Capricieuse  French  frigate  trying  to 
make  way  northwards,  and  a  large  steam-transport,  which 
we  thought  to  be  Russian,  but  which  turned  out  to  be  also 
French,  lying  at  anchor  under  a  sheltering  headland. 

This  is  all  the  news  Shanghai  affords.  The  Bussian 
officers  have,  indeed,  been  most  provokingly  candid  and 
circumstantiid  as  to  their  means  of  defence  at  Oastres  Bay 
and  Petropaulovski,  and  as  to  their  escapes.  It  would  be 
easy  to  make  an  amudng  letter  out  of  these  revelations. 
But  cui  bono  f  Let  these  unpleasant  topics  cease.  Some 
Horace  Walpole  is  no  doubt  telflng  the  next  age  all  about  it. 

In  a  former  letter  I  told  you  that  I  had  established  a 
little  channel  of  communication  with  Mr.  Commissioner 
Yeh's  back  parlour  in  CaiiLon.  Unfortunately,  the  difficul- 
ties of  transmission,  translation,  and  testing  make  the  under- 
ground way  very  tortuous.  I  send  you  some  reports, 
however,  which  I  think  you  will  find  interesting.  Subse- 
<iuent  events  have  sliown  that  I  might  have  relied  upon  my 
informant's  first  despatch  more  than  I  felt  justified  at  the 
time  in  doing.  The  proceedings  resjjecting  tlio  overtures 
made  by  the  Americans  are,  we  now  know,  at  least  founded 
on  fact.  The  blockade  which  was,  of  course,  at  once  insti- 
tuted by  the  admiral  when  the  scheme  reached  his  ears,  pub 
a  stop  to  its  execution.  In  a  printed  publication,  having 
something  of  the  character  of  a  newspaper,  which  is  in 
circulation  at  Canton,  it  was  stated  three  weeks  ago  that 
negotiations  for  peace,  together  with  resumption  of  tmde, 
have  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  English  head 
man having  been  compelled  to  leave  for  Calcutta  to  take 
part  iu  the  fighting  that  is  going  on  there,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  these  questions  is  accordingly  for  the  time  postponed 
until  the  American  commissioner  ^'Forbes**  (!)  can  come 
down  from  Shanghai. 

If  it  be  true,  as  my  informant  states,  that  Yeh  has  re* 
moved  all  prohibitions  on  trade,  you  will  probably  hear  of 
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a  brisk  traffic  being  done  at  Macao  in  the  teas,  <fec.,  that 
v/e  know  were  sliut  up  iii  Canton  or  its  vicinity,  as  muck 
of  this  and  other  produce  can  reach  Macao  fi-oni  the  west 
without  risk,  so  long  as  the  port  and  river  of  Caaton  are 
the  only  points  blockaded. 

The  most  important,  however,  is  what  is  said  of  the 
advance  of  the  rebels  towards  Canton.  Shaouhing  is  scarcely 
ninety  miles  w^est  of  Canton,  tlie  river  leads  direct  from  one 
place  to  the  other,  and  there  is  no  ])oint  between  the  two 
at  which  the  passage  of  a  force  coidd  be  disputed.  Our 
best  ho[)e  that  the  rebels  will  not  traverse  those  ninety 
miles  must  be  that  they  know  they  will  £ud  only  famine  at 
their  journey's  end. 

[TranolatioQ.] 
"Report  No.  1. 

"On  the  2Stli  July  Ilowqua  visited  the  yanmn  of  the  Governor^ 
General  (Yeh),  and  waa  received  by  liis  ExcelUncy  in  the  western 
reception-room.  The  iaterriew  lasted  for  a  oonple  of  bours  (Chinese  or 
iEnglisIi  not  specified-HMie  of  the  former  is  equal  to  two  of  ours),  and 
the  attendants  and  every  one  else  were  excluded  from  it*  It  is  impoe* 
sible,  therefore,  to  say  what  formed  the  subject  of  it. 

**  At  about  8  A.M.  on  the  29th,  the  Governor-General  summoned  two 
of  the  linguists  before  him,  and  put  various  questions  to  them,  the 
subject  of  these  questions  being  the  state  of  afiKirs  in  Hongkong  and 
its  vicinity.  He  also  required  the  linguists  to  bring  to  him  an  official 
fetter  that  had  been  brought  to  Whainpoa  by  an  American  ship.  As 
soon  as  the  Governor-General  had  perused  this  letter,  he  ordered  the 
officer  in  charge  of  tlio  gate  of  the  yamuM  tu  inform  Howqua  that  his 
^Excellency  wished  to  sue  him,  and  the  expectant  taoutae  (or  intendaut 
«f  oireuit)  Chin,  was  also  desired  to  wait  upon  his  BxoeHenoy.  The 
aiib}ect  of  the  eonfarenee  held  by  his  Excellency  with  these  officers, 
was  an  application  on  the  part  of  the  Americans  to  be  allowed  to 
trade. 

**  We  hear  that  the  Americans  have  expressed  their  readiness  to 
present  the  Governor-General  with  200,000  dollars,  in  the  event  of  his 
permitting  them  to  carry  on  trade  (at  Canton)  as  heretofore. 

>  ^On  the  80th  of  July,  Howqua  proceeded,  by  direction  of  tho 

Governor-General,  to  Wharapoa,  to  sec  there  tlie  American  consul  and 
other  officers,  and  to  settle  with  them  relative  to  the  permission  given 
to  the  American  merchants  to  ti-ade  at  Fuhshan,  Ghiutsun,  and  other 
places. 

''The  Ajnericaae  had  another  request  to  make — ^namely,  the  grant 
of  an  island  at  which  they  might  cai  ry  on  their  trade  with  China,  but 
tiie  Grownor-General  said  he  could  decide  on  nothing  in  reference  to- 
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tluii  tmporia&t  matter  without  previoiuly  briogiag  the  eabject  to  the 

notice  of  the  Emperor. 

"  Letters  have  been  received  from  Foochow,  stating  that  the  com- 
mittee (for  supplies  of  war)  at  lS:uitai,  the  suburb  by  the  bridge, 
resolved  on  levying  a  tax  on  Patna  opium  uf  i'urty  dollars  per  chest, 
and  four  dollars  per  ten  catties  on  Malwa  and  Tvaehey  opium, 

''The  GoTemor-Goieial  tookoocanon  only  recently  to  inform  all  the 
high  principal  officers,  comprising  the  principal  Committee  for  War 
Suivplie^t,  tljat  as  the  barbarians  now  desired  to  treat  for  pencp,  some 
relaxatio!!  might  bo  allowed  iu  the  strict  t^uard  hitherto  maintained, 
and  that  with  this  view  the  (or  certain  oi  the)  city  gates  might  be 
<^>ened,  and  traffic  again  permitted.  Subsequently  to  the  issue  of  thea» 
orders,  reports  vere  repeatedly  received  ol  Shaonhing  being  greatly 
distressed  by  lebc^  who,  it  would  appear,  have  invested  uiat  city. 
Directions  were  thereupon  given  for  the  despatch  of  some  of  the 
officers,  soldiers,  and  braves  who  had  been  employed  against  the 
barbarians,  to  relieve  the  said  city  by  extirpating  the  rebels,  and 
accordingly  a^vrce  embarked  in  seventy  boats,  under  the  orders  of  Soo- 
hai,  bound  to  Kaonming,  a  district  city  near  to  Shaonhing.  This  force 
took  its  departure  on  the  25th  and  26th  of  July,  and  on  the  2nd  inst. 
word  cime  that  it  had  sustained  a  severe  defeat,  many  of  the  boats 
having  been  burnt,  and  the  whole  force  scattered.  Soohai  himself  was 
among  the  missing. 

"Ae  29th  of  July  being  the  emperor^s  birthday,  all  the  ])rovincial 
•  authorities  were  in  attendance  at  gunfire,  in  the  temple  dedicated  Uy 
his  Majesty,  where  they  did  reverence  before  the  sacred  tablet.  For 
^  peven  days — namely,  from  the  26th  of  July  to  the  1st  of  August— they 
all  appeared  in  public  in  full  unifoim.'* 

"Report  No.  2. 

''The  following  particulars  have  been  taken  from  the  records  iu  the 
yamun  of  the  Governor-General 

(The  first  report  describes  the  measures  taken  by  the  Governor- 
Gmnd  to  pretent  the  exportation  of  copper  cash  to  Shanghai,  his 
iatervieiHi  with  the  prefect  and  magistrates  of  Canton,  and  the  (miem 
issued  resulting  in  the  arrest  of  twelve  of  the  monsy-chaogers,  whOy. 
U  was  understood,  would  be  severely  punished,  &c.] 

"On  the  6th  of  August  the  Governor-General  summoned  Lin 
Fuhshing,  an  expectant  prefect,  and  one  of  the  officers  on  the 
Committee  for  the  Supplies  of  War.  Shaonhing^  it  appears,  has  been 
invested  by  a  rebel  force,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  swollen  state- 
of  the  West  Kiver,  swept  down  past  Fungchuen  and  Tihhing,  two 
cities  near  the  borders  of  Kwangsi  province  and  about  150  miles  to 
the  west  of  Shaouhing,  their  advance  being  greatly  assisted  by  means 
d  huge  rafts  constructed  of  heavy  iHpars  hu&d  together,  and  having 
fires  lighted  at  the  foremost  end.  Their  presence  before  Shaonhing 
oceantoned  the  grsatest  di:jtress  and  alarm  In  that  city.  X  ws  had 
previously  been  received  (at  Canton)  of  the  defeat  of  SooUai's  (late 
admiral  at  Escape  Cr«»ek)  fleets  with  the  loss  of  seventy  junks :  the. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BEPO&TS  FBOK  UY  CAJNTON  SPY. 


nnm'ber  of  missinjr  solcliers  and  ofScern  had  not  been  ascertained.  The 
Governor-Geneml's  object  in  now  summoning  Lin  Fuhshing,  was  to 
direct  liini  to  go  to  th©  relief  of  that  place  with  1,000  of  the  Lin 
Braves  (a  body  raised  for  the  defence  of  Canton  by  bis  father^  who 
acted  at  one  time  as  cbief  magistrate  of  Shangh^,  therefoie  called  lAn 
Braves — the  braves  raised  by  Lin),  and  the  Governor-General  authorized 
him  to  hire  thirty  fast  boats  to  serve  as  transports,  and  to  travel  day 
and  night.  Kwan  Tapir,  the  military  commander-in-chief  of  the  whole 
province,  is  holding  Shaouhing  against  the  rebels  with  about  2,000 
regulars. 

On  the  7ih  of  Angnst,  the  Gorernor^General  ordered  the  acting 
taontal  Le  and  tiie  expectant  prefect  Chin  to  take  a  linguist  with 

thera,  and  })roceed  to  Ta  Shih  and  Changchow  to  confer  witli  the 
American  mercbauts  there,  but  the  particular  nature  of  the  business 
did  not  transpire. 

"Again,  all  the  boats  at  Chintsun,  Kiangman  (towns  of  supply  for 
Onrton  and  Maoao),  and  other  places,  that  have  been  lying  there  hdea 
with  tea  and  silk  and  other  produce,  have  received  passes  from  the 
Chinese  authorities?  allowing  them  to  proceed  to  3£acao  and  to  trade , 
there  with  the  foreign  merchants. 

•*  The  principal  officers  on  the  Committee  for  the  Supplies  of  War, 
viz.,  the  Commissioner  of  Finance  and  Commissioner  of  Justice  (being 
the  bighert  officers  of  the  province  next  to  the  Governor-General  and 
Governor),  had  an  audience  of  the  Governor-General  to  discuss  in  an> 
informal  manner  the  condition  of  the  funds  at  their  disposal.  They 
represented  that  they  had  already  delivered  to  the  committee  th& 


lowing  recent  contributions  : — 

Taels. 

From  the  Shuntih  district   150,000 

From  the  Heangshan  disfcriot        •   120,00(^ 

7k!om  tibe  Sinhwuy  district. .    120,00^ 

As  well  as  additional  contiibntiona  or  per-centoges 
freoa  other  loaroea  of  • 


Total   468,000 


^Thegr  further  represented  that  now,  while  the  haiharian  aHUnr 

remained  unsettled,  the  daily  expenditure  of  the  committee  for  the 
hire  of  junks,  braves,  and  their  equipments  amounted  to  upwards  of 
12,000  taels,  and  that  this  sum  would  now  be  further  increased  by  ' 
upwards  of  7,500  taels,  in  consequence  of  the  additional  outlay  they 
were  obliged  to  incur  to  provide  means  for  chedLlng  the  alumm^^ 
adnmoe  of  the  rebels  wpaa  ttmonhmg ;  that  therefore  the  incoinings 
were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure,  and  they  accordingly 
moVed  the  Governor-General  to  appoint  a  deputation,  consisting  of  a 
taoutai  and  a  prefect,  with  ten  associates  of  the  rank  of  district 
magistrates,  to  make  a  tour  through  all  the  districts  of  the  province, 
to  raise  therein  all  the  contributions  in  their  power,  making  returns  <rf  ' 
the  same  evwy  three  menllis  to  the  pro^ndal  government. 
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Hid  proposal  received  the  aasent  of  the  GoTenior<36iiAnil,  wlio 
■aid  that  the  appoiatmeDi  of  tiie  officers  who  were  to  oompoee  the 

deputation  should  be  made  on  the  11th  or  12t]i  of  Aucrust. 

"  The  levy  of  an  import  duty  on  opium,  both  in  the  viceroyalty  of 
the  two  Kiang  provinces  and  in  that  of  Fuhkien  and  Chehkiang,  has 
been  o££ciaU^  announced  (by  the  guveraors-general  of  those  proviocea 
to  the  Government  of  Kwangtuug),  and  Us  Ezoellenoy  the  super* 
intenJent  of  maritime  customs  at  Canton  and  the  Governor-General 
Yeh  have  despatched  a  joint  memorial  to  the  Court,  be^ng  to  be 
instructed  whether  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  the  sume  course 
should  be  adopted  in  these  provinces.  This  memorial  was  sent  off  in 
the  charge  of  a  special  otiicer  on  the  8th  instant. 

"  The  Le  Szeting  (a  Tartar  chriUan)  reported  the  issue  of  rations  to 
the  Tartar  troops  for  the  fifth  month  (May-Jmie).  On  this  occasion 
7*10ths  had  been  issued  in  grain  and  3-lOths  ia  cash,  the  total  amouDt 
of  grain  being  7,GO0  sliih,  and  of  cash  S,200  teaou  and  upwards.  (A 
shih  is  about  equal  to  a  picul,  133ibs.  ;  a  teaou  is  1,000  cash,  about 
Ojf.  Sd.) 

*'  On  the  8th  instant  mi  officer  reporied  his  retom  from  Fekio,  and 
that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  present,  consisting  of  incense»  deers*  sinews 
(which  are  stewed  into  a  soup— a  great  Chinese  luxury),  and  other 
things.  Avhich  the  Emperor  had  been  pleased  to  confer  on  Yeh'a  father. 
These  were  accordingly  received  in  state  iu  the  viceroy's  yamun. 

*^  J)<Ued  Cakton,  AvguU  10." 

[Translation.] 

"  Report  No.  8, 

"  Nok  ofi  Occurrmeei  in  "the  T&mun  of  the  Imperial  High 
'  - "  Ommimwer  Tw. 

**Avgust20, 

**  One  of  the  .<yceroy,*s  messengers  ^an  officer)  arrived  to  day  from 
Pekin.  He  brought  a  despatdi  from  the  Kuy-woo-foo  (or  office  for  the 
management  of  tlie  Imp^nai  household),  stating  that  the  Emperor  had 

been  pleased  to  direct  that  the  superintendent  of  maritime  customs  for 
the  province  of  Kwangtung  (or  hoppo  of  Canton)  should  continue  to 
hold  that  appointment  for  another  year.  A  second  despatch  from  the 
Kuy-woo-foo  enclosed  eight  taels'  weight  of  pearls  and  370  pieces  uf 
gUDseng,  the  Taine  of  wmch,  estimated  at  114,000  taels,  the  hoppo  is 
teqnired  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  household.  He  has  given 
notice  of  his  readiness  to  pay  74,000  taels,  but  has  applied  to  the 
Governor-General  to  call  on  the  salt  commissioner  for  the  remaining 
sum  of  40,000  taels. 

"  A  despatch  was  also  received  from  the  Board  of  War  (at  Pekin), 
urging  the  tnmsmiasion  without  further  deUy  of  the  following  supplies 
for  the  use  of  the  main  army  near  Nankin  :— 170,000  ta^  of  silver, 
8,000  catties  of  gunpowder,  1,000  catties  of  bullets. 

**  The  governor  (Piii  Kwei)  had  an  interview  to-day  with  the  viceroy 
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on  the  subject  of  supplies  required  for  the  army  in  Hoonan.  The  com- 
miasiooera  who  have  to  ^  i  ovide  for  the  necessary  manitioos  for  that 
force  have  sent  an  officer  to  Canton  to  purchase  2,000  rattan  shields 
and  500  foreign  muskets,  and  their  excellencies  had  to  consider  whom 
they  should  depute  to  procure  the  latter  either  at  Hongkong  or 
Macao. 

Tsang-fungn-een,  the  admiral  commanding  at  Yang  Kiang  (in 
Shaonhing  department),  and  Wei-tse-pang,  commanding  the  naval 
station  at  Shuntih  (between  the  Bogue  and  Canton),  were  admitted  to 
an  interview  with  the  Governor-General,  nnd  received  directions  to 
thke  under  their  orders  3,000  reguLars  and  militia ;  and  having  em- 
barked them^n  fifty  war-boats  and  thirty  cargo-boats,  to  proceed  with 
them  to  the  reHef  of  Wooehow  with  all  posriUe  despatch. 

"  The  head  committee  for  the  supplies  of  war  issued  20,000  taels  of 
mlver  to  certain  officers  deputed  by  them  to  purchase  at  Chin-tsun  and 
Kiang-mun  10,000  piculs  of  rice,  which  it  is  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  forward  immediately  to  Wooehow,  under  convoy  of  a  force  of 
i>00  men  that  have  been  told  ofi  for  the  purpose. 

**  The  commisrioners  of  finance  and  of  justice  waited  upon  the 
viceroy  to  report  to  him  the  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  h^td  com- 
mittee for  the  supplies  of  war.  They  have  still  in  hand  581,000  taels, 
Vait  this  sum,  it  appears,  is  not  more  than  snfficient  to  meet  the 
demands  that  will  be  made  upon  them  during  the  first  ten  days  of  this 
month  (August-September).  They  therefore  suggested  that  officers 
should  be  deputed  to  visit  the  various  districts  in  the  vicinity  o£ 
Canton,  in  order  to  secure  the  prompt  payment  and  immediate  trans* 
mission  to  Canton  of  fresh  contributions. 

The  Prefect  of  Canton  reported  that  the  Wan-ming  gate  (on  the- 
south  face  of  the  old  city)  had  been  again  opened  and  placed  in  the 
charge  of  an  officer  and  guard. 

"  His  Excellency.  Shwang^  the  Tartar  liieutenant-General  of  the 
right  divisioD  (of  the  garrison),  had  an  interview  with  the  viceroy,  to 
request  his  assistance  in  procuring  for  the  use  of  the  naval  brigade  to 
be  attached  to  the  Tartar  force  1,200  jackets  of  cow-hide  and  600 
foreign  muskets.  The  head  committee  for  supplies  of  war  were  directed 
to  arrange  for  the  purchase  of  these  artidesy  the  coet^  amounting  to 
upwjurds  of  TyOOO  taelfl^  being  defrayed  by  the  Tartar  commander-in- 
chief. 

"  Anffutt  23. 

**  Beports  were  received  to-day  from  the  west  (of  the  province).  It 
appears  that,  although  the  rebels  of  Tihhing  and  Fungchuen  have 
fallen  back,  Wooehow  is  suffering  severely  from  the  long  sieire,  nnd  is. 
now  without  provisions.  In  the  middle  of  the  sixth  month  ^beginning 
of  August)  a  tad  (or  ounce)  of  silver  could  only  purchase  ten  ounces  of 
rioe,  uid  both  soldien  and  people  were  dying  in  great  numbers.  This 
slender  supply  of  grain  is  now  ezbaustea,  and  hides,  offal,  birds,  rats, 
and  other  vermin,  are  eagerly  sought  after  as  food.  The  sufferings  of 
the  survivors  cannot  be  dcsci  ibed.  They  make  the  most  urgent  aynieals 
for  assistance  or  relief  of  any  kiud^  and  the  viceroy  has  called  upon  tho 
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difierttnt  tradewngn  and  dioplveepers  to  contnbate  dried  meat,  dried 
potatoes,  rice,  cakes,  and  portable  foods  of  that  nature^  whioharetQ  be 
oonveyed  to  Woochow  as  fast  as  they  are  received. 

'*  A  viceroy's  messenger  left  for  Pekin  with  three  meroorials  from 
bis  ExceUency  Yeb  to  the  Throne,  one  reporting  the  remission  of  six 
moDibB*  taxes  to  tlie  inhabitanto  of  Stnhing^  Siuniiig,  Kamiming^  and 
other  districts  in  the  vicinity  of  Shaoubing ;  anothar  announciag  tbe 
arrival  of  the  governor  (Pihkwei),  and  his  resumption  of  office ;  and 
the  other  reporting  the  recent  descent  of  the  rebels  upon  ShaouiuDgy 
the  defeat  of  the  Imperial  iieet^  and  the  death  of  Soobai. 

August  24. 

An  officer  from  the  department  of  Chaoa-cboW-foo  (in  tbe  east  of 
the  province)  reported  his  arrival  at  Canton  as  bearer  of  65,000  tnels, 
which  had  been  contributed  by  the  mercantile  chasses  of  Chaou-chow. 
The  viceroy  directed  that  the  money  should  be  paid  over  to  the  com- 
initteo,  and  that  tbe  offioer  should  be  admitted  to  an  amdienee  to- 
morrow. 

**  The  district  magistrate  of  Shuntib,  near  the  Bogne^  reported  his 

arrival  with  137,000  taels,  being  the  amount  realized  upon  the  lands 
and  pro])erty  of  rebels,  or  people  in  tlicir  interest,  that  had  lately  been 
sequestered.  The  viceroy  directed  the  delivery  of  the  money  to  the 
oommittee,  and  the  admmon  of  the  magistrate  to  an  andienoe  to* 
morrow. 

The  district  magistrate  of  Kanhai  reported  the  detection  of  certain 
frauds  in  the  collection  of  the  sums  which  the  pork-butchers  of  Canton 
had  been  called  upon  to  contribute.  The  fraud  had  been  committed  by 
the  butchers  themselves,  and  the  magistrate  was  authorized  to  proceed 
against  them  for  the  sums  that  had  been  short  paid,  amonnting  to 
18,000  taels." 

Sa<^  ttvo  ili6  feports  of  my  Ouitovi  spy. 

In  my  last  letter  I  ventured  to  point  out  that  when 
England  assumed  the  character  of  champion  of  all  civilized 
nations  she  incurs  some  rather  onerous  responsibilities.  If 
all  are  to  share  in  the  advantages  she  claims  for  herself 
she  is  bound  to  guarantee  to  the  Chinese  that  by  none  shall 
those  advantages  be  abused.  I  must  recur  to  this  subject, 
even  at  the  risk  of  being  tedious,  for  it  is  a  most  important 
topic  for  oonddezation  in  any  future  treaty. 

Everjr  one  vrho  looks  at  China  from  the  English  point  of 
view  must  now  be  satisfied  that  no  treaty  can  be  worth  tiie 
powder  which  salntes  its  signature  if  it  do  not  stipulate  that 
China  shall  become  one  of  the  great  &mily  of  dnHzed 
nations  Foolish  people  treat  children  ^th  sdtemate  coax- 
ings and  floggings^  and  John  Bui],  with  a  certain  conceited 
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pity,  has  so  treated  Jolin  Chinaman.  Treat  him  as  a  man, 
and  exact  from  him  the  duties  of  a  civilized  man,  and  you 
will  have  no  further  trouble  with  him. 

The  port  of  Isingpo  is  an  example  of  what  a  hundred 
other  large  cities  will  be  when  you  have  obtained  your 
object  of  an  unrestricted  trade  up  all  the  great  rivers  on  all 
the  coasts  of  China.  It  is  what  Hangchow,  Chin-Kiang, 
and  Nankin  will  be.  Your  direct  trade  is  onlv  to  the  im- 
mediate  district ;  the  carrying  trade  will  attract  ships  from 
all  Euroj)ean  countries.  Hamburg  sends  more  sliips  up  the 
Ningpo  river  than  even  England.  Every  petty  nation  that 
has  a  liag  to  lend  or  sell  is  represented  either  by  its  square- 
rigged  ships  or  by  its  nondescript  lorchas.  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  and  Hambiug  and  Holland,  and  Spain  and  For- 

,  tugal^  are  all  Christian  nations,  all  have  traded^  or  say  they 
hskYe  tradedy  to  Canton,  and  all  liave  flags  under  which 
honest  men  and  scoundrels  may  equally  claim  treaty  rights. 
Bat  these  nations  have  no  consols  and  no  men  of  war  to 
keep  the  peace.  If  an  English,  an  Ameiicaii,  or.  a  IVmoh 
ship  comes  to  I^ingpo,  she  must  pay  her  tonnage-dues  and 
get  her  grand  chop  before  she  can  clear  out*  If  an  armed 
Hamburg  ship  ixnues  up  the  river  she  does  as  she  pleases, — 
that  is  to  say,  she  pays  no  tonnage-dues,  to  the  obvious  dis- 

.  advantage  of  the  ships  of  the  great  Powers.  The  other  di^ 
five  Europeans  boaxoed  a  €9ihiese  junk  in  that  xiver^  Bsad, 
under  pretenoe  of  being  cheers  en^tled  to  see  her  papers^ 
plundered  her  of  all  the  silver  she  had  on  board*  Complaint 
was  made* 

One  of  the  pirates  was  found  to  be  an  Eng^lish  subject — 
one  Murphy — ^he  was  tried  before  the  consul  and  sentenced 
to  two  years*  impriscmment.  Several  of  the  others  were 
Europeans^  subjects  of  nations  represented  by  no  authorities 
here;  ^are  vHita m  p<nioer  to  Unk^  them. 

This  is  a  difficult  which  must  be  met,  if  we  would  not 
^open  up  China'*  to  all  the  outlaws  of  Europe ;  but  it  is 
not  insurmountable.  Let  it  be  part  of  the  treaty  stipu- 
lation that  no  nation  shall  claim  the  advantages  of  a  treaty 
power  except  under  conditions.  Let  one  of  those  conditions 
be,  that  when  that  nation  is  unrepresented  at  any  port  the 
two  senior  consuls,  or  the  English,  French,  and  Americau 
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consuls,  or  tlie  coiikuI  chosen  by  the  other  resident  consuls 
for  that  purpose,  shall  have  the  consular  power  over  the 
subjects  of  the  nation.  I  believe  that  to  rentier  the  remedy 
perfect  you  must' go  still  further,  and  provide  that  the  re- 
sident consuls  shall  assist  each  other  with  any  force  at  their 
command  in  order  to  preserve  order  and  enforce  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty.  The  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
coninierce  will  teach  China  how  to  defend  herself  I  noted 
these  remarks  at  Ningpo  in  sii^lit  of  an  armed  commercial 
steamer  and  four  large  ship-riirged  vessels,  all  owned  by 
merchants  of  Ningpo  who  wear  tails  and  carry  fans.  At 
present,  however,  Chinese  mandarins  in  this  peaceful  North 
dread  all  hostile  contact  with  Europeans  who  are  not  For- 
*   tuguese,  and  it  is  rather  our  policy  to  cherish  this  feeling. 

The  case  of  Tobin,  the  man  who  went  up  the  country  to 
collect  "  convoy  money,"  or,  in  plain  English,  to  rob  with 
violence,  is  another  embarrassment.  The  man  is  dead,  and 
the  circumstances  are,  it  appears,  worse  than  they  were  first 
reported.  When  he  had,  either  in  anger  or  by  mischance^ 
shot  one  of  his  Chinese  comrades,  the  villagers  seized  him 
and  lashed  his  arms  and  legs  to  a  bamboo  pole,  passed  up 
his  hack.  The  poor  wretch's  torments  must  have  been 
fearfuL  He  oould  not  lie,  he  could  not  sit ;  the  thongs 
^ere  eating  through  his  flesli,  and  his  wounds  were  fester- 
r  ing  in  the  sun.  A  little  boiled  rice  was  daily  put  into  his 
mouthy  and  that  was  aU.  Six  days  he  endured  this.  On 
the  serenth  he  was  taken  to  Dr.  Parker's  hospital,  bis 
wrists^  and  legs^  and  back,  all  covered  with  sloughing  sores. 
He  had  been  tortured  to  death,  and  he  died. 

Now,  this  is  the  most  important  fact  that  has  occurred 
since  the  late  war.  The  affair  of  the  Arrow  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  it.  It  is  the  murder  of  a  British  subject. 
There  is  no  reason  to  regret  that  this  wretched  ruffian  has 
ceased  to  live  ;  but  we  must  recollect  that  he  was  tortured 
to  death,  not  because  he  was  a  robber,  but  because  one  of 
his  own  fellow-ruffians  was  slain.  The  conduct  of  the 
villagers  was  in  direct  contravention  of  the  treaty,  and  the 
precedent,  if  allowed,  will  apply  to  any  Englishman  who 
may  acddentally  violate  Chinese  law  while  in  pursuit  of 
peaceful  avocations. 
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I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Meadows  will  deal  with  this 
matter  with  the  temper  and  firmness  it  requires.  The  elder 
of  the  village  must  be  made  accountable  for  this  English  (or 
rather  Irish)  life  as  he  would  have  been  accountable  for  a 
Chinese  life,  and  the  reparation  should  be  very  public. 
Otherwise  any  treaty  will  be  a  dead  letter.  To-day  the 
victim  is  a  worthless  outlaw  ;  next  year  the  victim's  name 
may  be  Jardine,  or  Dent,  or  Perceval,  or  Cibb,  or  Fletcher. 

As  I  thought  the  English  public  may  like  to  know  what 
preparations  the  Chinese  are  making  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  i^ingpo,  and  what  probability  there  is  of  a  re^^etition  of 
the  occurrences  of  the  last  war^  I  determined  to  spend  a 
few  days  in  a  anrvey  of  the  scenes  of  our  most  important 
conflicts. 

I  believe  that  John  Bull  will  be  utterly  disappointed  of 
anything  like  a  fight.  Kingpo  itself  is  defended  along  the 
whole  extent  of  its  walls  by  two  gunSy  whose  explosion 
would  be  terrific  and  cause  immediate  destruction  to  all 

•  who  should  approach— to  fire  them. 

It  is  said  there  are  a  thousand  soldiers  in  the  city,  and 
the  aesertion  is  very  probable*  But  the  Chinese,  who  in* 
▼ented  everything,  invented  that  system  of  purchase  which 
13  the  ornament  and  safeguard  of  oar  military  system.  They 
oarxy  out  the  principle  further  than  we  have  yet  done.  In 
China  a  soldier  receives  a  certain  modicum  of  cash  and  rice, 
amounting  perhaps  to  sixpence  a  day,  he  attends  parade 
now  and  then  when  called  upon,  and  he  works  at  his  trade 
at  all  other  times.  This  is  an  advantageous  position,  and 
the  mandarins  take  care  he  shall  not  get  it  for  nothing. 
From  fifteen  to  thirty  dollars,  according  to  the  demand,  is 
the  price  paid  for  his  commission  by  a  private  in  the 
Chinese  army.  Some  time  since  some  tall  strong  Shantung 
fellows  who  were  out  of  employ  wished  to  enlist.  Their 
offer  was  laughed  at,  and  some  old  men  and  cripples  whose 
friends  wished  to  provide  for  them  in  the  army  of  the 
Empire  were  duly  registered.  I  believe  that  if  at  any 
moment  Commander  Dew  were  to  land  his  seventeen  ma- 
.  rines  and  proceed  to  the  toutai's  yamun,  and  were  to  toll 

•  him  that  his  sovereign  had  resolved  to  annex  Ningpo  and 
the  surrounding  plain,  and  that  Mr*  Consul  Meadows  now 
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leagued  as  ioatai,  the  old  gentkman  would  simply  protesc 
tliat  Book  oondoet  was  ^  most  umoascniable'*  ana  would  be 
led  away  like  a  lamb.  As  to  tbe  people,  they  are  so  worn 
out  with  continual  "  squeezes  "  that  a  judicious  proclamatioa 
would  quite  reconcile  them  to  the  change. 

Shavohai,  Sejpt.  20. 

Since  the  JRemi  started  with  the  mail  and  my  despatch^ 
we  have  the  semi-monthly  from  England  ^vith  dates  to  the 
28th  of  July.  Messrs.  Jardine's  house,  in  tlieir  usual  grand 
seigneur  way  of  doing  things,  despatch  a  fast  private  steamer 
to  overtake  the  mail  or  perhaps  to  outstrip  it.  So  I  have 
an  opportunity  for  more  last  words. 

I  have  nothing  to  chronicle,  liowever,  except  the  blank 
disappointment  of  all  the  English  residents  at  the  news  just 
received.  Delhi  not  fallen,  and  Lord  Palmerston's  Pekin. 
monomania  strong  upon  him.  We  had  hoped  that  Lord 
iElgin,  sharing,  as  we  all  believe  he  does,  the  universal  feel- 
ing here,  would  have  obtained  leave  to  allow  the  Bnssians 
and  the  French  to  go  up  and  each  get  his  kick  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Feibo^  while  he  stayed  south  and  took  Canton.  The 
Knssiaii  has  got  over  his  twenty  days'  naval  koo-too.  The 
Frenchman  comes  on  very  leisurely  to  take  his  tam  of 
humiliation.  Lord  Elgin  may  now,  I  suppose^  be  expected 
in  about  a  fortnight.  He  also,  with  the  navy  of  England, 
mnst  danoe  attendance  in  a  sea  of  winter  tempesto  while  the 
petty  mandarin  at  the  month  of  the  Pekin  river  is  caloulating 
how  long  he  can  keep  up  the  exhibition  of  the  humiliation 
of  the  ^  barbarians.**  Oh !  that  narrow  blue  ribband  of  the 
Foreign  Office.  It  is  haxderi  and  tougher,  and  stiifier  than 
the  red  tape  of  the  CSronmlooation  Offioe ;  it  swathes  the 
energies  of  nations,  while  the  red  tape  only  cripples  a  clerk. 
The  Emperor  has  just  taken  pains,  by  an  announcement  in 
the  FcJcln  Gazett€y  to  let  the  world  know  that  he  is  informed 
of  and  approves  Yell's  doings  at  CauLon.  France  and  Russia 
have  no  casus  belli — they  have  no  flictories  destroyed,  no 
steamers  taken  and  burnt,  no  proclamations  of  head-money 
to  resent.  They  have  their  quarrel  to  seek,  and  they  go  up, 
therefore,  and  offer  their  faces  to  the  smiter.  We  are  in  the 
position  of  that  valorous  individual  who  said,  "Sir,  you  have 
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tweaked  mynose^  yon  have^  kick ed  me  behind,  you  have 
knocked  my  hat  over  my  eyes !  Take  care,  sir ;  you  may 
go  too  far ;  you  may  rouse  the  sleeping  lion  ! "  Oh  for  one 
three  months  of  the  elder  Pitt !  He  would  have  tel^pnaphed 
— Take  Oauton  and  hold  it  with  your  present  force.**  And 
it  would  have  been  done ;  for,  although  the  authorities  here 
are  afraid  of  her  Majesty's  opposition/'  they  are  not  afraid 
of  Chinamen.  With  Oanton  takeui  and.  some  gunboats  at 
Tien-sing,  we  might  write  our  own  treaty  and  have  it  signed 
an  three  month& 

But  no  ;  years,  and  millioDfl^  and  perhaps  fleeter  certainly 
human  lives,  must  be  sacrificed  to  the  pedantfy  of  diplomacy. 
Somehow  or  other  those  six  black  rams  who  are  reputed  to 
be  the  genii  of  Canton  city  seem  to  have  obtained  seats  in 
our  House  of  Commons. 

Then  we  are  told  that  sailing-ships  can  carry  troops  faster 
than  steam-ships,  and  judging  from  the  choice  made,  we  are 
also  to  believe  that  regular  old  water-bruisers  with  indifferent 
antecedents  are  better  than  good  screw-vessels.  I  find  that 
some  people  here  know,  or  profess  to  know,  something  about 
these  ships — what  one  of  them  was  sold  for,  and  how  many 
times  that  amount  her  charter  to  China  will  bring,  what 
happened  to  anotlier  of  them,  and  so  on.  However,  let  us 
hope  that  they  will  bring  iis  our  1,500  marines  out  in  time 
to  eat  their  Christmas  dinner  in  Canton. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

MISCELLANEOUS  NEWa 

Prospects  of  the  Silk  Trade — Disturbances  in  tlie  Silk  District.s — Tea 
—  Opium — Little  Panics  at  Hongkong — Lord  Elgin  abandons  his 
Intention  of  Proceeding  inamediately  to  Pekin — Sir  F.  Nicholsoa's 
Ubservatious  oa  the  late  TypbooQ — Praotioal  Deduction  m  to  the 
DeairabiUty  of  Chuaan  Harbour. 

Shanghai,  Sept.  27. 
This  morning  the  Noma,  Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamer 
(extra),  starts  for  Siiez^  with  1,500  bales  of  silk.  She  has 
been  put  on  entirely  for  commercial  purposes,  and  will  pro* 
bablj  go  round  by  Bombay.  It  is  qnite  uncertain,  there- 
fore, whether  her  letters  will  arrive  earlier  than  the  next 
regular  mail,  so  that,  even  if  I  had  any  political  news  to 
communicate^  this  is  not  a  fiivourable  opportunity. 

The  few  words  I  have  to  say,  therefore,  must  be  of  com- 
mercial matters — a  little  Kialto  talk. 

Silk  is  in  Shanghai  just  now  what  the  "  Derby"  is  at 
Tattersall^s  early  in  May.  Every  one  is  talking  about  it, 
and  some  are  speculating  in  it.  The  Chinamen  are  afraid  of 
the  news  by  the  next  mail,  and  have  reduced  their  demands 
by  twenty  dollars  a  bale.  Some  people  think  they  see  their 
way  dear  with  this  reduction,  and  have  bought  up  3,000 
bales.  Others^  however,  believe  that  tliis  will  not  do.  They 
argue  that  the  statistics  of  sill^  the  stocks  in  England,  the 
stocks  in  France,  and  the  12,000  bales  actually  in  Shanghai, 
look  bad  for  high  prices ;  that  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world 
to  be  mpjyrim^  is  a  silk  dress ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  pre- 
sent demands  are  dangerously  high.  Of  this  opinion  are  the 
Capulets  and  the  Montagues  of  this  settlement.  So  John 
Chinaman  is  likly  to  keep  a  largo  portion  of  his  12,000  bales, 
and  also  of  his  80,000  bales  up  tlic  country,  unless  he  can 
make  up  his  mind  to  lower  bis  prices. 

But  our  loug-tuiled  friend      very  rich.     lie  has  bceii 
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tenipted  by  last  year's  high  prices  to  sell  all  that  hoarded 
box-silk  which  Ohiuameii  (whose  civilization  does  not  extend 
to  a  national  debt  or  to  joint-stock  banking  establishments) 
are  in  the  habit  of  laying  by  for  rainy  days.  He  can  afford, 
therefore,  to  hold,  and  at  present  he  is  not  inclined  to  drop 
very  low. 

A  curious  illustration  of  Chinese  government  has  arisen 
from  the  sudden  wealth  accumulated  in  the  silk  districts  by 
the  demand  and  the  prices  of  the  last  two  year?^.  The  man- 
darins (as  in  our  ignorance  we  call  all  Chinese  officials,  from 
a  sergeant  or  a  tide-waiter  to  a  governor  or  a  prime  minister) 
went  forth  into  the  country  where  wealth  was  said  to  have 
accumulated  for  a  general  "  squeeze."  The  official  eye  had 
marked  the  sponge  to  swells  and  the  official  hand  descended 
to  press  it.  But  the  country  folk  do  not  manure  their 
mulberry* trees,  and  pick  tbeir  leaves,  and  breed  thdr  mUk- 
wormsi  and  'wind  their  cocoons  for  mere  amusement*  They 
flew  to  arms — ^which  were  probably  their  bamboo  carrying- 
poles — and  droTe  the  squeezing  party  out  of  the  country. 
"  Tread  upon  a  vonn  and  it  will  turn,"  say  we  English,  in 
one  of  those  pompous  falsehoods  which  pass  from  mouth  to 
mouth  as  coined  wisdom.  The  Chinese  .silkworm-breeder 
ought  to  have  known  that  if  you  tread  hard  enough  and  full 
enough  the  worm  will  not  turn,  but  will  squeeze.  The  man- 
darin party  certainly  knew  this.  They  sent  to  Hangchow 
for  soldiers — ^they  returned  and  set  fire  to  the  village  whence 
they  had  been  ejected— and  now  what  was,  when  I  traversed 
it  last  month,  the  most  prosperous  district  of  China,  is  being 
visited  with  all  the  blessings  of  immediate  Imperial  atten- 
tion. I  should  not  wonder  if  this  matter  spreadi  for  a 
Chinaman  will  fight  for  his  dollars. 

Tea,  they  tell  me^  is  selling  at  from  6d.  to  8d.  per  pound 
dearer  in  Shanghai  than  it  is  in  England.  The  wise  men 
say  that  the  first  crop  having  been  lost,  and  the  stocks  being 
low,  this  uncomfortable  state  of  things  is  likely  to  continue. 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  opium  has  reached  a 
tremendous  price,  so  that  the  opium-smoker — and  every  man 
■who  wears  a  tail  in  these  parts  takes  an  occasional  whiff- 
will  po!\sovero  in  his  bad  Jiabits  under  considerable  dis- 
couragement. 
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Shanghat,  Oct.  7. 

You  liave  heard  sufficiently  from  me  lately,  and  happily  I 
have  nothing  to  say.    I  shall  say  it  as  shortly  as  possible. 

We  have  luul  ten  days  of  almost  continuous  rain  at  this 
most  critical  season  of  the  year.  The  rice  is  rotting  on  the 
giv.uTifl,  and  tlir  cotton,  in  full  flower,  is  soaked  and  spoilt. 
Famino  and  poverty  will  fall  upon  the  peasantry,  and  what 
we  are  pleased  to  call  the  rebellioa  will  spread  aad 
strengthen. 

Caaton  is  being  fed  bjrice  and  peas  and  pulse  desfpatched 
hence,  and  from  Ningpo  and  Amoy.  There  is  a  movement 
also  of  soldiers  and  money  southward.  Peh  Kwei,  the 
Governor  of  Gantcm,  under  Yeh,  who  is  Governor-General 
of  the  province,  in  returning  from  Pekin  to  his  city,  has  been 
levying  eontributions  and  enlisting  troops.  My  letters  from 
Swatavr  tell  me  that  he  latelypaseed  through  that  port. 


took  the  opportunity  of  squeezing  the  Chinese  merchants 
tliereu 

Three  hundred  Chinese  soldiers  hare  arriyed  from  the 
army  before  Nankin^  and  are  being  conveyed  in  a  Irtish 
ship  at  five  dollars  ahead,  from  this  port  to  Swataw.  Swa* 
taw  had  a  direct  canal-commnnication  with  Canton,  and  is 
only  ninety  miles  distant  from  that  city. 

The  people  at  Hongkong  have  had  many  rumours  that  a 
large  army  was  to  be  assembled  at  Cowloon,  that  snake 
boats  were  being  built  at  Whampoa,  and  that  a  massacre 
was  to  be  attempted  inside  the  colony  in  aid  of  an  attack 
from  without.  If  the  Government  of  her  Majesty's  posses- 
sions in  China  were  to  intermit  the  proper  precautions 
something  disastrous  would  undoubtedly  take  place,  for  the 
Chinese  who  dwell  in  Hongkong  are  the  most  malignant  and 
the  most  treacherous  of  human  creatures.  We  have,  more- 
over, had  warning  that  this  would  be  so  by  writing  under 
Yeh\s  hand,  in  his  intercepted  correspondence.  In  the 
absence  of  any  gross  imprudence  on  our  side,  however,  I 
believe  that  nothing  will  bo  attempted.  This  activity  in  the 
north  is  prompted  less  by  the  proximity  of  the  English  than 
by  the  successes  of  those  southern  rebels  of  whom  I  have 
spoken  in  former  letters,  and  who,  as  I  believe^  have  no  con-» 
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nection  wliatcver  with  those  of  Kankin.  The  Emperor  would 
be  exceedingly  disgusted  to  hear  tliat  Ciintou  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  rebel  chief ;  I  am  not  sure  that  he  would  ex- 
perience unmixed  dissatisfaction  at  hearing  that  it  had  been 
taken  by  the  English.  Until  it  lias  been  taken  he  certainlj 
dare  noc  make  a  peace. 

The  question  of  proceeding  to  Pekin  is  now  settled  by 
the  delay  of  the  French  Ambassador  and  the  efflux  of  time. 
It  is  understood  that  Lord  Elgin  has  abandoned  all  inten- 
tion of  immediately  proceeding  even  to  the  Peilio.  We 
shall  have  our  1,500  marines  about  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber, and  j)erhaps  a  few  repentant  Bengalese,  and  then,  I 
suppose  "  we  shall  see  what  we  shall  see."  Meanwhile  my 
"  British  expeditionary  force"  has  vanished.  I  am  like  an 
unfortunate  Polar  bear  who  has  drifted  southwards  upon  an 
icefield,  and  sees  lus  support,  which  had  been  melting  from, 
him  hour  by  hour,  at  last  crack  and  scatter.  For  some  time 
it  was  like  the  army  of  a  small  German  principality— all 
general  and  staff  officers.  Now  these  are  moving  off — 
General  Garrett  and  his  staff  to  Calcutta^  and  even  Gaptain 
Peel  to  Allahabad.  However,  1  think  we  see  the  way  very 
dear  here  when  the  time  oomes.  Meanwhile  Ghina  can. 
•wait — India  presses.** 

The  Bnasian  plenipotentiary  is  here,  and  impresses  every 
one  who  converses  with  him  as  a  man  of  great  ability.  He 
was  not  allowed  to  knd  at  the  mouth  of  the  Peiho.  He 
reports  the  river  to  be  fortified  by  long  lines  of  forta^  and 
some  round  to weia^  and  he  foond  thxrteen  feet  of  water  upon 
the  bar  at  faSL  flood.  Since  his  visit  to  the  Peiho  he  haa 
been  to  Japan.  He  is  of  opioion  that  a  revelation  is  taking 
place  in  the  policy  of  this  people,  and  that  they  will  soon  be. 
aa  anzions  for  foreign  trade  and  interooarse  as  they  have 
hitherto  been  jealous  of  it.  They  are  navigating  the  steamer 
given  them  by  the  Dutch  with  a  Japanese  crew— engineers 
and  stokers  included,  all  are  Japanese. 

Every  day  elapsed  since  the  occurrence  of  the  typhoon 
has  brought  tidings  of  some  disaster  occasioned  by  it. 
Sir  Frederick  Kicholson,  of  the  Pique  frigate,  has  occupied 
himself  with  the  phenouiena  of  this  storm.    He  sayji,— 
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"  Coramendng  with  the  log  of  the  Antonita,  nthTee-mtisted  schooner, 
under  Buenos-Ay rean  colours,  we  find  that  slie  rode  out  the  !ja!e  at 
Anchor.  On  the  3rd  of  September  she  was  under  tlie  island  of  Chinki  : 
finding,  however,  that  a  heavy  sea  roUed  into  this  anchorage,  slie 
weighed  and  bore  np  for  Lotein  Bay,  where  she  rode  out  the  remainder 
of  the  erale.  It  is  evident  that  this  vessel  was  in  the  northern  semi- 
circle  of  the  syclone,  for  the  wind  gradually  veered  round  from  N.E,  to 
JB.N.E.  then  to  E.,  and  finally  to  E.S.E.,  as  the  gale  moderated. 

*'  If  we  now  turn  to  the  LanriclSa  log  we  shall  find  that  she  was 
nearly  at  the  southern  limit  of  the  cyclone.  On  the  4th  of  September, 
at  noon,  she  was  in  lat.  24"  52*  29.,  lone.  119'*  47'  K,  67  miles  south  of 
the  White  Dogs,  the  well-known  islands  at  the  entrance  of  the  river 
Min,  and  about  220  miles  south  of  the  Antouita  in  Lotsin  Bay. 

**  The  Lanrich's  log  on  September  the  4th  notes  a  strong  gale  from 
W.N.W.  to  W.S.W.,  veering  eventually  to  S.W.  These  winds  from 
opposite  directions  experienced  by  the  two  vessels  aSbrd  a  convincing 
proof  that  the  centre  of  the  cyclone  passed  between  them, — a  fact  we 
are  enabled  to  verify  by  the  log  of  the  Water  Witch.  This  vessel  had 
the  sin<.'ular  good  fortune  of  escaping  with  comparatively  slight  damage, 
after  passing  through  the  vortex  of  this  severe  cyclone.  Her  com- 
mander, Captain  Baker,  places  the  centre,  at  midniglit  September  the 
ZtA,  in  lat.  26'  12^  N.,  long.  122*  18'  E.  It  beara  N.E.  by  £.  160  mHes 
from  the  Lanrick^s  position  at  noon  on  September  the  4th ;  a  position 
differing  but  little  from  her  place  at  niida^t ;  and  from  the  An^^mUa 
the  centre  bears  S.E.  by  S.  130  miles. 

**  Most  strikini^  are  the  phenomena  uoted  in  tlie  lo<jf  of  the  Water 
Witdi  and  in  the  account  of  the  gale  received  from  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Gompan3r's  steamer  CMz,  which  vessel  steered  inio  the  centre 
of  the  cyclone,  while  endeavouring  to  get  an  offing  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  the  White  Dogs. 

"  The  hurricane  blowing  from  the  north  suddenly  ceases,  and  gives 
place  to  dead  calm,  lasting  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  The  sky  is 
clear  overhead,  and  the  stars  are  seen  shining  brightly,  while  all  around 
is  gloom  and  darkness.  Birds,  and  even  fishes,  are  dropping  and 
tumbling  about  the  decks  in  great  numbers.  The  tumultuous  sea 
breaks  in  all  directions,  sweeping  over  the  ship  from  end  to  end.  After 
a  brief  interval  of  treacherous  calm,  the  hurricane  again  Ijursts  forth 
from  the  south  with  redoubled  fury.  All  these  are  weii-known 
symptoms  of  being  in  the  vortex  of  a  rotatory  storm. 

On  the  8rd  of  September,  while  fih^Bvnthee  was  at  some  distance  from 
the  southward  of  the  most  severe  portion  of  this  gale,  '  a  tremendously 
heavy  swell  from  the  E.S.E.*  is  noted  in  her  log.  On  the  5th  of 
September  she  fell  in  with  the  Siamese  ship  Fnenchkip,  which  had 
been  dismasted  in  the  gale.  The  position  of  the  centre  for  midnight 
on  the  8rd  of  8eptemb«r  then  bore  filS.£.  60  miles. 

"  The  log  of  the  FrienMip  will  no  doubt  prove  that  vessel  to  have 
been  dismasted  not  far  from  the  vortex  of  the  cyclone. 

**  The  French  ship  Mansart  met  the  cyclone  Ijetween  the  north  end 
of  Formosa  and  the  island  of  Kumi  in  the  evenin<r  of  Sey>tember  the 
2nd.    Finding  the  gale  rapidly  freshening  from  N.W.,  Captain  Grave- 
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reau  bore  up  for  shelter  under  the  Meiaco  Islands.  After  having  in 
vaiu  attempted  to  heave  to,  the  Mansart  coutiuued  scudding  with  the 
wind  right  aft,  gradnally  altering  course  as  the  gale  peered  round  from 
K.W.  to  W.,  and  finally  to  S.W.  This  Teasel  thus  sailed  round  the 
southern  portion  of  the  cyclone,  and  pnssed  out  to  the  northward 
between  the  Meiaco  and  Loochoo  Islands,  when  the  wind  hfid  mode- 
rated, and  was  blowing  from  S.E.  The  MansarCa  log  shows  the  gale 
to  have  l^en  at  its  height  on  the  afternoon  of  September  3  ;  the  wind 
wai  then  S.W.,  and  the  centre,  as  fixed  by  Captain  Baker^  of  the  IToier 
Witch,  bore  N.W.  by  W.  220  miles. 

"  Captain  Gravereau  describes  both  wind  and  nea  as  terrific  ;  his 
crew  were  constantly  at  the  pumps,  and  he  wag  obliged  to  throw  over- 
board a  portion  of  the  cargo  to  s<ive  his  vessel  from  foundering. 

*'  The  intelligence  from  Tamsui,  at  the  N.E.  corner  of  Formoaa, 
announces  the  loss  of  seTeral  Tessels.  Exposed  as  that  anohorage  must 
have  been  to  the  whole  Any  of  the  worst  portion  of  the  oyclone,  the 
centre  of  which  must  have  passed  within  a  very  moderate  distance  of 
Tamsui,  it  is  not  suxprisiog  to  hear  that  serious  disasters  have  oocorred 
at  that  place. 

"  At  Foochow  the  gale  was  felt  in  all  its  severity.  A  number  of 
Hie  houses  were  unroofed,  but  we  do  not  hear  of  any  serious  damage 

having  been  done  to  the  ship[Hng  in  the  river  Min.  On  the  4th  of 
September,  when  the  gale  wa.s  at  its  height,  the  wind  is  stated  to  havo 
been  N.W. ;  and  on  the  5th  of  September,  the  gale  having  moderated 
and  the  barometer  having  commenced  riBing,  the  wind  is  reported  as 
S.£.  Hence  it  is  probable  that  the  centre  passed  very  nearly  over 
Foochow.  Three  barometers  are  said  to  have  fsUen  to  28*85, 28*80, 
and  28*40,  respectively. 

The  gale  was  not  felt  at  Amoy." 

The  most  important  lesson  to  be  derived  from  this  storm 
is  the  relative  safety  of  the  harbours  of  China,  "While  I 
was  riding  it  out  in  Chusan  harbour  in  a  little  vessel  of 
Chinese  rig,  sqnare-rigged  vessels  were  being  torn  from  their 
anchorage  in  the  so-called  harbours  of  !Formo8a^  dashed  to 
piece^i  and  ail  their  crews  drowned* 


Digitized  by  Google 


168 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

TRX  BRITISH  DIPOBT  TRADE  INTO  CHINA. 

« 

Geographical  View — Population — Balance  of  Trade — Silk  l^xportsto 
China  from  1839  to  1857— Remarks  on  these  Statistics— The  Opium- 
Trade — Increase  of  Quantity  and  D^reane  of  Value  of  Silver — 
Reasons  alleged  for  the  Paucity  of  British  Exports — Examination 
of  these  Reasons — Table  of  Chinese  Transit  Duties — ^The  Qaeitloa 
of  the  Eniteoce  of  Diflforential  Dnties  in  China  Diaooawd— The 
Anther's  Four  Reasons  for  UnMtisfactory  Condition  of  Export  Trade 
to  China— Imaginary  Voyaft  up  the  Yang-tae  Kiaag — Uoncluaioa* 
of  this  Inquiry. 

Fortunately  for  me  my  iiiissioii  to  China  lias  in  it  some- 
thing more  than  to  chronicle  the  proceedings  of  the  Elgin 
embassy  ;  or  I  should  have  died  of  idleness.  A  much  higher 
object  is  to  study  u})on  the  s|)ot  the  subject  of  our  trade 
witli  this  empire,  and  to  labour  to  discover  how  commerce 
may  be  developed,  and  this  great  region  opened  up. 

It  is  a  task  of  dull  utility.  If  there  be  any  who  look 
to  my  letters  for  amusement  I  warn  them  to  quit  my  com- 
pany. I  have  nothing  to  show  them  but  hard  fiBfits  and 
perplexing  figures. 

First,  let  me  say  a  few  words  upon  the  corpus  mtfjectum^ 
the  region  we  seek  to  open. 

The  eighteen  provinces  of  China  Proper  are  quite  suffi- 
cient for  our  present  purposea  The  half-tamed  moun- 
taineers of  Thibet  are  six  times  nearer  to  Calcutta  than 
to  Pekin.  The  tribes  of  Mahomedans  who  inhabit  the 
vast  hill  districts  to  the  north  of  Thibet  are  to  the  rich 
provinces  of  China  Proper,  which  lie  upon  their  eastern 
boundar}%  what  the  highlands  once  were  to  the  lowlands  of 
Scotland.  Chinese  Tartary,  lying  along  the  north,  is  rich 
only  in  hill  and  desert.  It  is  to  that  densely  peopled  piece 
of  the  globe  which  lies  between  the  China  Sea  and  Taztary, 
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between  the  Yellow  Sea  and  Thibet  and  Kokonor^  that  wo 
must  look  for  advantageous  relations. 

This  compact  mass  is  about  half  the  size  of  Europe,  about 
seven  times  the  size  of  France,  and  about  fifteen  times  (he 
size  of  our  islands.  It  is  about  1,500  mileB  long  and 
broad.  M'Oalloch  reckons  that  in  squajpe  sules  it  measures 
1,348,870. 

Cutting  off  the  snrronndlng  fringe  of  savage  life>  China 
is  still  a  vast  empire^  but  not  so  immeasurable  or  so  unman*  * 
ageaUe  as  we  are  aoonstomed  to  conceive  it  to  boi  With  a 
railway  like  our  Great  Western  laid  down,  we  might 
traverse  it  firom  iMNrth  to  south,  or  from  east  to  west  in 
thirty  hours. 

This  country  contains  360,279,897  human  creatures.  The 
amount  need  not  startle  us.  If  England  and  Wales  were 
as  large  as  China,  England  and  Wales  would  contain  within 
one-ninth  of  the  same  amount  of  popnlatioii.  If  Lomhardy 
vrere  as  large  as  Chin%  Lomhardy  would  contain  360,000,000 
also ;  and  S  Belgium  were  as  large  as  China,  Belgium  would 
contain  400,000,000.  Take  the  average  of  the  whole 
eighteen  provinces,  and  thdre  is  nothing  very  remarkable  in 
the  figures  as  tliey  come  out.  T]io  j)opulation  of  China,  as 
a  whole,  is  not  excessive.  But  when  we  come  to  note  the 
distribution  of  that  population  the  figures  become  very 
remai'kable.  There  is  a  pressure  upon  the  eastern  seaboard 
provinces  such  as  is  without  pamllel  in  the  world.  The 
Chinese  coasts,  which  look  out  towards  Japan,  and  whence 
a  straight  sea-line  might  be  drawn  to  Australia,  are  choked 
with  people:  the  average  for  the  whole  empire  being  208  to 
the  square  mile,  Kiangsu  has  850;  its  next  inland  province, 
Anbui,  has  705  ;  Shantung,  to  the  north  on  the  coast,  has 
444  ;  tlie  im])erial  district  of  Cluhli,  475  ;  and  Chekiang,  on 
the  coast  to  the  south,  has  671. 

After  these  come  those  smaller  central  provinces  of  Honan 
(420)  and  Hupeh  (389),  which  extend  westwards  through 
the  centre  of  the  empire^  and  which,  together  with  the 
province  of  Sz'chuen  form  the  girdle  of  China.  The 
eastern  part  of  Ss'chuen  would  show  the  same  large  amount 
of  population ;  but  the  western  part  joins  upon  Thibet 
and  is  mountainous  and  thinly  peopled. 
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It  Is  very  important  to  our  commercial  iuqoixy  to  remem- 
ber the  lay  of  the  strata  of  Chioese  population.  If  we  go 
into  the  country  with  our  cottons  and  onr  woollen^  onr  lace 

and  our  hardware,  it  is  to  the  men  and  women  w  e  muflt  go^ 
and  not  to  the  Celestial  Mountains  and  the  Sea  of  Stars. 

Let  US  remember,  then,  that  the  populous  districts  of 
China  are,  first,  the  provinces  on  the  eastern  seaboard-— 
Obihliy  ''the  imperial  province Shantuig,  ''the  province 
east  of  the  mountains;*'  Kiangsu,  "the  province  of  the 
abondant  river;**  Chekiang,  "the  province  of  the  mean- 
dering liver.**  Secondly,  the  inland  girdle— firming  pro- 
vinces Nganhwni,  or  Anhoi,  "  the  province  of  peace  and 
plenty  Honan,  "the  province  sonth  of  the  river  ;**  Hupeh, 
*'  tibe  province  north  of  the  river ;  **  Ss*chaen,  "  the  province 
of  the  four  streams.** 

I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  show  that  these  pro- 
vinces, so  rich  in  men,  are  those  with  which  we  ought 
naturally  to  !ia-\  e  the  closest  relations,  that  they  are  the 
most  accessible  to  us,  and  that,  with  one  exception,  they  are 
the  provinces  to  which  we  have  hitherto  had  no  access. 
Canton,  with  its  neighbouring  provinces  of  Kwangsi, 
Kweichow,  and  Yunnan,  are  the  most  thinly  peopled  pro- 
vinces in  the  empire. 

Kwangtimg  has  only  241  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile, 
which  is  below  the  average  ;  Kwangsi  has  ninety-three, 
Kwoichow  has  eighty -two,  and  Yunnan  fifty-one.  Contrast 
these  ligurcs  with  the  850  of  Kiangsu  and  the  705  of  Anhui. 

Such  is  the  country  in  which  we  seek  to  develop  our  trade. 

Let  me  now  shortly  sketch  the  present  condition  of  that 
trade. 

It  is  a  subject  upon  which  the  data  are  not  yery  exact* 
Even  with  the  assistance  of  two  manuscript  volumes  of  com- 
mercial statistics,  compiled  by  one  of  the  two  largest  mer- 
cantile houses  in  China  for  their  own  practical  guidance,  and 
very  generously  given  up  to  my  use,  I  tread  this  labyrinth 
of  figures  -with  considerable  hesitation. 

At  the  end  of  the  commercial  year,  1854,  the  balance  of 
trade  between  China  and  Great  Britain  was  estimated  at 
7,900,000  doUais,  or  2,000,000  aterling  against  China*  The 
estimate  stands  thus 


Digili^cu  by  Li 


BALA2IC£  OF  TRADE. 


165 


Impohts  from  Great  Bbitain  and  India. 
Opium,  65,000  to  70,000  chests   ..  24,000,000  dollars. 


Cotton,  200,000  bales    4,000.000  „ 

MttDQ&etiirea,  fto.    4,000,000  „ 

Straits  and  India    1,600,000  „ 


Total   38,600,000  doUara^ 

Exports  to  Great  Britain  A^^D  hes  Coloniss. 

Tea,  Gre<at  Britain  72,000,0001b.  ) 

„  Australia  ..  ..  10,000,000  lb.  I  15,000,000  doUara. 
„    India,  &c   3,000,000  lb.  ) 


Total  85,000,0001b. 

Silk  40,000  bales   9,200,000  „ 

jSundiies   1,500,000  „ 


Total   26,700,000  dollars. 


During  the  succeeding  three  years,  the  expotrts  to  Great 
Britain  have  greatly  increased.  In  the  commerdal  year 
185G-7  the  export  of  teas  to  England  and  her  colonies  was 
87,741,000  lb.,  and  in  the  same  year  the  deliveries  in  England 
of  China  silk  amounted  to  74,215  bales. 

The  siik-exporiiiig  power  of  China  seems  to  be  without 
limit.  Every  year  we  take  from  her  an  annually  increasing 
quantity.  In  1843,  there  was  not  a  bale  sent  home.  In 
1845  there  were  10,727  bales.  In  1855  there  were  50,489 
bales.  1856  showed  an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  over  1855  ; 
and  the  present  year,  if  the  stodcs  oil  hand  are  brought  to 
Europe,  will  show  an  increase  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  over 
the  year  past.  I  am  informed  that  if  the  Chinese  succeed 
in  establishing  the  prices  now  demanded,  and  in  selling  all 
their  produce  in  stock,  the  money  paid  for  China  silk  at 
Shanghai  during  the  current  vear,  will  certainly  not 
be  less  than  £10,000,000  sterling.  20,  40,  60,  90,  140 
ace  figures  of  rapid  progress,  yet  they  represent  the  advance 
of  our  silk  imports  from  China.  At  the  prices  now 
paid  you  may,  I  believe^  double  this  last  quantity  in  the 
year  to  come.  I  do  not  understand,  however,  that  by  stimu- 
lating the  production  you  can  greatly  decrease  the  price. 
We  have,  I  believe,  found  by  experience,  that  however 
abundant  the  corn-crop  may  be  in  America,  there  is  a  price 
below  which  it  will  not  be  brought  down  for  export,  but  can 
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be  profitably  employed  at  borne  ;  so  of  CliiDa  silk.  You 
have  to  compete  as  buyers  with  such  an  enormous  popula- 
tion of  home  consumers,  that  any  extra  production  to  meet 
our  demands  may  be  thrown,  without  great  effect,  upon  the 
home  market.  By  improving  tlie  present  faulty  system  of 
winding,  you  may  perhaps  make  the  bilk  more  valuable,  but 
if  you  take  treble  your  ancient  quantities  you  must  pay 
treble  your  former  quantity  of  silver,  and  so  fax  increase  the 
balance  of  tlie  trade  ai^ainst  you. 

The  rapid  increase  of  our  imports  from  China  is  a  source 
of  unmixed  joy  to  the  merchants  of  the  five  ports.  Their 
calculations  do  not  extend  beyond  their  own  business. 
Wlij  should  they  2  They  send  home  the  prodaee^  and  they 
reouTe  its  value.  Tiiey  do  not  feel  the  inconyenience 
occasioned  to  Europe  by  a  constant  and  unvarying  trade- 
wind,  which  blows  ^mi-monthly  cargoes  of  silver  into  the 
jKHrts  of  a  hoarding  nation.  Of  ooui*se  they  stimulate  the 
productiTe  power  of  China  so  long  as  they  can  find  a  market 
for  the  produce  ;  and  they*  act  from  the  healthy  instincts  of 
oonlmeroe.  I  am  not  about  to  resuscitate  any  of  the  buried 
heresies,  which  taught  that  there  is  a  distinction  between 
«ilYer  and  gold  and  other  articles  of  barter,  or  to  suggest 
that  a  trade  between  tea  and  silk  on  the  one  side,  and  e&Wer 
on  the  other  side,  ought  to  be  disfiiToured.  I  only  wish  to 
put  the  &ct  plainly,  that  such  a  trade  has  its  inconveniences; 
that  it  would  be  much  more  advantageous  to  us  to  pay  for 
our  tea  and  our  silk  with  goods  of  our  own  manufacture^ 
upon  which  we  make  a  large  profit,  than  with  a  commMij 
which  is  not  manufactured  by  us  and  upon  which  we  make 
little  or  no  profit.  This  is  doubtless  a  self-evident  proposi- 
tion, but  self-evident  truths  must  be  paraded  now  and  then 
if  we  would  have  Government  keep  them  in  view,  and  make 
adequate  efforts  to  enforce  them.  We  cannot  open  up  China 
without  Government  energy  and  Government  expenditure, 
and  we  must  sliow  that  the  end  is  worth,  the  cost. 

BamsH  ExFOisis. 

The  condition  of  our  export  trade  will  appear  from  the 
following  table,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  an  eminent 
Manchester  house,  and  which  deserves  careful  6ta4y ; — 
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JSxporU  fo  (^ma  fiyim  J/mdon^  Ltvayool,  and  the  djfde,  for  Twenty- 
thtte  Tears,  bsyinning  viih  1884,  «ii  which  Tear  the  JSait'India 
Oompanij^e  Mcnopeljf  eeated. 


t 

Ytar. 

Wonted 

Ounltti. 

Long  Us. 

Woollens. 

Dye<l  and 
Printed 
Cottouo. 

Plain 
OoMoM. 

OoMon 
Tirlrt. 

13S4 
183S 

1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1843 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 

Pieces. 
1,950 
4,969 

12,436 
2,515 

15,586 
6,730 
3,210 
1,440 
376 

7.278 

14,265 
13  56Q 
8,415 
0.400 
9.322 
7,959 
6.630 
7,878 

Piece*. 

5, .5-28 
)7."21 
6,180 
3,560 
1,250 

:t,6;o 

080 

3,847 

10J»77 
20,548 

11  174 

8,034 
8  500 

5,412 
6,521 
7,005 
13,068 

}'lec«-s. 

101, fire 
lay.ijs 

137,415 
59,505 

115,380 
61,726 

107,424 
61,678 
53,616 
93,406 
08,314 
01  530 
74.784 
7S.486 
80,884 
84,240 
82,100 
85.870 

Pieces. 

76,713 

68,042 
35,281 
44,731 
25,034 
31,813 
40,970 
11,617 
45,657 
59,143 
fi*i  731 
56,996 
60  031 

51,364 

46,351 
57,075 

88,800 

Pieces. 
40,462 
42,107 
60,776 
58,740 
49.250 
68,821 
39*850 
02,000 
39,460 
109,631 

949.107 
100,615 
81,160 
81,018 
00,100 
88,030 
120,070 
888,500 

Pieces. 

189,885 

247.249 

308,624 

250,504 

680,566 

482,850 

428,948 

714,697 

5H5,1Q0 

1.828,796 
3,376,335 
2,998,126 
1,859.740 
1,806,800 
1,738,835 
1,838,450 
1,831,622 
8.741,185 

Iba. 
1,535,200 

2,205,979 
3,073,934 

1,772.373 
3,912,480 
1,593,109 
2,478,800 
3,373,940 
5.)  ip.OfiO 
6,210,024 

3.110,074 

0  Rao  000 

6,324,050 
4.484.910 

4,553,390 
3.200,980 
8,011,070 
8M.870 

1852 
*> 

1853 
ft 

1884 
•t 

1855 
$» 

1856 
tt 

s.  3,610 

C.  7»325 

7,647 
10,017 

31,955 
58,509 

80,059 
18,000 

350,343 
110.090 

2,281,932 
1,0431,085 

128,000 
0,743,052 

10,935 

'00.404 

4AJI88 

aas,«78 

8,885,887 

0.fl71.8ft9 

s.  2,170 
c.  8,092 

3,960 
4,300 

13,400 
33.803 

11,184 
7,683 

88,340  1,668,575 
00,840  1  528,422 

63,050 
5,176,137 

10,262 

8  320 

IS  807 

164,680 

2.396,997 

5  244.187 

S.  190 

C.  4,520 

8,780 

5,106 

9,800 

25,880 

7.887 

7.»72 

41.788 

53,950 

374.100 

567,530 

3,486.650 

4,040 

7.880 

88,880 

18,860 

05,060 

041,080 

3,480.550 



S.  1,020 

C.  6uu 

1,410 
860 

10,010 
4,440 

14. 467 
2,870 

6D,025 
29,080 

1,310,3'0 
494.6O8 

I 

51,000 
2,816.970 

1,620 

2,270 

14,480 

17W 

108,106 

1,804,968 

2,867.070 

S.  2,800 
C.  4,628 

3,350 
8,180 

I7.lt4 

10.418 

98,003 
10,551 

U0.303 
198,429 

1,051,094 
1,100,530 

60,500 
5,519,100 

7,428 

4.470 

36,642 

38,653 

281,784 

2,817.021 

6,679.600 

RsaiABKO. 

Panic  in  1837  in  England  anrl  America. 

From  March  1839  until  August  1842  boaiiiess  was  terioualy  interrupted  by  tho 
war,  ice. 

Northern  pnrt'?  opened  for  businf"??;  in  ifln. 

The  rebellious  have  serioualy  ailccicd  business  since  1853,  both  in  the  north  and 
•oath . 

S.  meons  SlkOotboL  C.  moaii8  Conton,  bat  Uon^oog  is  included. 
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Several  observations  occur  upon  this  statement; 

In  the  first  places  there  is  no  steady  increase^  no  hope  fi>r 
the  fature,  shown  by  these  figures.  In  1838  and  in  1844 
we  exported  twice  the  quantity  of  worsted  staffs  that  we 
exported  last  year;  in  1853  fonr  times  the  amount  of 
camlets.  The  long  ella  have  fallen  ofF  from  an  average  of 
90,000  to  36,642.  The  woollens  Lave  sunk  from  68,042  in 
183G  to  38,553.  Printed  cottons  vibrate  with  a  somewhat 
higher  average  in  later  years,  but  j>rinted  cottons  and  cotton 
twist  show  a  lar<?e  decrease  since  1853.  While  I  write  there 
is  a  sudden  demand  for  English  cottons  at  remunerative 
j)riccs,  but  both  the  demand  and  the  price  now  obtained  are 
temporary.  The  first  arises  from  the  partial  failure  of  the 
cotton  crop  in  China ;  the  second  arises  from  a  cause  to 
which  I  shall  have  occasion  more  particularly  to  refer  here- 
after— the  alteration  in  the  relative  value  between  silver  and 
copper  cash.  The  consumer  "  up  country"  is  prepared  to 
pay  the  same  quantity  of  cash  fur  liis  cottons  which  he  used 
to  pay,  and,  as  these  cash  are  now  worth  so  much  more  in 
dollars,  the  Chinese  merchant  can  alTord  to  give  higher  prices 
in  that  metal  which  is  the  medium  of  European  commerce. 
This^  however,  will  quickly  be  altered  by  the  extensive 
exports  sore  to  oome  from  Englaad^  or  by  a  full  cotton-crop 
in  China. 

Secondly,  redttotion  in  prices  has  not  been  met  by  cor- 
responding increase  of  sales.  The  dollar  price  in  China  for 
shirtingiB^  for  instance,  the  great  staple  article  of  goodsi  has 
not  for  several  years  been  more  than  half  what  it  mnged  at 
a  few  years  previouslj ;  yet  we  see  by  the  table  that  the 
demand  has  not  risen  with  the  reduction  in  price. 

Thirdly,  the  years  which  appear  to  denote  great  activity 
are  in  reality  years  of  great  disaster.  In  18£3, 1844,  and 
1845,  when  the  northern  ports  had  just  been  opened,  the 
people  at  home  were  wild  with  excitement.  Aji  eminent 
firm  at  Sheffield  sent  out  a  large  consignment  of  knives  and 
forks^  and  declared  themselves  prepared  to  supply  all  China 
with  cutlery.  The  Chinameni  who  know  not  the  use  of 
knives  and  forks  (or,  as  they  say,  abandoned  the  use  of  them 
when  they  became  civilized),  but  toss  their  rice  into  their 
months  with  chopsticks,  would  not  look  at  these  best  balauce- 
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handles.  They  were  sold  at  prices  which  scarcely  realized 
their  freight,  and  the  shops  in  Hongkong  were  for  years 
afterwards  adorned  with  them,  formed  into  devices,  like  guns 
and  spears  in  an  armoury.  A  London  house  of  famous 
name  sent  out  a  tremendous  consignment  of  pianofortes. 
The  speculation  was  based,  probably,  on  the  calculation  that 
China  must  contain  200,000,000  women,  and,  "  now  that 
China  was  opened  up,"  at  least  one  out  of  every  200  would 
wish  to  learn  the  piano.  The  Chinese  remained  faitliful  to 
their  gongs  and  trumpets^  and  refused  all  hospitality  to  this 
intrnsivo  flight  of  flquarea^  uprights,  and  horizontals.  The 
embarrassment  became  great.  Hongkong  could  not  hold 
them*  At  last  the  consignees,  being  people  of  great  social 
influence,  extricated  themselves  by  an  act  of  grievous  tyranny. 
They  insisted  upon  every  European  resident  buying  two 
pianos.  The  prioe,  as  we  may  snpposei  was  not  exorbitant, 
bat  what  sale  was  efiected  was  a  matter  of  private  obliga- 
tlon»  and  not  by  &ir  market.  The  consequence  of  this 
spirited  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers  is,  that 
pianos  by  the  best  makers  abound  in  Hongkong  and  the  four 

Sorts.  An  inevitable  sequence  arising  from  the  indescribable 
nmidity  of  the  climate  is,  that  these  nmse-boxes  are  all  out 
of  tune,  and  disoouzse  most  eloquent  discord. 

What  happened  in  the  case  of  cutlery  and  pianos  occurred 
also  in  a  less  noticeable  manner  in  the  case  of  those  staple 
commodities  which  form  the  subject  of  our  table,  and  which, 
in  the  present  condition  of  our  relations  with  China,  are 
almost  the  only  reasonable  articles  of  export  from  Eng- 
land. 

A  fourth  observation  which  arises  upon  this  table  is  the 
rising — I  should  rather  say  the  risen — importance  of  the 
great  northern  port  of  Shanghai  and  the  declining  import- 
ance  of  the  port  of  Canton.  This  will  be  strengthened  by  a 
careful  analysis  of  the  consular  returns  for  185G,  whence  it 
w  ill  appear  that  if  we  throw  off  rice  and  Indian  cotton  the 
exports  of  British  produce  to  Canton  were  £604,083.  4^., 
while  those  to  Shanghai  amounted  to  £1,679,581.  11*. 
Again,  we  must  remember  that  these  amounts  include  the 
English  exports  to  Amoy  and  Fooehow,  which  are  trans- 
shipped at  Canton,  and  also  some  which  afterwards  reach 
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Shanghai,  whereas  (Shanghai  being  the  most  distant  port) 
the  Shanghai  returns  include  only  its  own  proper  importa 

I  shall  have  to  recur  to  this  subject ;  I  onljnote  the  ilict 
now  while  I  have  this  table  under  consideration*^ 

£t  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  labour  the  proposition  that  the 
exports  of  British  goods  to  China  arc  in  an  unsatisfectory 
estate,  but  the  fact  is  put  in  a  clear  point  of  view  by  a  com- 
panson  of  the  exports  to  China  with  those  to  Calcutta 


ToUU  Dedaa-ed  Value  of  Cargoes  to  China  and  Calcutta,  1842  to  1858. 


Chiua. 

Calcutta. 

For  ibe  year  1842   

1843  •• 

1844   

ff         1856       ••  •• 

£. 

1,100,006 
1,719,239 
2,358,776 
2,480,910 
1,724,810 
1,526,600 
1,398,510 
1,413,420 
1,531,035 
2,098,903 
2,509,582 
1,666,989 
964,969 
1,188,763 
2.005,681 

£. 

2,187,076 
2,963,695 
3,422,536 
2,670,730 
2,840,270 
2,029,470 
1,995,990 
2,623,070 
3,250,939 
4,291,240 
8,218,025 
3,656,379 
4,272,931 
4,462,869 
4,501,340 

On  the  one  side  we  have  a  steady  and  well-sustained 
progress,  on  the  other  wc  have  a  varying  and  unpromimig 
past,  which  throws  no  light  upon  the  future. 

The  opium  trade,  the  least  desirable  part  of  our  export 
trade  to  China,  shows  healthiest  in  statistics.  The  "  foreign 
.  medicine  trade,"  as  the  Chinese  now  more  delicately  call  it^  is 
sturdy  and  increasing. 
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Tlie  deliveries  to  the  different  opium  stations  iu  and 
were  sl&  follow  : — 

Kainwof  SteHoiis. 

1849. 

1854. 

Camsingmoon 

Hongkong  .. 

Macao   

NamoA   • 

Amoy 

Cbewcbew   •• 

Mui 

LookoDg     ..       •.  .. 

Woosoog  

P- 
15,400 
900 
600 
2,470 
3,200 
1,390 
1,840 
1,000 
21,050 

P- 

20,010 

1  2,760 

3,005 

3,860 
1,382 
4,495 
2,190 
28,870 

47,870 

66,G62 

I  bave  net  the  station  statement  for  1856,  but  the  total 
amount  was  76,300  piculs,  and  the  value  was  30,868,050 
dollars,  or  £7|202|545.  Now,  this  is  a  very  important  sum 
of  money,  spent,  no  doubt,  upon  a  very  deleterious  drug. 
Divided  among  the  360,000,000,  it  is  nearly  per  head 
per  annum — about  one-tenth  of  what  each  one  average 
unit  of  our  20,000,000  Britons  spends  in  tobacco;  about 
onewuxth  of  what  he  spends  additionally  on  gin  and 
whifliky. 

It  is  very  wrong  of  John  Chinaman  to  smoke  opium  to 
the  extent  of  6dL  per  head  per  annum*  But  what  is  he  to 
do?  He  detests  beer  and  winop  Yoo  may  leave  an  open 
brandy  bottle  in  his  custody  for  weeks,  and  it  will  not  eva- 
porate. His  strong  samshoo  is^  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  almost 
a  myth,  except  as  an  article  to  sell  to  foreign  sailors.  His 
vile  tobacco  is  a  very  nuaerable  debouch.  It  is  used  in  very 
small  pipes  by  the  men,  and  is  much  affected  by  the  ladies. 
My  room  at  Hongkong  looked  closely  upon  the  domesticities 
of  a  learned  Chinese  "  teacher,"  his  wife,  and  his  child.  Tlie 
exigencies  of  the  East — open  casements  and  narrow  thorough- 
fares— rendered  strict  seclusion  difficult.  Whenever,  in  mid- 
night, a  more  than  usually  intense  sense  of  suffocation,  or  a 
particularly  heavy  thunderstorm,  or  a  specially  shrill  fit  of 
screaming  from  the  infant  Chinaman,  or  the  sharp  bite  of 
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some  mosquito  which  had  eluded  my  fortifications,  made  me 

start  up  in  bed,  the  same  object  always  presented  itselE 
The  lady  of  the  house  opposite,  with  her  hair  full  dressed, 
but  otherwise  in  dcsliabille  rather  economical  than  elegant 
— the  simplex  without  the  mnnditiis — was  always  at  her 
casement,  gravely  smoking  a  bamboo  pipe.  But  for  the 
mosquito  curtains,  I  could  almost  have  stretched  forth  my 
hand,  and  lit  a  cigar  from  her  bowl.  Alas  !  I  could  quite 
taste  the  flavour  of  her  tobacco,  and  it  was  not  fragrant. 

If,  then,  John  Chinaman,  not  being  reasonable,  will  not 
get  drunk,  and  if  he  has  small  comfort  in  the  narcotic 
which  it  pleases  us  to  patronize,  what  is  he  to  do  ?  It  is 
not  in  his  habits  to  call  a  temperanco  or  a  teetotal  meeting, 
and  harangue  himselt"  and  his  hearers  into  a  state  of  excite- 
ment which  leaves  all  other  drunkenness  far  behind  ;  which, 
instead  of  involving  the  penalty  of  sad  reaction,  is  followed 
by  sweet,  soothing  reports  of  platform  speeches,  by  votive 
slippers,  and  by  a  pleasant  consciousness  of  self-superiority 
to  all  other  mundane  creatures.  He  knows  not  the  civiliza- 
tion which  teaches  means  of  cheap  moral  excitement.  Oor 
young  ladies  shall  thrill  with  ecstasy  while  some  dear  good 
man  is  describing  to  them  the  horrors  of  drunkenness ;  and 
in  the  next  street  some  zealous  surgeon  shall  electrify  hia 
medical  daas,  and  throw  the  blood  up  into  his  own  hea^ 
while  setting  forth  with  anatomical  severity  the  conaa- 
quences  of  tight-lacing.  But  these  are  the  resources  of 
civilized  Britons^  not  of  pharisaical  Chinamen. 

Yet  there  never  was  found  in  any  age,  or  in  any  clime^  a 
tribe,  a  race,  or  a  nation,  whi<^  had  not  some  stimulant  in 
which  they  habitually  indulged.  Mrs.  Chinaman  takes  her 
mundungus  ;  her  husband  varies  the  same  pleasure  with  an 
occaisional  whiff  of  the  stronger  narcotic.  I  wish  he  would 
drink  beer,  or  whisky,  or  gin,  or  British  brandy,  for  they 
are  all  recognized  means  of  intoxication  and  British  manufac- 
tures. But  he  steadfastly  refuses — Que  voidez-vous  2  II  est 
fait  comme  cela. 

A  Chinaman  loves  opium  as  he  loves  nothing  else.  The 
head  of  a  Parsee  house  at  Hongkong  was  so  civil  as  to  take 
me  into  his  warehouse,  and  to  open  two  chests  of  opium^ 
that  I  might  see  the  drug  as  it  passes  in  commerce. 
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The  first  consisted  of  balls,  the  luze  of  a  large  apple 
dumpling,  and  wben  cut  open  tlie  mass  was  found  to  be 
solid ;  the  other  was  full  of  objects  whicb  a  commander  in 

the  navy  not  long  since  ordered  his  men  to  return  to  the 
owners  of  a  cajjtiired  junk  :  "  Arn't  yo\i  ashamed,  my  lads, 
to  loot  a  lot  of  miserable  Dutch  cheeses?"  The  ''Dutch 
cheeses"  were  fine  Patna  opium,  worth  about  £5  each. 
They  are  globes  of  thick  dark  jelly,  enclosed  in  a  crust  not 
"unlike  the  rind  of  a  cheese.  My  Parsee  acquaintance  tapped 
one  with  a  fragment  of  the  iron  fastening  of  a  chest,  and 
drew  forth  about  a  spoonful  of  the  e\nl-smelling  drug.  It 
was  not  the  opium  which  engaged  my  attention ;  it  was  tht- 
efiect  produced  by  it  upon  the  surrounding  coolies.  I  never 
before  saw  real  excitement  in  a  Chinaman's  face.  Tve  seen 
them  tried  for  their  lives  and  condemned  to  death,  and  I've 
seen  them  test  the  long-suffering  patience  of  Mr.  Tudor 
Davies  in  the  Hongkong  police-court,  w^here  that  gentleman 
is  daily  engaged  in  laborious  endeavoui*s  to  extract  truth  out 
of  conflicting  lies.  I've  seen  them  laugh  heartily  at  an 
obscene  gesture  at  a  sing-song,  and  I  once  saw  a  witness  grin 
with  great  delight  as  he  unexpectedly  recognized  bis  most 
intimate  friend,  a  tradesman  of  reputed  wealth,  among  a 
crowd  of  prisoners  in  the  dock.  But  these  coolies,  when 
they  saw  that  opium,  opened  their  horizontal,  slit-shaped 
eyes,  till  they  grew  round  and  starting  ;  their  limbSy  so  lax 
and  limpid  when  not  in  actual  strain  of  labour,  were  stiff 
from  ez<ntement;  every  head  was  pressed  forward,  every 
hand  seemed  ready  to  clutch.  There  was  a  possibility  that 
it  would  be  put  down  upon  the  window-sill  near  which  we 
were  standing.  I  could  see  the  shadow  of  fingers  ready  to 
slide  in.  It  was  almost  certain  that  it  would  be  thrown 
aside — ^thexe  was  the  hope  of  an  opium  debauch  gratii^  and 
this  was  the  state  of  mind  that  hope  created. 

The  Chinese  Governments  have  long  ceased  to  strive 
against  this  passion  for  opium*  I  doubt  whether  they  ever 
rwilly  did  strive  against  it.  At  one  time^  when  the  balance 
of  trade  was  against  China,  the  opium  was  dzawingthe  Sycee 
silver  out  of  the  country,  and  lin  thought  it  absolutely  neces* 
sary,  as  a  matter  of  state  policy,  to  stop  the  traffic.  A 
Chiaese  official  is  the  Joseph  Surluce  of  diplomacy;  be  hi3 
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deeds  good  or  evil,  they  are  oertain  to  be  oonoeafed  im&r  a 

mass  of  fine  sentiments. 

In  China  every  prar^atical  pedant  who  has  a  certain 
literary  degree  has  the  privilege  of  memorializing  the 
Emperor.  I  have  waded  through  hundreds  of  tliese  to  find 
only  those  stupid  platitudes,  thos^e  trite  commonplaces,  those 
**banalites  sur  la  vurrale,'^  as  Hue  says,  which,  like  the 
maxims  in  poor  Richard's  Almanack,  pass  for  deep  wisdom 
with  tlie  vulgar  of  all  nations.  The  opium  question,  of 
course,  [)roduced  arank  crop  of  these  impertinences,  and  some 
were  selected  for  publication  in  the  Pekin  Gazette.  One  of 
them  is  reprinted  in  the  blue-book  for  1840,  and  contains 
that  rarest  of  aU  things  in  these  memorials-^  fact 

**  From  Fubkien,  Kwantung,  Chekeing:,  Shantung,  Yunnan,  and 
Xweichow,  memorials  have  been  presented  by  the  censors  and  other 
offioan,  requastiog  that  proMbitum  thould  be  emetod  against  1^ 
cultivation  of  the  poppy  and  the  prepamtioii  of  opium  ;  bot^  white 
nominally  prohibited,  the  cultivation  has  not  been  really  stopped  in 
those  places.  Of  any  of  those  provinces,  except  Yunnan,  I  do  not 
presume  to  speak.  ;  but  of  that  portion  of  the  country  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  say,  that  the  poppy  is  cultivated  all  over  the  hills  and  in  the 
open  plain,  aad  that  ilie  quantity  of  optom  amnially  prodttoed  tbm 
cannot  be  leas  than  several  thousand  cnetto ;  and  yet  wo  do  Dot  000 
any  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  silver  exported  as  compared  with  any 
previous  period,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lack  of  the  metal  in 
Yunnan  is  double  io  degree  what  it  formerly  was.  To  what  cause  is 
this  to  be  ascribed  I  To  what  but  that  the  oonramers  of  the  drug  are 
▼eiy  many,  and  that  thoae  who  are  choice  and  dunty  witli  regard  to 
!ia  qiudilgr  prefer  ahmys  the  Ibreign  artidet" 

This  testimony  of  Ohoo  Tsnn  as  to  the  caltiva^Mni  cf 
thousands  of  chests  of  native  opium  in  one  province  alone 
was  giyen  in  1836,  while  the  vermilion  pencil  was  inditing 
heroics  about  the  immoraHty  of  foreign  opinm-growefs. 

I  can  add  to  this  statement  that  the  cnltore  of  opinm 
certainly  is  not  confined  to  the  province  of  Yunnan.  Any 
one  who  penetrates  into  the  amphitheatre  of  motutaina 
which  bounds  the  Ningpo  plain  will  see  valleys  upon  valleys 
of  fine  rich  land  covered  with  poppies.  The  offidal  reports 
deplore  this,  but  cannot  stop  it.  The  esBmate  u  that  60,000 
chests  of  opinm  are  annually  grown  in  China.  This  opium 
is  purer  and  stronger  than  the  Indian  opium,  bat  for  want 
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of  skill  in  the  preparation^  and  patience  in  keeping,  it  has  an 

acrid  flavour. 

M.  Hue  tells  us  that  native  Chinese  opium  is  not  only 
cheap  and  abundant,  but  also  that  it  is  better  than  the 
Indian.  According  to  this  authority  it  is  only  the  higher 
classes  who,  for  £Eishiou  s  sake,  smoke  the  bad  English  opium 

**  Bepuis  plaaiesra  Min^quelques  pnmnoes  m^ridtonalefl  s^ooenpni 
.  avec  beanooup  d'activit6  de  la  culture  da  pavot  et  de  la  &bri  cation  de 
*    Topium.    Les  marchands  Anglais  confessent  que  les  produita  Chinois 

sont  dVxcellente  quality,  quoique  cependant  encore  inf^rieurs  k  ceuz 
qui  vieaneut  du  Bengale  ;  mais  ropium  Anglais  subit  tant  de  falsifi- 
cations avant  d'arriver  daus  la  pipe  du  fumeur  qu'il  ne  vnut  plus,  en 
i^alittf,  oelui  que  pr^parent  las  Chinois.  Ce  dernier  quoique  UTrtf  an 
commerce  dam  tonte  sa  puret($,  se  donue  h  baa  prix,  et  n'eet  consomm^ 
que  par  les  fumeurs  de  bas  ^tage.  Celui  des  Anglais,  inalgr^  m  fiJaift* 
cation>  «tt  tths  cber,  et  i^rv^  aux  fumeurs  da  dktinciion*" 

Fortunately  for  the  opium- dealers  these  distinguished 
smokers  aie  very  numerous.    He  says  :— 

**  Pendant  notre  long  voyage  en  Chine,  nous  n'avons  pas  rencontr^ 
an  aenl  tribunal  oh  on  ne  fiun&t  Topium  ouyertemant  et  impun^ent.'' 

M.  Hue  dis^misses  this  subject  with  one  of  those  fine 
passages  which,  in  his  works,  are  so  seasonably  interposed  to 
sustain  the  robustness  of  our  faith  in  the  accuracy  of  his 
information  and  tlie  soundness  of  his  judgment, — 

*'  On  pretend  que  le  peuple  de  Londres  et  des  autres  villes  manu- 
facturit>rea  de  I'Angleterre,  s'est  adonn^,  lui  aussi,  depuia  quelques 
anndes,  h.  I'usage  de  Topium  pris  en  liquide  ou  en  mastication.  Cette 
nonveant^  est  encore  pen  xemarqu^e,  auoiqu'elle  faase,  dit-on,  des 
progite  alarmants.  CSe  aeratt  one  eboie  k  la  foia  earieoM  et  inatriiethe^ 
81  un  jour  les  Anglaia  tftaient  obliges  d'aller  aoheter  Fopium  dans  lea 
ports  de  la  Chine.  En  voyant  leurs  navires  rapporter  du  Cdleste 
Empire  cette  substance  v<^n<^neuse,  pour  empoisonner  TAngletenre^  il 
aerait  permis  de  s'dcrier,  '  Laisaea  passer  la  justice  de  Dieu 

The  English  opium  trade,  even  althotigh  Indian  opinm 

should  happen  (as  M.  Hue,  somewhat  incorrectly,  I  fear, 
states)  to  be  consumed  only  by  magistrates  on  the  judgment- 
seat  and  other  distinguislied  persons,  is  a  great  thorn  in  the 
side  of  the  British  missionary.  The  controvei-sy  which  the 
Chinese  politely  evade  finds  exercise  among  the  Christians. 
An  English  missionary  related  to  me  quite  recently  how  he 
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had  met  and  vanquished  a  PortagQefle  priest^  who  confronted 
him  in  hostile  manner  in  the  iitreetB  of  a  northern  citj. 
Having  no  European  language  in  common^  and  Latin  heing 
fonnd  to  he  an  inconvenient  medium,  they  dropped  fluently 
into  the  Shanghai  dialect.  The  gaping  Chinese  stood  round 
and  wondered,  while  the  priest  accused  the  English  minister 
of  being  about  to  teach  the  Chinese  a  modern  heresy,  only 
100  years  old,  invented  by  a  wicked  king  and  an  abandoned 
woman  ;  and  while  the  priest  was  in  his  turn  twitted  with 
teaching  an  idolatry  stolen  from  the  temples  of  Buddha. 
We  have  all  classes  of  missionaries  here,  except  only  high 
churchmen,  whereof  I  have  met  none.  The  ordained  clergy 
in  China  often  abandon  their  prayer-book,  and  conduct  their 
services  in  the  rresbyterian  form.  Some  of  the  sectarian 
ministers  carry  their  Protestantism  with  a  dauutlessness 
tliat  makes  ns  start  or  shiver.  There  was  a  rece})tion-day 
.some  time  since  at  the  yamun  of  the  taoutai  of  Shanghai 
city.  The  Homan  Catholic  bishop  had  just  had  his  audience, 
and  an  uncompromising  Protestant  of  an  extreme  sect  took 
his  place.  Now,  this  taoutai  had  the  reputation  of  being  a 
clever,  malicious^  and  sarcastic  man,  accustomed  to  gather 
all  the  European  scandal  of  the  settlement,  and  to  cast  it 
into  the  faces  of  the  missionaries— Soman  Catholic,  Catholic^ 
and  Protestant.  The  head  man  of  your  Christians  is  just 
gone  out,"  maliciously  remarked  the  taoutaL  '^Bir^  he  is 
not  our  head  man.  He  is  not  a  Christian  at  all ;  he  is  aa 
idolater;  he  wonihips  the  cross."  ''And  do  not  youf 
asked  the  innocent  taoutaL  ''  l^o,  I  do  not."  And  yet 
if  I  were  to  lay  the  cross  on  the  floor  at  your  feet  you  durst 
not  trample  upon  it  f  "  ''I  would,"  answered  the  unhesitar 
ting  Christian  missionary.  Of  course,  there  must  be  jealomieB 
and  difficulties  and  heartbunungs  among  men  holding  such 
very  different  opinions.  Even  some  Americans,  of  the  more 
violently  hostile  sects,  point  out  to  the  Chinese  that  the 
English  are  opium- dealers,  suppressing  the  fact  that  American 
houses  are  quite  as  eager  in  disputing  the  ])ruiii.s  of  tlie  trade. 
Sometimes  it  happens  that  in  the  midst  of  a  missionary  dis- 
course an  old  man  comes  forward  (either  spontaneously  or  at 
some  one's  suggestion),  and  tells  the  crow*d  what  a  good  son 
he  once  had,  and  how  that  son  kept  him  in  comfort,  but  that 
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be  bas  latelj  taken  to  spend  all  bis  eamings  in  opinm* 
smoking,  and  leaves  bis  fiatber  unprovided  for.  Tbe  old 
gentleman  wisbes  to  know  wbetber  it  is  tbe  countrymen  of 
tbe  "  elder  teacher  "  who  sell  that  opium.  We  must  imbue 
ourselves  with  the  exaggerated  notions  which  the  Chinese 
liave  of  the  sacrcdness  of  parental  despotism  to  fully  under- 
stand the  effect  of  .such  a  question.  If  while  a  candidate  was 
addressing  the  electors  of  tbe  borough  of  Mainelaw,  with 
their  wives  and  danj^hters  in  general  tea-party  assembled, 
Mrs.  Brown  Jones  Eobiuson  Smith  were  suddenly  to  appear 
leading  in  Mr.  B.  J.  R.  Smith,  stag«yering  in  the  last  stage 
of  maudlin  tipsiness — if  Mrs.  Smith  w^ere  then,  addressing 
the  candidate,  and  pointing  to  her  spouse,  to  ask  whether 
the  report  was  true  that  he,  Mr.  Juniper,  was  the  person 
who  made  and  sold  the  liquid  which  had  reduced  Mr.  Smith 
to  the  condition  of  a  beast — and  if  the  candidate,  thus 
adjured,  felt  constrained  to  confess  that  he  certainly  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  rather  extensive  distillery,  the  interruption 
would  not  be  more  provoking  than  those  which  sometimes 
occur  at  Amoj  or  Shanghai 

The  English  missionaries  meet  tliese  things  with  a  con* 
Btancy  almost  as  bold  as  the  chronology  of  the  Portogaese 
pnest.  They  say  that  India  is  not  Eogland^  bnt  a  country 
to  which  China  is  indebted  for  her  two  great  curses— opium 
and  Buddhism.  As  to  its  effect  upon  the  conversion  of  the 
Chinese,  the  suggestion  is  simply  absurd ;  but  it  is  a  weak 
point  in  the  armour  of  controversy,  and  our  missionaay 
countrymen  feel  it  very  bitterly. 

At  Ningpo  I  accepted  an  invitation  from  tbe  Bev.  Mc» 
Russell,  tbe  Gburcb  of  England  missionary  priest^  and  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Edkins,  of  tbe  London  Mission  at  Sbangbati  to 
visit  tbe  opium-dens  of  Ningpo  city.  Commander  Dew,  ot 
tbe  Nimrodf  and  several  of  bis  officers  accompanied  us.  .  I 
had  seen  tbe  opium-eaters  of  Constantinople  and  Smyrna^ 
and  the  basfaisb-smokers  of  Constantino,  and  I  was  prepared 
lor  emaciated  forms  and  trembling  limbs.  I  recollected 
buying  a  tabooab  in  tbe  bazaars  of  Smyrna  from  a  young 
Mcslem  whose  palsied  band  and  dotard  bead  could  not 
count  the  coins  I  offered  him.  I  recollected  the  hashish- 
smokers  of  CoDstantinc,  who  were  to  be  seen  and  heard 
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eray  afternoon  at  tho  bottom  of  tluit  abyis  which  yawwl 
nnder  the  Adaltreas's  Bock," — ^leanyfleshiets  Arabs,  amoldng 
thdr  HtUe  pipes  of  hempseed,  chanting  and  swayiDg  their 
akekton  forms  to  and  fro,  shrieking  to  Sue  wild  echoes  of  the 
chasm,  then  sinking  exhausted  under  the  huge  cactii%<^ 
sights  and  aoonds  of  satomalia  in  purgatory. 

The  Chinese  exhiUtion  was  sufficiently  disgusting,  bat  was 
otherwise  quite  a  ^ure.  These  opium-dens  are  ordiiMay 
Chinese  cottages,  with  a  room  about  twelve  feet  square, 
furnished  with  a  bed,  a  table,  and  a  sofa.  In  the  first  we 
entered,  tlu'cc  men  sat  upon  the  bed  and  two  upon  the  sofa. 
There  was  the  opium-pipe,  the  lamp,  and  the  small  porcelain 
cup  of  treacly-looking  opium.  One  of  the  customers  takes 
the  ])ipe  and  the  lamp,  then  dips  a  pin  into  the  opium, 
turns  it  round  and  round  till  he  has  the  proper  quantity  of 
the  jellified  drug,  inserts  the  pin  in  the  pipe,  applies  the  pipe 
to  the  flame  of  the  lamp,  and  at  the  same  time  draws  up  the 
vapour  by  two  or  three  long  inhalations — not  whiffs,  for  he 
draws  it  into  his  lungs — then  he  passes  on  the  pipe,  the 
opium  being  consumed,  and  gradually  lets  the  vapour  slowly 
return  through  his  mouth  and  his  nose. 

The  members  of  this  convivial  society  were  good-luimoured 
and  communicative.  One  was  a  chair-coolie,  a  second  was  a 
petty  tradesnum,  a  third  was  a  rimner  in  a  mandarin's 
yamnn  ;  they  were  all  of  that  class  of  urban  population 
which  is  just  above  the  lowest.  They  were,  however, 
neither  emaciated  nor  iiifirm.  The  chair-coolie  was  a  sturdy 
fellow,  well  capable  of  taking  his  share  in  the  porterage  of* 
.  aixteen-stone  mandarin ;  the  runner  seemed  well  able  to  run  ; 
and  the  tradesman,  who  said  he  was  thirty-eight  years  old — 
aay  thirty-seven,  for  the  Chinese  commence  to  count  their 
age  nine  months  earlier  than  we  do — was  remarked  by  all 
of  us  to  be  a  singularly  young-looking  man  for  that  agai 
He  had  smdsed  opium  for  seven  yeaia  As  we  passed  from 
the  opium-dens  we  went  into  a  Chinese  tea-garden*-**  dirty 
paved  court,  with  some  small  trees  and  flowers  in  flowerfK»l% 
-^-and  a  very  emaciated  and  yawning  proprietor  praaented 
himsel£  "The  man  has  destroyed  hioiself  by 
smokinfl^*'  said  Mr.  Bussell.  The  man,  being  questionedy 
declared  that  he  had  never  smoked  an  opium-pipe  in  h» 
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Hfe, — a  bad  fthot,  at  wliicli  no  one  was  moreamnfled  tban  the 
tev,  gentleman  who  fired  it. 

I  only  take  the  expmment  for  what  it  is  worth.  There 
mnst  be  rery  many  most  lamentable  spedmens  of  the  effeoto 

of  indulgence  in  this  vicious  practice,  although  we  did  not 
happen  to  see  any  of  them  that  morning.  They  are  not, 
however,  so  universal,  nor  even  so  common,  as  travellers 
who  write  in  su})port  of  some  thesis,  or  who  are  not  above 
truckling  to  popular  prejudices  in  England,  are  pleased  to 
say  they  are. 

But  if  our  visit  was  a  failure  in  one  respect,  it  was  fully 
instmetive  in  another.  In  the  first  house  we  visited,  no 
man  spent  on  an  average  less  than  80  cash  a  day  on  his 
opium-pi[)e.  One  man  said  he  spent  120.  The  cliair-coolie 
spends  80,  antl  his  average  earnings  are  100  cash  a  day. 
English  physicians,  unconnected  with  the  missionary 
societies,  have  assured  nie  that  the  coolie  o})iuin-snioker 
dies,  not  from,  opium,  but  from  starvation.  If  lie  starves 
himself  for  his  pipe,  we  need  not  ask  what  happens  to  his. 
iiamily. 

No  earthly  jwwer  can  stop  oj)iiim-sinoldng  in  China  ;  but 
if  the  people  of  England  arc  earnest  in  wishing  to  stop  the 
Englisli  trade  in  it,  nothing  is  easier  than  to  do  so  by  far 
less  of  self-sacrifice  than  the  opium-smoker  would  be  obliged 
to  ezeroiae.  Let  the  old  ladies  give  up  tea  and  the  yoimg 
ladies  give  np  silk,  and  the  thing  is  done.  If  the  Chinese 
had  again  to  pay  for  opium  in  silver  they  would  soon 
grow  it  all  at  home,  and  look  sharp  after  the  foreign 
smuggler.  At  present  the  trade  is  as  open  and  as  on* 
restrained  in  all  the  cities  of  China  as  the  sale  of  hot-ovoea 
buns  on  Gkiod  Friday  is  in  the  streets  of  London. 

Those  nnfoHunate  fine  sentiments  of  Mr.  Gominissioner 
lin  cost  the  Chinese  treasury  a  Tory  handsome  scarce  of 
verenne.  When  the  drain  of  sycee  ceased,  these  sentiments 
beeame  only  expensive  encumbrances.  It  is  amnnng  to 
obaerre  how  delicately  they  have  been  dropped  overboanL 

Tbe  I^&rA  C^na  ffmvld  of  the  27th  of  June,  18lf7, 
contains  two  proclamations  from  the  authorities  of  Fnhkiea 
and  the  pveracto  of  Fuhdiow.  These  authotities  profess 
tiiat  they  have  discovered  that  ^among  the  foragn  SxnportB 
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there  is  an  article  called  '  foreiga  medicine,'  of  which  im- 
mense qnantitieB  are  sold,  and  on  vftdoli  hitherto  there  has 
been  no  daty.''  They  innocently  remark  that, It  appears 
that  this  foreign  medidne  is  sold  to  the  people  as  medicine, 

and  is  used  for  expelling  epidemics ;  so  that  it  cannot  he 
classed  with  rice,  paddy,  cloth,  <kc.,  which  are  of  constant 
use.  Therefore,  in  levying  this  duty  on  foreign  medicine, 
"we  do  not  oppress  the  people."  The  proclamations  declare 
that,  "  Hereafter  tliis  foreign  medicine,  when  it  has  ])aid  the 
duties,  is  to  be  regarded  iis  a  legal  article  of  trade."  The 
duties  iniposed  are,  that  every  box  of  foreign  medicine 
containing  forty  balls  shall  pay  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per 
ball "  (that  is,  the  Patna  opium) ;  "  other  kinds  of  foreign 
medicine  in  small  balls  [the  Malwa  opium]  shall  pay  duty 
at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  ten  pounds,"  The  proclama- 
tion ends  thus : — 

"  The  high  military  and  civil  authorities  of  the  province  faa^e  already 
memorialized  the  throne.  Hereafter,  when  the  duty  on  foreign 
medicine  is  paid,  the  trade  is  legal  ;  and  at  all  the  custom-houses  the 
presentation  of  the  proper  certificate  will  secure  immediate  passage  for 
the  foreign  medicine  without  the  slightest  opposition." 

The  date  of  the  second  of  these  proclamations  is  the  7th 
-of  June,  18o7. 

At  Shanghai  there  has  been  no  formal  proclamation  ;  but 
the  same  viceroy  nilesf,  and  levies  a  duty  of  tweutj-four 
taels  a  chest. 

At  Ningpo  a  tax  of  twelve  Shanghai  dollars  per  chest 
has  heen  estahlished  for  some  time^  and  the  mandarins  are 
now  abont  to  raise  it  to  the  Shanghai  amount.  I  am  told 
^at  it  was  originally  proposed  to  levy  this  tax  as  an  import 
duty ;  but  that  the  merchants  refused  to  pay  it,  and 
threatened  to  retire  to  their  dep6t  ships  again*  In  this  I 
am  inclined  to  think  they  were  unwise.  Opium  might  have 
been  brought  within  the  five  per  cent,  of  the  *^un- 
enumerated  articles  clause "  of  the  treaty,  and  this  vexed 
question  thus  settled  for  ever;  whereas  the  tax  is  now 
levied  from  the  Chinese  broker^  and  i%  of  course,  without 
Hndt. 

In  the  face  of  the  present  large  returns  from  these  opium, 
dutieft— concerning  the  amount  whereof  Lord  Ei^in  may. 
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perhaps,  be  able  to  give  tlio  Emperor  some  inforDiatiou 
which  has  not  yet  reached  him — there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
putting  this  part  of  our  trade  on  a  satisfactory  treaty  basis. 

Perhaps  I  have  said  too  much  about  tliis  topic ;  but  it 
must  come  into  the  new  treaty,  and  there  may  be  some  few 
readers  in  England  who  may  be  willing  to  hear  the  question 
stated  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  state  it — without  the  pre- 
judices either  of  a  missionary  or  a  merchant. 

0]ie  word  upon  a  subject  to  which  I  shall  probably  not 
Lave  occasion  to  recur.  I  have  sometimes  s])oken  untenderly 
of  topics  much  cherished  by  some  of  our  Protestant  mission- 
aries. There  is,  however,  no  subscriber  to  the  various  bodies 
•which  send  preachers  forth  who  thinks  more  highly  of  the 
usefulness  of  these  men  than  I  do.  I  will  not  say  that  they 
are  making  sincere  Chinese  Christians^— those  wlio  say  this 
must  be  either  governed  by  a  delusion  or  guilty  of  a  finmd,-— 
but  they  are  doing  the  work  which,  if  Oldna  is  ever  to  be- 
come Christianized,  must  precede  its  conversion*  They  live 
among  the  Chinese  people,  they  speak  their  langnage,  they 
are  known  to  them  by  deeds  of  charity  and  beneficence ; 
their  wives  are  the  friends  of  the  poor,  friendless,  Chinese 
•women ;  their  children  prattle  to  the  natiyes  in  their  own 
tongue,  and  are  the  messengers  of  their  parents  in  little 
offices  of  love.  The  merchants  in  China  are  almost  univer* 
sally  laige-hearted  and  benevolent  men ;  they  will  give 
largely,  but  they  have  not  either  time  or  taste  for  such 
offices  as  these  ;  nor  would  the  wildest  philanthropist  expect 
it  from  them.  Yet  this  must  be  done  by  somebody  if  China 
is  to  be  opened.  Even  if  I  had  no  hope  that  the  cold 
speculative  systems  of  Laotze,  Confucius,  and  Buddha  could 
be  overthrown,  that  those  palaces  of  ice  would  some  day 
melt  before  the  fervid  quickening  fire  of  true  religion,  still 
I  would  say,  "  Plant  missionary  establishments  in  China  ;  but 
remember  always  that  a  fool,  a  bigot,  or  a  firebrand  can  do 
more  evil  there  than  ten  good  men  can  repair.** 

The  reader  wlio  may  haply  have  followed  me  through  ray 
discussion  of  the  opium-trade  will  probably  have  lone,'  since 
forgotten  that  it  came  under  our  consideration  only  as  one 
arUole  of  import. 
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If  we  have  to  pay  15,000,000?.  for  tea  and  silk,  and 
deliver  only  7,000,000^.  in  opium  and  1,500,000/.  in  Indian 
cotton,  and  2,000,000?.  in  Uritisli  manufactures,  we  have 
4,500,000?.  still  to  make  up.  Of  course,  we  try  to  do  this 
as  much  as  possible  without  putting  our  hands  into  our 
pockets.  We  buy  rice  at  Siam,  and,  trying  to  jjlace  some  of 
our  goods  there  in  return  lor  it,  we  trans-ship  it  to  Canton, 
or  to  any  other  hungry  and  locust-infested  province,  whereof 
China  always  has  several.  We  go  into  the  Straits  and  buy 
or  barter  shai'ks'  fins  and  birds'  nests,  putchuck  and  cutch, 
buffalo-horns  and  mother-of-pearl  shells,  and  all  such  like 
Chinese  delights,  and  we  protier  them  in  part  payment. 
But  there  is  still  a  large  margin  to  fill  up.  No  wonder,  then, 
that  in  the  first  three  months  of  this  year,  1857,  we  were 
obliged  to  export  7,639,000  dollars  in  silver,  or  that  the 
drain  has  since  been  going  on  with  undiminished  strength. 

Moreover,  we  must  remember  that  of  the  8,500,000^ 
which  we  take  in  opium  and  cotton  from  India,  we  cannot 
pay  for  it  all  even  by  the  thriving  export  trade  to  Calcutta, 
nor  absorb  quite  all  the  balance  in  rent  and  in  dividends 

r East-India  Stock.   Some  aUver  (ur  gold  must  go  ihm 

Bat  another  very  serious  inconvenience  arises  from  this 
payment  for  tea  and  silk  in  silver  bullion.  Silvw  is  not  sa 
article  which,  like  birds'  neste^  the  Chinese  can  make  soup 
4{,  nor  is  it  their  custom  to  expend  it  greatly  for  articles  ^ 
Inxury.  Their  women  wear  touselets  and  anklets  of  it^  tet 
the  men  pr^er  to  gloat  over  it  in  ^e  form  of  ingota  Now» 
aeoordii^  to  laws  from  which  even  China  cannot  emaaci* 
pate  henelfy  it  happens  that  as  the  rarity  of  an  artide  of 
barter  ceases  so  its  commercial  Tslne  diminishes,  Thm  is 
alMady  taUng  place  in  China.  Not  only  are  the  ezdianges 
against  ui^  bat  people  who  are  paid  their  salaries  here  in 
eflm  find  that  the  dollar,  so  dear  to  bay  from  Enf^biMl,  m 
becoming  daily  less  Tsloable  in  C9iina.  Some  yean  ago  a 
Caxolos  dollar  could  be  boaght  at  is.  2d,  English  money, 
and  when  you  had  thus  bought  it  you  could  change  it  for 
2,000  of  the  copper  cash  of  the  country.  At  the  present 
day,  partly  by  action  of  the  exchanges,  and  j)ai  tly  because 
the  people  in  the  interior  once  had  a  superstitious  con- 
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fidence  in  the  weight  and  purity  of  the  Oarolus  dollar,  and 
preferred  it  to  any  other  medium  of  commerce  as  the  only 
foreign  coin  they  knew — just  as  same  of  our  country  people 
prefer  the  notes  of  a  neighbouring  bank  to  Eank  of  England 
notes  or  sovereigns — a  Carolus  doHar  costs  us  here  Is, 
English  money.  When  you  have  suliered  this  loss  by  the 
exchange,  another  loss  comes  upon  you  when  you  exchange 
it  into  the  only  currency  of  the  country.  Instead  of  getting 
2,000  cash  for  it,  you  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  1,200. 
This  second  loss  arises  partly  from  the  country  people 
having  got  over  their  inordinate  love  of  Carolus  dollars, 
chiefly  from  the  diminished  value  of  silver,  and  in  a  small 
degree  from  the  increased  scarcity  of  copper  cash.  This 
scarcity  of  cash  also  arises  from  the  diminished  value  of 
silver.  Immediately  the  relative  value  of  silver  and  copper 
was  disturbed,  the  Parsees  found  it  profitable,  notwith- 
standing the  stringency  of  the  Chinese  prohibition,  to  ex- 
port the  cash  as  metaL  They  are  now  working  the  same 
operations  m  gold — ^bttjriBg  up  all  they  cm  get  aud  export- 
ing it  to  India. 

Thus  it  happens  that  a  man  who  has  a  fixed  income  ftom 
Inland,  instead  of  getting  2,000  cash  for  eveiy  id  2d,, 
only  ^ets  1,200  cash  for  every  7il,  a  difference  so  enormous 
that  It  vrovdd  be  incredible  i  evexj  table  of  official  figims 
did  not  prove  the  fact. 

Strange  to  say  that  meroliants  here  draw  no  ccmolosioiia 
from  these  premim.  Fortunately  for  himaeli^  however^  tha 
]tterehant*8  optics  are  those  of  the  lynx  latber  than  time 
the  ea^e. .  Am  extremely  £u<«ghted  commercial  man  must 
always  run  ride  of  bankruptcy,  lor  the  moat  absolutely  o«rw 
tajA  sequeuces  are  often  the  most  uncertain  in  point  of 
time.  But  as  time  is  of  the  essence  of  commerce,  your  ikto 
sighted  merchaat  woold  be  ruined  while  his  certain  sequence  * 
was  still  in  si^t. 

Ubiey  see  prices  going  up  enormously,  and,  with  ocoasional 
vibraticmi^  sUll  maintaining  their  advance.  They  look  upon 
this  as  an  unnatural  slate  of  things  in  the  &ce  of  abundant 
silk  seasons,  and  they  refuse  to  buy.  Undoubtedly  they 
may  thus  temporarily  reduce  prices,  for  accumulated  stocks 
must  be  sold ;  but  in  the  long  run  prices  will  continue  to 
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advance  iu  spite  of  them  until  they  reach  a  point  at  which 
cuinpotition  will  stop  the  price,  or  rather  the  sale  of  China 
silk,  and  the  price  will  check  the  consumption  of  China  tea. 
This  may  not  be  so  very  far  distant,  for,  if  my  reasoning  is 
correct,  silver  will  become  dearer  in  Europe  just  in  propor- 
tion as  it  becomes  cheaper  in  China.  All  the  facts  seem  to 
point  to  this  conclusion.  The  tael  of  silver,  which  has  taken 
the  place  of  the  now  nearly  exploded  Carolus  dollar,  is  an 
ascertained  weight  of  silver  metal — not  depending  for  its 
value  upon  any  adventitious  and  imreasonable  preference, 
like  the  Carolus.  This  tael  of  silver  was  formerly  worth 
2,000  copper  cash,  and  is  now  only  worth  1,100 ;  but  the 
Chinese  producer  reckons  his  expenditure  and  his  returns 
only  in  copper  cash.  As  silver  becomes  more  plentiful  its 
value  in  relation  to  copper  cash  goes  on  diminishing — it 
takes  more  silver  every  year  to  give  to  the  peasant  who 
grows  silk  or  tea  his  remunerating  amount  of  the  only 
currency  he  knows.  Again,  notwithstanding  the  unusual 
necessity  for  bullion  which  the  Chinese  have  experienced 
this  year  in  order  to  pay  for  Indian  rice^  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  in  their  own  crops,  notwithstanding  the  large 
payments  for  Bengal  cotton  and  the  rise  in  opium  of  nearly 
100  per  cent.,  the  native  bankers  abound  in  money,  ana 
interest  was  never  known  to  be  so  low.  The  recent  fidl  in 
the  rate  of  exchange  upon  England  does  not  touch  the  argu- 
ment ;  this  is  a  merely  temporary  matter,  occasioned  partly 
by  the  large  spccnlatiye  exports  of  silver,  and  partly  by 
the  two  great  houses  of  Jardine  and  Dent  having  refmined 
from  buying  silk  at  the  present  dangerously  high  prices. 
Silver  is,  in  China,  not  money,  but  merely  merchandise,  and 
as  the  stock  grows  greater  so  the  value  of  any  given  quantity 
grows  less. 

If  I  am  right  in  this  position,  then,  our  British  merchants 
in  China  must  admit,  what  at  present  some  of  them  are  most 
unwilling  or  most  careless  to  perceive,  that  it  is  vital  to 
their  well-being  to  attempt  to  push  our  manufactures  into 
China.  We  may  11  nd  a  silver  California,  but,  putting  miracle 
aside,  I  can  see  no  other  remedy  for  the  present  unsatis- 
fSawitory  state  of  things — no  other  means  whereby  the  export 
of  tea  and  silk  can  go  on— except  the  sending  of  cottons 
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ana  broadcloths  and  hardware  and  koe  to  China  iimtead  of 
bollion. 

Beasons  alleqed  for  the  FAuaTT  OF  Bbitxsh 

EXFOETS. 

The  reasons  nsiially  alleged  are — 1,  that  the  Chinese  are 
not  easily  induced  to  adopt  foreign  fasliions  ;  2,  thai  the 
Chinese  are  a  manufact  uring  people  j  3,  the  disturbances 
caused  by  the  rebellion ;  4,  the  exactions  of  the  Chinese 
custom-houses. 

All  these  difficulties  exist,  but  they  are  individually  much 
over-estimated,  and  they  are  in  the  aggregate  quite  insuffi- 
cient to  account  for  tlie  phenomenon. 

1st.  That  the  Chinese  are  not  easily  induced  to  adopt 
foreign  fashions. — This  is  true  only  to  a  very  partial  extent. 
You  can't  make  a  Chin  a- woman  wear  a  Cranbourne-street 
bonnet,  nor  a  coolie  wear  a  pair  of  Stuart  plaid  trowsers  ; 
they  are  even  so  bigoted  as  to  consider  that  their  narrow- 
cottons,  ten  inches  broad,  are  more  conveniently  made  into 
their  garments  than  your  wide  lougcloths.  They  do  not  like 
your  flimsy  cottons ;  I  have  seen  them  take  them  between 
their  fists,  and  rub  the  dressing  out.  At  Ningpo  the  Chinese 
can  hay  the  best  grey  shiHangs  at  fiyepence  a  yard,  and 
they  yet  prefer  to  pay  sixpence  a  yard  for  home-made 
cotton  doth  not  quite  half  the  width.  But  this  is  not 
because  they  are  insensible  to  the  superior  fineness  of  the 
English  texture ;  it  is  because  they  cannot  afford  to  buy 
the  British  material  The  home-made  cloth  is  of  thrice  the 
aubstanoe^  and  will  last  a  Chinaman  for  at  least  two  years. 
The  British  calico,  washed  in  Chinese  fashion  by  beating 
between  stonesp  would  wear  out  in  six  weeka  Depend  upon 
it  that  a  Chinaman  is,  of  all  human  creatures,  the  most  shrewd 
in  all  matters  of  economy ;  provide  him  with  a  cheaper  and 
better  thing  than  he  can  make  at  home,  and  he  will  buy  it. 
Of  course  you  must  give  him  what  he  wants.  If  Tung 
A'Lung,  the  tailor  of  Canton,  were  to  send  a  circular  to  the 
deputy-lieutenants  of  England,  telling  them  that  he  had  sent 
to  England  rich  mandarin  dresses  much  handsomer  than  the 
stiff  clothes  which  they  wear  on  grand  occasions,  and  inviting 
them  to  go  to  court  cb  la  Chinoue,  we  should  scarcely  think 
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that  Yung  A*Lung  bad  made  a  wise  or  profitable  con* 
agnment.  Yung  AXung  is  not  such  a  fooL  He  s^ds  ns 
cheap  gold  lace  of  the  proper  width  and  quality.  Surely 
Manchester  can  produce  a  piece  of  strong  tMck  cotton  doth 
ten  or  twelve  inches  wide  and  put  it  down  at  Shanghai  at 
less  than  sixpence  a  yard? 

At  this  moment  narrow  thick  calicoes,  which  one  of  the 
Hongkong  houses  had  the  wit  to  order  from  England,  are 
selling  at  very  remnneratiye  prices.  There  is  also  some 
trade  doiug  in  cotton  brocades^  made  in  imitation  of  the 
Chinese  siUk  brocades,  of  the  same  flowered  pattern,  and 
dyed  to  the  same  colours.  These  are  laid  down  at 
Shanghai  at  3 4  taels;  they  there  readily  fetch  5  taels, 
and  I  am  told  that  the  Chinese  mercliants  liud  a  ready 
market  for  them  up  in  the  tea  counUy  ut  13  taeLs.  No 
doubt  if  the  maudarius  find  this  out  there  will  be  a 
tremendous  squeeze  upon  the  Chinaman's  proiit  of  8  taek 
somewhere. 

But  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  Chinese  are  not 
fond  of  Western  fashiona  In  going  through  the  house  of 
the  richest  merchant  in  Ningpo  I  was  surprised  to  notice 
that,  ex<»pt  in  the  servants'  room,  there  was  not  a  bit  of 
Ningpo  furniture  in  the  house.  The  furniture  was  all  of 
Chinese  manufacture,  but  it  was  of  simple  fashion,  without  a 
mandarin,  or  a  dragon,  or  a  piece  of  inlaid  ivory  about  it.  I 
recognized  several  articles  as  having  been  not  very  success- 
fully imitated  from  drawings  in  the  Illustrated  News — a 
pi^r  which  a  Chinaman  is  always  anxious  to  beg,  borrow, 
or  steal.  The  highest  ambition  of  a  Chinaman  is  to  have  an 
English  watch.  A  pirate,  who  took  a  missionary  and  set  him 
free,  risked  his  li&  next  day  by  calling  on  him  at  his  house. 
He  pEodttoed  the  reyerand  gentleman's  watch|and  the  zigktM 
owner  thought  the  repentant  man  had  come  to  return  it. 
I^ot  so ;  the  dandy  Cantonese  pirate  had  come  to  beg  the 
missionary  to  teach  him  how  to  wind  up  that  watch. 
Looking-glasses  also  are  a  luzory  to  which  the  Chinese  take 
with  great  avidity*  They  are  snperseding  the  <^  metal 
mirror  wherever  the  owner  can  afford  the  exdiange.  Aft 
ISnj^ish  knife  is  a  most  acceptable  present  to  a  Chinaman, 
and  a  telescope  is  a  treasure  to  covet  through  a  life.  Helove^ 
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elierry  braudy  and  delights  in  champagne,  and  many  a 
Shangtung  man  comes  out  smart  on  New  Year's  Day  in  a 
camlet  coat  (of  Chinese  fashion)  and  brass  buttons  from 
Birmingham.  But  why  insist  upon  a  Chinaman  changing 
his  habits  to  become  your  customer  ?  Every  morning 
throughout  the  Chinese  empire  there  are  300,000,000  of  blue 
cotton  breeches  drawn  over  human  legs.  Moii,  women,  and 
children  alike  wear  them.  They  are  loose  and  shapeless. 
There  are  not  five  different  patterns  and  live  different  sizes 
all  through  the  empire.  My  coolie  says  that  his  cost  him 
200  cash,  but  that  he  is  obliged  to  have  a  thick  quilted  pair 
ia  the  winter,  which  costs  him  1,000  cash.  Here  is  scope  for 
Manchester  energy  !  It  is  not  a  changeable  fashion,  not  a 
perishable  prodaction;  it  is  inseparable  from  the  funda- 
mentals of  Chinese  society.  Depend  upon  it^  if  yon  can  make 
these  blue  breeches  as  strong  as  they  are  now  made,  and 
cheaper  than  they  are  now  sold,  the  Chinaman  will  gradually 
stirxender  to  you  the  trad^  grow  less  cotton  and  more  tice. 
So  of  other  articles  of  dress.  On  the  17th  of  September  a 
north-west  wind  reduced  the  thermometer  to  the  inclement 
wintry  position  of  74^  Fahrenheit.  That  morning  the 
Chinese  popnlation  of  Shanghai  was  completely  chimged. 
The  diom  sknll,  which  had  defied  the  fierce  summer  son, 
was  covered  from  the  cold  by  a  small  warm  cap  or  a  Chinese 
bonnet.  Some  of  the  chair-coolies  had  even  covered  their 
legs.  But  every  man  of  decent  station  appeared  in  a  thick 
loose  dark-coloured  tunic  or  cape.  Tlie  shape  and  fashion 
varied  only  from  the  cape  to  the  tunic,  but  the  material  was 
very  various.  The  great  majority  were  satisfied  with  a  thick 
dark-blue  cotton  cloth,  but  many  wore  woollen  cloth  ;  some 
luxuriated  in  quilted  silk,  and  a  few  came  forth  in  capes  of 
black  velvet.  Do  you  think  that  these  sensitive  celestials 
ever  asked,  when  they  bought  their  winter  s  garb,  in  what 
country's  looms  the  fabric  was  spuni  Not  they.  They 
chose  the  cheapest  and  the  best. 

If  Messi^  Moses  and  Son  had  been  at  Shanghai  with  a 
proper  staff  of  Chinese  poets,  and  a  really  good  assortment 
of  these  loose  Chinese  coats,  fresh  from  the  Minories,  they 
might  have  sold  hundreds  of  them  in  Shanghai  alone  on 
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that  severely  wintry  mozning  when  the  thermometer  stood 
only  a  little  above  summer  heat. 

2.  The  .Chinese  are  a  manufacturing  people*   This  is  not^ 
true  in  the  sense  iu  which  it  is  used.  Of  course,  they  obtain 

a  produce  by  hand-labour,  and  so  did  Adam  when  he  delved, 
and  Eve  when  she  spun.  But  in  a  competitive  sense  the 
Chinese  have  no  raauufactures.  Their  haudloom  is  a 
miserable  thing.  Their  shuttles  pass  to  and  fro  at  a  veiy 
languid  pace.  They  can  produce  small  results  witli  great 
ingenuity.  There  is  a  working  weaver  who  imitates  with 
wonderful  art  all  our  English  ribands  and  fringes,  and  who 
is  kept  in  constant  employ  by  European  ladies  to  match 
English  fabrics.  English  ladies,  who  wear  out  their  father's 
horses  and  carnages,  and  the  patience  of  polite  shopmen  in 
matching  two])enny  ribands  for  dear  country  friends,  would 
find  him  invaluable.  But  he  could  not  produce  twenty 
yards  of  silk  at  any  reasonable  price.  At  Ningpo  there  is 
a  needle  manufactory,  where  you  may  see  men  grinding 
long  steel  bars  to  the  necessary  fineness  by  rubbing  them 
with  their  hands  upon  a  stone,  then  notching  them  at  the 
required  lengths,  breaking  them  off,  and  filing  the  points, 
when  little  boys  take  up  tlie  wondiX)us  tale  and  drill  the 
eye  in  each  individual  needle.  They  say  that  English  needles 
rust  in  the  moist  hand  of  a  Chinaman,  but  that  these  stumpy 
substitutes  do  not.  So  you  may  see  them  in  the  same  place, 
hammering  out  nails  and  tacks,  probably  made  from  English 
iron,  steel,  and  tin ;  for  much  more  than  a  million  of  doUan' 
worth  of  these  metals  is  annually  exported  from  Great 
Britain  to  China.  Surely  these  handloom  weavers,  And 
needle^grinders,  and  nail-grinders,  oughi  n<4  to  be  competi* 
.  tors  with  our  English  manufacturers.  I  have  not  seen  the 
porcelain  manufi^ures;  they  are  out  of  European  reaiA, 
but  they  retain  the  remains  of  an  ancient  excellence  ;  and 
there  is  a  coolness  about  the  lip  of  a  Chinese  cup^  when 
nearly  filled  with  hot  tea^  which  proceeds  from  some  peca-> 
liarity  in  the  material.  Still,  however,  the  Pottezios  could 
utterly  drive  all  the  commoner  sorts  of  Chinese  crockery 
out  of  their  own  market  by  underselling  them  enor* 
mously. 
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China  is  nc€  a  mannfiictaring  nation,  whatever  she  may 

become  when  her  intercourse  with  the  West  is  perfect,  and 
her  enormous  coal  fields  opened.  She  has  at  present  a  hap- 
pier destiny  than  the  factory  and  the  forge. 

"  Bella  gereiit  alii,  sed  tu  felix  Austria  nube." 

To  manufacture  is  our  necessity,  to  produce  is  China's  privi- 
lege. In  those  enormous  plains  where  her  industrious  riverf?, 
labouring  from  times  even  before  her  chronology,  have 
brought  down  the  vegetable  soil  of  all  Central  Asia,  flat- 
tened it  out  conveniently,  and  located  it  under  a  stimulating 
climate — in  those  enormous  plains  let  her  produce,  with  well- 
remunerated  toil,  her  rice,  her  maize,  her  wheat,  her  pulse, 
her  cotton,  and  her  silk.  On  these  gentle  uplands,  which 
were  islets  when  the  Yangtse  and  the  Hoang-ho  were  young, 
let  her  cultivate  her  tea.  Let  her  still  sacrifice  the  beauty 
of  her  higher  hills  to  grave  utility,  carve  them  into  terrace^ 
divide  them  into  small  oblongs,  cover  them  with  ever-recnr- 
ring  crops  of  various  vegetables^  till  greens,  and  yellows,  and 
browns  of  every  shade  w^ould  seem  to  say  that  the  hills  of 
Oiuna,  like  the  sails  of  her  river  junks,  are  made  of  patch** 
work.  Be  it  our  humble  task  to  work  up  her  produce  into 
&brics ;  to  supply  local  deficiencies  in  her  favourite  food, 
and  to  clothe  with  blue  integuments  the  nether  portions  of 
her  teeming  people.  This  is  the  true  interest  of  the  two 
eonntries,  and  any  little  gentle  compolsion  tending  thither* 
vards  wOl  be  to  the  ultimate  good  of  both* 

8.  The  disturbances  caused  by  the  rebellion.  This  is  a 
really  important  difficulty,  and  must  be  in  some  way  re- 
moved. I  hope  our  commercial  men  do  not  propose  to 
themselves  to  postpone  active  business  in  China  imtil  the 
)roads  sliall  be  macadamized,  gaslights  established  in  every 
city,  and  rural  police  walk  up  and  down  the  banks  of  every 
canal.  China  always  has  been  and  always  must  be  a  country  of 
frequent  revolutions,  secret  societies,  and  powerful  robbers. 
In  all  former  times,  whenever  some  great  event  lights  up 
for  a  moment  the  histoiic  c^loom  in  which  the  common 
people  live  and  su3er,  we  lind  all  these  influences  stvoni^ly 
working.  Chinese  society  then  comes  out  like  that  of  a  dro]) 
of  staguaut  water  seen  through  a  microscope.  Water-lions  are 
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devouring  the  smaller  ugly  things,  wbieh  in  their  turn  are 
feeding  upon  tbe  still  smaller  fry,  and  tbns  downwards  to 
infinity.  In  1224  years  China^  so  &med  in  the  West  for 
the  solidity  of  her  institntions,  has  andergone  fifteen  changes 
of  dvnastv.  So  ancient  is  this  course  of  turmoil  that  the 
oldest  known  vase,  attributed  by  Chinese  writers  to  a  period  . 
long  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  bears  upon  it  as  an  inscrip-  ^ 
tion  an  aspiration  for  "Ten  thousand  years'  rest  from  violence 
and  troubles."  The  founder  of  the  Ming  dynasty  in  1368 
was  a  servant  at  a  Buddhist  monastery,  who  joined  a  vagrant 
band  of  marauders.  Whenever  anything  occurs  of  historic 
importance,  we  always  find  that  some  bandit  had  a  hand  in 
it.  Tlie  land  was  always  full  of  them.  When  the  Tartars 
possessed  themselves  of  China,  one  of  these  bandit  chiefs 
had  just  possessed  himself  of  Fekin,  and  the  last  of  the 
Ming  race  had  just  hanged  himself.  In  1635  the  interior 
contained  eight  separate  rebel  armies,  each  with  its  leader^ 
its  set  of  grievance^  and  its  appetite  for  plunder.  It  was  a 
pirate  who  drove  tlie  Dutch  out  of  Formosa;  the  son  of  a 
"celebrated  pirate"  who  helped  the  Cantonese  to  defend 
their  city  against  the  Tartars  ;  and  it  was  a  pirate  who  the 
other  day  destroyed  the  Portuguese  piratical  fleet  at  Ningpoi 
In  all  ages  and  at  all  times  China  has  been  coasted  by  pirates 
and  traTOTed  by  bands  of  robbers. 

This  must  be  so.  China  is  a  thickly  peopled  eomktty, 
peculiarly  subject  to  inundations  and  failure  of  crops,  witi^  a 
feeble  goyemment  and  no  poor-laws.  There  must  be  always 
bands  of  hungry  men  in  such  a  land.  They  execute 
10,270  criminals  in  ordinary  years  (the  present  average  is 
more  than  ten  times  that  number),  but  tbis  does  not  fill  the 
bellies  of  those  who  remain.  Every  part  of  China  is  rifii 
with  "dangerous  classes."  These  ftmishmg  wolves  lurk  in 
every  village.  It  was  not  the  British  who  destroyed  Che- 
kiang,  or  the  other  large  cities  which  were  sacked  and  gntted 
while  the  conquerors  looked  on,  allowing  the  "  poor  China- 
men '  to  carry  oti'  their  goods.  It  was  the  dangerous 
classes,  who  came  forth  to  plunder  and  finish  up  with  fire. 
They  nnderstand  this  so  well  in  China,  that  the  other  day 
at  Chusan,  when  the  military  had  made  up  their  minds  to 
mutiny,  they  gave  public  notice  of  the  fact,  iu  order  that  all 
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the  shopkeepers  might  shut  and  barricade  their  shops,  and 
in  order  to  prevent  the  deraonstiatiuii  being  taken  advantage 
of  by  these  dangerous  classes  for  purposes  of  plunder.  When 
I  was  at  Ningpo  I  used  to  watch  these  houseless  vagabonds. 
There  is  a  large  colony  of  them  always  located  in  a  huge 
ruinous  square  tower  over  the  Salt  Gate.  In  early  morning 
I  used  to  sit  upon  one  of  the  two  guns  of  Ningpo  and  look 
through  the  broken  walls  upon  the  filthy  scene  within  that 
tower.  There  was  always  a  store  of  stolen  dogs  tied  up, 
and  one  of  these  was  killed  for  the  morning  meal.  Then 
they  separated  for  the  day  ;  to  return  at  what  hour  of  night 
I  know  not,  for  I  took  care  not  to  make  one  of  that  party 
after  dark.  There  was  no  police  to  keep  them  in  order ; 
but,  probably,  if  their  depredations  had  become  quite 
insufierable,  the  taoutai  would  have  called  out  a  certain 
munber  of  soldiers  and  exterminated  them,  or  the  trades- 
men, vauld  have  banded  together  and  destroyed  them.  The 
Chinese  are  a  race  of  co-operative  habits.  They  form  socie- 
ties to  rob,  sr)cieties  to  resist  robbery,  and  societies  for  all 
or  any  faneifol  object.  But  these  societies  all  have  one  ten- 
dency— to  ''squeeze"  the  non-members.  From  the  Triad 
Socio t}-.  which  wsis  at  the  bottom  of  the  present  rebeUion, 
to  the  Tailors'  Union  at  Hongkong,  the  rules  and  regula- 
ti<ms  of  which  have  jast  been  published  in  the  North  China^ 
HmUd,  all  have  the  same  practical  object  in  Tiew.  The 
'^Teente  Brotherhood,"  the  Triads,"  the  ''HeaTen  and 
Earth  Sodety,"  the  "Qneen  of  Heaven^s  Cbmpany,"  the 
^  Mood  Fanuly,**  the  <<Pare  Tea  Seti"  are  all  obnoziona  to 
the  general  description  given  in  a  memorial  published  in  the 

"  They  carry  off  persons  in  order  to  extort  ransoms  for  them  ;  they 
&lsely  assume  the  characters  of  police  officers ;  they  bnild  &8t  boats 
pfofeoedly  to  goavd  the  grain-MdSy  aad  into  tiiese  they  put  from  ten 
to  twenty  men,  who  cruise  along  Uie  rivers,  violently  plundering  the 
boats  of  travellers,  or  forcibly  carrying  off  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
the  tanka  boat  people.  The  inhabitants  of  the  villages  and  hamlets 
fear  these  robbers  as  they  would  tigers,  and  do  not  offer  them  any 
resistance.  Tbi9  hmbandmaa  must  pay  these  roUMn  a  eharge,  eke  aa 
soon  OS  hit  orop  is  ripe  it  is  plnndeveay  and  the  whole  field  laid  bare. 
In  the  precincts  of  the  metropolis  they  set  fire  to  places  daring  the 
night,  that,  under  pretence  of  flaring  and  defending,  thej  may  plunder 
and  carry  oS," 
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In  sucli  a  country  tLe  merchant  must  make  up  his  mind 
to  run  some  risk  ;  but  still  this  rebellion  is  something  more 
than  a  normal  element  of  Chinese  society.  It  is  not  a  general 
insecurity,  it  is  a  positive  stoppage.  It  is  an  aneurism  in  the 
great  artery  of  China,  It  is  a  stoppage  of  the  Yang-tse-kiang. 

If  the  rebels  had  taken  Pekin  and  changed  the  dynasty, 
it  had  been  a  matter  of  no  importance  to  us.  If  they  liad 
taken  Kwaugtung,  we  might  have  treated  with  them.  But 
they  have  located  themselves  iu  a  position  where  they  can 
do  us  nothing  but  positive  mischief  They  do  not  move. 
They  neitlier  grow  into  a  power,  nor  sink  into  a  rabble.  So 
far  as  appearances  show,  the  siege  of  Nankin  may  last  for 
ten  years  longer.  The  rumour  of  to-day  is  contradicted  by 
the  not  more  cei^tain  intelligence  of  to-morrow.  Nothing  is 
oertaiOt  except  that  so  long  as  the  people  inside  can  get  food, 
and  so  long  as  the  may  outside  get  their  pay,  nothing  will 
be  done. 

But  something  must  be  done  in  the  interest  of  commerce* 
All  the  British  navy  could  ride  in  that  deep,  vide  river, 
which  rolls  by  Nankin.  There  are  two  convenient  islands 
there — ^e  Gold  and  Silver  Islands — ^which  might  be  gar- 
risoned by  the  treaty  powers  for  the  protection  of  neatral 
veflselfl^  until  these  troubles  are  over ;  and  the  presence  of  a 
oonple  of  steamers,  such  as  the  It^fleaabU  and  the  Fwry^ 
with  a  gonboat  or  two,  to  act  as  ranners  higher  up,  would 
not  be  too  great  a  price  to  pay  for  security  upon  the  great 
trunk-road  of  China.  I  don't  think  there  wcmld  be  any 
objection  urged  at  Fekin  against  this  course,  and  as  to  the 
rebels,  Mr.  Medhurst,  who  is  now  in  England,  and  who 
made  some  reports  to  the  €k>Temment  on  the  subject,  can 
tell  you,  if  he  pleases,  what  manner  of  men  they  are,  and 
what  title  they  have  to  our  sympathies. 

4.  The  fourth  and  most  emphatic  reason  given  for  the 
absence  of  progress  in  the  sale  of  British  produce,  is  the 
large  protective  duties  levied  at  the  custom-houses. 

I  came  out  to  China  strongly  imbued  with  the  conviction, 
so  universal  in  England,  that  the  inland  custom-houses  shut 
in  our  British  produce  within  a  narrow  area  of  coast  country. 
I  found  the  same  belief  prevalent  in  Hongkong  and  shared 
by  our  English  oficials. 
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Mr.  Hatherford  Alcock,  who  in  1848  made  some  inquiries 
in  reference  to  these  inland  or  transit  duties  as  tlicy  bear 
upon  the  commerce  of  Shanghai,  coukl  only  discover  that 
they  were  constantly  alleged  as  a  cause  of  delay  and  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  the  produce  to  that  port,  and  that  they 
had  been  found  a  serious  impediment  to  the  ready  circula- 
tion of  our  goods  beyond  Soochow,  so  much  so  that  the  tea- 
merchant  would  at  once  get  rid  of  the  longcloths  he  had 
taken  in  exchange,  and  submit  to  a  loss  of  twenty  or  thii-ty 
per  cent.,  rather  than  incur  the  delay,  trouble,  and  risk  of  en- 
deavouring to  carry  them  with  him  into  the  interior.  "  In 
truth,"  he  remarks,  "the  port  of  Shanghai  is  only  open  to 
trade  so  far  as  the  inner  cordon  of  custom-houses  are  per- 
meable and  allow  ingress  to  our  goods." 

No  doubt  the  custom-houses  of  Hangchow,  known  as  the 
Pihain  Kwan,  and  of  Soochow,  two  of  the  largest  trading 
cities  in  the  empire,  are  so  placed  as  to  be  capable  of  inter- 
cepting nearly  the  whole  of  the  imports  and  exports  of 
Shanghai,  with  the  exception  of  silk,  upon  which  are  accu- 
mulated ou  its  arrival  at  that  port  the  triple  duties  of  the 
Pihsin,  the  Taeping,  and  the  Kan  custom-houses.  This  is 
the  chain  it  would  have  had  to  pasS|  had  its  destination  been 
Canton  ;  and  the  triple  duties  are  consolidated  at  Shanghai 
in  order  that  the  barbarians  maj  gain  nothing  by  having  a 
new  shipping-port  nearer  to  the  raw  produce^ 

This  arrangement  was  in  accordance  with  the  edict  pub- 
lished in  the  Pekin  Gazette  in  September,*  1844  : — 

**  Tho  amount  of  fixed  duties  to  bo  sent  to  the  capital  by  the  Canton 
maritime  onstom-hoose  wm  899,064  taels;  and  beddea  a  snrplas  of 
libout  1,000  to  40,000  taels.  However,  since  now  the  trade  will  be 
carried  on  at  the  other  four  ports,  the  receipts  at  Canton  will  full 
Bhort  of  that  sum,  and  therefore  Foochow  and  the  other  ports  must, 
nfter  having  realized  their  respective  quotas,  make  up  the  deficit  at 
Canton." 

But  inasmnch  as  the  trade  of  Shanghai  was  for  the  last 
six  months  £14,990,000,  and  as  Shanghai  alone  now  returns 
to  the  Chinese  treasury  more  than  2,000,000  of  tael%  all 
difficulty  on  this  score  has  ceased. 

A|;ain,  the  edict  of  1844  provides  that,— 

The  duty  on  raw  silk,  now  fixed  at  ten  UeU  per  picul,  is  leaa  than 

O 


lU 

it  WAS  formerly  ;  and  tbe  fiye  ports  Mug  now  opto*  BMrbhsnts  will  go 
witli  this  article  to  the  nearest  market.    Bat  they  must  make  up  the 

loss  of  the  transit  duties,  which  othorwiRe  would  have  heen  paid  if  they 
had  proceeded  to  Caoton,  ia  whatsoever  port  they  eeii  their  cargo." 

There  Is  a  omilar  provision  as  to  tea  and  wrought  silk. 
Now,  what  are  these  duties  ?    This  question  is  one  which 

engages  the  most  anxious  attention  of  the  English  coiu- 
merciul  liouses  botli  liere  and  in  China.  I  have  obtained  a 
translation  of  the  tariif  of  legal  charges,  and  il  wili  be  seen 
that  these  are  not  exorbitant. 

l^ramU  DttHetpaid  at  the  Custom-houses  ofKon,  Toeptf^,  mid  Pihtim, 
on  goods  that  arc  gokig  doim  lo  CeuUon,  or  ikmm  tranupcrted  to  ihe 
Nortkmi  Provinces. 

(Eztnoted  from  the  **  Hoopootsihle,"  30th  and  Slst  toIs.,  a  work  oa 
X9?ea«es,  published  by  ImperiaL  authority.) 
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8  14  9 

0  9  0  4  4-5 

I  am  infiyrmed  upon  the  best  aoiliority  to  be  obtained 
upon  audi  matten^  bat  not  implicitly  to  be  credited,  tbat 
tnis  tariff  has  never  been  repealed  or  Taried.  The  question 
temams  whether  its  providons  are  evaded.  The  foreign 
merchants  think  that  practically  the  tarifPis  a  dead  letter — 
that  the  mandarins,  having  to  deal  with  Chinamen,  take 
exceptions  to  the  terms  of  the  catalogue,  and  say  that  the 
cottons  mentioned  are  Chinese,  and  not  foreign  cottons. 

Such  an  interpretation  would  be  absurd  upon  the  face 
of  the  document ;  but  between  a  mandarin  and  a  Chinaman 
might  makes  right,  and  such  things  may  take  place. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  does  often  occur ;  I  am  sure  it 
may  occur.    I  am  certain,  also,  that  there  are  only  two 
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remedies  for  it — a  proper  treaty  provision  as  to  duties  upon 
all  foreign  merchandise  (levied  at  the  ports),  and  a  power  of 
free  transit  in  China  to  all  British  subjects  famished  with 
proper  credentials. 

Bni  when  I  go  a  ste[)  further,  and  am  called  upon  to  say 
whether  these  exactions  are  so  exorbitant  and  so  common 
that  thej  now  operate  as  an  absolute  prohibition  to  the 
drcnlation  of  British  goods,  I  xnnst  abandon  my  precon- 
ceived o])inions  and  recant  much  that  I  have  said  in  earlier 
letters.  I  do  not  think  this  is  so.  A  man  who  travels  in 
China  to  study  the  peo})lp,  their  institutions,  and  their 
manners,  must  not  pride  himself  on  his  consistency.  He 
travels  and  he  inquires  in  order  that  he  may  change  his 
mind,  and  I  think  1  luivn  seen  good  reason  to  believe  tiiat 
this  custoni-huuse  jn'oliibitiou  is  very  much  over-estimated. 

In  the  first  place,  I  have  circulated  questions  in  Cliinese 
among  Chinese  merchants,  to  all  which  I  have  received  the 
most  incongruous  and  unsatisfactory  answers.  From  these 
I  can  draw  no  other  conclusion  than  that  the  taritl  is  not 
much  looked  to,  but  that  there  is  a  general  *'  sqtieeze  "  (it  is 
the  universal  Chinese  word,  and  I  must  use  it)  upon  all  the 
transported  articles,  without  any  reference  to  what  country 
the  goods  come  from,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  squeeze 
depends  upon  the  power  of  the  mandarin's  screw  and  the 
squeezability  of  the  merchant.  X  have  one  instance,  and 
only  one,  before  me^  in  which  a  merchant  sent  English  goods 
up  to  Soochow  for  sale  there,  and  wdien  (on  account  of 
markets  rising  at  Shanghai)  he  wanted  to  get  them  back,  * 
he  was  asked  to  pay  charges  amounting  to  twenty  per  cent., 
ail  1  lie  was  told  that  this  was  for  duties  paid  at  Soochow.  . 

In  this  case  either  the  agent  was  a  rogue,  or  the  screw 
had  been  twisted  very  tight 

But  in  the  common  course  of  commerce  this  cannot  so 
liappen.   I  will  state  my  reasons. 

I  have  had  o[)portunitie8  of  studying  Kingpo  more  care- 
fully than  any  other  Chinese  dty.  I  know^  from  the 
consular  returns  that  direct  impiorts  froi^n  England  to 
Kingpo  there  were  none  ;  that  the  reslupments  from 
Shanghai  consisted  only  of  an  inconsiderable  quantity  of 
cotton  shirtings,  no  woollens,  no  printed  goochi,  spme  uietal, 
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aild  a  few  birds'  nests,  and  other  Straits  produce  of  about 
equal  importance.  Yet,  to  my  surprise,  I  found  Ningpo 
full  of  English  goods.  There  were  great  quantities  of  cloth 
from  Leeds,  cotton  velvets  in  some  variety,  bales  of  "  do- 
mestics," counters  full  of  long  ells,  and  Spanish  stripes  in 
much  abundance.  I  was  curious  to  know  where  all  these 
came  from,  and,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  was  told  that 
they  all  came  from  Hoochow.  All  these  goods  therefore 
must  have  ])assed  through  that  terrible  custom-house  at 
Soochow.  Yet  the  owners  of  these  goods  must  have  had 
the  option  of  traDsporting  them  direct  from  Shanghai,  with 
no  iutervemDg  custom-housey  hy  sea.  The  only  reason  for 
passing  them  through  Soochow  was  the  mercantile  facilities 
of  that  great  mart.  In  eveiy  other  respect  the  trans-shipment 
by  sea  would  have  been  less  expensive.  I  think  this  fact  is 
decisive  that  the  exactions  at  the  Soochow  custom-house 
could  not  have  been  very  greats  I  took  great  pains  to 
verify  what  the  Ningpo  shopkeepers  told  me,  and  there  was 
no  second  opinion  upon  the  matter ;  and  I  was  referred  to 
a  consnlar  r^K>rt  of  1846  (which  I  shall  hereafter  quote)^ 
showing  that  this  system  is  at  least  ten  years  old  The 
oonsnlar  retnms  for  1856  are  in  themselves  a  conclusive 
corroboration.  I  may  add  that  I  bought  a  ball  of  English 
sewing  cotton  at  Ningpo  to  four  cash — ^rather  less  than  a 
fiiarthing. 

We  most  not  over-estimate  these  &et&  They  only  prove 
that  these  custom-houses  do  not  ahoaif$  heavily  mulct 
English  good%  and  that  they  are  not  the  closed  barrier 
which  they  have  been  supposed  to  be.  The  costom-hoases 
are  not  the  cause  why  Ebaglish  goods  do  not  permeate  the 
country,  but  still  English  goods  do  not  make  their  way 
beyond  a  certain  distance  from  the  tive  ports.  My  expe- 
rience merely  shows  that  the  importance  of  tliesc  custom- 
houses is  exaggerated,  not  tliat  they  are  never  au  impedi- 
ment. 

I  must  in  candour  add  that  I  have  been  informed  that 
the  distinction  between  barter  and  cash  prices  has,  within 
the  last  two  years,  almost  disappeared,  and  that  some 
woollens  and  shirtings  are  transshipped  to  Ningpo  in  native 
vessels.    The  iii*st  fact  only  strengthens  my  conclusion  as  to 
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the  small  eflect  of  the  Soochow  custom-house ;  tlie  second  is 
too  unimportant  to  affect  the  arguaient. 

I  have  now  examined  the  four  reasons  usually  fi^ven  in 
Ei3«^land  for  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  our  export  trade 
to  ChiDa.  They  whose  interest  in  the  subject,  or  whose 
ipreat  patienoey  has  enabled  them  to  accompany  me  in  this 
inyestigatioDi  will,  I  hope,  agree  in  my  conclusion  that  these 
•causes  are  insufficient  to  account  for  the  effects  in  the  mag- 
nitude in  which  we  see  them.  I  now  proceed  to  point  out 
some  other  CMiaes  which,  as  I  think,  exerciBe  a  more  impor- 
tant influence. 

I  musfc  divide  these  reasons  also  into  four  classes 
1,  that  we  are  beaten  by  fair  competitionin  the  Chinese  mar* 
kets ;  2,  ignorance  of  British  manufiMstuven  aa  to  the  xeqw^ 
menia  of  China;  3,  that  Bcitiih  ezporta  are  an  unpopvlar 
branch  of  commerce  with  British  merehanta ;  and,  4,  that 
tile  coantrj  ia  not  open  to  our  merchandifle. 

Threa  of  these  reaaona  wiU,  I  ftar,  not  be  popular  eltiier 
in  England  or  in  China.  I  must  de&nd  them  aa  shortlj  aa 
1  can  in  the  order  in  which  I  have  propounded  them. 

1.  Tea  are  beaten  by  fidr  competiibtcm  in  the  Chineaa 
markets* 

The  Americans  beat  you  ia  drills  and  sheetings  At 
Shanghai,  in  1856,  the  imports  were  221,716  pieces  aS 
American  drills,  against  8,745  English  ;  and  14,420  of 
American  sheciings,  against  1,240  English.  The  reason 
given  for  this  is  that  in  tlicoO  heavy  goods  tlie  labour  is  in 
small  proportion  to  the  cost  of  tlie  raw  material,  and  the 
producer  of  the  raw  material  must  have  the  advantage. 
This  may  be  so  ;  I  only  chronicle  the  fact  that  we  are  beaten 
by  fair  competition. 

In  woollen  goods  you  sustain  close  rivalry  with  the  Grer- 
mans  and  the  Kussians.  At  Hongkong  itself  I  found  that 
the  table-covers  were  almost  universally  of  German  manu- 
facture. At  Ningpo  I  examined  a  great  many  pieces  of 
cloth  of  different  manufactures.  There  was  a  low  quality 
cloth  of  Leeds  manufacture,  which  was  1,437  cash,  or  about 
a  yard ;  a  Saxony  superfine,  also  of  low  quality  and  also 
of  Leeds  manufacture,  1,757  cash,  or  about  10^.  6d.,  a  yard. 
These  were  a  yard  and  a  half  wide.    There  waa  a  narrower 
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English  cloth  of  better  quality  and  substance  (extra  super- 
fine), which  was  2,965  cash,  or  about  18a.,  a  yard.  But 
there  was  also  a  strong  thick  Russian  cloth,  which  "vvas  two 
yards  wide  (wanting  two  inches),  and  which  was  sold  for 
2,216  cash,  or  135.  6d.  a  yard.  The  Russian,  therefore, 
taking  the  width  into  coniiideration,  was  about  3i'.  a  yard 
dearer  thau  the  worst  of  the  English,  about  the  same  as  tlio 
English  second  best,  and  not  much  more  than  one-halt  the 
price  of  the  best  English  quality. 

The  Chinaman  prefers  the  best  English,  but  he  cannot 
afford  it,  and  buys  it  in  small  quantities.  Next  to  that  he 
prefers  the  Russian,  for  it  is  stout  and  serviceable,  and  he 
says  in  his  native  idiom,  although  it  "  hairs"  (roughens)  easier 
than  the  best  English,  it  docs  not  so  soon  do  so  as  the  inferior 
English  articles.  The  great  bulk  of  the  cloth  sold  to  the 
CShinese,  therefore,  is  Russian. 

I  am^  of  course,  aware  that  the  Russian  cloths  are  sold 
dmp,  baoaose  they  are  given  in  barter  for  tean^  which  are 
placed  against  them  at  unnatural  prioea  The  consequence 
is  that  the  tea-consumer  in  Russia  pays  a  bounty  Upon  the 
import  of  Russian  cloths  into  China*  Thia^  however,  only 
accounts  for  the  fact — it  does  not  weaken  it.  No  matter 
how,  it  is  sofficient  lor  us  that  the  Russian  beats  us  in  the 
Chinese  market. 

The  Chinese  also  used  to  beat  us  in  cottona  exported  to 
their  northern  pieiviaeee.  The  fiolureof  theoottonerophsa 
given  us  just  at  prswnt  rotiier  a  monopolj  of  the  market  in 
fiNbantung,  Bhinkiang,  and  Oarea»  but  with  a  good  crop  ot 
eotton  in  China  we  shall  probably  lose  this  egain»  and  be 
vndetsold  by  bomeqion  goods.  The  profits  made  upon  these 
exports  by  Chinese  bouses  are  very  great,  and  it  is  not  an 
unimportant  aflbir,  fbr  the  sales  axe  6,000,000  dollars 
annually.  I  believe  that  if  we  oould  lay  our  goods  down  in 
tiiose  provinces  without  the  intervention  of  the  m<m 
southern  Chinamen  we  should  he  aUe  to  maintain  our  pre* 
sent  position,  and  do  a  large  trade  in  those  provinces  which 
are  too  far  north  for  the  growth  of  native  cotton. 

If  We  are  undersold,  it  is  of  no  use  to  cry  out ;  there  is  an 
end  of  the  matter.  If  Leeds  cannot  send  thick  serviceable 
cloth  to  China  cheaper  thau  llussia  can,  and  if  JVIauchester 


soo 


cannot  make  cotton  cloth  of  a  given  quality  clieaper  than 
the  old  woman  at  the  door  of  a  Chinese  cottage  can.  we  may 
as  well  shut  up  sliop.  Manchester  and  Leeds  ought  not  to 
be  beaten  in  any  of  these  matters,  and  that  they  are  is,  I 
believe,  simply  the  result  of  ignorance  at  home  of  Ohinesse 
wants  and  habits. 

2.  This  brings  me  to  my  second  heading,  which,  I  think, 
after  the  instances  giv'en  in  this  paper,  I  need  not  now 
labour.  No  doubt  there  are  men  in  China  who  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  Manclicstcr  trade,  and  who  can  calculate 
for  you  how  much  the  experiment  would  cost  of  setting  up 
a  few  looms  to  spin  narrow  widths.  But  there  is  no  spirit 
o£  inquiry  abroad,  no  energy  at  work,  no  notion  of  distract- 
ing the  eye  for  a  moment  from  watching  those  eternal 
shirtings^  no  thought  whether  you  cannot  make  better  shifb 
with  some  other  class  of  goods.  Manchester  made  a  great 
blind  effort  when  the  ports  were  opened^  and  that  cifort 
£uled  ;  since  then  she  has  fallen  into  an  apathy,  and  trusts 
to  the  chapter  of  accidents. 

3.  Intimately  connected  with  the  last  ia  mj  third  pnipa* 
aition,  that  British  expoi*ts  are  an  unpopular  braiu^h  of 
commerce  with  British  merchants  in  China* 

Now,  I  ahonld  be  the  most  ungrateliil  of  men  if  I  were 
to  say  anything  depredatory  of  tl^  British  merefaanta  in 
five  ports.  I  am  indebted  to  them  for  alll  know  npon  the 
anbjecta  whereon  I  write.  I  have  gone  to  them,  almost  at 
all  hours,  when  difficnltiea  vexed  me  or  figures  came  out 
with  inconsistent  results ;  and  even  from  the  busiest  of  them 
at  the  busiest  times  I  have  always  obtained  the  frankeat 
information  and  access  to  all  the  statiatiea  which  thmr  offices' 
afford.  I  have  been  a  neutral  power^  here,  from  whom  no 
one  had  any  trade  secrets.  But  I  am  not  driven  even  to 
say,  "  Amicus  Plato,  Tnagis  arnica  VerikisJ'*  I  say  no  more 
than  they  themselves  would  say  quite  frankly  and  quite 
openly.  There  are  some  houses  which  pay  a  certain  atten- 
tion to  cottons  and  woollens,  but  the  largest  British  houses 
in  China  care  very  little  about  British  exports.  Talk  to 
them  of  the  transit  duties  upon  tea  or  silk,  or  of  the  import 
duty  upon  opium,  and  you  will  be  certain  of  an  animated 
discuission  or  a  very  warm  expression  of  opinion.    Speak  to 
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them  of  the  Pihsiug  Kwan,  and  show  them  how  little  pro- 
gress is  made  with  British  goods,  and  they  give  you  in  an 
otf-hand  way  the  same  reasons  you  have  heard  in  England. 
It  is  too  hot  to  rush  about  China.  The  fact  is,  this  business 
is  neither  pleasant  nor  profitable.  These  men  come  out  here 
to  make  fortunes  in  from  five  to  seven  years,  not  to  force 
English  calicoes  up  into  remote  places,  Theii*  work  is  to 
buy  Chinese  produce.  Tf  the  English  inimufacturer  wants 
his  work  done,  they  will  do  it  for  him,  as  it  comes  in  their 
way.  But  if  he  wants  extraordinary  exertion,  carefully 
ooUected  information,  and  persevering  up-country  enterprise 
■  >nd  this  is  what  he  does  want — ^he  must  do  it  bimselE 

I  will  show  why  t]us  British  import  baoness  is  not  one 
to  be  much  loved* 

British  produce  is  sold  either  for  money  or  barter. 
Except,  as  just  now,  when  the  English  houses  do  not  want 
to  buy  silk  at  present  high  prices^  and  the  Chinese  do  want 
cotton  goods,  the  cash  sales  have  not  been  the  majority  of 
operations.  The  bulk  has  during  past  years  been  effected 
hj  barter.  I  am  told  that  this  is  changing  but  I  speak 
of  commercial  operationa  as  the  anthorized  figures  show 
them. 

Ifr.  Consul  Thorn,  in  a  report  addressed  to  Sir  John 
Bsvis  in  1846,  explains  the  working  of  the  barter  trade  in 
Qhioa.   He  says 

Tt  will  be  necessary  to  remind  your  Excellency  that  in  our  immense 
transactions  at  Shanghai  there  are  two  prices  known— viz.,  the  cash 
price  and  the  barter  price.  The  British  merchant  on  bartering  hia 
oottooB  and  woo11«d8  gets  a  higher  nominal  prie«  for  iham  than  h» 
vould  get  were  he  to  mU  them  at  the  cash  pnce  of  the  day.  On  the 
other  hriTid,  the  teaman  or  silkman  just  adds  an  equivalent  aocreUon 
to  the  price  of  his  silk  or  tea,  and  so  the  account  is  balanced. 

•*Thu8,  if  a  manufacturer  were  to  ship  a  parcel  of  British  goods  to 
Shanghai,  with  instructions  that  his  returns  be  made  in  bills,  ther 
utmost  that  he  can  expect  is,  that  his  agent  shall  sell  his  goods  at  the 
cash  price.  But  A.B.'s  account  of  sales  of  goods  sold  for  cash,  would 
be  very  different  from  his  neighbour  C.  D.'s,  which  had  been  bartered. 
The  particulars  I  am  now  detailing  nre  not  well  understood  in  England, 
and  when  such  a  circumstance  happens  it  generally  causes  an  un- 
pleasant conrespondenoe  between  the  constitnent  at  home  and  the 
agent  out  here.*' 

The  Ningpo  or  Cliusaa  mcrchaat  sees  that  account-sales 
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are  sent  home  from  Slmiighai  at  2  dollars  90  cents,  and  he 
does  not  like  to  send  home  a  worse  account-sale  ;  but  he 
wants  cash,  and  cannot  get  this.  The  natives  are  retailing 
at  less  than  2  dollars  i)0  cents ;  he  is  not  authorized  to  take 
produce,  so  he  must  either  submit  to  a  sacrifice  or  retii^ 
before  native  competition. 

I  do  not  mean  to  insist  upon  this  as  an  insurmountable 
4lbjcction.  No  doubt  this  is  righting  or  will  right  itself. 
No  doubt  consignors  in  England  and  consignees  in  China, 
with  multifiirious  transactions,  come  to  understand  these 
matters.  But  such  having  during  former  years  been  the 
oonne  of  business  it  is  quite  easy  to  comprehend  that 
pDshing  British  produce  has  not  been  the  first  object  of  a 
merchant  located  in  China. 

I  am  peridMj  aware  that  the  British  manufiictorers^ 
when  the  four  ports  wm  first  opened,  established  houses  in 
China  iox  the  sole  purpoae  of  extending  the  sale  of  their 
prodno^  and  that  these  houRs  did  not  paj.  They  could  not 
pay,  nor  mrald  they  now  paj.  The  gmt  profits  oome  from 
tm,  mXk,  and  opium.  The  honaes  that  have  this  business  in 
thenr  hands^  ha^e  also  to  a  great  extent  the  British  exporta 
in  their  hands.  The  British  export  trade  will  not  maiataiii 
meroantib  hooses ;  hat  it  would  pay  for  tiavelliDg  agents 
aoting  in  immediate  eoouieotion  with  the  home  manufte* 
turersj  who  should  keep  their  principals  at  home  well 
informed,  and  who  should  work  their  operations  through 
the  established  houses  here. 

After  what  I  have  said,  you  must  not  wonder  to  hear 
some  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  China  say  that  we  are  going 
on  very  well  as  we  are — that  tlie  demands  for  free  inter- 
course are  unjust  and  impolitic — and  that  the  utmost  we 
want  is  one  or  two  more  ports  and  an  embassy  at  Pekin. 
Such  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  great  body  of  the  mercantile 
community.  But  it  is  the  opinion  of  men  who  will  be  much 
listened  to  in  England. 

4.  But  the  chief  and  all-sufncient  reason  why  we  are 
not  doing  what  we  ought  to  do  in  China  is,  that  China  ia 
not  open  to  our  merchandise. 

Of  course,  tliere  is  a  8 j>ital fields-ball  sort  of  feeling  in 
China,  as  el^where ;  and  o&ciai  persons,  being  all  iu  China 
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of  tbe  good  old  Tory  school,  set  their  faces  against  foreign 
goods.  I  have  been  told  of  Chinamen  stating  they  were 
ready  to  take  shiploads  of  Manchester  goods  if  they  could 
only  be  protected  irom  the  interference  of  their  own 
mandarins. 

But  this  is  a  very  minor  consideration.  The  authorities 
in  China  are  atrong  against  an  individual,  but  utterly  power-* 
less  against  a  popular  feeling.  China  in  UtoB  respeot  is  the 
most  democratic  country  in  the  world;  witness  the  growth  of 
tlie  poppy,  the  difficaltj  of  raising  new  taxes,  the  immediate 
<lo\vn£iil  of  an  unpopular  officer,  and  the  utter  failure  of  the 
Emperor  and  all  his  power  at  Pekin  to  force  into  circulation 
his  debased  lO-eash  piece.  The  evil  is  that  foitish  goods 
are  not  bjK>ught  under  the  eyes  of  the  Chinamen  of  tha 
interior  cities.  A  Chinaman  is  the  incarnation  of  what 
some  pe(^le  in  England  would  call  common  seasa  He  has 
no  prejudices  of  any  kind,  patriotk\  religious,  or  lenti- 
mental.  He  has  a  strong  clannish  fiunily  selfidmess,  and 
that  is  an.  Ton  have  nothing,  therefore,  to  do  but  to  con- 
-vince  him  that  you  have  that  to  sdl  which  it  would  suit  him 
to  hare^  and  that  you  can  sell  it  at  a  lowar  price  than  he 
ean  get  it  at  elsewhere. 

Convince  the  people  of  this,  and  all  the  mandarins  in  China 
will  not  sto])  your  sales. 

At  present  however,  you  are  only  upon  the  outer  fringe  of 
the  great  Chinese  empire.  You  might  have  made  more  oi  your 
sphere  of  action  than  you  have  made,  but  you  are  not  trading 
with  China. 

All  our  ports,  except  Shanghai,  are  separated  from  the 
inland  waters  of  China  by  a  chain  of  mountains.  A  con- 
tinuation of  the  Himalayas,  at  a  much  lower  altitude,  tracks 
the  whole  coi\st  line  of  China  at  some  distance  from  the  86% 
and  passes  out  at  the  archipelago  of  Chni^an. 

Inside  those  mountains  lies  the  bulk  of  the  empire  of 
China — outside  lie  our  trading-ports. 

The  seaboard  provinces  extending  southwards  from  Ningpo 
to  Canton  are  thus  isolated  from  the  interior,  and  from  the 
great  inland  routes  of  traSic  by  this  barrier  of  mountains. 
Over  these  mountaimi  goods  transmitted  from  the  interior 
to  any  of  these  ports  must  be  carried.   Even  in  passing  from 
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Nincrpo  to  Hangchow  tliere  must  be  two  transshipmonts  of 
goods:.  Amoy  and  Foochow  liave  tlie  same  position.  Canton 
labours  under  the  saaie  disadvantages.  Every  piece  of  mer- 
chandise brought  down  from  or  carried  up  to  the  interior 
must  be  carried  for  twenty  miles  over  a  chain  of  mountains^ 
and  carried  oa  men*s  backs.  But^  then,  Canton  has  been 
fostered  by  its  monopoly  of  interoourse  ;  a  race  of  carrying 
coolies  has  grown  into  existence^  and  the  difficulties  are 
xedaced  to  their  minimum.  If  some  strong  and  unreasoning 
power  were  to  declare  that  Southend  should  be  the  only  port 
in  the  British  islands  where  commerce  should  be  carried  on» 
no  doubt  Southend  would  have  a  still  longer  pier,  and  docks 
would  be  dug,  and  a  harbour  would  be  made,  and  Southend 
would  cease  to  be  the  uninteresting  spot  it  now  is.  Canton 
has  been  a  Southend  with  its  suggested  monopoly.  Amoy, 
Foochow,  and  Ningpo  are  Southends  without  any  monopoly. 

There  is  a  way  of  getting  behind  these  hills  and  into  the 
central  districts  of  the  empire— a  way  wheiein  the  merchant 
may  travel  without  t<nl  or  danger ;  where  no  robbers  can 
assail  him  at  a- vantage  ;  where  secret  imposts  cannot  spoil 
hii  markets — a  way  which  extends  up  to  the  furthest  limits 
of  the  empire^  and  whence  convenient  and  innumerable  ways 
branch  forth,  reaehing  to  every  hamlet  <^  this  great  centnd 
region.  The  gate  at  which  we  must  enter  China  is  the 
mouth  of  the  Yang-tse-Kiang.  Give  us  entrance  there,  in 
our  own  ships,  in  our  own  steamers,  and  we  can  deposit  our 
goods  in  every  great  city  of  the  interior  of  China. 

Let  us  start  from  Shanghai,  and  make  an  imaginary 
voyage  up  this  river.  With  the  exception  of  M.  Hue,  no 
European  has  ever  yet  sailed  upon  its  higher  waters,  or  has^ 
indeed,  been  much  above  Nankin.  M.  Hue  has  added 
nothing  to  our  knowledge  for  commercial  purposes ;  but  I 
have  obtained  access  to  some  reports  of  Chinese,  who  traverse 
the  whole  distance  frequently  with  commercial  objects,  and 
I  may  be  able  to  tell  something  more  of  this  river  than  is  yet 
known  to  Englishmen. 

Havini^  threaded  our  wav  thronMi  the  shallows  at  the- 
mouth,  we  are  in  the  largest,  the  deepest,  and  the  most 
abundant  river  in  the  world.  We  go  for  200  miles 
through  the  rich  proviuco  of  Kiangsu,  passing  towns  and 


IVACftNABT  YOTAOB  t7P  TBE  TANO-TSE-KIAKO.  205 


anchorages  less  well  known  to  ships  of  war.  We  will  not 
linger  at  Chekiang,  or  even  at  Nankin,  for  these  great 
cities  are  now  nothing  more  than  the  seared  and  ^vasted 
stroiigholds  of  a  piratical  power.  All  that  was  bcautifid  in 
the  southern  capital  of  China — even  the  luuiuiis  porcelain 
pagoda — has  been  wantonly  destroyed.  Shut  in  from  the 
land  by  the  Imperialist  besiegers,  the  rebels  maintain  them- 
selves by  plundering  the  rich  country  up  and  down  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  the  Imperialists  are  scarcely  less 
burdensome  to  the  country  behind  their  camp.  Commerce 
has  fled  from  these  i)arts.  Ail  we  can  ask  of  these  plunderers 
is  to  let  us  pass  in  peace. 

Hitherto  we  have  been  in  a  tidal  river.  Henceforward, 
although  we  must  still  reckon  its  width  by  miles  and  its 
depth  by  tens  of  fathoms,  our  merchandise-laden  steamer 
must  bo  content  to  labour  against  an  unchanging  stream. 
We  traverse  the  rich  and  thickly-peopled  province  of  Anhtii, 
and  in  our  voyage  of  200  miles  through  that  province  we 
find,  besides  a  constant  succession  of  towns,  two  first-class 
cities^  at  which  we  may  tarry  awhile  to  display  our  merchan- 
dise and  lighten  our  carga 

Now  we  reach  the  provinces  of  Hapeh  and  Honan,  the 
former  on  the  north,  the  latter  on  the  south  bank.  This  is 
the  eountxy  of  the  finest  teas.  It  is  here  that  the  Oopak 
teas  are  grown,  which,  by  an  unnatural  route,  are  forced 
down  to  Canton,  being  borne  on  men's  backs  across  the 
mountains  instead  of  bdng  sent  deftly  down  the  stream  of  the 
great  river  whose  banks  produce  them.  Here  are  lakes,  and 
broad  streams  running  into  them,  and  netwodu  of  canals 
connecting  them*  But  more  than  this,  here,  just  at  this 
spot,  is  the  confluence  of  the  Yang-tse  with  the  great  river 
Han,  which  is  itself  banked  with  large  cities  and  heavy  with 
commerce^ 

At  this  confluence  we  have  a  congregation  of  enormous 
eities — ^Wuchung'on  the  one  bank,  and  Hannan  opposite, 
with  immense  suburbs  extending  fax  away*  The  population 
of  these  cities  is  difierently  estimated  at  3^000,000  and 
1^,000,000  souls ;  but,  what  is  of  still  greater  importance^ 
these  two  dties  are  undoubtedly  the  first  great  emporium  of 
Chinese  commerce.    Here  is  a  market  which  may  set  all 


206 


Manchester  spinning,  all  Leeds  weaving,  all  Sheffield  grinding, 
and  all  Nottingham  throwing,  if  we  only  have  on  board 
samples  of  what  tlu'sc  celestials  desiderate.  It  might  bo 
wortli  while,  if  they  are  shy  of  our  new  goods,  to  anchor  a 
depot  ship  in  the  broad  waters, — for  we  are  told  there  are 
live  miles  of  river  from  shore  to  shore — and  accustom  them 
to  the  sight  of  luxuries  and  necessaries  which  they  may  have 
in  exchange  for  their  cheap  and  abuudaut  first-class  teas. 
Surely  it  would  be  better  thus  to  get  rid  of  them  than  to 
send  them  down  the  Yuan  river  to  the  Tungting  lake,  then 
by  the  capital  city  of  Changteh,  up  the  Siaug  river  to  the 
Ching  district,  across  the  mountain  on  men's  backs  to  Loh- 
chang,  and  then  down  the  northern  river  to  Fatshan  and 
Canton,  for  such  is  their  present  route.  What  charges  must 
accumulate  upon  English  goods  that  should  try  to  coiud  up 
ilie  long)  devious  route  by  which  these  teas  descend. 

We  are  only  half-way  yet  dlimff  our  voyage.  The  river 
leads  us  through  the  whole  provmoe  of  Hupeh ;  and  why 
should  we  not  do  a  little  business  at  the  gzeat  cities  <^ 
Kingchow  and  Tchang,  the  walls  of  which  we  must  pass  ? 
To  this  dtj  of  Tchang  junks  of  300  tons  burden  ascend  in 
great  numbers,  and  the  water  is  still  deqp,  though  the 
bottom  is  rocky  and  dangerous. 

A  little  higher  up  than  Tchang  we  arrive  at  the  tows 
ei  KweL  We  are  now  900  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Yang-tse,  and  hei^  for  the  present  our  steamer  must  be 
content  to  stop^  finr  here  ioir  the  first  time  we  meet  with 
rapida  When  the  summer  sun  has  m^ted  the  snows  of 
Ceatral  Asia  the  trading  junks  shoot  down  these  &11%  and, 
empty  of  cargo,  they  can  be  forced  up  them*  But  if  we  ave 
ercr  to  poisue  an  unbroken  voyage  beyond  this  jpointy  John 
Chinaman  must  add  one  other  to  his  at  present  innumerable 
canals,  and  English  engineers  must  teach  him  the  secret  of 
constructing  locks. 

It  will  not  do,  however,  to  be  stopped  by  these  rapids. 
The  whole  basin  of  the  Yang-tse  is  one  vast  coal  field.  From 
Nankin  to  Sz'chuen  we  have  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  means 
of  locomotion.  There  are  markets  higher  up,  and  thither, 
in  a  steamer  to  be  put  together  above  the  falls,  we  must  go. 
Let  us  suppose  this — no  great  labour  for  us  Anglo-Saxons— 
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to  baye  been  aoeompUahed,  The  streum  is  sUU  deep  aad 
navigabla  It  is  crowded  with  j  unlu,  as  M.  Hoc  will  tesUfy. 
£wei  was  just  upon  the  boimdaxy  line  between  Se'ehuen 
and  Hupeb/'and  Sz'chnen  is  tilie  last  provinee  of  China. 
Beyond  that  are  the  snows  of  Thibet  and  the  swamps  of 
Bormak  Sz*chuen  is  the  finest  province  in  all  China. 
"  You  never  see  an  ill-dressed  man  from  Sz'chuen,"  says  the 
Chinese  proverb.  "  It  grows  more  grain  in  one  year  than 
it  can  consume  in  ten,"  says  another  native  authority, 
addicted,  I  fear,  to  exaggeration.  Tliis  province  appears  to 
produce  everything ;  more  silk  than  any  other  province, 
more  and  better  wax  and  tol^acco,  grass-cloth  of  the  finest 
quality,  tea  of  the  coarsest,  grain  in  such  quantities  that  its 
supplies  act  upon  the  distant  market  of  Hangchow.  More- 
over, the  climate  is  variable,  extremely  hot  and  extremely 
cold,  just  suited  for  our  woollens.  My  Chinese  authority 
asserts  that  they  penetrate  there  now  even  through  the 
difficulties  of  the  transit  from  Canton ;  and  he  says  (I 
suspect  with  some  exacfgeration),  that  one-half  of  the  long 
ells  and  shirtings  landed  at  Canton  find  their  tedious  way 
over  the  hills  and  up  the  rivers  to  Sz'chuen. 

We  must  go  up,  therefore,  above  the  Kwei  falls,  and  must 
pursue  our  voyage  till  we  reach  the  confluence  of  the  Yang- 
tse  with  the  Kialing,  a  river  which  comes  down  from  the 
jKffth.  At  this  confluence  stands  the  great  city  Ghong-king^ 
the  second  great  commercial  emporium  of  China.  My  au- 
thority states  that  under  the  walls  of  this  city  of  Chung-king 
the  lusty  young  Yang-tse  is  already  as  broad  as  the  (^nton 
liver  in  fix)nt  g£  the  dear  departed  £EU3tories,  and  yetj  deq> 
and  very  rapid.  You  may  go  farther  if  you  please^  for  there 
is  the  Western  Sooohow  and  all  the  knd  of  pof^y-bearing 
Yunnan  higher  up^  Bat  the  stream  grows  rocky^  and 
ssTage  tribes  from  Thibet  and  Burmah  msike  the  way 
dangerous.  We  are  getting  to  the  western  boundary  of 
C3ima  BDopen  We  haye  done  our  yrotk ;  we  have  ^  opened 
up  the  country  : "  so  here  we  will  turn  our  steamer's  head 
— Hshall  we  call  her  the  Taiig-tae  i?-— and  pass  swiftly  baok^ 
tawing  our  junk4oads  of  tea  and  silk  and  wax,  and  aatisfied, 
I  hope,  with  our  speculative  voyage.  I  have  said  nothing 
of  oonnds  or  consular  establishments.  The  merdiants  sppear 
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to  incUne  to  the  opinion  tbat  they  do  not  want  them,  and 
are  better  without  them.  They  say  tbat  Swatow  and  Woo* 
ehow  are  growing  into  importance  without  eonsalar  protec- 
tion, and  that  the  want  is  not  felt.  I  differ  a  little  here. 
If  you  do  not  want  consuls  to  protect,  you  want  tliem  to 
restrain.  We  must  not  allow  a  vagabond  European  popula- 
tion to  run  riot  in  the  internal  cities  of  China,  or  we  shall 
change  tlie  peaceful  character  of  the  people.  Wuchang  and 
Chung-king  might,  however,  well  maintain  each  a  consul 
or  consular  agent  with  extended  jurisdiction,  and  this  would 
be  ample  for  a  commencement.  A  consul  may  be  a  great 
nuisance.  A  fussy  consul,  not  now  in  China,  drove  the 
carrying  trade  at  one  of  our  ports  out  of  our  hands.  He 
made  so  many  petty  difficulties  that  the  Chinamen  wrote  up 
and  down  the  coast  not  to  charter  British  ships.  We  must 
have  no  elh^es  of  the  Circumlocution  Office  in  the  Yanjr-tse. 

As  I  have  brought  our  voyage  so  I  must  bring  this  paper 
to  a  close,  for  the  subject  is  so  vast  that  fresh  fields  open 
upon  me  more  rapidly  tlian  the  past  have  been  traversed. 
Surely  you  can  work  out  for  yourselves  the  tributaries  of 
the  Yang-tse  and  the  Grand-Canal-pierced  provinces  of  the 
north  and  canals  of  the  interior.  Bradshaw's  Kaiiway  Map 
is  a  blank  sheet  compared  with  these.  I  have  spoken 
already  of  the  advantages  of  the  northern  coast  when  Pekin 
may  be  reached  from  de  sea.  Give  us  free  aooeaa  to  China; 
protect  US  in  the  exercise  of  our  privileges  until  the  Chinese 
are  become  accustomed  to  us  and  nndenrtand  us,  and  fix  oar 
duty  payments  firmly  and  explicitly,  and  ey^cything  else 
will  follow.  The  great  piracy  difficulty  on  the  coast  will 
find  its  own  sdution ;  for  the  coalfields  will  be  opened^  and 
some  screw  steam  company  will  get  poasession  of  the  coasting 
trade.  The  custom-honse  bugbear  will  disappear,  for  the 
goods  will  be  put  down  at  the  door  of  the  eostomer.  Teta 
and  silks  wiH  be  bought  cheaper,  for  different  districts  will 
be  made  to  compete  when  we  bay  direct  from  the  producer ; 
and  Britirii  mana&etaresf,  with  moderate  energy  and  enters 
prise,  will  make  a  fiur  staaH^. 

I  ought  to  say  sometiiiug  of  the  trade  with  Thibet  from 
India ;  bat  it  is  a  long  matter,  and  I  have  liot  courage  to 
ask  attention  to  iU   Dr.  Campbell,  the  superintendent  of 
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:  Darjeeling,  who  I  hope  has  escaped  these  recent  clangers, 
iiiiderstauds  this  sul)ject  thoroughly,  and  should  be  heard 
upon  it  before  our  treaty  terms  arc  settled. 

Such  are  the  facts  and  opinions  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
.  upon  the  British  import  trade  into  China.  The  subject  is 
'  too  vast  to  be  fully  treated  by  a  cursory  writer.  If  I  have 
•wearied  the  public  by  saying  so  much,  I  am  dissatisfied 
myself  at  having  left  so  much  unsaid.  Many  topics  press 
M\)oi\  me  as  I  resolutely  close  the  ])aper.  Let  me  only  add 
tliat  all  dealing  with  the  interior  of  China  is  impossible 
iinles.s  your  agents  speak  the  knguage  of  the  people ;  aud  I 
have  dose. 


CHAPTER  XVIIL 

FAKSWELI*  TO  SHANGHAI. 

Intelligeuee  U  Beoei^ed  of  Intended  Operations  against  Oanton—Tlie 

Author  Prepares  to  Return  to  the  South — Anticipates  that  Future 
Proceedings  in  the  North  will  become  Necessary — Has  Gathered 
Information  with  a  View  to  these  Proceeding's — How  Pekin  is  Fed — 
luterruption  of  Inland  Transit  for  Kice — Present  Practice  of  Con- 
▼eyanoe  by  Sea — Supplies  may  be  Intercepted — ^Relations  between 
the  Bussian  and  Chinese  Governments — ^Descrtptlon  of  Chinese  Lifo 
at  Shanghai — ^The  Coolies — The  Custom-house — The  Toutai's  Suite — 
The  European  Inspectors  of  Customs — A  Funeral  Procession — ^The 
Chinese  Bystanders — The  Operation  of  Producing  small  Feet  de- 
scribed— A  Chinese  Marriage — The  Shanghai  Tea-gardens — Conjurors 
and  Ventriloquists — Cario  Shops  and  Mtniatnre  Painters — ^Departure 
Iran  Sbanghiii— ArriTttl  at  Hongkon^^Hongkong  News. 

Shanghai,  Oct.  23. 

A  CHAHGK  bas  come  over  the  policj  of  the  anthoritiea  in  the 
South.  The  French  ambassador  has  arrived  in  the  month  of 
the  Ganton  river.  The  projected  northern  voyage  is  defi- 
nitively abandoned.  It  is  reported  that  the  order  has  gone 
&rth  that  Canton  shall  be  taken,  and  I  must  return  to  my 
post  of  observation.  I  hope  to  add  a  postscript  to  this  letter 
^th  a  Hongkong  date. 

AVheu  we  have  settled  our  differences  with  the  Cantonese^ 

p 


Digitized  by  Google 


310 


CSHIXA. 


Hmt  90&D»  of  aotioa  will  be  renKnred  to  ibeae  stortheiB 
porti. 

The  Chinese  officiab,  or  ''the  mapdarins^"  as  it  is  the 
emtom  to  eall  them,  are  of  opinion  thsfc  our  deeasive  move, 
in  order  to  eoeroe  the  ooiirt  of  PeJdn,  will  be  to  out  off  the 

supply  of  food  to  ^le  capital    They  reason,  aceording  to 

Chinese  logic,  iVom  the  precedent  of  the  last  war ;  and,  for 
once,  I  am  inclined  to  adopt  the  same  conclusion,  and  from 
the  biime  premises.  In  our  previous  experience  iLe  CuurD 
was  immovable  so  long  as  we  only  killed,  burnt,  and  de- 
stroyed in  the  provinces.  Directly  we  put  a  muzzle  upon  the 
mouths  of  the  populace  of  Pekin,  the  Court  was  at  our  feet  ; 
so  it  will  be  again. 

I  have  been  investigating  how  Pekin  is  fed.    I  cannot 
quote  my  authorities  without  certain  loss  of  the  heads  of* 
my  informants  ;  but  the  following  may  be  relied  upon  as  in 
the  main  correct  : — 

There  are  nine  of  the  eighteen  provinces  of  China  which 
produce  hce,  and  have,  or  rather  had,  means  of  water  com- 
municatuMi  with  Pekin.  These  provinces  are^FohkieBy 
Cbddang,  Kiangsi,  Shantung,  Hupeh,  Hunan,  Kiangsn, 
Nganhwui,  and  Sadiuen.  These  provinces^  according  to 
ancient  precedent,  pay  their  tribute  to  the  capital  in  rico; 
They  are  bound  to  contribute  in  the  aggregate  10,000  junks, 
each  oontaining  1,000  piouk  of  1331ba  B^iplish ;  but  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  pn^Doriion,  Shantung  and  finnan^  on 
account  of  their  poverty  or  their  amall  extent,  only  pay  as 
half  a  province  each. 

This  anangement  gave  an  annual  supply  of  10,000»000 
piculs  to  the  Impenal  city,  which,  at  the  regular  aUowanoe 
of  about  l^lb.  per  day  per  mouth — such  is  the  capacity  of 
the  measure  meted  out  to  the  soldiery — ^would  feed  a  popula* 
tion  of  3,000,000.  The  calculation,  therefore,  as  is  necessary 
in  all  large  calculations,  allowed  largely  for  a  difference 
between  figures  and  faets. 

The  rebellion,  however,  and  especially  the  occupation  of 
Chekiang,*  upon  the  Yang-tse,  lias  dei-anged  this  comfortable 

*  SiDce  this  was  written,  Chekiang  has  been  retaken— or  rather, 
perhaps,  rebought — by  the  Iraperinlists.  This,  however,  will  not 
necessarily  reopen  the  inland  communication.    The  rice-junks  used 
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stftie  of  thiii^  The  proyinoes  south  of  the  Yang-tsc  can 
no  longer  communioate  with  the  capital  by  the  inner  waters ; 
Szchiien  is  obliged  to  send  f?ilver  to  Kiangsi,  and  there 
purchase  the  rice  which  could  not  be  sent  from  the  province 
itself 

In  recent  years  the  10,000,000  piculs  have  been  enor- 
mously diminished ;  and  the  Pekin  Gazette  has  contained 
many  lamentations  on  this  score.  So  late  as  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember there  is  a  memorial  on  this  subject.  The  number  of 
the  20th  of  September  contains  the  answer  of  officers  to  the  • 
urgent  orders  already  given  to  collect  rice  and  send  it  round 
by  Tiensin.  There  is  no  trade  at  Pekin  ;  and  the  supply  is 
necessarily  a  very  critical  affair. 

Nankin  formerly  sent  three  millions^  and  Nankin  has 
•now  other  mouths  to  feed.  The  China  merchants  who 
bought  the  Szchuen  rice  were  never  paid,  for  the  four  lacs 
of  dollars  sent  from  that  proTlnoe  to  pay  for  it  were  em- 
bezzled by  the  mandarins---^  irregularity  which  has  not 
tended  to  facilitate  matters.  The  other  provinces  had 
experienced  inundations  and  locusts,  and  had  Imperial  or 
rebel  armies  in  thehr  neighbooxhoody  and  they  paid  th€«r 
qaotas  vitli  diffieoltj.  But  still,  foni  him  vmL,  Fekin . 
hBA  been  fed.  The  supply,  however^  no  longer  reaches  the 
city  AS  formerly  by  the  Imperial  Canal  and  the  other  inner 
waters ;  but  the  junks  start  from  the  eoast^  and,  by  seaboardi . 
they  voyage  to  the  Golf  of  Fecheli  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Peiho. 

The  custom  is  to  gather  the  rice  together  upon  the  coast- 
so  soon  as  the  hai'\^est  is  got  in.  About  the  1st  of  January 
of  our  yeiu  the  custom-houses  lay  embargo  upon  the  junks^ 
and  retain  them  for  the  annual  voyage  to  Tiensin.  Imme- 
diately after  the  commencement  of  the  new  year,  which 
occurs  early  in  February,  the  junks  start,  and,  struggling 
against  the  adverse  monsoon,  make  their  way  in  perhaps 
five  or  six  weeks  to  the  mouth  of  the  Peiho.  About  the 
tenth  day  of  the  second  month  is  the  day  calculated  for 

upon  the  caDals  1i<ave,  as  I  described  in  my  Jonmey  to  Hangehow^ 
been  suffered  to  fall  into  decay  ;  and  the  Chinese  usert  that  the  oana 
to  the  north  of  Chekiasg  is  now  become  naeleae. 
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iheir  aniTa],  for  by  this  time  the  ioe  has  disappeared  from 
the  river. 

If  this  freight  should  arrive  safe  in  Pekin,  our  war  with 
CSiina  will  last  for  twelve  numths  longer. 

The  Chinese  are  quite  alive  to  this  their  vital  difficulty; 

They  are  talking  of  assembling  this  year's  fleet  at  Lehoo,  a 
place  uot  marked  in  our  maps,  about  fifty  miles  to  the  north  of 
Woosun^,  which  was  used  for  the  same  purpose  when 
Shanghai  was  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  four  years  biuce. 
The  government  has  lately  also  been  buying  some  steamers. 
They  now  have  three  in  tlieir  service,  and,  although  chasing 
pirates  and  quelling  rebels  is  the  ostensible  object,  I  fancy 
that  towing  rice-junks  at  ^  critical  moment  is  their  real 
destination. 

That  rice  is  beins:  collected  with  extraordinary  activity  in 
Kiangsu,  and  that  the  mandarins  are  under  strong  pressure, 
is  evident.  The  Chinese  say  there  is  generally  a  slant  of 
wind  on  the  10th  moon  (January),  under  favour  of  which 
the  junks  can  work  up  north. 

The  scheme  is  uot  badly  conceived,  and  it  may  possibly 
be  successfuL  The  mandarins  shrewdly  calculate,  that  in 
all  probability  the  barbarians  will  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  junks  will  not  sail  northwards  till  the  change  of  the 
monsoon,  and  that  they  will  not  care  to  keep  the  sea  and 
blockade  the  coast  in  January,  and  if  the  fiat-bottomed  rice- 
boats  can  once  escape  up  into  the  gulf  of  Pecheli,  that  gulf 
will  be  so  shallow  at  that  period  of  the  year  that  the 
steamers  cannot  follow  them. 

Kthey  can  run  into  the  Yellow  Biver  they  will  also  be 
.saft^  fbr  thence  northwards  the  inner  waters  to  Pekin  are 
open.  It  is  impossible  to  guess  what  insuperable  impedi- 
ments the  courtesy  of  the  French  Emperor  towards  his 
long-tailed  imperial  brother,  or  the  ^  mother  wit  **  of  Mr. 
Commissioner  Heed,  or  the  instructions  from  Downing 
Street,  may  interpose  to  a  blockade  of  the  whole  coast  north 
of  Shanghai ;  but  I  take  it  that  if  left  to  their  own  devices 
Lord  Elgin  and  Admiral  Seymour  are  not  the  men  to  allow 
such  a  march  as  this  to  bo  stolen  upon  them.  With  Canton 
in  hand,  and  witli  this  fleet  of  rice-junks  kept  outside,  Lord 
Elgin  s  road  to  Pekin  would  be  strewn  with  flowers,  and  his 
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negotiations  at  the  Court  would  be  of  a  very  curt  and  satis- 
factory character.* 

It  is  an  uncomfortable  thing  to  have  to  state  any  fact 
iiI)on  Chinese  authority,  for  you  know  that,  if  a  falsehood 
will  serve  the  turn,  they  never  have  recourse  to  truth.  The 
Chinese,  however,  all  tell  me  that  the  Russians  have  been  to 
Tiensin,  and  they  give  me  circumstantial  details  of  the 
transactions  there,  and  name  even  the  officers  commissioned 
to  meet  them.  According  to  these  accounts  the  two 
Governments  are  upon  the  most  friendly  terms.  The 
Chinese  affirm  that  the  object  of  the  visits  of  the  Russian 
admiral  to  the  port  of  Shanghai  has  been  to  keep  the  court 
of  Pekin  informed  of  the  preparations  and  intentions  of  the 
English,  and  they  hint  that  the  Bussians  have  led  them  to 
beUeve  that  at  the  proper  momeiit  Bussia  will  interpose 
her  mediation  to  settle  the  differences. 

If  these  statements  are  not  true,  they  are  well  invented. 
The  two  Courts  are  undoubtedly  aux  petits  tains  just  now. 
The  Pekin  Gazette  of  the  26th  of  September  reports  the 
return  of  £-ke-le,  a  Chinese  officer  who  had  been  sent  to 
the  Court  of  Russia  to  present  condolences  on  the  death  of 
Nicholas.  The  Gazette  simply  states  that  the  envoy,  having 
had  an  audience  with  the  present  Emperor,  had  returned* 

Perhaps  I  am  indined  to  helieTe  more  of  this  information 
because  I  get  it  from  peculiar  and  exdustve  sources ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  the  Chinese  are  quite 
alive  to  every  point  of  the  game  they  are  now  playing,  and 
that  they  are  disposed  to  aral  themselves  of  Bussia. 

Before  we  leave  Shanghai  I  must  ask  the  British  pubtic 
to  accompany  me  in  a  morning  walk  upon  the  Bund.  It 
will  be  hard  if  we  do  not  fbid  some  few  scenes  there  illus- 
trative of  Chinese  life  and  manners.  We  will  start  from 
^  hotel,  which  notifies  its  whereabouts  in  the  rear  of  the 
settlement  by  a  high  flagstaff  and  a  most  demonstrative 
banner.  Tlie  street  we  follow  is  bounded  by  the  garden 
walls  and  entrances  of  several  "  hongs  " — ornamented  de- 
tached residences,  resembling  a  little  the  villas  in  the 
Ixegent's  Park.  Our  path  is  through  a  crowd  of  jostling 
coolies.    They  are  carrying,  balanced  on  their  bamboo  poles 

*  The  opportunity  wag  lost^  and  my  prediction  has  been  falfiUed. 
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diaite  of  tea*  bales  of  silk,  bricfai  of  Byeee  8ihrer,aiid  bordeaa 
more  malid&rions.  It  is  hard  work.  1b)By  oam  hy  coor 
tinuous  labour  nearly  eight  shillings  a  day.  But  a  mafi  is 
worn  out  in  about  seven  years,  and  he  then  retires  on  his 

economies,  and  enjoys  his  hardly-earned  leisure  upon  a  small 
plot  of  ground  in  the  interior.  We  now  see  them  at  full 
"work,  loading  and  discharging  cargo.  Eacli  as  lie  goes  emits 
a  sound  like  the  moan  of  a  man  iu  pain,  Ah  ho  1  ah  ho !  " 
From  early  morning  till  eventide  this  chorus  of  sorrowful 
sound  fills  the  air.  It  is  more  multitudinous  and  mono- 
tonous than  the  croak  of  the  frogs  in  the  swamps — than  the 
harsh,  gmting  cry  of  the  dcadce  upon  the  boughs.  The 
habit,  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  is  confined  to  this  port ;  but 
a  Shanghai  porter  can  no  more  do  his  work  without  bis 
"  Ah  ho  1 "  than  a  London  paviour  can  get  on  without  his 
"Hough."  When  the  English  first  came  here,  the  house- 
servants  brought  up  the  soups  and  the  legs  of  mutton 
singii^g  ''Ah  ho'*  in  procession  through  the  dining-room. 
This  vas  promptly  put  down  ;  but  the  out-of-door  choras 
still  prooaodk  Evsxj  moment  from  800  chests  comes  tUa 
sad  moootonoiis  egy,  depressing  to  the  spirits  of  newHComsn. 

We  make  oar  way  through  this  croaking  crowd,  and 
deboaoh  upon  the  Bund — the  broad  embankment^  Imviag 
on  one  side  the  wide  river,  with  seventy  square-rigged 
vessels  lying  at  easy  anchor  in  its  noble  reach ;  and  on  the 
other  side  the  oompouDds,'*  or  ocnamenial  grounds^  each 
containing  ^e  hong  and  the  godowns  of  some  one  of  the 
principal  European  commercial  booses.  The  only  building 
on  Bond  which  is  of  Chinese  architectuEe^  is  de  costom- 
housei  which  is  like  a  joss-house. 

There  is  something  going  on  at  the  cnistom-house.  The 
Tontai's  suite  fill  the  outer  courtyard.  Some  twenly  lellows 
wearing  mandarins*  caps,  with  fox-tails  stiddng  out  bdnnd, 
have  swords  at  their  sides  and  form  the  nulitaiy  escort. 
Their  trowsers  are  much  patched,  and  their  odour  is  not  &a« 
grant ;  yet,  if  one  of  these  ragged  ruffians  would  come  to 
Xiondon  and  submit  to  be  wasliud,  jNIrs.  Leo  Hunter  would 
ask  lords  and  ladies  to  meet  him,  and  ])resL'nt  hiin  to  her 
guests  as  a  mandarin  from  China."  There  are  two  curious 
creatures^  having  enormous  gilt  hares  on  their  heads  and 
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pheasant  feathers  protrnding  behind.  They  are  rather 
shabbier  and  dirtier  than  their  military  conii-ades,  and  look 
as  though  they  had  been  turned  out  of  Mr.  Kicliardson's 
booth  for  lack  of  cleanliness.  There  are  two  executioners, 
conspicuous  by  their  black  conical  caps,  their  dark  costume, 
and  their  iron  chains,  worn  like  a  sword-belt.  The  larger 
one  is  said  to  be  of  wonderful  skill  in  taking  off  heads ;  the 
smaller  excels  in  producing  exquisite  torture  with  the 
bamboo.  Let  us  go  inside.  There  is  incensc-buming,  and 
priests  are  chanting.  Mandarins  with  white  or  red  buttons 
to  their  caps,  silk  dresses,  and  very  dirty  liands,  are  knock- 
ing their  heads  upon  the  ground  before  a  little  joss.  It  is  a 
Chinese  ceremonial  day.  Thef  hmre  turned  the  cu8toi»- 
house  into  a  joss-house  for  the  nonce,  and  an  oome  hers  to 
^  ebin-chin  "  the  God  of  Wealth,  which  means  to  pray  for  a 
§Qod  harvest  of  import  aad  export  dutiea.  The  rite  is  aoon 
performed ;  the  Toutai  comes  forth;  the  prooeMion  is  formed. 
It  woiUd  look  splendid  in  drawing  or  photograph,  but  it  is 
squalid  and  ladiorous  i&  its  8]ia^b7  leality.  The  Tontai 
mounts  hispongTi  the  hxgp  cammm.  psiasel  is  raised  above 
Jus  head— ~ 

^laliraiieBigBaturpe  mflllaria 
''Bol  scCq^t  ooBopinm"-* 

and  the  cortege  moves  off. 

About  this  custom-house  there  is  a  grave  matter  to  be 
deljated.  At  the  instance  of  the  three  treaty  powers,  the 
Chinese  authorities  have  established  at  this  port  a  trium- 
virate of  European  inspectors,  or  collectors  of  customs — an 
Englishman,  a  Frenchman,  and  an  American.  They  w^ere 
originally  selected  by  their  respective  Governments.  They 
each  receive  £2,000  a  year — a  salaiy  not  too  great  to  com- 
pensate them  for  the  odium  wiiich  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  involves.  The  English  Government  has  ceased  to 
interfere,  or  to  recognize  Mr.  Lay  as  having  an 3^  other 
capacity  than  that  of  an  officer  of  the  Chinese  (Govern- 
ment."'    The  ii'rench  and  Amehcau  consuls  retain  an 

*  Sinoe  my  retiini  to  England,  I  read  that  Mr.  Lay  has  been  taken 

up  northwards  by  Lord  Elgin.  The  Chinese  teachers  s.-iy  that  he  is,  of 
all  Europeans,  the  man  who  has  tlie  moat  ready  aad  ueeful  koowledga 
of  the  QhineBe  laogaagea  and  ooBtoms. 
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influence  in  the  nomination  and  control  of  the  inspectors  of 
their  respective  nations.  • 

The  effect  of  this  custom-hon?e  arrangement  is  that  the 
duties  of  the  port  of  ShangLui  are  received  in  full.  At 
the  other  ports  the  old  system  of  conniption  prevails,  and 
the  Chinese  collectors  make  their  private  bargains — usually 
about  one-half  of  the  tariff  prices.  Nothing  but  strong 
intrinsic  vitality  has  enabled  the  trade  of  Shanghai  to  thrive 
in  spite  of  this  gi-eat  disadvantage.  Tlie  Englisli  merchants 
aro  divided  in  opinion  upon  this  subject  of  duty  collecting. 
Some  think  that  the  Chinese  should  be  left  to  themselves  ; 
that  we  should  deal  with  the  officials  |»  we  do  in  England 
with  the  farmers  of  turnpike  toiler  every  man  making  hia 
own  contract  bargain. 

Othera  think  that  the  inspecting  system  should  be  ex- 
tended to  all  the  porta  A  third  party  are  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  all  duties  at  the  ports^  allowing  the  Chinese  to 
collect  their  own  import  and  export  duties  inside.  It  is  a 
difficult  subject^  almoefe  impoedble  to  be  sads&ctorily  ar» 
ranged  by  any  treaty  whidi  shall  give  to  the  Chinese 
government  the  action  of  an  independent  power ;  but  the 
difficulty  arises  from  the  incurable  corruption  of  the  Chinese 
inagi^stracy,  and  the  crumbling  rottenness  of  the  govern* 
ment  Having  to  deal  with  such  a  natioui  the  necessities  of 
self^protection  give  us  rights  which  we  should  not  have  if 
we  were  dealing  with  honest  men. 

There  is  a  sound  of  gongs,  and  a  crepitation  of  small 
crackers  at  the  lioi  tli  end  of  the  Bund,  and  the  coolies  are 
leaving  their  work  to  look  on.  As  it  is  a  day  for  sight- 
seeing, and  sight-seeing  is  our  business^  let  us  follow  the 
crowd. 

It  is  a  burial  procession.  The  mother  of  a  Chinese  opium- 
broker  is  going  to  her  la&t  home.  She  carries  with  her  all 
her  little  comforts  and  necessities  wherewith  to  beijin  life  in 
the  next  world.  Many  palanquins  appear  at  unequal  dis- 
tances, preceded  and  followed  by  coolies  marching  four 
abreast.  These  litters  contain  small  joss-houses,  and  basins 
holding  fruits,  and  sweetmeats,  and  bean  cakes,  and  other 
orthodox  Buddhist  comestibles.  There  is  good  store,  also,  of 
silvered  and  gilded  paper,  made  to  resemble  solid  ingots  of 
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gold  and  silver.  This  is  the  wealth  wherewith  she  is  to 
appear  in  the  land  of  ghosts  as  a  respectable,  well-to-do 
matron.  But  if  this  bullion  pass  current  among  the  ghosts, 
they  have  lost  the  qualities  which  most  distinguish  them  in 
the  flesh.  In  life,  a  Chinaman  can  distinguish  the  exact 
fineness  of  a  piece  of  silver  by  the  touch,  so  much  so  that 
the  word  "  touch  "  is  used  as  a  technical  term  to  indicate 
the  quality  of  each  description  of  bullion ;  it  must  be  very 
harrowing  to  the  feelings  of  the  ghost  of  a  Chinese  com- 
prador to  find  liimself  obliged  to  deal  in  these  shadowy 
ingots.  On  marches  the  procession.  There  are  little  boys 
blowing  shrill  trumpets  and  other  stranger  wind  instru- 
xofintB^  men  excruciating  our  ears  with  cymbals  and  gongs, 
and  grave  adults  exploding  strings  of  crackefs.  Then  cornea 
the  cofiin — a  strong  wooden  case  like  a  carved  and  orna- 
mented tronk  of  a  tree.  It  is  half  covered  by  draperies, 
and  is  borne  by  twelve  coolies.  It  is  hermetically  sealed 
with  that  tenaoioiis  plaster  the  Chinese  call  "  chunam.*'  It 
will  be  borne  to  a  joss-house  in  the  city,  and  thence  to  a 
spot  in  one  of  her  son's  fields.  Here  it  will  rest  on  the 
sur&oe  of  the  ground.  After  the  time  of  moaming  is  past^ 
a  few  spadefuls  of  earth  will  be  shovelled  upon  it^  then  year 
by  year  a  few  more,  till  a  mound  arisen  and  rank  grass  and 
Chinese  lilies  spring  up ;  and  this  old  lady's  iiabitation  adds 
another  unit  to  the  myriads  of  sacred  barrows  which  cumber 
the  rich  soil  and  serve  no  purpose  but  a  harbour  for  the 
pheasants  when  the  crops  are  cut.  Our  English  books  upon 
China  say  that  only  hills  are  set  apart  for  this  purpose. 
Sir  Jakn  Davis  fidls  into  this  error.  But  our  English  writem^ 
for  the  most  part,  write  only  of  what  they  have  seen  on  the 
banks  of  the  Canton  river.  Between  Shanghai  and  Keehing 
I  have  seen  thousands  of  acres  of  alluvial  soil  which  the 
plough  never  turns  because  they  are  sacred  to  the  dead. 

We  have  plenty  of  time  to  look  about  us,  for  the  pro- 
cession yet  drags  its  slow  length  along.  The  denizens  of 
the  Bund  have  turned  out  to  look,  and  business  is  proceed- 
ing. There  is  an  English  merchant  arranging  the  sale  of  a 
cargo  of  rice  with  a  Chinaman. 

•*  AYantec  numba  one  bad  licee  for  that  sojer — numba  on© 
bad  licee  1" 
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"Number  one  bad  rice  for  your  soldiers,"  says  tlio  indig- 
nant Briton.  "  Why,  we  always  have  the  best  provisions 
"we  can  obtain  for  our  soldiei*s  and  sailors."  Heaven  forgive 
the  patriotic  man  of  commerce !  but  he  never  saw  a  weavelly 
biscuit,  or  opened  a  tin  of  Crimean  preserved  meat,  "  O, 
maskee,  numba  one  bad  iicee  too  muchee  good  for  sojer 
man/* 

We  are  separated  from  these  bargainers  by  a  fisherman 
and  his  wife,  who  push  their  way  by.  The  lady,  who  is  not 
in  her  preinQre  jeunessc,  has  large  natural  feet,  and,  having 
tucked  up  her  trousers,  displays  a  pair  of  calves  wliich  an 
Irish  porter  might  envy.  Taking  advantage  of  their  wake, 
stiffly'  totters  upon  her  small  deer*s  feet  aa  ofdinaxy  Ghina- 
wmnftn  of  the  urbm  populatioiL  She  has  no  calves  wh&ih 
ever.  The  muscles  of  her  leg  were  destroyed  by  the  openn 
tMm  which  produced  that  beautiful  foot ;  and  from  the  knee 
downwards  her  leg  is  but  skin  and  bone.  Do  you  ask  how 
this  strange  deformity  ia  produced  ?  Stand  hmck,  out  of  the 
mmwdf  in^de  the  entraooe  to  Mr.  Heard's  eompoimd,  aod  I 
will  tdl  yon. 

niere  are  amall-lboted  ladies  st  Hosgkong  who  gahi  a 
rmj  fidr  livelihood  hj  ekhibiting  thw  pedal  extremities  to 
sea*oaptaaiis  and  Mket  onrioos  Enropeans  at  a  cksikr  a  head; 
hot,  as  so  saperfieial  an  examination  of  this  national  peea- 
Karity  did  not  satisfy  me,  I  had  reeonrse  to  some  of  my 
good  friends  among  the  missionaries.  By  their  aid  I  ob- 
tained that  some  poor  Chinese  women  should  bring  me  a 
complete  gamut  of  little  girls  from  the  missionary  schools. 
Many  of  these  lemale  children  probably  owed  their  lives  to 
the  persuasion  (aided  by  opportune  donations  of  rice)  of 
my  missionary  friend  and  his  lady  ;  but  their  influence  had 
been  powerless  to  prevent  the  torture  of  their  feet. 

On  the  appointed  day  they  were  all  seated  in  a  row  in 
my  friend's  library,  and  their  feet,  which  I  suspect  had 
undergone  a  preparatory  washing,  were  unbound  by  their 
mammas.  The  first  was  a  child  of  two  years  old.  Her 
penance  had  just  commenced,  ^^^len  the  bandage  of  blue 
cotton  was  taken  off,  I  found  that  the  great  toe  had  been 
left  untouched  ;  but  the  other  four  had  been  forced  down 
under  the  baU  of  the  foot^  and  closely  bound  in  that  positioSL 
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The  child,  therefore,  walked  upon  the  knuckle-joints  of  her 
four  toes.  The  toes  were  red  and  inflamed,  and  the  ligature 
caused  evident  pain.  In  the  next  three  children  (all  of  ages 
advancing  at  small  intervals)  the  preparation  was  only  to 
the  same  extent;  it  was  confined  to  the  four  toes;  gradually, 
however,  these  four  toes,  ceding  to  the  continual  pressore, 
lost  their  articulations  and  their  identity  as  limhs,  and 
became  amalgamated  with  the  sole  of  the  £oot.  In  the 
Mmt  of  the  four  the  redness  and  inflammsiioiL  had  entirely 
disappeared,  the  foot  was  cool  and  painless,  and  appeared  as 
though  the  four  toes  had  been  cut  off  by  a  knife.  <.  The  foot 
was  now  somewhat  the  shape  of  a  treweL 

Jn  the  £f4h  gid  I  saw  the  commenoement  of  the  second 
epeeation — a  tortm  nnder  whidi  msSdy  ehiUtoen  ibeqnently 
^e.  The  sole  of  the  foot  wafB  now  curved  into  the  shape  a£ 
a  bow ;  the  gvsat  toe  and  the  heel  being  brought  togetlier 
as  near  as  posnUe.  Take  a  jujube  and  doable  it  till  two 
points  of  the  loaenge  nearly  meet,  and  you  will  see  what  I 
mean.  Thki  is  done  Y&ry  gradually.  The  bandage  is  never 
siadcened ;  month  by  month  it  is  drawn  tighter ;  the  loot 
infUimes  and  sw^%  but  the  tender  mamma  perseveres;  at 
the  hones  and  tendons  accommodate  themselves  to  the  posi- 
tion constrained  by  the  bandage,  so  it  is  drawn  tighter.  At 
last  the  bail  of  the  natural  fool  fits  into  the  hollow  of  the 
sole  ;  the  root  of  the  great  toe  is  brought  into  contact  with 
the  heel.  The  foot  is  a  shapeless  luni}).  The  instep  is 
"where  the  ankle  was,  and  all  that  is  left  to  go  into  the 
slipper  and  to  tread  the  ground,  is  the  ball  of  the  great  toe 
and  the  heeL  This  is  the  small  foot  of  the  Chinese  woman 
— a  bit  of  toe  and  a  bit  of  heel,  w^itli  a  mark,  like  a  cicatrice 
left  after  a  huge  cut,  running  up  between  them.  Two  of 
the  girls  were  yet  suffering  great  pain,  and  their  feet  were 
hot  and  inflamed  ;  but  in  the  eldest  the  operation  was  com- 
plete. She  had  attained  to  the  position  of  a  small-footed 
woman ;  and  her  feet  were  quite  cool,  had  no  comSy  and 
were  not  tender  to  the  touch.  One  of  the  mammas,  ut* 
£aenced  perhaps  by  a  little  liberality  in  the  article  of  rice- 
money,  intrusted  me  with  a  Chinese  myttere  de  taUeUe. 
Sometimes,  it  seema^  when  a  woman  is  expected  to  have  to 
do  hard  work,  ha  toe  and  heel  are  not  drawn  so  tightly 
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together  as  to  produce  the  true  "  small  foot."  To  disguise 
tliis  imperfection  upon  her  marriage-day,  she  has  recourse  to 
art.  A  piece  of  cork,  shaped  like  an  inverted  sugar-loaf,  is 
strapped  on  to  her  foot,  and  the  small  part  goes  into  her 
slip})er  and  passes  for  her  foot.  Thus  are  we  poor  mea 
deceived  ! 

While  we  are  gossiping  about  small  feet,  the  old  lady's 
burial  procession  comes  to  an  end.  It  would  be  hissed  at 
Astley's  and  would  be  regarded  with  blank  astonishment  at 
the  Princess's  ;  but  it  is  very  successful  at  Shanghai.  The 
opium-broker  has  done  his  duty  as  a  good  son.  If  he  keeps 
his  two  years  of  mourning  ])roperly,  and  if  none  of  his 
wives  should  commit  the  indiscretion  of  having  a  child 
within  two  years,  commencing  from  nine  months  after  this 
time  (for  the  present  emperor  is  supposed  to  owe  all  his 
misfortunes  to  an  unfortunate  accident  of  this  sort),  he  inll 
be  esteemed  a  very  respectable  man  for  evermore. 

The  Bond  resumes  its  normal  state,  and  the  "  Ah  ho*8  ** 
are  again  in  full  chorus.  What  shall  we  do  next  ?  It  is 
lialf-past  me  o'clock,  tiffin-time  at  Shanghai  Yoa  hste 
made  your  calls  on  aniving  here^  lEmd  your  cards  have  been 
duly  retuiiied,  so  you  are  tkee  to  go  and  come  at  tiifin^tiaie 
in  all  their  hospitable  hongs.  No  lack  of  good  dishes  or  of 
pleasant  iced  diinks  at  a  Shanghai  tiffin.  Where  the  junior 
partner,  with  his  tn^ploy^  of  silk-inspector  and  tea-t88ler» 
and  book-keeper  and  derki^  holds  a  sepsxate  mesB^  tiie 
allowance  ftom  the  house  to  that  mess  is  never  leas  than 
fifly  Shanghai  doUara  per  mcnth  per  heady  or  somelhing 
more  than  j£200  a  year  to  each  employ^  for  the  table  akmei 
We  may  enter  boldly.  There  is  no  chance  of  finding  people 
making  shifts  with  small  commons  in  CSuna.  There  is  tlxia 
great  charm  in  European  society  at  dl  the  ports.  Erery- 
body  is  able,  and  i%  indeed,  obliged  to  have  a  lordly  ind^f- 
£»rence  to  expense.  They  cannot  control  it,  and  they  musfe 
let  it  go.  There  is  no  struggling  and  contriving  to  keep  up 
appearances.  The  profits  are  hu'ge  and  the  expenditure  is 
great — laissez  aUer. 

Tiffin,  however,  is  a  bad  habit,  if  we  can  keep  out  of  it. 
I*t  us  rather  stroll  towards  the  city  and  trust  to  chance  for 
a  light  luncL    *^  A'Lin,  get  a  coolie  and  follow  us  with  some 
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dollars  and  some  cash" — the  rascal  wouldn't  carry  a  strino:  of 
copper  cash  himself  to  save  his  father  s  tail.  It  is  a  long 
stretch  from  the  English  settlement  to  tlie  Chinese  city.  We 
•  must  pass  through  the  French  concession  in  front  of  Mr. 
Conolly's  hong,  wherein  that  gentleman,  with  exaggerated 
Shangai  hospitality,  has  just  taken  in  a  distressed  Singapore 
tiger,  whoso  roaring  attracts  a  crowd  of  Chinese  around  his 
gates.  A  Chinese  city  is  no  novelty  to  us  who  Jiave 
journeyed  together  through  so  many  of  them  ;  but  a  festival 
day  always  has  some  objects  of  interest.  In  Pekin  the 
"  Board  of  Rites"  busies  itself  about  many  things  ;  and 
among  otliers  it  sets  apart  two  days  in  every  month  as  the 
days  upon  which  alone  marriages  can  take  place.  To-day  is  one 
of  these  days,  and  in  consequence  thereof  several  gorgeous 
palanquins,  like  miniature  Lord  Mayor's  coaches  taken  off 
their  wheels,  and  containing  ladies,  all  splendid  in  jewels  and 
gold,  are  passing  through  the  narrow  streets.  These  ladies 
have  jewelled  crowns  upon  their  heads,  and  veils  of  strings 
of  pearls  falling  over  their  ^M^es,  and  emfaroidered  satin 
tnmcs^  and  fans  of  gold  tissue  They,  are  going,  properij 
aofiompanied,  to  their  new  homes.  One  of  them  is  just 
^altering  the  house  of  a  distiller  with  whom  I  have  some  ao- 
quaintanoeu  We  shall  be  welcome;  let  us  go  in.  The 
house  ia  deoozated  for  the  JUe*  It  ia  hung  with  lanterns, 
inside  and  out.  The  courtyard  is  full  of  relatives  and 
hangers-on  \  and  at  the  gate  is  Uie  comprador,  who  receivea 
the  money-ofierings  of  the  visitors;  the  principal  room 
opening  u^Don  the  courtyard  is  prepaired  for  the  feast  Lan- 
teina  are  hung  from  the  ceilings ;  a  small  jo6s*hou8e,  with 
candles  and  incense  before  it,  is  at  one  end ;  and  in  the 
middle  is  the  table  on  which  stand  the  small  basins  of 
sauces  and  sliced  shellfish,  and  goose-flesh,  and  sweetmeats, 
and  cakes,  which  are  the  procursive  appetizers  to  a  Chinese 
dinner.  The  bridegroom  (the  son  ot  the  ])roprietor)  is 
loungiug  on  a  chair  in  his  shirt-sleeves,  smoking  ;  the  bride 
is  gone  up  to  her  chamber,  where  she  is  sitting  on  her 
nuptial  couch  and  receiving  her  guests.  We  may  go  up  if 
we  please,  but  it  is  less  trouble  to  wait  and  look  about  us 
till  she  comes  down.  We  prack  a  joke  or  two  with  the 
bridegroom,  and  he  retires  to  put  on  his  gorgeous  array  j;  and 
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then  the  bxide  appears,  followed  by  lier  xeti&ue  of  brides- 
maids,  and  escorted  hj  m  old  'woumud,  the  go-belween  who 

has  made  up  the  match.  We  present  ourselves  in  due  form, 
ami  the  bride,  who,  in  spite  of  her  high  crown  and  em- 
broidered tunic  and  trowsers,  looks  nervous  and  twitchy, 
and  slightly  convulsive,  just  as  she  might  if  her  name  were 
Brown,  and  if  we  had  accosted  her  at  the  door  of  the  vestry 
room  of  St.  George's,  Hanover  Si|uare,  returns  our  salutation, 
and  would  like  to  pass  on.  But  such  is  not  selon  hs  regies. 
The  duenna  insists  upon  our  admiring  the  beauty  of  the 
head-dress,  and  the  thickness  of  the  embroidered  satin 
whereof  licr  tunic  is  made  ;  but,  above  all,  she  icill  pull  up 
the  trowsers  to  exhibit  the  faultless  proportions  of  the  little 
feet.  They  are  marvellously  small.  A  flea  couldn't  find 
room  to  hop  in  that  slipper.  "  Chin,  chin  !  ** — let  us  be  off. 
There  is  another  decorated  dwelling  (moor  way ;  bub  it  is  a 
cottage,  and  preeentB  a  different  scene.  Three  men  are 
drinking  sam-shn  at  a  table,  while  the  bride,  dressed  in  her 
bonowed  bravery,  sits  on  a  barrel  in  the  most  distant  corner,, 
alone  and  unnotioed.  To-morrow  and  forever  more  she  will 
be  a  beast  of  harden.  Perhaps,  however,  iAm  will,  in  the 
Adness  of  time^  create  ber  own  cKstraotioii&  A  few  years 
may  probably  see  a  crowd  oi  mange j  brats^  ezhibittng  evny 
form  and  species  of  cataneons  complaint,  fighting  and  yeUing* 
over  their  rice-basins,  and,  aided  bj  the  mother^s  shrew 
voke  and  the  grandmotbez^s  croak^  making  their  neigbbenx^ 
hood  nnbearaUe. 

Snch  a  fimuly  lived  opposite  to  my  bednroom  window  at 
Ningpo.  From  early  cock-crow  to  ann-down  the  screams  and 
shrill  cries  were  unintermittent.  The  nuisance  burst  into 
being  all  of  a  sudden ;  but  I  found,  on  inquiry,  that  it  had 
existed  in  its  present  aggravated  form  about  two  years 
before,  and  was  then  cured.  After  many  vain  remonstrances, 
an  English  merchant  complained  to  the  ToutaL  Next  day 
the  lord  of  the  house  was  sent  for  to  the  prefecture,  and 
being  suspended  by  the  thumbs  received  forty  blows  of  the 
bamboo ;  he  was  then  dismissed  with  a  warning.  When 
that  respectable  housekeeper  returned,  disjointed  and  mace- 
rated, to  his  dwelling,  he  went  in  and  shut  liis  doors  about 
him.    What  happened  in  the  bosom  of  that  ikmily  no  man 


/ 

Digitized  by  Google 


THE  TEA-GARDZara  OF  SHANGHAI. 


raav  know  ;  but  thenceforward  tlie  rice  was  eaten  inside  tlio 
house,  and  tlie  screams  did  not  vibrate  in  the  street.  When 
I  heard  of  this  I  thought  I  would  try  what  a  threat  of  the 
Toutai  would  do  ;  so  I  sent  my  boy  down  with  a  message. 
He  returned  with  the  air  of  an  envoy  who  has  failed. 
"  Well,  what  does  the  woman  say  ]  "  "  She  talkee  maakee"' — 
last  moon  husband  dead." 

We  must  on,  it  is  not  pleasant  to  linger  in  the  streets  of 
a  Chinese  city.  The  porters  jostle  you,  and  the  palanquins 
push  you  aside,  and  the  smells  assail  you.  The  French 
Jesuit,  to  whom  a  compatriote  applied  to  send  her  specimens 
of  all  the  finest  scents  of  China,  rather  exaggerated  when 
he  replied,  Alas  1  madam,  in  China  there  is  bat  one  scent, 
and  that  is  not  a  perfume."  There  are  manj  scents,  but 
yntioi  the  exception  of  the  white  blossom  wherewith  they 
scent  their  teas,  none  of  them  are  perfnmesL 

We  bustle  our  way  through  the  narrow  streets.  We  pass 
the  temples  and  the  yamnns,  vnenteredy  for  we  have  seen 
a  hundred  such  before,  and  we  reaeh  the  tea-gardens 
Shanghai  dty.  These  are  worth  a  ymt,  §ot  they  ore  the 
best  I  ha?e  seen  in  China  A  Chinese  garden  is  nsuallj 
abont  twenty  yards  square ;  bnt  these  co^er  an  area  of  ten 
acrea  It  is  an  irregular  ^gure,  flank*^.  by  rows  of  shops, 
rodely  analogous  to  l£ose  of  the  Pahds  iUiyaL  The  area  is 
trayefsed  in  all  directionfl  by  broad  oaimls  stagnant  water, 
all  grown  over  with  green,  and  crossed  by  zigzag  wooden 
bridges,  of  the  willow-pattern  plate  model,  sadly  out  of 
repair,  and  destitute  of  paint.  Where  the  water  is  not,  there 
are  lumps  of  artiiicial  rockwork,  and  large  pavilion-shaped 
tea-rooms,  perhaps  twenty  in  number.  Here  self-heating 
kettles  of  gigantic  proportions  are  always  hissiAg  and 
bubbling  ;  and  at  the  little  tables  the  Chinese  population  are 
drinking  tea,  smoking,  eating  almond  hardbake  or  pomegra- 
nates, playing  dominoes,  or  arranging  bargains.  There  are 
interstices,  also,  of  vacant  land,  and  these  are  occupied  by 

*  Maskee  means  "nevermind."  Like  "chow-chow"  and  "man- 
darin," and  other  words  of  this  Bort  used  in  the  "Canton  EngUab,"  it 
is  not  Chinese.  The  Obinefle  use  these  words,  believing  them  to  be 
English;  and  the  SngUah  adopt  them,  often  belieYing  them  to  be 
Cfhmese* 
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jugglers  and  peep-show  men.  From  tbe  upper  room  of  one 
of  these  tea-houses  we  shall  have  a  view  of  the  whole  sceue, 
and  A'Lin  will  order  ns  a  cup  of  tea  and  some  cakes  for 
lunch.  The  jugglers  and  gymnasts  below  are  doing  ranch 
the  same  kind  of  tricks  which  their  brethren  of  England  and 
France  perform.  M.  Houdin  and  Mr.  Andei-son  would  find 
their  equals  among  these  less  pretending  wizards.  I  am 
told  that  those  peep-shows,  which  old  men  are  looking  into, 
and  laughing,  and  which  young  boys  are  not  prevented  from 
seeing,  contain  representations  of  the  grossest  obscenitw 
Here  is  a  ventriloquist  who,  attracted  by  our  European 
costumes  at  the  casement,  has  come  up  to  j^erform.  "  Give 
him  a  dollar,  A'Lin,  and  tell  him  to  begin.'*  That  dirty 
half-clad  wanderer  would  make  another  fortune  for  Barnum. 
He  unfolds  his  pack,  and  constructs  out  of  some  curtains  a 
small  closod  room.  Into  this  he  retires,  and  immediately  a 
little  vaudeville  is  heard  in  progress  inside.  Half  a  dozen 
voices  in  rapid  dialogue,  sounds,  and  movements,  and  cries 
of  animals,  and  the  clatter  of  flailing  articles,  tell  tiie  action 
of  the  plot.  The  company  from  the  tea-tables^  who  had 
gathered  round,  wag  their  tails  with  laughter,  especially  at 
the  broadest  sallies  of  humour,  and  at  the  most  iudeooroos 
denaume7its.  In  tr*)lh,  there  is  no  difficulty,  even  to  us,  in 
Gompxehending  what  s  supposed  to  be  going  on  in  that  little 
room.  The  incidents  are,  indeed,  somewhat  of  the  broadest 
—not  so  bad  as  the  scenes  in  our  orthodox  old  Engiiab. 
comedies^  such  as  "  The  Custom  of  the  Country,"  for  hah 
atanoe^  or  "  The  Conadous  Lovers ;  **  but  still  th^  are  vaqr 
minately  descriptive  facts  not  proper  to  be  described. 
The  man's  talent,  however,  would  gain  him'full  audienees  ia 
EurmM^  without  the  aid  of  grossness. 

Ho  lai**— "bring  fire."  Shall  we  light  a  cher<y>t  and 
stroll  about  ?  Don't  make  too  sure,  Mr.  Bull,  tluit  the 
gentleman  in  the  mandarin  cap,  who  is  holding  you  by  the 
button  and  grinning  in  your  ^loe,  is  saying  anything  eotar 
plimentary  about  you.  In  a  journey  up  the  country,  a  fat 
Frenchman,  who  had  equipped  himself  in  an  old  mandarin 
<K)at^  a  huge  pair  of  China  boots,  and  a  black  wide-awak^ 
was  leaning  upon  a  bamboo  spear,  while  his  boat  was  being 
drawn  over  one  of  those  mud  embankments  which  serve 
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4Tie  purpose  of  our  IocIcb.  He  also  was  very  mucli  flattered 
at  the  politeness  of  an  old  man  who  prostrated  himself 
three  times  before  him,  and  chin-chin-ed  him.  Unhickily, 
aii  interpreter  was  present,  who  explained  that  this  old  man 
took  our  French  friend  for  the  devil,  and  was  worshipping 
him  iu  that  capacity,  according  to  Chinese  rites.  In  fact, 
the  Frenchman  in  his  antique  disguise  rather  resembled  a 
Chinese  idol.  But  ask  the  French  consul  at  Shanghai 
about  this ;  he  can  tell  the  story  better  than  I  can. 

Some  of  the  best  shops  of  Shanghai  city  open  upon  the 
tea-gardens ;  some  resound  with  the  buzz  of  imprisoned 
insects  and  the  song  of  caged  birds;  there  are  "cuiio'* 
shops,  where  are  to  be  seen  antiquities  of  dynasties  long 
anterior  to  the  Christian  era,  carefully  wrought  by  living 
hands  ;  there  are  caricatures  of  the  English  barbarians,  one 
of  which  I  cannot  refrain  from  buying ;  there  are  carvings 
in  bamboo,  very  inferior  to  Canton  ;  there  are  shops  for 
fans,  and  embroideries,  and  silks,  decidedly  inferior  to 
Ningpo.  There  is  also  the  studio  of  a  portraii-painter,  not 
probably  a  dangerous  rival  to  Lamqua,  of  Maoao*  There  is 
loud  talking  in  that  studio.  A  Yankee  captain  is  inspect- 
ing a  portrait  of  himself  which  has  been  painted  at  a 
Gontraot  price  of  some  twenty  dollars.  The  Yankee  is  a 
man  about  forty,  with  streaks  of  gray  in  Iob  bushy  hair  and 
beard,  with  a  slight  defect  in  one  eye,  a  large  nose,  and  a 
pock-marked  &oe.  Yet,  withal,  thanks  to  his  affluence  of 
hair  and  an  expression  of  jaunty  determination  and  devil- 
may-eaxe  go^eadness,  he  is  a  manly*lookinff  fellow.  He  is 
locfeng  ruefhUy,  however,  at  this  counternit  presentment  . 
of  himself  whidi  is  to  go  to  the  girl  of  his  heart  at  New 
York,  It  is  a  most  hmghternmoTing  caricature  of  all  the 
salient  points  his  physiognomy.  The  Yankee  swears 
that  it  is  no  more  like  him  than  hickory  nuts  are  like 
thunto.  The  artist  has  produced  a  small  looking-glass, 
which  he  places  heside  the  portrait,  and,  pointing  to  the 
gray  hair,  and  the  squinting  eye,  and  the  pockmarks  ci  the 
portrait,  and  then  to  the  preset  originals  from  which  they 
were  copied,  says  triumphantly  at  each  verificationi  ''Hab 
got?  Hab  goti  Hab  got?  How  can  make  handsome 
man,  'spobe  no  got  huudbome  face  ?"    Let  us  leave  these 
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pvrtieB^  for  there  seems  likelihood  of  a  hot  dispute,  and, 
anning  ourselTeB  with  another  oheroot  as  a  defence  a^punst 
bad  smelhs  retrace  our  Btepv  through  the  dtj,  and  out  at 
the  east  gate. 

We  are  again  upon  the  Band.  The  son  is  down,  and.the 
European  popuktiou  axe  taking  ezeidae  in  the  short 
twifif^t.  The  merohants  and  their  wives  are  retuming  in 
caniages  or  on  horseback  from  their  ride  round  the  race- 
course,  or  are  walking ;  the  misnonaries  and  their  wives  axe 
riding  up  and  down  on  their  ponies.  The  shadows  grow 
deeper,  and  you  can  soaroe  recognize  jour  acquaintances  as 
they  pass,  jp 

And  now,  Mr.  Bull,  it  is  time  to  go  in  and  dress  for 
dinner.  I  hope  during  our  day's  stroll  I  have  given  you 
some  notion  of  the  city  and  settlement  of  Shanghai,  which, 
if  you  are  a  wise  man,  and  open  up  the  Yang-tse-Kiang, 
•will  be  a  most  important  place  both  to  you  and  to  your 
descendants  for  many  a  long  generation. 

Hongkong,  Oe*.  80. 

After  a  rapid  and  most  comfortable  passage  of  four  days, 
1  am  back  "  home  "  in  Hongkong,  just  in  time  to  keep  you 
informed  of  the  only  matters  having  the  least  importance 
which  have  occurred  since  my  departure  for  the  north. 

You  will  have  heard  last  mail  bv  the  news  from  Sin^a- 
pore  that  the  Aiulctcieiise  and  the  French  plenii)0  had  at 
last  arrived.  The  day  after  the  departure  of  the  mail, 
Baron  Gros  steamed  into  harbour,  and  with  polite  or  kindly 
;  haste  immediately  proceeded  imaccompanied  to  the  Ava, 
without  even  sending  notice  of  his  corning.  The  meeting 
of  the  two  plenipos  had  the  cordiality  of  the  non-ofhcial  and 
unceremonious  meeting  of  two  private  gentlemen,  one  of 
whom  had  been  accidentally  kept  waitings  and  the  other 
ansious  to  express,  by  his  manner  and  empre^ement,  that  he 
regretted  the  delay.  Next  day  the  harbour  resounded  with 
sahites^  and  the  two  ministers  met  at  dinner  at  Government 
House.  The  Atuiacietue  returned  to  her  anchorage  off 
Lmtin^  and  diplomatic  communications  have  since  then 
been  frequent  and,  as  it  is  said,  amicable. 
i  The  gunhoats  are  arriving  daUj^  but  Captain  Sherard 
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Osbom,  who  has  to  keep  his  chicken  together,  is  not  yet 
come  in.  It  is  necessary  to  tow  these  crafb  up  against  the 
north-east  monsoon ;  but  it  is  scarcely  worth  while  enume- 
rating the  actual  arrivals,  for  they  -will  probably  be  all 
reported  a  short  distance  off  by  the  steamer  which  takes 
this  letter. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  congratulate  our  Admiralty. 
They  may  be  honestly  proud  of  the  aohievement  of  the 
Imperctdor.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  that  fine  ship 
steamed  into  harbour  in  admirable  trim,  after  a  passage, 
almost  unrivalled^  of  sixty-one  days  (at  sea^  from  England  to 
Singapore.  She  brings  500  marines,  ana  she  brings  them 
out  in  first-rate  condition.  Only  fifteen  men  in  fdl  were 
on  the  sick  list.  Yesterday  she  proceeded  up  the  Canton 
river  to  the  Wantung  Islands,  where  barracks  have  been 
provided,  and  where,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  men  will  retain 
their  present  health  and  efficiency. 

We  are  now  in  eager  cxpecteation  of  the  arriv^al  of  the 
sister  ship  the  Imperatrix,  supposed  to  be  about  three  days 
behind  her.  This  mail  will  probably  bring  you  more  certain 
tidings  of  her. 

It  is  no  secret  that  something  is  now  about  to  be  under- 
taken. Wo  shall  probably  wait  the  arrival  of  the  whole 
of  the  slender  force  allotted  to  us.  3,000  redcoats  are  not 
a  too  numerous  army  to  bring  to  reason  an  empire  of 
300,000,000  of  people ;  but  so  soon  as  we  have  all  we  are 
to  expect,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  Canton  is  in 
our  hands. 

All  our  superfluous  doctors  and  commissariat  officers  are 
off  for  India.  It  is  understood  that  General  Ashburnham 
and  staff,  and  Colonels  Wetherall  and  Pakenham,  go  by  the 
next  mail.  General  Straubenzee  remains  with  us,  and  I 
hear  bat  one  sentiment  with  respect  to  this  officer.  He  has 
impressed  all  here  -with  confidence  in  him  as  a  leader  of 
^ergy  and  conduct 


43 


22S 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

FBEFASATIOKS  FOB  CAHTOK. 

Arrival  of  the  American  Plenipo— Proposed  Course  of  Proceedinj^ 
towards  Yeh — Hongkong  rtuniours — Amvalof  a  Brigade  of  Marines 
— The  Gunboats — Aclbesion  of  the  French — The  Americans  look  07i 
— Target  Praetioe— Lord  Elgin's  Beoonnaiatuioe  up  the  Canton 
Eiver — Distant  View  of  Canton — Whampoa— The  French  at  their 
Anchorage — French  Theatricals — Return  of  Count  Putiatin — The 
Japanese  and  the  Presentation  Steamer-'J^ewa  of  the  Death  of 
Mr.  Beale,  of  Shanghai. 

H0VOKON6,  iVew.  11. 

I  HOPE  to  be  able  to  tell  70a  by  the  next  mail  that  we  are 
at  least  ^  before  Cymton."  All  our  powers  of  force  and  per- 
snasioii  are  arrivedy  or  are  upon  the  eve  of  arrival.  Mr* 
Beade  is  oome  in  his  gigantio  frigate^  tbe  MmMMoiUt^  and 
although  the  monster  made  an  involuntaxy  breach  of 
etiquette  in  the  number  of  guns  fired,  the  plenipos  have 
fratemiEed  in  cordial  fiuhion.  It  is  understood  that  on  tlie 
16th  the  (/oJnttfo  flag-ship  will  change  her  anchorage  for 
Tiger  laknd.  The  rest  of  our  fleet  will  gradually  gather 
about  her  up  the  river.  Then,  in  deliberate  streDgth,  our 
heavily-armed  vessels  will  move  right  up  and  occupy  the 
river  under  the  walls  of  CJanton.  They  will  clear  the  water, 
remove  all  sunken  obstacles,  protect  the  necessary  recon- 
naissances of  the  land  a])proaclies  to  tlie  citj,  and  make 
matters  comfortable  for  the  final  assault.  Then  the  great 
Yeh  will  be  summoned,  not  to  treat,  but  to  surrender  the 
city.  Should  he  neglect  or  refuse,  proclamations  will  be 
issued  directing  the  unarmed  people  to  depart  the  city  during 
the  impending  operations.  Then  will  come  the  final  scene 
— the  landing  of  the  marines  and  land  forces,  the  shelliiig 
the  forts,  the  breaching  the  walls,  and  the  storm. 

According  to  all  precedent,  Hongkong  is  full  of  rushing 
rumours.      Yeh  has  been  degraded."      Yeh  has  abandoned 
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the  city."  "Yehhas  asked  to  open  negotiations.  "Yeh 
will  give  up  the  city  without  a  tight."  "  Yeh  will  die  at 
his  post."  "  Yeh  has  mined  all  the  gates,  excavated  all  the 
streets,  turned  every  highway  into  a  tiger-pit,  putting 
upright  spears  at  the  bottom,  and  light  bamboos,  covered 
with  earth,  over  the  top."  "  Yeh  has  22,000  men  within 
the  walls,  and  200  guns  on  the  fortifications  opposite  the 
river."  It  will  be  hard  if  some  of  these  opposing  predic- 
tions should  not  turn  out  to  be  rather  like  the  event,  but  all 
we  know  witli  any  certainty  ia,  tliat  the  Chinese  govem- 
ment  have  been  sending  down  troops  from  the  north,  and 
have  been  mounting  guns  upon  the  walls. 

The  two  sister  ships,  the  In^perador  and  the  ImperairiXf 
are  now  both  arrived,  and  have  discharged  their  cargo  of 
marines  in  good  health  at  Wantung,  opposite  the  ruins  of 
the  Bogoe  forto.  Captain  Sherard  Osboro,  in  the  Furiotis, 
goes  to  Manilla  to  bring  up  the  last  two  of  his  squadron  of 
ganboat&  Captain  Osbom  has  aoqnired  great  credit  by  the 
snocess  with  which  he  has  brought  all  his  chick  cockatrices 
home-— «ao^  to  roost.  To  the  3rake  belong  the  hononrs  of 
the  race;  but  they  have  all  done  welL  Many  were  the 
adventures  of  these  wee  things,  all  flight  and  sting,  in  their 
passage  through  the  waste  of  waters.  The  big  ships  of  com- 
merce, when  Uiey  sighted  one  of  these  specks  in  mid-ocean, 
took  various  ideas  of  the  unusual  sight.  Some  bore  dowa 
totwards  it  as  a  wreck  ofEering  hope  of  salvage-money,  and 
bore  away  again  as  they  grew  nearer,  frightened  at  its  vicious 
and  piratical-looking  hull  Some  recognized  the  little  daring 
vixen  thing,  and  camo  near  to  see,  dipping  ensign  and 
oifering  sea  luxuries.  One  Scotch  ship  fairly  bolted  at  first 
view,  and  crowded  all  sail  to  escape  when  the  terrible  little 
cruiser  manifested  a  desire  for  an  interview.  The  com- 
mander of  the  gunboat  had  his  reasons  for  a  closer  inter- 
change of  compliments ;  he  made  all  sail,  started  in  pursuit, 
then  got  up  his  steam,  and  a  regular  chase  ensued.  At  last 
the  Scotchman  was  overhauled,  having  led  the  gunboat  some 
way  out  of  her  course.  The  officer  boarded  her  in  no  very 
good  humour,  and  asked  why  he  had  been  led  this  dance, 
and  whether  the  master  did  not  know  a  pennant  when  he 
saw  it. 
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"  Eb,"  said  the  Scotchman,  "  I  kenned  vera  weel  what  ye 
war  ;  but  I  thought  sure  eneuch  ye'd  just  be  in  distress  for 
something." 

The  Adelaide  at  this  date  haa  not  been  heard  of,  but,  as 
her  consorts  have  arrived,  she  may  be  daily  expected.  We 
are  also  entitled  to  expect  a  return  of  some  400  or  500  of 
the  marines  and  troops  lent  to  India.  The  authorities  tl^re 
have  received  the  assistance  they  have  obtained  from  the 
Chinese  expedition  with  less  acknowledgment  than  might 
reasonably  have  been  expectedi  and  quite  neglected  to  avail 
themselTesof  the  mora/  influence  whichmight  haye  been  drawn 
from  the  sudden  arrival  of  Lord  £lgin  with  no  inconsiderable 
nor  inopportune  force ;  but  I  suppose  they  will  keep  their 
promise  and  send  us  back  these  men,  the  rather  because 

•  J.  mm. 

there  must  soon  be  a  glut  of  troops  at  Calcutta.  They 
will  probably  arrive  fiister  than  they  can  be  sent  up  the 
country. 

In  .a  few  day%  therefore,  we  may  reasonahly  expect  to 
have  700  guns  and  7,000  men  in  these  waters.  Of  thektter 
we  shall  probably  be  able  to  land  4,000 ;  hnt,  alas,  the  gnat 
bulk  of  them  will  be  blue  jacket — capital  fellows  fldoat^ 
but  tenable  stragglers  a^ore.  Jade's  habits  all  induce  him 
to  consider  that  going  adiore  means  going  upon  a  spree. 
Jack  will  help  to  take  the  city,  or  would  take  it  singto- 
handed ;  but  we  must  not  trust  lidm  to  hold  it.. 

I  believe  I  may  now  say  that  the  Baron  Gros  has  deter- 
mined to  co-operate  in  our  enterprise.  He  has  three  frigates, 
two  corvettes,  and  i'uur  guiibuats  Leie,  and  about  1,000 
men,  whereof  lie  can  land  about  GOO  seamen.  We  have 
plenty  of  force  to  do  the  work  single-handed,  and  some  delay 
may  possibly  be  occasioned  by  waiting  until  he  can  get  his 
frigate,  the  Capricieicse,  now  in  dock  at  Shanghai,  down 
southwards.  far,  therefore,  as  actual  assistance  goes, 

perhaps  we  might  as  well  have  been  alone  ;  but  in  other 
points  of  view  this  co-operation  must  be  very  satisfactory. 
What  his  casus  belli  may  be  I  am  not  informed,  and  as  it  is 
no  part  of  my  business  to  speculate  upon  it,  I  take  for  granted 
that  it  is  sufficient.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  it  cannot  be 
stronger  than  ours.  The  action  of  the  French,  therefore, 
will  justify  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  the  course  which  we  ace 
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now  takiDg,  and  as  the  two  squadrons  will  doubtless  act 

cordially  together,  this  will  be  another  public  proof  of  the 
friendship  and  common  policy  of  the  two  nation:!. 

it  16  equally  well  understood  that  the  Americans  are  to 
retain  their  position  of  lookers-on.  Judging  from  the  great 
draught  of  water  of  the  Mintiesota,  even  this  "  looking  on  ** 
must  be  a  very  distant  view. 

The  torpidity  of  the  last  five  mouths,  therefore,  has  clianged 
to  the  bustle  of  preparation.  The  seamen  are  being  drilled 
to  act  ashore,  the  59th  are  l^eing  marched  and  counter- 
marched, targets  are  set  up  in  the  secluded  valleys  of  Houg- 
kongj  and  the  sharp  ring  of  the  rifle  may  bo  heard  at  early 
morn  and  at  dewy  eve.  Everyone  who  can  smuggle  himself 
on  board  a  gunboat  has  been  up  the  river  to  get  a  peep  at 
the  doomed  city.  Many  who  did  not  need  this  smuggling 
process  have  yielded  to  the  same  cariosity.  General  Ashbum* 
ham.  is  said  to  be  under  orders  for  departure  for  India,  and 
la  about  to  exchange  Head^quarters  House  "  for  the  Avti, 
Lord  Elgin  taking  the  house  and  the  general  taking  the 
steamer.  If  these  orders  should  be  imperative  in  then* 
character,  I  apprehend  that  nothing  can  be  done  until  he  is 
gone  j  for  it  would  probably  be  inexpedient  that  operations 
cf  magnitudey  such  as  must  occur  a^r  the  taking  of  the 
ettyf  £ould  be  originated  by  a  general  whose  engagements 
ebewhere  will  not  allow  him  to  condnct  them  to  a  dose. 
The  geneialy  however,  was  loth  to  depart,  and  not  unnaturally 
so.  CSolonela  Wetherall  and  Pakennam,  and  Major  Grealock 
liave  been  hard  at  work  for  months  arranging  the  plan  of 
operations,  and  must  be  equally  disapp<nnted  at  having  to 
leave  theur  laboratory  just  at  the  moment  of  projection. 
Major  Maodonald  might  reasonably  expect  to  fight  his  way 
into  the  city  of  Canton,  instead  of  joining  hia  regiment  in 
India  when  the  hard  fightinpj  will  probably  be  over.  But  ' 
altered  circumstances  compel  altered  arrangements.  Our 
staff  officers,  and  our  doctors,  and  our  commissaruit  are 
ludicrously  disproportionate  to  our  |)resent  force,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  service  must  silence  private  hardships. 
When  General  Ashburnham,  therefore,  went  up  to  Macao 
Fort  and  to  the  fort  of  the  Fatshan  Creek,  it  was,  as  I  suppose, 
only  to  take  a  Pisgah  look  at  the  promised  laud,    it  is  said 
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that  be  waits  to  see  what  the  next  mail  may  bring.  Bel6i» 
this  goes  he  may  posaiblj  have  taken  his  departure. 

Lord  Elgin,  acoompanied  by  the  French  Secretary  of 
Legation  and  Colonel  Foley^  has  also  been  up  to  MauM)  Fort^ 
and  taken  a  oarefol  survey  of  the  city  from  the  top  of  ihe 
Pagoda.  He  called  upon  Baron  Gros  at  the  French  anchorage 
at  Castle  Peak  Bay,  and  held  long  conTcrse.  The  Chinese, 
who  profess  to  be  quite  con'vinced  that  all  this  ^  bobbery," 
to  use  their  word,  is  only  to  frighten  them,  and  who  still 
repeat,  "  Englishraau  no  can  take  Canton,"  are  quite  certain 
that  "  Number  one  Mandarin"  only  went  up  to  try  and  open 
negotiations  with  Yeh. 

I  also  have  been  cruising  about  in  these  waters.  After 
four  months'  absence,  it  was  pleasant  to  revisit,  more  tran- 
quilly  than  upon  a  former  occasion,  the  fort  on  the  Fatshan 
creek,  now  called  "  Seymour  Fort,"  and  to  look  again  upon 
the  city  from  the  Macao  Pagoda.  I  cannot  detect  any 
alteration  in  the  defences  of  the  city  since  I  was  last  there. 
The  Shameen  forts  at  the  end  of  the  three-mile  reach  still 
look  ruinous.  Gongh  Fort  seems  to  be  surrounded  by  rather 
fewer  tents  than  when  I  last  saw  it.  All  the  traps  and 
pitfalls  are  probably  completed  There  is,  howeyer^  a  closer 
interest  now  in  bringing  a  powerful  glass  to  bear  upon  the 
heights  which  must  so  soon  be  won  by  British  darings  and 
in  examining  the  ground  along  which  our  forces  must 
proceed.  It  is  broken  ground^  capital  skirmishing  groond^ 
but  veiy  difficult  for  the  transport  of  guna  Mr.  Power, 
who  now  conducts  the  commissariat  department^  has* 
organized  a  corps  of  750  coolies — ''Hakkas,*'  or  men  drawn 
from  a  mountain  district  which  has  always  had  little  reqpeet 
to  mandarin  authority.  They  look  veiy  well  when  thsrjr 
are  paraded  at  Hongkong,  and  they  work  very  well;  hat 
whether  those  fellows  wOl  drag  fildd-pieces  up  over  thoas 
inequalities  in  &ce  of  the  fire  from  the  £>rt  is  yet  to  be 
seen.  I  belieye  it  is  not  proposed  to  bring  this  novel  trans- 
port corps  actually  under  fire ;  but  the  question  is^  at  whafe 
distance  they  will  take  finght. 

I  passed  also  by  Wbampoa,  which  has  not  been  seen 
except  by  the  earl  and  the  genenil  and  their  protecting  gun- 
boats since  the  commencement  of  the  war ; — I  beg  pardon. 
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•I  mean  since  the  commencement  of  the  misimderstandinff 
between  the  local  authorities  at  Canton  and  her  Majesty's 
civil  and  military  officers  there.  I  only  know  by  description 
how  populous  and  busy  the  place  once  was,  how  thronged  by 
boats,  how  crowded  by  shipping,  how  echoing  with  drunken 
shouts,  how  rife  with  fierce  debauchery.  The  town  is  appa- 
rently very  moral  now.  There  is  scarcely  a  boat  on  the 
river.  Tlie  docks  are  all  destroyed,  and  the  blocks  of 
granite  emulate  the  eccentricity  of  the  blocks  of  the  Boguo 
forts.  Many  of  the  wooden  houses  that  advance  upon  piles 
into  the  river  ai*e  losing  their  perpendicular,  and  leaning 
forwards  like  a  drunken  man  poising  himself ;  some  are 
already  down  ;  all  look  ruinous  and  desolate.  Here  and 
there  a  few  Chinese  were  gathered  together  to  stare  at  us 
as  we  passed,  but  they  were  more  haggard  than  any  China- 
men I  have  ever  seen.  They  made  no  sign  and  laughed  no 
kugk  They  were  piobably  the  minions  of  Tioes  locally 
extinot 

"  I  passed  also  by  the  French  anchorage,  and  had  some 
communication  with  their  fleet.  This  is  a  beautiful  spot  in 
this  clear  cool  weather,  and  I  dare  say  they  derive  immense 
aatia&ction  in  perforating  the  hills  by  their  ball  practice, 
and  setting  fire  to  the  brushwood  by  their  shell  pniotiees* 
But  still  I  don't  quite  wonder  that  they  should  be  ready  to 
^ht  anybody  in  any  cause  to  get  a  little  distraction.  The 
baTon*8  suite  are  all  marquises  and  counts  and  grand  seignenxa 
of  high  degree,  who  had  come  out  with  the  idea  of  a  sort 
of  royal  progress  to  Pekin.  They  have  been  nx  months 
at  sea,  cooped  up  in  the  Auiaeimse,  and  are  still  in  theic 
floating  prison.  One  of  the  officers  said  to  me,  ^  We  get  up 
efFery  morning  at  daylight  because  there  is  such  a  deuce  of 
a  noise  (tapagB  d^enfcr)  with  washing  the  ded^  that  no  one 
can  sleep  all  day  long,  as  he  would  wish,  and  we  see  always 
that  same  sea  and  those  same  rocks,  and  that  everlasting 
siigarloaf  hill — ce  rCest  pas  gat.  Now  and  then  we  have 
our  distractions.  The  admiral,  who  is  very  amiable, 
allows  us  occasionally  a  spectacle.  But  the  sailors  only  play 
one  piece,  and  the  women  are  represented  by  two  broad- 
chested  mariners.  One  of  them  tells  us  in  the  course  of  the 
dialogue^  in  a  nidle  bass  voice^  ^Jlelas  I  vovls  voyez  queje  auia 
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hdlc.  Comme  cest  malheureux  d'etre  belle  Cfe  7i  est  pats 
amusantJ*  I  hope  their  friends  in  Paris  will  cease  to  envy 
them,  and  sympathize  with  their  sufferings. 

My  letters  from  the  North  tell  me  that  the  Chinese  Lave 
just  issued  an  impertinent  proclamation,  warning  the  bar- 
barians not  to  venture  into  the  interior,  and  declaring  that 
even  if  they  should  not  create  disturbances  there,  punishment 
will  await  them.  It  is  just  as  well  that  I  made  my  survey 
of  Haiigchow  before  this  proclamation  appeared,  for  nobody 
doubts  the  power  of  the  mandarins  to  incite  the  population 
to  force  on  "a  difltarbaiice''  with  the  most  peaceable 
lijuropeans.''' 

Couiit  Putiatin  is  back  in  Shanghai.  He  has  made  a  new 
treaty  in  Japan,  and  it  seems  that  the  terms  are  liberal^ 
showing  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  to  throw 
over  their  exclusiveness.  Busaia  has  been  granted  land  to 
build  government  stofohouses,  and  the  Japanese  have  bought 
several  European  merchant  ships.  They  have  heard  oi 
Queen  Victoria's  gift  to  the  emperor,  and  are  anxiously 
looking  for  her  arrival  She  is  now  being  ornamented  in 
Hongkong  harbour,  but  she  will  disappoint  the  Japanese. 

is  neiilier  a  ship  of  war  nor  a  pleasure  yaoht,  and  is 
specially  ill  adapted  for  the  habits  of  the  people  for  whom 
sne  is  destined.  The  Dutch  naval  officers  have  been  to  see 
Ber,  and  chuckle  at  the  little  respect  she  will  obtain  for 
British  naval  architecture. 

I  learn  from  the  same  souroe  that  Pddn  is  nearly  in  a 
state  of  fomina  Bice  is  said  to  coat  300  cash  (about  \$.  0d} 
a  pound.  The  Bosrian  plenipo  and  the  American  commo- 
dore were  about  leainng  for  Hongkong. 

The  same  letters  tell  me  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Beale,  one 
of  the  Medici  of  Shanghai  He  had  accumulated  an 
enormous  fortune  without  contracting  the  limits  of  a  most 
lavish  expenditure.    He  had  just  resolved  to  return  home. 

*  Sir  John  Bowring  scolded  me  as  the  cause  of  this  proclamation. 
!No  doubt  my  inland  journey  was  in  breach  of  the  trenty,  and  I  should 
have  htod  no  cause  of  complaint  had  I. been  rougiiiy  usuci.  Nor,  per- 
liaps,  would  mere  onriosity  have  been  %  jttBti&sstioii  for  penetratiiig 
into  that  jealoady-elaeed  city  of  Hangchow.  But  I  had  objects  in 
view  which  were  worth  a  little  risk^ and  which  wova  not  dearly  bought 
by  a  growl  Irom  the  mandarina. 
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I  was  his  guest  for  some  time  at  Shangliai,  aud  was  indebted 
to  him  for  much  information.  He  had  discussed  with  me 
his  plans  for  his  new  career  in  England,  and  his  influence 
would  have  been  great  upon  all  questions  relating  to  China. 
But  while  he  was  gathering  in  the  threads  of  his  multifarious 
operations,  Death  put  his  hand  upon  him.  He  died  deli- 
riously, pointing  out  the  headlands  and  the  cities  he  fancied 
he  saw  in  his  voyage  towards  England.  Well,  Pascal  says, 
"  La  omrt  est  plus  aisee  d>  supporter  sans  y  penser  que  la 
penste  de  la  nwrt  sans  peril.''  So  perhaps  he  was  happy  in 
his  death.  I  am  told  also  by  the  same  mail  of  the  death  of 
a  young  and  honest-hearted  mis^naiy  at  Ningpo  with 
whom  I  had  had  much  converse.  It  is  frightful  to  look 
back  upoa  the  number  of  youthful  and  energetic  men  whom 
1  have  known  intimately  during  my  few  months*  sojourn  in 
the  East,  and  who  have  succumbed  to  this  climate. 


CHAPTER  XX 

A  CHINBSS  DIKirBB. 

How  Christiana  sometimes  eat — A  Chinaman's  Aptitude  for  Cookery 
— My  Cook  at  Hongkong — The  Food  of  the  Labouring  ClasB — Of 
the  Beggars  —  Of  the  Middle  Classes— The  Cookshops  —  *'  The  / 

•  Gallery  St  tlie  Imperial  Academioian"  at  Niiigpo«-I>eiwriptloii  otm 
Dinner  given  by  the  Author  at  tbat  Hotel. 

In  cookery  the  Chinese  hold  a  middle  positioD,  below  the 
French  and  above  the  English.  There  is  a  certain  degree  of 
philosophy  in  a  Chinaman's  smallest  act — he  never  does 
anything  for  which  he  cannot  give  a  reason.  He  sees  an 
es|)ecial  connection  between  cookery  and  civilization-^ 
wh{^rein  he  agrees  with  some  great  names  among  ourselves — 
and  he  conceives  that  the  English  must  be  very  low  in  the 
intellectual  scale,  and  must  hold  their  high  rank  only  by 
brute  force.  An  EngUsbman's  mode  of  feeding  is,  says  Jolm 
Ohinamaiii  the  nearest  a|>proach  to  that  of  the  savages  of 
Formosa.  He  does  the  chief  vork  of  the  slaughter-house 
«pon  his  dinner-table^  and  he  remits  the  principal  work  of 
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the  kitchen  to  his  stomach.  "In  remote  ages,  before  wo 
became  civilized,"  a  polite  Chinaman  once  informed  me,  "  we 
used  knives  and  forks,  as  you  do,  and  had  no  chopsticks. 
We  still  carry  a  knife  in  our  chopstick-case  ;  but  it  is  a  rem- 
nant of  barbarism, — we  never  use  it.  We  sit  down  to  table 
to  cat,  not  to  cut  up  carcases." 

Sedentary  and  dyspe{)tic  men  of  every  race  will  think 
with  the  Chinese,  that  legs,  shoulders,  loins,  heads,  limbs> 
directly  suggestive  of  the  living  animal,  are  common  only  to 
the  banquet  of  an  Englishman  and  a  beast  of  prey.  "  Plain 
wholesome  food means  a  slice  of  red  fiiesh  and  a  crudely- 
prepared  vegetable,  and  requires  animal  heat,  intensified 
by  labour  or  exercise,  to  digest  and  assimilate  it.  It  is  the. 
food  of  man  in  a  state  of  nature.  This  plain  food  "  is  only 
wholesome  in  comparison  with  those  poisonous  compounds  <^ 
grease  and  carbonized  or  saturated  meat  which  in  ourin£uios 
households  are  so  fitly  designated  "  made  dishes." 

In  London,  where  people's  occupations  do  not  prepare 
them  to  "eat  like  a  hunter/'  civilization  is  invading  the 
kitchen.  Bad  housewives  say  that  "travel  and  the  dubs 
have  spoiled  the  men  ;**  they  will  no  longer  contentedly  feed 
like  dogs  or  tigers.  Young  men,  who  in  the  aggregate  rule 
society,  vote  a  household  careless  of  the  cuisine,  to  be 
mauvais  genre;  and  old  men,  each  potent  in  his  particular, 
circle,  have  learned  from  those  great  practical  cliymibts,  Ure, 
and  Soyer,  and  Francatelli,  that  it  is  possible  to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  the  table  without  the  penalty  of  an  afta^wua* 
tion  of  a  looming  apoplexy. 

In  China,  however,  the  natives  see  and  are  taught  English 
cookery  in  its  worst  possible  form.  In  Hongkong  and 
Shanghai  a  dinner-table  at  the  summer  season  is  a  melan- 
choly spectacle  of  spoiled  food.  The  creatures  to  be  eaten 
were  necessarily  killed  the  siime  day,  and  the  tough  tissues 
are  as  hard  as  death  stiffened  them.  This  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  Chinese  cooks.  Every  Chinaman  has  a  natural  aptitude 
for  cookery.  I  know  one  little,  lean,  thread-paper  anatomy 
at  Hongkong,  whose  only  teaching  has  been  half  a  dozen, 
lessons  administered  to  him  from  the  pages  of  a  French 
cookery-book,  and  who  will  send  you  up  a  consomm^  aux 
oeufs  pochea^  a  iilet  de  boeuf  aux  champignons,  a  salmi  of 
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teal,  a  salad,  waferlike  fried  potatoes,  and  a  sweet  omelette 
in  a  style  certainly  not  inferior  to  Vefour ;  for  the  salmi 
I'd  back  him  against  the  world,  and  for  the  salad  against 
any  Englishman  who  ever  inverted  that  best  of  Italian 
proverbsy  **MoUo  cPoUo,  poco  d'  ctceto" 

I  dare  saj  my  hint  that  English  cookery  is  not  qnite  a 
perfect  art  will  be  considered  very  impertinent ;  bnt  it  has 
been  so  mneh  the  habit  to  ridi<mle  the  Chinese  as  filthy 
feeders^  that  if  we  are  aboat  sexionsly  to  consider  their 
methods  of  preparing  their  food  as  one  of  the  articles  of 
Hieir  civilization,  we  must  cast  a  glance  homeward,  lest  we 
try  them  by  a  wrong  standard. 

The  one  article  of  diet  of  the  ordinary  labouring  class  is 
rice.  **  I  eat  the  rice  of  a  barbarian  hong  '*  is  a  mode  of 
expression  I  think  I  have  already  mentioned.  It  is  the 
most  wholesome  grain  to  eat  unfermented,  much  more 
wholesome  than  the  boiled  wheat  of  the  Arabs,  more  nutri- 
tions than  the  boiled  lumpers  of  the  Irishman.  If  you  look 
into  a  Chinaman's  basin,  you  see  that  his  simple  dish  is  well 
cooked.  Every  grain  rolls  separate  as  he  el^ovels  it  into  his 
mouth.* 

Below  this  level  the  beggars — the  dangerous  classes  of  all 
denominations — undoubtedly  eat  dogs  and  vermin.  Habit 
probably  breeds  a  taste  for  such  food  ;  but  I  take  it,  the 
practice  commences  in  necessity,  not  in  choice.  These 
people  cannot  procure  a  sufficiency  of  rice.  I  have  seen 
them  eating  their  dog  broth,  but  neglected  the  opportunity 
of  learning  how  it  was  prepared. 

If  we  ascend  a  little  in  the  scale,  we  shall  find  the  rioe- 
bowl  seasoned  with  a  little  patch  of  some  vegetable  curry, 
morsels  whereof  are  at  distant  intervals  delicately  taken  up 
by  the  chopsticks. . 

When  we  go  beyond  this^  we  get  into  a  very  doubtful 
class  of  comestibles.  There  are  smaU  travelling-kitchens 
heated  with  charcoal,  and  upon  which  stand  saucers  or 
microscopic  basins  filled  with  very  neatly-prepared  soups  of 
iMtk  and  vegetables ;  bat  evety  street  has  its  half-doizen 
cookshope.    There  are  seething  caldrons  in  which  dump- 

*  The  labouring  classes  undoubtedly  eat  rats ;  but  they  are  the  fiold 
rats  caught  at  harvest  time,  and  dried  iu  the  sun. 
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lingB  filled  with  minoed  meat  bob  np  and  down,  and  which 
are  by  no  means  unpleasant  to  the  palate  of  a  hungry 
and  inoorious  Christian.  I  have  lunched  from  them  more 
than  onoe  in  the  tea-gardens  of  Shanghai  city,  and  can  aver 
:  that  they  are  excellent  to  the  taste,  although  perhaps  no 
more  truatworthy  as  to  materials  than  English  sausage-meat. 
There  is  also  a  frying  of  fish  and  flesh  and  fowl,  and  a 
babbling  of  oil  in  many  pana  As  these  are  ortentationsly 
obtnided  nnder  the  noses  of  the  paaser-by,  the  odour  must 
be  supposed  to  be  exciting  to  a  Chinaman's  appetite.  It  ia^ 
boweyer,  decidedly  the  weak  point  of  Chinese  common 
cookery.  Whether  that  oil  be  castor  oil,  as  many  say,  but 
as  Hue  denies^  or  tea  oil,  or  oil  expreased  finmi  the  cotton 
seed,  or  wbidi  other  of  tlie  twenty  different  vegeteble  oils  in 
use  in  China,  is  of  little  importance.  It  is  so  foul  and  rancid 
that  the  stench  it  produces  is  intolerable,  and  the  cookshops 
add  most  potently  to  the  fearful  scents  of  a  Chinese  town  or 
village.  Possibly  the  vapours  from  the  pans  of  some  of  our 
own  courts  and  alleys  would  not  be  more  inviting ;  but  the 
ficying  is  not  performed  in  the  public  way. 

This,  however,  is  not  Chinese  cookery  any  more  than  the 
sharp,  unmistakably  feline  claws  to  be  detected  in  the  hare 
soup  of  a  small  traiteur  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Odeon 
is  to  be  taken  as  an  exemplification  of  French  cookery. 

It  is  impossible  now  to  get  a  real  Chinese  dinner  at  a 
Chinese  private  house.  Your  host  thinks  it  an  absolute 
necessity  of  politeness  to  serve  his  guest  according  to  his 
country's  fashion.  I  had  looked  forward  to  a  dinner  to  be 
given  by  the  Shantung  guild  of  merchants  to  the  English  at 
Ningpo  in  the  new  temple ;  but,  alas  !  the  Shantung  mer«> 
•  chants  hire  the  cooks  of  their  English  guests. 

Yet  Ningpo  is  filmed  throughout  all  China  for  the  excel* 
lence  of  its  learning  and  the  perfection  of  its  cookery — 
excellences  which,  if  my  recollection  of  Oxford  kitchens  is 
not  as  rusty  as  my  memories  of  its  lecture-rooms,  do  not 
always  so  together.  There  is  an  examination  at  Pekin  at 
-whicn  the  Cambridge  competitive  qrstmn  is  adopted,  and  a 
sort  of  Senior  Wrangler  of  the  whole  emijpire  is  declared* 
Some  years  ago,  Ningpo  had  the  honour  of  producing  the 
successful  candidate,  and  great  was  the  joy  of  Ningpa  The 
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Hlii^  or  LoTegrove,  of  Ningpo,  was  thea  about  erocting  a 
BOW  hotel,  and  inBtead  of  caSing  it  The  Imperial  Dragon,** 
or  <'The  Ten  Thousand  Yeara^**  he  called  it  ''The  Gallery  of 
the  Imperial  Academician."  Under  that  title  it  holds  repute 
of  having,  out  of  Pekin,  the  best  cuwtfte  in  China. 

To  this  hostelry,  in  reparation  for  our  disappointment  at 
the  hands  of  the  Shantung  guild,  I  invited,  in  September 
Iskst,  a  good  portion  of  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  Ningpo, 
accompanying  the  invitation  witli  a  pair  of  cliopsticks  for 
preparatory  exercise.  After  some  deliberation,  the  enter- 
prise was  thought  worthy  of  patronage,  for  novelties  at 
Ningpo  are  not  numerous,  and  the  invitation  was  accepted. 
A  room  was  prepared,  and  the  dinner  ordered  under  grave 
advice ;  and  on  the  day  aj)pointed  eight  chairs,  four  of  them 
containing  English  ladies,  duly  guarded  by  their  lords,  pro- 
ceeded in  procession  through  the  city  gate  and  deposited  their 
burden  at  "  the  Gallery  of  the  Imperial  Academician." 

The  salon  was  more  like  a  slice  of  a  verandah  than  a 
room.  Its  front  was  open  to  the  narrow  afreet.  The  table 
was  laid  with  the  preliminary  trifles  proYOcatives  to  the 
coming  repast.  There  was  a  small  square  tower,  built  up  of 
slices  from  the  breast  of  a  goose  ;  a  tumulus  of  thin  square 
pieces  of  tripe ;  hard-boiled  eggs  of  a  dark  speckled  colour, 
-which  had  been  preserved  in  lime,  and  whose  delicacy  is  sup- 
posed to  be  proportioned  to  their  antiquity;  beiTies  and 
other  vegetable  substances  preserved  in  vinegar ;  a  curious 
pile  of  some  shell-flsh,  to  me  unknown,  wnioh  had  been 
taken  from  its  shell  and  out  in  thin  slioes ;  prawns  in  their 
natural,  or  rather  in  their  artificial  red  state ;  ground  nuts, 
ginger,  and  candied  froiia. 

Everything  was  excellent  of  its  kind,  and  the  unknown 
shell-fidi  particularly  good  in  flavour.  I  am  afiraid  to  say 
that  the  tripe,  boiled  to  an  almost  gelatinous  softness,  was  a 
creditable  piece  of  cookery,  but  I  know  many  Englishmen 
who  would  have  devoured  the  small  heap  with  great  avidity. 
There  was  at  first  an  air  of  suspicion  in  the  manner  we 
wandered  over  this  light  collation  ;  but  this  soon  gave  way 
as  the  fruits,  the  pickles,  or  the  shell-fish  commended  them- 
selves to  the  several  tastes. 

And  now  we  sat  down  to  the  serious  business  of  .the 
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day.  Eiushgaest  wassapplifid  vithaaanoeraadaporoeiam 
spoon — they  had  biought  tlieir  own  dioprtieks.  A  folded 
towel,  just  saturated  with  hot  water,  was  placed  by  each 
saucer — ^this  is  the  Chinese  napkin— ^d  two  tiny  metal 
cups,  not  so  large  as  egg-cups,  were  allotted  to  every  guest. 
At  iny  side,  to  share  our  feast,  and  see  that  the  "rites" 
were  properly  performed,  sat  the  gravest  of  Chinamen.  He 
wore  his  mandarin  summer  cap,  for  he  was  the  interpreter 
at  one  of  the  consulates. 

The  first  dish  was,  in  accordance  with  all  proper  pre- 
cedent, the  birds-nest  soup.  I  believe  some  of  us  were 
rather  surprised  not  to  see  the  birds'-nests  bobbing  about 
in  the  bowl,  and  to  detect  no  flavour  of  sticks  or  feathers,  or 
moss.  What  these  birds'-nests  are  in  their  natural  state  I 
do  not  know,  for  I  have  no  book  On  ornithology,  and  have 
never  been  birds' -nesting  in  the  Straits.  Their  existence  at 
table  is  apparent  in  a  thick  mucilage  at  the  surftice  of  the 
soup.  Below  this  you  come  to  a  white  liquid  and  chickens' 
flesh.  It  was  objected  that  this  was  a  fade  and  tasteless 
delicacy.  But  remark  that  these  two  basins  are  only  the 
guns  of  little  systema.  The  same  hands  that  brought  them 
10,  aoattered  also  an  enkmrage  of  still  smaller  basins.  These 
are  sauces  of  every  flavoar  and  strength,  from  cnuhed  fresh 
chilies  to  simple  Boy.  Watch  Chinaman.  How 
cunningly  he  compoundl 

'*£at,  sir,  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  you  ate  this 
'mucilage '  with  your  chopsticks  1 

*^  No,  madam,  we  sooopad  it  with  our  saucers  and  ate  it 
with  our  porcelain  spoons." 

The  next  course  was  expected  with  a  very  nenrous  excite- 
ment. It  was  a  stew  of  sea-slugs.  As  I  have  seen  them  at 
Macao  they  are  white>  but  as  served  at  Kingpo  they  are 
ffreen.  I  credit  the  Imperial  Academictaa's  as  the  orthodox 
dish.  They  are  slippery,  and  Tery  difficult  to  be  handled  by 
inexpnienced  diopsticks ;  but  they  are  most  succulent  and 
pleasant  food,  not  at  all  unlike  in  fiavour  to  the  green  fat  of 
the  turtle.  If  a  man  cannot  eat  anything  of  a  kind  whereof 
he  has  not  seen  his  father  and  grandfather  eat  before,  we 
must  leave  him  to  his  oysters,  and  his  periwinkles,  and  his 
crawfish,  and  not  expect  him  to  swallow  the  much  more 
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comely  sea-slug.  But  surely  a  Briton  who  has  eaten  himself 
into  a  poisonous  plethora  upon  mussels  has  no  right  to  liolcl 
up  his  hands  and  eyes  at  a  Chinaman  enjoying  his  honest 
well-cooked  stew  of  btches  de  mer. 

During  the  discussion  of  this  dish  our  Chinese  master  of 
the  ceremonies  solemnly  interposed.  We  were  neglecting 
the  rudiments  of  politeness.  No  one  had  yet  offered  to 
intinide  one  of  these  sleek  and  savoury  delicacies,  deeply 
rolled  in  sauce,  into  the  mouth  of  his  neighbour.  Efforts 
were  made  to  retrieve  the  barbarian  honour,  but  with  no 
great  success,  for  the  slugs  were  evasive,  and  the  proiiered 
mouthful  was  not  always  welcome. 

The  next  dish  was  sturgeon  skull-cap — rare  and  gelatinous, 
but  I  think  not  so  peculiar  in  its  ^vour  as  to  excuse  the 
death  of  several  royal  fish. 

This  dish  being  taken  from  its  brazen  lamp-heated  stand, 
was  raeceeded  by  a  stew  of  shark  fins  and  pork.  The  shark 
fins  were  boiled  to  so  soft  a  consistency  that  they  might  have 
been  tnrbot  fins.  The  Chinaman  must  have  smiled  at  the 
unreasonable  prejudices  of  the  Occidentals  when  he  saw  some 
of  us  tasting  the  pork  but  jfighting  shy  of  the  shark.  He 
probably,  however,  did  not  know  that  the  same  Occidentals 
would  eat  with  relish  of  a  fish  which  they  had  themselves 
«nticed  to  their  angle  by  a  worm  or  a  maggot. 

Next  in  order  came  a  soup  composed  of  balls  of  crab. 
I  baye  tasted  ibis  better  prepared  at  Maeaa  It  assumes 
tiiere  the  form  of  a  very  capital  salad,  made  of  crab  and 
oooked  vegetablesL 

Meanwhile  the  ministering  boys  flew  and  fluttered  round 
the  table,  for  ever  filing  the  little  wine-glasses  with  hot 
wine  from  the  metal  pots.  There  were  three  kinds— rtbe 
strong  samshu,  for  a  Tery  occaaonal  ^  spike the  medicated 
wine,  for  those  who,  having  once  experienced  its  many 
flavours,  chose  to  attempt  it  a  second  time ;  and  the  ordinary 
wine,  which  is  so  like  sherry  negus  that  any  one  who  can 
drink  that  pre])ai'atioii  may  be  very  well  satisfied  with  its 
Chinese  sabbtitute. 

The  Chinaman  had  drunk  with  each  of  the  convives  almost 
in  English  fashion,  but  in  strict  obedience  to  the  Chinese 
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xiiteB,  aad  ungallBafly  obaUengiDg  the  male  pact  cf  the  <xw- 
pany  fint. 

And  now  we  heoame  damoious  for  hfead  or  xioe.  After 
a  8acce88io&  of  not  by  eaj  meaiuB  gcoaa,  but  eertain^ 
natntkMis  aod  nnunlaginoua  diahea,  tibe  pakte  and  the 
stomach  ciayed  aome  &riiiaoaoiia  &od.  Nodung  wtm  easier 
to  procure.  The  boya— -our  own  boys,  accostomed  to  wait  at 
our  English  dinners — brought  in  loaves  at  the  lightest  in-  . 
timation  ;  but  our  arbiter  edendi  interposed.  Bread  at  a 
Chinese  least  is  contrary  to  the  "  rites." 

We  consoled  ourselves  by  throwing  at  him  a  decisive  and 
unanimous  opinion  that  this  was  the  weak  point  ot  Ohinfise 
gastronomy. 

The  porcelain  bowls  in  their  coiu*ses,  like  the  stars  in  their 
courses,  continued  in  iinpausing  succession.  The  next 
named  was  "  the  rice  of  the  genii,"  meaning,  I  suppose,  the 
lood  of  the  genii,  for  there  was  no  rice  in  the  composition.. 
It  was  a  stew  of  plums  and  preserved  fruits,  whose  sweets 
and  acids  were  an  agreeable  counterpoise  to  the  fish  and 
meat  dishes  already  taken.  Then  we  had  a  dish  of  a 
boiled  hairy  vegetable,  very  like  that  stringy  endive  which 
they  call  in  France  ba/rbe  de  Capttc/iin ;  —  then  stewed 
mushrooms  from  Manchuria.  Then  we  relapsed  into  another 
aeries  of  fish  and  meat  enireea^  whereua  T^tables  iba 
-vegetable-marrow  spodea^  and  a  xoot  aomewhat  between  a 
horseradish  and  a  tumip^  were  lai^g^jr  need  There  was  a 
bowl  of  ducks'  tongae%  which  are  esteemed  an  ezqniaite 
Chinese  dainty.  We  were  picking  these  littiie  maroectm  oat 
with  our  chopsticks  (at  which  we  had  now  beoome  adepts, 
lor  the  knack  ia  eaaily  acquired),  when  we  were  startled  bj 
a  loud  Ohineae  ^'M^f  Yaw.*'  Thia  impudent  exelamatiim 
drew  oor  attention  to  tlie  open  front  of  omr  aiMurtment 
The  opposite  houaet  distant  perliapB  aomaa  ike  street  aibon^ 
eight  ^Mt  from  us,  presented  tbe  speotadbof  aamall  ecowdeii 
playhouse  seen  from  the  stage.  It  waa  deaady  erowdod 
with  half-naked  Ohinaaoen.  They  wwa  padsad  in  a  ataaa 
upon  the  gallery  and  they  were  squatted  open  the  xoof.  I 
faalieTe  they  had  paid  lor  thefr  plaoea.  Thy  Hmd  sat  oi<erly 
and  silent  all  thia  tune  to  aee  the  barimnaoa  dining.  Wie 
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might  have  drop})cd  the  grass  blinds,  but  it  would  have 
been  ill-natured  ;  the  Chinese  did  us  no  harm,  and  the  blinds 
would  have  kept  out  the  air ;  so  we  went  on  eatiDg,  like 
Greenwich  pensioners  or  Blnecoat  boys,  in  public. 

So  we  continued  our  attentions  to  the  ducks'  tonfifues.  and 
pa.ssed  on  to  deers'  tendons — a  royal  dish.  These  deers' 
tendons  come,  or  ought  to  come,  from  Tartary.  The 
emperors  make  presents  of  them  to  their  favoured  subjects. 
Y(eh's  father  at  Canton  recently  received  some  from  his 
sovereign,  and  gave  a  feast  in  honour  of  the  present.  These 
rnust  have  been  boiled  for  a  week  to  bring^them  down  to  the 
state  of  softness  in  which  they  came  up  to  us. 

Exhausted,  or  rather  repleted,  nature  could  no  more. 
When  a  stew  of  what  the  Chinese  call  the  ear  shell-fish. 
"was  placed  ttpon  the  table^  no  one  could  cany  bis  experiments 
farther.  An  untouched  dish  is  a  signal  for  the  close  of  the 
feast.  The  matire  <iPhUd  protested  that  be  had  twenty 
more  courses  of  excellent  rarity^  bnt  our  Chinese  master  of 
the  ceremonies  was  imperative,  and  so  were  we.  Plain 
boiled  rice,  the  rice  of  Bzecbuen,  was  brought  round  in  little 
bowls^  and  of  this  we  all  ate  plentifully.  Confectionary  and 
candied  fhiHs,  dnd  acanthus-beities  steeped  in  spirits, 
followed,  and  then  tea.  No  uncooked  fhiit  is  allowed  at  a 
Chinese  dinner.  They  have  a  proverb  that  fruit  is  feathers 
in  the  morning,  silk  at  noon,,  and  lead  at  night.  I  was 
assured  by  competent  authority  that  nothing  had  been  placed 
upon  the  table  which  was  not  in  the  highest  degree  whole- 
some, nutritious,  and  light  of  digestion.  We  certainly  so 
found  it  j  for,  adjourning  to  the  house  of  cue  of  the  cunvivcSj 
we  made  an  excellent  supper  that  night. 

The  master  of  the  ceremonies  now  looked  round  him 
with  a  swollen  and  satisfied  air,  and — erupit  mom — from 
his  mouth  came  forth  a  loud  sonorous  noise,  which  a  certain 
dramatist  has  not  scrupled  to  bedeck  with  knighthood,  and 
to  christen  Sir  Tuby.  He,  the  Chinaman,  seemed  proud  of 
his  performance.  We  sat  uncomfortable  on  our  chairs,  did 
not  know  which  way  to  look,  and  some  of  us  would  have 
run  away,  had  there  been  anywhere  to  run  to.  Some  one 
who  oould  speak  his  language  gave  bim  a  hint  which  made 
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liim  declare  emphatically  that  it  would  be  an  insult  to  tlio 
founder  of  the  feast  if  this  testimouy  was  not  loudly  given 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  entertainment  and  the  pletion  of 
the  guests.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  he  was  pre- 
TBiled  upon  to  turn  over  this  chapter  of  the  book  of  rites. 

And  thus  ended  our  Chinese  dinner.  Before  we  entered 
our  chairs^  we  walked  through  the  whole  establishment,  saw 
the  reservoirs  for  preserving  all  the  curious  creatures  we 
liad  been  eating,  and  examined  all  the  processes  of  prepara* 
tion,  and  the  casseroles  and  ovens  in  which  other  dinners 
were  then  being  prepared.  Everything  was  as  clean  and  as 
-regular  as  in  a  first-rate  European  establishment. 

Of  coui*se,  I  do  not  affirm  that  this  dinner  was  to  our 
tastes,  but  it  was  one  to  which  education  and  habit  might 
very  reasonably  incline  a  peoj)lc.  It  was  eminently  liglit 
and  digestible,  and,  like  the  Cliinese  themselves,  very  reason* 
able  and  defensible  upon  philosophic  grounds,  but  souicwhat 
monotonous,  tedious,  and  insipid.  We  must  recollect,  how- 
ever, that  the  higher  classes  in  China  never  take  exercise, 
and  are  necessarily  a  sedentary  and  dyspeptic  class  of  feeders. 
It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  bill  of  fare  ought  to 
be  preserved  and  the  dinner  described  ;  for,  although  several 
travellers  have  given  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  a  Chinese 
state  dinner,  and  have  indulged  in  a  general  jocoseness  at  the 
strangeness  of  its  materials,  no  one  has  ever  yet  taken  the 
trouble  to  inform  himself  as  to  what  the  dishes  before  him. 
really  did  contain. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

AGRICULTURE  IN  CHINA. 

SoU  of  the  Gre«at  Plains — ^The  best  way  of  seeing  the  Agriculture  o£  c 

Country  is  to  shoot  over  it — Pheasant-sliooting — Cleanness  of 
Crops — Nature  of  the  Crops — Tso  Beast-feeding — Manure — Art  of 
Agriculture  practised  under  ditfereut  Conditions  in  Ciiina* 

A  BEVisiT  to  the  scenes  of  the  Oanton  riyer  has  impressed 
me  still  more  not  only  with  the  extraordinary  beauty  of  the 
scenery  upon  its  banks,  but  also  with  the  singular  geological 
formation  of  the  country.  Upon  a  first  "view,  especially  if 
the  attention  is  absorbed  by  warlike  operations,  one  does 
not  observe  the  general  coincidence  in  character  between 
the  district  of  the  Pearl  Eiver  and  that  of  the  Yang*tse; 
We  are  struck  rather  by  the  points  of  difference.  In  the 
one,  the  eye  meets  at  every  point  ranges  of  round-topped 
granite  hills ;  in  the  other,  the  vision  wanders  unchecked 
over  a  dead  flat.  Yet  both  are  enormous  deltas  of  alluvial 
soil,  through  which  the  internal  waters  descend  in  one  large 
river  and  a  thousand  streams.  In  the  north,  the  deposits 
were  spread  upon  the  level  bed  of  a  gi'eat  sea,  and  silted 
it  up  into  a  solid  plain ;  in  the  south,  the  rich  mud, 
brought  ■  down  into  an  archipelago  of  granite  islets,  drove 
out  the  sea,  and  produced  a  region  of  rich  valleys  intersected 
or  dominated  by  granite  mountains.  The  crops  we  see 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Pearl,  and  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Waiigpo,  owe  their  luxuriance  to  the  same  alluvial  qualities 
of  the  soil.  On  the  Canton  river  they  are  now  just  gather- 
ing their  second  crop  of  rice,  the  bananas  are  still  clustered 
upon  the  trees,  and  the  patches  of  sugarcane  look  green  and 
reedy.  I  should  have  been  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining the  agriculture  of  the  south  more  nearly.  Three 
"Englishmen  at  Hongkong  resolved,  in  the  s})irit  of  Chevy 
Chace  chivalry,  to  hunt,  or  rather  to  shoot,  for  three  days 
upon  the  enemy's  terhtozy.   I  was  to  liave  accompanied 
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tbem,  but  was  drawn  away  by  the  more  imperative  duty  of 

accompanying  the  recoiiuaissance  up  the  river.  On  my 
return,  I  found  tliey  had  accomplished  their  vow.  Bristling 
with  revolvers,  and  accompanied  by  tive  coolies  to  each 

•  man,  they  had  landed  at  Mirs  Bay,  passed  through  several 
villages,  beat  with  pointers  and  beaters  the  hills  overhanging 
the  battlements  of  a  walled  city,  and,  in  spite  of  angiy 
looks  and  muttered  maledictions,  had  returned  with  whole 
skins  and  a  bag  of  sixteen  pheasants  and  some  quail. 

The  best  way  to  see  the  agriculture  of  a  couptry  is  to 
slioot  over  it.  A  landlord  who  shoots  over  his  estate  knows 
the  rotation  of  crops  in  every  field,  and  his  tenant  will  not 
wisely  be  too  persistent  in  his  straw  crops.  With  a  view 
to  this  same  sort  of  minute  acquaintance  with  the  agriciil- 
ture  of  the  Flowery  Land,  I  employed  some  of  my  enforced 
leisure  at  the  north  in  little  expeditions  after  the  Ohiiia 
pheasants.  I  used  to  take  a  Soochau  boat  and  go  away  np 
the  rivers  and  creeks,  some  twenty  or  thirty  inilesy  aiid 
anchor  off  some  likely  spot  for  the  night  Next  morning 
mj  servant  went  to  the  nearest  village  and  hired  three 
peasants  with  long  bamboos,  and  we  went  forth  seonrh^ 
the  country.  There  is  no  game-law  in  China.  The  land  is 
free  to  ally  and  consequently  the<  result  was  not  great  sport. 
Moreover,  every  inch  of  ground  was  covered  by  some  stand* 
ing  crop,  and  I  had  no  dogs.  Hospitable  as  the  Shanghai 
folk  are,  they  do  not  like  lending  their  dogs,  and  I  sighed 
iu  vain  for  my  own  £iithful  four-footed  friends.  The  only 
resource  was  to  try  whether  the  habits  of  the  wild  pheasant 
of  China,  which  has  cost  no  one  a  giunea  to  preserve,  are 

»  the  same  as  those  of  their  more  co>tly  brethren  of  England. 
I  used  to  steal  in  early  morning,  aud  again  just  before  sun- 
down, to  the  sides  of  the  bamboo  plantations.  The  ground 
round  these  ])lantations,  which  are  always  attached  to 
houses,  is  cultivated  in  lands,  like  allotment  grounds  in 
England — a  land  oi"  cotton,  another  of  pease,  a  third  of 
indigo,  a  fourth  of  white  turnips,  aud  so  on.  But  in  China, 
as  iu  England,  the  pheasants  ore  not  easy  to  approadi  at 
feeding-time. 

I  seldom  got  a  shot  at  less  than  seventy  yards,  and  if  I 
brought  down  my  bird  ''a  i-unuer/'  he  was  lost  to  me  and 
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my  heirs  for  ev^r.  The  fields  were  all  aJive  with  sharp-eyed 
meUgines^  who  watched  the  oouxse  of  the  wounded  game,  and 
followed  it  up  when  I  waa  gone.  In  the  daytime  I  had  a 
"very  nnmeroiu  following  of  speotatona^  and  I  shot  many 
birds  of  cotioas  plumage  for  thdr  amusement,  and  ibr  the 
satia&ction  of  my  own  cariosity.  It  was  very  critical 
shooting.  It  was  scarcely  possible  to  point  your  gun  with-  ' » 
<»iit  in&ig  a  Chinaman  at  the  end  of  your  barrels;  and  if  you 
should  pepper  one  of  these  spectators  or  cotton-pickers  by  acci- 
dent, you  would  be  bound  up  in  bamboo  thougs  and  sent  to 
Shanghai  in  a  cage.  Altogether,  therefore,  the  October 
shooting  in  China  is  not  quite  worth  following  for  itself 
alone.  But  for  the  exercise,  and  as  an  excuse  for  exploring 
the  country,  it  is  greatly  to  be  cultivated,  and  the  birds, 
when  you  do  get  them,  are  very  handsome.  All  the  cocks 
liave  the  white  ring  round  their  necks,  and,  strangely 
enough,  the  cocks  get  up  more  freely  before  you  than  the 
hens. 

After  investigation  carried  on  with  these  opportunities,  I 
am  convinced  that  England  has  nothing  to  learn  from 
Ohina  in  the  art  of  agriculture.  It  is  true  the  Chinese  have 
no  summer  fallows ;  but  then  they  have  no  stiff  clays. 
They  Lave  no  couch-grass,  no  thistles  contending  for  the 
fall  possession  of  the  laud,  as  we  see  in  Wales ;  no  uninvited 
poppifiSy  no  straggiing  stalky  crops,  the  poverty-stricken 
covering  of  an  ftirhawrt^  soil.  At  rare  intervals  we  see  a 
large,  rich-coloured  coxcomb  flaunting  himself  among  the 
coUon ;  but,  generally  speaking,  there  is  not  a  leaf  above 
the  ground  which  does  not  appertain  to  the  crop  to  which 
the  Seld  is  appropriated.  Eice  and  cotton  are  the  staples 
of  the  great  district  of  which  I  am  now  speaking.  These 
«rops  often  extend  in  unbroken  breadth  over,  tracts  of 
thousands  of  acres.  The  pease,  and  wheat,  and  indigo,  and 
turnips,  and  bringalls  lie  in  patches  round  the  villftges. 
The  ground  is  not  only  clean,  but  the  soil  is  so  exquisitely 
pulverized,  that  after  a  week's  rain  I  have  sometimes  looked 
about  in  vain  for  a  dod  to  throw  into  a  pond  to  startle  the 
water-fowl 

We  may  be  accustomed  to  mark  the  course  of  agricnlture 
throughout  the  breadth  of  our  own  land, — tile  light  loams 
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of  our  Lineolnabire  wolds,  the  tarnip  and  barley  lands  of 
Norfolk,  the  strong  fiats  of  Suffolk;  then  westward  to  the. 
*  rich  pastures  of  Leicester,  the  mixed  daiiy  and  arable  fSuma 
of  Derbyshire,  across  the  coalfields  to  the  sncoessive  and 
attenuating  oat  crops  on  the  shores  of  Bal%  and  along  the 
valley  of  the  Tivey, — yet  we  shall  see  nothing  like  the 
cultivation  of  this  great  plain  of  China. 

The  art  is  exercised  under  different  conditions.  The 
Oiincse  cultivator  is  not  asked  for  milk,*  or  butter,  or 
cheese,  or  mutton,  or  beef.  The  Chinaman  docs  not  object 
to  a  little  buffalo  or  goats'  milk  with  his  rice,  and  if  Rome 
curious  accident  should  have  brought  buffalo  llesli  into  his 
basin,  he  will  eat  it.  But  he  rarely  or  never  buys  it.  In 
his  recent  voyage  of  discovery  up  the  "  Great  J  unk,"  or 
"  Great  Western  Kiver,"  Commander  Elliott  and  Captain 
Edgell  saw  droves  of  buffaloes  upon  the  uplands  to  the 
north  of  Canton,  and  we  know  that  milk  and  mutton  are 
common  food  in  Tartary ;  but  I  am  speaking  of  those  parts 
of  China  where  agriculture  is  supposed  to  reach  j)ertection, 
not  of  the  mountain  pastures.  Pork,  poultry,  anrl  vege- 
tables, and  the  creatures  that  swim  or  crawl  about  his  rivers 
and  canals,  are  the  ChiDaman's  natural  dainties.  Stall-feed- 
ing, therefore,  would  not  pay  even  so  moderately  (taking 
sale  of  stock  only  into  consideration)  as  it  does  with  a%  and 
grass  is  only  seen  growing  rank  on  graves.  One  or  two 
buffaloes  to  torn  the  inigating-wheel  and  plough  the  paddy- 
fields^  two  or  three  goats,  a  breeding  sow,  a  quantity  of 
those  ugly  long-legged  fowls  so  ignorantly  called  Cochin- 
Chinas  in  England,  and  a  flock  of  ducks  and  geese — such  is 
the  live  stock  of  a  Chinese  fatm  which  maintains  a  hundred 
labourers. 

Stable-yard  manure,  therefore,  is  scant.  Nor  is  it  mndt 
coveted  Human  ordure  is,  in  a  Chinaman's  opinion,  the 
only  perfect  fertiliser.  This  is  collected  with  the  most  op- 
presnve  care.  In  the  dties^  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
cities,  enormous  dark  open  earthenware  pans  offend  the 

♦  There  was  a  current  ptory  in  the  Canton  factories,  that  an  English- 
man scolding  his  servant  because  there  was  no  milk  on  his  breakfast- 
table,  was  answered,  "How  can?  how  can?  That  goat  hab  whilo, 
(ran  away),  that  pig  hab  kill,  that  wonuui  hab  ti^— how  eaa  t  ** 
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senses  at  evexy  inrn^  poisoning  the  air,  inviting,  and  too 
often  leoeiving,  the  contributions  of  the  passers-by.  The 
privilege  of  coUeetion  is  sold  for  a  krge  price,  and  the 
Cantonese  have  a  proverb  that  a  fortune  every  day  passes  in. 
that  form  out  of  their  gates.  In  the  suburbs  every  cottage 
has  its  open  earthenware  cesspool.  In  the  country  every 
house  has  its  pul)lic  latrine,  ostentatiously  placed  with  its 
open  doorless  entrance  to  the  public  i)ath.  In  these  temples 
the  Chinese  worship  with  a  deliberate  solemnity  which 
savours  of  the  ostentatious  performance  of  a  religious  nte. 
The  numbers  and  suffocating  eliluvia  of  these  opposition 
manure-traps  are  to  an  Englishman  a  never-ceasing  horror. 
They  constitute  his  first  and  his  last  impression  of  the 
country.  Like  everything  else  in  China, the  favour  awarded 
by  law  and  custom  to  the  collection  of  manure  is  used  as  a 
contrivance  for  extortion.  At  Ningo  two  immense  pans  lie 
opposite  to  the  entrance-door  of  the  first  native  niercliant  in 
that  city,  awaiting  the  payment  of  2,000  dollars,  which  is  the 
price  of  their  removal.  The  boats  which  convey  this  pro- 
duce through  the  inner  waters  will  bring  up  close  to  you  at 
night,  and  will  remove  only  for  a  consideration.  I  knew  an 
Englishman  at  Shanghai  vho  was  obliged  to  pay  thirty 
dollars  upon  one  occasion  of  this  kind ;  but  then  he^  in 
Britannic  fashion,  had  knocked  the  extortioner  into  the 
midst  of  his  liquid  cargo. 

These  details  of  the  "  sordida  rura  "  are  not  pleasant  to 
write  ;  at  all  times  "  difficile  est  propria  eomnmnia  dicere  ;  " 
but  if  the  object  be  to  depict  or  to  comprehend  China,  they 
must  be  written  and  read.  This  manure  is  sprinkled  over 
the  plant :  it  is  too  precious  to  be  worked  into  the  ground. 
The  straw  and  the  burnt  hulm  of  the  cotton-plant  are 
xetttxned  to  the  soil — ^that  is  all  The  Chinese  transplant 
every  root  of  rice  by  hand,  just  as  we  should  transplant 
young  trees,  and  each  has  its  little  blessing  of  liquid  manure 
as  it  is  sown.  This  homcsopathic  system  would  not  do^  I 
apprehend,  with  our  hungry  clay  lands. 

The  art  of  agriculture  is,  I  repeat,  exevdsed  under  different 
conditions  in  China  to  what  it  is  in  England.  Give  an 
English  farmer  a  thousand  acres  of  vegetable  loam  of  an  un- 
explored depth, — a  reticulation  of  waterways,  which  enables 
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him  to  flood  at  pleasure  every  acre  of  las  aoil  an  unfiuliiig 
supply  of  manual  labour  at  id.  a-day — and  cheap  communi- 
catioD,  by  tidal  creeks,  with  large  markets  ;  give  him  also 
periodical  rains,  perfect  drainage,  and  abundance  of  (juickly- 
ripening  sunshine,  and  see  what  crops  of  corn,  and  pulse,  and 
potherbs  he  would  produce.  I  say  nothing  of  tea  and  cotton, 
and  mulberr^'-leaves  ;  for  our  friend  Giles  would  have  to 
scratch  his  head  a  little  before  he  could  start  on  a  race  to 
overtake  these  Chinamen,  who  are  4,000  years  of  practice 
ahe:id  of  him. 

But  thea,  per  contrd.,  it  must  be  recollected  that  this  park 
of  Ceres  is  infested  by  2x>achei*s.     These  ha|)py  fields  are 
overrun  by  extortionate   mandarins,    pillaging  soldiers, 
marauders,  who  in  small  bands  are  called  robbers,  and  ia 
large  bands  aspire  to  be  rebels,  and  to  be  led  by  "  kings^'* 
river  pirates,  who  levy  blackmail,  and  occasional  swarms  of 
locusts  which  darken  the  sun.    Simple  folk  may  dtatter 
about  the  horrible  injustioe  of  eoercing  the  governing 
powers  of  China ;  but  a  government  which  exacts  and  dots 
not  protect  is  only  a  badly«03i^(aniaed  brigandage.    I  see  no 
act  of  duty  in  reeouing  a  fly  from  a  spider,  or  a  sparrow  ftom 
a  hawk^  yet  I  do  not  regard  either  deed  as  imlawfaL  Quite 
sure  I  am  that  the  larger  interests  of  homaaity  would  be 
subserved  by  any  train  of  ctrcumstanoes  which  should  bxiiig 
the  Chinese  population  to  comprehend  not  only  our  Western 
notions  of  probity  and  honour,  but  also  our  Western  habits 
of  working  those  notions  into  our  practice. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

WAITING   FOB  FOBCB& 

The  riag-sliip  moves  up  to  Tiger  Island — Departure  of  General 
Aabburniiaiu  and  Staff — Indifferenca  at  Home — Preparations — 
Waiting  for  the  Adelaide  and  Auistance — Attitude  of  the  Four 
Powers — The  American  Frigate  Jftnnesofo — ^Lord  Elgin's  Demand 
upon  Yeh — Keraarks  upon  the  changed  Counie  of  ProceediDgs — 
Author's  Expectation  that  we  shall  be  in  Canton  before  the  end  of 
the  Year — Mr.  Wade  discovers  "The  Hall  of  Patriotism  and 
Peace" — ^Tbe  Grand  Master  of  thia  Lodge  is  flogged — List  of 
Sbipa  in  the  Chinese  waters — Correspondence  between  Lord  Elgin 
and  Teh. 

HONOKONO,  Nov.  28, 

On  the  ISth,  the  Calcutta  flagship  moved  from  her  moor- 
ings in  this  harbour  and  proceeded  towards  Canton.  She 
is  now  anchored  off  Tiger  Island,  and  is  occupied  in  throw- 
ing shells  with  marvellous  precision  into  three  large  targets. 

Next  day  the  Ava^  Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamer,  de- 
parted for  Calcutta,  taking  from  us  General  Ashburnham, 
Colonels  Pakenham  and  Wetherall^  Major  Macdonald,  and 
Dv.  Dempster.  Major  Crealock  was  left  here  (as  deputy- 
assistant  quartermaster)  at  l^e  request  of  GeneBal  Strau- 
))^flusee. 

We  ba;ve  now,  therefore,  reduced  our  staff  to  the  measure 
of  our  straitened  means,  and  can  marshal  our  little  force 
with  some  hope  of  pennanencj  in  our  arrangements. 

I  subjoin  to  this  letter  a  list  of  the  vessels  of  war,  clsased 
according  to  their  position  in  these  watenk  Perhaps  there 
may  be  persona  in  England  who  may  still  foel  some  sLigbt 
interest  in  a  ^tisih  fleet  and  a  small  English  army  engaged 
in  the  siege  of  a  vast  dty. 

Incalctdable  as  are  tilie  consequences  whicih  will  follow 
i^om  the  operatbns  about  to  commence  here,  I  have  little 
beart  for  the  task  of  detailing  the  preparations.  I  feel  that 
I  shall  be  listened  to  like  a  child  prattling  its  nonsense 
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oat  of  season.  You  are  absorbed  in  the  contemplation  of 
tbe  fall  of  BeUii  Upon  the  morrow  of  the  accomplishment 
of  a  rigbteouB  national  revenge,  and  in  the  presence  of  those 
bitter  memories  of  butcheries  and  foul  defilements  whick 
sere  so  many  English  hearts,  to  speak  of  China  will  seem  to. 
many  almost  an  impertinence* 

The  tone  of  the  letters  received  by  the  mail  which  arrived 
Lere  four  days  ago  affords  little  hope  that  you  will  give  one 
thought  to  US,  and  offen  little  encouragement  to  fiie  men 
who  are  engaged  in  the  service  of  their  country  in  this  deadly 
climate.  We  arc  not  jealous  of  the  absorbing  sympathy 
which  follows  our  army  in  India,- — no  lionours  can.  be  too 
high  for  I  lie  in,  no  gratitude  too  warm, — nor  do  we  fall  one 
line  below  you  in  the  rage  excited  by  the  horrors  enacted 
there.  Unquestionably,  most  unquestionably,  the  operations 
in  China  are  of  infinitely  inferior  interest  and  importance  to 
those  in  the  Bengal  presidency;  but  that  is  no  good  reason 
why  these  operations  should  be  ostentatiously  ignored  or 
needlessly  interrupted.  Yet  some  of  your  public  men  seem 
anxious  to  show  the  sincerity  of  their  terror  by  a  gi'atuitous 
sacrifice  of  onr  prestige  and  interest  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Sir  Charles  Napier's  voice  is  only  a  little  louder  than  that  of 
others  when  he  raises  the  cry  of  "  Sauve  qui  j^eut^'  c^allantly 
leading  a  Bacchanalian  party  at  Bury  in  a  career  of  tumul- 
tuous panic,  and  shouting,  ''We  must  give  up  China 
altoffeUier.'" 

Why  must  we  give  up  China  altogether.  Sir  Charles  % 
Having  heard  of  what  happened  in  Borneo,  do  you  think 
there  are  no  Nana  Sahibs  in  China,  and  that  no  Delhis,  or 
Cawnpores,  or  Lucknows  are  possible  there  %  Or  do  you 
imagine  that  the  fleet  which  you  r^[ret  cannot  get  up  to 
Del  In  is  so  useless,  that  it  cannot  make  impression  upon 
Canton  %  Fortunately,  our  fleet  has  other  Ieadei*s,  and  out. 
councils  other  heads.  I  do  deprecate  this  flattering,  noisy^ 
witless  fright.  Wherever  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  Eng- 
land are  serving,  they  faaye  a  daim  to  some  share  of  the 
attention  of  their  country. 

But  to  my  chronicle. 

Three  days  ago,  there  was  an  impression  throughout  the 
colony  that  a  decisive  advance  was  to  be  made  on  the 
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morrow,  and  a  lodgment  effected  upon  the  largo  island  of 
Hoiiani,  immediately  opposite  the  factories.  Either  this 
iuteution  was  never  entertained,  or  it  was  reconsidered,  for 
the  day  passed  over,  and  every  one  is  again  asking,  "  What 
are  we  waiting  for  ? " 

All  things  are  in  a  state  of  preparation.  The  four  mortars 
<lestinod  for  the  special  benefit  of  Gongh's  Fort  are  gone  up  ; 
the  ships  are  all  clustered  up  and  down,  within  three  hours' 
steaming  of  the  city  walls ;  the  marines  are  all  hou.sed  in 
their  barracks  at  Wantung,  ready  to  be  embarked  at  a 
moment's  notice ;  the  storeship  is  close  to  the  scene  of 
operations ;  the  Fmicua  has  been  denuded  of  her  useless 
maindeck  guns,  and,  powerful  still  in  her  upper-deck  arma* 
ment,  has  been  fitted  to  conyey  Lord  Elgin  and  his  suite  to 
a  point  whence  he  can  commence  his  "  negotiations ;  ^  the 
French  are  ready,  for  I  am  told  that  the  oo-opeitition  of  the 
Caprideuae  is  not  made  a  sine  qnd  iwn;  our  600  engineers, 
artillerymen,  and  men  of  the  d9th,  can  be  embarked  and 
carried  up  in  twenty-four  hours.  Moreover,  it  is  whispered 
that  the  proclamations  to  the  citizens  are  all  printed  o$ 
and  it  is  loudly  asserted  by  gentlemen^  whose  means  of 
eorrect  information  upon  such  a  subject  are,  I  confess,  not 
obvious,  that  Lord  Elgin  has  his  nJtLvmoHm  in  his  pocket, 
carefully  translated  into  choice  mandarin  Chinese.  Why, 
^en,  does  he  not  go  up  and  send  in  his  summons,  and  open 
the  ball? 

To  people  who  are  not  intolerant  of  plain  reasons  for 
plain  facts,  the  answer  seems  easy.  We  are  waiting  for  the 
Addaade  and  the  Asnstanee*  The  first  vessel  started  with 
the  Impercukr  and  Impemtrix  (arrived  three  weeks  since), 
the  second  was  despatched,  or  was  promised  to  be  despatched, 
from  Calcutta  in  time  to  be  due  at  this  moment.  Tliose  two 
ships  have  nearly  1,000  marines  and  inlautry  troops  on 
board ;  they  are  exj)ccted  from  hour  to  hour,  and  such  an 
increase  to  our  little  force  is  not  to  be  lightly  esteemed. 
The  Adelaide  has  not  been  reported  here  since  she  left 
England.  Her  antecedents  are  not  encouraging  ;  but  surely 
she  cannot  now  delay  many  days.  I  was  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  congratulate  our  Admiralty  upon  the  splendid 
voyages  of  the  Im^perador  and  Imperatrix,  for  there  is  some- 
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tbiDg  better  and  more  graieful  to  one*8  mind  in  this  world 
titan  to  be  always  carping.    Moveover,  tke  magnifioeut 

achievement  of  sending  those  sixteen  little  gnuboats  across 
the  globe  without  a  single  accident,  and  with  the  occurrence 
of  only  a  single  death  on  board,  is  a  triumph  of  which  any 
governing  department  may  be  proud.  Let  me  add  that  tlie 
power  of  impromptiL  choice  of  sixteen  young  men,  whose 
zeal  would  send  them  into  those  uncomfortable  crafts,  and 
whose  seamanship  would  carry  them  through  so  perilous  a 
voyage,  is  a  shining  fact,  most  honourable  to  the  whole 
service.  But  still,  when  we  find  this  lagging  log,  this 
Adelaide,  married  to  those  swift  ships  that  have  been  m  long 
in  port,  the  exclamation  will  force  itself  "  How  ou  eartk 
COidd  there  be  so  little  discretion  i  " 

However,  we  are  waiting  for  the  Addmde  and  the  Assist" 
ance.  Meanwhile,  Lord  Elgin  has  taken  possession  of 
General  Ashbumham's  vacated  quarters — Head-quarters- 
home ;  the  French  plenipotentiary  is  at  Macao,  and  so  is 
tiie  Enseiaa  plenipotentiaryy  Count  Putiatin;  and  Lord 
Elgin  has  just  gone  in  a  gnnboat  to  hold  sweet  con-vme 
witk  his  diplomatic  compeers.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Commit 
sioner  Beed,  careful  not  to  involve  himself  in  entangUog 
alliances,  remains  in  sulky  solitude  <m  board  his  monster 
frigate^  tlie  Minnesota,  doing  penance  probably  for  his 
ccmntrymen's  wickedness  in  knocking  down  that  Chineae 
fort.  It  is  rather  fortunate,  perhaps,  that  the  intentions  of 
tiie  Mmmaoia  are  so  plaoaUe^  and  tiiat,  though  she  had  saoh 
lai^  teethy  die  bas  made  a  oompaet  with  heroslf  not  to  blta ; 
fbr  tbe  only  place  in  the  €9iina  seas  tbat  she  could  poasiUj 
bombard  would  be  this  city  ni  Victoria.  Great  poww 
wMdi  the  possessor  wilk  not  to  exercise^  isimposing ;  but  great 
powor  vbich  the  possessor  cannot  exercise,  savours  rather  -of 
the  ridiculous ;  and  I  am  afraid  the  Jftnmola  in  the  Chimfr 
seas  18  suggestive  of  the  latter  sentiments  It  is  a  pity  that 
Ifo.  Bead  has  not  more  appropriate  vessela  and  a  ma» 
chivalrous  part  to  play  ;  for  the  itw  who  have  been  brou|^ 
into  contact  with  him  here  ^eak  of  him  as  an  able  and  a 
courteous  gentleman. 

Count  Put iat ill's  appearance  has,  I  apprehend,  no  purport 
beyond  that  of  paying  his  respects  to  Lord  Elgin.  Ills 
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account  of  his  treatment  at  the  Peiho  diffei*s  entirely  from 
that  given  by  the  Chinese.  He  makes  no  secret  of  saying 
that  he  is  dissatisfied  with  the  reception  accorded  to  him  by 
the  autliorities  at  the  port  of  Pekin.  Probably  the  fact  is, 
as  I  conjectured  at  the  time,  that  the  Chinese  report  was 
dictated  by  Chinese  policy  ;  but  it  may  be  just  possible  that 
the  count's  unreserved  expressions  of  discontent  may  not  be 
quite  so  frank  as  they  appear.  However,  he  is  here  only  in 
his  little  steamer,  and  can  have  no  immediate  part  ia  the 
measures  about  to  be  taken. 

It  happens,  quite  naturally,  that  all  men  ave  exhausting 
themselves  in  speculations  as  to  what  the  terms  of  Lord 
Elgin's  demaod  upon  Yeh  will  be.*  You  will  probably 
become  acquainted  with  this  document  long  before  we  shall, 
but  I  feel  very  little  interest  about  the  mittter.  We  all 
know  what  the  general  character  of  the  paper  muit  ht,  just 
as  well  as  Lord  £^gin  can.  It  must  demand  compensation 
fbr  all  dasiage  done  ;  it  must  demand  a  reyiaion  of  the  brokeft 
treaties ;  it  must  demand  immediate  entrance  into  the  chy ; 
and  it  must  demand  ei^r  the  surrender  of  the  cky;  or  of 
the  forts  that  command  it»  as  a  matexiai  goaxwitee,  until  the 
compensation  is  paid,  and  the  treaty  settled.  Less  thaa 
this  would  be  ridiculous. 

Whatever  this  demand  may  be^  it  must  neeeaBarily  be^ 
communicated  to,  and  concerted  with,  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiary.   He  also  has  his  demand  to  make.   The  policy  of 
France  is  altered  since  the  days  when  one  of  (lie  missionariea 
sneeringly  described  it  as  ^  Protection  de  nos  missionnaires 
nationaoz,  honneur  du  pavilion,  s^ret^  dee  Equipages ;  mais 
pas  nn  coup  de  canon."    Baron  Gros  has  to  demand  satis- 
fikOtion  for  the  life  of  a  French  subject,  who  was  most  bar- 
barously murdered  by  persons  in  actual  otticial  authority  ; 
satisfaction  which  has  been  for  two  years  constantl}'  denied 
to  a  continued  series  of  demands  unbaclced  by  force.  He 
will  probably  think  himself  entitled  to  demand  some  security 
against  a  recurrence  of  such  outrages.    So  that,  in  the  end, 
our  requisitions  upon  the  Chinese  Government  will  probably 
not  be  fer  from  identical. 

The  demand  is  printed  at  the  eDd  of  this  chapter.  It  naBUOt  written  • 
until  a  fortnight  after  the  date  of  this  letter. 
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After  wbat  I  have  written  upon  the  subjeet,  you  will  not 
be  enrpneed  to  find  me  rejoicing  that  the  united  plenipoten- 
tiaries  have  come  over  to  the  commonHsense  view  of  the 
waj  in  which  these  demands  should  be  made^  I  never 
could  understand  how  it  could  be  more  consistent  with 
diplomatic  etiquette  to  send  our  missives  to  the  emperor 
by  the  hands  of  a  petty  buttonless  mandarin^  at  the  mouth 
of  a  little  muddy  river,  rather  than  by  the  hands  of  the 
man  whose  position  is  that  of  secretary  for  affairs  with 
foreign  maritime  nations.  Such  is  Yeh's  office.  To  use  a 
lawyer's  phrase,  service  upon  him  is  as  good  service  upon  the 
emperor,  as  service  upon  Lord  Clarendon  would  be  sendee 
upon  Queen  Victoria.  The  first  idea  was  analogous  to 
serving  a  demand  upon  Queen  Yictoria  upon  the  mayor  of 
Gravesend.  Of  course,  Lord  Elgin  will  not  treat  with  Yeh 
— at  least,  I  should  hope  not — unless  he  speaks  in  the  name 
of  his  sovereicfn.  In  his  own  name  he  can  do  nothing  but 
surrender  Canton.  But  we  are  bound  to  infer  that  an 
officer  of  state  will  do  his  duty — a  duty  pointed  out  by 
imperial  edicts  and  by  treaties — and,  whatever  may  be  our 
particular  relations  with  him,  will  transmit  our  commuuica* 
tions  to  his  court. 

If  we  are  to  treat  these  voluntary  outlaws  from  national 
eociety  according  to  the  technical  courteides  of  the  laws  of 
nations^  surely  this  is  the  more  regular  course.  Yeh  is  the 
emperor*s  agent,  just  as  Lord  Clarendon  is  Queen  Yictoria's 
agentk  The  scope  of  Yeh's  authority  is  to  transact  idl 
business  with  maritime  foreign  nations,  and  to  receive  com- 
munications, or  petitions,  as  the  edicts  call  them,  addressed 
by  them  to  the  emperor.  I  have  laboured  this  point  oflen 
before  in  these  letten^  and  eiroumstances  have  forced  the 
authorities  to  take  the  same  view  at  last. 

That  by  force  or  by  capitulation  we  shall  have  poaeasion 
of  Canton  before  this  year  is  dosed,  I  have  no  moral  doubt 
It  will  be  time  then  to  speculate  upon  ulterior  proceedings. 
The  object,  however,  to  which  those  proceediugs  should  be 
directed  ought  to  be  kept  constantly  before  the  public  eye, 
and  must  engage  the  public  attention.  The  stake  is  too 
valuable  to  be  left  unwatched.  If  it  does  so  happen  that 
your  house  is  on  fire,  that  is  no  reason  why  you  would  put 
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jfsoiirself  in  sucH  a  flaster  while  you  are  putting  it  out  that 
you  let  Mr.  Koff  nm  away  with  your  strong  box,  and  JMr. 
Slick  elope  with  your  ledger.  I  return,  therefore^  and  shall 
return,  ietiUma  crebria,  to  my  unwelcome  task  of  hammering 
for  attention  to  English  interests  in  China. 

A  curious  instance  has  just  occurred  of  the  promptitude 
and  ingenuity  with  which  the  Chinese  seize  upon  occasions 
for  extortion.  Bumours  had  reached  the  ears  of  the  admiral 
that  some  Chinamen  were  leT}niig  contributions  in  the  towns' 
and  villages  on  the  hanks  of  the  river  j  and  that  they  were 
doing  so  in  the  name  of  the  English  fleet.  Commander 
Fellowes,  in  the  Cndter^  accompanied  by  Mr.  Wade,  the 
chief  of  the  interpreter  stafl^  were  sent  up  to  inquire  into 
this.  These  olficen^  with  a  small  force,  landed,  tmd  pro- 
ceeded &om  village  to  Tillage,  prosecuting  their  inquiries 
under  much  discouragement ;  for  the  suspicious  inhabitants 
apparently  imagined  that  the  collectors  of  the  barbarian 
tribute  were  come  among  them.  It  was  only  by  slow 
de;n*ees  that  Mr.  Wade  gained  some  credit  to  liis  decla- 
rations,  that  he  was  not  come  to  "squeeze."  Then  the 
quick  eye  of  the  commander  detected  a  row-boat,  built  to 
imitate  a  mau-of-war's-boat,  but  having  points  of  difference 
enough  to  show  a  seaman  that  it  had  been  constructed  by 
Chinese  hands.  Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Wade's  attention  was 
attracted  to  a  notice  posted  in  one  of  the  most  remote  vil- 
lages, and  purporting  to  proceed  from  tlie  honouraljle  English 
nation.  This  proclamation  stated  that  some  of  the  hus- 
bandmen had  not  paid  tlie  regulated  grain-tax  due  to  the 
English  fleet  for  protecting  their  crops,  and  threatened  the 
defaulters  that  if  the  amount  were  not  paid  upon  a  certain 
day,  the  ships  would  commence  firing  upon  the  villages. 
Following  up  this  clue,  the  exploring  party  at  last  found 
that  there  was  a  society  calling  themselves  the  "  Hall  of 
Patriotism  and  Peace,"  who  were  in  active  collection  of  this 
tribute  money  ;  and  that  they  actually  had  a  prison,  well, 
filled  with  victims^  within  musket-shot  of  the  ships.  Of 
course,  the  prisoners  (six  of  whom  were  found  loaded  with 
chains)  were  set  at  liberty ;  and  the  admiral  has  circulated 
a  notice  in  Chinese,  disavowing  any  connexion  with  such 
exactions..  It  was  believed,  however,  that  the  Chinamen 
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who  ooninot  to  sapply  tbe  fleet  with  pNmmum  were  at  the 
head  of  this  aooiety ;  and  sabseqnent  isquirj  discovered 
that  there  was  a  small  fleet  of  row-boats,  some  got  up  to 

imitate  English  boats,  and  others  having  Chinese  equip- 
ments and  mandarin  banners,  which  lurked  by  day  in  the 
creeks,  and  came  out  at  night.  These  boats  all  belonged  to 
the  "  Hall  of  Patriotism  and  Peace,"  and  they  levied  con- 
tributions alternately  in  the  name  of  each  of  the  belligerent 
powei'S.  The  grand  master  of  this  lodge  has  been  treated 
to  four  dozen  lashes,  and  has  had  his  tail  cut  ofi' ;  but  he  is 
no  Chinaman  if  he  will  not  incur  a  similar  flogging  ior  a 
aiittilar  object  to-morrow. 


SHIPS  OF  WAR  ON  THE  CHINA  STATION. 

AV  HOHOKOHO. 

British. — Tlie  Algerine,  gun-boat,  3  guns,  Lieutenant  Forbes,  com- 
mander ;  the  Bittern,  sloop,  12,  Lieutenant  Goodenough ;  the  Bustard, 
ffUQ-boat,  2,  lAeateiia&l  HaUowM ;  the  GIowd,  gun-boat,  2,  lieatenuit 
W.  Lee ;  the  CoromAodel,  tleamer,  3,  LieuteoMit  DoHglas ;  tlieBov*, 
gun -boat,  2,  Lieutenant  Bullock  ;  the  Drake,  gun-boat,  3,  Lieutenant 
Arthur  ;  the  Emperor,  steam  yacht,  4,  Lieutenant  Ward  ;  the  Firm, 
gunboat,  Lieutenant  Nicholas ;  the  Furious,  steamer,  16,  Captain 
Osborne  ;  the  Haughty,  gun-buat,  2,  Lieutenant  Pauli ;  the  Hercules, 
hospital,  10,  Dr.  G.  Bun;  the  Janus,  gim-hoat,  2,  LisBtmant  W.  H. 
Jones  ;  the  Kestrel^  gun-heat,  2,  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Baaon  ;  the  Hmden, 
store-ship,  4,  EUes,  master ;  the  OposBom,  gun-boat,  2,  Lieutenant 
Campbell,  commander;  the  Starling,  gun-boat,  2,  A.  J.  Villiers  ;  tho 
Surprise,  despatch  steamer,  4,  S.  G.  Oreswell ;  the  Sybille,  ship,  44, 
Commodore  Elliot ;  the  Tribune,  steamer,  31,  Captain  Edgell ;  the 
Volcano,  steamer,  3,  Hockley. 

Amenoatt«— The  Levant,  aloop,  18,  Commander  Smith ;  the  Min* 
uesota,  steamer,  50,  Captain  Dupont ;  the  San  Jaehito,  steamer,  15» 
Clommodore  Armstrong,  Captain  BelL 

French. — The  Meurthe,  steamer,  12,  Conmiander  M.  de  Chenez. 

Dutch. — The  Medusa,  steamer,  18,  Captain  Fabius. 

Spanish.-— The  Den  J.  Juan,  steamer,  ^,  Brionues. 

AV  llAOAO. 

Portuguese. — ^The  Amazona^  lorcha,  6,  Captain  Escamieha;  the 
^ondego,  brig,  20,  Coomiodore  Tarares. 
American.— The  Portsmontby  iloop^  16,  Oomaander  Foote. 
fiiiirfaB.iM»Tbe  Ametioak  steaiMr.  ^  OooBiBander  TVaiiihataBh  sif 
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Thb  Bboihbbs. 

Prench. — The  Audacieuse,  steamer,  50,  Captain  Coville  ;  the  Ava- 
lanche, gun-boat,  6,  Commander  Lalond  ;  the  Dragonne,  gun-boat,  6, 
Commander  Bang ;  the  Fusde,  gun-boat,  C,  Carpigna  ;  the  Mnrseau, 
steamer,  6,  Captain  Lamotte ;  the  Mitraille,  guo-boat,  G,  Commander 
P.  E.  Beranger ;  the  NwMeis,  frigate,  50,  Bear  Admiral  R.  de 
GemonUly  and  Captain  Keynaud;  the  Pbleg^thon,  steamer,  8,  Captain 
Iioveqiie ;  the  Piimaiigiie^  ateamer,  S,  Gommander  Yeignaiui. 

In  Caiiton  Biveb* 

British. — The  Acorn,  sloop,  12,  Commander  Hood;  the  Actson^ 
surveying- sloop,  Commander  Bate  ;  the  Banterer,  gun-boat,  3, 
Xieutenant  Pirn  ;  the  Calcutta^  ship,  SO,  Rear  Admiral  Seymour  and 
Captain  Hall ;  the  Cruiser,  steamer,  17,  Commander  C.  Fellowes  ;  the 
£lk,  sloop,  12,  Commander  J.  F.  C.  Hamilton ;  the  Esk,  steamer,  21, 
Captain  Sir  B.  M*01iire ;  the  Fereater,  irmi-boat,  2,  Lieotenant  Innei ; 
tiie  Hi^flyer,  steamer,  21,  Gbptain  Shadwell ;  the  Hesper,  steamer,  2, 
Commander  Hill ;  the  Hornet,  steamer,  17,  Commander  JDowell  ;  the 
Inflexible,  steamer,  6,  Commander  Brooker ;  the  Lee,  gun-boat,  3, 
Lieutenant  Graham  ;  the  Leven,  gun-boat,  3,  Lieutenant  Hudson  ;  the 
Isfankin,  ship,  50,  Commander  Hon.  K.  Stewart ;  the  Niger,  steamer, 
14,  CcMnmandar  Coohxane ;  the  Plover,  gun-boat»  2,  Uei&Baat  Wyn* 
aiati ;  tiie  Baeehorse,  sloop,  14,  Captain  Wylmshorst ;  the  Sampe&n, 
steamer,  6,  Cai^laiii  G-.  S.  Hand ;  the  Slam^,  gunboat,  3,  LienlMHmt 
Hoskin  ;  the  Staunch,  gxm-boat,  2,  Commander  L.  Wiedman  ;  the 
Watchful,  gun-boat,  2,  Lieutenant  J.  A,  Whitahed ;  the  Woodcock^ 
gunboat,  2,  Lieatenaat  £.  J.  Pollard. 

At  Amot. 

British. — ^Ihe  Coming  ship^  li,  Commander  B,  Jenkina. 

At  Foochow. 
British.— The  OmaSDB,  aloop,  16,  Commander  Colvile. 

At  Ninopo. 

Britiih.— The  NUnrod,  ateanMr,  ^  GoMMader  B.  Dew. 

At  Shanohjli. 

British. — ^The  Cormorant,  gun-boat,  4,  Lieutenant  Sanmares  ;  fhA 
Pique,  ship,  36,  Commander  Sir  F.  W.  Nicolson. 

French. — The  Capricieii«e,  frigate,  40^  Captain ColUer  J  the  Duranofl^ 
steameri  12^  Comuiaudt^r  Ckoyin. 
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It  will  be  convenient  to  the  reader  to  have  Lord  Elgin's 
letter  before  him,  and  at  some  sacrifice  of  chronological 
regularity  I  have  added  Yeli's  reply  and  the  earl's  rejoinder. 

Emi  of  Elgin  to  Cfommmkmr  TA, 

*'  Hongkong,  Decemher  12,  1857. 

**  The  undersigned  has  tlie  houour  to  apprise  the  Imperial  Comnii^;- 
sloner  Yeh,  &c.,  that  he  is  the  bearer  of  letters  of  credence,  accrediting' 
him  as  ambassador  extraordinary  from  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
^Britain  to  the  Emperor  of  China;  and  further,  that  he  hss  been 
specially  appointed  and  deputed  by  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  as  her  Mnjeaty's  Hi^rh  Commissioner  and  Plenipotentiary  in  China, 
with  full  powers  under  her  iSl-ajesty's  royal  sign  manual  and  the  Great  Seal 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  settle  the  differences  which  have  unfortunately 
Arisen  between  certain  of  the  anthoritles  and  subjects  of  her  Majeefy 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  certain  of  the  authorities  and  sahjeets 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China,  and  to  negotiate  and  conclude 
with  the  minister  or  ministers  who  may  be  vested  vith  similar  powers 
and  authority  by  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China, 
such  treaties,  conventions,  or  agreements,  as  may  obviate  future  mis- 
nndentaadings,  and  tend  to  develop  eommeroial  reUbtions  between 
the  two  oonntriei. 

*'  The  government  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  in 
appointing^  this  special  mission,  is  animated  by  the  sincerest  feelings  of 
goodwill  towards  the  Chinese  people  and  its  government.  It  has 
observed  with  gratification  the  happy  results  which  have  followed  on 
the  enUu^gred  fi^Hties  for  eommeroial  iniereouine  between  Great 
Britain  and  China  provided  under  the  tre&tv  of  1S42.  The  indnetrioaa 
subjects  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  have  derived  therefrom  inci-eased 
returns  for  the  products  of  their  labour.  The  duties  of  customs  have 
supplied  timely  resources  to  the  imperial  treasury.  Free  intercourse 
has  engendered  foelings  of  mntnal  esteem  between  natives  and  foreigners. 
In  a  word,  at  all  the  ports  of  China  opened  to  foreign  trade,  save  one, 
commerce  has  presented  itself  with  ite  aoonatomed  attendants^  national 
wealth  and  international  goodwill. 

**  To  this  favourable  picture  there  is  unhappily  one  exception.  By 
.  repeated  insults  to  foreigners,  and  by  the  refusal  to  carry  out  faithfully 
the  BtipnUtiona  of  treaties,  the  anihoritiee  of  the  provinee  of  Kwan^- 
tnng  have  frequently,  during  the  period  in  qnestion,  put  in  jeopardy 
the  peaceful  relations  of  China  with  the  trea^ powers.  Great  Britain, 
Prance,  and  America,  have  successively  been  compelled  to  seek,  by 
menace  or  by  the  employment  of  force,  satisfaction  for  wrongs  wantonly 
inflicted,  until^  finally,  an  insult  to  the  British  Hag,  followed  by  the 
teAisal  of  the  Imperial  Coinminioiier  to  grant  adeqnate  reparation,  or 
even  to  meet  in  the  dty  the  representative  of  her  JBritannio  Majesty, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  amicable  settlement,  has  forced  the 
.  officers  who  are  charged  with  the  protection  of  British  interests  in  this 
quarter  to  have  recourse  to  measures  of  coercion  against  Canton.  The 
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contest  thus  commenced  has  been  carried  on  by  the  Chinese  authorities 
in  a  manner  repugnant  to  humanity  and  to  the  rules  of  warfare  rccog'- 
iii:»ed  by  civilised  nations.  Act^  of  incendiarism  and  assassination  have 
been  promoted  by  the  offer  of  rewards.  Under  the  influence  of  these 
provocatioDSy  innocent  families  have  been  plunged  into  mourning  by 
^e  kidnapping  of  private  individuals ;  and  vessels  engaged  in  the 
peaceful  pursuits  of  commerce  have  been  treacherously  seizedi  and  the 
£uropean  crews  and  passengers  barbarously  murdered. 

**  The  underbigned  thinlcs  it  right  to  remind  the  Imperial  Commis- 
dontr  that  the  government  of  her  jBritannie  Majesty,  in  its  endeaTonrs 
to  terminate  a  state  of  affiiira  which  has  led  to  these  deplorable  resalti^ 
baa  not  confined  its  efforts  to  representations  addressed  to  the  imperial 
officers  on  the  spot.  In  the  year  1849  a  communication  was,  by  the 
express  command  of  Yiscount  Palmerston,  her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affiiirs,  transmitted  to  the  impeiial  government  at 
Pekin,  warning  it  of  the  consequences  that  would  ensue  from  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  treaty  engagements,  and  tenninating  in  these  words : 
*  Iiet  the  Chinese  government  well  consider  these  things,  and  whatever 
may  happen  in  future  between  the  two  countries  that  may  be  dis- 
agreeable to  China,  let  the  Chinese  government  remember  that  the 
fault  thereof  will  lie  upon  them.'  And  again,  in  the  year  1854,  Sir 
John  Bowriog,  her  Majesty's  Plenipoteutiary,  urged  upon  the  Imperial 
CioDmiissiooers,  who  were  depated  to  confer  witti  him  at  tiie  month  of 
th^PeUio,  the  necessity  of  granting  to  British  snhjects  free  access  to 
the  city  of  Canton.  These  representations,  however,  prompted  by  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  and  humanity,  have  been  unheeded,  and  the 
result  has  only  served  to  prove  that  the  forbearance  of  the  iiritisli 
government  has  been  misunderstood  by  that  of  China. 

**  In  the  ocmviotion  that  the  season  fi>r  remonstrance  is  past^  Great 
Britain  does  not  stand  alone*  The  disregard  of  treaty  obligations^  «id 
the  obstioate  refusal  to  redress  grievances  which  have  forced  the 
British  authorities  to  have  recourse  to  arms,  have  aroused  the  just 
indignation  of  the  government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French.  The  governments  of  England  and  France  are  united  in 
their  determination  to  seek,  by  vigorous  and  decisive  action,  reparation 
for  past,  and  security  against  fhtare,  wrongs. 

"Under  these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  thinks  it  hisdnty  (Oi 
state  distinctly  to  the  Imperial  Commissioner  that  he  cannot  assume 
the  responsibility  of  arresting  the  progress  of  hostile  operations  against 
Canton,  until  the  following  demands  of  the  British  government  are 
absolutely  and  unreserve(Sy  conceded :  the  complete  execution  at 
Canton  of  all  treaty  engagements,  iodnding  the  free  admisnon  of 
British  snbjects  to  the  city ;  compensation  to  British  saljects  and 
persons  entitled  to  British  protection  for  losses  incnnred  ^n  consequence 
of  the  late  disturbances. 

**  If  these  moderate  demands,  and  tliose  preferred  on  behalf  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  by  his  Imperial  Majesty's  High  Commissioner 
and  Plenipotentiary,  be  fiwnkly  accepted  by  the  Imperial  Commissioner 
Yeh  within  the  periiMl  of  tea  days  nom  this  date^  the  blockade  of  the 
riTer  will  be  nuaed^  and  oommem  will  be  pennitted  to  vesnme  its 
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course.  But  the  English  forces,  in  conjunciioxi  with  the  forces!  of  the 
Fnmeh,  will  retain  tbe  lalaiid  of  Honui  and  the  ibrto  on  the  livrnt  ae  n 
material  gOMsntea  nniil  the  terms  of  a  treaty  for  legulattng  theweand 

all  other  questions  pending  between  the  government  of  Great  BiVtain 
and  that  of  China  shall  have  been  agreed  to  between  the  undersigned 
and  a  plenipotentiary,  of  equal  rank,  appointed  by  tlie  Emperor  of 
China  to  negotiate  wiUi  him,  and  until  the  treaty  so  agreed  upon  ^h&ll 
liave  been  ratified  by  their  respectiTe  aoyereigns. 

**  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Impeiial  ComniiflnoDer  shall  meet  these 
demands  by  a  refusal,  by  silence,  or  by  evasive  or  dilatory  pleap,  the 
undersigned  will  deem  it  to  be  his  painful  duty  to  direct  the  nava.l  and 
military  commanders  to  prosecute,  with  renewed  vigour,  operations 
against  Canton,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  to  make,  in  that  case,  on 
behalf  of  the  British  goTemment,  such  additional  demanda  on  the 

fovenunent  of  China  aa  the  altwed  condition  of  affiura  mayaeemyin 
is  eyes,  to  justify. 
"  Xbe  nndera^gnedp  &c. 

(Signed)      Elgin  akd  IQ^cabdins." 


**  Commmioner  Yeh  to  Vic  Earl    £lgva,  . 
**  [Tranaktion.] 

Yeh,  InperiidCoinBiadoiier,  Gknremor^genenil  of  the  Two  Kwang^ 
Ibc.,  makes  a  commaaiflation  In  reply. 

"  On  the  12th  instant,  I  received  the  letter  sent  to  me  the  same 
day,  and  was  highly  g:ratified  to  learn  that  your  £xoellenoy  had  be«n 
aent  with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  Canton. 

By  the  commercial  relations  ensuing  on  the  establishment  of  the 
treaty  between  onr  two  oonntriea,  the  meraaiitile  oomimiiiitiee  of  both 
baye  alfte  been  advantaged.  The  letter  under  abknowledgment  ob- 
eervei,  that '  to  the  finvourable  picture  pvesented  at  the  ports  of  ChiA% 
there  is  one  exception.'  "Now,  during:  more  than  a  century  that  your 
Excellency's  nation  traded  at  Canton,  its  tnvde  was  with  Canton  alone  ; 
no  such  thing  was  known  as  four  other  ports.  They  were  first  opened 
by  the  treaties  of  1842  and  1844.  Canton  had  had,  it  is  true,  its 
own  waya  of  trade  long  eetidiliihed— eo  hit,  indeed,  it  diAsred  from  the 
other  ports  ;  bat  ita  oommennal  intercourse  has  been  threoghooi  OOB- 
ducted  on  the  same  principle  as  theirs  ;  nor  has  there  beai|  anjmOM. 
(at  Canton  than  elsewhere),  any  *  insult  to  foreigners.* 

"  As  to  the  question  of  admission  into  the  provincial  city  of  Canton, 
no  article  whatever  relating  to  this  exists  in  the  treaties  of  1842  and 
1844.  ItwaainliaMh,1847,ihattheBeni^potentiaTyDaviB«ttenq^ 
ait  a  moment's  notice,  to  raise  the  queatfon.  He  prescribed  a  term  of 
two  years  (within  which  the  right  waa  to  be  oonoedled) ;  but  before  one 
year  had  elapsed,  the  unsatisfactorineiB  of  his  conduct  in  many  par- 
ticulars had  been  complained  of  by  merchants  who  returned  home  for 
the  purpose,  and  he  was  recalled.  He  was  replaced  by  the  late 
PlenipotMitiaiy  Bonham,  Mbaeqnently  to  wiieae  amfal  in  iLwantuDg 
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there  passed^  in  1849.  a  long^  correspoDdence  between  him  and  the  late 
Commissioner  Sen*  IMiciinloa  retpecting  admlnion  into  the  city  was 
Unally  dropped,  wad  the  Plenipotentiaiy  Bonham  laned  a  Dotkse  frou 

the  gOTenunent  ofBces  (at  Hongkong),  to  the  e£Eeot  that  he,  the 

governor,  would  not  allow  foreigners  to  enter  the  city.  On  this,  I 
iDyself,  then  governor  in  concert  with  8eu,  then  commissioner,  repre- 
sented to  his  late  Majesty,  canonised  as  the  perfect,  in  a  memorial,  that 
"itiQ  English  bad  finally  dropped  the  qnestion  of  admittance  into 
CttitoD,  and  we  had  the  honour  to  roMiTe  In  reply  the  HoQewiog 
Imperial  Decree : — 

"  'The  walling  of  cities  is  for  the  protection  of  the  people,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  turn  their  capital  to  the  best  account, &c.  Respect  this.* 

"It  is  albo  reported,  on  the  authority  of  an  English  newspaper,  of 
1850,,  that  a  roy^il  (lit.,  national)  letter  from  the  Queen  arrived  at  Hong- 
kong, to  the  addrew  of  the  late  Plenipotentiaiy  Bonham^  to  the  follow* 
ing  effect : — 

*'  *  We  are  informed  of  eveiything  regarding  Tien-tsin  and  the  five 
ports  of  China  as  detailed  in  the  representation  (of  Mr.  Bonham).  The 
Governor*  in  question  has,  without  doubt,  shown  great  sagacity  in  the 
course  he  has  followed.  He  was  aware  that  Seu,  Governor-General  of 
the  Two  Kwang,  wm  BacreHy  devising  meamrei  in  which  Teh, 
Governor  of  Kwangtung,  was  also  taking  poit^  and  that  they  had  to* 
^gether  moved  the  Chinese  government  to  send  from  Pekin  a  secret 
expedition  of  the  Solon+  vessels  of  war  for  the  defence  of  Tien-tsin. 
But  though  our  vessels  of  war  could  have  been  easily  worked  (i.e.,  by 
pushing  and  pulling)  along  the  shores  (of  the  Feiho)  to  fight  with  thesOj 
iBonham,  knowing  vmt  wai  becoming  hii  own  nation  (or  Oovennent)^ 
and  htang  well  aoqnainted  with  the  nsagee  of  China»  confined  the  pur- 
pose of  his  visit  to  the  ports  of  China»  to  an  obeervation  of  the  condition 
of  the  country,  prosperous  or  otherwise.  Were  he  to  have  fought,  the 
Chinese  would  have  said  that  our  people  were  entirely  in  the  wrong. 
It  is  hence  evident  that  our  Governor  Bonham  has  managed  matters 
Tery  satisfactorily ;  by  no  oflfenoe  against  reason  or  risht  has  he  caused 
OB  anxiety  :  he  is  Tery  much  to  be  loved.  Let  Bonham  be  rewarded 
with  the  title  of  Wn-h*pa.$  (The  Qneen)  also  conferred  on  him  a  badge 
of  honour  to  be  borne  on  his  person,  very  goodly  to  behold  ;  and  the 
JElnglish  authorities  and  merchants  at  Hongkong  went  in  their  dresses 
of  ceremony  to  offer  him  their  congratulations.' 

Thus  the  merchants  of  your  Excellency's  nation  (showed  that  they) 
thought  the  Plenipotentiaty  Bonham  right  and  the  Plenipotentiairy 
Davis  wrong.  It »  donbtlem  the  duty  of  yonr  Exoellem^,  who  ie  oome 


*  "Govemoir''— greet  diief  of  aoldierB— the  tern  need  by  the  com- 
mon people  at  Hongkong. 

f  A  Mongol  tribe. 

*  There  is  a  confusion  between  Sir  G.  Bonham's  Knighthood  of  the 
Bath  and  his  Jiaronetcy.  "Wei-li-pa,"  a  Chinese  suggests,  stands  for 
^<Ba-li-mei,"  supposed  to  be  Anglo-Chinese  for  Baronet.  It  is  not  a 
Chinese  term. 
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"here  in  obcrlicnce  to  yonr  instnicfions?,  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  tlie 
Plenipotentiary  Bonham.  It  is  equally  imperative  that  you  should 
decline  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  the  Plenipotentiary  Davis. 

**  With  respect  to  that  pai»age  in  the  letter  under  acknowledgment 
^icb  layfl  thaty  'until  the  terms  of  %  treaty  shall  have  been  agreed  te 
l>etwee&tlie  undersigned  and  a  plenipotentiary  of  equal  rank  appointed 
by  the  emperor  of  China  to  negotifite  with  him,  <S:c.,*  in  1850,  the  late 
Plenipotentiary  Bonham  went  in  person  to  Shanghai,  and  detached 
thence  an  officer  to  Tien-tsin,  to  request  once  more  admission  into  th«- 
city.  In  1654,  the  Plenipotentiary  Bowring  went  iiiins>elf  to  Tien-tsin 
9M  entfeated  with  instance*  to  m  admitted  into  the  city ;  also  thaft 
the  tieafy  should  be  leoonsidered.  His  Majesty  the  emperor,  holding 
that  whereas  the  treaties  of  1842  and  1844  were  ratified  by  the  late 
emperor,  canonised  as  the  perfect,  there  was  not  in  the  agreement  so 
Ejuictioned  by  his  late  Majesty,  and  which  was  to  last  ten  thousand 
j'eais  with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  a  good  understanding  for 
eveniioi  e,  any  place  for  alterations,  and  that  the  order  of  praoeraing 
that  had  resulted  m  those  advantages  whioh,  from  the  time  the  treaties 
were  made,  had  accrued  to  Chinese  and  foreigners  alike  from  com- 
mercial  intercourse,  had  been,  in  no  respect  other  than  what  was  in 
accordance  with  the  treaties,  was  satisfied  that  these  were  good  and 
Hufficient.  The  cessation  of  discussions  regarding  admittance  into 
Canton  was  for  his  Majesty  a  point  on  which  the  fiat  of  his  late  Majesty 
had  been  receiyed ;  and  as  the  treaty  of  peace  for  ten  thousand  years 
had  been  in  like  manner  ratified  by  his  late  Majesty,  it  would  have 
been  eaually  improper  to  alter  this.  Hence,  although  on  both  occa- 
sions, that  (officers  of)  your  Excellency's  government  repaired  to  Tien- 
tsin, imperial  commissionersf  were  sent  to  receive  them,  no  propo- 
sitions respecting  fresh  regulations  (of  trade)  were  allowed  to  be  con- 
sidered. The  officers  were  desired  to  reiam  to  Canton,  and  eonduefe 
business  there  in  obedient  confbrmaooe  to  treaiy,  (And  so)  now^  no 
officer  of  China,  be  his  rank  what  it  may,  could  venture  to  act  atiiier* 
wise  than  in  accordance  with  the  sacred  will  (of  the  emperor.) 

"Again,  your  letter  says  *  that  there  must  be  compensation  to  British 
subjects  and  persons  entitled  to  British  protection  for  losses  incurred 
in  coD6e(][uenoe  of  late  disturbances.' 

''The  misunderstanding  of  last  October  was  caused  thus:— The 
Chinese  Government  having  arrested  some  Chinese  criminals,  Consul 
Parkcs  wronj^^fuUy  gave  heed  to  the  unsupported  testimony  of  the  cap- 
tain of  a  lorcha,  who  asserted  tiiat  the  government  executive,  when 
they  came  on  board  to  seize  the  guilty  ))artie8,  hauled  down  the 
British  ensign.    He  was  not  aware  that  no  flag  was  seen  flying  by  the 


*  The  term  is  one  eonmionly  used  in  closing  petitions.  The  *'  Digest 
of  the  Statutes  "  employs  it  in  speaking  oi  XCutisia'a  solicitations  for  a 
Commercial  Treaty  in  1793. 

t  There  is  a  little  confusion  here.  An  imperisl  commissioner  WM 
sent  to  meet  Sir  J.  Bowring  and  Mr.  Mac^Lane  in  1854.  19'one^  of 
course,  earns  to  meet  Mr.  Medharst  in  1850. 
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executive  when  they  boarded  the  vessel ;  that,  as  stated  by  the  sailon 
seized,  the  flag  was  at  the  time  down  in  the  hold,  and  that  it  was  con- 
sequeutiy  plain  beyond  a  doubt  that  no  flag  was  flying  at  alL  The 
loreba  was  biiOt  by,  and  in  the  employ  of,  Soo*a-cbiog,  for  whom  ber 
captain  obtained  a  register.  The  crevr  were  conseqnently  all  outlaws 
of  the  inner  land  {i.e.  offenders  against  the  laws  of  China).  The 
prisoners,  Le-ming-tae  and  Liang-hien-fu,  both  pleaded  guilty  to  acts 
of  piracy  on  the  high  seas.  To  this  Wu-a-ching  bore  witness.  It  was 
established  that  the  criminals  before  mentioned  were  notorious  pirates. 
On  the  repeated  representation  of  Consnl  Psrkes  (however)  I  retnmed 
the  twelve  prisoners  to  him.  Feeling*  and  jostiee  were  thus  alike 
satisfied;  but  Consal  Parkes,  instead  of  reoeiTing  them,  suddenly,  and 
without  a  cause,  commenced  hostile  operations ;  attacked  and  destroyed 
the  forts  along  the  dififerent  approaches,  for  several  days  in  succession 
bombarded  the  provincial  city,  and  on  three  occasions  sent  parties  of 
English  troops  to  firs  honses  and  buildings  in  different  dtrsetions. 
HiOioDS  of  people  were  eye^witnesMS  of  these  things.  There  is  not  a 
native  of  any&rsign  state  who  is  not  aware  of  them.  At  the  very 
commencement  every  Englishman  and  every  other  foreigner,  with  a 
sense  of  justice,  did  all  that  in  them  lay  to  dissuade  Consul  Parkes  from 
proceeding,  but  he  would  not  listen.  He  declare^,  too,  that  he  would 
be  personally  responsible  for  all  the  loss  they  might  incor,  and  in 
January  last  he  went  to  Hongkong,  and  made  out  an  aooonnt  of  their 
lones  with  all  the  merdiants  who  had  suffered ;  which  shows  that  ha 
was  taking  their  compensation  on  himself.  The  method  of  effecting 
this  has  long  been  settled  ;  with  it  China  has,  in  fact,  no  concern.  Her 
merchants,  alas  !  have  sustained  an  amount  of  injury  graver  than  the 
losses  that  have  fiillen  on  those  of  your  Excellency's  nation.  (But) 
tiia  ssme  rulef  applies  to  both.  Mj  eonrt  is  thronged  by  tha 
gentry  and  people  of  the  city  and  suburbs,  imploring  me  to 
write  to  your  Excellency  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  dispose 
of  it  impartially.  I  have  not  made  their  petition  the  subject  of  a 
despatch;,  but  if  you  will  not  believe  me,  I  will  inclose  copies  of  them 
in  my  next  reply,  for  your  Excellency's  perusal  and  guidance.  As  to 
Honan,  its  gentry  and  people  are  fierce  andenergetio^T  In  April,  1847^ 
when  ^e  merchants  of  yoor  Excellency's  nation  wanted  to  lease  ground 
in  Honan,  the  gentry  and  people  presented  a  petition,  generally  signed, 
to  the  Plenipotentiary  Davis,  who  notified  to  them,  in  his  reply,  that 
the  matter  should  stand  where  it  was.  Your  letter  talks  of  a  military 
ocenpation  of  Honan  and  of  the  forts  along  the  river ;  but  if  you  could 
not  proceed  once  before^  even  with  anch  a  messnre  as  the  baudiog  and 
UuAug  of  wanfaonses  tiiers^  bow  should  it  be  possible  to  station  troops 


*    Feeling,**  viz.,  the  feeling  of  nnwiUiogness  to  act  diseonrteonsly 

towards  the  authority  of  a  friendly  power. 

f  That  is,  each  must  bear  its  own  losses. — Translator  8  Xote.  [It 
would  appear,  however,  from  the  context^  that  Yeh  means  that  Mr. 
Parkes  ought  to  pay  for  both.  J 

t  IntcactaUa. 
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on  Honan  I  The  forts  along  the  river  have  been  buUt  at  the  eocpenee 
of  the  gently  and  people,  iior  their  protaetioQ  agaixiit  piney;  An 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  troops  of  your  Excellency's  nation  to  oocapy 

these  will,  I  fear,  produce  a  state  of  irritation  which  may  grow  into  a 
serious  misunderstanding,  (If  it  do)  let  it  not  be  said  that  I  did  not 
fipeak  in  time,  or  that  I  did  not  do  ail  that  in  me  lay  to  provide  lor 
your  safety. 

"The  proposition!  brought  fiyrwiid  in  yoar  letter  have  been  eng- 
geitadf  it  appears  to  me,  bj  10016  missiiievons  person  at  yonr  side  ; 
they  are  not  your  Excellency's  own  conceptions.  I  have  loner  heard  of 
your  Excellency's  great  experience  and  discretion ;  of  the  universal 
esteem  in  wliich  you  are  held  in  your  own  country ;  the  great  trust 
vrhich  you  have  come  to  Cautoa  to  discharge^  towards  your  own 
government,  is  naturally  the  termination  of  the  troubles  here  oxistli^ 
not,  assuredly,  the  creation  of  (fretb)  troubles.  Yonr  Ezc^eney'a  aots 
-will,  I  feel  sure,  anticipate  my  confidence  in  yoor  paififst  aBnie  of 
justice  and  thorough  impartiality. 

"The  words  'commerce  shall  resume  its  courpe,*  in  your  letter,  are 
additional  evidence  of  your  ii^xcellency's  sense  of  justice  and  practical 
knowledge.  Ever  since  the  treaty  made^  in  all  their  oommereial 
dealings  with  foreigners,  the  merohanti  of  China  have  invariaUy 
behaved  as  they  ought.  It  is  not  from  any  liinderanoe  interposed  by 
China  that  no  foreign  merchant-vessel  has  been  here  since  last  October. 
By  your  Excellency's  declaration  now  made,  that  'commerce  between 
natives  and  foreigners  shall  resume  its  course,'  you  justify  to  their 
oampleto satisfimtion the  hSj^  eetimatien  inwldoh  yonaroMdbyall 
nleMOB  of  your  own  oonntiymen ;  what  is  more^  you  enable  yonsBelE 
to  meet  the  aaziona  oi^cetatioiia  of  the  conuneioialista  of  cvay  other 
oonntry. 

'*To  conclude,  our  two  nations  have  ever  considered  themselves  as  on 
friendly  terms  with  each  other,  and  the  continuance  of  trade  between 
native  and  foreigner  on  its  aeonstomed  looting  can,  of  oootm,  be  satis- 
lactorily  arrangeid  in  correspondence  lieftween  you  and  myseIC 

"  I  accordingly  r^ly  to  yon,  availing  myself  Iec 

**  A  necessary  communication. 

«H.een-£ing»  7th  year,  10th  moon,  2dth  day  (14th  December,  1857.}*' 


^*  3%$  Sari  of  Elgin  to  Ckmmiuhner  Teh. 

**Fmiim^  Wxaxvqa,  Jhm^  24, 1857. 

"The  undersigned  has  reedlfed  tlie  communication  vrhich  tiheloft* 
perial  Commissioner  Yeh  did  Ua  the  honour  to  address  iun,  under 
date  the  14th  instant. 

*'The  undersigned  has  failed  to  discover  in  this  communication, 
which  he  has  attentively  perused,  any  indication  on  the  part  of  the 
Imperial  Commissioner  of  a  disposition  to  accede  to  the  moderate 
demands  which,  in  his  oommunioatton  to  the  Imperial  OommisBioner  of 
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the  12th  iastaut,  he  preferred  ou  behalf  of  the  govurnmeut  of  Great 
Britain. 

''He  is,  therefore,  reluotazitlj  compelled  to  recall  to  the  reooUeetioil 
of  the  Imperial  Commissioner  the  closing  paragraph  of  that  ooomut- 
cation,  which  is  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : — 

" '  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Imperial  Commissioner  shall  meet  these 
deniands  hy  a.  refusal,  by  silence,  or  by  evasiYe  or  dilatory  pleas,  the 
nndereignea  will  deem  it  to  1)o  his  paimiil  daty  to  direet  i^e  xiaval  and 
military  eommandeie  to  proeeeate,  with  renewed  Tigonr,  opeiatioiia 
against  Canton,  reserving  to  bime^lf  the  right  to  make,  in  that  case, 
on  behalf  of  the  British  Government,  such  additional  demands  on  the 
Government  of  China  ae  this  altered  ooadition  of  aflOurs  may  eeem^  in 
his  eyes,  to  justify/ 

'^Tbo  iiiMeniffiied  luui  now  to  iafoim  tko  lanperial  OemiBiiiioBer 
that  he  hae  oaUed  upon  the  oaval  and  militaTy  commaadere  to  proee- 
cute,  with  senewed  vigour,  opeiationB  against  Canton ;  and  to  add 
that,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  intimation  given  in  the 
"words  above  quoted,  he  formally  reserves  to  himself  the  right  to  make, 
on  behalf  of  the  British  Government,  such  additonal  demands  as  the 
alftOMd  condition  of  affiura,  produced  by  the  Imperial  Oommiai&oiMr'a 
X9iaul  to  afloede  to  tenne  of  aooommodatioOy  mtj  ioom^  in  his  efe%  to 
justify. 

Xhe  ondex^goed,  4o." 

CommMoner  Yeh  to  the  Earl  qf  Elgin, 
««[Ihmdation.] 

''Yeh,  Imperial  Commissioner,  Governor-General  of  the  Two 
Xwang,  &c.,  makes  communication  in  reply. 

On  the  24th  initaa<>  I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
same  date,  and  acqnainten  myself  with  its  contents. 

**  In  my  answer  to  your  earlier  letter  I  replied  to  every  proposition, 
point  by  point,  specifically  and  minutely ;  (yet)  in  the  letter  under 
acknowledgment  you  say  that  you  have  failed  to  discover  in  the  com- 
munication which  you  have  attentivelv  perused,  any  indication  of  a 
dispoflition  to  aooede  *  to  the  modevate  demands  preferred  on  behalf  of 
the  government  of  Great  Britain.  I  shall  endeavour  to  re-state  clearly 
to  your  Excellency  what  I  said  before. 

"To  go  back  :  in  October  last  year,  Mr.  Consul  Parkes,  without  any 
cause,  commenced  hostilities,  attacked  the  forts  aloni^  the  different 
approaches,  and  thrice  sent  troops  to  fire  buildings  and  dwellings  in 
different  directions.  The  gentiy  and  people  had  snffinned  sadly  by 
this,  and  on  your  Ezedleoey's  arrival  in  Kwantung,  last  July,  as  I 
have  heard,  presented  a  petition  to  you  on  the  subject.  No  steps 
having  as  yet  been  taken  in  the  case,  crowds  of  gentry  and  people  have 
come  to  my  court  discontented,  and  imploring  me  to  write  to  your 

*  See  Note  1. 
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Excellency  to  make  equitable  deoUion  therein ;  and  because  I  did  not 
addren  your  Ezoetlen^^  on  the  rabjeefc,  they  were  going  to  Hongkong 
again  to  clamour  for  redress  at  your  Excellency's  place  with  all  their 

might.  By  various  shifts  T  have  dissuaded  them  (from  this  proceeding), 
attributing  what  happens  entirely  to  Consul  Parkes's  want  of  sense  on  a 
|>articular  occasion,  that  your  Excellency  might  be  spared  this  trouble 
(or  difficulty).  This  (shows)  the  best  disposition  on  my  part  to  be 
^ooneeding.  * 

*'  (In  the  next  plaoe)  ever  mnce  your  Excellency's  cotutrymen  begim 
to  trade  at  Canton,  the  merchants  of  China  have,  in  every  instanoo, 
oondncted  themselves  towards  them  with  propriety.  To  the  proposition 
iti  your  former  letter,  *  commerce  shall  resume  its  course,*  I  gave  the 
fullest  assent.  How,  then,  can  I  be  charged  with  '  refusing  ? '  f  On 
iiM  eoBlKary,  thm  is  plain  proof  that  I  promised :;:  (to  oonoede  whA 
insaskod). 

<'As  to  the  passage  in  the  letter  under  acknowledgment,  'if  the 
commissioner  shall  meet  these  demands  by  silence,'  in  my  last  reply  I 
answered  every  question  in  its  own  order;  in  no  wise  then  was  I 
'silent.*  And  as  to  the  other  passage,  *  language  of  retrocession  and 
refusal,'!  I  shall  instance  my  remarks  on  the  late  Plenipotentiary 
Bonbnm's  nbiadonment  of  the  dismissions  respecting  admittttnoe  Into 
the  city.  My  last  reply  detailed  dearly  how,  for  his  satisfiustory 
administration  of  that  question,  he  was  honoured  with  the  praises  of 
all  classes  of  your  countrymen  ^  in  no  wise,  then,  did  I  use  '  language 
of  retrocession  and  refusal.* 

**  To  conclude,  our  two  nations  regard  themselves  as  on  friendly 
teims  with  esdi  other.  This  being  the  ease,  there  can  be  nothing 
whieh  ma^es  it  impossible  for  us  to  consult  together  and  amoge 
satisfiietorily  by  what  means,  in  the  words  of  your  Excellency,  'oom- 
merce  may  resume  its  course  ; '  (which  declaration  made||)  what  becomes 
of  my  refusal  to  accede  to  terms  of  accommodation  ? 

**  Pray  let  your  Excellency,  who  has  a  sense  of  justice,  and  an  ex- 
perieooe  of  bosioesSy  onoe  more  closely  examine  and  carefully  re-peruse 
my  last  reply. 

'*  I  accordingly  reply  to  yon,  svalling,  &e. 


**NeUs  hrj  Mr,  Wade  on  Ommimoiier  TA*»  Letter  doled 

December  25,  1857* 

"Notel. 

« *  ACCEDE.'  The  term  by  which  I  had  rendered  this  in  Chinese 
is  oomposed  of  two  wordt^— jang,'  amicable  concession,  as  opposed  to 


*  See  Note  2. 
t  See  Kote  5. 


f  See  2sote  3. 
a  See  Note  6. 


:;:  See  Note  4. 
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wiyieldiog  tenacity,  of  which  strife  is  the  c^mseqaeiice ;  and  'heu/to 

promise  or  undertake  performance  or  compliance. 

*'  It  will  be  seen  below  that,  for  his  own  purposes,  the  Commissioner 
divides  the  combination,  and  deals  with  each  part  of  it  aeparately. 

"Notes. 

"See  note  above.  The  Commimioner  means:  'Had  my  intention 
been  the  opposite  of  oonceding,  I  should  not  have  dissuaded  tiie  peti- 
tionen  from  a  coi^ie  whidli  bo&d  strife.'  % 

''Noted* 

''The  Chtneee  here  <|Uoted  is  from  that  part  of  the  earl  of  Elgin's 

letter  of  the  12th,  which  was  repeated  in  his  lordship's  letter  of  the 
24  th  :  '  If  the  Imperial  Commisaoner  shall  meet  these  demands  by  a 
reiusal,'  &o. 

<'Noie4. 

"This  is  the  second  part  of  the  combination  referred  to  in  Note  1. 

"Notes. 

"The  words  translated  'retrocession  and  refosal'  are  not  in  the 
letter  ssot ;  thej  have  been  snbetitnted  fer  those  representing  '  dilatory 

and  evasive.*  The  characters  Yeh  employs  malte  ns  accuse  him  of 
'backing  out,  and  definitivo  refusal.'  I  am  DOt  snre  that  mnoh^  if 
anything,  is  intended  by  the  change. 

'*  Note  6. 

''The  Commissioner  means  to  imply  :  'and  it  wa^  made  at  the  close 
of  my  first  reply/  the  language  of  which  he  has  employed  pretty 
generally  in  this. 

"  (Signed)  THOMAS  WAD£." 


* 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

FEBB  VBAHSIT  TBBOVm  C&IKA. 

iJecessity  of  Free  Intercourse — Export  Duties  on  Tea — Land  Tax— 
Tmnsit  Duty — Increase  of  Duties — Origin  of  the  Increase — ^Deten- 
tion of  Tea  Cargo  Boats — Silk  Export  Dues — Magnitude  of  Woo- 
ohang — Capacity  of  CUiift. 

When  we  htm  got  this  city  of  Cautoiii  about  the  neck  of 
which  ve  are  now  iighteuing  the  lasso,  we  must  use  it  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  futuxe  wara,  aud  estahlishing  a, 
feeling  of  mutoid  regard  between  the  people  of  the  countxy 
and  ouTselTea  There  is  only  one  way  in  which  this  can 
eiver  be  eflEected.  We  nnuik  Iveak  down  the  door  of  parti- 
tion. If  the  bureaucracy  of  Ohina  wiU  remain  in  the  way^ 
we  must  walk  over  it.  But  we  must  have  free  and  unre- 
stricted intercourse.  I  do  not  propose  this  as  an  easy  point 
to  gain*  It  will  require  great  tact  and  decision  in  our  pleni« 
potentiary  to  obtain  the  privilege^  and  great  study  and  fore- 
nght  to  hedge  it  about  with  the  proper  securities.  Yon  will 
get  nothing  till  you  show  you  are  irresistible,  and  you  will 
then  get  everything  you  show  yourself  resolved  to  have.  If 
Lord  Elgin  has  the  perspicacity  to  see  and  the  courage  to 
follow  this  bold,  safe  course^  you  people  at  home,  and  espe- 
cially you  men  of  commerce  at  home,  must  support  Lim,  or 
he  will  fail.  If  he  has  not,  you  must  push  him,  force  him, 
or  supersede  him  ;  for  he  will  deserve  to  fail,  and  must  fail. 
This  is  the  key  of  the  whole  position.  Qoin  it,  and,  in  the 
words  of  a  Chinese  merchant,  with  whom  I  often  discussed 
this  question,  "  All  men  will  be  glad."  He  meant,  and  I 
mean,  all  men  except  the  corrupt  officials. 

The  mandarins  have  only  lately  discovered  that  they  have 
it  in  their  power  to  tax  the  barbarians  by  levying  transit 
imposts  upon  articles  of  barbarian  necessity.  Year  by  year 
this  power  has  been  cantioualy  brought  into  use,  and  its 
strain  will  continue  to  increase  until  the  imposition  becomea 
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too  grievoiui  to  be  borne.  I  baTebitbertoModnolbingripoii 
these  tiamdt  duties  on  Ofainese  exports;  bat  I  tbink  I  ought 
to  record  a  few  facts  on  this  matter,  although  I  dare  not 
labour  the  question  as  I  did  the  far  more  vital  matter  of 
British  manufactures. 

Let  us  take  the  great  staple,  tea.  In  former  times — that 
is  to  say,  until  within  the  last  few  years — the  only  tax  upon 
tea  -was  an  impost  in  the  shape  of  a  land-tax  ;  a  rent  of  so 
much  per  mow,  or  rood,  paid  by  the  cultivator.  In  passing 
by  Hangchau  there  was  a  transit  levy  of  three  cents  per 
picul  (133  lb.),  a  mere  nominal  registering  duty.  Sometimes, 
if  the  mandarin  at  the  Ta  Kwan  was  popular  or  powerful, 
he  was  able  to  get  an  extra  sum  of  two  mace  a  picul,  some- 
thiug  more  than  Is.  a  cwt.,  for  himself ;  but  this  was  always 
thoroughly  understood  to  be  a  Mandarin  squeeze-pigeon/* 
and  might  have  been  reaiBted  if  it  had  been  worth  while* 

NoVy  boweveTy  every  picul  of  tea  pesfling  that  same 
cnstom-honse  pays  a  duty  of  6  taels  3  maoe,  or  nearly  3d,  a 
pound  on  every  chest  of  tea — a  tremendous  duty  when  the 
prime  value  of  this  article  is  taken  into  consideration.  The 
teas  I  now  i^ieak  ci  are  those  which  come  down  from  the 
Bohea-hillfl^  but  those  which  traverse  greater  distances  are 
snbjeet  to  still  fmrthw  exactions.  Formerly  the  only 
enstom-honse  for  ikexr  duties  was  at  Hangchaui  but  now 
every  district  has  its  little  Kwan.  The  finer  teas  which 
come  from  Kingehau,  or  Hoopak,  or  Hoonan,  pay  from'8i 
to  9  taels  per  picul  before  they  are  embarked— nearly  6c2 
per  pound,  liie  rich  green  tea  districts,  the  produce  of 
which  is  attracted  to  the  great  emporium  of  Woochang,  pay 
a  transit  duty  of  G  taels  8  mace,  instead  of  the  old  exaction 
of  2  mace.  Part  of  the  recent  increase  of  tea  trade  at 
Foochow  is  occasioned  by  the  circumstance  that  the  teas 
from  that  port  pay  2  taels  less  than  those  which  are  obliged 
to  pass  by  Hangchau ;  but  this  can  be  altered  at  any  moment 
by  the  caprice  of  the  local  mandarin,  or  by  a  motion  of  the 
Vermillion  pencil.  This  power  of  taxing  the  barbarians  has 
only  recently  been  discovered.  Tt  is  currently  reported  that 
it  was  first  brought  into  action  to  refund  the  sycee  silver 
paid  out  at  the  end  of  the  last  war.  It  will  be  of  no  use 
that  English  ChancelloxB  of  the  Exchequer  reduce  the  tea 
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duties  at  one  termintis  of  the  voyage  if  Chinese  Cbancellots 
of  the  Exchequer  can  raise  the  duties  at  the  other  terminus. 
Of  course,  there  will  be  no  lack  of  Solon  geese  in  England  to 
make  the  recondite  diaooveiy  that  the  Ghineae  have  a  right 
to  levy  what  export  duties  they  please  on  their  own  produce. 
Id  strict  Christian  ethics  this  is  as  undouhtedly  the  fact  as 
that  we  ought  to  give  a  man  our  doak  if  he  steals  our  coat. 
"But  in  this  bad  fmustical  world  those  high  Christian  ethics 
are  eminences  which  we  look  up  to,  but  never  climb  to.  Tea 
is  an  English  necessity  and  a  Chinese  monopoly.  If  John 
Chinaman  insists  upon  heavily  taxing  John  Bull's  tea, 
sooner  or  later,  upon  one  j)retence  or  another  pretence,  there 
will  be  ill  blood  and  spilt  blood.  The  only  way  to  prevent  tliis 
is  to  fix  the  legal  export  duty  by  treaty,  and  to  go  up  to  the 
places  where  the  tea  is  grown  and  buy  it  of  the  grower.  If 
the  Yangtse  were  open,  and  if  we  could  buy  in  the  markets 
of  Woochang  and  Hangyan,  we  should  get  our  teas  at  a  duty 
of  5  mace  a  picul,  or  one  thirty-fifth  part  of  the  present 
"  squeeze."  Moreover,  we  should  pay  for  this  tea  with  oar 
woollens  and  our  shirtings.  Before  the  Yangtse  was  closed 
by  the  rebels,  one  Chinaman  at  Hangyan  used  to  take 
monthly  30,000  pieces  of  English  shirtings;  he  now  does 
not  take  one  piece  in  a  twelvemonth. 

This  is  not  all.  The  exactions  of  the  mandarins  extend 
to  the  means  of  transit.  The  cargo  boats  are  pressed  for 
'^military  services,**  and  a  bribe  is  necessary  to  set  them 
free.  A  hundred  other  extortion  traps  beset  this  produce 
on  its  way  to  the  coast.  Nothing  but  the  presence  of  the 
European  purchaser  upon  the  spot  can  be  of  the  least  avail 
to  prevent « limitless  taxation  of  our  tea.  It  is  for  you^  ye 
teatotallers,  that  we  are  burnishing  our  bayonets  and  fitting 
the  fusees  into  our  ten-inch  shells. 

So  again  of  silk.  Formerly  there  was  no  export  duty 
upon  silk.  Now  there  is  an  export  duty  of  1 0  dollars  a 
bale,  which  they  talk  of  raising  to  12^  dollars,  and  there  is 
also  an  additional  transit  duty  of  7  dollars  2  mace,  or  £2, 10«. 
upon  each  bale. 

Now  that  our  silk  imports  are  thought  likely  to  range 
between  100,000  and  150,000  bales  per  annum,  this  also  is 
a  subject  not  without  interest  to  us  at  home.   I  must. 
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however,  iu  fairness  remark  that  the  competition  of  the  silk 
of  other  countries  renders  it  less  probable  that  these  silk 
exactions  all  fall  iqpon  the  exporter. 

Be  it  remembered,  then,  that  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion  iu  China,  the  Chinese  mandarins  have  levied  a  tax 
of  full  j&2,000,000  a  year  upon  the  people  of  England ;  that 
this  tax  conmsts  almost  entirely  of  local  unauthorized  extor- 
tion, and  that  it  is  capable  of  indefinite  increase. 

The  English  people  should  teadi  a  starling  to  cry,  Free 
transit  tlm)ugh  China,"  and  should  hang  the  bird  up  in 
Lord  Elgin's  cabin.  Nothing  short  of  this  will  do, — noticing 
short  of  this  will  prevent  future  wars.  What  more  is 
required  I  do  not  now  discuss ;  but  this  is  the  first  and 
most  indispensable  of  all  conditions  of  peace.  We  do  not 
know  enough  of  the  couutiy  to  take  any  substitute  or  to 
fiubniit  to  any  modification. 

Whenever  we  strive  to  obtain  sufficient  specific  facts 
whereby  to  map  a  line  of  action,  we  are  brought  up  by  the 
humiliating  conviction  that  our  ignorance  of  China  is  a 
darkness  that  may  be  felt.  Even  of  that  great  conglomerate 
of  cities  on  the  Yangtse  we  know  little  more  than  that  it  is 
the  commercial  emporium  of  central  China,  and  that  its  popu- 
lation is  variously  estimated  at  from  five  to  eight  millions 
of  souls.  We  know  that  it  exists,  and  that  is  nearly  all  we 
know.  "No  one  has  been  ikwe  except  native  Chinamen  and 
Jesuit  missionaries.  There,  are  some  scattered  notices  of  it 
in  the  Aimalea  de  la  Propagation  cle  la  Fai  (torn,  xvii.),  and 
Hue  has  made  mention  of  it  in  his  journey  from  Tartuy  to 
Canton.  The  elder  missionary  was  roused  to  enthusiasm 
by  the  immensity  of  the  numbers  of  prospective  converts. 
For  five  leagues  he  saw  nothing  along  the  shores  but  the 
closely-paeked  habitations  of  men.  For  a  still  longer  space  ^ 
the  river,  more  than  a  league  in  breadth,  was  crowded  with 
beautiful  and  fiuntastic  vessels,  passing  and  repassing  by  day 
and  by  night.  Nearer  to  shore,  where  these  vessels  became 
fixed  habitations,  he  entered  at  night  a  waterway  defined 
on  each  side  by  lioatiug  shops  ;  and  for  four  hours  he 
journeyed  through  a  labyrinth  of  lit  streets,  all  resting  on 
the  surl'ace  of  the  river.  In  the  morning  he  reached  the 
Sihore,  but  only  to  find  that  Woochang  difiers  irom  other 
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Chinese  cities  in  nothin  j;'  but  its  raarvelloiis  magnitude.  From 
a  distance  lie  saw  pagodas  and  yamnns,  and  highly-cultivated 
environs.  When  he  approached,  he  saw  the  usual  details  of 
an  aggregate  of  Chinese  habitations  ;  banks  worn  away  by 
inundations,  workshops  half-imdermined  by  the  stream, 
houses  built  upon  piles  ;  no  order,  no  breadth  of  thorough- 
fares^ bat  narrow  alleys,  along  which  men  and  cattle  and 
hogs  pressed  in  scared  or  jostHng  orawds.  He  records  loB 
sensations  of  the  sufiEbcatiDg  odours  from  the  open  manure- 
buckets,  just  as  I  bATe  experienced  at  SbADgfaai,  Haogdbaa, 
Sueahing,  Shauhing,  or  Ningpo.  It  seemed  a  whole  creation 
of  mankind,  all  buying  and  eellaig,  and  bartering  and  cha^ 
iuax^  a  Babel  of  tauSe,  a  stoigg^g  woM  of  dealm  and 
bvokefs. 

This  is  the  <me  great  type  of  a  thoussnd  dtiea  whiA 
differ  only  in  dimensions.  How  can  we  tell  ftxaa  which  it 
may  be  ide  to  be  exckuled,  or  how  &r  a  ODgle  exception 
auj  nentraliae  the  beaefit  of  all  we  gaiui  and  enable  the 
eonning  aava^  to  hold  ns  in  check  and  keep  ns  in  the 
wronc'  I 

Tli(i  capacity  of  China  is  as  unmeasured  as  its  internal 
gcogrupliy  is  unknown.  No  demand  lias  yet  been  made 
upon  it  wliich  lias  not  been  amply  answered.  Give  us  leave 
to  go  and  talk  to  the  people,  and  there  is  nothing  we  want 
which  they  cannot  sell  us.  At  Swatow  you  will  be  able  to 
buy  for  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  picul  sugar  which  now  costs 
you  at  the  Manillas  3  dollai's ;  at  Formosa  you  can  obtain 
the  same  important  commodity  at  the  same  price,  and  rice 
and  indigo  in  any  quantity.  Coals  can  be  loaded  at  that 
island  for  3  dollars  a  ton,  and  the  cariying  trade  is  upon  a 
scale  which  no  one  can  appreciate  who  has  not  seen  the 
enormous  fleets  of  junks  which  now  conduct  it  under  the 
terrible  risks  of  ahipwseck  and  piracy. 

The  facts  I  have  above  stated  respecting  the  transit  leviea 
have  not  been  gathered  from  books  or  extracted  frou 
returns — ^the  figures  are  now  for  the  first  time  put  in 
writing.  They  have  been  caflm|it  from  the  lips  of  these  who 
have  fiofifemd  these  exactionB  and  paid  theae  dntks  mth 
oaastant  bat  diaooateated  habitude.  I  XMor  be  wiKmg  kk 
aoma  naMer  of. place  jqt  disdriot^  fbr  the  obsaiive  jargon  m 
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■which  we  talked  made  geography  difficult ;  but  a  Chinaman 
has  capital  English  for  tigures  and  amounts  of  money. 
About  the  sums  of  these  transit  duties  I  have  no  doubt,  and 
the  precise  track  or  city  wherein  tliflty  9xe  levied  is  of  no 
impoztance.  Let  aae  tM^  thai  these  men  are  bo  liarassed 
•  by  demaods  of  benevolence  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
civil  ynatf  or  by  blackmail  levied  by  the  rebels,  that  the 
oldest  merchants  ase  ^  shotting  theur  books/'  as  thi^  express 
it.  They  look  upon  the  preseooe  md  influence  of  the 
English  as  the  'Ooly  hope  whidn  oomaieroe  has  in  China^ 
Many  a  tale  ootdd  I  tell  npcA  this  sidigeei^  but  it  is  one 
dangeroas  to  handle  in  much  detuL  Xbe  eoint  of  Pekitt 
has  sharp  eyes  and  a  hing  acm. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

OCCUPATION   OF  HOKAK. 

American  Diplomacy — The  Minnesota — Artillery  Practice  at  ^ong- 
kong — The  Coolie  Corps — Death  of  Colonel  Lugard — Arrival  of  the 
Adelaide— General  Order  to  the  Fleet — Proclamation  to  the  People 
of  Canton — Early  Intelli^'ence  of  the  Chinese — Amount  of  the 
Attacking  Force — Delivery  of  Despatches — Occupation  of  Honan 
^Chinese  Attack  upon  a  Boat's  Crew— TeVs  Answer. 

Thbkb  has  been  solemn  confereniie  «t  Macao,  and  it  was 
wluspered  that  Count  Pntia^an  ynm  admitted  to  tiie 
ebimcils  of  Lord  Elgin  and  Bmm  Gros.  A  rumour  uookl 
spread  '^at  Mr.  Beed  had  taken  n  independeiit  liae,  md 
httd  med  mlGx  a  xebtifir.  He  bad,  m  went  the  story,  sent  a 
proposal  to  Teh  to  treat  -wstk  liiMi  Inaide  the  city,  but  Yeii 
repKed  that  'he  iboiikL  be  happy  to  see  him  oaMde  the  dtf , 
hot  eooH  not  think  of  adfuMaog  mj  baxhariaa  vriMa  tha 
-wvUe  of  CatttOD.  Mr.  Beed  then  pEoeeeded  to  Maoac^  bat 
even  Tmnoor  did  not  ymsAmB  to  amna  ^ivhat  he  proposed  ita 
himself  by  this  joumef  ,  or  whether  ^e  rattier  oonteiaptiifiiaB 
refusal  he  bad  just  reoeiired  had  in  any  ivay  laodinMl  his 
opinion  as  to  entangling  alliances.  The  Chinese  hanw  aaother 
version  of  this  affair.    They  profess  to  have  seen  a  copy  of 
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tTie  an^^wer,  and  laugli  when  they  speak  of  it.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  induce  any  of  them  to  procure  me  a  transcript, 
and  cannot  make  much  of  their  description  of  it.  If  it 
should  reach  you  by  way  of  America,  I  think  you  will  find 
that  the  Imperial  Commissioner  has  replied  to  his  Excel- 
lency Mr,  Beed  by  what  is  vulgarlj  called  a  ^<  selV — a  sort 
of  Chinese  version  of  **'  Don't  yoa  wish  you  may  get  it  ?  "* 
Certain  it  is  that  Mr.  Heed  is  very  irate  with  his  celestial 
flriend%  and  has  mther  abandoned  his  idea  of  being  master 
of  the  position.  YA  Beems  resolved  to  show  the  world  that 
he  is  determined  to  cany  out  the  policy  openlj  aeknow/- 
ledged  in  that  notorious  Chinese  state  paper,  and  to  consider 
the  terms  of  the  last  treaty  binding  only  so  long  as  be  had 
not  &roe  enough  to  break  them.  He  seems  to  he  confident 
also  that  the  present  is  a  proper  season  for  perseTerance  ia 
this  policy.  He  has  doubtless  heard  of  the  might  and 
wonderful  contrivances  of  the  Minnesota.  Nothing  Unit 
can  be  said  in  praise  oi  iier  discipline  and  arrangements, 
her  exquisitely-finished  machinery  for  economizing  labour 
and  time  in  the  working  of  her  guns,  her  Sharpens  rifles,  lier 
officers'  cabins,  and  her  state  reception-rooms,  can  be  too 
great  praise;  but  Yeh  has  heard  all  about  these.  "We  have 
just  seized  copies  of  a  correspondence  wliich  has  been  pass- 
ing between  a  Chinese  writer  resident  on  tliis  island  and 
Howqua.  It  contains  a  minute  chronicle  of  every  event, 
and  descriptions  of  men  and  things,  including  a  by  no  meaoE 
flattering  account  of  the  personal  appearance  of  Lord  Elgin; 
possibly  it  also  included  a  statement  of  the  draught  of  water 
of  the  Minnesota.  I  recollect  that  once  on  circait|  when  a 
zealons  and  hot-tempered  jonior  replied  with  a  scarcely 
decent  violence  to  an  interraption  of  the  judge,  and  drew 
down  upon  himself  a  rebuke^  a  sarcastic  old  stager  who  sat 
by  saidy  Rtdi  into  him  again,  give  it  him  well;  he  can*t 
oome  down  to  yon.**  Yeh  knows  that  the  Minnesota  cannot 
come  np  to  him.  Moveover,  he  has  filled  his  city  with 
soldiers  from  the  North.  We  have  jnst  kindly  rescued  and 
released  300  of  these  &om  the  wrecked  Waiverle^.  The 
Chinese  report  that  the  walls  are  now  bristling  with  cannon ; 
that  the  streets  are  all  undermined;  and  that  Yeh  is  deter- 

*  I  am  not  aware  that  tbia  letter  has  ever  yet  been  made  paUic 
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mined  to  blow  the  whole  place  into  the  air  rather  than  give 
it  Tip.  We  shall  see  shortly  wliat  truth  there  is  in  these 
tales.  They  by  no  means  lessen  the  eagerness  of  our  fellows 
to  get  into  the  city;  but  they  may  perhaps  induce  the 
admiral  and  general  to  explode  these  mines  by  a  few  ^eUs 
before  they  set  our  British  bulldogs  at  the  walk. 

Meanwhile  the  valleys  and  precipices  of  this  mountauk 
island  ring  and  echo  with  preparations.  The  quiet  dtizen 
cannot  take  his  afibenioon  walk  without  his  romination  upcm 
the  prices  of  grey  shirting  or  his  sigh  over  the  depreciation 
of  '^Malwa**  being  interrupted  by  a  sharp  volley  of  musketry, 
or  the  ringing  of  a  Mini^  bullet,  or  the  whistliDg  of  a  shelL 
The  Chinese  are  certainly  not  a  nervous  race.  On  the 
parade-ground  to  the  east  of  this  wall-less  and  citadel-less 
city  of  Victoria,  some  500  men  of  the  59th  may  be  daily 
seen  at  their  exercise.  A  cloud  of  Chinese  children  take 
advantage  of  the  severity  of  discipline  to  hang  upon  their 
skirts,  stooping  down  and  picking  up  the  cartridge-papers 
from  between  the  feet  of  the  immovable  redcoats,  who  dare 
not  even  raise  a  foot  to  tread  upon  the  fingei-s  that  tickle 
their  ankles.  We  are  too  poor  in  men  to  be  able  to  spare 
any  to  keep  the  ground.  Up  in  the  rnvine  behind  Govern- 
ment-house a  detachment  is  firing  at  a  target  at  a  range  of 
1,000  yards.  That  target  has  its  attendant  company  of 
move  adult  Fiik-hees.  They  can  scarcely  be  kept  at  a  safe 
distance;  and  when  the  bugle  sounds  to  cease  firing,  they 
rush  in  and  dig  out  the  wasted  lead.  Further  oS^  on  the 
side  of  the  mountain,  with  little  fiagstafSs  fixed  on  rocks  at 
various  ranges,  a  field  battery  is  practising  with  shot  and 
shelL  Straight  in  the  line  of  fire^  the  Chinese  washermen 
are  spreading  their  clotlies  to  dry  upon  the  brushwood,  quite 
unconcerned  at  the  dtsoharges,  satisfied  to  confide  in  the 
skill  of  the  artillerymen,  and  having  a  full  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  flight  of  shot.  At  the  short  ranges  the  sbeUs 
must  pass  a  few  feet  over  their  heads.  It  caimot  be  that 
men  who  behave  thus  can  be  of  a  race  of  cowarda 

We  have  also  had  a  sham  fight  on  a  grand  scala  The 
xaceooozae  and  the  surrounding  hills,  and  the  road  leading 
thence  to  the  city,  were  contested  with  Btead£nst  yalour ; 
but,  alas  1  in  this  mouth  of  December  the  thermometer  still 
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stands  at  84^  in  the  shade,  and  the  mea  looked  white  and 
worn  before  the  work  was  done. 

As  a  balance  to  the  contemptuous  indifference  with  w^hich 
W3  open  all  our  preparations  and  all  our  intentions  to  the 
spies  of  the  Canton  authorities,  we  take  care  to  use  our  own 
special  souroM  of  rtrength,  discipline,  and  wealth.  Tha 
eooUe  oocps  ace,  like  everything  else  iu  CJiiiia,  anomalies  ia 
imrfure.  They  are  natiyes  of  a  counirj  about  to  be' 
m?aded,  under  diiU  te  earry  the  guns  and  provisions  of  the 
iKvadenk  £ach  gun  haa  eighteea  eoolies  attached  to  and 
itktj  aie  eaDeraaed  to  attend  the  -jpisoo&m  of  unlimfaering,  and 
to  take  op  the  goa  <m  their  bamboo  poles  and  trot  off  witk 

at  a  pace  imA  might  be  dangenma  if  their  fiddity  were 
ia  donht^  or  if  there  were  no  Mini€  ziflaa  in  their  rear* 
Theae  lolbwe  will  do  their  work  if  thej  can  be  got  on  ship- 
hoard.  Th^  ipiU  not  deaert^^nr  they  are  better  paid  by  ua, 
and  weohlprohabfyheheheadedby  Yeh.  They'snU  aearoeljF 
he  expected  to  tain  the  goaa  op  madist  &e  ftom  the  enemy, 
so  they  will  have  no  violent  incentive  to  run  away.  From 
the  experience  we  have  here  of  the  Chinese  character — if 
such  a  fiigot  of  contradictions  can  be  called  character — I 
believe  they  will  do  what  we  have  hired  them  to  do, — act  as 
artillery  and  commissaiiat  mules  over  rough  ground  inter- 
vening between  points  of  debarcation  and  points  of  action* 
It  will  probably  be  arranged  that  their  pay  shall  be  a  little 
in  arrear,  and  they  know  that  they  will  be  shot  down 
without  mercy  if  they  attempt  any  tricks. 

A  short  time  since,  Mr.  Caldwell,  the  "  protector  of 
Chinese,"  whose  practical  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  popula- 
tion is  greater,  perliaps,  than  that  of  any  European,  was 
invited  to  inspect  this  body.  They  were  paraded  to  the 
number  of  800.  In  waUdng  down  the  ranks  he  ptoked  out 
eighteen  men  as  Canton  men,  and  three  others  as  mandarin 
aoldienb  He  vaa  right  in  every  instance.  The  Canton 
men,  when  interrogated,  at  onoe  admitted  that  they  never 
had  the  leaat  intention  of  troating  themaelvea  in  the  ndgb* 
boarhood  of  Hbm  own  autboritiei^  hot  proposed  to  take  we 
Eni^ish  pay,  and  escape  at  the  last  moment.  Tlie  mandaria 
aoiUUera  aaid  thaj-would  aerve,  for  ^  mandarine  owed  them 
eneara^  and  the  English  paid  regularly*  The  other  men 
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come  from  a  distant  mountain  district,  have  no  families 
within  the  power  of  the  mandarins,  are  many  of  them  im- 
plicated as  rebels,  and  may,  as  Mr.  Caldwell  thinks,  be 
moderately  trusted  to  act  as  their  interests  may  point. 

These  traits  of  Chinese  character  are  not  unimportant. 
It  is  only  little  by  little  that  we  can  come  to  get  a  notion  ot' 
a  people  whose  trains  of  thought  aad  motives  of  actum  ace 
80  Utterly  different  from  our  own. 

.On  the  Ist,  the  death  of  Colonel  Logard,  of  the  engineers^ 
ymtm  annonnaed,  and  on  the  3rd  he  was  buried  mth  all  mili- 
taiy  honoim^  in  the  e&aebery  hard  by  the  raoeeonrse.  It 
was  an  imposing  spectacle,  fair  all  the  officers  of  all  the 
European  nations  now  present  in  Hongkong  followed  in 
long  procession  the  gnn-ciynnagB  <m  whieh  ka  was  bovne  to 
his  grave.  Many  of  those  pi^esent  not  only  knew  him  as  an 
officer,  whose  loss  at  this  critical  moment  is  disastrous  to 
the  public  service,  but  also  loved  the  man.  I  was  one  of 
those  who  moumed  to  think  we  cftall  hear  no  moxe  his 
d&a&k  hearty  laugh,  and  receive  no  more  his  manly,  soldier- 
like greeting.  Poor  Liigard  was  a  victim  to  hard  labour  in 
tliLS  treacherous  climate.  Ho  had  much  to  do,  and  small 
materials  to  work  with.  He  was  a  leader  without  soldiers. 
He  had  to  form  and  feshion  a  corps  of  engineers  and  sappers 
and  miners  out  of  troops  of  the  line.  His  labour  was  inces- 
sant, and  he  paid  the  penalty  which  these  trying  Hongkong 
heats  almost  always  exact  for  over-exertion. 

The  long-expected  Adelaide  made  her  appearance  on  the 
1st,  having  on  board  twenty  officers  and  507  rank  and  file. 
On  the  4th,  the  Assistance  came  in  from  Calcutta,  bringing 
us  back  the  300  marines  left  behind  by  Lord  Elgin,  and 
100  of  the  £f9th.  The  letters  by  her  were  very  unsatis&O" 
tory  in  their  tone,  and  gave  no  promise  of  more  troops  fxmn, 
India. 

We  are  now  able  to  calculate  the  force  upon  which  we 
must  depend  to  take  and  hold  this  city,  with  its  million  of 
inhabitants. 

The  first  act  in  the  way  of  a  move  was  the  issning  of  the 
following  general  order  to  the  fleet : — 
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"GENERAL  ORDER. 

**  The  period  being  now  at  hand  for  commencing  active  opera tiorvs 
against  the  city  of  Canton,  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  to  call  the 
serious  attention  of  the  captains,  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the 

Snadron  to  the  necessity  of  carefully  protecting  the  lives  and  property 
the  peaceable  and  unarmed  inhabitants,  not  only  on  the  ground  of 
humanity,  but  likewise  on  that  of  policy,  which  renders  it  so  importaiife 
to  retain  the  goodwill  of  thoge  classes  of  the  Chinese  population,  whose 
material  interest  and  predilections  separate  them  from  the  higU 
mandarins  and  the  military  puwerii  of  Cautun,  against  whom  alone 
boatile  actions  will  be  directed.  * 
TIm  Bear*Admiral  has  also  to  impress  upon  the  o£Scers  and  meb  wh4 
may  so  soon  be  actively  employed,  his  determination  to  discountenance 
ana  prevent  all  looting  or  plundering,  both  as  demoralizing  and  as 
subversive  of  the  discipline  that  is  so  essentially  necessary  to  success. 
He  trusts  that  the  officers^  by  precept,  and  especially  by  their  example, 
will  mnj  out  Us  ^iswa  and  instrnctions. 

**Tb»  CommandeT'in-CiiSef  takes  tlus  opportmuty  of  expvesnng  him 
waniMBt  thanks  to  the  oommodorei»  captains,  commanding  officers^ 
seamen,  and  royal  marines  of  the  squadron,  for  the  patient  endurance 
they  have  evinced  during  the  last  twelve  months,  in  the  monotonous 
and  frequently  harassing  duty  of  keeping  open  the  navigation  of  the 
river;  and  he  further  assures  them  that,  whatever  may  be  the  nature 
of  expected  operations,  he  shall  enter  upon  them  with  the  strongest 
confidence  in  their  ready  and  gallant  co-opermtlon  for  the  maintenaoco 
of  the  honour  of  the  Bntish  £ig  and  the  success  of  our  arms. 

"  M.  Seymour, 
"Bear^Admiral,  Gommander-ia-Chief." 

The  next  act  was  a  declaration  from  the  French  admiral, 
declaxing  on  the  part  of  Eranoe  a  blockade  of  the  Canton 

river. 

On  the  11th  it  became  kno^  that  the  Chinese  writer, 
Achnng,  who  had  been  taken  into  cnstodj  for  maintaining  a 
correspondence  with  Howqua,  had  been  aent  into  the  citj 
with  letters  from  the  English  and  Firench  plenipotentwrieSy 
announcing  their  amyali  and  giving  note  of  thdr  ere- 
dentials. 

On  the  12ih  Mr.  Wade,  the  chief  of  Lord  Elgin's  interw 
preting  staff,  proceeded  to  the  city  under  a  flag  of  trace, 

and  delivered  the  demands  of  the  English  and  French  pleni- 
potentiaries upon  the  Imperial  Commissioner  holding  the 
city  of  Canton. 

A  proclamation  in  the  Chinese  language  was  at  the  f?ani& 
time  circulated  in  the  suburbs  of  the  citj.    It  stated  that 
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certain  demands  had  been  made  upon  the  Imperial  Com- 
missioner, and  that  ten  days  had  been  given  him  within 
which  to  accede  to  them  ;  that  in  the  meanwhile  (on  the 
following  Monday)  the  allied  forces  would  occupy  the  island 
of  Honan,  opposite  to  the  city,  doing  no  damage  unless 
resistance  should  be  made  ;  that  at  the  expiration  of  the 
ten  days  allowed  to  the  Commissioner,  an  attack  would  be 
made  upon  the  city,  unless  tke  terms  demanded  were  yielded^ 
and  warning  all  non-belligerents  to  take  such  measures  for 
the  removal  of  their  famiHes  and  propmrtj  as  ihej  might 
think  expedient. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  illustvatiye  of  the  rapidity  with  whieh 
the  Chinese  obtain  intelligence,  that  on  the  Friday  motningy 
while  all  the  English  in  Hongkong  were  in  ignoianoe  of 
any  oommnnication  being  about  to  be  made  up  the  river,  I 
hdaed  the  Chinese  pictore-dealery  to  whose  shop,  as  a  focos 
of  Chinese  news^  I  have  already  alluded  in  these  lettens 
ofieting  to  bet  a  picture  against  fifty  dollars  that  the  English 
would  not  be  in  Canton  withih  ten  days.  He  wonld  not 
bet  about  twelve  daySp  He  must  have  got  an  early  copy  of 
the  proclamation,  which  was,  I  believe,  printed  on  board- 
ship  up  the  river,  and  could  not,  even  at  that  distance  of 
fifty  niiies,  have  been  in  the  hands  of  any  Cliiuaman  more 
than  a  very  few  hours. 

I  post  this  letter  on  Sunday,  although  the  mail  does  not 
leave  until  Monday ;  for  as  Honan  is  to  be  occuj)ied  on 
Monday,  and  as  I  am  going  to  witness  the  operations,  I 
may  not  be  able  to  write  again  by  the  outgoing  maiL  If 
possible,  however,  I  shall  send  you  a  second  letter. 

We  must  hope,  in  the  interest  of  humanity,  that  when 
the  allotted  interval  Las  expired  Yeh  will  yield.  He  must 
'know  that  he  has  at  his  gates  the  representatives  of  the 
four  great  nations  of  the  earth ;  and  that,  however  they 
may  differ  upon  the  modus  operandi,  they  are  all  equally 
determined  to  tolerate  no  longer  this  foolish  Chinese  pageants 
Mr.  Heed  does  not,  I  apprehend^  propose  to  himself  to  go 
home  without  making  a  treafy,  any  more  than  does  Count 
Putiatin,  or  Bftron  Le  Groe,  or  the  Earl  of  Elgin.  However 
much  we  may  deplore  the  undignified  poUcy  which  the 
Ammcan  statesmen  at  home  have  chosen  to  adopt,  and 
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however  mueli  we  may  fe^  flatisfied  to  find  tbat  they  are 

balked  of  even  the  advantage  they  propose  to  themselves 
of  monopolizing  the  trade  while  we  were  figliting  the 
common  battle,  still  our  interests  are  identical,  and  eventu- 
ally we  must  work  together.    The  high  mandarins  of  China 
cannot  but  know  the  power  of  the  nations  arrayed  against 
them.     But  if  they  do  not,  if  they  are  ignorant  of  what 
every  Chiniunan  at  Singapore  knows  full  well,  and  of  what 
each  small  tradesman  at  Hongkong  could  tell  them,  what  a 
practical  satire  this  ignorance  is  upon  that  syj^tem  of  com- 
petitive examinations  and  the  rule  of  literary  men,  which, 
as  it  is  worked  in  China,  has  been  so  little  understood  and 
flo  flSMelessly  extolled  !    It  is  usdett^  however,  to  specalftto 
upon  what  Yeh  will  do,  fbr  the  next  mail  will  bring  yon 
tidings  of  whai  be  has  done,  and  what  we  have  done. 

Meanwhile  we  must  have  troops.    It  will  not  da  to  ^gnr# 
Obina  iltogethar.*"   The  hot  months  will  soon  be  round 
igpoBy  and  we  mnat  expeot  that  of  our  handful  of  land  Ibroe 
mmy  most  he  inTalided.   If  disease  should  unhappily  so 
Mdiooe  oar  seanty  and  insnffident  gavriaon  as  to  eonpel  ns 
to  vetire  from  the  city,  after  hanring  onoe  taknn  poaasssio^ 
the  eoosequenees  wooldbenioet  disaateoak  Alnadjhava 
plaoaida  been  poekad  at  Amoj  threatening  amanMie  of  Hkb 
English  there.    It  is  a  vain  threat  while  the  might  of 
fidgland  is  felt  in  the  South,  but  it  would  easily  become  a 
dire  reality.     The  English  families  are  mixed  up  in  the 
crowded  Chinese  town.    They  are  without  any  means  of 
mutual  protection,  and  the  presence  of  a  single  ship  of  war 
is  ratlier  a  terror  to  the  Chinese  than  a  protection  to  the 
Xjritish.  At  Swatow,  where  many  English  now  reside,  there  is, 
and  can  be  while  the  present  treaty  holds,  no  protection  wliat- 
ever.  At  Foo-chow  there  is  a  floui-ishing  English  settlement, 
but  the  ships  of  war  cannot  get  within  ten  miles  of  the  place. 
Wliat  might  be  suffered  at  Ningpo  the  Portuguese  have 
already  proved.    Shanghai  has  the  guns  of  the  Fique,  and 
Sir  Frederick  Nicholson  might  land  his  men  and  do  some- 
thing to  protect  the  settlement,  for  it  has  already  shown 
itself  defensible.    But  it  is  our  moral  prestige  which  proteots 
xm  in  the  Norths  and  this  would  be  utterly  rained  by  any 
weaiknesB  or  short-ooming  at  GaatcnL   Better  be  wise  in 
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^iinc,  and  send  on  a  reasonable  number  of  troops  at  once, 
than  liave  to  exact  more  terrible  vengeance  for  more  ma^ 
aftcres. 

The  attacking  force,  exclusive  of  the  ships,  a  list  whereof 
.1  gave  you  by  the  last  mail,  will  be  as  follows  : — 

Tfoops  from  the  garrison  of  HongkoDg,  including  the  59th 
legiment,  the  actilieiy,  tba  eDgiodtnii  and  a  portion  o£  tho 


Madras  troops    ..        ..                                    ..        ..  SCO 

Marines     ..    2,500 

Jl^aval  Brigade                               •   1,500 

Trendi  troops  and  sailon     900 


5,700 

Coohes  : — 

Chinese   •       •«  671 

Attached  to  medical  staff    ..  35 

CoDimlMariat  »•  •«      «   48 

MtU^..    188 


Total      •   6^687 


Ojmow  Bsm,  Dim.  15» 
As  I  had  reason  to  suppose  that  the  occttpation  of  Hbnan 

would  take  place  on  Taesday,  and  that  the  mail  would  be 
detained  to  allow  the  news  of  tliis  fact  to  reach  England,  I 
came  up  the  river  on  Sunday,  and  found  the  English 
admiral's  flag  still  flying  at  the  anchorage  between  the  Bogue 
ITorts  and  Tiger  Island. 

The  French  fleet  had  just  moved  up.  Th6  two  navies 
had  been  indulging  in  mutual  civilities  on  the  occasion  of 
the  French  declaration  of  blockade.  The  English  admiral 
hoisted  the  French  flag  at  the  main  and  issued  a  congratula- 
tory general  order.  The  French  returned  the  compliment, 
and  issued  an  order  very  fervent  in  its  terms.  Moreover, 
the  French  entertained  the  English  fleet  with  theatricals, 
and  supper  after  the  play,  and  th^  hove  left  Jack  in  high 
good  hamonr  "with  his  lively  allies. 

Mr  Wade  and  M.  Marqiies  had  returned  from  their 
mission.  Yeh  despatched  a  mandarin  of  the  flfth  rank— 
^All  same,  captain,"  as  tlie  pilot  remarked, — to  receive  the 
two  e^stkM.  His  sccUbes  are  ptrobably  now  looking  up 
MenduB  and  Ch€o4za  to  a  stock  of  moxal  sentiments  to  he 
workad  into  tha  reply. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHIKA. 


If  the  reader  has  any  cmiofiity  as  to  this  piece  of  Chinese 
ceremonial,  it  was  after  this  fashion  : — The  Chinaman, 
Achong,  had  been  sent  with  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Bowring, 
and  another  from  M.  Bourbelonne,  notifying  the  arrival  of 
the  English  and  French  plenipotentiaries,  and  stating  that 
on  Saturday,  at  noon,  a  communication  from  these  high 
officers  would  be  sent  to  the  Imperial  Commissioner. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  the  day  appointed,  a  Hong  boat,  con- 
taining a  well-known  official — rather  a  low  fellow,  and 
decided  in  his  opinions  as  to  outside  barbarians — took  its 
station  in  the  river.  At  noon  the  English  gunboat,  accom- 
panied by  the  Dragonne  French  gunboat,  appeared  at  the 
western  point  of  Honan  island,  and,  choosing  its  anchorage 
signalled  to  the  mandarin's  boat  to  approach.  The  inter- 
preteFy^  accompanied  by  M.  Duchesne  de  Beloonry  Captain 
Bate,  and  some  few  other  spectator^  went  on  board  the 
Chinese  boat,  and  was  received  by  the  mandarin  with  that 
tone  of  rollicking^ 'Swaggering' eiviiitjr  which  is  thought  fay 
the  Chinese  to  be  good  manners  towards  barbarian^  but 
bad  manners  towards  eacb  other.  He  called  for  tea^  and 
after  this  had  been  duly  taken,  delivexed  Yeh*8  answer  to 
Sir  J.  Bowring  and  M.  de  Boarbelonne*s  notes»  Then  he 
received  the  despatches  from  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
allied  powers^  and  with  bows  and  dun-chins  the  parties 
separated.  I  understand  that  Yeh's  answer  is  con<£ed  la 
terms  of  scant  courtesy ;  that  it  recognises  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries not  as  ambassadors  to  the  emperor,  but  as  am- 
bassadors to  Canton,  and  that  it  merely  says  he  shall 
receive  any  communications  they  may  have  to  make  to  him. 

General  Von  Straubenzee,  attended  by  Major  Clifford, 
joined  the  fleet  on  Sunday. 

This  morning  at  half-past  nine  the  admiral,  accompd.nied 
by  the  general,  left  the  Calcutta  for  the  Coromandel.  They 
go  up  together  to  the  French  admiral,  and  will  direct  the 
debarcation  of  a  marine  force  of  about  l^QOO  men  ou  Honan 
Xsland. 

I  have  frequently  exploined—r-but  some  do  not  read  and 
some  do  not  remember,  so  I  may  as  well  repeat— that  the 
Canton  river  is  a  very  enormous  volume  of  water,  seddng 
the  sea  by  various  channels.   In  front  of  Canton  thm  ace 


Digitized  by  Google 


OCCUPATION  OF  HOKAK, 


two  of  these  channels  of  special  importance,  and  between 
these  two,  and  formed  by  them,  is  the  large  island  of  Honan, 
more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  wide  and  four  or  five  miles 
long.  On  the  channel  opposite  to  the  back  of  the  island 
atoads  the  Macao  Fort,  now  in  our  possession,  and  garrisoned* 
The  island,  therefore,  lies  between  Macao  fort  and  the  city 
of  Canton. 

The  ImpeTaihix  and  the  Imperador  haye  already  gone  up 
with  the  marines,  and  behind  the  Corcmmdd  is  the  carious 
sight  of  a  long  train  of  Chinese  bum-boats,  frighted  not 
ondy  with  ovdmaty  stores,  but  carrying  thirty  h^  of  live 
oattle.  The  Chinese  purveyors  modestly  dedred  that  a  gun* 
boat  should  be  ordered  to  tow  them  up,  and  although  the 
request  excited  some  merriment  among  the  blue-jackets, 
thon  bum-boatmen  are  much  too  important  to  be  left  behind. 
So  the  Plover  is  tugging  them  up  the  stream.  That  stiff 
little  Plover,  the  last  time  I  saw  her  she  was  sharing  the 
shot  with  the  Ilonghong  liigh  u}>  Fatshan  Creek  ;  now  she 
is  dragging  up  a  ragged  crew  of  China  boats.  Let  us 
move  up  the  river  after  the  admiral  and  the  general.  It  is 
fortunate  for  General  Straubenzee  that  he  is  not  only  a 
good  soldier,  but  also  that  he  ia  a  man  of  popular  and 
winning  manners.  The  fleet,  who  all  have  a  sort  of 
.  Chinese  filial  affection  for  Sir  Michael  Seymour,  were 
rather  inclined  to  look  with  evil  eye  upon  any  one  who 
came  to  share  his  laurels.  They  began  rather  early  to 
find  fault  with  the  general's  name  ;  but  now  he  Las  been 
among  them  a  little,  the  general  opinion  is,  as  I  heard  it 
e^iressed,  "  It's  impossible  to  help  liking  that  old  Straw- 
beny-jam  after  all.*'  Moreover,  they  see  Sir  Michael  and 
the  aforesaid  Strawbeny-jam  consorting  together  with  in- 
timate cordiality,  and  evBrything  in  this  very  important 
natter  moves  etyaily  and  weU. 

Dec.  16. 

This  morning  the  occupation  of  Honan  took  place.  The 
sight  from  Macao  Fort  was  interesting  only  for  a  few 
minutes.  One  battalion  of  our  marines  and  150  French 
asilovs  disembarked,  under  the  guns  of  the  shipping,  upon 
ttuB  back  of  the  island,  and  out  of  enght  of  Canton.  As  they 
advanced  into  the  Island,  we  watched  the  lines  of  red  and 
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bine,  not  quite  expecting,  but  feeling  the  possibility  thai 
some  puff  of  smoke  might  give  signal  for  a  fight.  The 
Chinese,  however,  had  wisely  seen  that  this  plain  and  open 
island  was  not  defensible.  If  there  ever  had  been  anv 
soldiers  there,  which  is  very  improbable,  they  had  beea 
withdrawn  when  we  itsued  our  proolaaiatkni  to  tiaie  inhti" 
bitants  that  we  intended  to  take  peaceable  possession. 
Some  tents  were  now  pitched,  the  outposts  foaaed,  the 
BVendi  snd  Ei^lish  podtiona  demareatocl^  and  oar  xnatedii 
goarantee  was  seized. 

Another  has  happened,  wbioh  terminated  in  a 
diffarent  manner.  InteUigenoe  trav^  tikmly  from.  Mp  to 
ship  in  our  widely  separated  foroe  ;  bat  I  believe  the  eirasB^ 
atanoes  are  these  :— On  the  afteinoen  of  Monday,  laeotauwi 
Pym,  of  Arotic  cekbrity^  who  now  commands  the  BmOBMtf 
landed  for  exmcaeie  in  the  neighhomliood  of  a  mandaaik 
Tillage  some  wa^  down  iihe  river.  He  was  aocompaoied  by 
Mt%  Wurgman,  the  artist,  who  is  here  sketching  for  the 
"  Illust rated  News.'*  Allured  by  the  friendly  appearance 
of  the  inhabitants,  they  entered  the  village,  aiitl  they  appear 
also  to  have  entered  the  house  of  the  mandarin  there. 
Whether  Lieutenant  Pym  was  acting  prudently  or  properly 
in  doing  this  I  am  not  able  to  state  ;  my  information  is  too 
indistinct  to  allow  me  to  offer  even  a  suggestion  upon  this 
point.*  All  that  is  certain  is,  that  as  the  party  returned  to 
the  boat  the  population  of  the  ^dlla^fe  suddenly  encompassed 
them  and  ])oured  in  a  volley  from  giugals  and  other  firearms. 
Five  men  were  killed  :  Lieutenant  Pym  was  shot  through 
both  legs.  The  interpreter  then  yamjped  overboard,  and 
was  followed  by  several  of  the  men,  who  retreated  aerosa 
the  paddy-fieldi  They  were  followed  by  the  GSfaanese  mid- 
titude,  and  six  wounded.  All  this  took  plaee  widain  sight 
of  the  Ncmkm,  whence  assistance  was,  of  counts^  -despatched 
at  the  first  sound  of  firearms.  The  Nankm  men  amved 
just  in  tiiae  to  resene  Lientenant  ndbo  -was  1cespin|^ 
the  Chinese  at  bay  with  hia  sw«rd  «id  aawlver.   Of  tha 

*  An  inquiry  took  place,  wlncli  torminated  in  the  court  fiudinc  that 
Lieut.  Pym  was  fully  justified  in  uli  that  he  had  done,  and  compliment- 
in^  him  upon  the  great  g«allautry  he  displayed  ihroughout  this  critical 
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"wliole  party,  every  one  was  either  killed  or  wouDded,  exce2')t 
Mr.  Wurgmau  and  two  seamen.  This  seems  to  have  V)ceii 
a  most  treaclierous  and  unprovoked  assault,  and  an  attack 
upon  the  village  was  subsequently  made  by  tlie  Nankm. 
The  first  attempt  was,  I  believe,  not  very  8ucoeasfiily  but  it 
-wall  doobtleas  be  renewed. 

TossDAT  Night. 

It  is  most;  proroldng  tbat  tbe  most  important  events  vnSL 
liappen  within  Italf  an  Ikoar  of  fhe  departure  of  tihe  xnaiL 
This  afternoon  a  messenger  from  Yeh  arrived  at  Macao  Fort 
with  a  despatch  for  the  plenipotentiariea  Yon  know  how, 
hoping  against  hope,  I  have  kept  up  some  intelligenee  inside 
the  city.  Hitherto  it  has  stood  me  vel  little  stead,  but  at  a 
critical  moment  it  has  turned  up  trumps.  I  am  informed, 
then,  that  the  Chinese  merchants  say  that  Lord  Elsin's 
demand  was  of  the  most  temperate  character  ;  that  he  asked 
for  no  more  than  that  the  treaty  should  be  carried  out,  that 
Canton  should  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  other 
treaty  ports,  its  gates  opened  to  commerce,  compensation 
given  for  damage  done  to  British  merchants,  and  our  occu- 
pation of  Honan  acquiesced  in  as  a  material  guarantee  until 
all  matters  are  settled.  At  least  one  of  the  Chinese  mer- 
chaots  thinks  that  these  demands  should  have  been  jumped 
at.  Yeh,  however,  thinks  otherwise.  The  answer  just  gone 
up  to  Lord  Elgin  is,  if  my  information  is  correct,  much  like 
that  returned  to  the  American.'^  It  tells  his  lordship  that 
iiie  question  of  the  treatment  of  strangers  at  Canton  has 
been  settled  by  the  decree  of  the  emperor ;  that  Sir  -George 
Bonham  was  made  a  baronet  for  respecting  that  decree,  and 
he  recommends  Lord  Elgin  to  follow  his  example ;  that,  aa 
ic  eompensation,  Yeh  has  a  demand  upon  the  English 
Gbvenament  for  losses  snflered  by  the  Chinese. 

You  mnst  make  some  allowanoe  for  a  verrion  of  a  Chinese 
document  read  to  me  in  Canton  English ;  but  I  think  I 
pledge  myself  that  this  will  be  found  to  be  the  substance 
of  ^^doouflsentw 

Lord  Elgin  is  no  tme  son  of  Bobert  the  Bruce  if  he  stands 
this  style  of  answer  j  so  we  may  soon  now  expect  something 
decisive  liereu 

*  Bee  this  letter  anU,  p.  2(i8. 
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Daring  my  stay  in  the  Canton  river  I  found  great  iaoon* 

venieiice  in  having  no  accurate  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  former  bombardment.  As  we  are  now  about 
to  enter  upon  a  relation  of  the  operations  before  this  famous 
city,  I  had  thought  that  a  remvie  of  the  previous  proceedings 
would  be  necessary  to  prepare  the  reader  to  understand  the 
whole  matter ;  but  upon  referring  to  the  state  papers,  it 
seemed  that  the  shortest  and  most  satisfactory  course  would 
be  to  repriut  Sir  Michael  Seymour's  despatch. 


fVom  Ifte  LOHDOK  Gazsizi  qfTmdojf,  Jam,  %  1857. 

Admibalty,  Jan.  5, 

This  folIowiDg  despatches  have  be«i  received  from  Eear-Adtniral 
Sir  Michael  Seymour,  K.C.B.,  Commnnder-in-Chief  of  her  Maje»t^*8 
ebipi  and  vessels  on  the  Eaat-Iadia  aud  China  station 

"  OPERATIONS  AT  CANTON. 

Niger,  at  Oantov,  Nov,  U,  1856. 

*'SlB»— In  the  sixth  pamgmph  of  my  general  letter,  Ko.  Dl,  of  the 
15th  nit.,  I  alluded  to  the  Chinese  authorities  having  a  few  days  pre* 
Tiously  forcihly  seized  the  imti  ve  crew  ol  a  loroha  under  English  ooloan, 

and  that  I  had  demanded  redress. 

**2.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  Sth  oi  October  the 
loroha  Arrow,  with  a  oolonial  le^ter  from  the  governor  of  Hongkong, 
was  boarded  while  at  anchor  at  Canton  by  a  Chinese  ofiScer  and  a  party 
nf  soldiers,  who,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  the  master,  an 
Englishman,  seized  twelve  of  her  crew,  bound  and  carried  them  away, 
and  hauled  down  the  British  flag.  Her  Majesty's  consul  afterwards 
remonstrated  with  the  oiiicer  wiio  had  seized  the  meu,  but  without 
^Awt. 

**  8.  This  outrage  was  immediately  brought  to  the  notioe  of  the 
Imperial  High  CommissioDer  by  Mr.  Parkes,  her  Majesty's  consnly^iAo 
required  the  twelve  men  to  be  returned  to  the  Arrwo  by  the  same 
officer  who  had  carried  them  awr\y  ;  that  an  apology  should  be  made, 
and  an  assurance  given  that  the  British  flag  should  in  future  be 
respected.  Theur  lordships  will,  however,  obsierve,  on  perusing  the 
doounients  whioh  aooompany  this  despateh,  that  .although  the  twdve 
men  were  eventually  sent  back,  it  was  not  in  the  pobho  maimer  tn 
which  they  had  been  cazried  away,  and  all  appearance  ol  an  apology 
was  pointedly  avoided. 

"4.  On  the  11th  of  October  this  unpleasant  occurrence  was  officially 
reported  to  me  by  ^  John  Bowring,  her  Majesty's  plenipotentiary  in 


Digilizeu  by  Coogle 


■ 


VIBSX  BOMBAKnWKTO  OV  TSH's  YAMVS. 


2Sd 


China,  and  his  Excellency  suggested  that  the  seizure  of  an  imperial 
junk  would  probably  produce  the  desired  reparation.  I  accordingly 
directed  Commodore  the  Hon.  C.  G.  J.  B.  Elliot,  of  bor  Majesty's  ship 
JSgibiUe,  lenior  officer  in  the  Oanton  river,  to  carry  out  Sir  JoSm  Bow- 
ring's  suggeetioD^  and  I  despatched  the  Barracouta,  steam  sloop,  and 
Coramandel,  tender,  to  affoitL  him  the  means  of  doing  so.  A  junk  was 
seized,*  but  it  led  to  nothing.  I  then  sent  her  Majesty's  steam  friorates 
Encounter  a,nd  Sampson  to  join  the  commodore  (the  former  to  lie  off  the 
factory),  in  the  hope  that  the  presence  of  such  ao  imposin^^  force 


our  demands,  Imt  his  Bxoellency  appeared  determined  on  resistsnoe. 

**  5.  At  this  period  Mr.  Parkes  proceeded  to  Hongkong,  to  oonsnlt 

with  Sir  John  Bowring  and  myself  an  to  the  best  measures  of  compul- 
sion to  be  adopted,  and  we  all  considered  that  the  seizure  of  the  defences 
of  the  city  of  Canton  would  be  the  most  judicious,  both  as  a  display  of 
power  without  the  sacridce  of  life  and  of  our  determination  to  enforce 


moderation  is  oonsidered  l)j  the  offioials  only  as  an  evidenoe  of  weak* 
ness. 

**  6.  I  immediately  moved  the  Calcutta  above  the  Bogue  forts,  as 
high  up  as  her  draught  of  water  permitted,  aud  on  the  morning  of  the 
23rd  October,  proceeded  on  board  the  Coromandel  steam-tender  for 
Canton,  .with  the  Aunpfon  and  Barraoowla  in  company,  and  thedetaeih- 
ments  m  rojal  marines  and  boats'  crews  of  her  Majesty's  ships  OaieiUUt, 
Winii^iiter,  and  MiUem,  and  the  boats  of  the  SyhUle,  with  the  commo* 
dore.  On  approaching  the  Blenheim  Reach  I  diverted  the  Sampson 
and  a  portion  of  our  force  up  the  Macao  passage,  to  prevent  the  Chinese 
from  Btopping  up  the  channel,  and  to  capture  the  Blenheim  Fort.  I 
then  went  on  with  the  Coromandel  and  Barracouta  to  the  four  barrier 
ibrts,  ahont  five  miles  helow  the  city.  Anofaoring  the  two  steamers 
above  the  forts,  I  despatched  the  boats  and  took  possession  of  them. 
An  ill-judged  attempt  at  resistance  from  two  of  the  forts,  which  fired 
on  our  ships  and  boats,  resulted  in  the  death  of  five  Cliinese  soldiers. 
There  were  about  150  guns,  from  one  foot  bore  to  four-pounders. 

"7.  I  now  directed  Commauder  Fortescue,  in  the  Barracouta,  to 
IbUow  the  Sampson,  and  having  spiked  Die  ^^s,  destroyed  the  car* 
rii^s  and  ammunition,  and  burnt  the  bnildings  in  the  forts,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Canton,  where  I  arrived  at  2  P.M.,  and  learned  that  the  boats 
from  the  Sampson  and  Bai-racouia  bad  taken  quiet  possession  of  tho 
Blenheim  Fort,  and  also  of  Macao  Fort,  a  veiy  strong  position  on  an 
island  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  mounting  eighty-six  guns,  which  I 
liave  garrisoned,  and  shall  retain,  fbr  the  present. 

'<8.  Her  Majesty's  consul,  hj  mj^Ureotion,  immediately  informed 
the  High  Commissioner  of  ray  arrival,  and  of  tiie  aggressive  measures 
which  he  had  compelled  me  to  take  in  consequence  of  his  refusal  to 
redress  the  wrong  committed  by  his  officers ;  also  that  I  should  con- 


"*  This  vessel  was  afterwards  proved  to  be  private  property,  and 
^r»s  therefore  released. 


U 


Digitized  by  Google 


290 


CHIKA. 


tinue  such  proceedings  until  reparation  sbould  be  made.  His  Excel- 
lenc^'s  reply  was  very  unsatisfactory. 

9.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  I  landed  a  portion  of  the  mnrinee 
to  aid  the  detaohments  from  the  S^hUU  and  Afieounter,  already  at 
CSftntOD,  in  the  protection  of  the  factory,  and  proceeded  in  the  CorO' 
TTiandel  to  join  the  Barracouta,  oflF  Macao  Fort.  Then,  at  a  precon- 
certed sigoai,  the  Bird's  Nest  Fort,  nioiinting  thirty-five  guns,  and  a. 
small  fort  opposite  the  city,  whicii  might  have  annoyed  the  factory, 
wwe  t^wk  without  opposition,  as  wem  raheeqiiently  the  Sb«iiiia 
Porto,  at  the  head  of  the  Ma<»o  Piimgo.  The  whole  of  tho  gimo 
were  rendered  unserviceable,  and  the  ammunition  destroyed^ 

10,  As  the  state  of  affairs  now  appeared  so  very  unpromising,  I 
considered  it  advisable  to  take  effectual  measures  for  the  protection  of 
the  fnctory.  The  remainder  of  the  royal  marines  and  a  body  of  small- 
am  mon  wm,  therelbve^  landed ;  admnoed  posto  and  field-pieoea  were 
ataAkmod  at  all  the  aaiaihble  polnH  barrioaidet  ^rown  aeron  the 
atveets,  and  the  boats  kept  vigilant  watoh  to  guard  against  theapproach 
of  fire-rafts  and  attacks  by  water.  The  execution  of  this  important 
duty  I  intrusted  to  Captain  W.  K.  Hall,  C.B,,  my  flag-captain,  whose 
ze<al  and  activity  throughout  the  whole  of  the  operations  I  cannot  too 
highly  oommand.  The  wnl  marines  wm  in  <diaige  of  Captaia  P, 
Piemraie,  of  her  Hajeity'a  ship,  Wmckmiet,  who  8lu>wed  great 
ability  and  promptttndt. 

Captain  Cowper,  royal  engineers,  who  had  been  sent  fi-om  Hong- 
kong to  afford  me  the  benefit  of  his  professional  experience,  was  of 
great  assistance  in  pointing  out  and  remedying  the  weak  points  in  our 
position. 

''A  body  of  Amariean  oAoen^  seaumn,  and  marfifee^  under  Oom- 

mander  Foote,  of  the  United  States'  corvette^  pMimmA,  provided  for 

the  interests  of  the  American  community. 

"11.  On  the  25th  I  took  possession  of  the  Dutch  Folly,  a  fort  with 
fifty  guns,  on  a  small  island  opposite  the  city,  where  I  afterwards  placed 
a  body  oif  140  officers  and  men,  under  Commander  Holland,  of  the 
OakmUa.  All  detooa  of  the  dty  being  now  in  our  hands,  I  considered 
the  High  Commissioner  would  see  the  necessity  of  submission,  and  I 
directed  Mr.  Parkes  to  write  and  state  that  when  his  Excellency  should 
be  prepared  to  arrange  the  points  in  dispute  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  X 
would  desist  from  further  operations ;  but  the  reply  did  not  answer 
expectations. 

"An  altaek  wai  aiada  a*  13.80  Y.if.  by  »  body  of  troopi^  sapporled 
by  a  much  larger  ftrea^  whibh  ooeupied  the  alraats  bt  the  rear.  Mr. 

Consul  Parkes  was  on  the  spot  at  the  time,  and  warned  them  to  retire, 
but  ineffectually.  The  guard  of  royal  marines,  in  charge  of  Captain 
Penrose,  then  drove  them  back,  with  a  loss,  as  we  understand,  of  fourteea 
killed  and  wounded. 

12.  Tbo  8€tb,  beng  Sunday,  waa  obasrved  aa  a  day  of  rest. 
'*  13.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  caused  anouier  letter  to  bo 
written  to  the  High  Commissioner,  to  the  effect  that  as  satisfaction  bad 
not  been  offered  for  the  affair  of  the  ArroWf  I  should  resume  offensive 
operations;  and  his  Excellency  having^  by  his  illegal  measures  and 
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Merminaiion  to  refuse  reparation,  produced  this  display  ai  farce,  1 

concurred  in  opinion  with  Sir  John  Bowrin^  that  this  was  a  fitting 
opportunity  for  requiring  the  fulfilment  of  long-evaded  treaty  obliga- 
tions ;  and  I  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  original  demands^  instructed 
Mr.  Purkes  to  make  the  following  oommimloatioii : — 

"'HhsA,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  evils  like  the  wmm/t,  wbUdi 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  disregard  paid  by  the  Imperial  Com- 
missioner to  the  repeated  applications  for  redress  and  satisfaction  made 
to  him  by  letter  ia  the  matter  of  the  Aji'Ow  by  her  Majesty's  plenipo- 
tentiary and  the  consul — writing,  in  consequence  of  the  closing  of  the 
dty  to  foreigners,  being  the  onlymnami  of  eoninwmltiatiop*— I  demanded 
for  all  foreiffn  repraentativee  m  same  free  access  to  the  aathorities 
and  mty  of  Canton  (where  all  the  Chineie  high  officials  reside)  aa 
is  enjoyed  under  trea^  at  the  other  lour  portfl^  and  denied  to  ns  at 
Canton  alone.* 

''No  reply  having  been  made,  I  determined  to  open  fire  on  the 
High  Commissioner's  oomponnd  (the  Yamnn)  a  large  space  of  ground 
"wiuiin  the  old  city,  sarronnded  by  a  high  waU,  whuh  oontaine  hia 

Bzoellency's  resideniw^  and  is  consequently  Government  property. 

Accordingly,  at  1  P.M.,  the  first  shot  was  fired  from  the  10-inch 
pivot  gun  of  the  Encounter,  and,  at  inter\'als  of  from  five  to  ten 
minutes,  the  fire  was  kept  up  from  that  gun  till  snnmt.  The  Barra- 
eouta  at  the  same  time  shelled  the  troops  on  the  hills  behind  Gough's 
B*ort|  in  the  rear  of  the  city,  from  a  podtleii  she  had  taken  up  at  tibe 
head  of  Sulphur  Creelc. 

"A  proclamation  was  this  day  issned,  under  the  High  Commissioner's 
own  seal,  and  placarded  publicly,  olferinG^  a  reward  of  thirty  dollai*8  for 
the  head  of  every  Englishman.  Ooe  of  the  originals  is  in  possession 
of  her  Majesty's  oonsul.  Nearly  all  the  Chinese  servants  now  quitted 
the  footory. 

"A  detachment  of dghteen  gunners  of  royal  artillery,  under  Capt. 
Guy  Rotton,  joined  me.  I  stationed  them  at  finft  in  the  DntA  JFoUy, 
where  they  performed  good  service. 

"14.  No  change  having  taken  place  in  the  aspect  of  affiiirs  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  27  th,  I  resumed  operations  on  the  following  day  from  the 
IKiteh  FoHy,  where  I  plaoed  in  position  two  af  the  Jiiesiwiiii'^sW-ponnder 
gnns.  I  had  ptevioiMly  given  the  faHest  warning  to  the  inhabitanta 
in  the  vicinity  to  remove  their  persons  and  property  (Capt.  H all  havincr 
landed  twice  for  that  purpose),  in  which  occupation  they  were  engaged 
during  the  whole  of  the  night.  I  began  firing  shortly  after  noon,  my 
object  being  to  open  a  clear  passage  to  the  wall  of  the  city.  This  was 
materially  nntbered  by  a  conllagvatlon  of  a  large  portion  of  the  honsea 
in  onr  line  of  attaekiWhieh  opened  the  wiJl  to  oar  idewr  leaasedflfiag 
at  sunset. 

"  Captain  the  Hon.  Keith  iStewart,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Nankin, 
joined  me  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  with  140  of  his  crew  and  two 
field-pieces.  Sixty-five  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States'  corvette 
LeimU  alio  arrived,  to  proteet  Ameiiean  intonaU^  making  their  total 
force  140  officers  and  men,  nnder  OooBmaadert  Foota  and  Smith. 

"15.  Oarftnng*  reopened  earlier  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  than 
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was  iotended,  owin?  to  an  appearance  as  if  guns  had  been  mounted  on 
the  city  wall  during  the  night.  At  11  A.lf.  CommaDder  W.  T.  Bate 
and  Mr.  C.  G.  Johnson,  acting  maiter,  late  of  the  Bittern,  having  ascer- 
tained, by  personal  examination  and  at  considerable  risk,  the  praetica- 
bility  of  the  breach,  the  force  jjarticularized  in  the  enclosed  return  was 
told  off  for  the  assault^  under  the  oommand  of  Ck>minodore  the  Hon. 
G.  Elliot. 

*' The  landing  was  effected  at  2  p.m.,  and  the  men,  having  formed, 
were  at  onee  led  to  the  attack  (aocompatiied  hj  two  fieU-pieees  in 
charge  of  LleuteoaDts  Bushnell  and  Twysden),  the  seamen  by  the 

commodore,  Captain  the  Hon.  Keith  Stewart,  and  Commanders  Bate 
and  Holland ;  the  Royal  Marines  by  Captains  P.  C.  Penrose  and  11. 
Boyle.  Tlie  way  was  most  gallantly  shown  by  Commander  Bate, 
whom  I  observed  alone,  waving  an  ensign  on  the  top  of  the  breach. 
The  parapet  of  the  wall  waa  immediately  afterwards  corered  with  the 
marines  and  seamen,  who,  divei^ng  to  the  left  and  rights  had  with  I  u 
ten  minutes  complete  possession  of  the  defeooee  between  two  of  the 
gates,  with  the  field-pieces  in  the  breach. 

**  Captain  Penrose,  on  gaining  the  wall,  hastened  to  the  gate  on  the 
right,  on  which  he  hoisted  a  small  fli^,  to  show  its  position  to  Captain 
Hall,  who  then  promptly  landed  with  the  boats'  crews  of  the  Cateuttm 
and  Barmeouta,  and,  having  pushed  his  way  through  the  streeta  to  {he 
dty  gate,  quickly  efiected  an  entrance,  with  the  assistance  of  Com> 
mander  Fortescue,  Lieut.  G.  C.  Fowler,  my  flag-lieutenant^  Captain 
Botton,  Royal  Artillery,  and  four  gunners  of  that  corps. 

"The  gate  was  then  blown  to  ])ieccs,  and  the  archway  partially  de- 
■iioyed,  by  two  laige  chaigea  of  guiipowd«r. 

"Little  opposition  was  offiwed  by  the  Chinese  troops  (though  the 
guns  were  loaded  on  the  parapet)  beyond  keeping  up  a  scattered  and 
desultory  fire  from  the  streets  and  houses,  by  which  we  snstained  a  loss 
of  three  private  marines  killed  and  11  men  wounded.  Tlie  wounded 
were  conveyed  to  the  Dutch  Folly,  where  they  received  every  atten- 
tion from  Br.  C.  A.  Andenon,  ataff-eargeon  of  the  flag-ship,  and 
AMistant-snrgeon  Newton,  of  the  BiUem, 

"I  had  the  satisfaction  of  entexliig  the  city  fhrough  the  gate  soon 
after  its  passage  had  been  secured  ;  and,  accompanied  by  the  commo- 
dore, her  Majesty's  consul,  and  a  portion  of  the  force,  1  visited  and 
inspected  the  house  and  premises  of  the  High  Commissioner.  We  re- 
emiwrked  at  mmset^  and  the  officers  and  men  were  returned  to  tii«r 
respective  quarters;  my  object^  which  was  to  show  his  Excelleney  that 
I  had  the  power  to  enter  the  city,  having  been  fully  accomplished. 

"Before  the  landing  took  place  I  assembled  tlie  officers,  nnd  urLfentW 
impressed  upon  them  (as  I  had  previously  done  by  written  ordei)  the 
necessi^  of  restraining  the  men  from  molesting  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  the  Inhabitants,  confining  warlike  opemlbns  against  the  troops 
only ;  and  I  have  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  forhearance  and 
good  conduct  of  the  aeamen  and  marines.  No  straggling  took  place, 
and  when  the  orders  were  given  to  re-embark,  the  men  returned  to 
their  boats  with  regularity  and  despatch. 


Digitized  by  Google 


FIBfiT  BOMBABDXBHT  OF  TSH'S  TAHUN. 


293 


"About  5  P.M.  A  second  fire  broko  out  in  the  euburbi,  bordering 

on  the  first  one,  which  consumed  a  larg-e  Dumber  of  houses. 

**16.  At  dayliirht  on  the  30tJi  it  was  discovered  that  the  breach  had 
been  filled  up  during  the  night  with  sandbags  and  timber  ;  a  few  shots, 
however,  soon  cleared  it  again,  as  well  as  on  the  morniogs  of  the  ^Ist 
and  the  1st  of  November. 

"17.  I  now  judged  it  expediemt  personally  to  address  the  High 
Coinmissioner,  in  the  hope  of  inducing  him  to  accede  to  our  demands. 
I  ]iointed  out  that  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  were  occasioned  by 
his  refusal  to  aflPord  reparation  in  the  case  of  the  Arrow  ;  that  the  city 
of  Canton  was  at  my  mercy  ;  and  that  it  was  in  his  power,  by  an  im- 
mediate oonsultation  idth  me,  to  terminate  a  state  of  afiHirs  so  likely 
to  lead  to  the  most  serioas calamities.  His  Excellency's  reply  coDBisted 
of  a  resume  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Parkes  ;  he  defended  his  conduct,  aod 
intimated  that  he  had  already  appointed  his  deputy  to  consult  with 
me.    (This  was  an  officer  of  very  inferior  rank  to  my  own.) 

*'I  sent  an  immediate  answer,  and  informed  the  High  Commissioner 
that  nnlesR  I  reeeived  an  ezplioit  assurance  of  hit  assent  to  what  I  had 
proposed,  I  should  at  once  resume  operations.  I  added  that  the  deli- 
beration with  which  I  had  eo  far  proceeded  should  have  convinced  his 
Excellency  of  my  reluctance  to  vi«it  the  consequences  of  his  acts  on  the 
inhabitants  of  Canton  ;  but  that  should  he  persist  in  liis  present  ]>olicy, 
he  would  be  responsible  for  the  result,  and  would  learn,  when  too  late, 
that  we  had  the  power  to  execute  what  we  undertook.  His  Excellency 
rejoined,  on  the  ord  of  November,  and,  after  recapitulating  his  former 
correspondence,  avoided  touching  on  the  subject  of  our  demands. 

"  18.  Fears  being  entertained  that  the  Chinese  would  set  fire  to  the 
liouses  round  the  factory  to  insure  its  destruction,  a  party  was  em- 
ployed for  three  days  in  pulling  down  such  houses  as  were  neces- 
sary to  our  safety,  leaving  an  open  space  between  the  town  and 
the  factory.  One  of  the  rows  of  houses,  called  'Hog  Lane,'  penetrated 
the  whole  length  between  two  of  the  factories,  and  had  long  been  a 
source  of  disquiet  to  the  mercantile  community.  The  officer  com- 
manding the  troops  at  Hongkonr,'  subsequently  sent  me  a  company  of 
gun  Lascars  to  clear  away  the  dcbHs. 

''Gaptdn  Thomas  Wilson  arrived  on  the  81st  with  ninety  oflSoen 
and  seamen  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Wiw^ter. 

"  19.  As  the  Chinese  boats  continued  to  furnish  supplies  to  cur  ships 
during  the  operations,  I  considered  it  of  great  importance  to  inform 
the  public  of  the  nature  of  our  grievances,  the  more  particularly  as 
various  placards  had  been  issued  by  the  government  with  a  view  to 
<!xcite  enmity  against  ns.  I  theiefiMre  had  copies  of  my  letters  to  the 
High  Commissioner  printed,  and  CSaptain  Hall  distributed  them  from 
hip  boat.  They  were  eagerly  sought  for.  Mr*  Parker  also  promnl* 
gated  ajv^cls  of  tlie  whole  affair. 

"20.  At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  November,  I 
commenced  a  slow  fire  ou  the  Government  buildings  in  the  Tartar  city, 
and  at  Gough^s  Fort,  from  the  Encounter,  Sampson,  and  the  Dutch 
Folly,  and  continued  it  till  5  p.m.  At  midnight  an  explosion  took 
place  in  a  small  boat  inserted  under  the  platform  of  the  dub-honse. 
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where  the  seamen  and  marines  are  lodged.  It  was  evidently  intended 
to  Mow  up  and  set  fire  to  the  buildiDg.  Fortunately,  it  did  no  damage 
beyond  slightly  burning  one  of  the  sentriei.  All  the  Chinese  boats 
which  had  heretofoire  Iwen  allowed  to  remain  unmoleeted  round  the 

factory  ?ea-w;ill  -were  now  driven  away. 

**2l.  Being  most  anxious  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  further  coercive 
measures,  I  again  addressed  the  High  Commissioner  on  the  3rd,  but,  as 
he  could  not  be  brought  to  entertain  the  justice  of  our  demands,  I  was 
eompeUed  to  Te<«pen  fire  on  the  4tb,  and  again  on  the  5tli,  from  one  of 
the  Sampson*8  68-pounders,  mounted  in  the  Dutch  Folly.  It  was  prin* 
cipally  directed  at  a  fortification  crowning  a  hill  in  the  rear  of  the  city, 
hitherto  considered  impregnable  ;  but,  although  an  extreme  range, 
several  shells  burst  within  the  works,  the  effects  of  which  must  have 
undeceived  the  authorities  as  to  their  supposed  security  in  that  position. 

22.  On  the  5th  inst.  I  receiTed  information  that  an  attack  was  in- 
tended to  be  made  on  our  ships  and  the  &ctory,  and  that  twenty  three 
warjunks  were  at  anchor  below  the  Dutch  FoUy,  protected  by  the 
French  Folly  fort,  niotmting  twenty  «ix  heavy  guns.  Captain  Hall 
having  ascertained  the  correctness  of  the  statement  about  the  junks,  I 
directed  Commodore  l!lUiot  to  take  the  Barracouta,  Coromandel,  and  the 
ships'  boats^  and  either  disperse  or  capture  them.  The  narrow  channel 
havuig  been  buoyed  by  Commander  Bate,  at  daylight  of  the  the 
JBarrSeouta  prooeedod,  followed  by  the  Coromandel  with  a  detachment 
of  royal  marines,  and  towing  the  ships*  boats.  Commander  Fortescue 
anchored  his  ship  about  800  yards  above  the  French  Folly,  and  witliin 
200  yards  of  the  nearest  junks,  which  were  perfectly  prepared  for  attack, 
aud  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  As  the  Ciiiucse  were  observe  training 
and  pointing  their  guns,  tho  BarraetmUi  was  obliged  to  open  fire  firom 
her  bow  pivot-gun  to  check  their  deliberate  arrangements,  before  her 
broadside  could  be  brought  to  bear.  A  most  animated  fire  was  returned 
instantly  by  the  junks  and  forts  from  more  than  150  guns,  which  was 
maintained  with  great  ppirit  for  at  least  thirty-five  minutes;  but 
when  the  ship  was  sprung,  her  grape  and  canister,  with  the  aid  of  the 
boats  in  dka^  of  Capt&  Thomas  Wilson,  which,  pulling  in,  opened 
a  most  effactire  fire,  soon  drore  the  people  ont  of  the  junks.  The 
SarracotUa  was  then  enabled  to  give  her  undivided  attention  to 
the  fort,  and,  having  silenced  it.  Captain  Hall  pulled  in  and  took  pos- 
session. The  guns  and  ammunition  were  destroyed.  Two  3 2 -pounders 
in  the  Dutch  Foil}-,  whence  I  had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
engagement,  greatly  assisted  the  Muiracoula  by  the  excellence  of  their 
fire. 

"Many  of  the  jnnks  being  agronndj  and  others  sunk  by  our  shot, 
they  were  all  consequently  burnt,  except  the  admiral's  ship,  which 
was  brought  off.  Only  two  escaped^  and  one  of  them  was  afterwards 
burnt  by  Captain  H.dl. 

''I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men 
engaged  on  this  service,  especially  of  Commander  Fortesott^  his  officers, 
and  ship's  company,  under  the  lisaTy  fire  to  which  ihtf  were  exposed* 
Commander  Fortesone  mentions  the  gallant  condoot  of  Lieut.  W.  K, 
Bush,  senior  lieutenant  of  the  JBmraconia,  The  commodore  has  also 
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Inroiiglit  to  my  notice  tbe  oool  ooange  ol  Liontenaiit  H.  H.  BeBmitb, 

of  my  flagship,  in  canying  out  an  ancbor  during  the  heaviest  of  the 

fire,  to  enable  the  Barracouta  to  spring  her  broadside. 

"  I  am  happy  to  state  that  our  loss  only  amounted  to  tine  seaman,  of 
the  Calcutta^  killed  in  Lieutenant  Beamish's  boat,  and  four  mea 
wounded,  on  board  the  BatTacouta, 

"28.  Her  majesty's  steam  ship  Nigtr  anriTed  on  the  7ih  from 
England;  and  officers  and  seamen  from  the  Frenoh  firigate  Vwgmie 
came  up  to  the  ^tory  to  protect  French  interests. 

"  24.  At  4  A.M.  on  the  Sth  a  bold  attempt  was  made  to  destroy 
our  ships  with  fire-rafts.  Four  were  sent  down  by  the  tide  ;  one  was 
anchored  close  ahead  of  the  Bairacmita,  and,  but  for  the  promptitude 
with  whieh  her  oMe  was  slipped,  might  have  heen  prodnoUw  of  dis- 
astrous ooosequenoes.  One  raft  burnt  at  her  anchor,  the  others  drifted 
clear  to  leeward.  To  prevent  a  similar  occurrence,  I  caused  a  line  ol 
junks  to  be  drawn  across  the  river,  both  above  and  lielow  the  squadron. 
One  of  the  junks  in  the  upper  boom  was  burnt  by  a  stinkpot,  thrown 
on  board  on  the  morning  uf  the  12th,  and  two  lire- boats  exploded 
alongside  the  Niger  at  9  A.M.  on  the  13th.  This  led  to  all  boats, 
with  which  the  river  Is  thronged,  being  ordeted  beyond  the  lines 
junks. 

"25.  Between  the  Sth  and  12th  of  November  the  consul  received 
three  deputations  from  the  principal  merchants  and  gentry  of  Canton, 
who  seemed  anxious  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  present  disas- 
trous state  of  affairs.  They  were  obliged  to  admit  that  our  demands 
were  not  unreasonable ;  but  that  such  was  the  inflexibility  of  the  Bigh. 
Commissioner's  character,  they  feared  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt 
to  alter  his  expressed  determination  not  to  admit  our  representatiTO 
into  the  city.  Tbey  denied  tbe  accusation  made  by  the  High  Commis- 
sioner, th.it  he  had  been  compelled  by  clamour  to  offer  a  reward  for  our 
headii,  aud  loud  y  expressed  their  disapprobation  at  it.  Even  if  they 
have  the  dispositioa  to  settk  this  dispute  in  our  lavoar,  I  fear  tbey 
lack  the  power  to  do  so. 

**  26.  Stiennotis  efforts  having  been  made,  without  effect,  to  compel  a 
compliance  with  our  demands,  Sir  John  P.owring,  on  the  Sth,  submitted 
that  the  next  step  should  be  the  destruction  of  the  ]iogue  Forts.  Con- 
curring in  this  opinion,  I  informed  the  High  Commissioner  that  unles.s 
he  submitted  within  2i  hours  I  should  resume  hostile  measures.  I 
waited  more  than  the  stipulated  time>  and  proceeded  in  the  JSneomnier 
below  the  Bogue  Forts  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th,  leaving  the 
Sampson  and  Niger,  with  Commodore  Elliot,  to  protect  the  factory.  I 
found  there  the  Calcutta  (in  which  I  re-hoisted  my  flag),  Nankin, 
Banacouta,  Hornet  (just  arrived  from  Shanghai),  and  Coromandel 
tender. 

On  the  following  mominff  I  sent  a  summons  to  tbe  chief  mandarin 
to  deliver  up  the  forts  tiHthe  Viceroy's  conduct  could  be  submitted  to  the 
Emperor  of  China,  pledging  myself  that  the  forts  should  remain  uninj  ured 
and  be  given  back  when  the  present  differences  shall  be  terminated. 

This  being  refused,  the  squadron  then  attacked  the  two  Wantung  Island 
Furls  from  the  Bj  emer  Channel  side,  and  they  were  taken  possession  of 
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"bj  boatt  aad  royal  mwrinea  after  a  ooatiderabia,  thoogli  fll-dhreeted 
rediUnce,  of  about  an  hour.    These  forts  were  fully  mannedy  bad 

Upwaixls  of  200  guns  mounted,  and  were  found  stronger  than  wheii 
captured  in  1841.  The  Chinese  troops  stood  to  their  guns  up  to  the 
moment  our  men  entered  the  embrasures.  Tlie  mand.irina  had  boat?* 
in  readiness  to  faciiiUile  their  own  escape,  leaviug  their  unfortunate 
fiiUowerSy  who  rushed  ioto  the  water  until  they  were  assured  of  their 
safety  by  the  efforts  made  to  sa^e  them.  They  were  afterwards  landed 
on  the  main. 

"One boy  killed  and  four  men  wounded,  on  board  the  Nanltin,  were, 
happily,  the  extent  of  our  casualties,  though  stinkpots  were  freely  thrown 
at  those  who  first  entered  the  forts. 

"  On  the  13th  the  Annunghoy  Forts,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bogne 
entrance,  mounting  together  210  guns^  were  similaily  attached  and 
taken,  and,  thou(S^  some  resistanoe  was  ofoed^  I  am  thankfhl  to  state 
without  a  casualty  on  our  f?ide. 

**  27.  The  command  of  the  river  being  now  in  our  hands,  I  have  no 
operation  in  immediate  contemplation  beyond  the  security  and  main- 
tenance of  our  position  ;  and  it  will  remain  with  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  determine  whether  the  present  opportunity  shall  be  made 
available  to  enforoe  to  their  full  extent  the  treaty  stipulations  which 
tiie  Canton  goTemment  has  hitherto  been  allowed  to  evade  with 
impunity. 

"  28.  I  have  to  express  my  entire  approval  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  series  of  laborious  operations  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  undertshe.  From  the  commodore,  captains,  and 
oommandlers  I  have  received  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  assistance, 
and  their  example  has  influenced  the  officers  and  men*  I  have  already 
mentioned  the  officers  who  have  brought  themselves  prominently  into 
notice.. 

"  The  health  of  the  men  is  remarkably  good  ;  and  the  squadreu 
continues  in  an  efficient  state  for  any  further  service. 

"  29.  During  the  whole  of  my  proceedings  I  have  received  the  most 

oordial  support  of  the  British  and  foreign  communities,  from  their 
confidence  that  future  benefit  must  be  the  result.  Her  Majesty's 
consul  has  rendered  me  the  most  valuable  assistance,  particolarly 
from  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  ChiiuKe  language. 

"My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Commauders  Foote  and  Smith, 
commanding  the  United  States*  naval  forces,  for  the  good  order  and 
harmony  they  have  so  largely  contributed  to  preserve  during  the 
present  crisis. 

**30.  I  have  endeavoured,  as  briefly  as  its  high  importance  will 
permit,  to  l.ay  befure  their  lordships  every  particular  connected  with 
my  proceedings.  The  original  cause  of  dispute,  though  comparatively 
trming,  has  now,  from  the  injurious  policy  pursued  by  the  Imperial 
High  Commissioner,  assumed  so  very  grave  an  aspect  as  to  threaten 
the  existence  of  amicable  relations  :is  regards  Canton. 

*' Though  I  bhall  continue  to  take  stepj<,  in  conjunction  with  her 
Mi^esty's  plenipotentiary,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  bring  matters  to 
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a  successful  termination,  I  shall  be  most  anxious  to  receive  the  iostruC' 
tioDS  of  her  Majestjr  'sgoveniineot  ou  this  iiuporUnt  question. 

''81.  I  endofle  a  copy  of  a  notice  I  have  bad  imied  to  tke  Britiih 
eommimity  hy  her  Majeity'8  confeuL 

"  I  have,  &c.  M.  Seymour, 

**  Rear- Admiral,  Commander-in-Chief^, 

''Balpb  Osborne,  Esq.,  Admiialty, 
Loudon." 

CHAPTEE  XXV.. 

THE  BOMBABSHENX  OF  CANTON. 

Advanoe  to  GuitonBifer— Flight  of  the  Biver  Popnhtion— The  Ships 
take  up  thdr  positions — Honan — Quarters — Canton  from  the  Honan 

Pack-houses — Arrival  of  the  Troops — The  Mosquitos  and  the 
"Browns" — Church  Service  in  a  Pack-house — A  Peep  from  the 
main-truck  of  the  Nimrod  into  Yeh's  Yamuu — A  lleconnaissance  to 
the  Western  Side  of  Canton — Another  to  the  Eastern  Side— Health 
of  the  Troops— Working  at  the  Batteries — ^Prodaniatione— A 
carded  Mandarin — Plan  of  Attack — Captain  Edgell — ^The  Morning 
of  the  Blockade — ^The  First  Shell — The  Bombardment — Debarcation 
of  the  Troops — Capture  of  the  East  Fort— The  Night  Scene  of  the 
Bombardment — ^The  Morning  of  the  Assaolt — ^The  Walls  and  Forts 
are  taken. 

Canton  Rivbb,  Ike.  19. 

It  is  yet  uncertain  whether  the  siege  of  Canton  will  termi- 
nate in  a  surrender,  an  easy  victory,  or  a  sanguinary  assault. 
But,  whatever  the  event,  it  must  always  be  a  curiosity  in 
the  history  of  megea,  so  I  shall  chronicle  our  proceedings 
from  day  to  day  in  some  detail. 

It  was  on  Saturday,  the  19th  of  December,  that  I  had  my 
£rBt  near  view  of  Canton.  In  the  dark  and  drizzling  night 
of  the  previous  day  I  had  lelb  our  watch  tower  at  Macao 
!Fort  and  steered  right  up  the  reach  towards  that  vast 
suburb  and  those  ruined  Shameen  forts  whereof  we  bad 
taken  so  many  four  mile  distant  surveys  from  the  top  of  the 
pagoda.  We  went  on  and  on  till  the  confused  mass  of 
lights  separated  into  individual  twinkles.  We  were  so  close 
that  I  could  see  a  Cliiuese  lantern  through  the  sight  of  a 
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rifle  when  we  dropped  anchor  and  tlie  sliip  swung  roimd  to 
the  tide.  The  splash  of  oars  and  the  hail  of  tlie  watch,  and 
lights  (lotted  liere  and  there,  told  that  other  ships  were 
around  us  ;  but  nothing  more  of  this  mysterious  enemy's 
country  was  visible  through  the  murky  night.  We  wrapped 
ourselves  in  our  blankets,  and  fell  asleep,  wondering  what  the 
morning's  light  would  show  us. 

Day  dawns — up  sleepers,  up  !  or  the  buckets  of  the  deck- 
washc!*s  will  souse  ye.  We  rub  our  eyes,  and  the  first 
sensation  is  to  expect  to  hear  the  swish  of  a  shower  of  grape. 
We  are  in  the  middle  of  the  hostile  city.  We  are  anchored, 
it  is  true,  off  the  western  point  of  Honan,  just  where  the 
rirer  breaks  into  two  streams  to  form  the  island.  We  look 
down  the  channel  which  divides  Honan  from  Canton.  Bat 
Honan  and  Canton  banks  are  almost  equally  covered  with, 
buildings;  the  Qhannel  is  not  really  three  hundred  yards  wide 
— ^it  does  not  appear  to  be  twenty  feet.  A  thin,  meandering 
line  is  all  the  water  we  can  see ;  the  rest  is  covered  by  boats — 
not  boats  nich  as  we  seeonthe  Jsoa,  at  the  bottom  of  Christ 
Chnrch  meadows^  nor  even  barges  snoh  as  we  see  upon  the 
Thames,  Init  shapelessy  honse-like  stmetores.  Some  are  gay, 
dftaanting  flower-boats,  beduened  with  paint,  and  hung  within 
with  lanterns  and  Instrea  Some  are  mandarin  passage  boats, 
with  high  poops  and  elaborate  oarvings.  The  great  mass, 
however,  consists  of  floating  hnts  and  houses  some  two 
stories  high.  The  habitations  of  100,000  people  are  crowded 
in  this  river,  and  give  our  position  the  appearance  I  have 
already  described,  as  being  in  the  very  luidat  of  the  hostile  • 
-city. 

Our  little  squadron  steams  and  fumes  (situated  just  as  if 
we  were  a  dozen  vessels  in  Chelsea  Reach,  and  the  river 
towards  London-bridge  crowded  as  I  have  said),  and  the 
Cruiser^  in  obedience  to  a  signal  from  the  Coromandel^ 
detaches  herself,  and  proceeds  into  the  little  thread  of 
■channel.  There  is  a  flutter  and  a  panic  among  the  dwellers 
upon  the  water.  The  outside  boats  cast  off,  and  the  strong 
tide  drifts  them  rapidly  away  before  our  steamer.  How  it 
happens  that  the  channel  is  not  hopelessly  blocked,  we 
cannot  imagine.  But  the  current  is  very  swift ;  down  they 
go^  and  the  channel  is  wider  by  their  xemoval.  Then  another 
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tier,  and  another,  and  anotlier  is  detached,  and  the  tide 
sweeps  them  still  more  rapidly  away.  Surely  all  Canton  is 
going  to  vanish  down  the  river.  Houses  that  looked  firmly 
established  on  the  land  detach  themselves  slowly,  and  then 
6ead  off.  Give  them  time — ^why  should  we  hurry  these  poor 
peopled  An  liour^  and  an  hour,  and  the  channel  suburb 
of  Canton  has  removed  itself  without  molestation  or  injnrj. 
They  are  gone  to  seek  a  safer  shelter  in  the  numerous  cveekB 
which  the  Chineae  only  know.  Perhaps  some  of  them  are 
gone  round  to  the  back  of  the  city.  If  so^  I  ter  we  shall 
liave  to  disturb  them  once  more  ;  but  there  are  thousands  of 
backwaters  and  ditches  and  canals  in  which  they  can  find 
safe  habitation. 

And  now  the  channd  is  dear.  We  have  an  nnintemipted 
view  along  it.  It  is  not  nearly  so  wide  as  the  Thames  at 
Wapping,  and  moreoTer  there  are  no  bridges  to  intemipt 
the  line  of  sight ;  bat  the  buildings  on  each  side  are  mnch 
of  the  same  character  as  those  at  Wapping  and  Kotherhithe 
— the  warehouses  of  Honan  on  the  right,  the  low  buildings 
of  Canton  on  the  left.  About  half  a  mile  up  there  is  a  wide 
interval,  covered  only  with  heaps  of  building  iiibbish,  having 
no  structure  standing  but  a  newly-built  Chinese  gateway — 
a  sort  of  triumphal  arch,  whereon  is  writ  in  Chinese  cha- 
racters, "  The  site  of  Hog  Lane."  Beyond  this  interval,  as 
large  or  larger  than  the  Temple-gardens — an  interval  which 
will  be  readily  recognized  as  the  location  of  the  destroyed 
factories — thei'e  are  ruins.  High,  square,  brick-built  pillars 
start  up  from  the  debris  of  their  fallen  roofs.  These  are  the 
remains  of  the  hongs  and  wareliouses,  battered  or  buried 
during  the  retaliatory  attack  of  the  British  fleet.  A  little 
further  on,  where  the  stream  slightly  widens,  there  is  au 
islet  in  mid-channel.  It  is  covered  with  the  wreck  of 
masonry.  Stones  and  brickwork  are  lying  about  in  shapeless 
masses;  but  nine  trees,  which  have  survived  the  deed  of 
violence  these  ruins  tell  o^  rise  in  the  insterstices  and  shake 
their  leaves  and  offer  shade.  This  islet  shuts  in  the  view 
and  doses  the  vista.  It  is  the  site  of  the  Batch  'SoMj 
Fort 

The  Cruiser  has  paused  before  the  melting  floatiug  city. 
Now  it  is  gone,  she  passes  on  after  it.   We  watch  her  wiUi 
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intense  anxiety.  Will  our  friend  Yeli  suffer  this  ?  Or  shall  we 
have  the  contents  of  those  two  hundred  guns  which  he  is 
said  to  have  brought  to  bear  upon  this  channel  down  upon 
our  decks  ?   The  excitement  among  the  Chinese  is  not  less 
than  that  among  us.    The  roofs  of  the  houses  are  crowded. 
They  know  that  we  are  not  going  to  fire,  for  onr  proclama- 
.tions  have  told  them  that  until  the  time  given  to  Yeh  has 
expired  we  shall  only  fire  in  defence.     But  the  steamer  is 
nearing  the  Dntch  FoUj,  the  soene  of  the  last  operations,  and 
the  Chinese  spectatoss  are  as  uncertain  as  ve  are  whether 
Yeh  will  allow  the  presenoe  of  a  British  man-K>f-war  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  his  own  yamnn.     Never  do  to-day 
what  you  oan  pat  off  till  to-morrow."  Surely  this  maxim  h 
to  be  found  in  Confuciufl^  for  in  fighting  or  in  yielding  it  is 
a  Chinaman's  only  rule  of  conduct   Yeh,  although  he  has 
rejected  Lord  Elgin's  demands,  is  determined  to  take  his  fbll 
period  of  respita   Not  a  soldier  appears  upon  those  small 
patches  of  the  walls  that  are  not  hidden  by  the  houses^ 
Even  the  guns  are,  as  our  glasses  show  us,  clumsily  concealed 
by  matting  and  wicker  shields.  The  steamer  passes  through, 
and  others  follow.    They  cast  anchor  in  mid-stream,  and 
make  tliemselves  snug  and  conifoi'table,  as  if  they  were  at 
.  Spithead.    Imagine  a  row  of  ships  of  war  moored  stem  and 
/   stern  broadside  on  to  the  shore  at  the  Tower  stairs  and  half 
a  mile  up  and  down  the  stream,  and  you  will  have  some 
idea  of  the  position  of  the  Nimrod,  the  Jloimet,  the  Cruiser^ 
\  the  Bittern,  the  Actrpoii,  and  the  Acorn,    Half  an  hour  after 
i    they  had  anchored,  the  gan-boats  were  running  np  and 
i    down,  and  the  gigs,  and  cutters,  and  dingeys  were  rowing  to 
and  fro,  and  the  Chinamen  were  going  from  boat  to  boat 
with  oranges  and  bananas  for  sale^  as  though  we  had  been 
'\  settled  here  for  a  lifetime. 

Baving  thus  satisfactorily  settled  matters  on  the  river,  let 
us  go  ashore.  Not  to  that  left-hand  shore  to  which  you 
might  jerk  a  biscuit  from  this  poop  now  swinging  to  the 
tide,  for  our  deaths  are  worth  dollars  there.  If  any  accident 
were  to  drift  us  there^  our  heads  would  certainly  be  set  up 
in  company  with  that  of  the  poor  fellow  whose  head  was  oat 
off  in  that  unfortunate  expedition  of  lieutenant  Pym.  To 
repeat  a  bad  pun  made  by  a  friend  at  my  elbow,    it  would 
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not  be.plMflant  promotion  to  become  hndjqf  Ae  9jU$§  on  that" 
fiide  of  the  river.*  On  tbe  Honan  aide  there  are  broad  stone 
landiDg-places  and  ranges  of  varebouses^  which  by  right  of 
conquest,  or  perhapair^e  should  say  by  "  special  occupancy" 
(a  phrase  which  wants  a  situation,  as  the  law  has  just  dis- 
charged it),  belongs  to  us.  There  is  a  small  Union  Jack 
upon  the  roof  of  one  of  these,  and  a  lai'ger  tricolour  upon 
another.    Here,  then,  let  us  land. 

There  is  a  part  of  the  "  *long  shore  "  of  the  borough  of 
Xiambeth  which,  accordiog  to  a  superstition  rife  among 
liondon  cabraeu,  forms  a  short  cut  to  the  Dover  railway. 
The  streets  are  of  a  preternatural  narrowness,  and  zig-zag 
about  at  angles  of  the  greatest  j^ossible  acuteness.  Ware- 
Louse  walls  rise  high  and  vindowless  on  one  side,  and 
wretched  shopi  exude  frowsy  odours  on  the  other  side. 
There  is  a  perpetual  block  of  cabs  and  carts,  a  clamour  of 
angry  voices  of  men  whose  hope  of  catcbiDg  the  train  grows 
fainter  eyecy  moment,  a  jostling  of  pedestrians,  a  Dutch  con- 
cert of  oaths,  and  a  general  mass  of  confusion  closely  packed. 
We  miist  allow  for  some  change  of  circumstances.  SuIk 
stitute  laden  fotigne  parties  for  cabs  and  carts,  rushing 
orderlies  for  impatient  trayellers,  marching  detachments  for 
a  struggling  populace^  and  then  our  borough  waterside 
thoroughfare  will  not  be  unlike  the  new  British  and  foreign 
conquest  on  the  island  of  Honan.  We  are  scarcely  landed 
before  we  are  swept  into  the  tide  of  human  beings  which 
rushes  and  eddies  in  this  narrow  lane.  The  Avarehouses  to 
the  left  are  all  open,  let  us  take  refuge  in  one  of  them.  It 
is  a  strongly  built  brick  building  more  than  two  hundred 
feet  long  by  one  hundred  feet  broad.  At  the  other  end 
there  is  a  doorway  leading  to  the  river,  and  a  loft  divided  off 
into  compartments.  This  storehouse  is  about  thirty  feet 
Ixigh,  and  its  roof  is  supported  by  rows  of  square  brick  pillars. 
It  offers  a  great  area  with  coxnfortable  accommodation  for 
%  numerous  body  of  troops. 

More  than  half  a  mile  of  river  front  is  occupied  by  these 
packhouses ;  and  when  we  have  filled  all  these,  there  are 
plenty  more  upon  the  island.  As  we  visit  several  othera  we 
find  great  stores  of  tea  and  bales  of  English  cotton.  One  is 
already  occupied  bj  a  battalion  of  nuurines.   Nice  beds  <^ 
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junk  matting  have  been  made  up  along  the  sides  of  the 
building,  arms  and  accoutrements  are  hung  upon  the  walls 
and  pillars^  and  in  the  central  parts  of  the  area  the  men  are 
squatting  or  lolling  round  their  cooking  £res  and  frizzling 
their  rations. 

Our  object  in  visiting  these  places  is  to  obtain  a  guide  to 
head-quarter;3.  In  the  narrow  thoroughfare  I  see  liuTidreds 
whom  I  know  ;  but  all  are  in  a  state  of  stnicrgle,  either  on 
dutj  or  looking  for  quarters.  At  last  we  tind  the  place 
where  the  senior  colonel  and  his  brigade-major,  Colonel 
HoUoway  and  Major  Travers,  attended  by  Captain  Ellicf,  the 
colonel's  aide-de-camp,  sit  in  oonclaye — ^the  Minos  and 
Bhadamanthos  of  these  regions.  Let  us  stand  by  a  few 
moments  and  mark  the  curious  scene.  A  knot  of  Chinamen 
are  chin-chinning  Minos— «  kindly-hearted  and  gentle-spoken 

!  Minos.   One  is  complaining  that  some  sailora  have  broken 
into  his  store  of  preserred  ginger,  and  are  not  only  eating 

,  the  excellent  ginger,  but  dmtroying.  In  a  moment  CdoaS 
'^oUoway  giyes  him  a  pass  and  a  gcuordy  and  explains  to  him 
that  if  his  property  is  not  taken  away  in  thir^  hours^  the 
guard  will  be  withdrawn.  So  with  the  owners  of  tea  and 
with  the  proprietor  of  those  cotton  bales,  and  so  with 
the  stolid  owners  of  the  shops  and  minor  storehouses,  all  of 
whom  have  neglected  the  waniiiig  given  them  to  clear  out. 
Fancy  the  addition  which  the  removal  of  these  heavy  goods 
by  a  thousand  Chinese  coolies  must .  make  to  the  confusion 
of  that  narrow  lane  below.  This  is  only  an  item  of  the 
business  done  at  head -quarters.  Fifty  soldiers  come  to  copy 
the  brigade  orders,  which  the  colonel  and  the  major  have 
passed  the  night  in  drawing  out.  Every  moment  some 
officer  reports  himself  Every  minute  some,  to  me  unin- 
telligible difficulty  is  reported,  and  is  solved  by  a  prompt 
sentence  of  command;  By  Jove  !  these  military  men 
get  through  buainesB  quickly.  Our  little  party  is  dismissed 
with  a  wm  and  a  scratch  of  writing,  and  in  two  hours  I 
have  a  small  square  compartment  marked  out  by  bamboo 
sticks,  matting  and  piled  tea-chests,  where,  with  a  chaiTy  a 
table,  and  a  sofa— the  abandoned  household  gods  of  some 
departed  Chinaman — I  establish  myself  in  peace^  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  guns  of  Mr.  Gornn^flsioner  Yeb. 
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Some  of  us  pass  the  rest  of  the  day  on  the  angular  roof 
of  the  highest  pack-house,  and  look  down  on  the  river  and 
the  city.  There  is  nothing  picturesque-  about  the  view  of 
Canton.  No  domes  and  minarets  rise  from  the  mtiss  of 
habitations.  No  lofty  temples,  no  high  monuments,  repre- 
sent historic  memories  and  immortal  jj-spirations.  The  far- 
stretching  dull  level  of  gray  roofs  is  broken  only  bj  the 
square  pawnbrokers'  warehouses  (just  like  the  wardbouses  in 
our  docks) ;  by  the  little  watch-boxes  erected  upon  high 
seafiEbldings  of  bamboo,  and  looking  like  multitudes  of  huge  ' 
pigeon-houses ;  by  a  few  mandarin  poles,  and  by  the  moun- 
tains and  hill  forts  behind  the  city.  Away  to  the  left  this 
plain  of  roo6  stretches  to  the  horizon.  In  the  foreground^ 
almost  at  our  feet,  lie  the  waterside  houses,  almost  hovels, 
and  generally  built  on  piles.  Masked  by  these;,  and  only 
-visibto  on  close  inspeotioD,  are  the  outer  iralls  of  the  dty. 
Kow  and  then  you  can  see  an  embrasure^  and  the  march  of 
a  Chinese  sentry  shows  the  continuity  of  the  wall.  The 
first  discharge  of  the  Chinese  guns  will  topple  down  the 
rickety  buildings,  and  show  the  strength  ot  weakness  of  the 
outworks.  It  will  also,  as  our  naval  friends  take  care  to 
inform  us,  knock  all  our  pack-houses  "  into  a  cocked  hat."  '"N^ 

The  river  swarms  with  gun-boats  all  freighted  with  closely  | 
packed  red-coats — a  terrible  sight  for  the  gazing  crowds  j 
opposite.    These  gun-boats  come  up  at  full  speed,  disembark  1 
their  men  at  the  river  entrance  of  the  proper  pack-house,  ^ 
and  in  half-an-hour  that  pack-house  becomes  a  comfortable 
barracks.    Those  marines,  however,  are  not  so  jolly.    They  \ 
are  fresh  from  England,  with  ruddy  faces  and  sweet  blood  on  \ 
the  surface  of  their  skins.    They  are  turtle  and  venison  to  \ 
the  Chinese  mosquitos.     These   despicable  enemies  have  > 
bunged  up  some  eyes  and  blotched  many  laces.   How  the 
marines  do  swear ! 

A  toilsome  day  brings  a  weary  night.  There  are  all  sorts 
of  ^shares"  about  night  attacks,  mines  under  the  pack- 
houses  fire-rafts,  and  such  like  amenitieB.  But  my  real 
enemies  are  the  mosquitos  and  the  Browns.  Just  as  in- 
tense fivtigue  overcomes  the  mosquito  bites,  I  am  startled  by 
loud  ydces,  which  evwy  half-hour  hdd  this  dialogue  >^ 
Who  0ess  there 
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«  Brown.'' 
^Wliat  Brownt** 
« Mrs.  Brown" 

"  Halt,  Mrs.  Brown ;  advance  one,  and  give  parol." 

Coufuund  this  family  of  Browns  !  It's  a  shame  of  Colonel 
Holloway  to  allow  women  in  u  ])lace  like  this,  and  especially' 
such  a  restless  animal  as  this  Mrs.  Brown,  bhe  has  kept 
2,000  men  awake  all  night. 

At  breaklaiit  next  morning  I  inveighed  indignantly 
against  Mrs.  Brown.  My  messmates,  with  some  merriment, 
insist  that  the  respectable  name  of  Brown  is  not  in  fault. 
I  suppose  I  must  take  their  words  for  it  that  the  dialogue 
runs,  "  Who  goes  there  1  Bounds."  What  rounds  1 " 
"  Visiting  rounds."  "  Halt,  visiting  rounds ;  advance  one, 
and  give  the  paroL"  But  I  could  still  swear  any  Brown's 
life  away  upon  tlie  evidence  of  my  ears. 

-  SUHDATy  Dtc,  20. 

Oonfoflion  has  snbaided  into  a  regulated  bnsy  action.  We 
bad  divine  service  this  morning  in  the  largest  pack-home. 

1,200  marines  made  up  the  congregation.    Colonel  Hooker 

has  induced  his  non-commissioned  officei*s  to  form  a  choir, 
and  the  psalms  were  chanted  in  a  style  that  would  do  credit 
to  St.  Paul's.  There  being  no  provision  for  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  marines  when  brigaded  ashore,  the  admiral 
attended  with  his  cliaplain.  It  was,  I  tliink,  the  most  im- 
pressive religious  service  T  ever  witnessed,  except,  perhaps, 
that  simpler  spectacle  which  preceded  the  battle  of  Fatshan. 
The  only  drawbacks  were,  that  the  ])rincipal  bass  was  oa 
guards  and  the  tea*chest  seats  ever  and  anon  broke  down. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  22. 
Yesterday  and  to-day,  all  day  long,  up  and  down  the  river. 
With  revolvers  in  our  pockets  we  do  not  hesitate  to  trust 
onrselves  to  a  Chinese  sanpan.  These  wretched  boatmen 
are  glad  to  earn  English  sluJiinga^  and  have  not  enterprise 
'enough  for  open  kidnapping.  I  pass  honn  in  watcMng  the 
sappers  and  miners  (twenty-five  of  whom  most  opportunely 
arrived  by  the  mail  steamer)  laying  the  platforms  for  two 
13-inch  mortars  on  the  islet  called  Dutch  Folly  and  £>r  two 
others  on  the  peninsula  called  French  FcHlyf  about  ,  a  mile 
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further  down  the  river.  How  beautifully  these  men  (aided 
by  the  crews  of  the  Ci^uiser^  the  Nimrody  and  the  Hornet), 
throw  up  their  breastworks  among  those  ruins  of  the  old 
forts,  and  how  cunningly  and  quickly  they  construct  their 
magazine.  Chinese  guns  are  pointed  on  the  spot,  and  rifle- 
men are  perched  on  the  stones  about  us  to  return  their  lire 
should  it  open.  But  Yeh  does  not  disturb  us.  He  pro- 
poses, no  doubt,  to  let  us  go  the  length  of  our  tether,  and 
kill  us  all  in  the  city,  with  mines,  and  musketry,  and  grape. 

Captain  Dew  has  arranged  a  barrel  which  hoists  np  to  the 
truck  of  his  mainmast.  From  that  elevated  and  uncomifortable 
spot  I  could  see  into  the  court-yard  of  Yeh*s  yamun.  Two 
Mrs.  Yehs  were  kobbling  about  quite  cheerily,  but  I  think  I 
(WW  signs  of  xemoyaL 

WiDKESDAT,  Deo,  23^ 

Last  night  the  general  arrived^  and  the  news  soon  spread 
that  a  conference  was  held  on  Monday,  at  whidh  tiie  two 
plenipotentiaries,  the  two  admirals,  and  the  general  were 
present,  and  that  the  diplomatists  formally  handed  oyer  the 

affair  to  the  belligerents. 

The  business  of  to-day  was  a  reconnaissance  in  force  to  get  a 
near  view  of  the  forts  to  the  north  of  the  city.  At  two  o'clock, 
the  Dove,  the  Janus^  the  Drake,  and  the  Kestrel  gunboats, 
with  seventy  marines  and  twenty-five  French  bluejackets 
(who  are  disciplined  like  our  marines),  started.  The  two 
admirals,  the  general,  and  Colonel  Hollo  way,  with  their  mite, 
were  in  the  Dove.  "West  of  the  city,  the  river  which, 
washes  the  base  of  Canton,  makes  a  sharp  turn  to  the  north- 
ward, so  that  about  four  miles  up  the  stream  is  at  the  same 
distance  from  the  forts  as  it  is  at  the  pack-hou8e&  Up  these 
four  miles  we  steamed;  passing  Puntinqua's  garden  with 
its  little  white  pagoda,  and  many  other  well- wooded  in- 
closures — passing  also  a  dismantled  fort  on  the  left  bank, 
and  arriving,  in  about  an  hour,  at  the  Tillage  of  Tsing-poo. 
Hiis  was  where  Gough  landed  to  attack  the  city.  The  bank 
consists  of  elevated  ground,  hillocks  from  which  batteries 
might  sweep  the  river,  and  there  are  buildings  and  loop- 
holed  walls  whence  deadly  discharges  might  corner  The 
l^ers  jumped  from  their  boat,  and  we  paid  the  French  the 
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compliment  of  allowing?  the  first  of  their  blnejackets  to  land 
a  moment  before  the  lirst  of  our  marines  ;  then  away  we  all 
went  inland  at  a  killing  pace,  for  the  two  admirals  and  the 
general  stretch  ont  like  prize  pedestrians.  It  was  a  beau- 
tiful breezy  walk  over  a  mile  and  a  lialf  of  undulating 
country.  We  were  now  in  front  of  the  forts,  which  rise 
before  us  in  extended  panoramic  view — not  confused  and 
foreshortened,  as  we  see  them  from  the  pack-houses.  They 
extend  alon^^  a  spur  from  the  White  Cloud  Mountain,  a  line 
of  mameion-8lia})ed  hills  whicli  stretch  from  the  mountaia 
down  to  the  north  of  tlic  city,  and  one  of  whicli  in- 
vades Gantou  itself.  It  was  a  pretty  sight  on  this  sunnjr 
December  day  to  see  the  little  parties  of  redcoats  and  blue* 
jackets  posted  upon  different  hills  to  preyent  our  being  cot 
off,  and  ready  to  support  each  other,  while  the  reconnoitring 
party  climbed  the  nearest  elevation,  where,  within  1,800 
yards  of  €k>ugh'6  fort,  and  wiikin  l|dOO  of  a  heavily  armed 
bastion,  tke  chiefs  took  a  survey  through  their  glaaaes  of  the 
beigfata  to  be  olimbed.  Captain  Bate  mapped  the  oountry^ 
Major  diflbsdy  whose  miniatuie  Yictofia  Groas  attracts 
every  eye,  took  plana  of  the  fortificatkmi^  and  your  humUe 
servant  aiade  ft  rough  aketdi  of  the  interesting  panorama 
before  xul  We  are  witinn  range  of  ell  these  guns,  and 
tranendofua  in  size  they  are.  There  are  some  fellows  in  thst^ 
basfeloa  training  a  gun  to  bear  upon  ua^  and  we  expect  every 
moment  to  see  the  puff  of  smoke.  The  monster  guns  of  tho 
Chinese  throw  solid  shot,  and  being  tired  upon  the  non- 
recoil  principle,  carry  to  enormous  distances.  At  Fatshau 
1  saw  a  bail  lired  from  2,000  yards  come  on  board  a  gun- 
boat, pass  through  a  gun-carriage,  knocking  it  into  splinters, 
and  go  out  through  the  stem.  I  suspect,  however,  that 
there  is  some  truth  in  what  a  deserter  told  us  yesterday. 
He  says  that  Yeh  is  waiting  for  reinforcements,  that  he  has 
sent  to  collect  all  the  forces  of  the  two  Quangs,  and  has  given 
ordeiu  that  not  a  gun  shall  be  fired  lest  it  should  precipitate 
the  attack  before  his  succours  have  come  in.  This  man  was 
disbelieved  because  he  was  an  ill-favoured,  hang-dog  looking 
fellow — as  though  a  deserter  was  likely  to  look  like  an 
honest  man  ! 

It  was  a  rapid  affiiir,  that  leeonnaiflaMioei    We  returned 
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as  swiftly  as  came^  and  vrere  back  in  our  quarters  by 
six  o'clock. 

To  the  ge&eral  it  "was  very  useful,  for  it  showed  Lim,  if  I 
mistake  lu^  that  an  atta<&  on  this  side  would  cost  him  five 
hundred  men.  The  bluejackets  are  all  for  going  helter- 
skelter  at  the  forts^  and  swear  they  would  carry  them  in 
four  hours;  oo  m  all  probability  they  would:  but  the 
general  pteim  certainties  to  probabilities. 

To  me  this  little  expedition  was  invaluable,  for  it  is  only* 
little  by  little  that  I  can  hope  to  gain  or  to  convey  to  my 
readers  an  accurate  idea  of  this  great  city.  When  I  look  at 
it  from  the  pack-houses  I  despair  of  being  able  to  see  or  to 
describe  the  assault.  Canton  is  at  least  as  large  as  the 
Surrey  suburbs  of  London  ;  it  is  quite  as  jflat,  and  it  contains 
1,000,000  inhabitants.  Captain  Dew's  pork-barrel  at  the 
main-truck  of  the  Nimrod  will  be  occupied  by  the  captain 
for  the  purpose  of  directing  his  guns  ;  but  if  this  were  not 
so,  it  would  not  be  of  much  use  for  close  observations  to  the 
dizzv  head  and  swimming  brain  of  a  landsman.  How  can  T 
hope  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  5^000  meu  penetrating  that 
labyrinth  by  different  routes  ? 

Thursday,  Dtc,  24.  - 

To«day  there  was  a  reconnaissance  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  city.  Two  gunboats  at  daylight  l^ded  the  recon- 
noitring party  at  a  creek  about  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  French 
Folly.  We  struck  inland  over  low  hills  covered  with  graves^ 
and  soonreadbed  a  picket-house^  which  had  twice  fired  upon 
aihd  repulsed  previous  small  exploring  parties.  We  came' 
prepared  to  fom  it ;  but  the  party  was  withdrawn  as  we 
approached.  They  were  about  two  hmidred,  We  crossed  a 
paved  causeway  leading  towards  the  city,  and  continued' 
our  trot  over  the  steep  and  slippery  graveyards,  and  over^ 
the  dry,  hard  paddy  fields  mitH  we  arrived  at  an  eminence 
which  the  leaders  seemed  to  think  gave  the  required  cmp 
(VccH.  "We  were  now  about  eight  hundred  yards  from 
ibe  great  eastern  gate  of  the  city,  and  the  same  distance 
from  the  eastern  fort  outside  the  city.  The  gate  lay  to  the 
west  of  us,  and  the  fort  was  to  the  north.  Some  inter- 
vening trees  partially  intercepted  the  view  of  the  city  walls 
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and  gate  ;  but  the  fort  ^yas  open  to  view.  The  general  liad 
seen  enongh.  This  is  evidently  the  route  of  the  attacking 
party.  The  fort  before  us  will  be  taken  at  a  rush,  and  this 
will  give  us  a  strong  position,  whence  the  wall  can  be 
breached  or  escaladed.  Over  that  wall  is  the  northern  half 
of  the  city,  where  the  public  offices  and  great  yaniuus  and 
pleasure-gardens  are,  and  where  there  are  no  narrow  streets. 
Thence  our  stormiug  party  will  assault  the  Magazine- hill, 
and  thence  all  the  long  line  of  hill  forts  we  saw  yesterday 
viU  be  taken  in  reverse.  The  general,  I  am  told,  makes  it 
a  point  of  honour— or  rather  a  point  of  art — to  take  that 
terrible  Gough  Eort  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  It  is 
lacky  for  ns  we  have  not  Bassians  to  fight  with  here  ;  in 
the  hands  of  the  engineers  who  fortified  the  heights  of 
Sebastopol  this  city  would  be  impregnable.  During  the 
reconnaissance  eyery  eminence  was  crowded  with  mnltitudes 
of  Chinese,  and  mandarin  soldiers  were  running  about  the 
walls  with  little  flags ;  but  if  thejr  contemplated  any  attsnk, 
we  were  come  and  gone  before  they  could  mi^e  their 
preparationa 

The  reconnoitring  party  were  back  to  breakftst  at  eleven 
o'clock,  having  accompUshed  a  ''most  satis&etory"  survey 
of  the  ground. 

In  the  afternoon  proclamations  were  distributed  along 
the  Canton  shore,  warning  the  inhabitants  that  Yeh  had 
rejected  the  terms  oflercd,  and  that  if  the  city  were  not 
surrendered  within  forty-eight  hours  it  would  be  bombarded 
and  stormed.  The  time  of  issuing  this  proclamation  was 
chosen  so  that  it  might  expire  on  Saturday  night.  Sunday 
will  then  intervene,  and  thus  give  the  people  some  more 
hours  to  clear  out,  and  the  authorities  more  time  to  look  at 
our  preparations,  and  make  up  their  minds  as  to  the  futility 
of  resistance. 

We  must  have  this  city.  The  island  of  Honan  would  be  in 
a  few  months  a  charnel-house  of  British  troops.  At  present 
they  are  wonderfully  healthy.  lu  Colonel  Hocker's  battalion 
there  are  only  fifteen  sick  out  of  seven  hundred  men.  This 
is  attributable  to  the  cold  weather,  the  plentiful  fresh 
rations,  beef,  and  even  Shanghai  mutton  five  times  a  week  ; 
and  the  extraordinary  supplies  we  have  of  quinine  wine. 
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The  intelligent  arrangements  of  the  commandei's  must  of 
course  have  their  due  acknowledgment.  But  all  these  will 
be  powerless  to  prevent  sickness  if  hot  weatlier  should  find 
us  here.  I  have  only  described  the  alh'ed  position  yet,  not 
the  island  of  Honan.  The  pack-houses  and  stores  only  form 
the  fringe  of  this  great  island.  The  country  behind  our 
barracks  is  a  swamp.  The  stagnant  water  comes  up  to  the 
wall  at  the  rear  of  our  quarters.  The  general  aspect  of  the 
island  to  the  back  of  oar  positioii  is  li]^  that  of  the  Isle  of 
DogB,  without  its  drains.  Even  now,  when  the  nights  have 
become  eold,  it  cannot  be  healthy.  Three  months  henbe 
it  will  reek  with  pestilence,  ^ 

"Will  Yeh  yield!  "  is  still  the  question  in  every  mouth*  \ 
It  makes  one's  heart  ache  to  think  of  the  miseries  tiiat  must  ; 
fiill  upon  this  doomed  city  should  he  still  hold  out.   It  is  j 
not  we  who  shall  ctestroy  and  plunder ;  but  if  we  may  trust  / 
the  precedents  of  all  foreign  sieges^  the  commencement  of 
the  bombardment  will  be  the  signal  for  all  the  dangerous 
classes  of  Canton  to  sack  and  fire  the  dty  and  carry  off  their 
loot.    We  shall  probably  stand  by,  as  we  did  at  Che*kiang-  '\ 
foO|  guarding  their  exit,  and  thinking  we  are  doing  a  humane 
act  in  allowing    the  poor  Chinese  '*  to  remove  tlieir  property. 
For  the  merchants  and  the  mandarins,  especially  the  former, 
I  have  no  sympathy.    It  is  they  who  have  rendered  all  this 
necessary.    It  is  they  who,  for  their  own  pecuniary  profit, 
excited  the  populace,  subscribed  to  hire  "  braves  "  and  print  I 
lying  proclamations,  and  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  the 
treaty.    It  is  they  who  have  kidnapped  and  tortured  our  • 
countrymen.    It  is  they  who  have  built  triumphal  arches  in  . 
the  city  to  commemorate  the  expulsion  of  the  barbarians, 
who  wear  decorations  showing  the  part  they  took  in  the 
good  work,  and  who  travel  northwards  to  Amoy,  Foochow, 
Ningpo,  and  Shanghai,  and  twit  the  contented  people  in  \ 
those  parts  with  their  cowardice  in  not  cuffing  and  spitting 
upon  the  barbarians  even  as  the  brave  Cantonese  have  done. 
Canton  must  fall.    Even  in  the  interest  of  the  Chinese^ 
Canton  must  fall.    But  how  gladly  should  I  close  this  letter 
by  saying  that  it  has  iallen  without  a  shot  iired  or  a  life 
sacrificed* 
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Tiie  besiegers  are  resting  from  tbeir  labours.  The  69th 
have  come  up,  but  have  not  yet  diaenabarked  The  mortar  ' 
batteries  on  Dutcli  Folly  have  been  completed ;  the  works  ' 
on  the  French  FoUy  have  beea  abandoned.  Bvaiyoiie'a 
ingenuity  is  taxed,  and»  moreover,  the  fleet  is  most  heavilj 
taxed  to  get  up  .the  materials  for  some  Ohxistmas  £BBtiri^» 
The  trees  on  Dutch  EoUj  have  been  robbed  of  their  boughs 
to  do  duty  for  holly— -mutletoe  ire  hays  no  use  fi>r-*4>iit  the 
ration  beef  is  not  out  in  barons  and  sirloins,  and  the  plum- 
poddingfi,  though  made. by  stalwart  maxmes^  are  modbnieev 
delusions,  and  snares. 

Will  ihe  mail  take  you  the  news  of  the  fidl  of  Canton  ? 
Not  if  we  have  to  take  it  by  force.  On  Monday  morning 
the  batteries  open.  On  Monday,  at  twelve,  the  niail  leaves. 
It  is  not  one  of  the  contract  mails,  and  it  cannot  be  delayed 
without  risk  of  missing  the  steamer  at  Galle,  a  contingency 
which  happened  to  the  letters  to  which  the  last  Engliah 
mail  ought  to  have  brought  us  answers.  The  consequence  is 
that  the  word  "  China"  does  not  once  occur  in  our  last  files 
of  ih^  TvmeiB-^^-^  pleasant  thought  for  soldiers  and  sailors 
who,  15,000  miles  away,  look  to  home  for  sympathy  and 
\  e&oouragemeiit. 

V  Satubdat,  JO^  26. 

f  This  day  passco  in  anxious  preparations.  The  men  of  the 
pen  are  preparing  copies  of  the  j^an  of  attack  bo^  lor  the 
fleet  and  this  arm j.  The  boats  are  hoxrying  ahoiit^  tnms- 
shipping  munitions  of  war.  The  only  people  who  look  quite 
happy  and  unconoemed  are  the  CSiiiiese  coolies,  who^  exult- 
ing in  the  magnifiosnt  daily  rationof  twopooadsof  rieeand 
half  a  pound  of  salt  bee^  carry  huge  loads  about  right 
joyously,  grinning  and  diattering  like  monkeys.  Captain 
Hall  and  Mr.  Parkes  continue  their  dangerous  labour  of 
distributing  proclamations.  They  land  a  strongly  armed 
company  suddenly  in  a  suburb  and  post  up  the  proclamation 
or  distribute  it  to  the  crowd  which  soon  assembles.  In  one 
of  these  rapid  descents  Captain  Hall  caught  a  mandarin  in 
his  chair,  not  far  from  the  outer  gate.  The  captain  pasted 
the  mandarin  up  in  his  chair  with  the  barbarian  papers, 
pasted  the  chair  all  over  with  them,  and  started  the  bearers  i 
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to  carry  this  new  advertising  van  into  the  dty.  The 
Chinese  crowd,  always  alive  to  a  practical  joke,  roared. 
These  belligerent  billstickers  have  brought  off  some  Chinese 
counter  proclamations.  Arrogant  to  the  last,  these  ]>apers 
say  that  the  rebellious  English,  having  seduced  the  French 
to  join  in  this  rebellion,  it  ])ecomes  necessary  to  stop  the 
trade  altogether,  and  utterly  to  annihilate  these  barbarian?. 

This  evening  the  orders  were  issued  detailing  the  pUa  of  . 
attack.  ^ 

From  the  general  orders  I  extract  the  iollowing  • 

''GENERAL  ORDERS. 

<'Hbaim)uabtes8,  Hokak,  Ike,  26. 

"  1.  The  troops  under  command  of  Major-General  YauStraubenzee, 
CB.y  will  be  formed  into  brigades  as  follows 

"iBT,  OB  CoLom  Hollowat'b  Brioads. —  Ist  htttafiott  royil 
rnarine  light  iniantry ;  2iid  buttalion,  ditto,  under  comnNUid  of  Coloatl 

Holloway,  aide-de-camp  ;  brigade-major,  Captain  Travcra,  royal  BMUrilW 
Jiight  infantry  ;  and  aide-de-camp,  Captain  Ellid,  ditto. 

"2nd  Oil  Colonel  Graham's  Brigade. — Royal  engineers  and 
volunteer  company  of  sappers,  royal  artillery  and  royal  marine  artillery, 
vroviBiooal  battalkm  ix>yu  mMrine  light  in&iitryy  (fra  regiment,  884Ji 
Madras  native  infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Graham,  59tli  regip 
ment  ;  brigade-major,  Major  Luard,  77th  regiment  ;  aide-de-camp. 
Lieutenant  Hacket,  59th  regiment.  The  whole  of  the  artillery  will  be 
placed  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Dunlop,  R.A.  Captain  Morrison, 
Ist  battalion  royal  marine  light  iniantry,  is  appointed  provost-marshal." 

The  general  order  issued  by  the  admiral  is  as  follows 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

"  Before  Canton,  Dec.  26. 

*'The  naval  and  military  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  allied  forces 

before  Canton  have  agreed  to  the  followin;^  order  of  operations  against 
the  city.  First  bombardment  to  commence  at  daylight  on  Monday 
morning,  the  28th  of  December  : — 

^  "The  ships  and  Tessels  named  in  the  note  (under  letter  A^,  on  the 
signal  hereafter  indicated  being  made,  will  open  fire  on  the  south-west 
angles  of  the  city  walls,  with  a  view  to  breach  them,  and  impede  the 
communication  of  the  Chinese  troops  along  their  parapets  to  the 
eastward. 


*  (A)  Aetaon,  PUegeOwth  and  gunboats. 
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«<Tbe  ships  ud  ymtk  nuMd  la  the  Doto  (aader  ktter  Bf),  and  tli* 
Dnteh  Fotty,  with  *  limikr  object,  will  breach  the  dlj  walls  oppoe^ 

the  viceroy's  residence;  the  mortars  in  the  Datch  Folly  likewiM 

sbelliDg  the  city  and  Gough  Heicrhts. 

"The  ships  ;ind  vessels  named  in  ihe  note  (under  letter  ClJ^),  between 
the  Dutch  Folly  and  the  French  Folly,  will  open  fire  on  the  south-east 
angle  of  the  new  and  old  city  walls,  and  the  walls  forming  the  east  side 
of  tbeeitgr. 

"These  three  several  attacks  will  coinmeDce  simultaneously  when  a 
white  ensign  shall  be  hoisted  at  the  fore  of  the  Actceorif  and  a  yellow 
flag  as  a  corresponding  signal  at  the  same  time  hoisted  at  the  fore  of 

the  PhUgelhon. 

**Theffomct  and  the  AvaUmthe  wS}  repeat  these  signals  at  their 
lore  so  long  as  the  flags  shdl  nnuun  flying  on  the  befocementioned 
■hips. 

"  The  bombardment  is  io  he  in  "vefy  slow  time,  and  continued  dajf 
and  night,  not  to  exceed  per  esoh  gun  empk>yed  sistj  ronnds§  doling 
the  first  twenty-four  hours. 

**  Immediately  the  bombardment  opens,  the  landing  of  the  allied 
force  will  take  jplaee  at  the  creek  in  Kupar  (where  the  Britisli  and 
Freneh  flags  will  be  planted)^  in  the  following  order,  oonunenciug  at 
daylight : — 

"1.  Sappers  and  miners^  59th  ref^ment^  royal  artillery,  storei^ 

ammunition,  &c. 

**  2.  The  French  naval  brigade,  stores,  kc. 

**  3.  The  naval  brigade,  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  the  Hon. 
C.  BlHot 

**  4.  The  naval  brigade  from  Canton. 
5.  Lieut.'Colonel  Lemon's  battalion  of  royal  maiinee. 

"  6.  Colonel  Holloway's  brigade  of  royal  marines,  &c. 

"The  disembarcation  of  the  French  forces  will  be  superintended  by 
Captain  Beinaud,  flag-captain  :  the  British  troops  and  royal  mxurines,  by 
ailjor  the  Hon.  H.  ClHbrd. 

'•The  British  naTsl  brigade,  by  Captain  W.  K.  Hall,  O.B.,  flag- 
captain. 

"The  following  will  be  the  disposition  of  the  united  loroes  after 

landing : — 

"British  naval  brigade  on  the  right. 

"Centre  brigade,  composed  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Lemon's  provisional 
battalion,  69tii  regiment,  royal  artillery,  and  sappers. 

**  French  brigade  on  the  left. 

'*  Colonel  Holloway's  brigade  in  reserve,  with  ro ja!  marine  artillery. 
*'  After  getting  into  position,  the  allied  forces  will  remain  in  line  of 
contiguous  columns  of  brigade  until  further  orders  for  an  advance, 


+(B)  Miiraillc,  Fasic,  Cruiser,  Hornet;  gunboats  A't^«r  and  ^vaZa»c/t«. 

t{C)  Nimtod,  Surprite,  Dragmme,  Mareeau,  gunboats. 

I  Bzeept  the  ships  under  letter  C,  which  wiU  fire  100  nmndi. 
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which  will  he  made  to  a  position  for  the  night,  preparatory  to  actiYO 
■ervice  in  the  morning. 

"M.  Seymour,  Rear-Admiral  Commander-in«Chief 
of  bar  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  forces. 

''C.  Bbgnault  db  Genouilly,  Hear -Admiral 
Gomnuuid6r*iQ-ChMf  of  hit  Imperial  Majesty's 
naval  forces. 

**C.  F.  Van  Stratjbenzee,  Major-General  com- 
manding the  militaiy  forces. 

*'M.  C.  S^ymonry  Flag-Lieiiteiumt.'' 

The  naval  brigade  will  be  compoied  as  follows : — 

Commodore  the  Hon.  G.  J.  £.  Elliot,  C.B.,  to  command  the 
brigftde. 

*'  lit  dmsion.— CaptAin  the  Hon.  KAHh  Stuart,  Captain  G.  8.  Bxnd, 
Commander  G.  7.  C.  Hamilton,  Commander  F.  A.  C.  Brooker ;  ike 

Si/bUle,  8  officers  and  163  men ;  the  Nankin,  9  oflBcers  and  208  men  ; 
the  Sampson,  3  officers  and  48  men ;  the  Racehoi'se,  3  officers  and 
49  men ;  the  EUc,  3  officers  and  45  men ;  the  Jf\/l€xible,  3  officers  and 
62  men Total,  S84.  The  8jfiUU§  and  NaMn'9  boats'  ettim  to 
faatm  a  company. 

"2nd  division. — Captain  A.  C.  Key,  Commander  A.  W.  L.  Hood» 
Commander  J.  A.  Slight ;  the  CcUcutta,  the  Sawtpareil,  the  Acorn,  and 
the  Macao  Fort,  474  men.  The  CalcuUa't  and  8mfpareU!$  boats'  crews 
to  form  a  company. 

''Srddivudon.— Oaptidn  Sir  R.  MKJIure,  Knt. ;  Captain  Shenaid 
Osbovne,  C.B. ;  Captain  the  Hon.  A.  A.  Codirane,  C.B. ;  Commander 
W.  M.  Bowall,  Commander  Charles  Fellows ;  the  EtHc,  C  officers  and 
104  men  ;  the  Niger,  i  officers  and  65  men  ;  the  Highflyer,  5  officers 
and  64  men  ;  the  Ilonict,  4  officers  and  05  men  ;  the  Cruiser,  4  officers 
and  65  men  ;  the  Furious,  10  officers  and  70  men  : — ^Total,  446. 

««Gimnd  total,  1,501." 

I  am.  Sony  I  cannot  giye  you  the  names  of  officers  and 
tbe  compositioii  of  tbe  Irencb  landing  force.  The  French 
have  a  feeling  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  their  arrange* 
ments  which  I  of  course  respect.  The  position  and  num- 
ber of  their  ships  are  a  fiict  patent  to  all  eyes,  and  I 
have  therefore  included  them  in  the  plan  which  I  forward 
you.* 

In  the  list  of  the  naval  brigade  we  miss  the  name  of 

Captain  Edgell.  The  non-arrival  of  the  PHncess  Charlotte 
keeps  the  Tribujie  a  prisoner  at  Hongkong.  It  is  sometimes  a 

*  This  plan  Is  inssrtsd  m  this  volone. 
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penalty  tin*  •  man  pays  for  being  a  perfeefcl^  reliable  officer 

that  he  is  wanted  for  some  responsible  post  where  energy 
and  judgment  are  indispensable.  Such  is  Captain  Edgell's 
caye  ;  but  we  are  all  here  too  much  indebted  to  his  unweary- 
ing industry  and  foresight  to  Ibrget  him.  As  protector  of 
Hongkong  and  general  agent  to  the  fleet  he  in  doing  more 
importaat  work  than  ke  could  do  ev^n  here. 

Monday,  Dee.  28. 

Tt  is  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  north  wind  whistles 
through  the  shrouds,  and  it  is  thick  darkness  as  we  ciimb 
he  rigging  to  the  main-top  of  her  Majesty's  ship  . 

Yeh  knows  what  must  happen  at  daybreak.  It  has  been 
told  throai^out  the  fleet,  it  baa  been  intentionally  allowed 
to  be  known  to  the  bomboatmen  and  all  who  have  commu- 
iiioatioii  with  the  opposite  shore,  that  the  bombardment  inli 
eommenoe  at  daybreak.  The  frequent  reconnaissances  on 
the  eaotem  side  have  also  told  them  that  the  attack  will  be 
on  that  nde,  and  we  know  they  have  taken  the  hint,  fi>r  two 
new  embraames  have  broken  out  yesterday,  and  guns  have 
been  mounted  in  them. 

Before  the  first  streak  of  daylight  every  glass  is  directed 
upon  the  berth  of  the  green  panage  boat  We  call  it  How- 
qua*8  boat.  It  is  moored  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 
used  to  carry  messages  to  and  fro,  and  always  has  a  white 
flag  flying.  The  boat  and  the  flag  are  still  there,  but  she 
does  not  move.  No,  she  does  not  move.  I  must  use  the 
seamen's  more  practised  eyes  to  tell  me  so,  for  I  cannot  yet 
distinguish  objects.  Surely,  surely,  these  men  will  yield 
while  there  is  yet  time  I  There  seems  to  be  no  thought  of 
such  a  thing.  Had  there  been,  it  is  now  too  late.  A  cheer 
tells  me  that,  not  in  the  dawn,  but  in  the  less  thick  darkness, 
up  goes  the  white  ensign  to  the  main  of  the  Actceon,  and  at 
the  same  moment  a  yellow  flag  flies  on  the  main  of  the 
PIdrgdhmi.  I  expected  at  that  moment  to  hear  a  concu?' 
sion  that  should  have  shaken  the  earth.  Not  so.  A  drop- 
ping fire,  gun  by  gun,  runs  along  the  line.  I  iimoy  that  the 
Cruiser,  which  has  the  suns  from  the  bastion  in  front  of 
Yeh*s  yamun  pointed  down  upon  her  deck,  fires  a  broadside 
to  anticipate  UMm,  kit  I  may  be  mistaken,  for  I  am  some 
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•way  off,  and  the  puffs  of  smoke  are  already  wreathing  about. 
Some  minutes  elapse,  aud  the  light  strengthens.  Then  off 
goes  one  of  the  mortars  upon  Dutch  Folly.  It  is  fired  at 
Gough  Fort.  The  whistling  shell  speeds  high  over  the  city 
— ^^jiist  as  I  have  often  seen  them,  and  heard  their  plaintive 
whistle  over  the  heights  of  Tchernaya,  or  from  the  earth- 
works on  the  north  of  Sebastopoi  harbour.  It  does  not  zieftdi 
its  object.  At  its  highest  elevation — far,  far  away — it  pulEi 
iorth  ia%  tliin  white  cloucL  I  can  now  see  the  dark  frag- 
ments falling,  and  in  the  odldy  Gloudleas  moming  sky  ths^ 
little  okHidlet  hangs— 

^  As  though  an  angel  in  his  upward  flight, 
Had  left  hia  mantle  floating  in  mid  air." 

Stsange  ftncies  aeuse  xm  in  these  hi^y  wnomght  momenteH^ 
tiie  angel  of  mwcj  has  fled  fieom  tiie  doomed  dty. 

Slow  and  continnons,  with  a  aoml»e  monotony,  lake  the 
firing  of  minute  guns,  the  cannonade  oontinaes.  No  broadsides 

— no  quick  firing — no  excitement.  Every  gun  is  accurately 
pointed,  after  many  minutes'  care,  to  strike  or  sweep  the 
appointed  wall,  and  to  avoid  the  Labitatioiis,  The  shells  are 
not  so  obedient  as  the  round  shot.  What  the  opposing  guns 
are  doing  we  cannot  see,  for  the  smoke  gathers  thick  below 
us,  and  the  big  guns  seem  to  have  brought  down  the  wind. 

Vainly  do  the  mortar-shells  strive  to  reach  those  hill  forts, 
which  seem  to  be  sleeping  in  tranquil  security  against  the 
cold  grey  sky.  They  all  fall  short.  That  red  five- storied  barn, 
which  is  called  the  five-storied  pagoda,  and  which  is  said  to 
be  the  barrack  of  five  hundred  Tartars,  was  nearly  touched  ; 
a  shell  burst  half-way  up  the  hill.  But  Gough  Fort  has 
never  yet  been  approached.  Some,  who  must  have  keener 
sight  than  I  have,  say  that  the  Chinese  are  endeavouring  to 
bring  their  monster  guns  to  bear  this  way.  The  strength 
of  the  armament  of  those  forts  was  placed  to  bear  upon  the 
eastern  face  when  we  reconnoitred  them  on  Wednesday 
last ;  bnt  it  is  useless^  even  if  practicable,  to  change  the 
bearing  of  those  gnns.  If  we  oannot  reach  them  at  thi«^ 
nearly  4,000  yards*  range,  with  oar  mortars,  they  will  nerer 
readi  ns.  The  morning  wears  on  and  the  smoke  thickensi 
and  still  this  dull  monotonous  minute-gun  sound  continvea 
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Still  no  ago  of  surrender.  These  strange  Chinese  actaallj 
eeem  to  he  getting  need  to  it  Sanpans  and  erea  cargo- 
lioats  are  moTing  down  the  river  like  London  lightermen  in 

the  ordinary  exercise  of  thmr  calling ;  people  are  coming 
down  to  the  bank,  and  watch  the  shot  and  shell  fly  over 
their  heads.  Even  the  <?reat  kites  which  hover  abuuL 
here  all  day  have  returned,  and  arc  circling  above  the 
smoke.* 

Now  the  gunboats  leave  their  stations,  embark  the  troops, 
and  hurry  down  the  river  to  the  landing-place  at  Kupar 
Creek.  I  also  change  my  position,  and  dot  do\vn  these 
hasty  memorjinda  as  I  fly.  A  strong  body  has  already 
landed,  and  throuirh  mv  fflass  I  can  distinctlv  see  tlie 
general  and  his  staff — protected  by  a  party  of  bluejackets 
and  i-edcoats,  either  marines  or  d9tht  I  can't  distingnish 
which*  for  they  are  crouched  on  the  groond — ^poshing  a  doae 
reoonnaiflsance  to  Eort  Lin. 

Here  I  must  leave  ofL  It  is  now  half-past  eleven  o'clock. 
The  Opamm  leaves  with  the  mail  exactly  at  twelve,  and  I 
have  small  time  to  doae  my  despatch  and  reach  the  admiral's 
office* 

*  Many  curious  instances  occurred  which  I  had  not  time  to  write. 
During  the  whole  of  the  fire  the  river  was  covered  with  charred 
timbor.  The  wooden  houes  by  the  vraterride  bad  taken  fire^  and 
while  they  were  yet  blazing  the  Chineie  palled  down  the  beams,  and 
pnsbing  them  into  the  river  towed  them  across  between  the  bomlMld* 
mg  ships  to  the  island  of  Honan.  By  the  light  of  the  blazing  houses 
strange  sights  were  seen.  A  12-pound  rocket  fell  short  and  was 
burning  upon  the  ground,  a  Chinaman  attacked  it  with  a  flail  as 
if  it  hi^  been  a  living  thing :  of  course  it  bnnt  at  kHt  and  blew  the 
poor  ftUow  to  pieoet.  In  a  room  opening  upon  the  river  a  fiunily  weie 
taking  their  evening  meal  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  Phltgethon, 
\  which  was  keeping  up  a  constant  discharge  of  shells,  all  of  which 
'  passed  a  few  feet  over  their  heads.  The  light  was  so  strong  that  the 
'  interior  of  the  room  was  visible  in  all  its  details — the  inmates  were  all 
eatiofi;  their  rice  as  though  nothing  particular  was  happening  outside. 
The  nfemen  were  working  their  fire-engines  within  point  bluik  fire  of 
the  ihipi ;  and  directly  Yeh  left  his  yamun  the  popniaoe  burst  in  and 
gutted  it,  although  at  that  time  the  Cruiser  was  making  it  the  target 
of  her  fire.  I  was  told,  although  I  did  not  notice  this  myself,  that  the 
sanpans  were  all  day  long  proceeding  from  ship  to  ship,  and  selling 
fruit  and  vegetables  to  the  sailors  who  were  bombarding  their  city. 
Who  eaa  pvHend  to  tudflratand  incfa  a  people  at  this  I 
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No  sign  of  snnender.  The  embarkatioii  of  the  land  force 
continaesi  and  the  bombardment  goes  on. 

Stfon  Gahiov,  JDeo,  29* 

Some  person  at  Hongkong  has  taken  upon  him  to  delay 
the  mail.  Whoever  it  may  be,  it  was  done  without  the 
knowledge  of  Lord  Elgin  or  the  admiral,  for  their  despatches 
went  by  the  steamer  which  conveyed  mine.  However,  I 
send  you  a  supplementary  letter. 

I  broke  off  in  my  first  despatch  while  the  bombardment 
was  still  proceeding,  wJiile  the  troops  were  landing  at  Kupar 
Creek,  and  while  the  general  was  prosecuting  a  close  recon- 
naissance of  the  East  (or  Lin's)  Fort. 

y^o  near  did  the  reconnoitring  party  advance  without  any 
appearance  of  defenders,  that  we  imagined  the  fort  must  be 
deserted.  I  suppose,  however,  the  general  had  reason  to 
think  otherwise,  for  the  59  th  and  the  artillery  were  ordered 
up,  and  were  posted  in  the  broken  ground  to  the  left,  while 
some  of  the  naval  brigade  and  marines,  who  had  now  formed 
upon  a  hill-side,  were  advanced  into  the  village  on  the  right 
of  the  fort.  Immediately  this  movement  took  place,  some 
matting  which  covered  a  aqoare*  building  on  the  top  of  the 
round  stone  fort  was  removed,  and  three  guns  from  the 
lower  embrasures  and  a  volley  from  gingaUs  on  the  top  soon 
told  that  the  place  was  occupied.  Our  men  were  well  under 
eover,  and  skirmishers  were  pushed  forward,  who,  with  the 
deadly  Enfield,  made  it  dangerous  for  the  gunners  to  appear 
in  their  large  embrasnrea  Th^  continued  their  fire,  how- 
ever, with  great  pertinacity  untu  the  9-pounder  field-pieces 
were  got  into  position,  and  battered  and  shelled  the  place 
(from  the  village  side  and  across  the  ravine  which  separates 
the  village  from  the  fort)  at  close  quarters.  A  storming 
party  was  now  formed,  but  tlio  Chinamen  had  had  enough 
of  it,  and,  after  firing  a  general  volley  at  the  advancing 
column,  they  absconded  in  some  mysterious  way,  and  were 
seen  swarming  up  the  hill  towards  Gough  Fort ;  a  moment 
after  and  two  men  appeared  in  the  embrasures  waving  the 
English  and  French  flags. 

My  view  of  this  operation  was  from  the  river  side  of  the 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


318 


CHINA« 


fort..  What  lia])penecl  afterwards  T  saw  less  distinctly. 
Alxmi  an  hour  alter  the  fort  had  been  in  our  possession  it 
blew  up  with  a  loud  explosion.*  The  oooapying  partj  and 
also  the  troops  encamped  on  the  hill  sid(3  were  put  in  motion, 
ascended  the  hill,  and  descended  on  the  other  side.  I  saw 
Ci^tain  Maclure's  and  Captain  Osborne's  men,  eonspicoous 
by  their  white  gaiters  over  their  blue  trowsera^  gather  on  a 
Uttle  raminit  and  disappear  into  the  iralley  beyond.  There 
we  lost  sight  of  them*  Ydlleys  of  nmsketry  and  flights  of 
rockets  oontinued  in  that  direction  Ibr  several  hottrs,  and 
there  was  all  the  appearance  of  an  obstinate  fight,  which 
lasted  tUl  sundown  ;  bat  whether  this  was  occasioned  by^ 
the  discovery  of  Some  unknown  fort  commanding  the  east 
font  and  rendering  it  necessary  to  blow  up  the  latter,  or 
whether  aouie  body  of  Chinese  troops  had  come  out  into  tlie 
open,  we  shall  not  know  until  we  can  draw  out  the  separate 
threads  of  this  widely  spread  entanglement,  t 

Then  came  the  night — and  such  a  night !  The  ships 
almost  ceased  from  their  firing,  but  the  city  soon  became  like 
our  own  Shropshire  iron  countries  at  night — a  plain  of  fire. 
At  first  it  appeared  as  though  the  besiegers  were  bent  upon 
reducing  the  place  to  ashes  ;  but  little  by  little,  as  I  gained^ 
by  a  change  of  position,  some  idea  of  the  scene  as  a  whole, 
the  destruction  was  not  without  a  plan.  There  was  a  great 
blase  at  the  north-west  angle  of  the  city*  The  gate  ther^ 
is  surmounted  by  a  Chinese  guardhouse,  with  the  nsoal 
grotesque  upward  pointed  roo£  Shells  and  rockets  were 
ponxed  in  volleys  upon  this  structure,  and  it  soon  became  a 
sheet  of  flame^  through  which  the  roo(  the  rafters,  and  the 
walls  stood  out  in  dark  outline.   Bj  constant  showers  of 

*  The  explosion  was  ocoaaloiidd  by  aa  aoeident.  Borne  hsgt  of 
Chinese  powder  had  been  thrown  over  the  wall,  and  aa  aooideiital 

spark  exploded  them. 

•j*  A  large  body  of  Tartar  troops  came  out  ekirmishlng,  firing  their 
giogalis  from  the  cover  of  the  graves,  and  keeping  up  a  constant  flight 
of  bamboo  rocket  spears.  This  is  a  terrific  weapon  to  look  at :  it 
makes  an  n^W*  noiee  as  it  whirrs  past  yon,  or  as  it  "ftda  "  into  the 
gronody  and  if  it  strikes,  the  rocket  ^oes  on  burning  inside  your  body. 
It  is  very  wonderful  that  out  of  the  tens  of  tliousands  of  these  missiles 
which  must  have  been  exploded  among  our  men  during  tboso  two  diyip 
only  one  man  was  killed  by  a  rocket  spear. 
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xoekets  the  flame  was  led  up  and  down  the  city  wall,  and  in 
an  ineredibly  short  time  the  long,  thin  line  of  fire  shot  high 
into  the  heavens^  and  then  subsided  into  a  smouldering 
smoke. 

While  this  was  still  xaging,  those  vengefol  rockets  desoribed  ' 
a  new  parabola.  They  came  hurtling  through  the  moonl^ht 
along  the  line  <^  the  eastern  wall.  They  sought  out  the 
three  spots  which  have  been  marked  as  the  objects  of  the 
triple  assault  of  the  English  and  French  troops  to-morrow. 
As  those  dreadful  24-pound  rockets  flew,  flames  arose.  They 
seemed  to  lead  the  fire  about  as  a  tame  element,  precisely 
as  tliey  willed  ;  and,  strange  to  say,  it  never  seemed  to 
spread  in\yards,  or  to  stray  iVoin  the  line  of  the  city  walls. 
1  expect  that  wiicu,  at  some  more  convenieut  season,  I  come 
to  see  the  interior,  I  shall  find  that  all  the  conflagrations  we 
have  been  watching  to-night  with  an  awe-stricken  pity  have 
destroyed  only  that  line  of  old  houses  which  leant  against 
the  inner  side  of  the  wall  and  afibrded  cover  to  those  gingalls 
whence  all  our  great  losses  in  affairs  with  the  Chinese  have 
arisen.  I  may  be  wrong,  for  I  pledge  myself  to  nothing  that 
I  write  in  this  confusion  of  showering  rockets  and  crashing 
roofs — if  I  am  wrong,  I  can  correct  my  impression  here* 
after. 

Tdesdat,  Btc.  29. 

I  mark  the  change  of  days,  bnt  they  are  not  divided  by 
repose.  All  night  the  city  was  girt  by  a  line  of  flame.  The 
apin-oach  of  morning  was  indicated  by  a  suspension  of  the 
rocket  practice,  and  by  the  reopening  of  the  mortar  battery 
with  redoubled  energy.  As  th^  day  broke  the  flames  sank 
down  and  the  sun  rose  upon  a  perfiaotly  smokeless  oity»  It 
is  necessaxy  to  describe  the  conformation  of  a  Chinese  city 
more  accurately  than  I  now  have  time  to  do^  to  account  for 
the  rapidity  A?ith  which  the  wallside  houses  perished,  for 
police  puzposes  eveiy  city  is  divided  into  walled  depart* 
ments  of  some  fifty  yards  square,  with  gates  that  can  b9 
dosel  The  houses  that  lean  npon  the  inner  walls  are,  in 
most  cities  that  I  have  aeen,  mvided  from  the  rest  by  a 
mound  or  a  ditch ;  they  are  encfoaohments^-hovels  madtt 
by  squatters — ^wood  and  thatch,  that  hiaae  and  vanish. 
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The  charges  of  powder  must  have  been  increased  in  the 
mortar  batteries,  for  the  shells  now  flew  high  up  to  tlie  hill- 
forts.    Uiie  of  tliem  at  daybreak  burst  upon  an  embrasure 
of  Fort  Grough,  and  another  went  right  over  it.    Tlic  ships 
•  that  had  been  enfilading  the  eastern  wall  now  ceased  firing. 
It  was  the  moment  for  the  assault.    In  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  east  fort  the  three  divisions  formed  and  the  rush  was 
made.    For  two  hours  Jiothing  is  visible  but  smoke,  nothing 
is  heard  but  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  loud  cheering,  i 
What  deeda  are  done  among  this  broken  ground — among 
these  trees  and  brushwood — on  the  tops  and  in  the  inter- 
atices  of  tbeae  grave-covered  hillocks — how  fare  these 
forces,  spread  over  more  than  a  mile  of  attack,  what  divisions 
are  firsts  who  &U  and  who  survive,  I  must  tell  hereafter. 
At  a  quarter  to  nine  o'clock  the  wall  in  gained,  and  I  see 
the  bluejackets^  English  and  Erench,  racing  along  it  north- 
wards.  Goagh's  Fort  gives  ont  its  fire — ^iet  us  hope  without  j 
efket ;  but,  well  served,  its  guns  might  sweep  the  wall 
There  is  a  chedc  and  silence  for  half  an  hour.   I  can  re- 
cognise  the  blue  trousers  of  one  of  the  divisions  of  our  naval 
brigade.   The  leaders  are  probably  teaching  them  how  to 
take  that  five-storied  pagoda  upon  the  north-western  wall. 
Along  the  city  wall,  and  protected  by  its  battlements,  they 
pass,  I  think  unscathed,  the  fire  from  Gougli  Fort  away  to 
their  riglit,  and  come  in  front  of  a  gleaming  white  battery, 
newly  built,  and  full  of  guns  erected  upon  a  ledge  of  the 
rock  upon  which  the  wall  and  the  five-storied  pagoda  here 
stand.    If  the  assailants  would  only  go  to  a  proper  distance, 
how  these  guns  would  riddle  them.    But  with  a  rush  and  a 
cheer  a  detachment  strikes  from  the  cover  of  the  wall,  wliich 
the  guns  do  not  command,  and  houses  itself  safely  at  the 
foot  of  tlie  very  rock  which  bears  the  battery.    Not  a  shot 
can  it  fire.    The  riflemen  from  the  walls  now  ply  this  half- 
moon  for  some  minutes,  and  iu  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the 
detachment  at  the  foot  of  the  rock  has  gone  round  and 
taken  the  position  from  behind.    Believed  from  these  gona^ 
which  might  have  swept  them  down  by  hundreds,  our  men 
in  serried  masses  are  now  swarming  along  the  wall.  The 
five-storied  pagoda  (which  is  no  more  a  pagoda,  according  to 
our  notion  of  a  pagoda,  than  it  is  a  bumboat^  but  an  old 
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square  red  buildiDg  divided  into  storeys)  is  carried  by  the 
bayonet,  and  the  French  and  English  colours  are  hoisted 
simultaneously.  Now^  Gough's  Fort  opens  out  sulkily  upon 
its  late  ally  ;  but  the  assailants,  not  waiting  to  reply,  hurry 
aloDg  the  intervening  wall  westward.  I  can  follow  them  » 
for  some  time  from  my  position,  and  I  bear  tbem  cheering 
when  I  lose  them  in  the  hollow.  A  few  minates  of  sharp 
fusillade^  and  bluejackets  emei^  from  the  trees  and  build- 
ings upon  Magazine -hill.  A  moment  after,  and'  up  go  the 
two  bits  of  bunting  wbicb  tell  that  tbia  kej  of  CSanton  is 
onr  own. 

It  IS  now  twenty  minates  after  ten«  In  one  hour  and  a  ball; 
tberefore^  tbe  bill  defences  of  tbis  city  bave  been  captured. 
Qougb's  Fort  yet  holds  out,  but  this  is  a  mere  question  of  a 
few  hours  or  minutes  more  or  less — ^tbe  Magazine-bill  com- 
mands it,  and  it  is  within  point  blank  range. 

Tbe  whole  of  tbe  operations  baye  been  conducted  with  a 
Tiew  to  occasion  the  smallest  possible  sacrifice  of  life,  and 
especially  of  the  lives  of  our  own  men  and  of  our  allies. 
We  may  Lope,  therefore,  that  the  victory  will  be  a  cheap 
one.  I  jjurposely  refrain  from  repeating  any  of  the  rumours 
that  are  flying  about  as  to  deaths  and  wounds,  but  I  may 
«tate  it  as  within  my  own  knowledge,  that  Captain  Bate  was 
killed  while  superintending  the  placing  of  the  scaling-ladders. 
Captain  Ilackett  was  also  killed,  and  Lord  Gilfurd  is 
wounded  in  the  arm.  How  many  others  are  lost  it  is  im- 
possible to  say.  The  Chinamen  are  still  shooting  at  our 
men  from  the  tops  of  the  houses,  aud  if  this  goes  on  I  fear 
it  will  be  necessary  to  treat  the  city  less  tenderly  than 
hitherto. 

While  the  AlgeriTie  gunboat^  Lieutenant  Forbes»  is,  with 
eteam  up^  taking  the  supplemental  despatches  on  board,—" 
2'5      — Gk>ugh's  Fort  is  assaulted  and  taken. 
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CAPTUBB    OF  CANTOV. 

Blvoaac  on  the  Joss-house  Floor— Hall's  Terrace — Description  of  the 
Landing-place — The  Wounded — The  Coolies — The  French — Danger- 
oua  PasMigo  from  the  Landing-place  to  the  East  Gftte^-49ev«it7 
Hours  of  Bain — ^The  Men  upon  the  Walla — Pork  and  Fish— A 
PecuUajrity  of  Instinct  in  Chinese  Pigs — ^The  Point  of  Escalade— 
The  Morning  of  the  29th— The  Escalade— Death  of  Captain  Bate- 
AfFair  between  the  Tartar  Troops  and  Colonel  Hollo  way's  Brigade 
under  the  Walls — Loss  in  Killed  and  Wounded — The  Forts  aa 
^wn  up— Apathy  of  the  Cbineae  The  TroopB  Enter  the  Citf- 
Oa|i*Qfe  of  Peh-kwei— TheT^reMOiy  is  taken^Tbe  Fk«Boh  captaie 
the  Tartar  General— The  Gbaee  after  Yeh— The  Capture  of  Yeh- 
His  Behaviour— Interrogation  of  the  Mandarin  Prisoners — Yeh  i? 
sent  on  board  the  Ivjiexible — Peh-kwei  and  the  Tartar  General  arc 
re-instated  in  Office — Ceremony  of  Installation — List  of  Casualtiea. 

Canton,  Satusdat,  Jan,  2. 

We  have  now  been  five  days  upon  the  heights  and  walls  of 
the  city  of  Canton,  but  the  plain  of  chimneyless  roofs  wliicli  ' 
lies  at  our  fcot  is  as  impervious  as  ever.    Our  lines  down 
this  Magazine-hill  are  not  very  extended,  and  our  quarter- 
are  not  very  luxurious.    In  the  great  open  joss-house  on  the 
top  of  tlie  hill  colonels,  and  subalterns,  and  orderlies,  and 
servants  hnddle  almost  indisoriniinately.    We  sleep  on  the 
stone  floor,  wrapped  only  in  our  blankets.    We  make  fires 
to  cook  our  food  in  the  bronze  saoiifioial  nms ;  the  servant^r 
wlio  have  no  blankets,  wrap  themselTes  in  the  dustj  altw* 
clotlies ;  the  stores  of  red  votiye  candles  serve  to  fidntiy 
illamine  the  dingy  bnilding,  and  also  to  grease  onr  boots; 
the  table  where  the  offerings  were  laid  is  applied  to  the  | 
purposes  of  the  officers'  mess ;  the  brigade  major  has  lasde 
his  office  in  one  comer.    The  great  gilded  idol  looks  dowa 
serenely  upon  his  new  race  of  votaries.    Fortunately,  the 
roof  is  unbroken,  but  the  appearance  of  the  iiei^rlibourhood  | 
is  not  one  of  perfect  repair.    A  13-inch  shell  liua  burst  upon 
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the  stone  terrace  in  the  imttiediate  fronts  and  made  a  crater 

from  which  every  near-lying  thing  flew  up  in  fhlgmeiits. 
At  the  bade  there  is  a  Chinese  battery  with  long  gtins  of 
carious  antiquity,  moonds  of  grape-shot,  and  inconvenient 
quantities  of  loose  powder ;  but  this  has  received  so  many 
attentions  fhm  those  distant  ships  whose  square  yarcte  are 
only  just  visible  here,  that  we  dimb  about  at  the  risk  of 
breaking  our  shins  or  bringing  down  upon  our  heads  a 
tottering  shed.  The  spot  where  I  have  sought  shelter  isthe 
very  point  to  which  all  our  heavy  ordnance  was  directed,  for 
it  was  the  key  of  the  city  defence&  Against  these  fortress 
tem{Aes  the  monster  mortars  on  the  Dutch  Folly  roared, 
hitherwards  the  !Rrench  PJdegethon  threw  her  great  conical 
shells  and  the  gun-boats  pointed  their  lO-iuch  guus.  Down- 
wards many  stcej)  wide  fiiglits  of  granite  steps  descend. 
Sometimes  they  arc  lost  to  sight  by  the  roofs  of  the  joss- 
houses  and  villas  lower  down,  sometimes  they  are  hidden  by 
the  trunks  or  foliage  of  the  ancient  trees.  We  know  nothing 
yet  of  what  is  below,  for  a  pattering  fire  salutes  any  one 
who  ventures  a  few  yards  away,  and  the  orders  are  strict 
not  to  provoke  this,  lest  we  be  obliged  in  returning  it  to 
damage  the  city.  "We  see  enough,  however,  in  the  upheaved 
terraces  and  perforated  roofs,  to  tell  us  that  this  must  have 
been  an  unquiet  residence  on  the  day  and  night  of  the  28th 
of  December,  and  we  are  not  greatly  astonished  at  knowing 
that  the  garrison  was  fbund  much  disheartened  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th. 

But,  although  we  cannot  yet  walk  ahout  leisurely  at  the 
foot  of  Magazine-hill,  we  can  walk  on  the  walls,  and  in 
another  day  or  two  we  shall  be  able  to  pass  without  an  escort 
to  our  ships;  Qsptaan  Hall  is  making  a  new  hinding-plaee 
at  the  south-east  point  of  the  mty,  and  it  is  already  looking 
so  smart  and  trim  that  people  call  it  ^'HallVterrsee;** 
But  this  is  quite  a  new  affair.  Cider  is  only  beginning  to 
reign  in  our  communications.  It  was  quite  a  different  thing 
when,  on  the  second  day  after  the  assault,  forced  hy  hunger 
and  by  thirst,  and  by  sore  bones  aching  by  contact  with  thM 
joss-house  flag-stones,  I  descended  from  our  heights  on  tile 
desperate  enterprise  of  getting  up  a  certain  portmanteau  and 
warm  wrapfj,  a  two-dozen  case  of  sherry,  and  another  case 
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full  of  prcserv'ed  meats,  all  which  I  had  deposited  for  safety 
ou  board  one  of  her  Majesty's  slu[)S. 

This  was  a  more  hopeless  quest  than  any  ever  made  after 
a  golden  fleece  ;  and,  as  it  was  successful  only  after  two  day.s 
incessant  work  and  watching,  it  gave  me  full  opportunity  of 
seeing  everything  that  was  going  on  from  the  landing  place 
to  head-quarters.    Talk  of  Balaklava,  that  interesting  village 
in  its  palmiest  days  was  not  such  an  entanglement  of  con- 
fusion aa  the  landing-place  which  formed  the  teruainus  of 
tlia  eommunication  between  the  army  and  the  ships.  The 
point  is  where  a  shallow  streamlet  or  drain  falls  into  the  river, 
about  a  mile  to  the  east  of  tlie  south-eastern  corner  of  the 
eitj  wall.    Suburban  waterside  hovels  once  covered  the  area 
upon  which  the  promiscuous  crowd  is  now  raging  and  shout- 
ings and  pushing  and  straggling ;  but  those  hovels  are  nov 
onlj  heaps  of  rabbish.   Twenty  or  thirty  ships*  boats  have 
their  bows  against  the  hard,  the  commissariat  lorcha»  the 
general's  chop-boat  (which,  in  the  confusion,  was  once  seized 
upon  by  a  French  ship  of  war  and  taken  down  the  nvet), 
several  gun-boats  and  the  Coromandd  lie  off  in  the  river. 
Packages  innumerable,  bacrgage  and  bales,  barrels  and  cases, 
munitions  of  war  and  nuuiitiuiiri  tor  the  stomach,  are  piled 
about  in  mountains.    Soon  after  I  first  saw  this  scene  the 
thronging  multitudes   were  hushed,  for  a  strong  escort 
appeared,  bringing  down  the  wounded.    Many  a  wan  face 
passed  which  we  were  glad  to  recognize,  even  though  dis- 
torted by  ])ain  or  flung  back  in  lassitude  ;  for  when  a  mau 
is  hit  the  rumour  always  spreads  that  he  is  killed,  and  many 
of  them  had  been  already  spoken  of  as  dead.  Nothing 
could  be  more  promptly  or  more  tenderly  done  than  the 
removal  of  our  wounded.    Large  hospital-ships*  boats,  pre- 
viously fitted  for  even  a  greater  emergenq^r^  were  near  at 
hand ;  and  in  those  spacious  floating  houses  they  were  ail 
safely  placed  as  swiftly  as  could  be  gently  done.    Then  the 
iBabel  recommenced;  everybody  wanted  an  escort,  and 
everybody  wanted  a  troop  of  coolies.    Oh  those  patient, 
?lusty,  enduring  coolies !   It  was  a  valuable  legacy  which 
Gobnel  Wetherall  left  us,  that  coolie  corps.  They  carried  the 
ammunition,  on  the  day  of  the  assault^  dose  np  to  the  rear  of 
our  columns;  and  when  a  cannon-shot  took  off  the  head  of 
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one  of  them,  the  others  only  cried  "Ey  yaw  !"  and  laughed,  \ 
and  worked  away  as  merrily  as  ever.    Their  conduct  has  •, 
throughout  been  admirable,  and  Captain  Temple,  "  the  king 
of  the  coolies,"  deserves  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  / 
has  handled  them.    Well  dressed  and  well  fed,  wearing  the  f 
cotton  uniform  of  a  Chinese  soldier, — except  that  the  Chinese  f 
characters  on  the  jacket  of  the  Imperial  ^  ping'*  are  replaced  |  | 
by  an  English  number,  and  that  the  words  "Army  Train'* ! 
are  written  in  conspicuous  charactera  round  their  conical  | 
caps, — ^these  stent  fellows,  with  their  bamboo  poles,  are  ati 
once  the  envy  and  the  terror  of  the  Chinese  po]) ulace.  ^  Two  \ 
coolies,  and  lea\re  to  join  an  escort,**  form  the  highest  imme-  • 
diate  earthly  aspirations  of  many  an  officer  of  no  mean  rank  j 
who  is  without  a  chano^e  of  raiment,  and  who  has  worked  * 
hard  for  three  days  and  tasted  no  porter.    Otlier  officers,  a 
numerous  class,  are  much  more  interested  about  their  men 
than  about  their  own  creature  comforts.    Tliey  are  asking  / 
for  gun-boats  and  troops  of  coolies  to  get  their  men's  kits ' 
over  froin  Honan  ;  they  might  as  well  invoke  Hercules  and 
Ne[)tune.    The  French  are  already  passing  in  strong  bodies, 
caiTying  up  their  heavy  baggage  to  the  front.    Ever  and 
anon  some  gaping  Chinaman  is  urged  by  curiosity  to  approach 
the  crowd.   Quick  as  liglitning  Johnny  Frenchman  seizes  him 
by  the  ear,  pops  the  end  of  a  bamboo  pole  upon  his  shoulder, 
gives  him  a  kick  in  the  rear,  and  makes  him  trot  oS,  a 
pressed  porter,  amid  the  jeers  of  our  commissariat  coolieai 
When  a  long  fi!e  of  baggage-carriers  has  been  formed,  an 
escort  is  given,  and  away  they  go  through  the  dangerous 
debris  of  wrecked  houses  which  intervene  between  the 
landing  place  and  the  east  gate.  Daring  this  transit  of  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  the  men  are  fired  upon  from  odd  comers^ 
slugs  and  gingall  balls  come  down  fW>m  the  roo&  of  those 
square  fortresses,  the  pawnbrokers^  warehouses,  and  the  escort 
keeps  up  a  constant  fusillade  in  return.   The  line  of  march 
crosses  a  creek,  and  the  southern  parade-ground,  and  through 
a  long  silent  street,  and  at  last  reaches  Colonel  Qraham's 
])ost  at  the  east  gate,  whenceforward  there  is  a  now  safe 
passage  along  the  city  wall,  held  as  this  is     constant  posts 
of  riflemen,  who  allow  no  Chinese  head  to  show  itself  on  the 
rooftops.    In  one  of  these  transits,  whereof  I  had  occasion 
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\    to  make  five  in  one  day,  I  Nvas  near  being  witness  to  a 
.  bloody  battle.    As  we  debouched  from  the  parade-ground,  a 
'  Chinese  banner  was  seen  flaunting  above  the  niiiis  ahead, 
.  and  the  tramp  of  a  large  body  of  men  was  heard.    Quick  as  | 
lightning  the  rifles  were  at  the  .slioulders  of  our  men,  and 
every  revolver  was  pointed.    The  officers  shouted  and  struck 

/    up  the  weapons  just  in  time — it  turned  out  to  be  a  body  of 
bluejackets  marciuug  down,  ioaprudentiy  dezuoosirative  of 
^  their  trophiea. 

If  I  try  to  paint  these  noenesy  it  is  with  no  idea  of  im- 
puting blame,  for  no  blame  is  due.  Immediatelj  after  the 
taking  of  a  city  of  a  million  of  inhabitants,  we  cannot  exjpect 
tKe  eingie  lainiing-plaec  to  be  move  orderly  than  the  door  of 
the  Opera-house  or  the  Epsom  entrance  to  a  railway  Biatioii. 
The  men  had  four  days'  provisiomi  in  their  havresaoki^  so 
tfcey  did  not  suffer;  and  there  were  offioecs  of  wilUng 
energy  present,  trying  to  gradually  mould  the  chaos  into 
fK^tr— men  who  n»de  no  difficulties*  who  appearod  nhiqiutous 
and  indefatigaibky  fertUe  in  expediently  and  neirer  out  of 
baart  or  out  of  temper.  Ab  I  sat  for  hoors  watching  my 
opportunity  to  fiirUvely  slip  my  cases  among  some  heap 
destined  for  head-quarters,  I  had  full  leisure  to  note  how 
much  may  be  done  by  iudividual  tact  and  firmness.  During  I 
this  time  Captain  iiall,  of  the  Calcutlay  Major  Crealock, 
deputy  assistant  quartermaster-general,  Mr.  Power,  of  the 
commissariat,  Major  Clifford,  assistant  quartermaster-general, 
and  Captain  Tem))le,  were  the  presiding  genii  of  order. 
After  I  left  I  doubt  not  that  others  of  equal  vigour  succeeded 
them.  But,  having  slipped  my  last  article  in  among  the 
government  stores,  I  lost  my  interest  in  the  scene,  quietly 
followed  the  convoy  till  it  got  to  Magazine-hill,  and  then 
innocently  reclaimed  my  property  from  the  coolies.  My 
mess  that  evening  had  soup  and  jidtS  and  capital  sherry  for 
dinner,  while  the  general  was  dining  on  biacmt  and  tea. 

There  is,  however,  a  lesson  to  be  learned  from  this  foc- 
perienca.  The  system  is  still  bad.  That  ianding-place  scene 
skill  proves  that  a  British  regiment,  as  now  constmcrtied^ 
esHinot  take  the  field.  The  first  object  and  duty  of  a 
gsnecal  is  to  secure  his  position.  For  this  Jhe  emplojEB  in 
fuacda  or  fatigue  parties  aU  the  rnrni  wjio  are  jMwnm  to 
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him  as  fit  for  duty.  Every  regiment  should  have  attached 
to  it  a  transport  train,  not  retained  for  military  duty,  but 
under  command  of  the  regimental  quartermaster,  and  con- 
fined to  the  transport  of  baggas^e  and  provisions.  Without 
this  wc  never  can  march  ten  miles  inland  without  renewing 
the  scenes  of  the  Crimea. 

After  the  time  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  seventy 
hours  of  rain  fell.  It  was  an  unlooked-for  event,  and  the 
misery  it  caused  was  incalculable.  No  tents  had  been 
farocight  from  the  depdt  on  the  rirei^the  coolies  were  knocked 
up^  and  Colonel  Lemon's  battalion  of  marines  were  in  the 
open  nearly  all  the  time. 

The  loss  of  efficient  men  by  sickness  was  almost  as  greet 
as  thalf  effisoted  by  all  the  Chinese  gun%  and  speai!%  and 
rookets. 

In  a  few  days  we  settled  down  in  our  new  position. 

Ilall's-terrace"  is  now  complete,  and  we  can  walk  about 
in  tolerable  security,  and  revisit  the  scenes  of  Tuesday's 
struggle. 

The  men  are  cooking  their  food  upon  the  walls,  and  there 
appears  to  be  great  plenty  of  pork  and  fowls.  Never  was 
an  army  kept  under  stricter  discipline.  The  eccentricities 
of  the  British  sailor  are  held  under  strong  repression  by 
Captain  Morrison,  the  provost-marslial,  and  his  assistants ; 
and  if  a  man  is  found  ten  yards  in  front  of  the  outposts  he 
is  fiogged  incontinently,  unless  he  happen  to  he  a  French- 
man.   Yet  somehow  pig  is  very  abundant. 

"  Where  did  you  loot  that  pig,  Jack 
Loot,  sir,  we  never  loot ;  there's  an  Older  agamst  loofeng^ 
and  it*s  pretty  strict^  as  we  knows.** 

"  But  how  do  you  get  all  these  pigs?" 

"  Why,  d'ye  see,  we  lij^ts  our  fires  o'  nights,  and  I  think 
the  pigs  must  all  come  to  the  ligh^  and  the  sentries  must 
tidce  *em  for  CSmMODen,  and  fire  at  *em,  £>r  we  generally  j 
finds  two  or  three  with  their  tlaoats  ent  in  the  mominig.*' 

I  hope  Captain  Morxison  and  i^e  C&inese  find  this  ex* 
planation  satisfiMtory.   It  was  all  I  oould  get 

There  waa  also  a  great  quantity  of  fine  oarp  frying  and 
stewing,  bat  these  were  better  aeoonnted  for.   A  Ohinese 
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i^iagazine  blew  up  under  very  suspicious  circumstances, 
dreadfully  burning  sixteen  of  our  men.  Another  was  soon 
discovered,  and  the  powder  was  emptied  into  a  pond  adjoin- 
ing a  joss-house.  Many  thousands  of  pounds  were  thrown 
into  this  })oiid,  and,  a  few  minutes  after,  many  hundreds  of 
great  gasping  carp  came  floundering  to  the  surface.  Upon 
.Uiofie  8aci*ed  carp  the  irreTerent  members  of  the  &itish  force 
are  now  feasting. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  east  gate  we  come 
to  a  pai*t  of  the  wall  where  the  embrasures  are  knocked 
down.  This  was  where  the  men  of  the  59th  and  the  French, 
with  the  English  engineers  and  sappers  attached  to  the 
Frenchi  escaladed.  There  is  a  bastion  here — a  protruding 
half  square  tower — and  on  either  side  of  this  the  scaling 
ladders  were  fixed.  The  wall  rests  upon  a  bank  of  earth 
about  twenty  feet  below^  and  at  the  foot  of  this  bank  runs 
tJbe  wide  shsllow  ditch.  There  is  still  a  village  not  greatly 
damaged  on  the  other  side. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29ih  this  village  was  occupied  by 
the  French  and  by  some  companies  of  the  59th,  which, 
although  forming  the  covering  party,  had  crept  up  to  the 
front.  Captain  Rotton's  guns,  and  lour  French  field-pieces 
under  Lieutenaut-de-vaisseau  Veriot,  from  behind  the 
village,  were  battering  away  at  the  walls,  and  had  knocked 
over  the  parapet  for  a  distance  of  thirty  feet ;  and  the  shells 
and  rockets  from  the  Dutch  Folly  and  the  ships  in  the  river 
were  from  an  unseen  distance  bursting  along  the  whole  line 
of  fortifications.  The  orders  (agreed  to  by  all  the  chiefs, 
both  French  and  Juiglish)  were,  that  the  assault  should  be 
made  at  nine  o'clock,  but  the  men  had  been  all  night  in  the 
open;  they  were  drawn  up  at  day-break  in  position,  and 
the  emulation  between  the  French  and  English  added  to 
theic  impatience,  fiiowever  we  may  despise  the  Chinese^  it 
•^'required  no  sm.il!  amount  of  courage  to  continue  to  crowd 
those  walls,  and  ply  their  hidden  assailants  with  guns  and 
gingalls  and  spear  rockets  while  those  diells  were  bursting 
0¥er  their  heads,  and  those  guns  were  crumbling  their 
embrasures^  and  the  riflemen  were  dinging  their  deadly 
bullets  through  the  loopholes.  Twenty  minutes  before  the 
appmnted  time  the  French  advanced,  and  of  coune  the 
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English  could  not  be  ke2)t  back.*  They  had  crossed  the 
ditch,  and  were  clustered  under  the  wall  before  the  scaling 
ladders  could  Ije  brought  up.  A  daredevil  youn^r  Frenchman 
had  taken  off  his  shoes  and  gaiters,  and  was  trying  to  work 
himself  up  the  southern  angle  of  the  bastion,  aided  by  Major 
Luard,  who  was  propping  him  up  with  the  muzzle  of  the 
Frenchman's  own  firelock,  when  a  ladder  was  placed,  and 
Luard,  leaping  upon  it,  stood  first  upon  the  wall.t  He  was 
followed  by  a  Frenchman,  the  bandmaster  of  the  59  th,  and 
Colonel  Hope  Graham.  At  the  same  instant  of  time  Stuart^ 
of  the  engineers,  was  balancing  in  air  upon  a  breaking  ladder 
at  the  north  side  of  the  bastion ;  but,  although  he  sprang  to 
another  and  got  upon  that^  I  believe  that  two  or  three 
Etenchmen  springing  to  the  wall  from  the  breaking  ladder 
got  up  before  him.  Let  me  mention,  also.  Corporal  Perkins 
and  Daniel  Donovan,  both  volunteer  sappers,  who  held  thm 
place  well  among  the  Freneh  assailants^  and  were  among  the 
first  over  the  wall  Meanwhile,  the  Chinese  bad  been 
tumbling  down  all  sorts  of  missiles  ;  but  when  the  allies 
were  once  upon  the  wall  the  great  body  of  them  retired. 
They  poured  down  into  the  city  and  fired  from  the  streets ; 
they  dodged  behind  the  buildings  on  the  ramparts,  and 
aimed  their  cumbrous  matchlocks  from  behind  them.  A 
few  single  encounters  took  place,  and  Luard's  revolver  dis- 
posed of  one  lingerer  ;  but  the  general  move  was,  to  fire  right 
and  left,  and  hurry  to  the  right,  to  sweep  the  wall  upwards 
towards  the  hill.  Helter-skelter,  away  they  went,  driving 
the  Tartars  down  into  the  town  and  before  them  along  the 
wall,  until,  some  hundred  yards  in  front,  they  came  upon  a 
new  body  of  the  besiegers^  who  were  just  accomplishing 
another  escalade. 

*  The  French  have  a  habit  of  stealing  a  march  upon  their  allies,  hy 
attacking  a  little  before  the  appointed  time.  There  was  some  excuse 
however,  in  tbis  instaiiee.  The  men  had  been  brought  up  bo  aear  the 
waUiH  that  the  sliells  from  our  ships  were  fiUling  among  them,  and 
they  were  as  safe  upon  the  walls  as  elsewhere. 

f  I  notice  with  regiet  since  my  return  to  England,  that  Major 
Luard's  name  was  not  among  the  promotions  for  this  affair.  The 
services  of  the  marines  also,  were  in  this  gazette  very  niggardly 
rewarded.  It  is  poeeible,  however,  that  the  promotions  are  not  yet 
■n  published. 
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We  lum  fidkwed  their  ptttii  tbvB  fiue.  Here  let  va  panae 
and  contemplate.  At  a  bxokoi  embmare  abeat  two  hundred 

yards  south  of  the  nortb-east  gate,  close  by  a  battered  shed, 
where  Commodore  Klliot  now  linds  scanty  i^helter,  a  scaling 
ladder  vet  stands.   You  can  reckon  the  heii^ht  of  the  wall  bv 
the  rounds  of  the  ladder — it  is  twenty  feet.    The  foot  of  the 
ladder  rests  upon  a  bank  of  earth  at  the  foot  of  the  wall.  At 
the  ba.se  of  this  bank  lies  the  wide  ditch,  perhaps  forty  yards 
in  breadth.    The  bottom  is  covered  with  patches  of  water- 
loving  vegetables,  except  in  the  middle,  through  wliicli  a  j 
muddy  streamlet  ripples.    Look  u]>  the  broken  and  shelving  i 
bank  of  red  earth  on  the  other  side,  and  you  sec  an  enor- 
mous tree,  which  almost  hides  a  village  behind  its  branches. 
Fnrther  to  the  left,  and  aeparated  from  the  village  and  the 
tree  by  a  wide  footway,  is  a  white  mud-built  cottage,  its 
blank  gable-end  turned  towards  qsl    Perhaps  it  is  distant  a 
hudred  yards  from  thiSxembiaaore.   It  stands  in  a  patch  of 
v^^gstabkt^  and  twelve  yards  distant  from  the  ditch.  There 
is  a  low  earthen  Inioe  and  bandies  of  high  reeds^  which 
must  prevent  your  seeing  from  this  cottage  down  into  the 
diloh.   TJukt  bnnohof  reedsis  thesceneof  poorBate'sdeidh. 
This  brohen  embrasure  is  where  the  blnejadBeis  and  the 
marines  scaled  the  wall.    In  that  cottage  in  early  morning 
of  the  29th  the  chiefs  of  the  Britisli  force  were  assembled — 
the  admiral,  the  general,  and  tlie  members  of  their  staff. 
On  the  overhanging  hill  just  beyond,  by  no  means  out  of 
fire,  but  out  of  the  fury  of  the  fire,  were  some  troops  and 
divers  lookers-on.    Among  others  was  Mr.  Oliphant,  Lord 
Elgin's  private  secretary,  who,  with  other  amateurs,  was 
sometimes  intrusted  witli  messages  from  the  general,  which 
brought  him  into  dangerous  proximity  with  round  shot  and 
rockets.    As  to  the  white  cottage,  where  the  chiefs  found 
lefuge,  five  laige  holes  made  by  round  shot  still  show  tbe 
attention  it  received.    A  storm  of  balls  and  rockets  from 
the  wail  hurtled  all  round  this  spot,  and  no  one  could  cross 
the  footway  to  tbe  tree  and  the  village  without  imminent 
danger.   It  was  necessary,  howev^,  ^at  some  one  shonld 
eroas  that  open  patch  of  vegetables^  and  look  down  into  the 
difceh^  to  see  where  the  best  point  fer  placing  the  laddecs 
would  be.   Captain  Bate  at  once  volnnteered  to  90^  and 
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Captain  Mann,  of  the  engineers,  accompanied  him.  Bate 
v.^as  one  of  the  most  scientific  of  our  naval  surveying  service, 
a  right  good  officer,  and  a  popular  commander.  He  was, 
moreover,  an  eminently  religious  man.  "  My  pluck,"  as  I 
heard  a  very  gallant  officer  say  some  weeks  before  this  event, 
"  is  quite  a  diiierent  thing  from  Bate's.  I  go  ahead  because 
I  never  think  of  danger ;  Bate  is  always  ready  for  a 
desperate  service  because  he  is  always  prepared  for  death.** 
Bate  had  run  across  the  open  patch,  and  was  looking  down 
into  the  ditch,  when  a  shot  traversed  his  body.  Dr.  Ander- 
son^ who  aaw  him  fall,  rushed  out  through  a  fire  from  which 
some  who  saw  it  feared  he  would  not  return,  and  a  seaman, 
I  think  Bate's  own  coxswain,  aocompanied  him;  hnt  the 
stricken  man  never  spoke. 

Meanwhile  a  gun  had  been  brought  to  bear  from  bdiind  a 
house  in  the  village,  aad  it  was  worked  by  Major  Gmloek 
and  Major  Clifford,  and  Oolin  Campbell,  of  the  Opomimt  mmI 
other  members  of  the  staff  Captains  Blake  and  Oooke  had 
hsoaght  np  their  marines  and  kept  np  a  fire  alt  the  eas* 
hcBsmm  How  hot  the  five  was  may  be  judged  from  thi% 
that  Captain  Blake  omt  of  his  half^ompany,  firing  fiostt 
«nder  eover,  had  one  man  killed  and  aiz  wenndwi  in  a 
few  minutes. 

When  the  fire  was  a  little  quelled,  the  scaling-ladders 
were  advanced,  and  of  the  blue-jackets  Commander  i^'eliowes 
stood  first  upon  the  wall,  just  in  time  to  meet  the  party 
which  was  advancing  after  their  successful  escalade  to  the 
south.  Others  came  tumbling  up,  and  we  may  be  sure  that 
the  admiral  and  the  general  were  not  far  behind.  Commo- 
dore Elliot  was  well  in  front.  The  hurrah"  was  now 
along  the  wall  to  the  heights,  as  I  described  it  in  ray  former 
letter,  and  the  pace  was  tremendous.  There  were  several 
hand-to-liand  encounters,  and  it  is  f^aid  that  even  the 
general  had  to  use  his  revolver  to  disembarrass  himself  of  a 
p^inacious  Tartar.  However,  they  ran^  and  rallied  onijr 
at  distant  points  and  for  short  conflicts^  until  tbey  wefB 
obliged  to  form  and  attack  the  Magazine-hill  with  more 
deliberation.  Lieutenant  Davidson,  of  t^e  Fv/riaus,  had  the 
satisfaction  of  firing  the  first  Chinese  gun  from  the  battery 
on  Mogasine-hiU.   It  was  abont  this  time  that  the  fiaak^ 
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fire  from  the  streets  grew  hottest,  and  that  Lord  Gilfurd 
and,  I  think,  poor  Bowen,  and  several  others,  were  hit. 

This  escalade  was  accoraplished  under  the  fire  of  our  own 
ships.  Some  men  were  wounded  by  our  shells,  one  French- 
man was  killed,  and  Captain  Bush  was  twire  obliired  to  halt 
his  company  because  the  line  of  our  own  fire  was  across 
their  path.  Tlie  loss  would  have  been  greater  had  not 
Major  Sohomberg,  from  hia  crowVnest  on  the  Dutch  F0II7, 
seen  our  men  on  the  walls,  and  discontinued  the  mortar  and 
rocket  firing.  It  was,  however,  not  the  fault  of  the  sbips, 
but  the  impatience  of  the  assaulting  party,  which  caused 
this  untoward  miatake.  The  ships  ceased  firing  at  the 
appointed  hoar. 

Qenend  Stranbenzee  was  hardlj  upon  the  wall  before  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  iti    An  army  of  Chinese,  just  about 
tbe  time  of  the  assault,  had  issued  from  the  north  of  the 
city,  and  came  forth  into  the  open  country — bare  undulating 
moors,  like  the  country  between  Buxton  and  Sheffield — 
Wftving  their  banners,  and  beating  their  tomtoms,  and 
brandishing  their  shields  ;  and,  drilled  to  advance,  or  halt,  or 
wheel  according  to  signals  made  by  flags,  they  advanced, 
threatening  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  assailants.  But  Colonel 
Holloway,  with  his  brigade  of  marines,  had  been  stationed 
to  tho  north-west  of  Lin's  Fort  expressly  to  meet  this  very 
probable  emergency.    Covered  by  the  inequalities  of  tbe 
gi-ound  and  by  the  graves,  the  Tartars  came  on  in  excellent 
skirmishing  order,  and  very  many  of  them  exhibited  great 
individual  bravery.    The.  fire  was  so  hot  that  Colonel  Hollo- 
way's  adjutant  was  shot  by  his  side,  and  a  few  minutes  after 
the  colonel  himself  was  shot  in  the  knee.    The  wound  did 
not,  however,  drive  him  from  the  field.    His  presence  and 
energy  were  required  to  prevent  lus  men  from  rnshiug  in 
upon  the  scattered  foe,  who  were  firing  from  under  cover. 
The  Tartars  had  already  been  driven  out  of  a  little  village 
and  a  small  wood  which  they  had  occupied  in  force,  and  the 
marines  were  pressing  forwud  to  convert  their  retreat  into 
a  flight,  when  successiTe  messages  came  from  the  general  to 
recall  his  men.    This  command  has  been  much  criticized. 
It  was  difficult  to  obey,  and  had  it  not  been  given^  the  defeat 
of  this  body  of  the  enemy  would  have  been  more  disastrous 
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to  them  ;  but  not,  perhaps,  without  some  loss  to  ourselves. 
Straubenzee's  acknowledged  tactics  liave  been,  throughout, 
not  to  expend  men  against  such  a  foe.  The  general  was 
acting  up  to  his  system  ;  but  the  marines  grumbled  furiously, 
and  growl  still.  The  men  had  thrown  off  their  knapsacks 
in  the  heat  of  the  fire,  and  when  they  were  recalled  Colonel 
IToUoway  and  his  aide-de-camp,  Captain  Ellis,  assisted  by  a 
few  others,  were  obliged  to  remain  in  front  and  bring  them, 
in,  while  the  men  were  almost  frantic  at  being  withdrawn. 

There  are  many  episodes  of  this  siege  which  1  should  like 
to  tell,  were  I  sure  that  the  English  pablio  would  care  tm 
read  them.  I  must,  however,  rectify  one  error  I  made  iu 
my  hasty  sketch,  written  while  the  conflict  was  still  going 
on.  Although  it  was  upon  the  testimony  of  my  own  eyes^ 
I  stated  that  the  English  and  French,  oolours  were  waved  at 
the  same  moment  from  different  embrasures  of  Lin's  Eort— - 
I  now  find  that  the  French  were  in  first.  It  is  not  of  much 
consequence,  for  the  Chinese  were  out  before  either  party 
entered.  However,  let  oar  brave  and  agile  allies  have  the 
honour  due. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  during  this  short  siege 
does  not  amount  to  more  than  ninetynsix  English  and 
thirty-four  French,  and  of  these  the  wounds  are  under 
the  average  severity.    The  surgeons  say  that  this  is  to  be 

accounted  for  by  the  want  of  propulbivo  power  in  the 
Chinese  weapons.  Where  the  Mini 6  ball  would  have 
crushed  the  bone,  the  Chinese  bullet  glanced,  and  lost  its 
energy  among  the  surface  tissues.  When  we  consider  the 
mass  of  missiles  Hying  about  for  so  many  hours,  and  when 
we  liear  of  the  narrow  escapes  which  almost  every  individual 
of  the  force  employed  had,  the  number  of  men  hit  seems 
miraculously  small.  Let  us  not,  however,  undervalue  the 
courage  of  our  Chinese  enemies.  They  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  military  art.  The  commonplaces  of  attack  and  defence, 
which  every  tyro  subaltern  knows,  are  astonishing  pieces  of 
strategy  which  surprise  and  confound  them  ;  their  weapons^ 
terrible  as  they  are  among  themselves,  are  inefficient  against 
our  rifies  and  iield-pieces,  and  mortar  batteries  with  shells 
that  and  explode  like  mines.  Let  us  ask,  how  would 
European  troops  stand  against  such  odds  of  discipline,  and 
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strategy,  and  weapons  ?  Depend  upon  it,  the  Chinese  Lave 
the  stufi"  in  them  whereof  good  soldieis  may  be  made,  and 
this  is  a  fact  which  should  not  be  neglected  when  we  are 
casting  about  for  a  substitute  for  our  vanished  Sepoy  army. 

From  Tuesday  night  until  Monday  night  we  remained  ia 
position  upon  the  heights  and  walls,  waiting,  apparently, 
that  the  city,  now  nt  our  mercy,  should  come  to  us  with 
offers  of  submission  and  prayers  for  jirotection.    Nothing  of 
the  sort  occurs.    The  imperturbable  Chinamen  go  on  just  m 
though  nothing  had  happened.     We  make  an  impooisg 
military  promenade  all  niond  their  walls,  but  only  crowds  of 
the  lowest  classes  come  out  and  stare  at  us.    The  Mandarin 
aoldisn  have  been  driven  from  the  suburb  near  the  landings- 
plaoe,  bat  hsve  been  sncceeded  by  robbers,  who  deqxnl  tiie 
viUagerB^  and  resist  our  officers  if  they  interfere.  Captain 
HflJl  had  to  cut  one  of  these  fellows  down  as  he  was  aimii^ 
a  fbztive  blow  with  his  short  sword  at  Lieatenant  Foiliefl^ 
and  there  are  few  of  ns  who  hai^  not  a  pike  or  a  swxnral  to 
show  as  a  memorial  of  some  enoonnter  with  these  rofBana 
The  Tartar  soldiers  are  found  at  night  creeping  up  to  our 
sentries,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  maf];azine8. 
The  general  belief  is  that  they  come  to  blow  us  up.   I  think 
they  come  to  steal  the  powder.   Gough  Fort  and  Bluejacket 
Fort  were  mined  by  our  sappers,  for  we  have  not  force 
enough  to  hold  tliem.    The  Chinese  actually  came  at  night 
and  stole  the  powder  laid  ready  to  charge  the  mines ;  and  a 
Chinaman  was  found  in  a  magazine  from  which  our  men  had 
been  withdrawn  because  the  roof  had  caught  fire^  and 
smouldered  for  two  days  before  it  went  out* 

On  Friday  Lord  Elgin  and  Baron  Gros  came  np  to  camp^ 
and  sat  apon  the  roof  of  the  Chinese  battery  on  Magazine- 
hill  to  see  the  forts  blow  up.    It  was  worth  the  trouble  of 
getting  up  the  hill  to  see  this  sight.    When  the  speetaton 
/     took  ikekt  seats,  both  the  forts  were  fall  of  men.  TkB 
Erendi^  who,  having  no  engineers  of  their  own,  were  direeted 
\     by  Captain  Stuart^  took  Haejacket  Fort ;  and  Gough  Fbst 
\    was  mined  by  the  senior  engineer  oftor,  Captain  Mami. 
\  When  the  appointed  time  had  oome  and  passed,  a  rocket 
went  up,  the  men  hurried  oot,  and  the  solid  stone  buildings 
stood  intaot  in  their  lonelioess.    They  never  looked  so 
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interesting  an  during  the  tea  minutes  which  succeeded  the 
rocket.  Seated  at  only  five  hundred  yards'  distance,  you  could 
just  see  a  small  glimmering  slow  match  burning  down.  Then 
came  a  succession  of  loud,  sharp,  cracking,  shivering  explo- 
sions, throwing  fragments  high  in  the  air,  and  frightenings 
but  not  killing,  a  kite  at  the  moment  hovering  over  Fort 
Gough.  There  wei^  at  least  twenty  Ruccessive  exploaioiDS 
at  the  larger  fort.  When  the  smoke  cleared,  a  tlunuaiid 
years  seemed  to  have  passed  in  a  few  seconds.  The  aqoiiie 
substantial  fortification  was  a  picturesque  mini  anch  as  we 
see  at  Caernarvon  or  Drachenfels.  It  was  intended  that 
tiie  two  forts  should  go  up  together ;  but  the  Vimk  wm 
ready  firsts  and  the  speetators  were  tired  of  waitings  so  the 
dnuoa  wae  diirided  into  two  parts. 

People  still  ask,  not  what  too  are  going  to  do  next,  but 
what  the  C9iinese  are  going  to  da  These  curious^  stolid, 
impertnrbaUe  people  seem  determined  simply  to  ignore  our 
presence  here,  and  to  wait  till  we  are  pleased  to  go  away.  Yeh 
lives  mucli  as  usual.  He  cut  otF  four  hundred  Chinese  heads  the 
other  morning,  and  stuck  them  up  in  the  south  of  the  city. 
Oar  leaders  seem  to  be  puzzled  by  the  tenacious,  childlike, 
helpless  obstinacy — the  passive  resistance,  of  their  enemy. 
When  petitioners  come  up  to  complain  of  some  plundering 
straggler,  there  is  a  buzz  of  expectation  in  the  camp.  Mr. 
Parkes  and  Mr.  Wade,  the  interpreters,  who,  by  reason  of 
the  general  ignorance  of  the  language,  are  become  masters 
of  the  position,  are  looked  to  with  ludicroQS  anxiety.  These 
ie  aa  evident  h(^  that  the  gentleman  with  the  tail  is  a 
mandarin  with  an  offer  of  submission. 

I  sometimes  think  that  these  oracles  deliver  mthw 
apooiyphal  responses  as  to  tiie  manners  and  customs  of 
modem  Chinamen,  but  the7  certainly  work  like  horses ;  and, 
as  our  leadm  must  lean  upon  external  aid,  it  is  well  they 
have  men  ol  so  much  pluck,  and  energy  at  hand.  It  is^  how- 
ever^ an  evil'^-one  of  the  many  evils  unavoidable  in  Chin% 
tihat  the  responsible  men  cannot  form  thdr  own  judgments 
and  diree^  superintend  their  own  measures. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  5. 
At  length,  after  a  week*s  pause,  we  have  made  a  move, 
and  a  decisive  move.    At  half-past  seven  o'clock  the  troops 
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entered  the  city,  and  befine  ten  we  had  captured  the  lien- 
tenant-governor,  the  Tartar  general,  the  Treasury,  fifty -two 

boxes  of  dollars,  and  sixty-eight  packages  of  sycee,  and,  lastly, 
the  great  Ycli  himself.  It  will  take  me  longer  to  recount 
how  all  this  happened  thau  it  took  the  troops  to  ac- 
complish it. 

Last  among  the  tiers  of  temples  which  cover  the  Magazine- 
hill,  stands  the  only  house  in  Canton  city  which  an  English 
gentleman  would  think  inhabitable.  All  the  rest  are  huge, 
dusty,  ruinous,  dilapidated  shams.  It  is  called  Yeh's  house, 
and  was  yet  unfinished  when  tlie  city  was  taken.  The 
lattice-work  is  new,  the  paper,  which  does  duty  for  glass,  is 
nnhroken,  the  grotesque  decorations  are  fresh,  and  the  whole 
place  is  clean.  From  the  terrace  of  this  house  you  have  the 
beet  and  nearest  view  of  the  city.  You  look  up  one  narrow 
street  mnning  southwards,  and  you  catoh  glimpses  of  two 
others  passing  in  the  same  direction ;  you  can  for  a  sihort 
distance  trace  the  walls  to  the  right  and  to  the  left^  and  yon 
can  see  &r  out  in  the  body  of  thecity  aline  of  high  mandarin 
polea  These  poles  denote  the  reridenoes  of  the  great  public 
officers,  and,  as  our  maps  tell  us,  they  open  upon  the  ^street 
of  Benevolence  and  Love  " — a  principal  slreet  of^Canlon, 
which  crosses  at  right  angles  the  three  streets  we  look  up 
from  this  terrace. 

At  half-past  seven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  while  the 
rain  was  still  falling,  we  could  see  from  the  tciTace  three 
columns  of  English  red-coats  penetrating  into  the  city  down 
these  three  narrow  streets,  while  a  detachuient  of  four  hundred 
French  blue-jackets,  with  two  guns,  were  advancing  along  the 
to  our  right.  They  are  all  soon  lost  to  sight,  and  we  must 
descend  and  follow  if  we  would  see  more.  There  is  heavy 
firing  on  our  left,  and,  of  course,  we  hurry  there  first.  It  is 
only  Colonel  Lemon's  men  discharging  their  rides.  Let  us 
speed  away  to  see  what  the  general's  party  are  doing.  Thej 
meet  with  no  i^esistance,  except  from  the  intricaqr  of  the 
streets.  But  they  have  lost  their  way,  ovemhot  their  mark, 
and  in  the  labyrinth  of  narrow  ways  cannot  find  the  yamun 
they  are  in  quest  of.  Colonel  HoUoway's  detachment  of 
four  companies  are  itiore  successful.  They  have  marbhed 
rapidly  down  the  street  in  which  we  saw  themi  and  they 
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liaTe  paused  for  a  few  moments  before  a  closed  gateway.  It 
is  only  a  passive  xeelstance.  The  pioneers  with  a  lew  blows 
of  their  axes  open  a  way  through  this  obstruction,  as  they  do 
through  a  barricade  which  is  erected  a  little  beyond,  but  is 
not  manned.  The  people  look  on  from  their  dooxB^  and  the 
eooUee  carry  wateivbucketa  to  and  fro  in  the  rear  of  the 
troops,  just  as  though  nothing  uncommon  were  passing, 
l^ow  the  troopB  arriye  at  the  cross-road,  where  one  street  - 
strikes  the  street  of  Benevolence  and  Love— a  fine  broad  i 
ayenue  in  the  map,  a  hovel-crowded  alley,  ten  feet  wide,  in/ 
reality.  Here  Colonel  Holloway  detaches  Captain  Parke 
with  two  companies  to  the  left,  with  instructions  to  advance 
and  seize  the  treasury,  while  he  leads  the  rest  of  his  men  \ 
round  to  the  right.  A  hundred  paces  bring  him  in  front  of 
the  yamun  of  Peh-kwei,  the  governor  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince. Like  the  front  of  all  Chinese  yamuns,  it  is  a  dismal 
square,  with  a  wall  on  one  side,  whereon  a  gigantic  beast  is 
painted.  The  vast  doors  of  the  yamun,  whereon  two  great 
figures  like  Gog  and  Magog  are  daubed,  front  this  monstrous 
effigy.  This  is  the  place  indicated  in  the  colonel's  instruc- 
tions. Quick  "  is  the  word«  A  rush  from  the  pioneers^ 
and  the  unbarred  doors  move  open  with  unexpected  ease. 
^  front  form,"  cries  the  colonel,  and  in  a  moment  the  red- 
coatB  are  four  abreast  and  advancing  at  the  double  np  a  broad 
granite  paved  causeway  in  the  middle  of  an  immense  conrt- 
yard — ^trees  and  shrubs  on  either  side  of  the  causeway^  low 
buildings  forming  the  light  and  left  sides,  and  a  huge  barn- 
shaped  pavilion  dosing  the  square  in  front.  In  obedience  to 
a  few  words  and  a  few  gestures  sentries  are  thrown  out,  and 
while  the  main  body  is  yet  hurrying  on  every  spot  is  guarded. 
A  few  Chinese  guards,  with  pikes  and  matchlocks,  are  disi 
armed  and  huddled  together  in  the  front  guard-house,  and 
the  pavilion  is  gained,  hastily  secUcLed,  and  passed  thruugh. 
Another  courtyard  like  the  former  now  appears — more  ^ 
granite  terraces  and  causeways,  more  trees  and  shrubs- 
more  lateral  low  buildings,  and  another  big  dingy  pavilion  ^ 
m  front.  This  is  treated  just  as  the  former  was,  but  nothing  ' 
is  seen  but  miserable  guards  stujnfied  by  surprise,  and  swarm- 
ing domestics.  A  vast  dilapidated  hall,  and  still  another 
pavilion  beyond.    The  lateral  houses  appear  a  little  more 

z 


Digitized  by  Google 


338 


habitable  ;  the  paint  is  not  so  entirely  rubbed  off,  the  paper 
sashes  are  not  so  broken  ;  there  are  porcelain  llov/erpots  and 
furniture,  and  articles  of  Chinese  luxe  lying  about.  This 
third  pavilion  is  a  hall  of  audience,  rude  and  dirty,  but  im- 
posing. There  is  a  fracture  in  the  tiled  rpof^ jfchroufyh  which 
AD  English  rocket^-had  forced  -itr^vtrf:  There  are  ourtiiined 
portieres  right  and  left,  leading^  evidently  to  private  vptart- 
moits.  "  Halt!"  Order  arms!"  and  the  musketa  descend 
upon  the  stone  floor  with  a  ring  which  makes  the  old  shed 
eoha  At  this  moment  one  of  the  portih'es  is  raised,  and  mi 
old  nam,  drened  in  the  ordinary  bbie  Ohineae  dreoB^  tet( 
wearing  a  mandarin's  cap  with  a  red  bntton,  appears  in  Ite 
doorway.  He  has  a  bhusk  moustache,  a  qokk  eye,  and  move 
intelligence  in  his  face  than  yon  nsually  see  in  Ohina;  andke 
saosns  to  say,  as  plainly  as  gostores  oan  apesk,  ^  Wbat^  ma 
all  this  disquietude  be  about  1  **  Svety  one  felfe  that 
could  be  no  other  than  Peh-kweL  Oolond  Holloway  put 
his  hand  upon  his  shoulder,  led  him  gently  back  into  his 
apartment,  seated  him  in  a  chair,  and  put  a  guard  round 
him.  The  old  gentleman  was  quietly  at  breakfast  when  the 
English  marines  burst  in. 

A  few  moments*  delay  occurred  while  a  Chinese  inter- 
proter  was  got  up,  and  the  governor,  seeing  he  was  in  no 
immediate  danger,  recovered  a  composure  which  he  had  never 
lost  the  power  of  assuming.  lie  was  asked  for  his  seals  of 
office  and  his  papers.  It  was  very  unfortunate,  but  he  had 
that  morning  mislaid  his  keys.  Tell  him,"  said  Colonel 
HoUoway,  "  not  to  trouble  himself,  for  I  have  a  master  key  ;** 
and  at  a  sign  a  tall  pioneer  with  his  axe  made  his  appear- 
ance. The  governor  took  up  a  coarse  damp  towels  which 
the  Chinese  use  as  a  napkin,  and  the  lost  keys,  were  aoei- 
dentally  found  to  have  been  underneath  it. 

Meanwhile,  Captain  Parke  and  his  detachment  had  been 
equally  fortunato.    Turning  to  the  left,  and  proceeding  down  ! 
the  street  of  Benevolence  and  Love^  they  came  to  the  lame  I 
low  building  indicated  as  the  treasury.    Here  also  the  dam 
gave  way  to  the  firat  rush.  The  surprise  was  oompletft.  Ttm-  \ 
guards^  wm,  some  sleepinij^  some  cookings  some  smolring. 
The  military  mandarin  in  command  drew  his  sword,  but  waa 
tripped  up  and  secured;  a  young  Tartar  shouldered'. hi» 
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xi»tolilock  and  pointed  it  at  the  captain,  but  a  bayonet  vat  \  . 
at  bia  breast  in  a  moment^  and  voold  bava  .been  in  it  bad  ^  • 
not  tbe  detain  struck  it  npb   All  the  others  were  motifnikai  \ 
under  tbe  influence  of  British  bayonets  brought  to  the  J 
charge  within  six  inches  of  their  bodies.  / 

For  six  days  the  western  gate  had  been  open,  and  exit 
had  been  denied  to  neither  men,  nor  goods,  nor  treasure. 
Surely  there  could  be  nothin;:^  left  to  reward  the  captors. 
How  can  wo  strain  our  minds  to  comprehend  the  stolid, 
titupid  confidence  of  these  Chinese  officials  1    The  treasury. 
>vai5  full  of  silver — as  full  probably  as  it  ever  was.  Fifty-two 
boxes,  which  a  man  could  not  singly  lift,  were  found,  and 
siixty-eight  packets  of  solid  ingots.    There  was  also  a  store- 
house of  the  most  costly  mandarin  fur  dresses,  lined  with 
sable  and  rare  lurs,  and  there  was  a  room  full  of  copper  ca.sh. 
Now  a  strange  scene  occurred.    The  instructions  were  to 
bring  away  any  bullion,  but  to  touch  nothing  else.  These 
orders  were  obeyed  with  a  strange  and  self-denying  fidelity,  j 
The  soldiers  and  officers  in  strict  discipline  turned  their 
longing  eyes  away  from  the  rich  dresses.     But  how  tof 
l  emove  the  heavy  load  of  bullion  1    Crowds  had  assemblediiiK' ; 
front,  and  a  happy  thought  occurred  to  one  of  the  officers,-— (  | 
A  dollar's  worth  of  cash  to  every  ooolie  who  will  help  to ; 
eany  the  silver  to  the  English  camp.**    In  a  moment  thef  j  ^^-^ 
crowd  dispersed  in  search  of  their  bamboo  poles^  and  itiy  I 
another  moment  there  were  a  thousand  volunteer  CaatoDeBfi  \  I 
contending  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  for  an  enemy  thein  \ 
own  city's  treasure.  /  j 

With  their  stipulated  strings  of  cash  round  their  neeks,  ' 
away  they  trudged  with  the  Snglish  soldiers  and  the  syoee  ' 
silver.    Colonel  Graham,  who  had  advanced  from  the  south  ■  \ 
to  the  same  point,  came  up  in  time  to  direct  this  operation.  |  | 
When  the  last  British  soldier  left  the  treasury  the  mob     •  f 
poured  in  like  a  counticiis  pack  of  famislicd  wolves.    The  \ 
retiring  and  self-denying  English  could  hear  their  yells  and  / 
shouts  as  they  fought  over  the  fur  dresses  and  other  stores  i  | 
that  had  been  left  untouched. 

Contemporaneously  with  these  operations  the  French  had 
followed  the  course  of  the  ramparts  to  the  w^est  gate  and 
closed  it.    Leaving  a  detachment  to  secui'e  this  exit^  the 
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liudn  body  struck  inwards  for  the  lofty  poles  which  mark  the 
ate  of  the  palace  oi  the  Tartar  general.  Here,  if  anywhere, 
tefeuBtance  nrast  be  expeeted.  All  is  ho11owneaB--all  is  sham ! 
They  had  come  to  foroe  a  palatial  fortress ;  they  found  a 
xank  wilderness;  oolossal  eonrtyards,  gnuas-grown  and 
mildewy ;  habitations  with  space  for  an  imperial  army,  bnt 
not  safe  to  the  tread  of  a  single  soldier ;  vast  empty  rotting 
halls  where  bats  in  thonsaii£  wm  clinging  to  the  roofi^  and 
where  the  floors  were  inches  deep  in  their  ordure.  It  was 
not  destruction  they  saw  around  them,  bnt  decay.  Upon 
Peh-kwei*s  table  was  found  a  return  from  the  Tartar  general, 
saying  that  he  had  7,000  Tartar  troops  under  his  command. 
Where  were  they  1  Certainly  they  were  not,  and  had  not 
for  many  yeai-s  been,  in  this  yamiin.  It  is  the  custom  to  let 
Chinese  soldiers  live  at  their  own  homes,  but  surely  they 
might  be  expected  to  be  called  in  and  posted  on  guard  when 
an  enemy  had  occupied  all  the  fortifications.  Yet  the  evi- 
dence afforded  by  the  place  itself  is  indis])utable.  The 
Tartar  general  must  have  lived  here  almost  alone.  A 
hundred  men  would  have  trodden  down  this  rank  grass,  and 
dispossessed  these  horrible  clustering  bats.  A  few  days 
after  this  event  I  passed  two  houi-s  in  this  yamnn  iai  the 
company  of  several  English  and  French  officers,  who  came 
to  allot  it  for  quarters.  Afber  dose  inspection  they  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  were  only  two  rooms  fit  for  the 
dwelliug  of  a  civilized  man.  From  one  of  these  the  French 
chased  the  Tartar  general,  and  they  took  him  in  a  closet 
dose  by. 

We  must  now  go  back  to  the  general  starting  point,  and 
aoeompany  the  chase  after  Teh.  Mr.  Consul  Parkes,  who, 
was  attached  as  interpreter  to  Colonel  Holloway's  party, 
arrived  too  late,  and  was  without  an  escort.  While  he  was 
deploring  his  ill-luck  he  met  with  Commodore  Elliot,  who,  fired 
by  Mr.  Parkes  telling  him  that  he  had  some  information  as  to 
Yeh*s  lurking-place,  agreed,  upon  his  own  re8i)onsibility,  to 
accompany  him  with  a  hundred  blue-jackets.  Mr.  Parkes  ex- 
pected to  find  Yeh  at  the  imperial  library,  but  upon  arriving 
at  that  high-titled  edifice  he  found  only  agreat  empty  house. 
Having  ransacked  every  corner,  they  were  coming  away 
disgusted,  when  Mr.  Parkes  put  his  foot  against  a  closed 
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door.  It  gave  waj,  and  a  Chinaman  was  seen  innde  the 
closet  diligently  studying  one  of  the  sacred  books.  Where 
was  Yeh  ¥  How  should  the  Chinaman  know  9  He  knew 
nothing  of  Yeh — ^he  was  only  a  poor  student.  Drawn  from 
his  hiding-place  and  subjected  to  a  sharp  interrogatory,  he 
confessed,  bit  by  bit,  that  Yeh  had  been  there,  but  had  left 
some  days  before.  At  last  he  even  thought  he  knew  where 
he  was — ^nearly  three  miles  off — somewhere  at  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  city,  in  a  small  yaniun  of  one  of  the 
lieutenant-governors.  Taking  this  "  student"  along  with 
them,  the  party  now  proceeded  to  the  governor's  yamun. 
The  governor  was  by  this  time  in  custody  of  Colonel  Hollo- 
way,  and  the  admiral  and  the  general  had  arrived  there. 
An  examination  took  place,  and  the  goveraor,  after  some 
admonition,  admitted  that  he  also  knew  Yeli's  retreat,  and 
named  the  same  place  which  the  student  had  named.  He 
was  made  to  send  a  second  guide,  and  the  two  Chinamen 
were  placed  in  front  of  the  bluejackets.  These  unwilling 
guides,  as  they  were  urged  along  through  the  nanow 
streets  of  the  Tartar  city,  did  not  cease  shouting  to  the 
crowds  which  ran  together, Good  people,  go  about  your 
aflhirs.  These  gentlemen  have  just  had  a  respectful  inter- 
view with  Peh-kwei,  and  they  are  now  going  to  have  another 
interview  with  Yeh."  "  Very  well,"  said  the  crowd,  habitu- 
ally deferential  to  the  cap  of  the  small  mandarin.  As  they 
got  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  maze  of  streets  some  of  the 
officers  seemed  to  think  they  were  doing  an  imprudent  thing. 
^  If  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst,**  said  Captain  Key,  we 
know  the  direction  of  the  walls  by  this  compass,  and  can 
fight  our  way  to  them ;  '*  so  on  they  went.  The  longest 
chase  must  have  an  end.  At  last  the  guides  called  a  hidt  at 
the  door  of  a  third-rate  yamun,  which  appeared  closed  and 
deserted.  The  doors  were  forced  open,  and  the  bluejackets 
were  all  over  the  place  in  a  moment.  It  was  evident  that 
they  were  now  on  the  right  scent.  The  house  was  full  of 
hastily-packed  baggage.  Maudarinswere  running  about — yes, 
running  about ;  and  at  last  one  came  forward  and  delivered 
himself  up  as  Yeh.  But  he  was  not  fat  enough.  Parkes 
pushed  him  aside,  and,  huiTying  on,  they  at  last  spied  a  very 
fat  man  coutemplating  the  achievement  of  getting  over  the 
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wall  at  the  extreme  rear  of  the  yamim.  Captain  Koy  and 
Oonimodore  Elliots  coxswain  rushed  forward.  Key  took 
the  fkt  gentleman  round  the  waist,  and  the  coxswain  twisted 
the  augost  tail  of  the  iiaperial  commissioner  round  bis  fist. 
There  was  no  mistake  now, — this  was  the  veritaole  Yeh. 
InstinctiTely  the  bluejackets  felt  it  must  be  Yeh— «iid  they 
tossed  up  their  hats  and  gave  three  rattling  cheers. 

Yeh  is  by  no  means  ^  hero  people  thought  him.  He 
trembled  violently  when  he  was  taken;  he  strenoouslj 
denied  his  identity ;  and  it  was  not  till  Mr.  Parkea  had 
several  times  had  the  satisfisu^don  and  triumph  of  assuring 
his  old  enemy  of  his  personal  safety  that  he  grew  eomposed. 
As  soon,  however,  as  he  felt  himself  safe  aU  his  arrogance 
rLturned.  He  posed  himself  magnificently  in  bis  chair, 
lie  laughevl  iit  the  idea  of  giving  up  his  seals,  and  also  at  tiic 
idea  of  bis  being  led  away.  He  would  wait  there  to  receive 
the  men,  Elgin  and  Gros.  They  searched  all  his  packages 
for  papers,  and  found  among  other  things  the  original  ratifi* 
cations  of  the  treaties  witb  England,  France,  and  America; 
they  were,  as  be  iutimated,  too  unimportant  as  documents  to 
be  sent  to  Pekin.  This  search  lasted  three  hours.  The  news 
of  the  capture  bad  been  sent  to  bead-quarters;  Colonel 
Hocker  was  despatched  with  a  strong  body  of  marine^  and 
Yeb  again  trembled  as  he  entered  bis  chair  a  captive. 

At  the  foot  of  the  terrace,  before  the  great  joss-house  on 
Magazine-hill,  off-setting  from  the  broad  steps,  is  a  collegiate 
quadrangle.  Here  the  dons  of  the  ecclesiastioal  institution 
once  clustered.  Some  small  cellular  apartments^  (qpening  in- 
wards towards  the  hill,  were  doubtless  the  private  abodes  of 
the  bonzes ;  two  large  rooms,  whose  windows  look  over  tbe 
city,  were  the  hall  and  senior  common  room.  This  quadrangle 
is  a  little  changed  in  its  uses.  It  has  become  the  British  hesd- 
quartera.  The  admiial  and  general  have  appropriated  tbe 
hall  and  common  room,  and  the  staff  are  contriving  possi- 
bilities of  i-esidence  in  tbe  cells.  The  servants  have  utilized 
the  small  area — a  dozen  Criuieau  shirts  are  there  bauglug  to 
dry.  "  *"   

About  twelve  o'clock  on  Tuesday  the  colonnade  pt  this 
small  quadrangle  was  loosely  thronged  by  post-captains  and 
coloneb  and  smaller  barbarian  mandarins.    The  news  that 
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the  (uty  had  been  dragged,  and  all  (he  big  fish  taken 
had  spread.  Every  one  was  anxious  to  see  the  prisoners 
brought  in. 

First  marched  Peh-kwei,  who^  I  faaye  already  described, 
and  after  him,  with  rolling  step,  almost  gigantic  in  statnroi 
and  immense  in  bulk,  came  the  Tartar  general.    As  he 

passed  close  by  me  I  measured  him  by  myself ;  he  must  be 
quite  six  feet  four  high.  They  were  ushered  into  a  small  room 
at  the  end  of  the  colonnade,  where  the  general  and  the  two 
admirals  were  assembled.  The  two  mandarins  took  their 
seats  as  though  they  had  come  of  their  own  free  will  to  pay 
an  ordinary  visit.  The  Tartar  general,  with  his  head  thrown 
back  so  that  you  saw  only  the  inside  of  the  brim  of  liis 
Tartar  cap,  looked  not  unlike  our  own  Eighth  Harry  as 
Holbein  shows  him.  There  is  great  show  of  dignity  and 
courage  about  that  martial  Tartar,  but  he  is  only  a  type 
and  i^cimen  of  the  great  imperial  sham  of  which  he  forms 
part.  He  is  an  empty  imposture.  During  the  fight  he 
never  appeared  upon  the  walls.  After  the  fight  he  did 
nothing  to  gather  his  7,000  men  around  him.  When  the 
'French  came  he  made  no  defence,  but  ran  from  room  to 
room,  and  was  dragged  from  a  filthy  closet  If  he  had  been 
taken  by  Tai-pings  instead  of  Europeans  he  would  be  howl- 
ing at  their  feet.  Knowing  himself  personally  safe,  he 
swells  himself  and  tries  to  look  majestic.  He  belicTes  he 
has  to  do  with  men  more  superstitiously  obsequious  to 
Chinese  rank  than  the  coolies  of  Canton  are^  so  he  tries  to 
awe  them  by  liis  presence.  Perhaps  he  is  right.  There  is 
too  much  of  this  nonsense. 

The  interpreters  catch  this  mania  of  mandarin  v/orship 
from  their  teachers  and  their  Chinese  books,  and  our  leaders 
— predisposed  by  the  truly  Englisli  deference  for  high- 
sounding  titles — catch  the  infectious  folly  from  the  inter- 
preters. 

What  shall  be  done  with  these  men  1  "  Send  them  both 
aboard  ship,"  advises  one  interpreter  ;  Send  thcin  back  to 
resume  their  functions,  and  to  save  the  city  from  pillage,** 
advises  the  other.  Lord  Elgin  is  consulted,  and  has  the 
boldness  to  beheve  that  the  general  prindples  of  human 
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nature  are  not  to  bo  extinguished  by  paper  lanterns  and 
peacocks'  feathers.    He  advises  "  Let  them  both  return 
under  conditions.  Let  Peh-kwei  re-establish  Lis  court  under 
the  authority  of  and  in  co-opemtion  with  an  European 
tribunal.    Let  Tseang-keun  return  under  condition  of  dis- 
banding his  troops  and  delivering  up  their  arms."  Im- 
possible ;  they  couldn't  do  it ;  contraiy  to  all  ChinieM 
precedent,"  <kc.     "  Try."    The  trial  is  made,  and  the  in- 
dignant mandarins  laugh  loudly  at  tbe  impudent  snggefltion* 
Left  together  for  a  night  to  consider  the  matter,  they  aid 
found  in  the  morning  like  pricked  windbags^  ready  to  sor- 
render  their  inflation  under  gentle  ptessnre but  I  am 
anticipatlDg  the  events  of  subsequent  days. 

Room  for  the  great  mandarin!  Preceded  by  Cdkmel 
HockeTi  with  his  sword  drawn,  accompanied  by  Commodove 
Elliott  and  Captain  Key,  and  followed  by  two  files  of  marineiv 
in  waddles  the  great  Yeh  himself  He  is  not  ushered  into 
the  small  room,  but  into  the  admiral's  room.  To  place 
him  with  the  governor  and  the  general  would  be  to  confine 
a  pike  with  two  gudgeon.  Peh-kwei  and  Tseang-keuu  shook 
at  the  sound  of  his  ftiotsteps. 

If  ho  liad  six  lieadsmcn  in  his  train,  and  if  we  all  stood 
kicliiuppcd  men  before  him,  he  could  not  hold  his  head  more 
haughtily.    It  is  a  huge,  sensual,  flat  face.    The  profile  is 
nearly  straight  from  the  eye-brow  to  the  chin.    He  wears 
his  niandarin  cap,  his  red  button,  and  his  peacock's  tail ; 
but  in  other  respects  has  the  ordinary  blue  quilted  tunic 
and  loose  breeches,  the  universal  winter  wear  of  this  part  of 
China.    He  seats  him.self  in  an  armchair,  and  some  inferior 
mandarins  w  ho  have  pressed  in  after  him  stand  round  and 
make  him  a  little  court.    The  ofiicers  who  fill  the  room  aie 
passing  to  and  fro  upon  their  own  duties,  and  of  course 
refrain  from  staring  at  him.    Yet  no  one  can  look  upon 
that  face  without  feeling  that  he  is  in  the  presence  of  an 
extraordinary  man.    There  is  a  ferodty  about  that  restless^ 
roving  eye,  which  almost  makes  you  shrink  from  it  It  is 
the  expression  of  a  fierce  and  angry,  but  not  coursgeoos 
animal     While  the  long  nails  of  his  dirty  fingm  sie 
trembling  against  the  table,  and  his  eyes  are  searebmg  into 


Digitized  by  GoogL 


YEBl  before  THS  ADAII&ALS. 


U5 


every  part  of  the  room,  scrutniizing  every  face,  his  pose  of 
dignity  is  too  palpably  simulated  to  inspire  respect,  even  if 
you  could  forget  his  deeds.  But  no  one  can  look  upon  him 
with  contempt. 

The  two  sdmirals  and  the  general  nov  arrivey  and^  after 
some  salutations,  which  were  naturally  more  embarrassing 
to  the  captors  than  the  captive,  the  English  admiral  inquired 
whether  Mr.  Cooper,  senior,  was  still  living.  Yon  will  recol- 
lect the  oircramstances  under  which  this  gentleman  was 
kidnapped.  Teh  burst  forth  into  a  loud  langh,  which 
soanded  to  eyeryone  present  as  though  he  wm  recollecting, 
and  enjoying  the  recollection  of,  this  poor  man's  sufferings. 
When  he  had  finished  his  cachinnations  he  replied,  "I  can't 
recollect  aboiit  this  man;  but  I  will  make  inquiries  to- 
morrow, and  if  he  can  be  found  you  shall  have  him."* 

The  disgust  was  at  that  moment  so  great  (for  many  in  the 
rooni  Lad  known  and  esteemed  poor  Cooper),  that  if  the 
audience  could  have  decided  the  matter,  Yeli  would  have 
been  taken  out  and  hanged. 

He  was  told  that  his  answer  was  not  courteous,  and  he 
replied  that  it  was,  at  any  rate,  the  only  answer  he  should 
give. 

The  admiral  now  asked  whether  he  had  any  other  pri- 
soners alive  in  his  custody.  He  appeared  to  have  mis- 
understood the  question,  for  he  replied,  "Those  eighteen 
men  were  my  prisoners  of  war.  I  took  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  about  those  persons,  to  have  them  properly  buried. 
I  can  show  you  their  graves  at  this  day."^ 

''What  eighteen  men  were  theyT'  asked  the  admiral, 
and  when  were  they  taken  1 " 

•  ''How  can. I  tell  you  who  they  were;  and  how  can  I 
remember  when  they  were  ttiken  9  You  were  fighting  from 
October  till  January,  when  you  were  beaten  off  and  expelled, 
and  your  ships  ran  away.   It  was  during  this  time." 

It  was  evidently  not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
admirals  and  general  to  prolong  this  conversation.  After  a 
moment's  consultation  they  directed  Mr.  Parkes  to  assure 
''his  excellency^  that  every  care  would  be  taken  for  his 

*  Their  graves  have  since  been  discovered  :  they  were  in  the  commoo 
malefEUJtors'  burial  ground. 
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penonal  n&ty  and  oonTooinMe ;  hat  tliat  lie  would  be 
xemoTcd  fi>r  the  preaent  on  board  dup. 

''I  don't  see  any  neoeesitj  for  going  on boavd  abip/  veplied 
his  excettency, ''I  can  do  everything  that  requires  to  be 

done  just  as  well  here."  But  when  Yeh  observed  that  the 
adijiirals  were  grave  and  impassible,  aud  llutl  they  were 
about  to  reliro,  liis  eyes  roved  round  the  room  again  in 
terror,  and  he  added,  Well,  I  will  accept  your  invitation. 
In  fact,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
one  of  your  ships." 

It  was  more  than  an  hour,  however,  and  after  delays  so 
frivolous  that  I  cannot  describe  thera,  that  he  was  at  last 
fairly  seated  in  his  chair.  As  he  progressed,  with  his  escort 
"'of  marines,  along  the  walls  to  the  landing-place,  he  met  a 
gang  of  our  commissariat  coolies.  These  fellows  put  down 
their  loads  and  saluted  him  with  a  roar  of  laughter.  This 
was  too  macL  He  gnashed  his  teeth  with  rage  and  made 
a  threatening  gestoxe. 

2nb  Chmmor'9  Tmmi^  Jmm.  14. 

Saturday  last  was  a  great  day  in  the  city  of  Canton.  Teh 
being  safely  caged  in  the  If^bmbk,  and  the  aoihoritiea  of 
the  city  being  prisoners^  the  plenipotentiaries  became  afraid 
that  the  city  would  be  sacked  by  the  populace.  It  was 
resolved,  therefore,  to  formally  reinstate  Peh-kwei  in  bis 
palace,  and  to  assist  him  with  a  council  of  threc^  composed 
of  Colonel  lloUoway,  Captain  Martiueau,  and  Mr.  Parkcs. 

About  midday  large  bodies  of  English  and  rrench  troops 
defiled  into  the  city,  and  the  yamun  of  the  governor  was 
strongly  garrisoned. 

At  three  o'clock  the  plenipotentiaries  and  their  suite,  and 
the  naval  and  military  commanders  passed  through  the 
courtyards  in  their  chairs,  and  as-sembled  in  the  third 
pavilion,  which  I  have  already  spoken  of  as  a  hall  of 
audience. 

Here  they  for  two  hours  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
Chinese  governor  and  the  Tartar  general  The  guns  which 
wero  to  fire  the  salnte  had  lost  their  way  in  the  city,  the 
prisoners  were  not  ready,  and  at  last,  when  t]»  delay  had 
been  supposed  to  be  overcome,  it  was  discovered  that  no 
order  had  been  left  to  deliver  over  the  prisoiMira^  and  the 
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iaithful  sentinel  opposed  his  bayonet  to  all  who  presented 
themselves  to  conduct  them.  out. 

It  was  five  o'clock  before  Peh-kwei  and  his  gigantic  col- 
league appeared.  It  was,  doubtless,  an  imposing  sight. 
X<ord  Elgin  and  Baron  Gros  were  seated  on  a  sort  of  dais, 
the  naval  and  military  commanders  were  seated  on  clmirs  at 
a  right  angle  with  the  dais,  and  opposite  to  those  chairs  were 
others,  left  vacant  for  the  Chinese.  A  throng  of  English 
and  Frencli  officers,  a  hsLXxd,  and.  colours»  Med  up  the  halL 
There  were  only  three  Chinamen,  spectatoT%  present.  When 
Peh-kwei  came  in  the  plenipotentiarieB  advanced  and  received 
him,  and,  zesuming  their  seats  upon  the  dais,  motioned  to 
him  to  take  that  assigned  to  him.  But  Peh-kwei  demunedy 
proleetedy  jabbered,  cmd  pottered  about,  and  created  a  scene. 
The  plenipotentiaries  remained  sUent  spectators  of  this  for 
some  minutes.  Lord  Elgin  at  last  yidded,  and  made  wajy 
for  the  Chinamen  beside  him.  With  great  satisfaction,  and 
many  giins  and  bows,  the  mandarins  enjoyed  the  Tlctoxj 
granted  to  their  pertinarafy,  and  sat  in  seats  of  honour, 
taking  precedence  of  the  English  and  French  admirals  and 
the  British  general — ill-omened  evidence  of  weakness  of 
purpose  ! 

The  proceedings  then  commenced.  The  ceremony  was 
somewhat  hurried,  for  the  sun  was  setting,  and  we  were  in 
the  heart  of  the  unknown  city.  I  must  confess  that  I  think 
it,  although  admirably  conceived,  yet  badly  ordered  in  the 
execution.  If  we  had  assembled  in  that  hall  the  inferior 
Chinese  authorities — if  Lord  Elgin  and  Baron  Gros  had  then 
taken  their  seats — if  Peh-kwei  had  been  brought  in  a  pri- 
soner— and  if  the  plenipotentiaries  had  released  him  upon 
the  spot,  and  had  resigned  to  l  ilm  their  dais,  there  could  have 
been  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Chinese  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  transaction.  As  it  stands,  the  Chinese  know  only 
the  Peh-kwei  is  in  his  yamun,  with  a  guard  of  honour. 

Lord  Elgin  then  addressed  Peh-kwei  sitting.   He  said, 

"  We  are  assembled  here  to  welcome  your  excellency  on  your  relura 
to  jour  yaamn,  aii,d  on  your  rmmptioa  of  the  fonctioos  of  your  office, 
which  have  been  momentarily  interrnpted.   It  is  proper,  boweTer,  that 

I  should  apprise  your  excellency,  and  tbrongh  your  excellency  the 
inhabitants  of  Canton,  that  the  plenipotentiaries  of  England  and  France 
and  the  oommanders-in-cbief  of  the  ftlUed  ierces,  are  firmly  resolved  to 
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vsteis  mlHteTy  ooeapation  of  the  dty  until  nil  qiiestkmBpeiidmgr  between 
oar  respective  governments  and  that  of  Cluoa  riiall  nave  been  finnlj 
leUled  and  determined  between  us,  the  high  ofiloera  appointed  by  your 

govemmenta  for  thia  service,  and  plenipotentiaries  of  equal  rank  and 
powers  whom  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  emperor  of  China  may  see  tit 
to  appoint  to  treat  with  ua.  Any  attempt,  therefore,  whether  by  force 
or  fraod,  whether  by  treaoheiy  or  vioiUiiioe^  to  disturb  us  m  our 
poMSiiion  of  the  city»  will  not  mil  to  bring  down  on  its  authors  and 
abettors  the  most  severe  and  signal  punishment.  I  am,  however,  no 
less  to  apprise  your  exi^elkncy  that  it  is  equally  f^nr  determination, 
when  the  (juestions  to  which  I  have  referred  shall  have  been  so  settled, 
to  withdraw  from  the  military  occupation  of  the  city,  and  to  restore  it 
to  the  imperial  authorities.  Meanwhile,  it  is  our  sincere  wish  that 
during  tibe  period  of  onr  military  occnpatton  the  feelings  of  the  people 
bhould  be  respected,  life  and  property  protected,  tlio  i;ood  rewarded, 
and  offenders,  whether  native  or  foreign,  punished.  We  are  desirous 
to  co*operate  with  your  excellency  for  these  objects,  and  with  this 
view  we  have  appointed  a  tribunal  composed  of  officers  of  high  cha- 
racter and  discretion  to  act  in  concert  wiUi you.  We  hope  that  through 
the  agonoj  of  this  tribunal  confidence  may  be  restored  to  the  people, 
and  the  foundation  laid  of  a  better  understanding  between  foreigners 
and  natives,  ho  that  henceforth  aU  may  pursue  their  avocatiMis  Ui 
peaoe^  and  traffic  together  for  their  mutual  advantage.** 

The  address  of  the  Erench  Plenipotentiary  was  very 
nearly  as  follows 

Monsieur  le  Gouvemeur, — ^Les  paroles  qui  vient  d^sdresser  votre 
excellence  le  hant  eommissaire  do  8a  Majesty  Britannique  ezprioMnt 

si  fidMement  la  pens^e  du  gouvemement  de  8a  Majesty  TEmpereur 
des  Fran^ais  qu'il  u'est  pas  necessaire  de  Ics  reproduire  devant  vous. 
Je  me  borne,  done,  k  les  confinner  de  tout  point.  J'ajouterai  seule- 
ment  que  nous  vous  remercions  de  vouloir  bien  aider  les  commandants- 
en-chef  des  forces  alliees  h,  mainteuir  Tordre  daos  cette  graude  cit^ 
jusqu'an  moment  oh  I'heureuse  issue  de  ncs  n^godations  aveo  la  oonr 
de  Pekin  nous  permcttra  de  la  remettre  entre  les  mains  des  d^l^u^ 
de  TEmpereor  de  la  dyiiastie  Ta*Tsing.  En  agissant  comma  vous  le 
faites  vous  acquerrez  de  nouveaux  titres  H  la  reconnalfpance  de  vom 
concitoyens  ;  et,  tout  en  vous  fdlicitant,  M.  le  gouverneur^  nous 
faisons  dea  vccux  siuceres  pour  votre  bonheur  personneL" 

These  addresses  were  saccessiTely  translated  to  Peh-kwei, 
uid  he  made  an  answer  which  the  interpreter  ropcodnced 
in  so  low  a  tone  that  I  eonld  not  catch  a  word  of  it.  It 

was,  however,  as  I  understand,  only  an  unmeaning  Chinese 

compliment,  except  that  iu  liis  answer  to  the  French 
plenipotentiary,  Peh-kwei  said,  "  That  mau  Yell  has  beeu 
the  cause  of  all  the  troubles." 
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I  must  reserve  for  another  chapter  all  description  of  the 
virgin  city  of  Canton,  and  of  the  doings  in  the  governor's 
yannui,  where,  with  the  little  guard  of  fifty  men  left 
to  retain  possession,  I  found  opportunity  of  getting  a 
corner  to  sleep.  We  are  not  luxuriously  located.  While 
I  am  writing  I  hear  the  following  colloquy  between  two 
marines  : — 

"  So,  Jem,  the  musquiters  have  been  at  your  face,  too  1" 
Musquiters,  you  call  them  things^blessed  if  I  ain't  been 
sleeping  all  night  in  a  beehive.'^ 

HoNGSOiro,  /an.  15* 
Last  night  I  left  Canton  and  came  down  here  with  the 
mail  boat  in  order  to  correct  my  list  of  killed  and  wonnded, 

and  to  add  such  remarks  as  to  the  state  of  the  latter  as  I 
could  safely  make. 

We  passed  Yeh  in  the  river,  and  at  an  early  hour  this 
morning  I  visited  the  Hercules  hospital-ship  in  this  harbour. 
Dr.  Burns  and  Dr.  Smart,  with  their  assistants, were  already 
at  their  duties ;  the  desperate  cases  are  very  few,  and  the 
men  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  care  and  comfort  which 
can  alleviate  their  pain  and  expedite  their  recovery. 


lAtt  qf  Casualties  of  Naval  and  Marine  Bngades  before  ofnd  in  CanUmt 
on  the  2SiIi,  29th,  and  31it  of  December,  1857. 

ActcBon. — William  T.  Bate,  captain,  gingall  ball  in  chest,  killed. 

Sanspareil. — Henry  Thompson,  midshipman,  left  arm  ood  kidney 
pierced  by  a  spear- rocket,  mortally,  since  dead. 

Sybillc, — Edward  Loft,  A.B.,  wound  of  chest,  mortally,  since  dead. 

Nankin, — John  Jackaon,  blackflmitliVniate,  wound  of  head,  mortally, 
iince  dead. 

Highflyer.— J omfiih.  Bailey,  eapUun  of  the  mast,  wound  of  bead, 

mortally,  since  dead. 

Calcutta. — Viscount  Gilfurd,  lieutenant,  arm  broken  by  a  gingall 
ball,  severely,  hut  now  recovering  ;  Charles  X^ossett,  captain  of  fore- 
oasUe,  wound  in  right  thigh,  severely,  doing  well ;  James  Peanon, 
ordinary,  wound  right  arm,  ditto ;  William  Payne,  ordinary,  wound 
right  shonlder,  slightly ;  and  James  Holland,  A«B.,  wound  of  head, 
ditto. 

Sybille. — John  Smith,  A.B.,  left  elbow,  severely  ;  Jacob  Williams, 
A.B.,  graze  of  breast,  slightly ;  John  Burleigh,  A.B.,  wound  in  ear, 
slightly ;  Philip  Palmer,  bandsman,  wound  in  mouth,  slightly ;  and 
William  Jefiries,  8aU*maker*s  mate,  wound  in  head,  slightly. 
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ifMUtt. — J.  Bramblecombe,  ordinary,  wound  of  arm,  severely ; 
Coroeliiia  SnUtaii,  cvdmary,  wound  of  hnmt,  slightly ;  '^Umb  BoA- 
ham,  X,B.,  wcnnd  of  shoulder^  tUglfcilj;  And  Atexandsr  Ghartaiss^ 

carpenter's  mate,  slightly. 

Sanspareil. — George  Lane,  ordinary,  right  foot,  severely ;  Alfred 
Watson,  ordinary,  right  knee,  slightly;  John  M'Ginness,  ordinary, 
wound  in  temple,  slightly  \  and  William  Croker,  ordinary,  wound  in 
wrist,  slightly. 

JU;.— Charles  Bowen,  captain  of  the  nuieotop,  woiuid  of  idlest^ 

killed. 

Higkflyer. — William  Blssidu,  ordinnry,  left  arm,  slightly;  and 
JRichard  Sarsfield,  boy,  first-class,  wound  of  head,  slightly. 

Niger. — Charles  Smith,  boy,  first-class,  wound  of  left  thigh,  killed. 

Puriout. — William  Randall,  A.B.,  wound  of  left  arm,  slightly. 

BluoifcnniT — Oeoige  Herd,  emiovrer,  sprain,  sliglitly. 

MomeL — ^William  O.  Batler,  lientenant,  scal]^  wound,  severely,  doinc^ 
well;  Jamea  Fisher,  master's  assistant,  wound  of  arm,  slightly;  and. 
John  Daviefl,  captain  afterguard,  wound  left  eye,  severely. 

Elk.—Johx^  Manuel,  A.B.,  contusion,  severely ;  and  Patiick  Sweeney, 
leading  seaman,  contusion  slightly. 

CHnmt.— Chariea  F^wei^  oommander,  wound  left  fMit  and  wriil^ 
slightly ;  William  Tilhnry,  A.B.,  wound  of  right  thigh»  severely,  doiw 
ipul ;  J.  Bonn,  captain  of  foretop,  left  leg,  slightly ;  O.  A.  Yignol{ 
acting-foretop,  wound  of  arm,  sliglitly. 

InfltxxbU, — Samuel  Poiwao,  leading  seaman,  wound  of  band, 
severely. 


Roffol  Mann€if  Provisional  Battalion  {Lieutenant- CoLond  ThomoB 

Lenwn.) 

Calcutta. — Private  William  Mason,  wound  of  temple,  slightly; 
Francis  Masselwhite,  private,  wound  in  arm,  slightly ;  W.  Smith, 

Srivate,  wound  in  ear,  slightly ;  James  Allwood,  private^  wound  in 
ead,  severely— doing  well. 

Sybille. — Isaac  Eaton,  private,  wound  in  right  thigh,  dangeronaly; 
William  Emmett.  ordinary,  wound  of  ankle,  slightly. 

Assistance — Thomas  Hill,  private,  burn,  Rlightly  ;  John  Parker, 

Srivate,  wound  oi  knee,  slightly;  John  Adams,  burn,  slightly;  and 
homaa  Cooke,  private,  contusion,  slightly. 

Boyal  Marine  Artillery. — Thomas  Holloway,  colonel  commaadSqg 
naval  brigade^  right  knee,  slightly ;  Benjamin  Wise,  colonr-aei^gean^ 

left  nrm,  severely  ;  James  Fury,  gunner,  loss  of  left  arm,  aevefely; 
and  Robert  Hoddy,  gunner,  wound  of  foot,  slightly. 

First  Battalion  Royal  Marine  Brigade. — First  Lieutenant  W.  F.  P. 
S.  Dadson,  right  arm,  severely;  Sergeant  William  Bea,  right  le^ 
aevefely.  Privates — William  Barton,  wonnd  of  head,  aeverely;  Jamct 
Lucas,  right  thigh,  severely,  but  doing  Ikvouiahly;  and  Kedeikk 
Mears,  right  arm,  slightly. 

Esk. — William  Oxford,  cooper,  Henry  Page  and  James  Prior, 
ordinary,  Edward  Wiltshire^  captain  of  the  maintop  (dying),  William 
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Marler  and  William  Dyer,  ordinary  (since  dead),  and  Thomas  "William«j, 
A.B.  (since  dead) — severely  burnt  by  aa  explusioa  of  a  ChiaeBe 
uaagaztoe. 

Niffer, — Heniy  Whitehead  and  Simon  HoUoway,  ordinary,  John 
BoBimore,  Btoker  (since  dead),  and  WiUiJiin  Atkins,  qnartermaster— 
eeverely  burnt  by  an  explosion  of  Chinese  magazine. 

FurioiLS. — Joseph  M'Boil,  stoker,  Thomas  White,  captain  of  the 
mizentop,  and  H.  G.  Ravenhill,  leading  seamau — severely  burnt  by  an 
explosion  of  a  Chinese  inagaziue. 

Hwwi. — Thomas  King,  ordinary,  and  Edward  Chancy,  ordinary—, 
severely  burnt  by  an  explosion  of  a  ChineBe  magasine. 

Woodcock. — James  Gorman,  qmatennastar— aeverdy  hamt  hy  an 
e^^kmon^of  Chinese  magaiine. 


'  <;   V  '"IT' 

Nominal  Litkof  CatmUties  in  the  Land  Forces  occwrring  on  the  2&tk-  < 

29ik  of  Decmbtr^  ISn.   —  

59ffH  BaGDONT.  ^'^^ 

Lteutraaoi  Hackett,  killed: 

Xdeatenant  Thinkwin,  lacerated  wound  of  knee. 

Ensi^  Bowen,  gingall  ball  through  chest,  eoming  out  dose  io 
spine— since  dead. 

Private  Denis  Sullivan,  musket  ball  through  right  arm. 
.  Private  Timothy  Began,  kiUsd. 

Private  Matthew  Walsh,  shell  wound  in  right  eye. 

Private  James  Bullock,  mnricethall  in  hand. 

Private  James  Calvert,  wounds  in  thigh  and  head  by  shell. 

Private  Patrick  O'Neal,  contusion  of  knee  by  spent  cannon.  balL 

Private  James  Wigley,  wound  in  thigh  by  musket  balL 

Private  THUiam  Taylor,  musket  ball  entering  under  left  orbit. 

Private  Joseh  Healy, mnsket  ball  in  thigh. 

Private  J oseph  M'Namani^  xnusket  ball  in  leg.  J 

Private  William  Qiuinn,  mnsket  ball  in  aim  and  ftastora  of  xing^ 
finger.  / 

Private  John  Slattley,  musket  ball  through  calf  of  leg.  / 

Private  Joseph  Embley,  musket  ball  in  thigh.  ^ 

Private  Thomas  Haddioan,  mttsket  haU  throogh  shonlder. 

Private  Dennis  Sullif«B»  musket  ball  in  fiace. 

Private  John  Skillen,  musket  ball  wound  in  knee. 

Private  Matthew  Cronio,  contusion  by  fall  from  scaling  ladder. 

GNbdk  Inail,  mmvA  ot  sealp  by  xoeket 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 
nraiBS  CASTOir. 

The  Blockade  Question — The  Interior  of  the  City — Curiosity  Shop«— 
Street  of  the  Triumphal  Archeij — The  Nine-Storied  Pagodas — 
Greneral  Character  of  the  Houses  and  Yamuus — First  Xight  in  tha 
Ooreraor^t  T«iiuiii— lliroe  OonainiMioaers— Their  Court— Th« 
Depots  of  Aniit— The  Lom  of  the  Gbinete  during  the  Siege — 
Dearth  of  Interpreters — Concealed  Treasure  in  Colonel  Hooker's 
Quarters — A  Shrewd  Buddhist  Priest — Deportmeat  of  Peh-kwM 
and  Yeh — ^Propoaition  to  send  Yeh  to  Calcutta, 

Oovenun's  Ttmwn,  Caxivxk,  Jim.  88. 
Hayiko  gone  down  to  Hongkong  with  the  last  niai]*boat, 

I  remained  there  a  few  days  to  get  my  letters  and  make 
some  arrangements  for  a  more  protracted  residence  in  Canton. 
Tlie  topics  of  interest  in  the  city  of  Victoria  were  not  very- 
numerous.  The  arrival  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  and  the 
departure  overland  of  Captain  King — farewell  dinners  to 
Commodore  Elliot,  who  takes  home  the  SyhUle — the  advent 
of  Captain  Hall,  to  take  the  place  of  Captain  Edgell  as  senior 
officer — deeds  of  heroism  upon  the  walls,  re^wrted  b}'  the 
heroes  upon  leave — the  circumstances  of  one  or  two  past 
"balls  and  the  probabilities  of  the  forthcoming  races — the 
departure  of  the  Madras  troops,  and  expectation  of  others  to 
supply  their  places — were  the  chief  matters  talked  over  in 
that  not  very  eventful  city.  Some  benevolent  individuals 
amuse  themselves  by  throwing  pebbles  into  the  stagnant 
socialitieB  of  the  island,  by  inventing  some  egregious  '^shave." 
Yeh  was  a  frequent  hero  of  these  fictions.  At  another  time 
Peh-Kwei  bad  absconded.  Then  the  Tartar  general  had  fled 
to  join  a  camp  of  20,000  men  assembled  near  Fort  Lul  A 
SVenchman  had  been  found  outside  a  Canton  shop  sldiuitd. 
The  whole  of  the  ninetynuz  villages  were  ready  to  march 
upon  the  invaders.  A  massacre  of  the  English  in  Canton 
was  in  active  preparation.  ModDode  wu  iahm  off! 
This  last  was  tiie  all  absorbing   shave."   The  idaad  was 
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imraediately  divided  into  two  parties,  wlio  argued  the  quos- 
tion  entirely  upon  public  grounds.    It  was  amusing  to  one 
a  little  behind  the  scenes  to  hear  these  disinterested  and 
patriotic  discussions.    You  never  would  have  imagined  that  j 
the  disputants  bad  any  personal  interest  in  the  matter.    Yet  \ 
it  does  so  happen  that  some  of  the  European  houses  haye  beeu  \ 
buying  large  quantities  of  teas  at  high  prices  in  the  norths 
i<eckoning  upon  the  con^ued  sus^mdon  of  the  southern  - 
trade ;  and  it  generally  occurs  that  the  xepreaentatires  of 
these  houses  think  the  Chinese  ought  to  be  punished  by 
keeping  up  the  blockade  until  they  have  learnt  that  we  can 
do  without  the  commerce  of  Oanton.   On  the  other  hand, 
those  Americans  who  have  intimate  iielations  with  the 
Chinese,  and  people  who  could  not  run  the  risk  of  buying 
teas  in  the  nortli  at  their  present  prices,  are  struck  with 
the  gross  cruelty  of  stopping  the  poor  Chinaman's  com-  i 
merce  in  his  own  river.    They  never  hint  tliat  they  hope  to 
buy  ll,000,0001bs.  of  teas  at  lower  prices  as  soon  as  the 
river  is  open.    The  hope  may  be  illusory,  but  it  is  a  chance  . 
which  costs  them  nothing.  \ 
'   The  leaders  subsequently  conferred  upon  this  subject  o£ 
liaising  the  bloclvade.  The  consultation  took  place  on  iMonday,  | 
the  25 til,  and  the  day  determined  upon  is  the  10th  of  next  ^ 
month.    This  mail  will  probably  take  home  a  copy  of  the  ' 
proclamation  about  to  be  issued  at  Hongkong.    We  shall  ^ 
not  get  the  Gazette  here  until  the  mail  is  gone. 

On  the  21st  I  returned  to  my  quarters  in  Canton,  and 
found  that  all  the  tender  solicitude  of  the  people  of  Hong- 
kong had  been  entirely  thrown  away.  I  traversed  the  whole 
dty  with  my  trunk  and  diow-chow  basket^  myself  the  only 
escort  to  my  four  coolies.  Along  the  gi*eat  east  and  west 
thoroughfare  a  closed  shop  was  become  a  rare  exception,  and 
the  only  difficulty  was  to  push  our  way  througk  the  crowd. 
The  people  were  cutting  up  their  pigs  and  thdr  fish  (the 
abundance  of  immense  carp,  tench,  and  roach  in  the  stretHs 
of  the  city  is  wonderful),  and  cooking  their  comestiblui  ia 
full  businesslike  security. 

Idlers  were  playing  at  Chinese  hazard,  and  exhibiting 
their  piles  of  coins  upon  the  board.  The  curiosity-shops,  in 
incredible  numbers,  were  spread  with  curious  antiques  of  the 
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newest  fBtshions,  and  were  yictimising  credalous  lieutenaat» 
in  a  way  which  Mencius  would  not  have  approved.  The 
crowds  are  not  even  afraid  to  manitet curiosity  at  the  cloiiiea 
and  features  of  their  European  g^sts,  and  the  shopkee|pecs 
invite  you  into  their  shope  with  a  poUteneeBihat  proves  they 
liave  no  misgiving  that  yoa  will  exerciae  any  li^t  of  eoor 
<|neat  except  a  oonqaeet  by  purchase.  Tet  tne  i^iiit  of 
nuK^ence  has  departeid  oat  of  them.  Neitfaier  in  word  nor 
gesture  is  there  any  symptom  of  liostility  or  even  of  diaUka* 
I  have  seen  two  people  fiightoied  veary  mooh  a  sooldii^ 
for  using  the  word  "fmn-^fud^  (foreign  devil*);  teit  I  believe 
they  used  it  in  all  innocence,  having  never  heard  us  called 
by  any  otlier  name.  I  would  neglect  no  precautions,  for  the 
neglect  of  precautions  would  revive  hopes  now  abandoned, 
ana  the  neglect  of  precautions  nearly  proved  our  destruction 
at  Ningpo  during  the  last  war  ;  but,  so  far  from  there  being 
any  notion  of  retaking  this  city,  I  believe  that  no  ten 
Chinamen  within  sight  of  Canton  would  dare  to  raise  a  stick 
in  the  presence  of  a  British  or  French  soldier  or  sailor. 

The  street  of  the  triumphal  arches  is  the  only  exception 
to  the  general  reopening  movement.  That  street  lay  rather 
in  the  way  of  the  Fhkgetlwn's  fixe,  and  the  lower  part  of  it 
has  suffered  severely.  The  Chinese  are  engaged  in  clearing 
away  the  rubbish,  to  rebuild  their  burnt  houses,  but  the 
uninjured  shops  near  the  treasury  still  remain  suUdly  closed* 
In  the  large  western  suburb,  where  the  streets  and  shops 
are  qmte  as  good  as  in  the  city,  not  a  shot  fell,  and  bnaiaess 
goes  on  as  usoaL 

The  oommercial  parts  of  Csnton  have  been  much  over- 
estimated. We  have  beUeved  that  there  must  be  some  gnon 
of  troth  in  the  bOTibast  and  brag  of  the  OhiaameiL  Canton 
is  big  and  populous ;  that  is  all.  In  other  respects  it  is  a 
very  ordinary  Chinese  city.  Its  temples  are  numerous,  and  the 
Confucian  temple  and  the  temple  of  the  Five  Hundred  Gods 
are  good  of  their  kind,  but  most  of  the  others  are  miserable 
and  dilapidated.  The  nine-storied  pagoda  is  in  so  ruinous  a 
condition  that  the  general  the  other  day  forbade  the  attempt 
to  climb  the  fragments  of  its  broken  staircase.  Major  Luard, 
whose  success  at  the  escalade  seems  to  have  insj)ired  him 
with  a  mania  for  climbing,  had  previously  risked  his  neok  in 
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getting  some  way  up.  Yet  this  pagoda  is  the  great  boost  and 
Hon  of  Canton.  The  Chinese  boasted  of  it  becanse  foreigners 
conld  not  get  near  enough  to  see  what  a  Boiaerable  rain  it 
is.  Wliat  can  we  think  of  a  people  who  will  not  afford  a 
fbw  doUaiB  to  save  their  moniiinentB  from  monlderingY 
When  the  general  and  his  part  j  went  to  the  pagoda  it  had  all  . 
tbe  air  of  not  haimug  been  opmied  for  twenty  years.  I  have  ' 
already  spoken  of  that  great  district  of  desolation,  the  Tartar 
generars  yamnn.  Hundreds  of  coolies  are  now  papering 
and  whitewashing,  carpenters  are  shoring  up,  and,  I 
believe,  even  painters  are  painting.  It  is  tliought  that  when 
the  jungle  is  cleared  away,  and  the  roofs  and  floors  are 
secured,  and  the  bats  driven  out,  and  the  atmosphere 
sweetened,  it  will  become  good  barracks,  and  that  the  sur- 
rounding grounds  will  become — what  I  innocently  described 
them  as  being,  wlien  I  spoke  of  them  on  Chinese  testimony 
•—capital  camping  ground  for  British  gi^enadiers. 

How  different  are  all  the  realities  of  Chinese  life  from 
our  English  notions  of  oriental  magnificence !  Their 
ridiculons  mandarins  Hto  in  houses  in  which  an  English 
gentleman  would  be  ashamed  to  lodge  his  steward,  and  keep 
their  retainers  in  places  which  an  English  farmer  would  think 
qnite  tmworthy  of  his  cows.  It  is  explained  that  they  allow 
yast  yamims  to  &11  to  deoaj  because  their  tenure  of 
office  seldom  exceeds  three  years ;  their  liiziirie%  therefore, 
are  for  dresses,  embroidered  tunics,  jadestone  sceptres,  loose 
silk  cfaair-eovers,  and  snch  like  movables. 

I  fotmd  the  yamim  of  PehrKwei  in  a  mneh  more  busy 
state  than  when  I  left  it.  I  shall  not  forget  Hie  sensations 
of  our  first  night  in  that  place,  when  we  were  suddenly  left 
alone  at  sundown,  with  fifty  men,  in  that  unknown  Babylon 
of  interminable  pavilions,  without  light,  or  guide,  or  power 
of  speech.  Fancy  fifty  foreigners  left  in  the  dark  in  Vaux- 
hall-gardens,  two  days  after  London  had  been  stormed, 
groping  about  the  rotunda  and  the  Alhambra  and  the  side  boxes 
for  places  where  they  might  sleep  secure  from  a  night  attack. 
It  "was  not  encouraging,  that  when  two  of  us  penetrated  to 
Peh-Kwei's  buildings,  to  demand  oil  and  tallow,  a  hundred 
fellows,  headed  by  Peh-Kwei  and  his  guest  the  Tartar 
gsneraly  stermed  at  us  m  chorus,  and  twice  pfessed  us  out  by 
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the  unliostile  pressure  of  tlieir  bodies  «igainRt  ours  before  we 
could  make  ourselves  understood  sufficiently  to  levy  a  pound 
of  candles  as  the  price  of  peace  and  quietness. 

Now  all  this  is  entirely  changed.  Through  the  opea 
yaraun  doors  crowds  of  Chinese  come  and  go.  The  Chinese 
tribunal  of  Peh-Kwei  and  the  tribunal  of  the  three  com* 
inis.sioucrs  (Coloiiel  HoUoway,  le  Captaine  Martineao,  and 
Mr.  Parkes)  are  am  peiits  aoins.  Thanks  to  the  energy  of 
the  triamTixa^  the  streets  of  Oaatom  are  as  safe  from  £1110- 
])eaii  violence  as  the  streets  olT  Paris  are  from  Ohmese  ex* 
aiotio&&  Colonel  HoUowa/s  court  takes  all  the  mixed  cases ; 
and,  finding  the  other  day  that  a  Chinaman  leas  in  the 
wrong,  he  was  sent  over  to  Peh-Kwei  with  a  statement  of 
the  dreomstances.  The  mandarin  was  so  charmed  with  this 
compliment  that  he  had  the  poor  wretch  bambooed  nearly  to 
death. 

The  new  court  has  also  established  a  new  Canton  police. 
Captain  Pym  is  the  Colonel  Rowan  of  Canton.  He  has  a 
hundred  soldiers  under  him  armed  with  swords  and  revolvers, 
and  the  French  have  a  separate  body  of  thirty  men.  Associated 
with  the  European  police  are  an  equal  number  of  Tartars. 
Five  English  and  two  French  stations  have  been  estab- 
lished in  convenient  parts  of  the  city  and  suburbs,  and 
the  shopkeeping  community  are  likely  to  obtain,  under 
British  and  French  rule,  a  secnrity  they  never  before 
hoj>ed  for. 

Things  were  proceeding  so  happily  that  Peh-Kwei  the 
other  day  wrote  a  note  to  Lord  Elgin,  complimenting  him 
vexy  much  upon  the  state  of  affitirs,  and  saggestmg  that 
we  were  all  now  such  very  good  friends  that  it  was  qiiite 
\  mmeoessary  for  us  to  keep  soldiers  in  the  city.  This 
polite  impertinence  produced  an  answer  which  Peh-Kwei 
has  not  yet  shown  to  his  most  intimate  advisers.  .Instead 
of  evacuating  the  mty  the  general  has  been  obliged  to  re- 
mind the  Tartar  general  of  a  stipulation  that  the  arms 
of  the  Tartar  sol^ery  should  be  given  up.  The  Chinese 
dignitaries  were  prepared  to  correspond  upon  this  subject,  to 
appoint  commissioners,  to  receive  reports,  and  to  hold  a  dis- 
cussion upon  every  gingal.  The  English  general,  with  a 
barbaric  promptitude;  marched  l^^OQ  coolies  and  a  lai*ge 
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escort  into  the  three  great  depots,  and  on  Saturday  last 
lodged  nearly  all  the  nibbish  within  the  English  lines.  The 
three  imperial  armouries  were  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency. 
The  double-handed  swords  were  immense  in  numbers  and 
terrible  to  look  upon.  There  were  rooms  full  of  those  fear- 
inspiring  shields,  which,  in  some  quite  modern  period  of 
Chinese  history,  probably  gave  to  sume  piratical  Greek  the 
idea  of  the  shield  of  Minerva.  There  were  aixows  in 
thousands,  very  carefullj  finished  and  preserved  in  cases,  but 
the  mandarin  bows  were  very  rare.  Great  store  of  quilted 
'war-jaokets  filled  the  presses^  and  there  were  maoy  com- 
plete suite  of  Chinese  armour.  The  swords,  and  pikes,  and 
gingals,  and  matdilocks  were  innumerable;  but  the  chief 
attraction  was  five  brass  guns,  which  were  followed  by 
covetous  eyes  as  they  were  walked  off  by  the  cooliea  In 
another  establishment  we  found  collected  all  the  shot  that 
could  be  recovered  after  the  last  yearns  bombardment,  and 
also  some  unexploded  shells,  which  had  been  fired  upon  the 
city  on  the  28th  December.  There  was  also  a  great  dep6t 
of  infernal  macliiues  in  forai  like  a  dark  lantern  made  of 
tin ;  many  flags  and  banners  were  also  carried  ofE 

I  have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  loss  suffered  by 
the  Chinese  during  the  bombardment  and  the  storm.  We 
have  all  the  official  returns  of  the  first  day  in  our  possession, 
and  no  account  that  I  have  seen  places  the  deaths  during  the 
whole  operations  higher  than  two  hundred.  Some  distrust 
the  Chinese  accounts,  but  I  am  inclined  to  put  faith  in  them. 
Unless  you  surround  Chinese  soldiers  you  never  kill  many 
of  them.  You  never  catch  them  upon  an  island  or  in  an 
isolated  position.  They  act  upon  the  principle  of  the  wifo 
ot  BsLth,  that^ 

''A  mouse  who  trusts  to  oue  poor  hole 
Cto  never  be  a  moiue  of  any  aoul." 

They  fire  very  fierody  upon  you  as  you  are  comiog  up  to 
attack  them,  but  eso^  by  the  back  door  as  soon  as  you  get 
too  near.  Our  escalade  was  a  complete  surprise  upon  them. 
They  flftncied  we  were  advancing  under  the  fire  from  their 
walls  to  attack  Fort  Gough ;  they  never  expected  that  we 
should  turn  a^e  and  ^'jump  upon  wooden  legs'*  over  the 
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wall,  Hov/ijua's  oouiprador,  with  wLom  some  of  ns  talked 
tho  niattor  over,  declares  that  it  is  impossible  that  the 
numbers  killed  could  be  greater  than  is  stated.  The  people, 
he  sav^!.  knew  perfectly  well  the  line  the  fire  would  take, 
and  njut  out  of  the  way.  The  troops  who  were  oblici^ed  to 
remain  on  the  walls  ke|»t  voi  y  much  under  cover,  and  great 
^uautitiea  of  the  missiles  missed  the  wall  and  fell  into  the 
iifcch.  The  clead  nust  be  hmsmi  outdde  the  dtyv  Mid,  as 
the  wesfcem  gsbe  onfy  "wum  mfen,  it  was  ea^  fer  any  one  to 
caleulate  how  maajr  irere  oucied  out.  It  says  little  for  the 
destructive  power  of  oat  warlilce  engines  that  so  small  a 
Umb  should  have  been  occasioned  by  so  laife  an  espeadilaM 
o£  shot  and  shell ;  hnt  the  profaahoUties  are  tibat  tlie  fiKst  is 
as  iheXIfilMBe  state  it  ,/^t  k  placed  fej^  daabtrnlWrttait,^ 
^fiie  loss  of  the  Chinese  dinii^  the  botahagdmant  m  18M  j 
-mm  not  moce  than  forty-three,  amd  I  quite  bsiieve  in  tlie  / 
prdbal^ty  that  the  xeoent  Hat  of  kiUed  doea  net  axoaaci  tm^ 
bttttdred. 

•The  statf  arra,ugements  have  undergone  some  change. 
The  last  axxiounts  from  India  showing  that  Major  Crealock's 
regiment  was  actively  engaged,  he  resigned  his  staif  appoint- 
ment here,  and  is  gone  off  to  his  regimental  duty.  Captain 
Pellew,  the  general's  aide-de-camp,  has  pursued  the  same 
course.     Captain  Cooke,  of  the  marines,  succeeds  Major 
Crealock,  and  Captain  Carrington,  who  has  hitherto  acted 
as  provo.st-marshal,  has  been  removed  to  the  adjutaut- 
generafs  department.    The  general  has  not  yet  chosea  aa 
aide-de-camp  to  succeed  Oaptain  Fellew. 
'   Oar  great  want  is  interpreters.    It  would  appear  ,  ths* 
theie  are  only  three  English  interpreters  availablar  for  our 
use  in  all  Ohhia.   Mr.  Wade  and  Mr.  Parkea  «ro  wriLed 
beyond  all  reason^  and,  what  is  moi*e  to  the  purpose,  they 
t<^  in  vain  to  overtake  the  exigencies  of  the. public  servica 
Mr.  Alabaster,  a  young  man  of  some  acquirements  in  Ohineae^ 
is  in  attendaoee  upon  Ydt   There  is.  a  OhiQaBULB'  imaedi 
Wang,  and  a  P^irtttgaefls  naxaed  Iioasrio*   Theae  ave  the 
only  mouths  through  wfaioh  we  eaa  Odminunieate  with  thia 
people.    AH  the  other  Chineae  scholars  are,  I  suppose, 
engaged  in  their  consniar  or  their  missionary  labours.  Where 
are  the  **  students  *  who  were  sent  out  with  a  sahuy  to  learn 
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Ohiuese  ?  Some  say  the  cxperiraent  is  yet  so  young  that 
tljey  have  not  had  time  to  leani  ;  others  atiirm  that  they  are 
taken  from  their  studies  to  do  clerks'  duties  as  ^oon  as  they 
arrive  in  China,  and  therefore  never  will  have  time  to  learn  ; 
and  there  are  those  who  say  that,  notwithstanding  the  Kings 
College  examinations,  the  choice  is  made  with  so  little  dis- 
crimination as  to  aptitude  for  learning  languages  that  they 
never  can  learn.  A»  to  the  cause  I  am  not  confident,  but 
the  «ifeot  is  certain — they  are  not  available  ia  any  ttuniber 
proportionate  to  the  demand  lor  their  aerv  ices. 

WJiere  are  the  interpreters  who  were  to  be  supplied  by 
the  Bishope'  College,  an  institution  that  I  belieTe  has  for 
aome  years  reo^red  £S^0  annually  for  this  purpose  ?  It 
has  never  yet  tamed  out  one  Qhineae  saholar.  In  the  deetl- 
tntioa  vhioh  exie^  I  undaniiand.that  sma  o£  the  pupib  of 
this  college  have  heen  employed  to  interpret  in  the  poUee* 
court.  I  can  ti^tify  tbaft  their  performaneeB  m  meet  disr 
tves^Dg  to  'witiiei99i  A  question  £rom  a  magistrate  iefdlowed 
by  a  five  minutes*  wraAgle  between  libo  interpreter  and  the 
witness  or  prisoner.  *  I  am  told  that  their  Chinese  has 
the  greatest  possible  degree  of  rcinoteness  from  resemblance 
to  Mr.  Daviess  Euglish,  and  it  would  certainly  puzzle  a 
jury  of  sphinxes  to  undei:3tand  the  £agiish  they  extract  from 
Chinese. 

If  we  are  to  have  an  extensive  intercourse  with  China  we 
must  have  a  large  staff  of  interpreters,  who  should  bo  confined 
to  their  duties  as  interpreters.  It  is  not  Chinese  scholars, 
aJ^med  with  consular  and  official  power,  which  we  w^ent.  With 
yery  great  respect,  and  with  very  great  personal  regard  for 
several  of  these  men,  whose  honomris  pure  even  in  the  eyes  of 
Clhinamen^  and  whose  scholarship  and  zeal  are  worthy  of  all 
admiration,  I  must  yet  not  shrink  from  the  public  duty  of  de- 
claring that  tothemweoweneariyall  the  difficulties  that  beset 
our  path  in  China.  Xh^have  spent  their  lives  in  learning,  not 
only  the  Chinese  language,  but  also  the  elaborate  Glnneae 
CCoremonisL  By  concentrating  all  i^iv  powers  of  mind  upon 
these  fripperies  they  are  come  to  regurd  them  with  even 
more  reverence  than  they  are  regarded  by  the  Chinese  them- 
selves.  Thecefore  they  see  ineidt^  and  they  see  difficulties, 
and  they  see  impossibUitiesf,  where  an  Englishman^  acting  by 
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tbe  ligbt  of  his  own  common  aenae^  would  see  no  insnlt  and 
find  no  obttade.   They  venerato  footeis  mod  toutaes  as 
tremendous  nobUn^  with  whom  it  is  j^onoos  to  contend  on 
points  of  etiqoetle.   Wbether  tbeie  shall  be  a  bfeak  in  tbe 
Hne  of  a  written  commnnieation  is  a  question  of  tbe  gmvert 
importanoa.   To  coerce  some  obese  old  opinm^smoker  of  in- 
fiuBioos  morals  and  intense  igncnnce  into  a  tadt  admission  of 
equality  m  a  ^etory.   To  mtke  a  xelnctant  ooolie  render  to 
them  the  respect  which  he  pays  to  the  bombleetof  hie  man-  * 
darins  is  a  point  of  great  moment,  bat  nerer  attained  except 
while  the  coolie's  ears  are  liut         the  recent  application  of 
an  Anglo-Saxon  palm.     All  this  only  strengthens  the 
Chinaman's  conviction  that  we  are  very  pitiable  barbarians. 
He  sees  us  apeing  his  own  ceremonials,  and  while  he  laughs 
at  our  awkwardness  he  is  indignant  at  our  presumption.  If 
oiur  interpreters  were  to  pass  their  days  in  hissing  against  a 
flock  of  geese  or  braying  against  a  drove  of  donkeys,  these 
animals  would  soon  come  to  regard  their  imperfect  imitators 
with  contempt,  and  probably  believe  them  to  be  an  iniienor 
order  of  creatures. 

The  course  to  pmsue  in  China  is  this  —  dare  to  act 
honestly  with  them,  and  dare  to  tell  them  the  truth ;  sajto 
them  that  tbe  nations  of  tbe  civilized  world  regard  them  aa 
a  barbacous,  or,  at  least,  as  a  semi-civilized  people  ;  that  oar 
laws  recognise  no  rank  but  that  we  derive  from  onr  own 
sovereign  ;  that  in  dealing  with  foreign  officera  we  xegaid 
nothing  hat  their  acts,  and  desiie  onlj  to  be  assmced  that 
those  acta  aie  within  tbe  scope  of  tbeir  antbori^ ;  that  to 
ns  all  fi>reu;n  officen  axe  of  eqnai  lank— that  is^  of  no 
Bngliah  rank  whatever ;  and  that  knowing,  and  deidniig  to 
knovr,  nothing  of  Chinese  ceremonial,  no  observance  can  do 
ns  Bononr,  ^  bo  lack  of  it  can  disgrace  wl  Oormponi 
tmih  them  4n  En^^  ;  and,  if  their  answers  should  be  dis- 
wnrteous  in  fiurm,  pass  over  the  intended  insult  with  the 
remark  that  •'we  are  informed  that  the  letter  is  written 
in  ^bad  Qhinese ;  but  that  it  is  no  part  of  our  business  to 
insist  that  a  Chinese  secretary  should  be  an  educated  maO| 
^•r?*^  in  the  courtesies  of  civilized  nations." 
^•4»"f  f***"^     action  would  get  rid  of  nine  tenths  of  our 
<tiffiCQlties  in  this  country.     The  Chinese  would  declare  at 
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first  that  they  do  not  understand  our  letters — although 
Yeh's  papers  contain  daily  reports  of  the  contents  of  the 
Hongkong  papers,  and  translations  of  extracts  from  the 
Times.  Our  own  interpreters  will  exclaim  against  the  idea 
as  preposterous ;  but  we  are  accustomed  to  see  their  pro- 
phecies fail.  Firmly  carried  out,  I  believe  this  plain,  open, 
truthful  course  would  succeed.  Sure  I  am,  from  all  I  see 
around  me,  that  nothing  can  be  worse  than  that  we  have 
liitherto  pursued. 

This  line  of  policy  would  by  no  means  decrease  the  neces- 
sity for  interpreters,  and  I  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  public  service  is  in  this  particular  in  an  unsatisfactoi^y 
state.  The  OhinesOi  who  have  all  the  instincts  of  trade,  are 
moving  to  satisfy  the  want  on  their  side.  The  chief  thorough- 
fiures  in  this  eity  abound  in  bookstalls;  and  the  last  new 
work,  *^  which  is  in  everybody's  hands,**  and  without  which 
no  library  is  complete,**  is  a  small  tract  teaching  the  English 
numerals  and  a  few  phrases — ^the  sounds  being  imitated  in 
Chinese  characters.  I'eople  are  reading  this  in  all  directions. 
I  saw  a  lame  beggar  lying  under  the  eayea  id  a  house  and 
assiduously  learning  to  beg  in  English. 

These  Chinese  beggars  are  the  most  importunate  creatures 
of  their  kind.  They  are  not  quite  so  numerous  as  those  of 
Naples,  but  they  are  even  more  pertinacious,  and  their  sores 
and  leprosies  are  more  disgusting.  It  is  a  scandal  to  a  city 
with  a  score  of  miles  of  rich  shops  that  so  much  misery 
should  exist  unchecked.  In  all  other  Chinese  cities  I  have 
found  some  benevolent  institution  which  distributes  rice  and 
medicine.  We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  such 
establishment  in  action  in  Canton.  Mr.  Huliatt,  our 
chaplain,  who  performs  divine  service  in  this  pagan  3'anum, 
and  exhorts  our  men  in  soldierlike  discourses  that  ring  like 
Christianised  versions  of  a  speech  from  Thucydides^  has  taken 
this  matter  in  hand.  He  has  established  a  Chinese  hospital 
and  soup-kitchen — supported  by  contributions  from  the 
scanty  pay  of  the  army.  I  cannot  say  I  think  the  poor  of 
Canton  have  any  strong  claims  upon  English  charify,  but  if 
any  of  those  eccentxio  Englishmen  who  feel  the  wrongs  of 
the  Chinese  to  press  upon  their  consdences  choose  to  send 
a  subscription,  he  will  be  glad  to  receive  it» 
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There  are  funds  whioli  might  be  fiurly  mtAe  tmalthlt 

for  these  purposes.    Some  days  since  a  poor  priest  presented 
liimselt'  at  liead-quarters  in  abject  garb  and  squalid  plight, 
and  told  a  ])itenus  tale  to  the  general  how  his  little  personal 
property  and  his  only  change  of  raiment  lay  in  the  monastery 
of  Celestial  Bliss,  now  occupied  hy  Colonel  I  locker  and 
his  battalion.    The  general  at  once  gave  him  an  order  to 
remove  all  his  property  from  the  place,  and  the  priest 
prudently  waited  till  the  colonel  and  the  major  part  of  his 
officers  and  men  were  absent  on  a  remmmissance.    He  then 
presented  his  order,  and  was  led  about  by  the  officers  of  the 
day  to  recoguiM  his  property.    The  poor  priest  was  accom- 
panied  by  some  servitors  of  his  order.    With  their  assistance 
ne  opened  the  pedestal  of  an  untouched  idiol,  and  lo  !  a  bar 
af  aoUd  gold  and  several  bars  of  silver  were  exposed  to  tlm 
view  of  the  astonished  soldiery.    Prooeeding  to  another 
imafe,  be  abstracted  some  stones  of  great  magnitude  and 
]^ea.   Then  he  bomwed  a  ladder;  aod»  xnoimting  to  the 
tooi,  xeaoved  a  abaatiiing,  and  behold  S  a  magaaine  o£  xioldj 
embvoideced  silks  and  ooetly  tuva,  all  whieh  were  duly  piled 
upon  the  shoulders  d  the  poor  hKetbreiL   The  goBxd.wm 
eliBoat  fcaiitie»  but  the  order  wasimperaUve^  The  poociOMt 
iraea  tme  GhioAmao.   Having  succeeded  so  fiur^  he  puahed 
hk  rights  to  the  utmost.    Lying  about  were  some  trophies 
and  small  matters  which  the  absent  soldiers  had  gathered 
together  in  other  places  and  brought  to   these  quarters. 
These  also  were  put  together.    All  was  carried  off;  and  when 
the  reconnoitring  party  returned  to  their  quarters  they  found 
them  swept,  but  not  garnished.    Nothing  was  left  but  the 
hole  in  the  roof  and  the  disembowelled  joss. 

Peli-kwei  has  been  asked  to  take  some  steps  towards 
alleviating  the  misery  of  the  destitute  classes  ;  but  he  does 
not  see  his  way  to  the  employment  of  any  less  eliicacious 
methods  than  the  head-cutting  knife  and  the  bamboo.  The 
life  of  these  high  dignitaries  must  be  very  dull.  Feh-kwei 
is  too  great  a  man  to  do  anything.  He  sits  all  day  in  an 
uncomfortable  straight-backed  ohair,  and  receives  a  few 
reports  and  writes  occasionally — or  rather  dictates,  for  lus 
handwriting  is  unpresentable — to  the  emperor.  Seeing  him 
the  other  day  in  this  position  of  dignified  discomfort^  oaa  of 
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tbe  interpreters  asked  him  whether  he  passed  much  of  his 
time  in  reading.  His  answer  was,  'No,  I  never  read ;  my 
heart  is  heavy.  I  cannot  laugh  over  romances,  and  if  I  read 

good  books  I  go  to  sleep.' 

Yeh,  on  board  the  Inflexible,  exhibits  much  the  same 
spectacle  ;  and  it  naturally  occurred  to  the  Anglo-Saxon 
mind  that  he  also  must  \vant  books.  The  offer       rejected ; 
but  Yeh  is  a  religious  man,  and  said  nothing  about  romances. 
His  answer  was,  '  What  should  I  do  with  books  1    All  the 
books  that  are  proper  to  be  read  I  know  by  heart' — he 
quoted  Caliph  Omar  without  having  ever  heard  his  name. 
He  passes  his  time  in  praying  to  Buddha  and  telling  his 
fortune.    His  papers  abound  in  fortune-telling  schemes, 
analogous  to  our  *  sortes  VirgiliancB '  or  '  sories  JBibKcce.*  One 
of  them  is  headed,  *  Scheme  to  determine  when  the  Kwangsi 
Bebellion  will  Terminate.'    The  Chinese  are  iFsery  indignant 
with  him  for  not  killing  himself.    They  say, '  Eep  number  *^ 
one  fools ;  he  no  make  writee  pigeon,  he  no  make  fightee  \ 
pigeon ;  he  number  one  bad  mandalin ;  be  no  outtee  thloat.'  J 
The  wretched  creature  seems  to  have  been  influenced  in  Mr 
conduct  by  these  fortune-telling  tricks,  which  are  as  heteroi 
doz  in  China  as  they  are  in  England.    Hespice  rivalea 
dworum  /  Yet,  although  the  revelations  of  his  state  papers, 
and  our  observation  of  his  personal  habits,  demonstrate  that 
he  is  without  conduct  or  judgment,*  or  even  the  strong 
common  sense  of  an  ordinary  Chinaman,  his  official  rank  is 
so  great  that  we  are  told  his  presence  in  the  Canton  river 
exercises  an  unfavourable  influence  upon  our  dealings  with 
the  Chinese  people.    Unless  early  news  of  his  degradation 
should  be  received,  he  will  be  sent  away.    The  present  idea 
is  to  send  him  to  Calcutta,  where  he  will  probably  have  an 
opportunity  of  cidtivating  the  friendship  of  the  king  of 
Oude  within  the  walls  of  Fort  William. 

*  The  reader  will  find  tiiis  Mtiinate  of  Yeb's  cbmcter  ma«b  modified 
hereafter. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

A   WALK  ABOUT  CAKXO^T. 

Intnoadei  of  Oanton  City— The  6o7enior*8  Yiuniin — The  OontiiiB- 

nioner's  Court — ^The  Tartar  Yamun — The  Treasury — The  ExeeattiNi 
Ground — Manner  of  the  Executions — The  Buins  of  Yeh's  Yamun — 
The  Site  of  the  Old  Factories—Templea— Tild  TaxUc  City— Xho 
Fated  Gardens — ^JPuatia^ua'B  House, 

CA2raov,  FA,  If. 

I    I  AM  weary  of  walking  the  slippery  alleys  of  Canton.  Six 
j    weeks  here  have  rendered  us  all  familiar  with  every  object 
of  interest.    Not  that  we  know  our  way  about.    The  in- 
;    habitants,  when  they  go  far  abroad,  often  carry  a  fan  with  a 
I    plan  of  the  city  upon  it;  and  wise  mandarins  sometimes 
have  a  Chinese  compass  in  their  chairs.    Even  the  few  main 
J     thoroughfares  are  not  easily  to  be  recognized  if  you  come 
I     into  them  unawares,  the  streets  so  much  resemble  each  other 
in  their  narrowness,  their  pendant  signboards,  their  drifting 
crowds,  and  their  lines  of  shops.   If  you  take  a  Chinese 
guide  from  the  east  he  does  not  know  the  west.    We  ate 
about  to  name  the  principal  thoroughfares,  and  to  put  up 
boards  in  English,  Frencbi  and  Ohinias^  for  the  benefit  ot 
future  tourists ;  bat  at  present  Canton  is  not  a  Atj  easy  to 
\   be  learned  by  beart 

\  We  sleep^that  is  to  say,  fonr  of  us  sleep — ^in  a  building 
very  like  a  cacomber-ftame  without  any  glass.  It  is  ime 
that  the  absence  of  glass  has  been  supposed  to  be  supplied 
by  the  presence  of  gauze  paper  ;  but,  as  nearly  evety  pane 
18  torn,  the  north  wind,  which  whistles  shrewdly  at  night, 
finds  means  of  bringing  us  a  morning  supply  of  colds.  Let 
me  endeavour  to  tell  how  some  of  us,  who  may  happen  not 
to  be  on  duty,  sometimes  pass  our  days. 

After  comfortable  ablutions  in  the  abundant  warm  waters 
of  this  yamun,  for  the  water  is  positively  v.  arm  as  it  cornea 
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from  the  wells,  and  after  a  campaigning  breakfast,  we  sally 
forth  armed  with  revolvers  and  stout  walking-sticks.  The  com- 
missioners' court  in  the  outer  quadrangle  is  already  sitting. 
The  three  commissioners,  in  their  square  open  pavilion,  are 
trying  a  rape  case  ;  and  hundreds  of  Chinese,  an  orderl}" 
crowd,  are  looking  on.    The  culprit  is  a  fresh-coloured  Irish 
boy,  of  the  marine  force,  and  the  complainant  is  a  little 
weazened  old  woman  who  totters  upon  her  small  sheeps' 
feet,  and  talks  voluble  Cantonese  against  the  erect  young 
soldier.    The  English  police  corroborate  her  story.    I  am 
afraid  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  fact.    The  boy  was 
dlrnnk  and  indiscHminating.  He  had  offered  violence  to  that 
quaint  creature.    He  is  found  guilty,  and  fifty  lashes  write 
in  red  letters  upon  his  back  the  Cantonese  commissiotiers' 
version  of  the  axiom,   H  nan  ca^,  tamen  canXhT 

The  open  qiace  in  front  of  the  governor's  yamon  is  more 
than  an  acre  in  area»  and  abnts  npon  the  Great  East  and 
West-streets.  We  no  longer  call  it  ^the  street  of  Benevo- 
lence and  Love.**  Perhaps  we  go  westward,  and,  pushing 
through  the  crowd,  and  averting  our  eyes  from  the  too 
tempting  curiosity  shops,  we  arrive  at  the  gates  of  the 
Tartar  yamun,  with  its  two  colossal  marble  lions  in  front. 
I  have  already  spoken  of  this  place  as  a  scene  of  desolation. 
It  is  rapidly  returning  to  its  former  gi-andeur,  In  an  in- 
credibly short  space  of  time  the  Chinese  workmen,  set  in 
motion  by  barbarian  dollars,  have  repapered  all  the  walls, 
botched  up  all  the  holes,  and,  mowing  ways  through  the 
bamboo  jungle,  have  discovered  little  nooks  with  terraces 
and  small  bridges,  and  curious  pavilions — gentle  accessories 
to  the  mighty  halls  which  are  to  form  the  quarters  of  the 
forces.  The  French  are  taking  great  pains  to  restore  the 
portions  they  have  chosen.  Le  Capitaine  Martineau  has  his 
private  roomSy  his  chapel,  his  prison,  and  his  office.  A  few 
dashes  of  the  paintbrush  do  wonders  in  a  Chinese  building. 
The  Tartar  yamun  will  soon  look  as  imposing  as  it  did  when 
it  was  the  palace  of  the  southern  king  of  China.  The 
wiUemess  in  its  rear,  with  its  central  temple  and  its  ancient 
trees,  will  be  again  a  pleasant  park.  It  is  oxty  acres.  We 
flushed  a  woodcock  there  during  a  recent  walk. 
'  ]l,we  retrace  our  steps  and  pass  again  eastwards  we  shall 


Digitized  by  Google 


366 


revisit  the  other  great  official  yamuns.    Twenty  times  may 
we  go  about  these  great  straggling  places  before  we  become 
aware  of  all  their  walls  contain.    Behind  the  treasury,  the 
portals  whereof  seem  to  be  in  the  centre  of  an  overpeopled 
neighbourhood,  I  have  counted  thirty  head  of  deer,  their 
horns  appearing  and  disappearing  in  the  coai^e   bamboo  i 
jungle.    There  are  not  live  men  beside  myself  who  know 
tliat  this  mixkiatore  doer-forest  exists  in  Canton  citry^  or, 
deRphe  the  proTOf^nuanhal,  venison  wnnHd  not  be  so  nn- 
known  m  oar  qoaztm    These  little  wilAemesses  will, 
doiibtte«y  floon  Ve  cleared ;  and  betoe  ^  Imve  thej  wHk 
beoome  paiad^groands,  or,  perhaps,  encsBpments ;  but  ife 
AowB  bcFr  litrtle  our  Eo^h  midsnts  know  of  wbar^  is  jtmt 
an  hoA  h^ymd  ibeir  iioseii  that  they,  m  ihaat  norlAmu 
newspaper,  made  pert  mezrinieBt  of  my  wrlj  statemeat  that 
tbam  warn  park-iike  gnmnds  witbin  the  memt  a£  the 
Canton  waliSi    Our  lamblea  are,  bowcuver,  more  nsuaUy 
among  the  intricately  reticulated  streets.    As  we  make  our 
way  towards  the  south-west,  by  aid  of  our  Chinese  compass, 
we  pass  guests  proceeding  to  a  marriage,  with  the  wedding 
presents  in  long  procession  behind  their  chairs — whole- 
roasted  pigs,  cakes,  and  confitures,  and  baskets  whose  con- 
tents we  can  only  guess  at.  Perhaps — it  has  happened  more 
than  once — there  is  a  terrific  sound  of  rapid  wheels.  There 
is  an  alarm  of  fire  ;  and  the  fire-brigade,  in  their  uniform 
caps,  are  dragging  a  fire-engine  along  the  pavement  of  black 
granite  at  a  tremendous  pace.^  These  firemen  are  £no 
fellows.    In  the  heat  of  our  bombardment  we  saw  them 
working  their  engines  under  fire,  and  once  at  least  m  blow 
np  engine  and  firemen  together,  by  a  shell    As  we  near  tba  « 
soatbem  parts,  ptmakg  voider  the  wall  of  the  old  dij,  wo  < 
oomo  upon  lower  neignboii]^ood%  and  the  shops  azo  ac^^ 
to  the  wants  of  tbo  watemde  popntetion.   Hare  (if  yon  r 
observe  enrioaaly  the  diops  wbicb  are  filled  witb  the  aoa* 
dried  ooaeadbles  ihe  Cfameae  love)  you  may  ftid  dnel  laW 
wjfAi  tbflir  tails  fully  projected,  and  leaving  no  doubt  of  their 
class  and  order  in  creation.    Look  carefully  into  that  finely-  i 
browned  roust  pig  and  you  will  discover  it  to  )>e  a  dog. 
Puppies  are  also  borne  by  in  open  wicker  baskets,  and  their  i 
fate  and  ultimate  destination  are  not  ambiguous.  But  these  ! 
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peculiarities  are  not  common,  and  are  not  ostentatiously 
displayed.  You  must  have  an  old  habitue  of  the  factories 
■with  yon,  or  you  would  not  discover  them.  The  rats  are 
field  rats,  caught  and  dried  after  harvest,  and  the  dogs  have 
been  carefully  fed  upon  rice  and  meal.  We  do  the  Chinese 
much  wrong  in  the  matter  of  their  food.  Their  pork  is  far 
more  white  and  delicate  in  flavour  than  the  pork  we  see 
exposed  in  London,  and  it  is  fed  with  a  care  and  cleanliness 
firom  which  Bome  English  dairies  might  well  take  pattern. 

Thieading  our  way,  under  the  guidance  of  some  experienced 
friend^  we  come  to  a  carpenter's  shop^  fronting  the  entrance 
to  a  small  potter's  field.    It  is  not  fk  rood  in  mm,  of  an 
imgolar  sinpe^  vssnnUing  most  an  ohlong.    A  row  of 
cottages  open  into  it  on  one  side ;  there  is  a  wall  on  the 
CPthor.   The  groimd  is  covered  with  half4>aked  pottery; 
tbeire  are  two  wooden  croBses  fbcxned  of  tinharked  wood, 
standing  in  an  angle,  with  a  shred  of  rotting  rope  hanging 
from  one  of  iStMUL   There  is  nothing  to  fix  the  attention  in 
tlioB  small  enolosmre,  except  that  yoa  stamble  against  a 
human  skall  now  and  iSien  as  yon  walk  along  it.    Hus  is 
the  Aceldama,  the  field  of  blood,  the  execution-ground  of 
Canton.  The  upper  part  of  that  carpenter's  shop  is  the  place 
where  nearly  all  the  European  residents  have,  at  the  price 
of  a  dollar  each,  witnessed  the  wholesale  massacres  of  which 
Europe  has  heard  with  a  hesitating  scepticism.     It  was 
within  this  yard  that  the  monster  Yeh  has  within  two  years 
destroyed  the  life  of  70,000  fellow- beings.    These  crosses 
are  the  instruments  to  which  those  victims  were  tied  who 
were  condemned  to  the  special  tortnre  of  being  sliced  to 
death.    Upon  one  of  these  the  wife  of  a  rebel  general  was 
stretched,  and  by  Yeh's  orders  her  flesh  was  cut  from  her 
hodj.    After  the  battle  at  Whampoa  the  rebel  leader 
•KSped,  but  his  wife  feU  into  the  hanck  of  Yeh — that  was 
how  he  treated  his  prisoner.    Her  breasts  WOTe  first  cut  ofl^ 
then  her  forehead  was  slashed  and  the  skin  torn  down  ovei* 
the  ius%,  then  the  fieslq^  parts  of  the  bo<fy  were  sliced  awsy. 
Xiiire  me  Englishmen  yet  alire  who  saw  this  doncb  but  at' 
what  period  of  "tibe  Mtoheiy  senflation  ceased  and  dsstii 
onm  to  this  poor  isnooMit  woman,  none  can  tdL  Thafrag- 
BMBt  of  rope  whidi  now  hangs  to  ona  of  the  oimms  was 
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used  to  bind  a  woman  who  was  cat  up  for  murdering  lier 

husband.    The  sickening  details  of  the  massacres  perpetrated 
on  this  s])oi  have  been  related  to  me  by  those  who,have  seen 
them,  and  who  take  bliame  tu  themselves  while  they  confess 
that  after  w-itnessing  one  execution  by  cutting  on  the  cross, 
the  rapidity  and  dexterity  with  which  the  mere  beheading 
was  done,  deprived  the  execution  of  a  hundred  men  of  halt* 
its  horror.     The  criminals  were  brought  down  in  gangs,  if 
they  could  walk,  or  brought  down  in  chaii*s  and  shot  out 
into  the  yard.    The  executioners  then  arranged  them  in 
rows,  giving  them  a  blow  behind  which  forced  out  the  head 
and  neck  and  laid  them  convenient  for  the  stroke.  Then 
came  the  warrant  of  death.    It  is  a  banner.    As  soon  as  it 
waved  in  sight,  without  yerbal  order  given,  the  work  began. 
There  was  a  rapid  snccession  of  dull  crondiing  sounds — chop^ 
chop,  chop^  chop.   No  second  blow  was  ever  dealt^  for 
dexterous  man-slaTerB  axe  educated  to  their  work ;  until 
they  can,  with  their  heavy  sworda^  dice  a  great  bulbous  vege> 
table  as  thin  as  we  slice  a  encumber,  they  are  not  eligible 
for  their  office.    Three  seconds  a  head  suffice.    In  one 
minute  five  executioners  clear  off  a  hundred  lives.    It  takes 
ratlier  longer  for  the  assistants  to  cram  the  bodies  into  rough 
cofiins,  especially  as  you  might  see  them  cramming  two  into 
one  shell,  that  they  might  embezzle  the  spare  wooden  box. 
The  heads  m  ere  carried  off  in  boxes  ;  the  saturated  earth  was 
of  value  as  manure. 

Leaving  the  execution-ground,  and  re-entering  the  city, 
we  reach,  at  a  distance  of  about  two  hundred  yards,  a  square 
space, wherein  are  the  stumps  of  two  mandarin  poles  cut  short 
by  cannon-shot,  and  two  stone  lion^with  very  peculiarly  shaped 
heads  and  ridiculous  sharp  noses.  One  side  of  the  square  is 
occupied  by  the  painted  gates  and  outer  buildings  of  a 
yamun.  This  is  all  that  remains  standing  of  the  palace  of 
the  govemor-genersL  Inside  those  gates  you  find  nothing 
but  two  acres  of  brick  rubbish.  Of  the  courts  and  pavilions 
I  looked  down  upon  from  the  maintop  of  the  Ifimrodnoi  a 
vestige  remains.    The  cannon  of  the  ships  knocked  tlie 

esee  down,  and  even  while  the  firing  still  con^ued  the  popa- 
ce  of  this  low  neighbourhood  rushed  in  and  carried  away 
every  scrap,  not  only  of  furniture  or  ornament,  but  of  wood  or 
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fctone.  They  bore  off  the  beams,  the  \vindow  frames,  the 
•wooden  columns,  amid  storms  of  round  shot  and  shrapnell 
shell,  and  left  nothing  but  the  mounds  of  brick  and  mortar, 
and  the  fragments  of  wall  which  we  see.  There  is  nothing 
like  a  Chinese  mob  for  utter  destruction. 

Bepassing  the  southern  wall,  and  pursuing  our  course 
-westward,  -we  penetrate  through  devious  lanes  (not  more 
dirty,  perhaps,  than  some  of  our  own  waterside  purlieus)  to 
the  ruins  of  those  hongs  which  were  knocked  down  hj  the 
^English  when  they  were  compelled  to  retreat  from  Oanton. 
Howqua's  house  is  among  the  fallen,  and  so  are  the  hongs  of 
many  other  quas,"  who,  while  making  enormous  fortunes 
fiom  our  trade,  ezidted  in  being  conspicuous  as  barbarian- 
haters,  earning  their  peacocks*  tails  by  sitting  on  the  com* 
xnittee  of  war,  and  paying  premiums  for  murdering  and  kid- 
napping our  people. 

When  the  real  danger  came  all  this  boasting  canaille  re- 
tii'ed  into  the  western  suburb,  whither  they  were  well 
informed  by  their  English  and  American  friends  that  no  £re 
would  be  directed. 

Passing  these  ruins,  and  crossing  a  little  creek  upon  a 
temporary  bridge  made  of  scaling  ladders  and  planks,  we 
come  upon  the  site  of  the  dear  old  factories.  It  is  now  an 
open  space,  several  acres  in  extent,  and  covered  only  by  little 
hillocks  of  prostrate  bricks  and  trampled  mortar.  Not  six 
inches  of  wall  is  left  standing,  not  an  inch  of  wood  lies 
undiscovered.  Only,  as  if  to  show  that  while  barbarian  foun> 
dations  are  transitory  Chinese  institutions  are  eternal,  the 
solid  pavement  of  Hog-lane  continues.  The  church  which 
once  stopped  the  path  has  disappeared,  but  lines  of  coolies 
are  carrying  their  burdens  along  Hog-lane  and  crowds  oi 
sanpans  ply  at  the  landing-plaoe  at  which  it  terminates. 

In  small  stalls  near  at  hand  you  may  buy  English  books 
and  odd  artides  of  European  use.  A  sailor  recently  bought 
a  Sdvres  vase,  fully  believing  it  to  be  a  Chinese  antique ;  all 
this  is,  of  course,  loot  from  the  fitctories.  Its  exhibition, 
under  present  circumstances^  is  only  an  ordinary  instance  of 
Chinese  impudence. 

If  we  now  turn  northwards  we  shall  get  into  some  of  the 
best  streets  of  the  western  suburb,  where  every  shop  is  like 
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a  little  joss-house,  and  where  silks,  and  embroideries,  and 
jadeskme  ornaments,  and  heavy,  ugly,  ill-made  Ohinp^e 
itimitfiTey  and  perfumeries,  and  other  luxuries^  are  set  forth 
in  tlie  highest  tiight  of  Chinese  taste.    You  ma7  go  for  a 
mile  northward  in  a  Btiaight  line.    If  you  deviate  to  the 
left^  joti  will  probably  want  your  pocket  compass  to  get  back 
again,  far  yon  will  quickly  be  involved  in  the  Belgntviti  of 
(Suiitoii — narrow,  quiet  fitreetoi  with  windowleas  brick  walk 
and  small  doorways  that  give  no  notice  that  the  best  private 
houses  in  Craton  lie  befaiad.  We  may  new  viat  the  *^  Temple 
of  the  Five  Hundred  Gods  "  without  danger  of  being  stoned,  as 
Sir  Johii  Bowring  once  was  when  he  ventured  there  ;  and  you 
may  even  see  the    Temple  of  Longevity,*'  with  its  kitchen 
gardens  and  ornamental  grounds.    Having  rambled  our  full 
in  the  western  suburb,  and  lunched  on  tea  and  cakes,  per- 
haps at  Howqua's  (if  you  have  a  merchant  likely  to  buy  t-ea 
in  your  party),  or  if  not,  then  at  one  of  tlie  many  tea-houses — 
you  may  return  into  the  city  by  the  Bouth-^vestern-gate,  and 
proceed  eastwards  to  the  temple  set  apart  for  the  adoration 
of  the  emperor — a  series  of  courts  and  tabernacles  which, 
although  just  under  the  wall,  is  not  much  injured  by  our  fire. 
Thence  trend  away  to  the  north-west,  and  you  will  cross  tiie 
Tartar  city  and  look  up  at  the  Mahommedan  pagoda,  ohdssed 
to  be  a  great  Arab  antiquity.    Continue  in  the  same  line 
and  yon  will  at  last  reach  ^e  nine-storied  pagoda  whete  tk 
pqrie^  will  chin-chin  70a  and  be  veiy  dvlL   Pass  thensD 
along  the  front  of  the  Tartar  yamun,  to  the  ysmun  of 
gp^emor.    You  will  then  have  done  twelve  houra^  iMwi 
waUdug,  and  will  be  quite  i^ady  to  join  any  one  of  ^ 
hospitable  messes  whereat  British  and  French  officers  discuss 
savourv  stews  in  different  nooks  of  that  celestial  edifice. 
Another  day  may  well  be  devoted  to  the  river.    You  will 
go  up  the  crowded  Fatee  Creek  and  land  at  the  gardens — 
some  two  or  three  acres  of  nursery  gi'ound — where  you  will 
see  thousands  of  rare  trees  in  pots,  dwarfed  and  distorted 
into  grotesque  imitations  of  dogs  and  deer,  and  dragons  and 
vases,  and  birdcages.    There  are  also  mandarin  orange  trees, 
beautiful  camellias,  and  other  flowers  whose  names  I  know 
not— but  all  in  pots  and  all  for  sale.    You  will  visit  also  Pun* 
tinqua's  house  and  gardens^sixty  acm  of  fishpradii^  pien* 
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lions,  bridges,  and  aviaries^  with  painted  barges,  pi^tt^r 
flowers,  cool  stone  seats,  and  every  preparatioQ  foe  Baminer 
iadolenoe — the  whole  dominated  ij  a  white  pagoda,  whenoe 
you  have  a  complete  view. 

Haying  seen  all  this,  you  will  not  have  seen  one  tenth  part  ^ 
of  Cantcm,  bat  yen  will  have  aeen  I  dare  to  indicate  of  a 
general  character,  for  I  most  not  forget  that  I  am  not 
writiog  a  CSiineee  itinerary,  and  my  only  excoee  for  saying 
what  I  ha^re  said  i%  that  Oanton  ia  a  virgin  city,  and  aom^ 
deacription  of  it  ia^  atrietly  speakinj^  neum. 


CHAflER  XXTX. 
9HS  CAsrxoiir  fbisoks. 

Peh-kwei's  Proclanwition — ^Description  of  a  Chinese  Prison — ^The  Yard 
of  the  Second  Prison — Horrible  Scene  in  one  of  the  surrounding 
I>ens — The  Paralyzed  Child — The  European  Prison — Description— 
Tiaditi<m8  of  fbe  Prison^Death  by  IPoison— Lord  Elgin's  Inter* 

Two  days  were  oeonpied  in  vi^ting  the  prisons.  A  pvo» 
dauMufcion  had  been  extorted  from  FeMarm,  giruig  fjjuo&nJL 
snineaty  to  all  inbo  me  anwnable  to  pnttidniMat  fir  having 
hM  eooamm  with  the  fiamgnera.  It  ivas  the  duty  of  the 
three  allied  cowimiaBioneBa  to  aacertain  that  this  amnesty 
waa  {ally  caniad  oiii.  Buiiite  first  praom  we  fonnd  aPofw 
tugaeae  hey,  aPortufneaeMan,  mad  the  eooiio  who  had  aeted 
as  Terger  at  the  chundi  attached  to  the  ketones.  At  the 
end  of  our  second  day's  labour  we  returned  to  the  yamun 
with  fifty  prisoners  and  two  mandarins — head  gaolers — in 
our  custody. 

I  approach  with  reluctance  the  task  of  telling  what  we 
saw  in  these  places,  and  shall  dismiss  the  topic  as  briefly  as  I 
can.  It  is  not,  however,  suflBcient  to  say  that  all  the  inmates 
were  squalid  and  half-starved,  swarming  with  vermin  and 
covered  with  skin  diseases.  This  condition  is  common  to 
all  the  Canton  ga<^  and  to  all  their  ixunatea.    Bui  there  are 
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horrors  which  one  mind  cannot  convey  to  another,  and  such 
we  saw  again  and  again  during  those  two  days. 

A  Chinese  gaol  is  a  group  of  small  yards  enclosed  by  no 
general  outer  wall  (except  in  one  instance).  Around  each 
yard  are  dens  like  the  dens  in  which  we  confine  wild  beasts. 
The  bars  are  not  of  iron,  but  of  double  rows  of  very  thick 
bamboo^  eo  close  together  that  the  interior  is  too  dark  to  be 
jeadily  seen  into  from  without.  The  ordinary  prisoners  are 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  yard  during  the  daj.  Their  ankles 
are  fettered  together  by  heavy  rings  of  iron  and  a  short 
chain,  and  they  generally  also  wear  similar  fetters  on  their 
wxists.  The  low-roofed  dens  ai;e  soeasily  climbed  that  wh^ 
the  prisonen  are  let  oat  into  the  yard  the  gaolers  must  trost 
to  their  fetters  alone  for  secant^.  The  places  all  stank  like 
the  mookey-honse  of  a  menagene. 

We  were  examining  one  of  the  yards  of  the  second  prison, 
and  Lord  Elgin,  who  is  seldom  absent  when  any  work  is 
doing,  was  one  of  the  spectators.  As  it  was  broad  daylight 
the  dens  were  supposed  to  be  empty.  Some  one  thought 
he  heard  a  low  moiiu  in  one  of  tlicrn,  and  advanced  to  the 
bars  to  listen.  He  recoiled  as  if  a  blast  from  a  furnace  had 
rushed  out  upon  him.  Never  were  human  senses  assailed  by 
a  more  horrible  stream  of  pestilence.  The  gaolers  were 
ordered  to  open  that  place,  and  refusing — as  a  Chinaman 
always  at  first  refuses — -were  given  over  to  the  rough  handling 
of  the  soldiei's,  who  were  told  to  make  them.  No  sooner 
were  hands  laid  upon  the  gaolers  than  the  stifled  moan 
became  a  wail,  and  the  wail  became  a  concourse  of  low 
weakly-muttered  groans.  So  soon  as  the  double  doors  could 
be  opened  several  of  us  went  into  the  place.  The  thick 
stendi  could  only  be  endured  for  a  moment,  but  the  spectacle 
was  not  one  to  look  long  at.  A  corpse  lay  at  the  bottom  of 
the  den,  the  breasts,  the  only  fleshy  parts^  gnawed  and  eaten 
away  by  rats.  Around  it  and  upon  it  was  a  festering  mass 
of  humanity,  still  alive.  The  mandarin  gaoler,  who  seemed 
to  wonder  what  all  the  excitement  wasaibout^  was  compelled 
to  haye  the  poor  creatures  drawn  forth,  and  no  man  who  saw 
that  sight  will  ever  forget  it  They  were  skeletons,  not 
men.  You  could  only  bdieve  that  there  was  blood  in  theur 
bodies  by  seeing  it  dotted  upon  their  undreswd  wounds.  As 
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tbqr  were  borne  out  one  after  the  other,  and  laid  upon  the- 
payement  of  the  yard,  each  seemed  more  horrible  than  the 
last 

They  were  too  &r  gone  to  shriek,  although  the  agony 
must  have  been  grea^  the  heavy  irons  pressing  upon  the^ 
zaw,  lank  shins  as  the  gaolers  lagged  them,  not  too  tenderly, 
along.  They  had  been  beaten  into  this  state,  perhaps  long 
ago?  by  the  heavy  bamboo,  and  had  been  thrown  into  this 
den  to  rot.  Their  crime  was  that  they  had  attempted  to» 
escape.  Hideous  and  loathsome,  however,  as  was  the  sight 
of  their  foul  wound f=5,  their  filthy  rags,  and  their  emaciated 
bodies,  it  was  not  so  distressing  as  the  indescribable  expres- 
sion of  their  eyes ;  the  horror  of  that  look  of  fierce  agony 
fixed  us  like  a  fascination.  As  the  dislocated  wretches 
writhed  upon  the  ground,  tears  rolled  down  the  cheeks  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  escort  who  stood  in  rank  near  them.  A 
gigantic  French  sergeant,  who  had  the  little  mandarin  in 
custody,  gesticulated  with  his  bayonet  so  fiercely  that  we 
were  afraid  he  would  kill  him.  We  did  not  then  know  that 
the  single  word  which  the  poor  creatures  were  trying  to 
ntter  was  "  hunger,"  or  that  that  dreadfdl  starting  of  the 
eyeball  was  the  look  of  fomine.  Some  of  them  had  been 
without  food  for  four  day&  Water  they  had,  for  there  was 
a  well  in  the  yard,  and  their  fellow  prisoners  had  supplied 
them,  but  cries  for  food  were  answered  only  by  the  bamboa 
Alas !  it  was  not  till  the  next  morning  that  we  found  this 
oat ;  for  although  we  took  some  away,  we  left  others  there 
that  night.  Since  the  commencement  of  this  year  fifteen 
men  have  died  in  that  cell.  Some  of  those  who  were  stand- 
ing by  me  asked  "  How  will  you  ever  be  able  to  tell  this  to 
the  English  people  ]"  I  believe  that  no  description  could 
lead  the  imagination  to  a  full  conception  of  what  we  saw  iu 
that  Canton  prison.  I  have  not  attempted  to  do  more  than 
^  dot  a  faint  outline  of  the  truth,  and  when  I  have  read  what 
I  have  written,  feel  how  feeble  and  forceless  is  the  image 
upon  paper  when  compared  with  the  scene  impressed  upon 
my  memory. 

This  was  the  worst  of  the  dens  we  opened,  but  there  were 
many  others  which  fell  but  few  degrees  below  it  in  their 
horrors*   There  was  not  one  of  the  6,000  prisoners  we  saw 
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whose  appearance  before  any  assemblage  of  Englishmen 
Avould  not  have  aroused  cries  of  indignation.    Quelle  socitter 
exclaimed  Captain  Martineau,  as  in  the  first  yard  we  visited 
be  saw  a  little  boy,  confined  here  because  he  was  tlie  son  of 
a  rebel — qaelle  soclttc  pour  un  enfant  de  quatorze  ansl^ 
Alftft  !  we  saw  many,  many  such  cases  in  our  after  experience^ 
bt  one  of  the  dens  of  the  Poon-yu,  the  door  of  which  me 
open,  some  one  pointed  attention  to  a  veiy  ohihi — ratber  an 
intelligent  looking  ohiki— who  was  squat  upon  a  board  and 
k(a|^ungat  the  novel  scene  taking  place  b^oxe  ^m.  We 
bedEon^  to  hiniylMit  he  did  not  ccwie.   We  went  npiobim» 
■and  fonnd  lie  coold  not  movei.   His  little  legs  were  inmod 
together ;  they  bad  been  so  £Mr  sereral  nnrnths,  and  ^nme 
mm  paralyzed  and  uatlesa   Tbk  child  of  ten  yeaxa  of  age 
bad  been  plaeed  bere  ehazged  witb  steeling  ftons  ether 
^hildm.    We  took  him  away. 

It  was  not  until  our  second  day's  search  that  we  were  able 
to  discover  the  prison  in  which  Europeans  had  been  confined. 
Threats,  and  a  night  in  the  guard-house,  at  last  forced  the 
"discovery  from  the  mandarin  or  gaol  inspector  in  our  custody. 
It  is  called  the  Koon  Khan,  is  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city, 
and  is  distinguishable  from  the  others  only  in  that  it  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  high  brick  wall.    Nearly  the  whole  of  our 
second  day  was  passed  in  this  place.    It  has  only  one  yard, 
and  into  this  the  prisoners  are  not  aUowed  to  come.   There  is 
a  josftiioase  at  one  end  of  the  court ;  for,  of  course,  tbe 
Obinese  mix  up  tbeir  religion  with  their  tjxanny.  The  finest 
eentiments^  sucb  as  The  misery  of  to-day  may  be  the  happi- 
ness of  to-morrow    ^  Confess  your  crimes,  and  thank  ikm 
magistrate  who  purges  you  of  tiiem ^  May  we  shaie  in 
tbe  mercy  of  tiie  emperor,"  are  carved  in  &ded  golden 
oharaeters  oyer  every  den  of  every  prison.   Opening  from 
this  yard  are  fear  rooms,  eacb  containing  fonr  den&  The 
hardest  and  most  maligDant  fhee  I  ever  saw  is  that  of  the 
chief  gaoler  of  this  prison.    The  prisoners  coukl  not  be 
brought  to  look  upon  him,  and  when  he  was  present  could 
not  l>e  induced  to  say  that  he  was  a  gaoler  at  all,  or  that 
they  had  ever  seen  him  before.    But  when  he  was  removed 
they  always  reiterated  their  first  story,  "  The  other  gaolers 
only  starve  and  ill-treat  us,  but  that  man  eats  our  flesh.'' 
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How,  step  by  step,  we  followed  up  our  inquiries,  and  Low 
we  cast  about  hither  and  thither  for  a  clue,  and  at  last  found 
one,  which  was  often  lost  and  refound,  would  be  too  long  to 
tell.    Mr.  Parkes  conducted  this  business  with  a  viojour  and 
intelligence  that  cannot  be  over-estimated.    At  first  they 
iiad  never  heard  of  a  foreigner;  then  a  heavy  box  on  the  ears 
Adminbtered  by  one  of  the  orderlies,  io  punishment  for  a 
threat  to  a  prisoner,  prodaced  a  reoollection  of  one  European 
prisoner.    Then  the  gaolers  were  roughly  handled  in  sight  of 
the  prisoners,  and,  together  with  the  mandarin,  were  taken 
<mt  in  custody  of  the  soldiem   Gradually  the  prisoners  began 
to  gire  credence  to  vhat  we  said — that  we  were  now  the 
mandarins  of  Canton,  and  could  protect  them  if  they  spoke 
oat.   One  produced  a  monkey-jacket  from  his  sleeping-place 
at  the  back  of  the  den  ;  another  had  an  old  jersey ;  all  of 
them  soon  had  stories  to  telL    Many  of  the  prisoners  had 
been  inmates  of  the  place  for  many  years,  and  upon  reference 
to  the  books  we  found  that  they  were  all  origiiuiUy  placed 
here  for  very  trifling  crimes.    Old  stories  get  mixed  up  with 
new  ;  the  diflSculties  of  Chinese  dialects  come  into  play,  and 
we  often  fiincied  we  were  unravelling  some  sanguinary 
iniquity  of  yesterday,  when  we  found  at  last  that  it  was  two 
or  three,  or  even  ten,  years  old.    It  is  only  by  small  degrees 
that  the  colhited  evidence  of  these  vermin-bitten  witnesses 
is  made  to  assume  some  form  and  consistency.    It  appears 
at  last  almost  certain  that  six  Chinese  were  beheaded  last 
t»ight,  their  fate  being,  in  all  probability,  precipitated  by  our 
Tisit  to  the  other  prisons.    It  also  appears  quite  certain  that, 
within  a  period  dating  from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
troubles,  six  Europeans,  two  Frenchmen,  and  four  English- 
men, have  found  their  death  in  these  dreadful  dena  Many 
different  prisoners^ examined  separately,  deposed  to  this  &ct, 
and  almost  to  the  same  details.   The  European  victims  were 
kept  here  for  several  months,  herding  with  the  Chinese, 
eating  of  that  same  black  mess  of  rice  which  looks  and  smells 
like  a  bucket  of  grains  cast  forth  from  a  brewery.  "When 
their  time  came — probably  the  time  necessaiy  for  a  reply 
from  Pekiii — the  gaoler  held  their  heads  back  while  poison 
was  poured  down  their  throats.    The  prisoners  recollected 
two  who  threw  up  the  poison — and  they  were  strangled.  We 
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.isked  how  they  know  it  was  poison.  There  was  no  doubt  on 
tliis  score.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance,  illustrative  of  the 
jirostrato  state  of  terror  that  exists  here,  that  the  gaoler's 
fowls  scratch  about,  untouched,  among  all  the  famishing  men 
within  the  Canton  prisons,  and  feed  upon  tlie  verniin.  It 
was  remarked  that  the  fowls  fed  upon  the  vomit  of  these  two 
Europeans,  and  died. 

Only  two  of  these  prisoners  had  excited  much  sympathy 
among  the  Chinese.  One  of  them  was  a  sailor,  who  spoke 
the  language,  adapted  himself  to  their  habits,  and  told  thera 
stones.  He  was  cheerful,  or  pretended  to  be  cheerfal,  at 
first ;  but  in  a  short  time  he  grew  sick,  and  cried,  and  spoke 
of  his  friends  far  &vf^y.  Even  the  Chinese  were  sorry  when 
his  time  came^  and  when  the  gaolers  poisoned  him.  There 
WBB  another,  an  old  white  bearded  man,  who  was  there  some 
months*  He  spoke  only  a  few  words  of  Chinese,  bat  the 
Chinese  veneration  for  age  came  to  his  aid,  and  they  pitied 
him  also. 

Some  of  na  thought  that  this  must  have  been  pocMr  Cooper, 
the  owner  of  the  docks  at  Whampoa,  who,  probably  mistaken 
for  his  son,  was  kidnapped  from  his  chop  boat,  lying  within  m 
hundred  yards  of  the  SvbiBe.  His  wife  and  daughter  were 
on  board  Vith  him.  A^»nimn  came  alongside  with  a  letter. 
While  he  leaned  forward  to  take  it  he  was  drawn  into  the 
sanpaii,  and  he  was  away  up  a  creek  before  the  alarm  could 
be  given  and  a  boat  lowered  from  the  man-of-war. 

The  others,  we  were  told,  were  not  favourites.  They 
could  not  speak,  they  held  themselves  aloof.  If  two  of  them 
happened  to  be  in  prison  at  the  same  time  they  conversed 
together.  If  there  was  only  one,  he  either  fought  with  the 
gaolers  or  sat  alone  covering  his  face  with  his  hands. 

It  is,  I  suppose,  contrary  to  our  principle  and  our  policy, 
and  the  custom  of  civilized  nations  when  a  city  has  been 
taken  by  assault^  to  punish  these  acts  ;  but  we  stretched  a 
points  We  carried  away  the  principal  gaoler  and  the  secretary 
—two  terrible  rufiQan%  the  head  and  the  hand  of  this 
iniqmty ;  and  we  also  carried  away  the  prisoners  who  had 
given  us  trustworthy  information,  bnt  we  only  tookthemas 
witnesses^  and  lodged  them  in  our  guard-house. 

On  the  night  of  the  second  day,  the  three  commissioneis 
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sought  an  interview  with  Peh-kwei,  gave  him  a  hint  of 
wha^  they  had  discovered,  and  prodaoed  the  fettered  and 
paralysed  child  to  show  that  there  were  instances  of  un- 
necessary severity  in  the  prisons  under  his  control.  The 

lieutenant-governor,  far  from  being  moved  by  this  spectacle, 
flew,  or  affected  to  fly,  into  a  towering  passion  ;  Mr.  Parkes 
was  bent  upon  persecuting  him  (poor  Peh-kwei !) ;  what  right 
had  we  in  his  prisons  ?  What  was  it  to  us  how  he  dealt 
with  his  own  people  ?  Were  we  prepared  to  open  ail  the 
prisons  in  Canton  ?  It  was  breach  of  faith  to  go  into  those 
prisons  without  notice  to  him.  He  would  write  immediately 
to  Lord  Elgin^Mr.  Parkea's  manner  was  most  discourteous 
^and  so  on. 

Meanwhile  Lord  Elgin  had  seen,  and  has  acted.  Peh* 
kwei  has  heen  told  that  where  ajQhnstian  power  has  means 
to  stop  these  things^  they  cannot  be  permitted.  The  China- 
man as  usual  blusters,  exclaims  that  he  is  oppressed,  and 
yields.  A  hospital  is  marked  oat»  and  the  prisoners  are  to 
be  visited.  The  prayers  which  oar  countxymen  sent  heaven- 
wards from  those  dnngeonsi  that  their  oomntrymen  might 
some  day  avenge  them,  will  probably  be  unanswered ;  but 
so  long  as  we  are  in  poasesdon  of  Oanton  the  Chinese  them*^ 
selves  will  benefit  by  what  we  have  seen.  When  we  retire, 
things  will  of  course  resume  their  ordinary  routine,  for  it  is 
only  by  the  present  system  that  these  prisons  can  be  sup- 
ported. A  Chinese  magistrate  obtains  only  a  nominal  salary, 
and  lie  has  to  employ  1,000  sub-ofiicials,  and  to  make  a  large 
fortune  in  three  years.  This  can  only  be  done  by  extortion 
and  starvation. 

Nothing  can  be  more  orderly  than  the  books  of  tliese 
prisons,  nothing  can  be  more  just  and  beneficent  than  the 
rules  laid  down  for  their  governance.  In  some  countries 
words  represent  facts,  but  this  is  never  the  case  in  China. 
The  practice  is  as  I  have  faintly  sketched  it. 

In  dealing  with  this  nation  of  fair  words  and  foul  deeds 
we  are  under  great  disadvantage.  Howqua,  and  Singqua, 
and  Imqua,  and  all  the  other  merchant  quas  "  were  in  the 
committee  of  war,  and  cognizant  of  all  that  was  doing  in 
these  prisons.  "  Committed  by  the  committee  of  war"  was 
the  usual  entry  in  the  prison  books.   If  we  had  seized  How- 
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qoa  aad  held  him  fi>r  twanlr^feiir  faoiin^aiKt  he  wsa  w«fl 
'wHhiit  our  reAoh-— poor  old  Cooper  would  be  in  the  boeom 

of  his  family.  But  this  would  have  been,  according  to  onr 
notions,  unjust  to  Howqua,  for  the  Chiuese  would  uot  atiord 
us  legal  evidence  of  his  complicity.  So  poor  Cooper 
languished  in  that  loathsome  prison,  and  we  are  a  rigliteous 
nation,  who  respect  the  dicta  of  learned  Dutch  jurists. 

When  I  have  said  that  Mr.  Huliatt*8  soup-kitclien  goes 
oa  well,  and  that  he  has  already  funds  to  supply  a  daily  meal 
for  three  months  to  1,500  Chinese,  I  have  said  all  that  I 
dare  venture  to  say  about  this  city.  A  score  of  letters  would 
not  exhaust  the  wibject^  but  the  piltienee  c^the  Bdtish  public 
has  its  limits. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

TBADS  AKD  DIPIiOMAOT. 

Arrival  of  the  Sepoys — Fracas  between  them  and  the  French — 
Howqua  at  Home — Estimate  of  Amouut  of  Stock  of  Teas — Opinions 
of  the  Chinese  Merchants  assembled  at  Howqua'a — Blockade 
Bused— PoIio0—TlM  GhhiMe  New  Ymt  in  Choton^-Site  of  the 
New  Faotories — ^A4iea  to  Oanton— IMplomfttie  Occurrences — The 
Americans  and  Bussiias  join  with  the  Englkk  and  Viendi— Tbe 
four  FloDipotentiariee  prepare  to  go  North. 

The  TOtli  sepoy  regiment  bas  arrived.  Tbey  are  doubtless 
very  fine  high  caste  gentlemen.  It  is  said  that  thc\^  have 
existed  for  sixteen  days  ui)on  bran  and  water,  because  they 
had  scruples  of  conscience  about  cooking  at  sea.  Two 
hundred  coolies  were  assigned  to  sweep  out  their  qaarten^ 
because,  as  General  Straubenzee  remarks,  these  men  do 
nothing  of  that  sort,  bat  onlj  do  soldiers'  work.  I  believe  I 
am  not  more  cruel  than  my  neighbours,  but  I  should  certaily 
like  to  see  all  this  nonsense  flogged  out  of  these  scoundrels. 
In  these  latter  days,  when  it  has  been  possible  to  substitute 
other  punishments,  there  has  been  too  mneh  flogging  in  tins 
army  for  slight  offences,  and  I  would  willingly  spare  some 
of  our  drummers  and  boatswaioB^  mates  for  service  in  the 
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sepoy  quarters.  They  landed,  I  must  admit,  in  very  soldier- 
like order,  and,  by  the  aid  of  our  coolies  and  their  own 
camp  followers,  they  were  lodged  or  tented  in  a  marvellously 
short  time.  The  next  day  they  addicted  themselves  to 
looting,  and  three  of  them  were  shot  by  the  French  police. 
The  evidence  upon  the  court  of  inquiry  which  followed  was 
Tery  contradictory  ;  but  that  they  were  looting,  and  that 
they  resisted  the  police,  were  two  uncontested  facts.  Perhaps 
the  French  were  hasty;  but  a  sepoy  in  his  undress  is 
undreBsed  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  term,  and  it  is  not  quite 
to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Frenchmen  bad  recourse  to  iheag 
arms  to  rid  themselves  of  the  blows  and  briekfafttB  oi  a  crowd 
of  hal£>naked  black  ruffians  No  two  human  creatures  can 
be  more  different  than  a  sepoy  dressed  in  his  red  coat  and 
faultlessly  clean  belt  and  the  same  animal  staUdng  about  on 
his  long,  lank  shanka!^  with  a  white  girdle  roimd  his  .kina 
It  is  ominoas  of  sabsequent  events  that  on  the  third  daj 
alitor  the  anrivid  of  this  lOUk  regiment  the7  wece  ereoting 
two  ftmeral  pyres  befi»re  the  eyes  of  the  wondering  Chinamen 
just  outside  the  north-<east  gate,  and  burning  two  of  their 
^mrades.  Cremation  is  a  deanly  mode  of  sepulture,  but  it 
would  be  well  to  preserve  entire  the  classical  custom,  and  to 
perform  the  rite  with  sweetly  scented  woods. 

I  am  afraid  that  General  Straubenzee,  whose  popularity  has 
been  waning  since  the  capture  of  the  city — such  is  the  fate 
of  sudden  favourites — will  not  recover  his  ground  by  bringing 
his  old  Indian  prejudices  into  China.  He  has  most  unfor- 
tunately commenced  his  treatment  of  the  sepoys  by  an  act 
which  both  Enorlish  and  French  refjard  as  an  insult.  When 
an  Eoglis^hnian  or  a  Frenchman  is  caught  plundering  he  is 
tried  by  the  three  commissioners.  The  first  four  sepoys 
who  were  caught  looting  were  withdrawn  from  the  jnxia^ 
dietion  of  the  cominissioneni^  and  handed  back  to  th«r  own 
colonel. 

Passing  from  the  men  of  war  to  the  men  of  peace,  we 
approach  the  question  of  the  reopening  of  the  trade  of  this 
dty.  In  my  last  letter  I  mentioned  the  oontradkstoij 
opinions  existing  upon  this  sabjeet,  and  the  interests  wherein 
those  opinions  had  their  origin.  Soon  after  it  was  despatched, 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Howqua  at  his  own  house* 
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The  principal  Chinese  merchants  were  present,  and  I  wa« 
surprised  at  the  fluency  with  which  they  all  speak  English. 
Howqua  stands  upon  his  dignity — or  upon  the  advantage  it 
gives  him — and  replies  only  througli  his  linguist  j  but  it  is 
evident  that  he  quite  understands  all  that  passes. 
/'  It  was  a  point  with  the  English  merchants  to  know — first, 
whether  the  (yfinton  merchants  were  prepared  to  trade  ;  and 
if  so — secondly,  what  stock  they  had  on  hand. 

After  a  long  time  spent  in  questioning  and  answering,  ia 
discnasing  ^nge-cakes  and  sweetmeats,  and  parfaU  amours 
a  list  was  produced  of  the  teas  in  stock ;  and,  making  allow- 
ance lor  the  somewbat  elastic  quantity  of  a  Chinese  chop/' 
we  estimated  the  amount  at  twenty-one  millions  of  pounds 

alLas  we  were  assured,  good  soond  teas^readyfor  immediate 
ddivery*   There  is  a  still  laiger  quantity  ready  to  come 
down.   The  Chinese,  as  sdlen^are  not  likely  to  ovei^estimate 
tiie  extent  of  thdr  stock  in  hand ;  but,  upon  talking  this 
matter  over  with  tiie  English  merchants^  they  appear  indined 
to  disbelieve  both  the  amount  and  the  quantity  of  the  stock 
in  hand  ;  they  say  that  what  teas  the  Chinese  have  are  chiefly 
those  of  previous  seasons.    1  am  at  all  times  unwilling  to 
state  facts  which  may  influence  present  markets,  for  these 
are  subjects  on  which  I  am  peculiarly  liable  to  be  misin- 
formed  ;  and  I  am  without  that  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
Chinese  commerce  which  would  enable  me  to  feel  confidence 
in  deciding  between  conflicting  statements.    I  confine  myself 
therefore,  to  reporting  the  assertions  on  either  side. 

Upon  the  general  question  of  trading,  the  Chinese 
merdiants  assembled  at  Howqua's  seemed  to  think  thai^ 
upon  the  aathority  of  Peh-kwei's  proclamation,  they  might 
recommence  their  business.  More  better  make  that  trade 
pigeon  all  one  fashion — that  mandarin  pigeon  all  one  fashion.'* 
The  only  difficulty  they  had  was  upon  the  subject  of  dutiea 
They  thought  that  if  the  allies  collected  duties  Peh-kwei*s 
only  incentive  to  open  the  trade  wovdd  be  taken  away,  and 
that  trade  could  not  go  oo« 

,  Lord  Elgin  decided  this  matter  as  they  wished.  It  was 
found  upon  consideration  that  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
collecting  the  duties  ourselves  were  insuperable.  Multitudes 
of  international  questions  would  arise,  and  as  the  correspoa- 


uiQiiized  by  Google 


THE  STOCK  OF  TfiA& 


dencc  between  Mr.  Pteed  and  Yen  had  never  been  a  great 
secret  to  anybody,  it  was  known  that  a  very  small  infraction 
would  be  eascerlv  laid  hold  of.  Whenever  this  correspondence 
shall  be  made  public  you  will  find  that  it  is  precisely  what  I 
described  it  to  be  at  the  time, — possibly  when  Lord  Elgin 
might  have  been  quite  ignorant  of  its  existence  or  purport, 
— that  the  American  approached  tlie  mandarin  almost  with 
servility,  ofiering  him  the  protection  of  his  ship  and  of  that 
flag  wluch  <bc — and  that  the  mandarin  met  his  oiSers  with  a 
eort  snubbing  and  most  mortifjing  contempt.  However, 
the  attitude  of  the  Americans  and  the  necesdties  of  the 
Chinese  government  are  the  evident  considerations  which 
induced  the  altied  Powers  to  restore  the  trade  upon  its  old 
looting,  leaving  all  money  matters  to  be  considered  hereafter  ^ 
as  an  Imperial  question.  .--.-—^ 

On  the  lOtby  as  in  my  last  letter  I  informed  you  would  \ 
hai^n,  the  blodcade  was  raised.   Astonishing  numbers  of  ' 
great  junks  had  two  or  three  days  previously  emerged  from 
unnoticed  creeks,  and  were  fitted  for  sea  with  laudable  ^ 
activity.    On  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  river  seemed  ]'"\ 
suddenly  crowded  with  huge  matted  sails,  the  deserted  pack-   [  * 
houses  on  Honan  had  been  rented  and  refitted  by  European  ' 
merchants ;  and  in  an  hour,  as  though  by  enchantment,  Canton  i 
seemed  to  be  in  full  swing  of  commerce.    Verily  this  com-  \ 
mercial  promptitude  is  a  wonderful  thing.    Probably  some 
portion  of  those  21,000,000  lbs.  of  tea  is  by  this  time  along  i 
way  on  towards  England. 

To  protect  this  trade  a  water  police  has  been  established  ; 
Captain  Edgell  has  this  difficult  task.  Fifteen  snake  boats 
and  three  gunboats  form  what  we  here  call  the  piratical 
squadron."  Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  see 
half  a  dozen  of  these  boats,  crowded  with  dirty  rascals  and 
laden  with  usel^  guns^  towed  away  by  Lieutenant  Graham 
or  Lieutenant  Eosen  in  the  Lee  or  the  KeOreL  If  I  dared 
employ  the  space  neoessaiy  to  describe  some  of  the  ridiculous 
embamuBsments  with  which  Captain  Edgell  has  to  deal,  in 
managing  his  Chinese  squadron,  I  should  Lave  laughable 
things  to  tell ;  however,  if  tact,  and  temper,  and  untiring 
industry  can  succeed  in  making  an  lionest  and  effective 
Chinese  water  police,  Edgell  will  do  it. 
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The  14th  of  February  has  arrived,  and  it  is  the  day  of  the 
Chinese  new  year.  Lanterns  are  hung  out  before  every  door, 
business  is  closed,  and  the  dark-haired  race  are  eruploying  all 
their  energies  in  exploding  crackers  and  eating  pork.  There 
is  nothing  picturesque  or  pleasant  in  tiiis  feast  of  lanterns. 
Your  Chinaman  is  a  monotonous  animal,  even  in  his  satur- 
nalia.   The  women  crowd  the  temples,  or  light  up  with 
small  red  candles  their  domestic  joss-houses.    The  men  pull 
eaoh  otber's  tails,  and  play  half-<lrunken  practical  jokes  in 
the  same  temples,  or  strew  tiie  vtreet  in  front  of  doon 
with  crackers  and  set  them  on  life,  iseeping  up  a  constant 
detOBation  all  <mr  the  city.    Moreover,  there  are  feasts  ali 
tlM  eatiag-hoiuMi ;  uid  angMgeiig  fgbekp  with  painted  ^me^ 
•hug  tMB-Km  fODgs  and  m£ietott-it<M&  mttsic.   If  yon  mnt 
•nj  work  done  you  are  ioU,  ^  In  two  time  dtty^cm  ikit^ 
ttyMwasitto  b«]r  aaytlifaig,  the  ahoiAseeper  tdle  yott  to 
eeme  again  two  time  day,  i^tiiat  he  ''too  oraehee  dnmlm 
IhiA  auMhn.'*    Tet  then  is  wy  littie  or  ao  riotaa 
dniBkeBneM.   They  eot  like  tiiipidold  ehfldfen,  wftiMPittiM 
innocence,  the  grace,  or  the  natural  freedom  of  childhood. 

The  site  of  the  new  British  factory,  or  rather  settlement, 
has  been  iixed  upon.  Tfie  old  site  is  to  be  abandoned,  for 
many  reasons,  but  chiefly  because  other  European  nations 
have  claims  upon  it.*  The  new  site  extends  from  the  creek 
which  formed  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  old  factory  east- 
wards along  the  bank  of  the  river  to  a  point  opposite  the 
Dutch  Folly.  The  c^round  now  taken  is  about  four  times  the 
extent  formerly  occupied,  and  it  extends  from  the  river -back 
to  the  city  wall. 

And  now  adien  to  Canton  and  to  its  river.  If  ever  a 
chastisement  was  merited,  it  was  merited  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city.  If  ever  chaetiMment  was  mercifully  kaOkM, 
it  was  so  inflicted  by  the  expedition  which,  with  lo  snail 
amoimt  of  bloodshed,  has  hvmbied  their  barhama  esnoeil 

*  Some  ^Aenlties  arose.  Hie  of  the  money  panSe 

EDgland  and  Uie  low  prices  realized  for  tea,  rendered  the  merdiaittt 
less  anxious  to  set  about  rebuildiug  their  factories.    Although  the 
boundary  stones  of  the  new  site  had  been  set  up  when  I  left  Canton,  I 
think  it  very  probable  that  some  change  will  take  place  before  the 
is  ultimately  fixed  upon. 
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and  muzzled  their  dull  ferocity.  If  we  hold  that  city  for 
two  years  we  shall  show  them  things  by  which  even  a  China* 
man  must  learn. 

Having  done  with  Canton,  I  may  now  recur  to  the  ques- 
tions of  general  policy.  Upon  these  I  have  much  newa  to 
tell  whi(^  may  be  curtly  told. 

In  %  fimner  letter  I  suggested  the  possibility  that  the 
earfy  spring  might  see  all  the  great  civilized  powen  ia 
o^peiation.  This  kas  happened.  England,  Fnaoey 
America^  and  Biunia  ave  now  in  oordial  accord. 

Ten  days  ago  the  American  and  Bnanan  eabaaBiefl  vrm 
aettled  at  Macao^  doing  noiUng:  > 

Soon  after  tlie  intention  ai  raising  tho  blo^ade  mm) 
•anoonoed,  it  beeaaie  known  that  Mr*  Bead  laid  made  pre-  I 
paoRBtiooa  for  departure  aor^twaidB,  and  it  was  snggestod 
tbat  his  object  was  to  he  oat  of  the  'wuf  while  points  of 
diffioolty  arose,  and  to  allow  them  to  fnictiff  daring  his 
absence.  Again,  a  little  while,  and  they  who  were  curious  in  \ 
watching  symptoms  noted  that  the  Hon.  F.  Bruce,  the  secre- 
tary to  the  British  embassy,  was  absent.    It  waa  not  difficult 
to  learn  that  he  and  the  secretary  to  the  French  embassy 
proceeded  in  a  gunboat  to  Macao,  had  an  interview  with 
Count  Putiatin,  then,  finding  that  i\Ir.  Reed  had  left  and 
was  already  so  far  on  his  way  as  Hongkong,  started  for 
Hongkong,  and  after  seeing  the  American  minister  returned  ] 
to  Lord  Elgin  at  Canton.     Following  up  this  chain  of  : 
public  incidents — which  were  known,  or  might  have  been 
Imown,  to  every  man  in  the  fleet — we  saw  tbat  after  this 
interview  Mr.  Beed  immediately  i^tamed  to  Maoao  and  set  \ 
his  house  in  order,  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  his  immediato 
joafnef  northwards,  sent  the  Mvmeaota  op  the  river  as  £sir 
as  she  eonld  salely  go,  and  went  on  to  Canton  in  the  Ante- 
kpe  (a  steamer  of  Hght  dranght  which  he  had  hired)  and 
visited  Lord  Bgin  on  board  the  Fmriom, 

Aboat  the  same  time  a  spedal  eoorier  arrived  from  Coont 
Patiatin,  and  great  activity  was  ciMmvaUe  in  the  Busoaa 
embassy. 

All  these  Utile  facts,  patent  to  the  eyes  of  all  the  world, 

showed  that  some  unity  of  action  had  been  agreed  upon^ 
and  set  some  of  inquiring. 
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I  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  overtures  made  hy 
Lord  Elgin  and  Baron  Gros  were  at  once  frankly  and 
cordially  accepted  by  the  representatives  both  of  Amei*ica 
and  Russia,  and  that  everv  act  vet  doDc  bv  the  bell isre rent 
allies  is  now  adopted  and  approved  by  the  two  hitherto 
neutral  powers.    I  believe  it  has  been  agreed  between  the 
four  powers  that  they  shall  proceed  in  the  first  instance  to 
Shanghai,  and  there,  if  possible,  make  one' general  treaty. 
If  the  Court  of  Pekin  should  remain  unimpressed  by  the 
umon  of  the  four  first-class  powers  of  the  worid,  reinforoe* 
menta  axe  ooming  out   Bnsna  will  not  be  long  xepxeflented 
by  a  single  ship ;  America  is  sending;  France  lus  Teasels 
on  their  way ;  and  England,  if  she  la  to  keep  the  lead  which 
ahe  has  so  worthily  assomed  and  hitherto  so  wisely  main* 
tainedy  wiU  also  strengthen  her  force.   It  is,  however,  to  be 
hoped  that  no  further  act  of  conquest  will  be  required. 
Each  of  the  four  powers  has,  us  I  understand,  sent  to  Pekin  a 
general  statement  of  grievauceii  and  demands.  Mr.  Oliphant, 
Lord  Elgin's  private  secretary,  and  the  Vicomte  de  Goutades^ 
Baron  Gross  private  secretary,  left  Hongkong  yesterday  in 
the  Formosa  for  Shanghai.     Whether  the  Kussian  and 
American  despatches  went  by  tlie  same  steamer  I  have  not 
heard  ;  but  tliat  they  are  gone,  or  are  immediately  about  to 
go,  is  undoubted.    I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  four 
powers,  in  these  communications,  invite  the  emperor  to  send 
to  Shanghai  a  minister  of  high  rank,  properly  accredited,  to 
treat  for  anewtxeafy  npon  the  basis  of  free  tnuuit  throng 
oat  China  under  proper  protection  from.  Chinese  authority ; 
permanent  diplomatic  rektions  at  Pekin ;  nnrestricted  com- 
merce; and  indemnity  for  losses  and  expenses  incnived. 

The  result  of  these  communications  it  would  be  very  rash 
to  attempt  to  predict,  but  it  is  comfortable  to  know  that  we 
are  now  acting,  not  as  a  single  atate,  but  in  concurrence  with 
all  the  dvillsaticm  of  the  world.  It  is  the  end  only  which 
can  crown  the  work,  and  I  offer  no  unreserved  congratula- 
tions until  I  see  the  treaty ;  but  hitherto  Lord  Elgin  and 
Baron  Gros  have  certainly  done  well — our  diplomatists  Lave 
been  as  fidly  up  to  their  work  as  our  sailors  and  soldiers. 

Lord  Elgin  and  Baron  Gros  will  go  north  in  about  three 
weeks.    The  Count  Putiatin  goes  almost  immediately — £qs 
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his  little  steamer  will  have  a  long  struggle  against  the 
monsoon.  Mr.  Reed  goes  to  Manilla,  to  pas8  the  intei-^  al 
between  the  present  date  and  the  time  wheu  he  must  proceed 
to  the  rendezvous  iit  Shanghai. 

The  Infieodble,  with  Yeh  on  board,  is  gone  down  to  Hong- 
Icoug,  and  is  preparing  to  proceed  with  that  mandarin,  who 
is  now  the  prisoner  of  the  four  great  powers,  to  Calcutta.^  - 

Notwithstanding  all  the  work  which  we  have  upon  our 
hands  in  India  and  elsewhere,  the  position  which  England  \ 
bolds  in  this  movement  of  the  civilization  of  the  West  agaiiist  '• 
the  barbarisQd  of  the  East  is  worthy  of  ht»r  histoiy.  / 
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HoNOKOVO,  Feb.  22. 

months  xtrill  probably  elapse  before  any  very  important 
political  event  can  occur  in  China.'  That  the  country  round 
Canton  is  arming,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  the  elders  of  Fatshan 
have  in  a  formal  petition  assured  the  admiral  that  the  purpose 
is  only  defence  against  tlie  rebels,  who  threaten  that  rich  city. 
They  implore  the  admiral  not  to  take  any  step  that  may 
frighten  their  braves.  The  general  doubts,  but  I  believe  the 
admiral  and  Lord  Elgin  for  once  put  faith  in  Chinese 
professions.  I  put  implicit  faith,  not  in  their  professions, 
but  in  their  fears,  and  have  no  more  idea  that  the  Chinese 
will  attack  Canton  than  that  they  will  attack  the  Tower  of 
London. 

Unless,  therefore,  this  remote  possibility  should  occur, 
China  will  for  some  little  time  present  only  a  Mnt  diplo- 
matic and  commeceial  interest. 

The  four  great  powers  allow  the  emperor  until  the  end  of 
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March  to  send  down  his  plenipotentiary  to  Shanghai^  and  in 
the  mean  time  they  cease  from  what  diplomacy  is  pleased  to 
call  tlieir    quasi-belligerent "  proceedings. 

If  we  employ  this  interval  in  speculations  as  to  the  future, 
we  do  so  at  great  risk  of  being  contradicted  by  events,  for 
no  country  under  heaven  has  been  so  unfortunate  fcxr 
political  prophets.     Perhaps   the  em})6ror  may  receive 
prudent  counseb.  and  all  may  be  settled  at  Shanghai.  It 
18  even  upon  the  cards  that  Lord  Elgin  may  never  go  north- 
wards  of  that  port^  ezoept  to  Japan.    If  he  should  get  all 
he  vant8«  he  will  have  no  pretence  to  force  himself  upoa  the 
reluctant  court  of  Fekin ;  and  in  that  case  the  permanent 
ambassador  may  come  direct  from  England.  Personally, 
Lord  Elgin  woidd  very  probably  like  to  finish  a  suocessfnl 
embassy  by  a  progress  to  the  Chinese  metropolis ;  bat  not 
at  the  expense  of  the  real  objects  of  his  mission.    I  am, 
however,  not  quite  inclined  to  thii^k  that  the  emperor  will 
yield,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  China  expeditioii  is  over. 
You  can  tell  better  than  I  can  Avliat  reinforcements  are 
coming  from  Europe,  and  when  we  shall  be  prepared  to  ! 
eommence  war  upon  a  great  scale  in  the  north.    We  may 
not  forget  that  Chekiang  has  been  retaken,  or  rather  re- 
bought  from  the  rebels ;  and  if  this  should  render  tLc 
passage  of  the  grain-junks  to  Pekin  open,  it  will  increase  i 
the  confidence  and  obstinacy  of  the  imperial  court.    This,  i 
however,  will  still  depend  upon  the  repair  of  the  Gisand 
Canal  in  that  part  of  its  course.  | 
During  the  entracte  all  China  has  been  exploding  cradcers,  i 

'  and  Hongkong  has  been  celebrating  its  Isthmian  games.**  J 
Towards  the  dose  of  the  three  days  of  festivity,  the  Chinese  I 
holiday  became  almost  exciting.  If  they  had  kept  up  halt  I 
as  sharp  a  fire  at  Ctoton  on  the  29th  of  December  as  they  j 
did  on  the  14th  of  February,  we  should  never  have  got  over  | 
the  walls  with  a  lees  loss  than  500  men.   The  sUeets  bofli  I 

'  of  Osnton  and  Hongkong  were  piled  with  myriads  ef  I 
exploded  cracker-carcases.  In  Hongkong,  where  I  passed 
the  last  day  of  these  festivities,  grave  men  and  sedate  children 
were  from  morning  till  midnight  hanging  strings  of  these 
noisy  tilings  from  their  balconies,  and  perpetually  renewing 
them  a»  they  exploded.  The  sing-song  women,  in  their  xicb, 
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handsome  dresses,  were  screeching  their  shrill  songs  and 
twanging  their  two-stnnged  lutes  on  every  verandah  in  the 
Chinese  quarter ;  while  the  lords  of  creation  assemble d  cat  . 
a  round  table  were  cramming  the  day-long  repast,    Th€  ; 
women— hired  singing  women  of  not  doubtful  reputation-— in  ^ 
the  interyal85>f  their  music  take  their  seats  at  the  table  oppo- 
site the  men.   They  do  not  eat ;  but,  their  business  being  to  / 
promote  the  conviviality  of  the  feast,  they  challenge  the  men 
to  the  samdiu-cnp  and  drink  with  them.  It  is  astonishing  to  • 
see  what  a  quantity  of  diluted  samshu  these  painted  and 
brocaded  she-celestials  can  drink  Without  any  apparent 
effect.    Ever  and  anon  one  of  the  company  retires  to  a 
couch  and  takes  an  opium-pipe,  and  then  returns  and  re- 
commences his  meal.    I  was  invited  to  one  of  these  feasts.  ^ 
The  dishes  were  excellent ;  but  it  lasted  till  I  loathed  the  ^ 
sight   of  food.     1   believe  tlie  Chinese   spend  fabulous 
sums  in  these  entertainments  ;  the  sing-song  women  are  i 
often  brought  from  distances,  and  are  certainly  chosen  with  ^ 
some  discrimination.    They  are  an  imitation  of  the  Chinese  ' 
lady,  and  as  the  Chinese  lady  has  no  education  and  no  ( 
duties,  the  difference  between  the  sing-song  girl  and  the  / 
poor  abject  wife  is  probably  not  observable  in  appearance  / 
or  manner. 

The  dress  is  particularly  modest  and  becoming.    They  all  / 
have  great  quantities  of  black  hair.   If  they  would  let  it  fiJl  / 
dishevelled  down  their  backs  as  the  Manilla  women  do  (those  | 
gloriousox-eyed  Bacchantes,  in  whose  quick  pulses  we  can  feel  | 
the  Mood  of  the  eastern  and  the  western  south  meet  and  riot),  \ 
they  would  be  more  picturesque,  but  not  formal  and  decent,  j 
as  China  is,  even  in  its  wantonness.  The  Chinawoman's  hair  / 
is  gummed  and  built  up  into  a  structure  rather  resembling  a 
huge  flat-iron,  and  the  edifice  is  adorned  with  combs  and 
jewels  and  flowers,  arranged  with  a  certain  taste.    An  em- 
broidered blue  silk  tunic  reaches  from  her  chin  nearly  to  her 
ankles.    Below  the  tunic  appear  the  gay  trousers,  wrought 
with  gold  or  silver  thread.    Then,  if  she  be  a  large-footed 
woman,  as  they  all  are  in  Hongkong,  we  see  the  instep 
•glancing  through  the  thin  white  silk  stocking,  and  a  very 
small  foot  (when  left  to  nature  the  Chinese  have  beautiful 
fttt  and  hands)  in  *  rich  flli|q>er»  with  a  tremendous  white 
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sole,  in  form  of  an  inverted  pyramid.    In  these  sing-sonsf 
girls  you  see  the  originals  of  the  Chinese  pictures, — the 
painted  face^,  the  high-arched  pencilled  eyebrows,  the  small 
round  mouth,  the  rather  full  and  slightly  sensual  lip,  natu- 
i*ally  or  artificially  of  a  deep  vermilion,  the  long  slit-sliaped, 
half-closed  eyes,  suggestive  of  indolence  and  slyness.     It  is, 
however,  a  file,  and  not  an  orgie.    What  the  voluble  and 
jocose  conversation  addressed  to  them  bj  the  men  may  mean 
I  cannot  tell ;  but  their  manners  are  qnite  decent,  their 
replies  are  short  and  reserved,  and  every  gesture,  or  song,  or 
cap  of  samshn,  seems  to  be  regulated  by  a  known  ceremoniaL 
For  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  in  China,  I  have  aeea 
Chinamen  under  the  inflaence  of  samshn.   They  are  not 
boisterous,  or  even  jolly,  when  in  this  state,  but  only  sheepish 
and  good-hnmonred.   I  saw  no  quarrels. 

The  EngUshman's  holiday  followed.  If  any  one  is  de* 
mrons  of  seeing  good,  steady,  old-fashioned  laeiDg,  whece 
tiiere  are  no  crosses  and  where  every  horse  is  started  and 
ridden  to  win,  I  am  alMd  he  must  go  to  Hongkong  for  ii 
A  Londoner  cannot  conceive  the  excitement  caused  in  this 
little  distant  island  by  the  race-week.  It  is  the  single 
holiday  of  the  merchants.  They  spend  weighty  sums  in  im- 
porting horses  from  all  parts  and  training  them  for  the  con- 
test. We  may  smile  at  this  truly  English  mania  struggling 
against  strong  discouragement ;  but  the  means  of  amusement 
are  not  numerous  at  Hongkong.  When  we  first  see  the 
racecourse  in  the  Happy  Valley,"  we  are  half  tempted  to 
declare  that  it  is  the  most  picturesque  spot  in  the  whole 
world.  The  scenery,  however,  must  not  distract  our  atten- 
tion while  Snowdrop  is  making  the  running.  The  grand 
stand,  and  the  booths,  and  the  stables,  and  all  the  pro- 
prieties of  the  tud^  by  no  means  forgetting  the  luncheons 
and  the  champagne,  are  all  in  first-rate  order.  The 
one  mile  and  a  half  of  road  between  "the  Happy  Valley'* 
and  the  city  of  Victoria  is  at  the  proper  time  crowded 
with  vehicles  and  horsemen  and  pedesteians^  and  scMnetuooes 
the  pace  is  rapid,  and  sometimes  one  <>f  the  par^  blows 
a  horn.  The  Wong-nei-ohong  stakes  are  of  fiaieign 
aonnd,  but  so  also  is  the  Cesavewitcfa.  Six  Arabs  oome 
forth  to  dispute  th^  Oanton  onp^  the  most  important  <tf  tbe 
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six  races  of  the  first  day  :  if  the  pace  is  not  very  fleet  the 
contest  is  severe,  and  the  run  honest.  Enthusiasts  from 
Shanghai  sometimes  come  down  and  win  away  the  honours 
from  the  great  stables  of  Victoria ;  the  Capulets  and  Mon- 
tagus of  China  meet  hero  in  friendly  emulation,  and  "  Sir 
Michael"  and  "Snowdon"  are  important  champions.  So 
also  are  the  9  st.  7  lb.  men,  the  gentlemen  jocks,  who^  prin- 
cipally supplied  by  her  Majesty's  army  and  navy,  seem 
wonderfully  brilliant  to  the  eyes  of  the  clustering  thousands 
of  Chinese.  Three  days  of  crisp  sunshine^  the  only  three 
days  of  really  glorious  weather  that  I  have  seen  in  Hong- 
kong, crown  the  spectacle.  Jove  looks  down  propitious  upon 
the  holiday  of  the  exile,  and  smiles  to  see  that  his  best 
happiness  is  to  cheat  himself  with  some  semblance  of  his  home. 

I^rd  Elgin  did  not  come  down  to  patronize  the  races. 
He  was  too  busy  at  Canton  building  up  the  mixed  govern- 
ment of  that  city  before  he  departs  north.  He  came  down 
on  the  evening  of  the  20th.  Probably  the  next  mail  may 
bring  you  news  that  he  is  on  his  way  to  Shanghai 

liVill  he  have  the  clearness  to  see  through,  and  the  strength 
of  purpose  to  break  through,  the  pompous  nonsense  of  the 
Cliinesc  ceremonial  1  Will  he  have  the  strength  of  mind  to 
contemn  the  hollow  pretensions  of  those  weak  and  wortliless 
mandarins?  Will  his  rare  union  of  strong  commoiiscii.se 
and  polished  subtlety  lead  him  beyond  the  influeuce 
of  those  greatest  dupes  in  all  China,  "  the  twenty-years-in- 
the -country -and -speak -the- language "  men?  This  is  a 
question  which  nothing  that  has  transpired  enables  me  to 
answer.  The  grave  mistake  of  these  men  is  that  they  cannot 
learn  that  in  China  words  are  not  things.  Your  English 
student  in  Chinese  is,  almost  without  exception,  ignorant  of 
the  Western  world  and  ignorant  of  hia  ignorance.  He  is 
also  necessarily  ignorant  of  the  Eastern  world  in  action.  He 
believes^  therefore,  in  books  and  in  state  papers,  and  has 
never  learnt  to  judge  men  by  what  they  do,  and  not  by  what 
they  say.  The  Chinaman,  although  in  a  less  degree,  falls 
into  the  same  error.  Our  Englishmen  read  that  Confucius 
and  Mencius  taught  a  system  of  ethics ;  they  also  read 
that  the  Chinaman  considers  himself  the  superior  of  an 
English  barbarian,  and  his  officers  infinitely  the  superiors 


Digitized  by  Google 


890 


of  all  foreiipi  ciHcials.  Words,  mere  words.  The  China" 
man's  practice  is  not  governed  by  his  sacred  books,  and  he 
does  not  for  ii  moment  believe  that  he  is  superior  to  tlie 
nations  of  the  West.  On  the  other  liand,  the  Chinaman  is 
told  that  we  have  a  religion  that  teaches  iis  to  return  good 
for  evil,  and  he  sometimes — as  recently,  after  the  Portuguese 
massacre,  and  still  more  recently  in  a  proclamation  issued  at 
Honan — shows  us  that  we  have  au  opportuoitj  of  practising 
this  precept. 

KoWy  the  Ohmaman  acts  as  if  he  did  not  believe  his  own 
professions,  and  we  act,  and  shall  continue  to  act,  as  if  we 
did  not  believe  onn^  ia  the  naked  sense  of  the  terms.  Tho 
Chinaman,  however,  is  more  teachable  than  we  are.  The 
bombardment  of  Ouiton  has  fixed  grave  doubts  in  his  miiHl 
as  to  the  practical  operation  of  oui*  peaoe4>reathing  religion ; 
bnt  the  flexibility  of  Peh-Kwei  and  the  Tartar  general ;  tiie 
snhmissive  manner  in  which  the  Chinese  of  Canton  taice  off 
^heir  hats  and  let  down  their  tails  when  foreigners  pass ;  tho 
presence  of  Ho  wqua  in  his  peacocks  feathers  standing  amoD« 
our  marines  in  the  general's  antechamber — nay,  the  notes  of 
the  vermilion  pencil  showing  the  emperor  s  dread  and  terror 
of  foreign  powers,  cannot  teach  our  Chinese  sciolists.  They 
sigh  still  to  be  recognized,  in  words,  as  the  equals  of  toutai^ 
and  footais,  and  think  that  this  recognition  is  the  worthy 
object  of  all  our  spent  treasure  and  spilt  blood. 

I  hope  that  Lord  Elgin  will  spend  no  time  upon  this  idle 
folly,  and  yield  no  practical  point  for  such  sillinesa.  I  hope 
that  he  will  openly  declare  he  holds  all  such  things  as  utteriy 
nnimportant,  and  that  he  is  not  come  16,000  mUes  to  discws 
such  nonsense,  although  he  is  prepared  to  punish  imper^ 
nenee.  If  the  Chinese  can  only  get  him  to  admit  that  there 
is  something  in  these  ridkmloas  pretensions-Hsomething  to 
be  combated-^somel^iing  to  be  given  np^  they  will  place  the 
discussion  upon  a  footing  to  barter  soap  bubbles  for  gold. 
Thiey  can  blow  these  babbles  till  all  the  plenipos  die  <^  oM 
age.  Who  knows  9  The  Chinese  may  al  last  begin  theoH 
selves  to  believe  that  there  is  some  intrinsic  troth  in  their 
own  vain  boastings. 

I  shall,  of  co\irse,  be  told  that  I  am  contemning  a  thing  of 
which  I  am  utterly  ignorant.    But  if  uo  one  who  is  not  able 
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to  speak  the  Cliineso  language  is  entitled  to  a  voice  upon 
Chinese  policy,  tlie  question  is  in  very  few  hands,  and,  as 
events  have  shown,  tliose  few  hands  are  not  the  t^afest.  It 
does  so  happen  that  no  one  fact  in  all  our  recent  atfairs  with 
Chinamen  has  oceucred  as  we  were  led  to  believe  it  would 
occur  by  those  who  profess  an  acquaintance  with  the  language 
and  literature  of  China. 

When  I  first  came  to  this  country  I  took  infinite  pains 
to  ooUect  infonnation  from  Chinese  scholars.  Sir,  I  hbve 
been  fifteen  years  in  the  oonnirj  and>  speak  the  language," 
was  the  stem  and  deoiiiTe  intermption  to  a  timidlj  inter- 
joeted  remark  after  half  an  hoar  of  patient  listening. 
How  lovingly  I  sat  at  the  feet  that  Gamaliel^  as  in 
liis  genmrous  affluenee  he  poured  forth  a  full  stream  of 
information  as  to  what  I  should  see — ^wfaat  I  should  investi- 
4wate — but,  more  especially,  what  I  vimt  write.  Yet,  somehow, 
he  did  not  talk  as  we  are  accustomed  to  fancy  that  GanialicL 
must  have  talked.  However,  here  at  last  was  somebody  who 
had  given  himself  up  to  the  study  of  China — some  one  who 
was  not  rather  proud  that  he  had  been  many  years  in  the 
country  without  being  able  to  s[)eak  one  word  of  Chinese, 
and  of  knowing  nothing  of  the  people  except  that  they  were 
all  a  set  of  rascals.  But  mj  new  master  called  for  great 
aaerifices. 

He  insisted  that  I  should  disbelieve  all  that  has  yet  been 
irritten  on  the  8ah|ect,  and  nearly  all  that  I  had  fendlj 
fsneied  I  had  seen.  In  return  he  liherallj  supplied  me  with 
new  fects,  and  theories  of  startling  novelty,  and  he  sent  me 
m  a  meditative  and  saddened  mood.  A  few  dajs  after 
X  eoDvsmd  with  a  man  vlio  had  been  a  shorter  time  in  the 
oeimtrj,  bnt  who  could  speak  mnd  tsrtis  the  language.  In 
order  to  make  place  fer  the  truths  he  had  to  tdl*  I  must 
nkam  again  all  I  had  karat  just  before.  Famtly  remon- 
strating— for  you  must  not  be  argomentative  with  these 
long«-time-in-the-«onntry-and-speak-t he-language  men — I  was 
promptly  asked,  Surely  you  do  not  mean  to  entertain  the 
English  public  with  the  crotchets  of  that  man?  AVhy,  sir, 
he  is  mad,  stark  mad."  A  little  later — for  I  was  diligent  in 
inquir}^  and  longed  to  rest  myself  upon  the  experience  of 
some  iniailible  teadier — I  found  a  still  older  resident.  He^ 
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v»  hen  I  mentioned  the  name  of  my  last  friend,  relaxed  into 
an  indulgent  smile — A  smatterer,  ray  good  sir,  a  mere 
smatterer.  It  is  very  creditable  to  him  to  have  got  up  a 
little  Chineae,  but  all  he  has  told  you  about  that  tract  of 
the  Xfti-pings  is  based  upon  an  utter  misconception  of  the 
language."  '^But  the  Pekin  gazettes)" — "  He  can't  read 
theiDy  and  can't  underotand  hia  teachem  wlien  the^  explarn^ 
them." 

Another^  and  another,  and  ten  others,  and  still  the  aatne  • 
nnsatiafactoiy  result.   I  f:>Qnd  at  last  that  aU  these  twenty- 
yeanhin-the-coontij-andHipeak-the-laDguagenien — every  one 
of  whom  is  an  orade-— destroy  each  other  bj  their  conflietiog 
TaticiDations.   Some  names  there  are  whidi  for  knowledge 
of  the  language  stand  too  high  for  sooffii  to  reach ;  and  some 
others,  good  Chinese  scholars,  and  working  harmoniously 
together,  are  too  much  absorbed  in  public  duties  to  look  far 
abroad.    Conscious  of  my  own  utter  weakness,  and  anxious 
to  twine  round  any  prop — ullius  addictus  jurarc  in  verba 
magistri — I  could  find  none  whom  any  other  Chinese  scholar 
would  admit  to  be  a  safe  stay.    One  was  a  merchant,  I  was 
told — an  opium-dealer — one  who  can  see  but  little  of  the 
Chinese,  and  that  little  of  the  baser  kind  ;  to  a  second  it  was 
objected  tliat  he  was  a  missionary,  whose  only  object  was  to 
cook  up  reports  for  Exeter  Hall ;  a  third  was  an  official 
man,  who  could  only  look  upon  China  through  mandarin 
despatches,  or  at  best  out  of  his  sedan  chair ;  a  fourth  was 
a  very  good  ornithologist,  and  had  a  smattering  of  geology 
and  some  acquaintance  with  beetles,  but  knew  noting  cf 
China;  a  fifth  wasa  tabid  rebel;  a  sixth  a  red-hot  imperirat; 
a  seyenth  used  his  Chinese  learning  as  alchymists  used  their 
chymistry,  only  to  work  out  some  absurd  theory  ;  anei|^tk 
shttthimsdf  up  and  wrought  anotion  of  Ohinesecharacter  fh>m 
the  depths  of  his  own  inner  consdousness;  and  a  ninth  was 
a  Jesuit,  who  had  liyed  too  long  among  the  Chinese  to  know 
anything  about  them.    I  am  very  far  from  saying  that  these 
objections  are  well  founded.    On  the  contrary,  I  beheve 
that  none  of  them  are  absolutely  true,  and  that  some  of 
them  have  but  small  colour  of  truth.    Each  one  of  these  men 
has  valuable  information  to  impart.  To  admit  that  they  have 
their  liobbies  and  their  prejudices^  is  only  to  say  that  they 
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lire  men.  I  by  no  means  judge  tliem  as  tliej  jndge  either 
themselves  or  each  other.  All  that  I  affirm  is,  that  even  if 
I  were  the  meekest  of  diadples,  there  is  no  reoeiTed  expo- 
nent of  the  Tiews  of  Chinese  scholars  j  and  therefore  I  am 
not  presumptuoos  in  questioning  opinions  which  are  not  only 
often  falsified  by  the  event,  but  which  are  also  often  hotly 
disputed  among  themselves. 

We  in  England  certaiuly  do  not  want  either  to  read  or 
speak  Chinese  ;  we  only  want  to  know  to  what  extent  it  is 
necessary  for  our  interests  that  Chinese  shall  be  spoken  and 
written  by  Englishmen  in  China,  and  what  are  the  coa- 
ditions  of  the  necessary  supply. 

In  a  country  where  the  roses  have  no  fragrance,  and  the 
women  no  petticoats  ;  where  the  labourer  has  no  Sabbath, 
and  the  magistrate  no  sense  of  honour  ;  where  the  roads  bear 
no  vehicles,  and  the  ships  no  keels ;  where  old  men  fly  kites  ; 
where  the  needle  points  to  the  south,  and  the  sign  of  being 
puzzled  is  to  scratch  the  antipodes  of  the  head ;  where  the 
place  of  honour  is  on  the  left  hand,  and  the  seat  of  intellect 
is  in  the  stomach ;  where  to  take  off  your  hat  is  an  insolent 
gestuTe^  and  to  wear  white  garments  is  to  put  yourself  in 
mourning — we  ought  not  to  be  astonished  to  find  a  literature 
without  an  alphabet*  and  a  language  without  a  grammar.  If 
we  add  that  for  countless  centuries  the  government  has  been 
in  the  hands  of  state  philosophers^  and  the  vernacular  dialects 
have  been  abandoned  to  the  labouring  classes  (I  am  about  in 
the  next  few  words  to  call  forth  the  execration  of  every 
sinologue  in  Europe  and  Asia),  we  must  not  be  startled  to 
find  that  this  Chinese  language  is  the  most  intricate,  cum* 
brous,  and  unwieldy  vehicle  of  thought  that  ever  obtained 
among  any  people. 

There  are  eighteen  distinct  languages  in  China,  besides 
the  court  dialect ;  and  although,  by  a  beautiful  invention 
deserving  of  all  imitation,  the  written  language  is  so  contrived 

*  The  fact  of  there  being  no  alphabet  in  the  Chinese,  nccounts  for 
the  diversity  of  spelling  which  we  find  in  the  writings  that  reproduce 
Chinese  words.  Each  man  imitates  the  sound  ho  wishes  to  repeat,  in 
European  letters.  Not  only,  therefore,  will  an  Englishman  and  a 
iEVenohnian  ipell  the  lune  duneae  wofd  Tery  dilfbrently,  but  two 
Engfiflhraen  will  itay  thfllr  ipeUing  Mording  m  their  ear  may  be 
more  or  leta  troa. 
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as  to  denote  by  the  same  character  the  sounds  of  each  of  the 
nineteen  different  words,  all  of  which  it  equally  represents, 
this  is  of  no  great  use  among  the  multitude  who  cannot 
read.  There  is  not  a  man  among  our  Chinese  scholars 
who  can  speak  three  of  these  languages  with  fluency,  and 
there  is  not  one  who  can  safely  either  write  or  interpret 
an  impoitaat  state  paper  without  the  assistance  of  a 
**  teacher." 

These  "teachers"  are,  necessarily,  the  very  scum  and 
refoae  of  the  Chinese  literary  body — ^the  plucked  of  the  ex- 
aminations, and  the  mnagates  from  justice  or  tyranny.  They 
are  hired  at  a  far  lower  salary  than  they  would  obtain  in 
their  own  country  as  secretaries  to  a  high  official,  and  if  th^ 
can  write  a  fair  hand,  or  speak  a  tolerable  idiom,  or  pro- 
nounce with  a  certain  purity  of  accent  (although  th^  may 
be  known  to  be  domestic  spies^  repeating  all  they  see  and 
liear),  they  are  respected  and  almost  yenerated  by  the 
English  sinologue  who  maintuns  them.    If  one  of  these 
learned  persons  should  happen  also  to  be  the  son  of  some 
«ma}l  mandarin,  he  becomes  to  his  pupil  a  great  authority  on 
Chinese  politics  and  a  Petronins  of  Chinese  ceremonial. 
Papers  are  indited  and  English  policy  is  shaped  according  to 
the  response  of  the  oracle.    The  sinologue  who  deri\ cs  his 
inspirations  from  this  source  is  again  taken  as  an  absiolute 
authority  by  the  poor  helpless  general,  or  admiral,  or  ambas- 
sador, who  thinks  it  his  duty  to  adopt  what  he  is  told  are 
Chinese  customs  and  to  ape  the  Chinese  ceremonial. 

We  want  interpreters — plenty  of  them.  We  cannot  pay 
too  high  for  tlicm  ;  for  we  musfc  bid  high  to  have  them  of  a 
good  quality,  and  at  present  even  our  courts  of  justice  are 
brought  to  a  stand-still  for  want  of  them.  We  want  also 
Chinese  scholars.  But  we  waut  them  to  interpret  the  policy 
of  English  statesmen,  not  to  originate  a  policy  of  Chinese 
crotchets.  They  know  nothing  of  the  national  interests  of 
England,  nothing  of  our  commercial  wants  ;  they  ate  trying 
aU  their  liyee,  laudably  and  zealously,  but  rather  Tftnily 
trying,  to  learn  the  Chinese  forms  of  official  writin|^  and 
the  practice  of  Chinese  owemiOiuaL 

I  labour  this  subjeot  becanse  it  is  aH-important  hue ; 
became  it  is  all  unknown  to  English  minds  ;  because  it  has 
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been  my  ambition,  by  means  of  tbese  letters,  to  direct  the 
public  opinion,  and  to  load  the  minds  of  our  rulers  to  the 
i'act  tliat  our  principal  difficulties  have  arisen  from  adopting 
the  Chinese  practice  of  submitting  questions  of  state  policy 
to  men  oT  merely  literary  attainments.  They  are  excellent, 
most  valuable,  most  indispensable,  in  their  proper  sphere  ; 
but  they  aro  necessarily  men  who  see  atoms  through  micro- 
scopes, and  lead  us  into  national  wars  for  matters  not  worth 
U  sheet  of  foolscap. 

Yell  is  about  to  depart  for  Calcutta  in  the  Indexible; 
another  black  regiment  (the  G5th)  is  coming  on  to  garrison 
iHongkong ;  and  the  diplomatic  body  is  dispersing  for  the 
short  recess  which  precedes  the  session  at  Shanghai  I  shall 
take  advantage  of  the  general  hoiliday  to  accompany  Yeh  to 
Calcutta.  It  will  be  intereeting  to  study  the  character  of  a 
caged  mandariD. 

Singapore,  March  I. 

P.S. — The  Injleodhle  arrived  here  this  morning  on  her 
way  to  Calcutta.    Yeh  has  endured  the  discomfort  of  his 
sea-sickness  much  better  than  we  expected*  He  eats  a  great 
deal,  sleeps  a  great  deal,  and  washes  very  little.    He  may 
be  pronounced,  therefore,  to  be  in  yery  good  ca8e^«and  we 
hope  to  deliver  him  over  to  the  governor-general  safe  and 
sound.    It  was  said  at  Hongkong  that  Lord  Elgin  had  left 
it  to  the  discretion  of  Lord  Canning  to  detain  him  at  Cal- 
cutta^  or  to  send  him  to  England.    Should  the  governor- 
general  resolve  upon  the  latter  course,  Yeh  will  make  but 
an  intractable  London  lion.    You  will  never  get  him  to 
shake  his  mane  and  roar.    In  my  next  letter  from  Calcutta 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  you  the  first  full-length  study  of  a 
first-class  mandaria  that  has  ever  been  submitted  to  the 
Western  world. 
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CHAPTER  yyyiT. 

CONYEBSATIOKS  WITH  TEH. 

Deaeriplioil  of  Yeh— The  Different  Portraits  of  him— His  Behavioof 
when  taken — His  Early  Suspicions — His  Private  Life — His  D:et — 
His  Religion — His  Dirtiness — Departure  in  the  Itijiexible — Sea- 
sickness— His  Account  of  the  Executions  of  the  Rebels — Is  Yeh  a 
Fatalist  ? — His  Reception  of  the  Bishop  of  Victoria's  Tracts — His 
Opinions  on  Diiseetion — 'BS%  Knowledge  in  Goography  and  Hirtojy 
— His  Dislike  of  Cumpetitioo — ^His  Falsehood — Yeh's  Account  ii 
his  own  Career — His  Ignorance  of  Chinese  Dialects — His  Explana- 
tions of  Chinese  Philosophy — The  Canton  Affair — Yeh  on  X>eck«^ 
Arrival  in  the  Hooghly — Lands  at  Fort  William. 

Calcdtta  BiviBy  Mwrek  17. 

I  TOLD  you  in  my  last  letter  from  Hongkong  that  I 
intended  to  accompany  Yeh  to  his  place  of  captivity. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  the  public  mind  of  England  will  take 
such  interest  in  this  man  Yeli  as  I  have  taken.  I  have 
caught  at  the  opportunity  of  accompanying  him  in  this 
voyage  as  a  chance  of  studying  Chinese  character  which  has 
nevf^r  1)efore  happened,  and  wliicli  may  not  soon  recur. 

Hitherto,  \ve  have  been  told,  and  truly  told,  that  we  can- 
not judge  the  ruling  class  of  Chinese  fh>m  the  cooliesi  the 
compradors,  and  the  traders  with  whom  we  are  brouglifc 
into  contact^  nor  from  the  half-edacated  teachers^"  who  are 
retained  upon  a  scanty  pittance  by  our  sinologues ;  nor  from 
the  occaaional  interviews  we  have  had  with  high  mandarins. 
I  have  been  shut  up  for  many  days  w  ith  ih^  great  Ohinamaa 
of  the  present  day.  Yeh  must  be  hereafter  one  of  the  men 
of  Chinese  histoty.  He  is  the  second  man  of  the  empire^ 
He  has  exerdscd  high  offices  for  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  He  has  ruled  with  an  absolute  despotism 
30,000,000  of  souls.  His  sentences  have  been  tortnres,  his 
lightest  words  have  been  death.  He  has  been  to  China 
what  Wentwortb  was  to  Ireland,  and  wished  to  be  to 
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Idlngland.    His  policy  has  been    thorough,**  and  lie  has  been 
able  to  work  it  out  in  a  reign  of  ten'or  unrestrained.  He 
tells,  with  a  coarse  laugh,  that  he  has  himself  sentenced  to 
death  100,000  of  his  countrymen  and  countrywomen,  and 
he  boasts  that  that  estimate  must  be  quadrupled  if  we  take 
into  account  the  towns  and  villages  destroyed  by  his  orders. 
ITet  after  this  successful  career  of  ruthless  enei^,  he  sud« 
cLenly  adopted  towards  us  a  conduct  which  ap|>ear8  in  our 
eyes  to  have  had  no  other  qualities  than  sloth  and  insolence. 
He  fell,  earning  from  no  Englishman  the  respect  due  to  a 
gallant  enemy,  and  he  lives  execrated  by  every  Chinaman 
as  a  traitor  to  the  ancient  suicide-enjoining  traditions  of  his 
country.    He  rose  to  his  great  position  imder  a  system  of 
competitive  examination,  and  in  a  state  where  executive 
ability  alone  is  supposed  to  lead  to  high  office,  and  he  is 
acknowledged  to  be  of  the  very  first  excellence  in  all  the 
learning  of  China. 

Such  a  man  raust  be  a  great  problem.  If  I  fail  to  solve 
it,  I  may,  at  any  rate,  supply  to  others  the  materials  for  a 
solution.  I  hope  this  is  sufficient  excuse  for  having  consti** 
tuted  myself  the  Boswell  of  this  terrible  Johnson. 

In  his  personal  appearance  Yeh  is  a  very  stout  and  rather 
tall  man,  about  five  feet  eleven,  with  the  long  thin  Chinese 
moustache  and  beard,  a  remarkably  receding  forehead,*  a 
akull  in  which  what  the  phrenologists  call veneration  "  is 
much  developed ;  a  certain  degree  of  rotundity  behind  the 
eax,  and  a  moderate  development  of  the  back  head.  Shorn 
nearly  to  the  crown,  and  very  thinly  covered  with  hair  in 
that  part  where  the  Chinese  mostly  cultivate  their  hair,  our 
mandarin  offers  every  facility  for  craniological  examination* 
His  tail  is  very  paltry,  very  short,  and  very  thin.  The 
smallest  porker  in  China  has  a  better  tail  than  her  highest 
niUDclarin. 

His  face  is  heavy  :  there  is  more  chin  than  you  usually 

*  The  shape  of  Yeh's  skiill  la  yerj  remarkable.  It  is  shown  in  none 
-of  his  portraits,  for  he  is  on  these  occasions  particular  in  wearing  his 
•oflioul  cap.  The  forehead  recedes  at  an  angle  of  forty*five  to  the  beck 
of  the  skuU,  wbioh  is  veiy  h\gh,  and  desoeads  ahnoot  in  a  Btndgfai  Hne 
to  theneck« 
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see  in  a  Chinaxnan-^more  jowl  and  jaw,  indicative  of  will 
and  obstinacy.    The  nose  is  long  and  flat^  the  nostrils  form- 
ing one  side  of  a  very  obtuse  angle.    Seen  in  profile,  tlie 
nose  IS  very  remarkable  and  very  ngly ;  in  the  front  fim 
this,  the  most  simial  expression  of  the  man's  countenance,  m 
Jiitigated.   The  eye — ^that  slit  Mongolian  eye — ^is  the  moM 
expressive  feature  of  the  man  who  is  sitting  opposite  to  me, 
and  looking  rather  suspiciously  at  me  as  I  am  now  writaaf^ 
In  his  ordinary  mood  there  is  only  a  look  of  shrewdness  and 
quick  cunning  in  tliis,  the  only  mobile  feature  of  Lis  face  ; 
but  I  have  seen  Lim  in  the  turning  niuments  of  his  life, 
when  those  eyelids  opened  wide,  and  those  eyeballs  glared 
with  teiTor  and  witli  fury.    He  has  a  large  protruding  mouth, 
thick  lips,  and  very  black  teeth;  for,  as  he  remarks,  " it  never 
has  been  the  custom  of  his  family  to  use  a  toothbrush."  It 
is,  however,  a  very  common  custom  in  some  Chinese  families, 
a«?  any  one  may  see  who  walks  the  streets  of  Canton  and 
notices  the  coolies  and  small  tnidei's  at  their  ablations. 

He  does  not  wear  long  nails  ;  he  says  he  has  been  too 
busy  all  his  life  to  do  so.  His  hands^  as  is  almost  univer- 
sally the  case  in  China,  are  small  and  well-shaped.  The 
same  occupations  which  have  prevented  him  from  growing 
his  nails  seem  to  have  kept  him  from  washing  his  hands.  I 
think  I  can  remember,  however,  that  when  first  taken  his 
nails  were  of  Chinese  growth. 

No  habit  of  looking  at  Teh  deadens  the  feeling  of  repol* 
non  which  the  expresdon  of  his  huge  lace  inspires.  Ike 
English  public  are  by  this  time  familiar  with  hxs  featuror^ 
chiefly  through  a  profile  sketched  by  Major  Crealock  at  tike 
moment  when  he  was  brought  in  a  prisoner.  This  has  been 
copied  and  re-copied  and  lithographed  by  the  Chinamen  of 
Hongkong,  and  sent  home  to  England  in  hundreds  of  letters. 
It  has  been  sometimes  thought  to  be  a  caricature,  and  in  the 
lithograph  there  is  some  exaggeration.  But  the  original 
sketch  is  the  most  striking  likeness  I  ever  saw.  I  stood  at 
the  major's  side  while  he  was  pencilling  and  we  compared 
the  portrait  with  the  man.  It  is  true,  it  was  taken  ia  a 
moment  of  mental  terror,  while  the  prisoner's  eyes  were 
ranging  round  a  large  room  in  quest  of  a  headsman  and  his 
sword  i  but  in  his  quiet  momenta  the  expression,  althot^h 
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mitigated  in  degree,  is  the  same  in  ehmoter — a  fieuse  ai  dull, 

heavy,  stolid,  impassible  cruelty.* 

There  is  strong  will,  there  is  dogmatic  perseverance,  there 
is  immovable,  inert  resistance;  but  there  is  no  active  courage 
in  that  face,  nor  in  that  heai*t.    When  Captain  Key  seized 
him,  bis  vast  carcase  shook  with  terror,  and  he  completely 
lost  all  presence  of  mind.    Perhaps  this  is  not  to  be  much 
wondered  at.    Fifty  blue-jackets,  with  drawn  swords  and 
revolvers,  were  dancing  round  him  like  madmen,  flourishing 
their  cutlasse%  throwing  up  their  hats,  and  cheering  at  the 
top  of  their  voices.  He  might  well  believe  that  his  last  moment 
was  come.    But  a  man  who  had  sent  so  many  thousands  to 
their  great  account,  might  be  expected  to  meet  his  own  fate 
with  dignity.    Yeh  was  not  equal  to  thia    He  shook,  hto 
made  gestnres  of  sabmisron,  he  denied  his  identity,  he  would 
have  fallen,  had  not  Captain  Key  held  him  up.   In  the 
presence  of  the  admirals  his  fright  was  ill  concealed  hj  aa 
aasomption  of  impudence.   When  Captain  Hall  took  him 
on  board  the  Inflexible,  he  trembled  violently  as  he  went  up 
the  ladder  ;  and  when  on  board,  he  eagerly  inquired  whether 
"he  was  to  be  put  to  death.    As  soon  as  he  had  ascertained 
that  it  was  not  our  custom  to  kill  our  prisoners,  he  seemed 
quite  contented.    As  he  had  previously  considered  his  death 
certain,  so  he  now  becaine  convinced  of  his  absolute  security. 
During  all  these  early  scenes,  however  much  he  suffered 
from  the  infirmity  of  bodily  fear,  his  arrogance  never,  after 
the  lirst  moment,  forsook  him.    T  hnvo  in  ci  former  letter 
i:glated  his  behaviour  to  the  admiral  when  interrogated  by 
him  as  to  the  fate  of  Cooper  and  other  European  captives. 
This,  however,  was  the  impudence  of  despair.  When 
Captain  Hall  took  him  off  in  his  boat,  he  refused  to  sit  by 
his  side  in  the  stern-sheets,  but  squatted  on  the  thwart 
oppoate,  thmby  rendering  it  necessary  to  lay  in  the  stroke- 

*  Aa  this  sketch  has  been  made  public  in  various  ways,  I  have 
inserted  io  this  volume  a  copy  uf  the  photograph  taken  of  him  at 
OaloQita.  Yeh  in  very  Ibnd  of  liaviii|f  his  portrait  tftken,  and  msiiS- 

fested  the  greatest  iropatienestoseathia  He  was  tantalized  hf  smtll 

days'  delay,  while  the  artist  was  preparing  a  fine  frame.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  this  is  Yeh  carefully  "got  up,"  in  face  and 
dress,  for  the  purpose  of  beinp  photographed.  Major  Crealock's  sketch 
was  taken  in  the  moment  of  hia  mortal  fright. 
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otr,  but  atOl  not  ftvoiding  frequent  digs  in  the  back  ficom  tbe 
knuckles  of  No.  7  oarsman. 

Am  soon  as  he  became  composed  on  board  the  If^leanNe, 
he  took  np  those  childish  tricks  which  have  sometimes  em- 
barrassed our  diplomatists  by  thw  single  impudence.  He 
had  come  off  to  the  ship  solely  to  see  Lord  Elgin,  and  won- 
dered he  had  not  kept  his  appointment.  He  had  determined 
not  to  wait  for  him  much  longer.  He  refused  Lis  autograph 
when  Sir  John  Bowring  asked  him  for  it,  because  he  said  it 
was  impossible  to  write  au  iudiiferent  sentence  in  Chinese — 
every  word  can  be  distorted  to  some  hidden  meaning.  Tlie 
Chinese  minister  evidently  believed  that  we  considered  liim 
Btill  as  a  person  from  whom  a  treaty  might  be  obtained^  and 
he  was  prepared  to  make  a  good  diplomatic  fight. 

At  fii*st  he  treated  Mr.  Alabaster,  the  interpreter  ap- 
pointed to  attend  him,  with  infinite  rudeness  and  contem^ 
fiie  was  magnificent  and  theatrical  in  his  answer  to  Loid 
Elgin's  message  communicating  to  him  that  he  was  to  go  to 
Calcutta.    He  refused  all  conyeraation,  telling  Mr.  Alabaster 
that  he  knew  he  was  a  spy  put  over  him  to  report  all  he 
might  say.   Mr.  Alabaster,  of  course,  replied  that  he  was 
not  a  spy,  but  a  public  servant ;  and  that  Yeh,  himself  a 
great  officer,  must  know  that  it  was  his  duty  to  report  to 
his  superiors.    In  one  of  the  earliest  interviews  I  had  with 
him,  I  was  careful  to  make  him  understand  the  functions 
which  I  was  discharging.    Mr.  Alabaster  exhibited  to  him 
a  copy  of  the  TimeSy  at  the  size  whereof  he  seemed  greatly 
astonished.    I  told  him  that  the  learned  men  of  the  Western 
world  were  mucli  perplexed  upon  (questions  of  Chinese 
government  and  philosophy,  and  that  1  should  consider  my- 
self fortunate  if  he  thought  fit  through  me  to  inform  them 
upon  these  subjects.    At  this  time  his  reply  was  usually 
either  a  grunt  or  a  grin  ;  he  answered  my  appeal  with  a 
grunt. 

This  uncomfortable  state  of  suspicion  gave  way  under  the 
judicious  treatment  of  the  high  authoiitieSi  When  he 
found  that  Lord  Elgin  took  no  notice  of  him,  unless  to  send 
curt  messages  inquiring  after  his  personal  eomiatt, — when 
he  saw  that,  while  treating  him  with  all  respect,  and  doing 
all  he  could  for  his  convenience,  Captain  Brooker  paid  no 
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attentiou  to  where  lie  sat,  or  what  he  wore,  or  liow  he 
iiemeaned  himself, — when  he  discovered  that  no  one  wished 
to  make  him  sign  any  treaty,  or  to  question  him  upon  topics 
which  he  declined  to  enter  upoxii  he  gradually  relaxed.  I 
think  that  before  we  left  Hongkong  he  had  recognized  his 
true  position,  and  had  convinced  himself  that  the  treatment 
he  received  was  only  the  respect  accorded  to  a  prisoner  of 
high  rank,  whose  power  for  good  or  for  evil  had  paned 
away.  He  gave  up  playing  &e  high  mandarin,  conversed 
with  affiibility  upon  indifferent  subjects^  preferred  a  request 
for  a  daily  ration  of  six  pounds  of  fresh  pork,  presented  a 
portion  of  his  stock  of  oranges  to  the  ward-room  mess^  and 
hegged  to  be  allowed  to  send  for  a  full  supply  of  (Sdneae 
tobacco. 

TJp  to  this  time  the  only  occasions  upon  which  he  mani- 
fested any  vivacity  were  upon  discussions  as  to  his  food. 
TTia  Chinese  cook  was  sent  for,  and  arrived  at  the  last 
moment  with  great  stores  of  Chinese  comestibles,  to  his 
immense  satisfaction.  Visitors  annoyed  him.  He  was,  or 
pretended  to  be,  much  shocked  at  the  dress  of  an  English 
lady.  He  kept  his  eyes  studiously  turned  from  her,  and 
remarked  afterwards  that  her  throat  was  not  covered.  Mr. 
Alabaster  showed  him  some  portraits  in  an  lUuatrcUed  News 
of  ladies  in  ball-room  dress.  Yeh  was  scandalized ;  that 
women  shoidd  wear  bedgowns  was  proper,  bat  that  they 
flhould  be  painted  in  their  bedgowns  was  atrodous. 

When  left  alone,  he  would  dimb  up  to  the  stem-ports  and 
look  out  upon  Hongkong ;  but  he  never  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  say  any  more  of  the  city  of  Yictoria  thain  that  it 
was  Hao,** — *^  Good.**  If  any  one  came  down  while  he  was 
looking  out,  he  returned  gravely  to  bis  seat,  rather  annoyed 
at  being  detected  in  so  undignified  a  cariosity. 

Yeh  is  in  his  private  life  a  very  resjjectable  Chinaman. 
He  is  entirely  free  from  all  suspicion  ot  those  detestable 
habits  common  to  his  countrymen,  and  for  which  even  the 
virtuous  Keying  was  but  too  notorious.  He  smokes  no 
opium ;  his  ordinary  diink  is  only  warm  tea ;  he  uses 
samshu  only  as  a  medicine.  He  has  sent  his  only  wife, 
under  the  protection  of  his  father,  to  his  native  village.  He 
spoke  of  his  concubines  ;  but  as  I  could  not  tell  how  ^  it 
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might  be  wrong  in  his  eyes  to  show  curiosity  on  this  topic, 
I  did  not  learn  their  nuinber  or  destination.  He  has  no 
son  ;  but  has  adopted  a  nephew,  who  is  now  tweuty-ibiir 
years  old,  and  is  pursuing  his  studies  at  Pekin. 

He  eats  twice  a  day  of  four  or  five  succulent  dishes,  and 
he  haa  the  good  sense  to  eat  rice  with  each  dish,  not  re- 
serving it  for  the  end  of  the  diaaer,  as  the  Chinch  do  at 
their  feasts.    He  drinks  nothing  while  eating. 

His  devotions  consist  of  sitting  in  the  posture  of  a  Ghums 
idol,  his  kgs  crossed,  and  his  fim  to  the  east.  He  renalas 
in  an  abstracted  state  for  about  ten  minntea^  and  the  aet  «f 
deTotion  is  aooomplished.  When  fae  first  oaoie  on  boaid,  h» 
retired  into  this  contempIatiTe  state  several  times  a  dm^. 
He  afterwards  became  much  more  remiss,  and  onoa  a  dsf 
appeared  to  soffioe  him.  He  uses  no  idol,  and  when  aafeed 
whether  he  wished  for  any  &cilities  tov  performli^  Ins 
devotiDns  piiyately,  replied  that  he  wanted  nothing  of  tibe 
sort.  I  imagined  that  this  was  an  act  of  devotion  according 
tu  the  custom  of  the  higher  sect  of  the  Bhuddists  ;  but  one 
day,  when  he  was  in  special  good  humour,  he  condescended 
to  explain  why  he  turned  himself  to  the  east,  instead  of  to 
the  west,  which  is  the  birtliplace  of  Bhudda,  He  said,  if  he 
were  praying,  he  should  turn  to  the  west ;  but  he  is  not 
praying.  He  turns  to  the  east  because  the  east  is  the  "  seng 
chi " — the  principle  of  life,  jis  the  west  is  the  principle  of 
death.  He  says  tlio  four  cardinal  points  agree  with  tlie  four 
seasons  :  the  north  is  the  winter,  the  south  is  the  suauuer, 
the  east  is  the  spring,  and  the  west  is  the  autimin. 

We  asked  him  what  Taoli  this  was,  "  Confucian  1 " — ¥«8»** 
« Bhuddist  i Yes."  «  Taouist  1 "  Yes.  It  ia  move 
ancient  even  than  Confucius.  It  is  the  ancient  ceremonial 
of  China."  **  Are  the  Taoli  *of  Oonfacius  and  Bhudda  and 
Laoo-tsae  all  aahordinate  to  the  ancient  Taoli  of  China  f ' — 

Yes;  ikef  are  all  included  in  it  From  the  time  theae 
was  an  east  there  was  this  TaoIL" 

In  the  practice  of  that  virtue  which  we  Western  ara 
glad  to  rank  next  to  godlineas,  Yeh  is  oertainlj  not  osn* 
spicaons.  A  more  undesirable  mcaHnste  for  the  comBaodar 
a  ship  of  war  can  scarcely  he  imagined.   He  Bpits,  he 
anu^ea^  he  onctates,  and  he  blows  his  noae  with  las  fii^eie. 
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<]hpiain  Brooker  has  taught  him  the  comfort  of  a  pocket- 
handkerchief,  bat  not  to  nee  it  for  this  purpose.  His  dailj 
ablations  consist  of  a  slight  rubbing  of  the  fiftce  with  a 
towel  moistened  in  hot  water.  He  has  a  horror  of  fresh  air, 
and  while  in  Chinese  waters  never  willingly  went  on  deck. 
He  loved  to  have  the  ports  clof?ed  and  the  skylights  down. 

He  wears  thickly- padded  stockings,  the  long,  bine,  sleeved, 
quilted  cape,  and  blue  pantaloons  tied  at  the  ankle,  common 
to  all  Chinamen.  He  boasts  that  he  has  worn  his  outer  coat 
for  ten  years,  and  its  appearance  justifies  his  assertion, — it 
is  stiff  with  grease.  Wlien  we  drew  near  to  Singapore, 
within  one  degree  of  the  line,  the  heat  became  frightful. 
His  practice  then  wa?.  while  steaming  from  libations  of  hot 
tea,  to  strip  off  his  coat  and  sit  in  his  long  yellow  grass-cloth 
shirt,  wet  and  discoloured — a  most  disgusting  object. 

Once,  after  six  weeks*  confinement^  he  gravely  intimated 
his  intention  of  taking  a  bath ;  and  he  was  eagerly  reminded 
etf  what  he  had  been  more  than  once  infoimed,  that  there 
"was  a  most  comfortable  bath-room  on  deck,  quite  at  Ids  daily 
servioe.  That  was  not  at  all  Yeh's  idea  of  a  bath.  The 
cabin  was  given  np  to  him  and  his  domestics,  and  a  small 
pan  of  boiling  water.  We  all  hoped  that  he  had  cleansed 
Umadf ;  bat  when  we  saw  him  again  he  was  wearing  his 
old  greasy  nnwashed  jacket. 

OoBsidknable  alarm  was  at  one  time  entertained  as  to 
idietlier  the  great  man  did  not  enconrage  a  class  of  para- 
sites  not  nsaally  tolerated  by  great  men.  Mr.  Alabaster 
saw  to  his  horror  an  unknown,  but  most  snspicions  insect 
crawling  within  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  captain's  cabin. 
He  pointed  out  the  insect  to  Yeh,  who  looked  at  it  with 
immovable  gravity,  and  said  sententiously,  "  It  is  a  louse." 
It  was  not  by  the  mandarin's  agency  that  the  action  of 
Peter  Pindar's  great  epic  was  re-enacted  on  board  the  /n- 
flexible.  Yeh's  retinue  consists  of  a  cook,  a  barber,  two 
waiting  servants,  and  a  military  attendant.  This  last  person 
we,  with  our  usual  absurd  practice  of  dignifying  Chinamen 
with  European  titles,  call  an  aide-de-camp.  He  is  a  military 
mandarin  of  the  sixth  degree.  He  is  also  a  dirty  fellow, 
doing  menial  offices  about  the  person  of  his  chief,  and  messing 
with  the  other  servants  upon  the  meats  that  go  from  his 
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master's  table.  If  he  were  an  Englishman,  we  should  call 
him  at  best  a  soldier  servant,  or  an  orderly. 

After  Yell  had  thus  manifested  liis  acquaintance  with 
entomology,  the  "aide-de-camp"  and  the  domestics  were 
compelled  to  wash^  and  some  strong  hints  were  thrown  out 
to  their  master.  The  washing  was  grumbled  at  as  a 
tyranny,  and  the  hints  were  thrown  away ;  so  nothing  was 
left  but  to  hope  almost  against  hope  that  the  mandarin 
himself  is  free  from  vermin,  and  to  continue  to  scmb  the 
attendants  The  southern  Chinese  are  for  the  most  part  of 
cleanly  habits ;  but  the  northerns  are  dirfy.  Yeh  ia  £eom 
Hu])eh,  whioh  is  one  of  the  five  northern  provinces. 

Yeh  sleeps  in  a  recess  in  the  captain's  cabin,  which  he 
prefers  to  a  separate  sleeping-berth.  He  goes  to  bed  about 
eight  o*<dock,  and  while  we  are  reading  or  writing,  or  pluying 
chess,  he  sleeps  the  sle^p  of  infimcy— an  unbroken  slumber, 
apparently  undisturbed  by  virions  of  widowed  women  or 
wailing  orphans.  This  man-killer,  after  slaying  his  hundred 
thousand  human  beings,  enjoys  sweeter  sleep  than  an  inno- 
cent Jjondon  alderman  after  a  turtle  dinner.  So  false  are 
traditions;  so  false  are  the  remorseful  scenes  of  Greek  and 
English  tragedies. 

But,  although  our  great  mandarin  is  at  peace  with  his 
own  Chinese  conscience,  he  has  an  evident  horror  of  his 
living  countrymen.  He  has  "  lost  face"  with  them,  and  the 
greatest  fear  he  has  is  the  being  made  an  exjiibition  to  a 
Chinese  rabble.  AVe  were  malicious  enough  to  ask  whether 
he  would  like  to  go  to  the  Hongkong  races.  He  answered, 
just  as  the  father  of  a  serious  family  might  answer,  that  it 
never  had  been  the  custom  of  his  funily  to  go  to  rapes. 

The  day  before  we  started,  many  curious  people  came  off  to 
see  him,  and  Yeh  became  very  sulky.  Sir  John  Bowring 
got  vezy  little  out  of  his  interview.  He  did  not  even  re- 
dprocate  Sir  J ohn*s  compliment  of  asking  him  his  age  ;  and 
when  Sir  John  asked  whether  he  could  do  anything  for  him, 
Yeh  only  remarked  that  Mr.  Alabaster  was  there;,  and  he 
would  tell  him.  The  admiral  was  present  at  the  same  time. 
Yeh  is  very  fond  of  the  admiral,  and  spoke  to  him  with 
more  cordiality.  The  bishop  of  Yictoria  also  sought  an 
interview ;  not  wishing,  however,  to  be  introduced  to  him 
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by  his  offidal  tiilex  lest  he  should  be  thought  to  be  paying 
too  much  respect  to  such  a  man.  The  fear  was  ungronndedy 
for  the  Chinaman  knows  nothing  of  episcopal  rank;  and 
if  there  is  any  profession  for  which  a  proud  Chinese 
literate  entertains  a  supreme  contempt,  it  la  for  that  of 
the  priesthood  of  all  fidths,  Bhuddist  emphatically  included. 

On  Monday,  the  23rd  of  February,  the  If^hxMe  steamed 
out  of  Hongkong  harbour,  and  Yeh  might,  if  he  had  pleased, 
Baye  taken  his  last  look  for  some  time  of  the  shores  of  his 
native  land.  If  he  felt  any  of  the  bitterness  of  exile,  he 
•was  snccessfnl  in  concealing  it,  for  he  was  entirely  occu- 
pied in  smoking  his  pipe  and  scttliijg  himself  comfort- 
ably. A  few  minutes  after,  and  wo  had  rounded  Green 
Island,  and  the  steamer  danced  to  the  piping  of  the  strong 
north-west  monsoon.  I  was  on  deck  watching  the  familiar 
objects  of  the  harbour  as  they  receded,  and  thinking  re- 
gretfully that  some  friendships  which  I  most  valued  there 
might  be  dimmed  by  the  strong  line  T  had  felt  it  my  duty 
to  take  upon  some  public  questions,  when  sounds  came 
through  the  cabin  skylight  like  the  strains  and  groans  of 
Etna.  The  pipe  and  the  little  cakes,  flavoured  potently 
with  pork  fat,  even  the  frequent  tliimblefuls  of  samshu, 
had  been  unavailing  to  fortify  the  great  stomach  of  the 
great  mandarin.  The  ^  aide-de-camp  was  incapable  of  aid ; 
the  servants  and  the  cook  had  crept  into  comers  to  die. 
Poor  Captain  Brooker's  cabin  was  in  an  awful  state. 

For  three  days  this  condition  of  things  continued.  Judging 
from  the  sounds,  the  viceroy  might  be  throwing  up  his  two 
provinces  of  Quangsi  and  Quangtung.  It  must  be  admitted^ 
however,  that  he  struggled  manfully  with  his  malady.  To 
use  his  own  expression,  his  stomach  was  excruciated  and 
his  bowels  required  nursing ;  but  he  manifested  all  a  China- 
man's courage  of  endurance.  On  the  fourth  day  he  even 
returned  to  his  pipe,  and  required  his  slowly-recovering 
cook  to  prepare  him  breakfiist.  He  does  not  love  mutton 
—it  is  Tartar  food  ;  he  does  not  eat  beef,  for  it  is  written 
by  Confucius,  "  Thou  shalt  not  slaughter  the  labouring  ox.'* 
This  is  not  a  superstition,  but  an  ethical  and  economical 
observance.  It  is  ungrateful  to  slaughter  the  animal  that 
produces  rice^  and  it  is  contrary  to  Chinese  notions  of  good 
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policy  to  kill  creatures  that  till  the  earth.  Yeli  does  not 
drink  milk,  uor  will  lie  eat  biscuits  prej^ai-eil  witli  milk  ; 
but  lie  explains  that  this  is  not  because  he  is  a  Bliuddist,  for 
that  many  who  are  not  Blmddists  do  not  drink  milk,  while 
the  Bhuddists  of  Mantchouria  are  fond  of  it.  If — which 
•  I  very  much  doubt — he  is  of  any  religion,  he  belongs  to 
that  higher  aeet  of  BbuddUts  who  are  above  all  forma  of 
abstinenoe  or  idol-worships  and  place  their  devotiaa  in  in* 
tense  inner  aspirations  for  perfeotioo. 

As  he  recovered  ficom  his  sea-sickness,  he  grew  more  com* 
snuucative  and  conversational  than  he  had  ever  been  before. 
Am  we  left  Siogapore  harbonri  he  looked  like  a  man  who 
had  a  load  removed  from  his  mind.  I  bdlieve  hk  feelii^ 
was  that  he  had  jpit  away  for  a  time  from  his  own  oountiju 
men^  and  waa  no  longer  in  danger  of  meetiBg  the  people  in 
whoee  egres  he  had  loet  face."  He  now  talked  flnently 
upon  every  eubjeot  to  whidi  we  led  him  ;  and  I  cihall  best 
convey  his  opinions  by  transcribing  these  conversations  dis- 
cursively as  I  noted  them.  Let  me  remark  here,  once  for 
all,  tliut  }xh\  Alaba^ier  is,  so  far  as  my  experience  f^oes,  a 
unique  iii.stance  of  a  youth  who  has  learnt  to  converse 
fluently  in  ^landarin  after  only  two  years  study.  In  terms 
of  j)liiiosojihy  and  art,  difficulties  of  translation  must  of 
necessity  occur  ;  but  apart  from  these,  I  never  hear  the 
interpreter  obliged  to  ask  Yeh  to  repeat  what  he  has  said, 
and  very  rarely  lind  that  Yeh  requires  the  interpreter  to 
repeat.  T  coiKsider  myself  very  fortunate  in  my  medium  of 
conversation  with  this  great  Confucian. 

The  topic  upon  which  Yeh  talks  most  freely  is  his  auooeaB 
in  putting  down  the  rebellion  in  Quangtung.  He  insisis 
that  there  was  no  one  chief  of  these  rebek^  and  that  their 
only  objects  were  nqpe  and  robbery. 

He  says  that  the  persons  executed  by  his  order  were  over 
lOOyOOO,  and  he  relactantly  admits  that  he  was  unable  to 
extirpate  the  whole  class.  He  is  able  to  estimate  the 
numbers  he  sent  to  execution,  because  he  was  obliged  to 
make  periodical  reports  to  Pekin  of  the  progress  of  the 
work  of  extermination.  The  ordinary  rule  of  Chinese  law 
i%  that  no  criminal  can  be  put  to  death  without  the  special 
warrant  of  the  emperor ;  but  this  was  an  extraordinary  case. 
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Se  was  armed  witk  a  general  wanrant  to  destroy  rebel%  and 

be  reported  bis  proceedings  under  it.  He  declares  that  no 
individual  was  put  to  death  without  being  previously  ex- 
amined by  him.  The  coarse  was  this  : — They  were  tirst 
-examined  by  the  local  authorities,  then  they  were  tried 
before  the  judge,  then  they  went  before  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  lastly  they  were  brought  before  Yeh  himself. 
He  says  that  he  acquitted  a  small  proportion.  Notwith- 
standing my  repeated  questions,  he  would  not  commit  himself 
to  any  specific  proportion. — "  They  were  not  mauy^  for  thcsy 
were  generally  accused  upon  good  evidence." 

I  asked  whether  he  ever  q>ared  any  one  on  account  of 
youth,  or  because  she  was  a  woman,  or  by  reason  of  station 
or  good  character,  or  whether  it  was  a  mere  question  with 
him  of  innocence  or  guilt.  The  answer  was — never 
spared  the  guilty." 

I  asked  what  the  nature  of  the  evidenee  usually  was. 
We  had  our  spies  among  thm,  and  their  ndghbours 
informed." 

Was  not  this  liable  to  abuse,  and  might  not  such  testi- 
mony be  adduced  for  purposes  of  extortion  or  revenge  1  *'— 
**  Impossible.    They  would  have  been  afraid.    Had  I  found 

such  a  case,  I  should  have  punished  the  witness  and  his  wife 
and  children." 

"Would  you  have  put  the  wife  and  children  of  a  per- 
jured witness  to  death  1 " — "  No.** 

"  Did  you  ever  discover  sucli  cases  ?  " — Occasionally,  but 
very  seldom.  If  they  perjured  themselves  deeply,  1  cut 
their  heads  off,  and  inflicted  minor  penalties  on  their  families?." 

The  trout  ment  of  European  prisoners  was  a  topic  that 
required  to  be  approached  with  great  caution,  or  he  would 
grunt  or  grin,  and  retire  into  silence.  When  he  does  talk 
upon  this  matter,  he  insists  that  no  European  was  ever 
brought  before  him.  They  were  buried,  he  says,  in  the 
malefactors*  cemetery,  outside  the  eastern  gate,  and  marks 
were  placed  by  which  the  local  authorities  can  still  point  out 
the  graves.  I  have  sent  a  note  of  this  statement  to  Mr. 
Parkefl^  and  hope  it  may  lead  to  an  investigation  that  may 
dear  up  the  mystery  as  to  the  identity  of  these  persona^  and 
may  satisfy  us  as  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  story  of  the 
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poisonings.*  To  the  Utter  I  never  dared  allude.   It  vnmlA 

have  Leen  of  no  use.    Yell's  t&lent  fbr  adroit  lying  amotrnts^ 

iis  I  shall  hereafter  have  more  special  occasioD  to  note,  to 
high  genius.  It  is  only  upon  ludiiTerent  topics  tiiat  liis 
inlbrmation  is  in  the  slightest  degree  trustworthy. 

We  were  very  anxious  to  know  whether  Yeh  is  really  a 
fatalist,  but  he  fences  with  my  questions.  He  undoubtedly 
does  consult  his  Chinese  almanack  for  the  lucky  day  to  sliave 
his  head,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  from  him  whetber  be 
does  BO  attaching  any  belief  to  such  superstitions,  or  whether 
he  merely  follows  a  popular  custom.  If  he  believes  ia 
luck,"  he  certainly  has  the  sense  to  he  ashamed  of  it.  He 
is  also  evidently  aware  that  it  is  derogatory  to  the  dignitry 
of  a  high  literate  of  the  Han-lin-Yuan  to  lean  too  much  on 
aaperstitioTis  hooksy  even  ^ose  of  Taouism  or  Bhuddkna, 


tt*  * 

1! 

I  aaked  why,  if  the  philoeqphy  of  GonfaciaB  was  Buffident 
Ibr  all  purposes,  men  became  foUowers  of  Bhndda  also. 
^  There  is  one  great  nniTeraal  troth,  but  it  has  many 

truths  within  it.  The  Taoli  of  Confucius  is  at  one  with  the 
Taoli  of  Bluidda." 

**  But  Bhuddism  was  not  known  in  China  until  long  after 
the  time  of  Confucius  ?  " — "  The  Taoli  of  Bhudda  was  in 
China,  although  men  knew  not  the  form." 

**  Confucius  knew  nothing  of  the  religion  of  Bhudda  i  ' — 
**  The  men  of  those  days  knew  not  the  forms." 

If  the  Taoli  of  Bhudda  is  good  and  necessary,  why  is  it 
not  included  in  the  public  examinations  i In  ancient 
times  it  was  not  so." 

This  reply  is  with  Yeh  the  ending  of  all  controyeny.  I 
once  tried  to  drive  him  out  of  it  by  saying  that  the  custom 
he  epcke  of  was  only  of  the  age  of  the  Han  dynasty,  and 
that^  even  in  onr  eye%  was  comparatiTely  modem.  He 
became  very  BaSky,  and  would  not  continue  the  ccmveraatimt 

Mr.  Wade  has  found  a  great  many  divination  schemes 
among  the  papers  seized  at  the  time  of  Yeh*s  capture.  I 
asked  him  if  he  had  cast  any  horoscopes  with  a  view  to  fore- 
tell political  events.    He  said  "  No.**    I  then  told  him  it 

*  The  graves  have  been  identified,  but  the  corpses  bad  not  beendie- 
interred  when  I  last  heard  from  Canton. 


Digitizeo  by  LiOO^ie 


TBB*6  BOBMOOFSS.  409 

was  understood  that  papers  of  this  kind  were  among  his 
documents.  He  emphatically  denied  that  this  was  possible. 
I  said  it  was  unfortunate,  that  some  mistake  had  been  made, 
for  that  these  papers  had  been  translated  and  reported  to  the 
iBritish  authorities,  and  would  be  looked  upon  as  his.  He  said — 

"  I  was  always  busy  with  o^^ciai  duties;  how  could  I 
have  time  for  such  things?" 

"  Do  people  in  China  generally  believe  in  them  ?" — Some 
people  among  the  Chinese  believe  ia  such  tilings,  and  some 
do  not." 

"  What  is  your  excellency's  opinion  ?** — "  I  can't  tell  you. 
Sometimes  I  believe  in  item,  sometimes  I  do  not*  The 
£nglish  have  no  soeh  customs^  so  I  cannot  make  you  ooni" 

pireliend." 

On  the  contraiy,  we  have  sach  customs.  With  us  the 
learned  sometimes  have  recoorse  to  divination  as  an  amuse- 
ment; hnt  the  ignorant  and  illiterate  only  really  believe 
that  events  can  be  foretold  by  saoh  schemes.  Perhaps  that 
may  be  the  case  also  in  China  1*' — To  some  extent  that  is 
the  ease  in  China.*' 

As  I  iras  oonfident  as  to  the  &ct  of  the  horoscopes  having 
been  found,  I  returned  to  this  point.  He  grew  rather 
angry,  and  repeated  :— 

*'  My  hours  were  occupied  ^vith  official  business  ;  how  on 
earth  could  I  fmd  time  to  cast  horoscopes?  It  is  true  that 
fortune-tellers  have  been  sent  to  me  on  various  occasions:  such 
things  have  been,  but  they  never  influenced  public  affairs. " 

"  The  finding  of  these  horoscopes  has  led  some  persons  to 
the  opinion  that  they  influenced  you  to  neglect  the  defence 
of  Canton?" 

The  answer  very  emphatically  given  was  "  No." 
I  ventured  one  other  question,  for  I  felt  that  I  should 
never  get  him  on  the  topic  again.    The  answer  was,  Such 
things  were  never  considered  in  public  business." 

The  bishop  of  Yictoriay  after  his  visit  to  Yeb,  sent  off  a 
Chinese  Bible  and  some  tracts  wrapped  in  a  newspaper, 
begging  Captain  Brooker  to  present  them.  The  captain  did 
so.  Yeh  said  he  had  long  ago  read  the  Bible  >  it  was  a  good 
book^-all  books  of  that  kind  weregood — they  tend  to  purify 
the  heart,  as  do  the  Bhnddist  and  the  Taouist  booka  Ho 
begged  of  Captain  Brooker  to  put  the  parcel  by  for  him 
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vntal  Mm  ooniwaieat  ieMon.  Thk  iAmm  nmr  «mm^  ImI 
on  tlie  fiftk  day  of  oar  vojage  Mr.  Alabaster  reproduo^d  Hw 

package,  and  begged  to  have  his  opinion  upon  sonfe  of  the 
tracts.  Yeh  opened  one  of  them  with  an  evident  effort  of 
politeness,  but  soon  closed  it  with  a  slight  grimace.  He  had 
apparently  been  shocked  by  some  solecism  of  style.  Mr. 
Alabaster  proposed  to  put  the  Bible  and  tracts  among  some 
Bhaddist  books  which  Yeh's  father  had  sent  on  board  for 
him  ;  but  Yeh,  afiiecting  to  misunderstand  this  proposition, 
replied,  "  Yes,  I  think  it  will  be  convenient  that  you  replace 
them  in  the  captain's  drawer."  Mr.  Alabaster  continuing 
to  turn  them  over,  Yeh  got  up  from  his  chair  and  said,  "  If 
jou  will  not  put  them  np  in  the  packet  as  I  received  them, 
I  will  do  so  mjaeli"  There  was  no  more  to  be  done.  The 
books  were  retomed  to  their  e&vdope  and  ooxifflgned  to  the 
•ofalivioD  of  one  of  the  loolcen^  and  tke  mandarin  looked 
|deased  at  being  relieved  from  an  unpleaaaiit  ianpartmiat^* 

This  was  the  only  time  we  attempted  to  foree  tlM  tttieiH 
tkm  of  the  old  digaitaty  to  this  matter.  Upen  one  aUbmr 
oooanon  we  invited  him  towards  the  subjeot  by  tmkmg  Mm 
why,  sinoe  Bhnddism  was  iairodaeed  into  C^nna  m  tlm  Han 
4yaa8ty,  Christianity  alumld  not  be  introdaoed  in  tke  rnjpi 
of  the  sixth  emperor  of  the  Hantcbou  Tartar  dynaeljr, 

lilai  meiyu  chAko  yaugtsu  "  Hitherto  this  has  mi  been 
flo^X  It  is  the  same  answer  as  you  constantly  get  from 
Ohinameu  of  Hongkong  in  Canton  English — "  Before  time 
no  catchee." 

This  ly  tlie  answer  with  which  he  always  terminates  a 
•discussion,  when  he  find.s  it  taking  the  torm  of  an  argument. 
We  then  always  leave  him  undisturbed  to  his  own  occupa- 
tions. These  are  to  smoke  his  pipe,  to  choose  out  the  rotten 
oranges  from  his  large  store,  and  distribute  them  among  bis 
domestics,  carefully  re})laciiig  the  sound  fruit  ;  to  give  direc- 
tions about  his  dinner,  or  to  expostulate  with  the  captain  that 
if  he  and  his  oiHcers  will  not  eat  some  porticm  of  his  <^^hin^ 
oakes,  they  will  only  be  spoiled. 

He  never  reada^  and  he  very  seldom  inquires.  He  has 
eondescended  to  inquire  concerning  the  French,  whether 
they  are  not  a  nation  who  drink  a  good  deal  of  coffee  and 
make  a  great  deal  of  win^  and  he  seems  quite  satisfied  with 
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tliis  amount  of  information  concerning  the  most  polite  people 
of  the  world.  He  is  fond,  also,  of  exhibiting  his  stock  of 
quack  medicines  to  Mr.  Cotton,  the  ship  s  surgeon.  Report 
says,  although  we  have  been  unable  to  get  Yeh  to  tell  us 
this,  that  the  viceroy's  father  was  an  apothecary.  The  son 
mauifests  great  interest  in  European  surgery.  The  most 
liberal  admission  I  ever  heard  him  make  was  upon  this 
salgeetk  Mr.  Cotton  asked  him  whether  the  Chinese 
anigeons  study  anatomy.  He  answered  No ;  it  would  be 
imponible  to  do  ao  in  C^iiiia."  Mr.  CSotton  replied  that  in 
fonner  times  it  was  so  with  oar  people.  Their  objeetion  to 
4ine«tion  was  so  greafe  that  surgeons  were  obl^[ed  to  stody 
hf  sfcealth ;  Imt  now  people  were  so  alarmed  at  having  to  be 
atttended  by  surgeons  who  bad  not  studied  the  hnman  body, 
that  tbe  pxacliee  is  rendefed  km! 

feih  answered,  that  be  eonld  only  say  the  people  woald 
not  endure  such  a  thing  in  China. 

"  But  do  you  think  it  objectionable  1 " — **  My  individual 
opinion  is,  that  dissection  for  knowledge-sake  is  not  wrong.** 
He  has  asked  also  from  time  to  time  questions  about  the 
distances  from  point  to  point,  the  situation  of  Calcutta,  and 
the  distance  to  England.    He  remarked  also,  when  he  saw 
me  writing  with  a  gold  pen,  "  What  extravagance  !"  He 
generally,  howevei',  declines  all  argument,  and  believes  no 
explanation.    When  I  explained  that  we  use  gold  pens,  not 
because  that  metal  is  more  valuable,  but  because  it  is  more 
flexible,  and  therefore  better  adapted  to  the  purpose  than 
any  other  metal,  this  reply  only  elioited  an  miplessant 
laaii^y  whioh  in  its  different  modihcations  sounds  sometimes 
like  an  angry  sneer,  sometimes  like  an  exclamation  of 
Fudge !    or   Humbug !"  When  Mr.  Alabaster  told  him 
that  at  Calcutta  he  would  find  among  the  slate  captives  the 
last  of  the  ancient  emperors  of  India  and  a  king  of  a  great 
Indian  kingdom,  Teh  laughed  his  bitterest  and  most  in- 
credulous sneer.    Whmi  I  told  him  that  if  we  were  going 
to  England  instead  of  Galcuttay  his  voyage  would  extend  over 
45,000  lei,  and  that  at  every  spot  where  the  ship  cast  anchor 
he  would  find  a  British  goveriujr,  British  soldiers,  and  the 
British  ilag,  lie  unmistakably  laughed  "Fudge  !" 

We  asked  him  one  day  what  his  estimate  was  of  the 
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diflferenee  between  the  Eogliah  and  Ghineae  cbanuster  ;  he 

8aid    The  English  are  *  Ning-kan' — ready  and  able  to  do 

anything.  The  Chinese  must  have  teaching  ('  ying-kai  yu 
chiao')."  This  he  explained  to  mean  that  they  must  have 
precedent.  The  first,  he  said,  was  a  good  quality,  but  the 
latter  was  not  a  bad  one. 

He  once  manifested  some  desire  to  know  something  of 
the  history  of  British  India.     Whether  his  curiosity  was 
awakened  by  religious  or  political  reasons,  he  did  not  explain  ; 
but  Mr.  Alabaster  otfered  to  make  a  compact  with  him  to 
read  together  a  short  history  of  India,  if  Ych  would  agree  to 
lead  with  him  the  four  sacred  books  of  China.    Here  i»  a 
chance  which  all  the  sinologues  of  Europe  and  China  may 
envy  this  young  man.    I  doubt,  however,  whether  it  will  be 
much  to  oup  advantage  to  teach  Yeh  the  history  of  British 
India.   Suppose  we  tell  him  that  about  a  bundled  and  fifty 
yean  ago  ^e  bead  of  the  Mongol  race  ruled  over  tbe  great 
peninsula  of  Hindostan^  disturbed  in  bis  dominion  only  by 
occasional  rebellions  and  by  disobedient  satraps ;  that  some 
bumble  En^^iAi  merohants  bad  obtained  leave  to  build  a 
few  &ctories  on  tbe  seaboard,  and  a  few  French  troops  bad 
occupied  some  islands  on  the  coast  and  one  station  on  tbe 
mainland ;  that  the  English  had  at  this  time  no  idea  of  any 
territorial  conquest,  and  would  have  treated  any  such  sug- 
gestion as  the  most  absurd  of  calumnies  ;  that  just  110  years 
ago  the  French  opened  their  eyes  to  a  career  of  conquest, 
while  the  English  were  still  suing  for  privileges  as  humble 
traders ;  that  thirteen  years  later  saw  the  French  driven  out 
of  all  their  conquests  by  the  poor  traders,  who,  without  any 
ambition  on  their  part,  were  forced  into  a  path  of  conquest, 
w^inning  battles  in  self-defence,  overrunning  kingdoms  con- 
trary to  their  own  wishes,  forced  by  circumstances^  against 
which  they  vainly  struggled  and  ceaselessly  complained,  to 
supplant  the  Great  Mogul  and  become  the  suzerain  of  ail 
India.    This  quick  succession  of  strange  facts  might  suggest 
a  parallel  to  the  mind  of  Yeh.    He  might  even  be  so  pre- 
judiced as  to  imagine  some  ooincidenoe  l^tween  tbe  present 
position  of  tbe  English  and  Husanans  in  China,  and  that  of 
tbe  English  and  fVencb  in  early  days  in  India. 

Yeh,  however,  is  a  pxactiser  of  what  I  am  so  evil-minded 
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513  to  think  is  the  real  great  Taoli  of  China — "  Procrastina- 
tion is  the  soul  of  business."  He  puts  off  India  and  the 
^\ir  books  fsom  day  to  day,  and  Mr.  Alabaster  importunes 
in  Tain.  He  was  for  several  succeeding  days  engaged  in 
nloep  consideration  whether  be  sbould  allow  Mr.  Cotton  to 
^ut  off  a  wart  which  disfigures  his  very  well-shaped  hand. 

I  mentioned  to  him  the  fact  that  the  Shanghai  custom* 
house  pays  annually  two  and  a  balf  millions  of  taels  to  tbe 
imperial  treasuvy*   Careftil  not  to  commit  bimsel^  be  merely 
•observed,   It  is  good."   I  added  tbat  tbis  must  be  a  great 
benefit  to  tbe  emperor.   He  said  tbe  imperial  treasury 
was  not  wanting  in  money.   I  prodnoed  some  Fekin  OazeUeM, 
from  wbidi  it  appeared  tbat  tbe  emperor  was  of  a  different 
opinion.    He  grunted.   I  mentioned  that  tbe  imperial 
troops,  who  had  just  obtained  possession  of  Obekiang  Eoo, 
had  been  maintained  entirely  by  the  Shanghai  customs.  He 
had  not  heard  of  it ;  it  was  not  in  his  provinces.    I  drew 
an  inference  that  a  greater  facility  of  access  would  increase 
commerce  and  be  beneficial  to  the  imperial  treasuiy  and 
the  Chinese  people.    He  did  not  agree.    For  once  he  con- 
descended to  argue.    He  said  the  opening  of  the  four  ports 
had  increased  competition,  and  competition  disarranges  all 
things.    In  former  times,  he  said,  the  foreigners  imported 
good  watches,  but  since  competition  had  been  allowed  no 
more  good  watches  had  been  imported.    He  himself  had  a 
very  good  watch  before  the  ports  were  open.    He  lost  it, 
and  was  obliged  to  buy  another ;  it  was  always  out  of  repair. 
I  innocently  attempted  to  explain  that  it  depended  upon  tbe 
'Consumer  whether  competition  produced  cheapness  or  quality^ 
but  was  met  only  by  an  incredulous  grin. 

Sometimes  I  ventured  to  talk  about  the  opium  mattera^ 
but  there  is  very  little  to  be  got  by  leading  him  to  talk  upon  . 
affiurs  of  public  policy.  He  is  not  only  very  naturally  deter* 
mined  to  say  nothing  that  may  be  remembered  against  him, 
but  he  lies  with  an  oj^amb  and  oily  placidity  which  make  one's 
face  ham,  remembering  tbat  it  is  a  man  of  high  office  and 
great  learning  who  is  emitting  tbe  ridiculous  &l8ebood« 

We  must  ever  recollect,  in  dealing  with  tbe  Obinese,  tbat 
the  shibboleth  of  Western  chivalry — the  scorn  of  a  lie  as  a 
cowardly  and  dishonouring  thing — is  to  them  unknown. 
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Yeh  most  usually  expresses  his  disbelief  by  a  grunt  or  a 
grin,  but  he  hcos  no  hesitation  in  giving  you  the  lie  direct. 
Once  or  twice  he  did  this  in  a  veiy  coarse  way,  after  asking*  a 
question  about  some  matter  of  fact  occurring  on  deck.  The 
fin^^hmen  about  him,  with  every  feeling  for  his  position  as 
a  prisoner,  worn  not  inclined  to  endure  tfai^  and  he 
idki  that  it  was  oonsidered  bj  onr  nation  as  the  gravest 
dlaoourtesy  to  use  such  Ian<:^ua£]^e.  He  could  not  understand 
this.  "  I  don't  intend  to  offend  you,"  he  said,  "  but  you  say 
it  ia,  and  I  say  it  is  not ;  that  is  alL**  It  was  evident  ihtdb  he 
hiaoelf  cared  no  more  ibr  being  discovered  in  a  &l9eliood 
than  fat  being  beaten  at  a  game  of  chess. 

Thorn,  when  I  told  him  tiiat  proclamations  had  bem  issned 
levying  daties  wpm  opinmy  he  said^  **ThBkt  is  not  so."  I  pro- 
duced copies  of  the  ptodamatioii.  He  amply  remarked  that 
this  was  out  of  his  provinces,  and  he  had  never  heard  of  it ; 
he  believed  that  the  emperor  knew  nothing  about  ii.  I 
regretted  to  hear  that  high  Chinese  officials  put  forth  pro- 
clamations and  received  duties  without  the  sanction  of  the 
emperor.  He  said  that  this  was  impossible.  I  asked 
whether  these  duties  ever  reached  the  emperor  s  treasury,  or 
whether  they  were  embezzled  ?  He  said  that  embezzlement 
by  a  public  ofRcer  was  an  impossibility  in  China.  I  produced 
half  a  dozen  Fekin  Gazettes,  which  recounted  such  embezzle- 
ments and  referred  the  crime  to  the  proper  board.  He  and 
that  these  instances  were  not  witlun  his  viceroyalty.  I 
asked  how  it  happened  that  public  officers  receiving  almost 
nominal  salaries  made  large  fortimes.  He  said  that  no  man 
in  office  ever  did  make  a  large  fortnne.  I  read  to  Um  from 
Williams's  Middle  Kmgdim  the' emperor's  rescript  and  the 
estimate  of  the  wealth  of  Duke  Ho  (one  hundred  and 
five  miUiims  of  dollars).   He  said  this  was  before  his  time. 

He  iras  never  in  the  smallest  degree  disconcerted  by  being 
directly  oontradictod  by  a  public  docmnent^  and  I  venttmd 
upon  no  subject  upon  which  I  was  not  well  fortified  by  Pekm 
Gazettes.  It  is  true  he  never  disputed  the  authority  oi  a 
public  document.  That  would  have  been  to  damage  the 
official  infallibility.  It  was  a  curious  spectacle  to  see  this 
Chinese  mandarin,  versed  for  twenty-five  years  in  all  the 
iniquity  of  official  corruption^  enjoying  at  this  moment  its 


Digitized  by  Google 


YEH's  ASSEaTION  OF  OFFICIAL  PURITY.  415 

proceeds  in  the  shape  of  an  unliuiited  credit  upon  Howqua's 
house  for  any  moneys  he  may  think  fit  to  spend,  yet  gravely 
asserting  the  incorruptibility  of  all  Chinese  magistrates,  and 
even  reasoning  upon  this  most  notorious  falsehood  as  an 
axiom  so  thoroughly  true  that  no  fact  inconsistent  with  it 
could  be  true,  and  every  proposition  contradictory  t<j  it  must 
be  absurd.  To  talk  with  Yeh  upon  such  subjects  was  of  na 
possible  use  for  the  purpose  of  information,  although  it  was 
psychoiagically  inteiesting  to  see  a  great  Chinese  gentleman 
abifting  and  shuffling,  and  not  at  all  conscious  that  it  was 
disgraceful  to  abandon  as  a  discovered  falsehood  propoiitkms 
irbicb  be  bad  just  befoi'c  asserted  as  undoubted  truths. 

We  trayened  the  Bay  of  BengRl  iqpon  an  unruffled  aea, 
and  YA  waa-eomfcrtabie  in  bia  stomach,  and  during  oeici 
pcNrtion  of  eaob  day  ready  for  canveriation.  Oae  adbgeot 
upon  whioh  it  was  nevor  diffienlt  to  draw  bun  out  was  that 
of  his  own  care  or. 

He  tells  UB  that  be  is  fifty-two  years  old ;  tfastbeistbo 
son  of  a  public  officer  now  eighty  yean  old,  who  was  aeave- 
tary  of  the  Board  of  War  (of  which  Yeh  is  now  president)  for 
fourteen  years,  and  who  has  now  for  some  years  retired- 
He  recounted  the  different  high  offices  he  Las  bold.  Tho 
list  is  too  numerous  for  insertion,  but  it  includes  every  kind 
of  judicial  and  political  duty.  He  declares  that  he  owed  his 
first  appointment  as  prefect  entirely  to  his  success  in  the 
,  public  examinations.  This  gave  me  an  opportunity  of 
inquiring  into  the  nature  of  these  examinations,  about  wiiicb 
so  much  has  been  written  and  so  little  is  known, 

Yell  lias  taken  four  degrees  ;  he  has  ])a.ssed  seven  examina- 
tions. In  three  he  was  unsuccessful,  in  the  other  lour  he  was 
successfuL  In  the  last  his  distinction  was  so  great  that  ho 
was  named  the  second  wrangler  of  the  empires—he  was 
No.  2  on  the  list  of  all  the  candidates  who  passed  at  that- 
imperial  examination. 

He  says  that  the  first  examination  is  held  in  the  depart- 
mental oity,  and  consists  of  one  day*s  work  upon  eam^B  on 
the  troe  doctrine  of  the  four  ancient  books. 

The  second  examination  is  held  in  the  provincial  city,  mod 
lasts  three  di^'  The  first  day  is  appropriated  to  the  Ibnr 
aaored  books^  the  aaoond  to  the  fi?e  elmioB,  the  third  to  the 
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liisUny  of  CbiiuL  ThbisaU  thatem  isieqiiiredL  I  asked 
whether  the  histoij  of  Maatchouria»  or  Thibet^  or  Japan, 
mui  inoliided.  He  said,  No;  the  history  of  ChiiUL**  I  told 
him  we  had  heard  that  the  examinataon  comprised  practical 

matters,  such  as  the  science  necessary  to  restrain  rivei*s 
within  their  channels.  He  said,  "  We  aie  only  expected  to 
speak  Taoli — to  talk  true  doctrine." 

Nothing  about  natural  history,  or  trade,  or  the  foreign 
relations  of  China  1 " — "  We  are  only  expected  to  speak  TaolL 
The  only  thing  required  is  to  explain  right  priaciples^  whidi 
existed  at  the  beginning  of  all  things." 

The  examination  for  the  third  degree  is  held  at  Pekin : 
it  laatft  nine  days,  and  the  requirements  are  the  same  aa  £og 
the  second  degree^  only  the  proficiency  must  be  gieater. 

The  fourth  examinatioii  is  held  at  Pekin,  and  generally 
in  the  palace  before  the  emperor  himself,  assisted  by  the 
members  of  the  college  of  the  Foioest  of  Pencils  (HaiL^ift- 
Yuan).  This  examination  also  co!nlinu€8£>r  nine  days.  It 
emImoeB  all  the  ancient  booka, — meaning  thereby  on|y  the 


■ 

ezdoded, — and  also  correct  writing  and  official  style. 

It  was  probably  proficiency  inoffidal-paper  writing  which 
gained  Yeh  hk  high  degree.   He  practised  this  talent  with 

great  effect  upon  Parkes  and  Bowring,  bat  was  not  in  a 

happy  vein  when  he  wrote  his  replies  to  ALr.  Heed  and  Lord 
JElgin  and  Baron  Gros. 

I  asked,  Your  excellency  was  judge  of  Yunnan  for  four 
years.  Did  you  pass  any  examination  in  the  Ta  Tsing  Loo 
Lee  (the  Chinese  code)  before  you  took  upon  you  that  office?" 
— ^*  No  ;  I  told  yoa  before  we  are  only  expected  to  apeak 

a:aoii." 

"  Then  did  your  exceliency  never  study  Chinese  law  1 

Never." 

"  Did  you  never  read  the  Chinese  code  1 " — **  Na" 
"  Did  not  your  want  of  reading  in  Chinese  law  make  your 
judicial  duties  onerous  9" — No." 

Perhaps  you  were  assisted  by  good  secretariesr*—*' Some- 
times I  was ;  sometimes  not." 

*'l8  there  any  cbuw  inChina  who  know  the  code?" — These 
who  fail  in  our  hij^er  examinations  often  apply  thonselvsa 
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to  study  law  and  other  matters.  Tliey  sometimes  become 
our  secretaries." 

"  Is  it  a  proper  question  to  ask  your  excellency  how  much 
you  paid  your  secretaries  ] " — "  Usually  a  hundred  taels  a 
month  {33Ly 

"  And  what  did  they  make  by  perquisites  f ' — "300  or  400 
taels  more."  He  afterwards  withdrew  this  reply,  and  sub- 
stituted "  30  or  40  "  i  but  this  was  an  after-thought  The 
first  was  the  true  estimate. 

"  Your  excellency  will  excuse  my  importunity,  for  we  are 
talking  upon  matters  foreign  to  our  Western  ideas.  May  I 
believe  that  a  man  who  understands  the  four  books  and  the 
five  classics  is  thereby,  and  without  any  other  study,  fitted 
forevery  public  office  in  China)''— ''From  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  Chinese  empire,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  depend 
entirelj  on  the  four  books.** 

^  Do  you  never,  upon  becoming  an  officer,  read  up  the 
duties  of  the  office  1** — ^"The  high  officers  often  use  secretaries 
to  look  up  such  matters.** 

I  took  up  a  Mantchou  book. 

"Can  your  excellency  .s[)eak  or  read  Mantchou  1** — "Ko." 

«  Nor  the  Cantonese  dialect  ]  No." 

"You  speak  your  own  native  dialect  of  Hiipeli  I  ' — "  No.  I 
was  educated  at  Pckin,  as  my  ancestors  were,  and  I  speak 
only  the  language  of  Pekin." 

It -would  be  im])ertinent  in  me  to  point  the  moral  of  this 
conversation.  It  tells  more  of  the  inner  workings  of  the 
Chinese  system  than  all  that  has  hitherto  been  written  on 
the  subject. 

The  question  remains,  what  is  this  "  Taoli "  which  is  the 
Bole  knowledge  of  the  governing  classes  of  China  ?  I  do  not 
ask  what  is  the  exact  English  word  which  will  convey  the 
meaning  ci  the  compound  Chinese  word.  It  is  of  small 
importance  to  humble  practical  inquirers  whether  we  are  to 
truislateit  'Hrue  doctrine,"  ^ truth,"  or  "reason,'*  or  the 
^ ultimate  principle^**  or  "the  way  of  the  universe,**  or  "  the 
role  of  right.**  All  this  has  been  suffidentlj  fought  out  by 
dreamy  sophists  and  scholiast  pedants.  My  inquiry  is  whe- 
ther this  word  "  Taoli "  is  a  term  comprehending  a  cycle 
ef  knowledge  which  will  tend  to  make  the  student  an 

2  B 


418 


OHUIA* 


honmt  man,  an  inteUigent  offieer,  and  an  «ffieiont  magia- 
trate. 

I  look  in  vain  to  all  the  Earopean  booka  on  Chinese  phi- 
loaopliy  for  an  anawer  to  this  qaeatioa.  **  Abaolate  truth,** 
or  the  ultimate  principle,"  conveys  no  tangible  idea  to  the 
European  mind.    If  we  attempt  to  read  the  four  booka  by 

the  light  of  mere  common  sense,  we  utterly  fail  to  deduce 
any  system  of  philosophy,  or  even  of  ethics,  from  them.  I  l)ave 
toiled  thruugli  the  Latin  translation  of"  Y  king"  and  find  it 
as  unintelligible  to  me  as  a  sheet  of  algebraic  signs  would  be 
to  a  man  who  has  not  learnt  their  meaning.  I  have  no  doubt, 
however,  that  it  is  quite  capable  of  explanation  ;  and  I  suspect 
that,  under  the  tuition  of  a  learned  Chinese  doctor,  these  to 
me  nonsensical  apophthegins  about  "  the  dragon "  would 
resolv^e  tliemselves  into  some  fine-spun  speculative  system  of 
cosmogony,  producing  itself  in  some  fanciful  moral  philo-  | 
sophy,  some  subtle  web  of  objective  truths,  hung  upon  aome  I 
ridiculous  aesthetic  conceits.  I  believe  that,  atolid,  gainaeek^ 
ing,  and  matter-of-fact  as  they  appear  to  oa^  there  an 
aKrdrjtTiQ  in  the  mind  of  a  Chinaman,  that  it  is  more  generally 
diffused  than  we  imagine,  and  that  it  contributes  greatly  to 
the  marvellous  conceit  of  the  national  character.    I  betieve 
there  is  in  this  people  a  habit  of  dreamy  oogitatkm  npon  a 
self-generating  system,  and  npon  abstract  truths^  dedncible 
from  what  they  assume  to  be  the  laws  of  the  universe,  and 
that  they  consider  this  the  highest  ooeupation  of  the  mind 
of  man.    They  imagine  that  tbey  alone  have  this  faculty, 
and  that  the  barbarians,  who  are  without  it,  are  scarcely 
thinking  creatures.  "We  see  this  cropping  out  at  every  foot- 
step in  their  towns.    Go  into  a  shoeiiuiker's  shop,  and  you 
find  his  walls  adorned  with  mysterious  characters — veiy  large 
golden  characters  at  top,  and  scrolls  of  smaller  writing  pen- 
dent below.  You  ex})cct  that  this  large  character  means  the 
man's  name,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  sign  of  his  shop  ;  but  the 
Chinese  scholar  at  your  side  informs  you  tliat  it  means, 
"May  the  pencil  and  the  ink  flow  fragrantly."  You  continue  I 
to  imagine  that  the  smaller  characters  mean,  "  Boots  and 
shoes  mended  on  the  shortest  notice."  No  ;  they  mean,  "Ten 
thousand  unities  to  all  eternity."    These  things  are  nearly 
universal  in  China.    The  e^uunplea  I  have  just  cited  I  take 
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from  twenty  which  I  noted  at  Singapore.  I  belieye  that 
every  Chinaman  above  the  condition  of  a  coolie  talks  Taoli, 
or  atfects  to  talk  Taoli,  in  hia  little  way — not  with  that 
application  of  an  affectation  of  learning  to  his  trade  which 
would  iuduoe  an  English  shoemaker  to  register  his  "podoao* 
kyan  "  pitmps^  but  from  real  reverence  for  TaoU. 

This  preface  is  not  to  introduce  any  theory  of  my  own 
Tipon  the  subject  of  Taoli — although,  of  course  I  have  one— 
bnt  only  to  explain  the  importance  of  getting  Yeh  to  talk 
upon  the  subject 

^  What  does  your  excellency  mean  by  Taoli  1 — What  you 
ought  to  do  is  Taoli ;  what  you  ought  not  to  do  is  not  Taoli 

^  Has  Taoli  no  more  extended  meaning  % — ^Taoli  has  the 
moat  comprehensiTe  meaning — ^it  comprehends  OTerything. 

^  DocH  Taoli  teach  of  a  Creator  9  —  There  are  many 
Taoli  There  is  heaven*s  Taoli,  and  earth's  Taoli^  and  mau'a 
Taoli. 

"Are  these  Taoli  distinct? — No;  they  are  all  parts  of 
one  Taoli. 

"Can  you  explain  to  me  what  you  mean  by  Heaven's 
Taoli  1 — If  the  sun  sliiries  out  it  becomes  hot. 

"It  has  relation  only  to  the  material  heaven? — *Tien' 
means  properly  only  the  material  heaven,  but  it  also  means 
*  Shangti '  (Upper  Spirit)  ;  for,  as  it  is  not  lawful  to  use  his 
name  lightly,  we  name  him  by  his  residence,  which  is  in  Tien. 

"  One  of  our  Christian  sects  uses  the  word  '  Tien-chu.* 
Is  that  a  Chinese  word  \ — ^It  is  not  a  word  known  to  the 
Chinese  language. 

"  Your  excellency  used  the  word  '  Shangti.'  What  does 
that  word  mean  1  Our  people  dispute  about  it. — Shangti 
is  a  Shun,  but  Shun  is  not  necessarily  Shangti,  for  the  Shun 
are  very  many. 

^  Have  Shangti  and  Tadi  any  connection  \ — ^When  you 
discourse  about  Shangti  you  discourse  about  Tsoji  Shangti 
and  Taoli  are  one  and  the  same  thing, 

"Is  Taoli  a  corporeal  being? — In  things  that  are  done 
by  it^  it  is  a  thing  having  body  ;  but  when  you  discourse  of 
it^  it  is  a  thing  haying  no  body ;  it  is  a  principle* 

**  Has  that  body  any  visible  form  1 — No  ;  it  has  no  form. 
Different  people  have  notions  that  it  has  different  forms. 
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And  do  those  people  worship  those  forma  I — Yea, 
"  Has  Shangti  any  visible  form  1 — Sbangti  is  produced  hj 

the  Yin  and  Yang,  the  Tai-chi — the  male  and  female  prm- 

etpku  It  has  no  vudble  form.  It  has  never  been  lepresMited 

under  any  form. 

Were  there  men  in  ezintenoe  before  this  prodactioa  o£ 

the  Kiangti  1— There  were  men. 

^la  there  anthority  for  this! — That  is  what  everybody 

says  from  andent  time  ;  it  is  said  so  in  the  books. 

"  Is  Shangti  Confucian  1 — It  is  hinted  at  by  GoDfaciufl^ 

but  not  explained.    Shaiigii  is  a  Taoiiiist  TaolL 
"  Which  is  superior,  Tai-chi  or  Shangti  ] — Tai-cliL 
"So  that  the  Upper  Spirit,  or  ruler,  is  only  a  created 

being,  emanating  from  the  ultimate  laws  of  nature  ? — Yes. 
**  What  produced  Tai-chi  ] — It  came  of  itselL"  (Tau-jan- 

rhjan.) 

I  deduce  from  this  that  the  Roman  Catholics  have  chosen 
the  best  word  for  God.  They  have  made  a  new  word, 
whereas  our  Protestant  missionaries  have  adopted  a  word 
known  to  the  Chinese  as  the  name  of  a  created  being.  | 

I  asked,  Has  Tai-chi  any  form  1 — Its  form  is  a  eirde  | 
divided  into  two  parte,  male  and  female. 

Has  any  one  seen  Tai«ohi  1 — Js^o.  ! 

"  Howy  then,  do  you  know  that  it  is  of  that  form  9 — Men 
have  agreed  to  represent  it  by  that  form.** 

The  Gonfttoian  philosophy,  therefore,  recognises  only  nature 
self-prodaced,  active^  but  wiU-less  and  unintelligent.  The 
disciples  of  Confucius  tolerate  the  idea  of  the  existence  of 
ruling  spirits  bom  of  tie  operations  of  nature— -the  creatures, 
and  not  the  creators,  of  the  universe.  In  this  way  they  are  ' 
able  to  engraft  Taouism  and  Buddhism  upon  Coufucianism.* 

When  Yell  turns  to  the  east,  and  remains  in  contempla-  ' 
tion,  he  is  adoring  nature,  and  not  the  spiritual  Creator  of  , 
nature.    lie  is  contemplating  nature  in  her  best  aspect. 

I  was  anxious  to  learn  something  of  the  practical  working 
of  this  system  of  }>hilosophy. 

If  a  man  who  has  learnt  to  talk  Taoli,  does  not  do  Taoli, 

*  I  am  told  that  when  the  Gennans  resd  this  coaTeraation  ia  the 
column.)  uf  tlie  Times,  they  ezolahiied  withsstonishmen^  «*TbMeGbm«N 
are  nearljr  ag  &r  advanead  as  we  aie! " 
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does  any  pnniBihme&t  arise  to  bim  I— Such  a  man  would  be 
Tery  bad* 

Would  Sbangti  punisb  biml^Tbe  tbings  of  beayeo, 
how  can  we  tell  f 

^Boes  yoor  excellency  recollect  a  saying  of  ConfociQfl^ 
*  Tbat  wbicb  you  would  not  tbat  another  should  do  to  you, 
that  do  not  to  him  f — ^It  is  Confucian  Taoli.  I  forget  the 
exact  expression  in  tbe  fonr  books. 

"  In  our  Western  Taoli  we  have  a  more  extended  Taoli, 
which  commauds  a  duty  as  well  as  forbids  an  offence.  It 
runs,  *  Do  unto  others  everything  that  you  would  wish 
others  to  do  to  you.*  Is  there  anything  equivalent  to  this 
in  your  four  books  ? — Such  is  not  said  in  the  four  books  1 
Is  not  benevolence  spoken  of  in  the  four  books  ? — Yes. 

"  What  is  benevolence  1 — If  you  desire  men  to  love  you, 
you  must  love  them.  If  you  do  not  wish  men  to  bate  you, 
you  must  not  hate  them. 

"  Would  not  the  saying  of  Confucius  befoi*e  referred  to 
forbid  punisbment  to  criminals  9— Tbe  Taoli  does  not  mean 
tbat. 

"  Or  revenging  an  injury  t — ^Tbat  would  depend  on  tbe 

man. 

"  Would  it  not  be  wrong  t — ^Yes. 
Does  not  this  Taoli  give  an  advantage  to  bad  people 
wbo  commit  injuries  % — The  knowledge  of  Taoli  is  neverthe- 
less tbe  better. 

**  Wby  % — Tbe  object  of  our  wishes  is  to  oome  to  a  know- 
ledge of  TaolL 

^  Are  murder,  robbery,  and  adultery  forbidden  in  the  four 
books  t— Not  directly ;  but  it  results  from  the  Tsoli 

If  these  doctriues  are  influential  in  Cbina,  bow  does  it 
become  necessary  to  punish  so  many  ? — The  good  are  in  the 
majority  ;  it  is  impossible  for  all  to  be  good. 

**  You  have  spoken  of  benevolence  as  a  part  of  Taoli ;  is 
the  benevolence  you  speak  of  merely  a  condition  of  the 
mind,  or  is  it  a  coui*se  of  action  dictated  from  within?— 
Benevolence  is  Taoli — Taoli  is  benevolence." 

He  was  evidently  getting  tired  of  a  lecture  which  had  in- 
terested him  at  its  commencement.  It  was  necessary  to 
drop  the  subject.    We  made  many  subsequent  attempts  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


423 


CHINA. 


talk  with  bim  on  the  same  subject,  but  be  bad  evidently 
reconsidered  the  matter,  and  had  made  up  his  mind  t» 
give  us  no  further  information. 

On  a  daj  sabseqnent  to  our  last  conversation  we  referred 
to  a  previous  conversation  which  had  heen  interrupted,  and 
said, — 

^  Your  excellenqr  ssid  the  other  day  that  it  waa  not  fay 
your  will  that  the  English  were  excluded  from  Canton  city. 

—It  was  tbe  will  of  tbe  emperor  and  tbe  people. 

"Who  are  tbe  people? — The  hundred  surnames. 

**  Not  only  tbe  gentry  1 — Tbe  feeling  was  not  only  that  of 
tbe  inhabitants  of  tbe  city,  but  of  tbe  villages  all  round 
about. 

"  Wbat  was  that  feeling  based  uponi — That  you  must  ask 
tbe  people,  you  must  not  ask  me. 

"  There  is  no  demonstration  of  sucb  a  feeling  now  1 — I 
know  Tiothing  about  that. 

"When  Captain  Pym,  the  captain  of  tbe  police,  goes 
about  the  city,  tbe  people  come  to  bim  and  say,  *  We  are 
glad  to  see  you  here,  yon  preserve  our  property,*  — No 
answer. 

"  Does  your  excellency  understand  the  two  systems  of 
collecting  duties  as  in  exercise  at  Canton  and  Shanghai,  and 
would  you  think  fit  to  give  an  opinion  upon  them.— I  do 
not  know." 

He  returned  of  his  own  accord  to  the  Canton  tqnci 

It  was  not  my  city ;  how  could  I  let  yon  in  ? 
^  But  the  treaty  was  express  1 — do  not  reDiemher.** 
I  only  cite  this  conversation  to  note  that,  although  Teh 
is  willing,  and  indeed  anxious,  to  have  it  reported  that  he 
adheres  to  the  transparent  fables  he  put  forth  in  his  state 
papers,  yet  he  will  enter  into  no  discussion  upon  them. 
He  afterwards  added  of  bis  own  accord  : — 
I  did  make  prepai-ations.*    A  man  would  have  no  aonsG 

*  In  the  Pekin  OazetU  of  July  26,  we  find  a  note  from  Yeb  to  thd 
emperor,  staling',  "in  continuation  of  previous  reports"  (not  contained 
in  the  GazeUa^),  that  he  has  attended  to  the  barbarian  business,  and 
collected  soldiers  from  all  quarters,  summoned  the  marines,  put  the 
fleet  in  order,  and  got  ready  an  immense  amount  of  military  mtUirui^ 
He  previoudy  informed  the  emperor  that  800,000  laela  had  been  aenl 
Jn  from  the  Canton  euBtom-hoQae  to  defragr  the  military  ezpenHi^  and 
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who  did  not.  It  was  not  that  my  preparations  were  insuf- 
ficient^ nor  that  ray  soldiers  were  cowardly,  nor  that  the 
officers  were  inefficient,  bat  only  because  your  guns  axe  so 
tremendous  (li-hai)." 

One  night  Captain  Brooker  beat  to  night-quarters,  and 
"we  went  down  to  forewarn  Yeh,  lest  he  should  suffer  by 
being  startled  from  sleep  by  the  sound  of  heavy  guns.  He 
and  his  servant  were  already  op  and  inquiring.  They  had 
heard  the  sadden  bustle  upon  deek*  Having  been  told  that 
ihe  men  were  going  to  exereise  with  the  great  guns,  he 
quietly  turned  in  agsin.  He  actually  aiXected  to  be  &st 
Mieep  while  the  661b.  pivot-gun  was  leasing  away  just  over 
his  head,  and  the  broadsides  were  shaking  the  ship  (rom 
stem  to  stern.  He  had  the  impudence  to  declare  next 
morning  that  he  had  slept  quite  through  the  firing. 

One  day,  afler  he  had  been  sitting  faiuiing  himself  for 
seven  hours  without  saying  a  word,  or  even  smoking  a  pipe, 
I  asked  him  whether  it  did  not  disconcert  hira  to  see  every 
one  else  around  him  engaged  iu  some  occupation.  He  said, 
"  It  did  not  surprise  liim.  He  knew  that  the  English  were 
always  busy  ;  but  such  was  not  the  Chinese  custom." 

I  asked  him  why  he  did  not  smoke.  He  said^  **  The  hot 
principle  is  in  the  ascendant." 

There  is  in  the  day  of  these  blue  tropical  seas  one  hour  of 
beauty,  when  the  plain  of  waters  is  just  heaving  to  the  light 

snlNtoiiaBtly  bid  given  notice  of  288,292  iaels  and  2  maoe  from  the 
Chaii'Kiaii  salt  revenues  for  the  same  purpose;  to  all  of  which  the 
imperial  reply  has  been  received^  "  We  agree  to  it."  Yeh  now  adds 
that,  as  the  barbarian  matters  are  not  yet  settled,  the  current  expenses 
W'H  still  be  very  heavy.  Should  tlie  present  HUf)plie3  be  inadequate,  it 
will  be  necessary,  froia  the  grave  importance  of  the  afiair,  to  make  all 
posrible  preparation  (to  meet  the  emergeocy).  "  I  have  already,"  he 
says,  ''oeaenlted  wiUi  the  different  officers,  who  all  acknowledge  that 
they  have  largely  shared  ia  the  imperial  favour,  and  that  in  these  times 
of  extreme  difficulty  they  ought  to  exert  their  utmost  strength  in 
expression  of  their  gratitude,  without  daring  to  look  for  aught  in  return 
(in  the  way  of  future  honour  and  emolument).  Accordingly,  we  have 
QDitediy  contributed  46,000  taels  for  the  above  purpose,  which  sum  has 
beeo  deposited  in  the  geoeml  military  offiooi  that  it  may  be  at  hand 
when  required  for  the  barbarian  business.  Of  this  matter  it  behoves 
me  duly  to  inform  you,  and  all  the  particulars  of  each  subscription  will 
be  found  in  a  separate  note.**  His  majesty  having  examined  the  papery 
ieplie%  "  It  is  on  record." 
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head  breeze,  and  the  only  viftible  object  is  the  red,  round 
son,  falling  down  the  weatem  hearens  so  rapidly  that  it 
aeems  at  kat  •to  drop,  and  quench  in  the  reddened  waters. 
Oar  captain  chooses  this  cool  healthy  moment  to  put  the 
men  through  their  exercise;  and  Yeh,  full  of  dinner, 
waddles  npon  deck  and  site  in  a  big  bamboo  chair,  with  his 
two  attendants  behind  them.  What  a  wild  tormoil  of  well- 
legulatod  cmfusion  immediaielj  takes  plaee  on  board  the 
/ff/ImNe  /  Mr.  BeaTan,  the  first  Ueatenant,  is  dictating  an 
interminable  series  of  muusnyres,  move  rapidly,  I  b^iev«^ 
than  man  oyer  before  talked;  three  hundred  men  are  in 
perpetual  motion,  moving  in  erery  di£Eerent  direction,  bat 
with  purpose  in  thmr  heads  and  speed  in-  their  hands  and 
feet.  In  a  few  seconds  the  naked  ship  is  clad  in  canyas. 
Another  order,  and,  before  the  expanded  sails  can  feel  the 
gently  opposing  ze})hyr,  she  is  again  naked  to  her  spars. 
Then  a  whistle,  and  a  hoarse  boatswain's  call,  and  the  bees 
swarm  again.  In  a  moment  every  gun  is  manned.  Every 
man  in  that  straining  crowd  seems  to  have  a  special  work 
to  do,  knows  it,  and  does  it.  Handspikes  are  worked  with 
a  will,  the  bluejackets  bending  to  the  labour  as  though  a 
real  enemy  were  at  our  yard  arm.  The  broadside  guns  are 
run  in  and  out  like  children's  gocarts,  and  the  huge  jnvot- 
guns  are  spun  round  as  though  they  were  dummies  of  cork 
instead  of  mountains  of  cast  iron.  Bat  the  captain's  sharp 
eye  is  not  always  satisfied,  and  ever  and  anon  comes  a  voice 
from  the  paddle-box,  awarding  extra  drill  to  No.  2  or  No.  5 
of  some  d^ignated  gun  for  not  heing  smart  enoagk  or  for 
being  in  his  wrong  place. 

What  is  Yeh  doing  all  this  time  ?  Is  he  marking  this 
orderly  energy,  this  discipline,  this  zeal  of  art,  this  heartiness 
of  work,  this  scene  of  a  maltitode  in  motion  with  cme 
object^  and  is  he  pondering  over  the  lesson  1  Not  at  ail. 
Two  middies,  hidden  by  the  awning  from  the  eye  of  the 
captain,  are  skylarking  together,  and  the  bigger  one  has  just 
forced  his  smaller  comrade,  breech  foremost,  into  the  tub  of 
the  lo^-reei  Yeh  is  slyly  watching  those  scapegraces 
through  the  oomer  of  his  thin  eyes,  and  when  the  young 
gentleman  goes  souse  into  the  full  tub,  he  chuckles,  but 
immediately  turns  away  his  head,  to  hide  tlie  undiguiiied 
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enjoyment.  Then  in  a  moment  it  is  night.  Twenty  minutes 
after  the  sun  is  down,  nothing  can  be  seen  but  the  tall  wind- 
Bftila  glandng  to  and  fro  like  ghosts  in  the  gloaming.  Yeh 
has  gone  down  to  drink  tea  and  sleep  ;  remembeiuig,  as  I 
believe,  nothing  of  what  he  saw  on  deck,  except  only  the 
whimsical  fa/oe  of  the  smaU  boy  who  was  forced  back- 
wards into  the  tob  of  water. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  our  voyage  frocn  l^gapore  we 
sighted  tiie  two  [)ilot  brigs  which  lie  out  of  sight  of  lanc^ 
but  gave  notice  of  our  approach  to  the  Sandheads.  Then, 
having  taken  a  pilot  en  board  and  pursued  onr  coaxse  for 
.  some  hours,  a  distant  streak  of  red  sandy  coast-line  (such  as 
we  may  see  on  some  of  our  own  eastern  coasts,  but  still 
more  like  tlie  first  glimpse  of  Egypt  from  the  Mediterranean) 
vouched  the  land  of  Ind.  Yeh  was  told  this — and  he  went 
to  bed. 

Next  morning  we  steamed  up  the  muddy  Hooghly,  with 
its  low  green  banks  like  Essex,  or  like  the  shores  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Rhine — if  those  lands  would  only  2:row  a  few 
j»alm-trees  among  tlieir  other  foliage.  I  tried  to  interest 
Yeh  in  the  customs  of  the  Hindoos,  and  he  listened  so  far 
aa  to  remark  that  the  drowning  of  aged  parents  in  this 
river  was  "  a  strange  Taoli."  He  had  heard  of  the  Ganges^ 
and  thought  it  might  be  true  that  in  the  Han  dynasty 
water  might  have  been  brought  from  this  river  for  the 
coronation  of  the  Chinese  emperors ;  but,  **  in  learning  the 
history  of  China»  he  had  not  att^sded  to  such  trivial 
matters."  I  answered,  ''We  Westerns  have  a  proverb  that 
whatever  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  thoroughly.'*  He 
thought  for  a  moment,  and  said,  That  is  not  a  Chinese 
TaolL**  He  had  never  heard  that  the  Ganges  was  a  sacred 
river.  I  talked  to  him  about  it  with  the  hope  of  inducing 
him  to  go  upon  deck  and  look  at  it.  He  jsat  and  fanned 
himselt  in  the  cabin,  immovable. 

Some  of  us  were  not  sorry  that  he  would  not  come  on 
deck.  The  distant  approach  to  the  City  of  Palaces  is  not 
prepossessing.  The  river  contracts  almost  to  the  dimensions 
of  our  'i'hames  at  Mortlake.  Though  the  palms  are  still 
beautiful,  the  flat  landscape  wants  relief;  occasionally  a 
greats  square,  brick-built,  wiudow-pieroed  fiewitory  —  own 
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brother  to  a  doBSn  I  conld  pick  out  in  Derby— ^-l^ypean 
horrid  in  the  &un  glare.  A  factory  is  not  a  pictoreeqvie 
object  even  in  the  glens  of  Gloesop — it  alwajs  suggests  hard 
work  and  dose  breathing;  and  here,  in  scorching  Indi% 
that  idea  must  be  abhorrent  even  to  the  Chinese  unities 
The  bnngalows  oome  in  sight  higher  up,  bat  the  staina 
of  mildew  upon  their  white  plaster  pillars  hint  of  dis- 
repair. That  dead  Hindoo  floating  past  with  four  carrion 
birds  perched  upon  him,  driving  their  heavy  beaks  into  the 
corruption,  does  not  suggest  absolute  security  and  good 
order.  Yeh  would  think  of  the  Canton  river  heavy  with 
dead  bodies  after  one  of  his  great  battues  up  above. 

Yeh,  however,  sees  none  of  these  things  ;  everybody,  even 
the  steward,  seems  to  think  it  a  shame  that  a  man  should 
miss  the  first  sight  of  India,  and  little  sti-atai^ems  are  tried 
to  make  him  look.  Once  an  exclamation  made  liim  turn  bis 
eyes  upon  a  bungalow  that  was  visible  through  a  little  port- 
hole opposite  to  him.  Mr.  Alabaster  asked  him  what  he 
thought  ci  it.  He  was  not  thinking  about  it  at  all.*^ 
There  he  sat ;  not  now  like  a  statue  of  Buddha^  but  a  flabby 
mass  of  greasj,  discoloured  nightshirt 

At  last^  he  was  left  quite  alone^  and-— O  victoiy  1— ^me  of 
the  shipboys  comes  up  and  tells  us  that  ^  the  governor  has 
elimbed  up  and  is  peering  through  the  stem  ports.  Let  bim 
peep  in  peaoa  If  he  were  not  a  great  lump  of  mean  artifice^ 
he  would  oome  on  deck  Uke  a  man,  and  admire  the  glories 
of  this  great  city.  He  might  learn  something  by  looking  at 
Garden  Reach,  so  crowded  ^th  great  ships  that  such  vessels 
of  war  as  the  Shannon^  the  Pearl,  and  the  Roebuck  have  to 
be  sought  for.  lie  would  sec  a  sight  quite  new  to  Chinese 
eyes  in  that  great  park  which  comes  down  to  the  river  quay, 
a  park  larger  than  our  Hyde  Park,  and  intersected  with 
rides  and  drives  broad  as  Rotten  Row  ;  with  monuments  to 
Ochterlonies  and  Prinseps  and  Bentincks,  and  other  names 
honoured  in  the  East ;  and  with  its  three  sides  of  forts  and 
palaces. 

In  Fort  William,  which  occupies  the  hither  side  that 
strikes  the  river,  so  trim  in  its  green  embrasures,  so  white  in 
its  lines  of  barracks,  so  formidable  with  its  heavy  guns  and 
»gzag  ditches,  he  might  note  the  difference  between  a  bar* 
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baviaiL  and  a  Chinese  fortification.  The  distant  dome  of 
€h>vemmeDt  House  only  suggests  the  magnitude  of  the  palace 
that  occupies  the  opposite  boundary  of  the  park ;  but  some- 
bod/  would  have  told  him  that  the  &r  away  and  long  drawn 
line  of  great  and  lofbj  edifices,  all  columns  and  green  yeran- 
dahsy  parallel  to  the  riyer,  are  the  private  residences  of 
merchants  and  dyil  servants,  and  that  these  last  have  earned 
for  Calcutta  the  name  of  the  City  of  Palacea  Yeh,  bow- 
ever,  thinks  it  more  to  his  dignity  to  peep  stealtliiljr  out  of 
the  stern  poi*ts,  hoping  that  he  has  cozened  his  ca])tors  into 
the  belief  that  he  has  no  sentiment  but  that  of  sublime 
indifference  both  to  them  and  to  their  creations. 

So  soon  as  the  Injlexlhle  dro|)ped  her  anchor,  Major 
Herbert,  to  whose  care  Yeh  had  been  assigned,  came  on 
board  with  a  retinue  of  red-vested  Hindous, — a  glare  of 
scarlet  which  much  impressed  the  vulgar  Chinamen.  The 
old  mandarin,  however,  was  not  to  be  caught.  He  received 
the  major  in  his  greasy  coat,  went  on  with  his  dinner,  replied 
to  his  many  bows  with  a  carefully  modulated  curtsy,  and 
decided  that  it  would  take  three  days  to  make  his  prepaisr 
tions  for  disembarking. 

This  morning  at  daybreak  Yeh  landed.  He  is  located  for 
the  present  in  Fort  William,  but  a  convenient  house  is  being 
fomished  for  him  some  little  way  out  of  the  city.  Before  he 
went  he  presented  Gaptain  Brookerwith  a  written  certificate 
of  his  presence  and  good  treatment  on  hoard  the  Infleadble, 
This  was  done  in  a  grave  official  manner,  and  Yeh,  no  doubt^ 
thinks  it  a  most  valuable  document.  He  is  now  in  the  best 
place  in  tbe  whole  world  to  teacb  a  mandarin  a  useM  lesson* 
The  Calcutta  people  seem  to  have  a  very  general  contempt 
for  most  things,  but  a  special  contempt  for  China.  The 
indifference  which  Yeb  laboriously  feigns,  they  honestly  feeL 
Yeh  would  be  a  lion  in  London ;  be  will  not  attract  mora 
liuLice  than  a  five-legged  poodle  in  India. 
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CHAPTER  XXXTIL 

TBB  AT  CALOUTTA. 

CoavenRtioDS  with  Mr.  ]jsjftrd-<Olootein|it  Ibr  IndSaii  Potoniatet,  mod 

Ibr  OompaDy's  Servants — Yeh  takes  to  Reading  tiie  Debates — Hia 
Account  of  the  Murder  of  the  Freoeh  Mifldonaiy — ^Beoepiioii  of  tha 
Newt  of  his  I>egradatioii. 

CiXCUTTA,  AprU  10. 

Let  me  finish  what  I  have  to  say  of  Yeh— no  Lfnger 
**  Commissioner  "  Yeh,  for  his  degradation  has  come  down. 

Since  I  last  wrote,  a  change  has  come  over  the  behaviour 
of  our  Chinese  detenu.  At  that  time  he  would  scarce^ 
answer  a  question  A  celebrated  Eastern  scholar  called  upon 
him  to  try  to  learn  Buddhism  from  him.  Yeh  would  not 
know  anything  aboat  it.  Mr.  Layard  tried  to  get  him  to 
admit  that  he  knew  of  such  a  man  as  Lord  Palmerston,  or 
of  such  a  thing  as  pubHo  opinion  in  England.  Yeh  knew 
not  of  each  a  person  as  Palmerston.  "  Who  is  he !  "  he 
asked,  with  onblashing  fiJsehood.  Mr.  Layard  told  him 
that,  thinking  he  was  in  the  right,  be  tried  to  prevent  the 
expedition  to  China,  Yeh  answered  him  only  by  a  gmnl 
The  fiit  unwieldy  king  of  Oade,  who  occupies  the  hoose  im- 
mediately opposite,  and  grumbles  all  day  long  at  being 
deprived  of  the  solace  of  his  zenana,  manifested  a  curiosity, 
from  which  it  seems  crowned  heads  are  not  ahvuys  exempt, 
and  actually  applied  to  the  town  major  to  have  some  trees 
cut  down  which  intercept  the  view  of  Yeh's  verandah.  The 
king  would  have  called  upon  the  mandarin  if  the  latter  had 
given  him  the  least  encouragement ;  but  Yeh  treated  all 
mention  of  him  with  the  utmost  scorn,  refused  to  believe 
that  he  ever  had  been  a  king^  and  would  not  look  towards 
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liis  dwelling.    An  EDgliahman  pointed  out  to  Yeh  the 

minister  of  the  king  of  Oude,  Ally  Nucky  Khan,  the 

Talleyrand  of  the  East.  He  was  told  that  this  thin  wily 
Asiatic  was  known  to  have  been  deeply  implicated  in  all  the 
intrigues  which  preceded  the  late  mutiny,  yet  he  has  trod 
the  maze  so  cautiously  that  not  a  foot-trace  of  his  presence 
can  be  found.  "  I  will  make  a  report  upon  your  application," 
said  Dr.  Macnamara  the  other  day,  in  answer  to  Nucky 
Khan.  "  Report  ! "  said  the  minister,  with  much  scorn. 
"  I  withdraw  my  application  ;  and  take  my  advice,  young 
many  never  make  reports,  never  write  a  letter."  Yeh,  how- 
eyer,  could  not  be  interested  in  these  black  potentates.  He 
has  gi*eat  oontempt  for  us  that  we  have  left  any  of  their 
heads  on. 

Suddenly,  however,  all  this  apathy  hat  given  way.  The* 
mandarin  now  converses  with  freedom :  he  oondesoends  to 
deny  all  knowledge  of  the  Hongkong  poi8<»iing&  He  en- 
deavours to  explain  away  his  proclamation  for  English  heads. 
He  expresses  a  special  contempt  for  the  East-India  Com- 
pany and  their  magnates.  That  is  a  very  stupid  man,**  was 
his  short  observation  after  he  had  chin<tchinned  to  the  door 
of  his  apartment  an  official  of  high  rank,  who  had  paid  him 
a  visit  of  ceremony  ;     it  is  evident  that  he  has  no  talent.** 

The  change  has  been  brought  about  by  the  Calcutta 
journals  and  the  British  House  of  Commons.  With  the 
desperate  hope  of  amusing  his  fellow-prisoner,  Mr.  Alabaster 
translated  to  him  a  few  phrases  from  the  debate  upon  the 
India  Bill.  From  that  moment  Yeh  has  been  a  trans- 
formed man.  He  gets  up  early,  and  is  restle.ss  until  the 
Calcutta  EnglisJiman  is  brought ;  he  is  miserable  if  it  does 
not  contain  its  usual  modicum  of  parliamentary  eloquence. 
His  particular  delight  is  in  the  speeches  which  are  most 
vehement  against  the  Company.  He  thought  Mr.  Ayrton  a 
great  orator.  When  the  interpreter  came  to  that  paragraph 
of  Iiord  Palmerston's  speech  wherein  he  says  that  nations 
have  suffered  much  by  ill-considered  changes,  he  was  much 
excited^  and  said^  ^  Good,  good,  good  T  but  when  the  trans- 
lator completed  the  sentence^  ''But  they  have  suffered  much 
more  by  obstinate  resistance  to  necessary  reforau^"  he  threw 
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himself  back  and  grunted.  He  was  delighted  to  hear  thai 
Lord  Palmerston  had  been  turned  out,  and  he  chuckled  all 
through  his  great  body  when  he  heard  Lord  Derby's  declara- 
tion that  he  hoped  for  a  speedj  peace  with  China, 

These  readinp^s  are  interspersed  with  many  explanations  and 
inqairiefl^  and  Yeh  is  really  beginning  to  acquire  some  glim- 
mering notion  of  the  British  constitution. 

**  I  am  afraid  I  weary  your  excellency,"  says  the  inter- 
preter, himself  weary  with  two  hours*  arduous  translation. 

No  ;  go  on  1  I  understand  it  all  now.  It  is  much  better 
than  I  used  to  get  it  from  Hongkong.  I  never  could  under- 
stand them.* 

**  Then  you  did  get  translationB  at  Ganton  f  * 

^  Of  course  I  did — ^from  yoarteaehen.**  Hadhe£xrgotten 
what  he  had  said  to  Mr.  Layard  upon  this,  or  was  he  simply 
indifferent  to  the  admission  of  having  stated  an  nntmthf 

Teh  was  never  so  palpably  moved  as  by  the  informatian 
that  the  letter  which  Mr.  Oliphant  delivered  at  Soochow* 
contained  enclosures  from  the  ambassadors  of  England,  of 
America,  and  also  of  Russia.  He  started  and  rose  from  his 
seat.  It  was  quite  evident  that  he  had  some  secret  cause  for 
great  surprise,  if  not  for  great  indignation.  You.  will  recollect 
what  the  Chinese  believed  and  told  me  as  to  an  understand- 
ing between  Russia  and  China.  I  cannot  help  recurring  to 
my  early  belief  that  Count  Putiatin  has  cards  in  his  hand 
which  he  does  not  show  Lord  Elgin. 

Yeh  gave  us  his  version  of  the  murder  of  the  French  mis- 
sionary. He  says  the  man  was  dressed  as  a  Chinaman  and 
spoke  Chinese,  and  no  one  suspected  him  of  being  a  French- 
man ;  that  the  people  accused  him  of  having  stolen  women, 
and  also  of  being  a  rebel ;  so  his  head  was  cut  off.  If,**  said 
Yeh,  "  any  one  had  had  a  notion  that  he  was  a  Frenchman 
he  would  have  been  sent  to  the  French  consul." 

There  is  probably  not  one  word  of  trut|i  in  thia  The  two 
eommon,  stock  accusations  by  the  Chinese  against  the  nua- 

*  While  I  was  at  Calcutta  the  news  arn'ved  that  Mr.  OHphant,  Lord 
"Elgin's  private  secretary,  who  had  preceded  liia  chief  to  Shani^hai  with 
thu  letters  mentioned  at  p.  38^  of  this  volume^  had  delivered  them  U> 
the  Miilioritifls  at  Soochow. 
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sionaries  of  all  denominations  is  that  thev  steal  women,  and 
that  "  they  pick  out  sick  men's  eyes."  What  they  mean  by 
this  latter  imf)utation  I  could  not  discover,  but  1  believe  it 
is  intended  literally  and  not  tit^uratively. 

Yell  received  the  edict  which  degraded  him,  with  great 
equanimity.  Sir  John  Bowriog  had  forwarded  a  copy  in  the 
original  Chinese.  "  I  expected  tlii%"  he  said.  **  May  I  keep 
it  some  time  to  consider  it  1 " 

"  As  long  as  your  excellency  pleases." 
Then  I  will  keep  it  a  week." 

The  decree  merited  some  consideration.  It  is  much 
milder  than  was  anticipated — much  milder  than  the  trans- 
lation which  went  to  Europe  would  lead  us  to  think ;  for  the 
translator  has  interpolated  some  words  of  censure  not  in  the 
Chinese.  It  does  not  appear  that,  although  Yeh  is  removed 
from  his  government,  he  is  degraded  from  his  rank,  or  from 
his  poet  as  grand  councillor.  He  read  it  so  ;  for  he  re- 
mai'ked,  ^  Henceforward  then^  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
ibrei|Bp:i  affidrs.** 

^  Your  excellency  most  he  glad  to  have  escaped  from  so 
irouhlesome  a  post 

"  I  am  neither  glad  nor  sony.  It  was  at  the  emperor's 
command  I  took  them  up,  and  at  his  command  I  lay  them 
down." 

Yeh  has  been  tenderly  dealt  with.  He  has  evidently  some 
great  protecting  interest  in  Pekin,  and  will  probably  become 
i^in  a  great  power  in  China. 

Thus  ends  this  episode  of  the  Chinese  expedition.  Sub- 
sequent accounts  tell  me  that  Yeh  is  still  happy  and  con- 
tented in  his  villa  at  Tolly  Gunge.  Mr.  Alabaster  is  forcing 
upon  his  mind  the  principles  of  international  law  as  enounced 
by  Wlieatley,  and  Yoli  battles  with  tliem  stoutly.  I  doubt, 
however,  whether  Yeh  will  remember  much  of  his  Western 
experiences  when  he  goes  back  to  Pekin.  He  has^  hitherto, 
taken  kindly  to  nothing  except  the  parliamentary  debates. 
If  we  can  conceive  Lord  Eldon  to  have  been  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Cherookies^  imprisoned  in  a  wigwam,  and  instructed 
in  the  red-skin  mysteries  by  a  juvenile  medicine-man,  we 
should  still  not  expect  to  find  much  of  the  Oherookie 
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learning  in  Lord  Eldou's  decisions.  I  am  afraid  that  Yeb 
is  stolid  enough  to  persist  in  affecting  to  consider  that  he 
is  spending  a  portion  of  his  life  as  a  captive  to  people  who 
are  no  better  than  barbarians  ;  and  that,  when  he  returns 
to  his  position  at  Pekin,  lie  will  import  no  Western  ideas 
into  Chinese  |>oiicj. 


CONCLUSION. 

I  employed  a  few  weeks  in  seeing  the  province  of 
Bengal,  and  then  returned  home.  But  in  India  I  was 
acting  without  any  commission  for  a  public  correspond- 
ence. The  experiences  I  gained  as  to  the  home  life  of  the 
peasiintry  were,  to  me,  most  interesting  ;  but  I  am  not 
justified  in  placing  in  a  book  ]>rofessedly  written  upon  China 
the  depositions  which  I  took  among  the  villages  of  BengaL 
Meanwhile  the  Chinese  expedition  took  another  departure — 
the  ambiussadors  and  the  lleets  went  northwards,  the  terrible 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Peiho  was  passed,  the  forts  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  were  not  capable  of  long  resistance  to  the 
navies  which  have  so  often  battered  down  the  Bogue,  and 
the  city  of  Tien -sin  was  occupied  without  a  contest.  The 
water-way  to  Pekin  is  now  open.  As  circumstances  pre- 
vented me  from  describing  the  operations  in  the  north,  and 
as  these  letters  are  a  narrative  of  personal  experience,  I  ma/ 
not  assume  the  privilege  of  the  historian  to  collate  and  com- 
pile. I  nowy  therefore,  take  leave  of  the  gallant  and  genial 
spirits  of  this  fleet  and  army,  wishing  tbem  Ood  speed  ;  and 
of  their  chteft^  both  of  the  gown  and  of  the  sword,  hoping 
for  them  a  happy  i^sue  to  their  difOlcult  and  not  always 
agreeable  labours. 
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TSANG  WANG-YEN  ON  THE  OHIGIN  OF  THE 

REBELLION. 

I  AM  indebted  to  my  friend  Mr.  Wade,  tlie  "  Chinese 
Secretary  "  at  Hoiigkoug  (but  at  this  moment  attached  to 
Lord  Elgin  as  principal  interpreter  to  the  embassy),  for  the 
following  very  interesting  doeament.    Mr.  Wade  remarks 
upon  it,  that  it  has  not  been,  and  probably  will  not  be, 
published  by  the  Chinese  government.     It  was  obtained, 
not  without  difficulty,  from  an  imperialist  tradesman  at 
Canton,  in  whose  shop  it  was  seen  lying.     The  author, 
Tsang  Wang-yen,  is  a  distiuguisked  member  of  the  Han-Lin 
Academy.   In  former  years  he  filled  one  of  the  higher 
clerkships  in  the  Board  of  Bevenue,  was  subsequently 
Executive  Prefect  of  the  Metropolitan  department,  and, 
later,  Commissioner  of  Finance  for  Fuh-Klien.     The  dis- 
covery of  some  immense  deficit  in  the  State  Treasury,  in  or 
about  1839,  led  to  the  degradation  of  all  whose  official 
position  ought  to  have  made  them  earlier  aware  of  the  fraud 
or  error  detected,  and  Tsang  W^g-yen  was  cashiered  with 
some  two  hundred  others  of  various  degree.    It  was  about 
this  time  that  he  addressed  a  celebrated  memorial  to  the 
throne,  recommending  government  to  close  Canton  and 
limit  trade  to  Macao,  there  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Portuguese 
only ;  the  many  years'  residence  of  this  people  at  the  port  in 
question  entitling  them  to  such  indulgence,  so  long  as  they 
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traded  for  iliemselves  alone,  and  not  as  the  factors  of  other 
nations.  If,  however,  the  EngUsh  repented  tbein  of  opiiinv 
the  Macao  foreigners"  might  become  their  sureties.  He 
was  also  made  the  medium  of  charges  against  Kishen  and 
Lin  for  their  want  of  energy  and  neglect  of  advantages,  when 
Sir  Hugh  Grough  advanced  on  Canton.  Mr.  Wade  saw  him 
at  Shanghai  when  on  his  way  to  Peking,  whither  he  had 
been  summoned  by  the  emperor.  He  appeared  to  Mr. 
Wade  to  be  a  plaiu^  dignified  old  man,  near  seventy  years  of 
age,  but  vigorous  and  intelligent.  He  has  been  restored  to 
rank  as  an  expectant  of  the  5th  grade,  and  will  doubtless  be 
gazetted  ere  long  to  some  post  of  importance.  His  out- 
spokenness is  not  at  all  without  precedent :  general  denun- 
elations  of  official  fidsity  and  cowardice  have  been  fireqnenl; 
even  in  this  short  reign ;  but  unless  some  individual  de- 
liin^ueut  be  pointed  out,  they  rarely  produce  any  efiect. 
The  notes  are  by  Mr.  Wade 

Your  Majesty's  servant  Tsang  Wfing-yen,  expectant 
of  a  metropolitan  office  of  the  5th  grade,  presents  a  memo- 
rial, in  which  he  honestly  declares  the  cause  of  the  troubles 
in  Kwang  Tung ;  with  reverence  setting  forth  his  limited 
views,  he  loo]^  upward  hoping  for  the  Sacred  Glance 
thereon. 

"  The  reason  why  brigandage,  exi-stiiii;  always  and  iu  all 
parts  of  the  province,  is  now  worse  in  Kwang  Tung  than  it 
ever  was  before,  is  simply  that  for  a  sorios  of  years  no  steps 
have  been  taken  against  the  members  of  lawless  societies ; 
the  real  rriminals  liave  never  been  apprehended ;  the  facts 
have  been  utterly  concealed  or  glossed  over.  Accordingly, 
the  ill-savour  of  brigandage  has  daily  increased ;  lawless 
societies  have  daily  multiplied.  Gradually  spreading  to  the 
provinces  adjoining  ELwang  Tung,  the  evil  lias  affected  the 
whole  empire  j  Kwang  Tung  itself  is  still,  as  it  were,  inun- 
dated by  it.    To  speak  of  it  is  truly  matter  of  pain. 

^  The  San-Hoh  Hwui  (Triad  Society)  already  existed  as  a 
denomination  before  the  first  year  of  Tta  Kwixig  (1820), 
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but  its  membens  were  enxolled  in  secret^  nor  were  their  pro- 
ceedings as  yet  such  as  to  attract  attention.    In  the  eleventh 

year  of  Tau  KwCmg  (1831),  the  Censor  Fung  Tsahhiim 
reported  that  he  had  ascertained  that  in  five  provinces  this 
society  had  its  seals,  flags,  and  registers.  In  reply  to  his 
memorial  the  imperial  pleasure  was  received  that  [the  guilty] 
should  he  sought  for  and  punished ;  and  although,  not  to 
mention  the  punishment  of  one  gang  [or  case]  in  KweiChau, 
to  which  the  afoi'esaid  memorial  did  not  relate,  not  a  single 
seizure  or  prosecution  was  heard  of  in  Kwang  Tung  or  any 
of  the  other  provinces  [to  which  it  did  refer] ;  still  [the  society] 
did  not  as  yet  venture  to  throw  off  all  restraint.  In  the 
eighth  moon  of  the  twenty-third  year  of  Tau  Kwang  (1843), 
a  thousand  men  or  more,  Triads  and  members  of  the  Kgo 
Xiung  Hwui  (Sleeping  Dragon  Society)  fought  together  with 
arms  in  the  village  of  Yung-ki,  in  the  district  of  Shun-teL 
Three  of  them  were  killed ;  bat  their  lives  having  been  lost 
in  private  feud  of  lawless  persons,  no  report  was  made  to  the 
authorities,  and  they  took  no  more  notice  of  it  than  if  it  had 
never  occurred. 

"In  the  hrst  moon  of  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  Tau  Kwang 
(December,  1843),  the  feud  revived,  and  members  of  both 
Triad  and  Sleeping  Dragon  societies,  natives  of  several 
districts,  numbering  some  thousands,  had  a  second  flght  at 
the  village  of  Kwei  Chan,  in  Shun-teh,  in  whicli  above  a 
hundred  were  killed  and  several  hundreds  wounded.  The 
magistrate  of  the  district,  Han  Fun-siang,  who  had  but  just 
taken  charge,  repaired  to  the  spot  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the 
matter,  and,  having  restored  order,  hurried  to  the  city  and 
made  his  report  tQ  the  high  authorities.  They  instructed 
him  not  to  allow  the  thing  to  be  noised  abroad. 

Some  time  after  this  a  representation  was  made  by  the 
Censor  Chu-ki,  in  answer  to  which  an  imperial  decree  was 
transmitted  [through  the  Ooundl]  directing  inquiry  to  be 
made  and  punishment  inflicted.  On  the  receipt  of  this  at 
Canton,  the  draft  of  an  undertaking  was  made  out  and  sent 
to  the  district  magiiitvate,  wlio  ^\  as  to  call  ou  the  gentry  to 
sign  it,  as  if  of  their  own  accord,  and  thereby  certify  that 
there  had  been  no  affray  with  arms  between  membei*s  of  such 
societies.    The  gentry  refusing,  the  intendant  Eachingeh  was 
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sent  to  them.    He  repaired  in  jiersoii  to  the  village  of  Kwei- 
chan,  and  constrained  them  to  sign  it,  by  threatening  to 
report  them  to  the  Throne  as  recusants  if  they  did  not.  At 
the  same  time  lie  got  up  a  story  to  the  effect  that,  it  heing 
an  annual  practice  with  the  people  of  the  locality  in  ques- 
tion to  form  themselves  into  societies  (Jiwui),  with  the  object 
of  outdoing  one  the  other  ia  the  show  made  at  their  religious 
festivals,  there  had  been  a  collision  between  some  of  the 
boats  employed  in  a  contest  of  this  kind  at  Kwei-chau,  bat 
that  the  result  had  been  merely  an  altercation,  and  not  an 
affray.  And  from  this  time  forth  |the  authorities]  allowed 
no  man  to  mention  the  words  hwm-Ji  {lit.  confederated  vil* 
lains,  ae.  lawless  societies).    Thus,  ^yith  sedition  of  an  nnosnal 
character  disturbing  the  country,  they  had  the  aadadty  so 
to  dress  the  £iets  [as  to  make  the  substance  appear  to  have] 
vanished  utterly  [the  chasm  to  have  been]  completely  iilled 
up.    It  was  delinquency  of  this  kind  that  was  denounced  by 
your  servant,  being  then  examiner  in  chief  for  the  Metro- 
politan Prefecture,  in  a  memorial  presented  by  lum  in  the 
15th  year  (183-3).    He  therein  declared  that  in  the  in- 
creasing degeneracy  of  ilie  olHcial  estahlishment,  the  members 
of  which,  in  any  and  every  case,  were  so  intent  on  escaping 
the  penalty  [of  mal-admiuistration],  that  they  never  scrupled 
to  keep  to  their  sovereign  in  the  dark.    He  saw  with  alarui 
the  progress  of  an  evil  which  ought  in  no  wise  to  be  allowed 
to  extend  itself.     And  it  was  doubtless  owing  to  this 
[official  delinquency]  that  the  lawless  persons  in  question 
lost  all  respect  of  the  law ;  the  high  authorities^  they  argued, 
do  not  prohibit  our  enrolment  in  secret  sodetiee^  and  we  are 
only  too  well  pleased  to  enrol  ourselves.    Hence  did  the 
mischief,  weed-like,  spread  throughout  the  province,  and 
thence  to  Kwang  Si,  until  it  included,  as  at  present,  both 
Xiansf  Nan  and  Hu  Nan. 

"In  the  a\itumn  of  the  24th  year  (1844)  certain  of  these 
vagabonds,  belonging  to  other  provinces,  came  to  the  villages 
of  Kiang-k*au  and  Lnng-ta,  in  your  servant's  native  district, 
Hiang-shan,  to  entice  people  into  the  society.  At  first  but 
a  few  scores  would  assenil)lc  fur  the  purpose,  and  by  night ; 
but,  in  course  of  time,  bodies  of  several  hundreds  held  their 
meetings  publicly  and  in  broad  day.    The  place  of  these 
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assemblies  was  always  a  cross  road,  and  here  those  assembled 
'would  post  themselves  with  guns  and  small  arms,  to  keep  oif 
the  troops,  should  any  attempt  to  surround  or  seize  them. 
Every  new  member,  on  entering,  subscribed  three  hundred 
cash,  and  members  were  allotted  twenty  cash  for  every  recruit 
they  induced  to  join.  Members  already  sworn  attendmg  at 
subsequent  meetings,  which  was  termed  'going  to  the  play/ 
were  allotted  each  man  ten  cash.  When  members  were 
sworn,  a  paper  tent  was  set  up  ;  on  the  wall  hung  a  large 
horizontal  label,  which  the  memorialist  is  unable  ta  describe. 
By  the  side  of  it  sat  a  man  in  white  clothes  and  cap,  who 
was  called  the  Am  a.  The  new  members  passed  in  by  a 
sword-gate  (i.  e.  under  two  swords  crossed),  and  kneeling 
down,  were  instructed  by  tlie  Amd  in  the  mystic  language 
of  the  society.  Eacli  one  pricked  the  tip  of  his  finger  with 
a  needle  till  blood  was  drawn,  and  then  took  a  sup  from  a 
bowl  in  which  tiiis  blood  was  mixed  with  water.  The  Am^I 
then  with  a  loud  voice  read  certain  words  of  rebellious 
import,  responses  to  which  were  repeated  by  the  whole 
of  the  initiated  together.  They  then  rose.  The  chief  in 
degree  at  each  place  of  meeting  was  styled  the  Red  Staff  ; 
the  aeoondy  the  Paper  Ean ;  the  third,  Straw  Shoes.  The 
Bed  Staff  might  preside  over  some  score,  some  hundreds^  or 
some  thousands  of  members.  The  prefecture  of  the  provin* 
dal  city,  the  outer  prefectures,  the  districts,  and  the  village, 
were  aU  recognized  as  the  lodges  of  such  and  such  a  presi« 
dent ;  the  lodge  being  considered  a  great  or  a  smaU  one 
according  to  the  number  presided  over.  The  Ked  Staff 
pretended  to  the  title  of  yuenshioaij  generalissimo,  aa  he  was 
styled  in  the  secret  language  of  the  society  ;  the  Paper  Fan, 
to  that  of  klun-shwaiy  general  of  the  grand  division  ;  and 
the  Straw  Shoes  to  that  of  tsaio-pdit-Viuig-sin,  intelligencer- 
general.  The  military  and  runners  attached  to  the  official 
establishments  were  all  members,  and  while  the  poor,  who 
knew  no  better,  were  seduced  to  become  so  by  their  eager- 
ness for  a  trifle  of  gain,  some  even  of  the  orderly  agricultural 
population  as  well,  and  respectable  people  in  trade,  were 
forced  to  enlist  themselves  in  self-defence  against  the 
persecution  to  which  they  were  exposed.  They  found, 
however,  that  even  then  they  were  as  liable  to  exactions 
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as  l)eforc  ;  on  cn  ery  occasion  they  were  called  on  to 
supply  the  funds  ;  and  as  their  treatment  grew  more  and 
more  vexatious,  bringing  with  it  repentance,  which  was  now 
too  late,  they  would  have  been  disposed,  one  and  all,  to  face 
the  authorities  and  denounee  themselv€&  None  of  the 
official  establishment^  alas  I  would  iiaye  cognizance  of  the 
matter.  On  the  oontraty,  one  ignored  it  in  the  otfaei^s 
interest^  and  the  other  in  his.* 

In  ihe  winter  of  the  same  year,  some  honses  in  the  great 
Sonth  Street  of  the  dty  of  IBBang-dian,  your  8ervant*B  natire 
district^  were  entered  in  broad  day  by  a  hundred  and  more 
Triads  armed  with  swords,  who  threatened  the  dweUers^ 
and  kept  them  in  until  they  Imd  extorted  money  of  them. 
It  happened  fortunately  that  Liu  Kien,  a  magistmte  chosen 
fix>m  among  the  twelltli-year  nmsters,+  having  tempomrily 
vacated  his  post  to  mourn  for  a  parent,  was  at  home  in  his 
district ;  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  gentry  of  Sz'-ta, 
Teh-nang,  and  other  places,  and  with  them  drew  up  a  code 
of  regulations,  in  which  it  was  strictly  provided  that  any 
Tiiad  coming  from  any  other  part  of  the  country  and  at- 
tempting to  induce  men  to  join,  as  also  any  son  or  younger 
brother  of  any  family  in  the  aforesaid  places,  who  should 
enlist  in  the  Triad  Society,  should  be  seized  and  delivCTed 
np  to  the  authorities  for  trial  and  punishment.  A  pro- 
cUtmation  was  likewise  obtained  from  the  Imperial  Oommis- 
sioner,  Kiyinj^  authorizing  the  people  to  kill  any  persons 
committing  robbery  with  arms,  without  fear  of  proeeeation. 
But,  though  Hung  Miug-hiang,  brigadier  oi  Chmese  troops 
in  Hiang-shan,  and  Luh  Sun-ting,  magistrate  of  that  district^ 
did  on  different  oocasions  seise  l^lu  Wang-yuen,  Chan  Pei-kii, 

The  erlme  ahodd  have  been  deleeled  Ijihe  dtalriot  suigifbaie,lij 
him  donottBOMl  to  tbe  prefeoi ;  by  the  prafeoi  to  the  intondant^  ami  so 

i:pwardi ;  bat  the  disclosure  would  have  made  sooie^  if  not  all,  punish- 
al)]o  for  non -prevention.  There  was  tlit  i  efore  an  underatanding  that 
none  should  impeach  the  other  for  wilful  concealment. 

f  K'd-jin,  or  masteiH  of  arts,  who  have  thrice  failed  at  the  trieanial 
examiualion  to  paas  as  Uin-sz\  and  have  not  an  jet  served  the  state 
may  pment  theniielves  at  oovrt  as  eMididataw  kx  official  employ- 
ment. They  are  introduced  by  twenties  and,  in  each  twenty^  four  are 
selected  to  serve  as  district  magistiatei^  and  ten  as  officen  of  inetnio- 
tiou  of  districts  or  prefectures. 
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and  Li  Atw^in,  Triad  leaders,  who  were  so  severely  dealt 
Avitli,  that  for  a  time  little  more  was  seen  of  Triads  in  Hiaii<r- 
slian,  yet  they  were  punished  only  as  if  they  had  beau 
rob})ers  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term.  The 
authoritieB  dared  not  utter  the  word  hwui^  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  not  only  throughout  the  major  and  minor 
districts  of  the  province  were  other  confederadea  formed, 
and  Triads  enlisted  in  untold  number^  but  even  on  the 
White  Cloud  Mountains,  dose  to  the  provincial  dty,  meet- 
ings for  enlistment  were  held  at  all  times  and  seasons ;  and 
from  this  period  not  only  were  merdiants,  travelliug  by  sea 
-and  land,  oarried  off  and  plundered,  but  walled  dties  and 
Tillages  were  entered,  the  pawnbrokers'  and  other  shops/  as 
well  as  private  houses,  ransacked,  and  their  proprietors 
held  to  ransom.  Not  above  one  or  two  in  a  liundred 
pawn-shops  formerly  existing  in  this  ])rovince  now  re- 
main. When  these  things  were  com})lained  of  to  the 
-authorities,  so  far  from  immediately  pursuing  and  capturing 
the  guilty  parties,  they  subjected  the  persons  robbed  to 
every  description  of  annoyance  :  let  many  days  pass  before 
they  had  the  scene  of  the  robbery  inspected ;  extorted  fees 
for  the  employment  of  man  and  horse  on  that  mission  of  the 
complainants  ;  until,  in  most  cases,  the  latter  kept  their  loss 
to  themselves  for  lisar  of  worse  trouble,  and  not  one  robbery 
in  a  hundred  was  reported  at  all.  Even  where  a  gang  or 
two  were  seized  and  punished,  the  case  was  modified  as  one 
of  robbery  ;  there  never  was  any  property  that  would  have 
identified  the  prisoner  as  a  Tnad  produced.  But  a  more 
extraordinary  circumstance  is  the  following : — ^When  it  was 
known  that '  these  lawless  persons  were  in  a  particular 
locality,  the  military  and  police  never  went  there  in  pursuit 
of  them,  but  called  on  the  gentry  of  the  place  in  question  to 
deliver  them  up  ;  and  when  the  gentry,  being  without  either 
iDilitary  or  police  at  their  disposal,  were  unable  to  do  this, 
iiud  the  real  delinquents  had  vanished  to  a  distance,  the  local 
authorities  would  bind  tlie  spirit- tablet,  representing  the 
progenitor  of  a  tribe  in  the  ancestral  hall,  with  chains,  and 
cany  it  to  their  ofiicial  residence,  thei'e  to  be  kept  in 
•durance. 

By  the  empire's  established  law,  provision  is  made  that 
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the  nmu  of  cvhmt  sluiU  be  without  desceuJants ;  but  sucli 
admiuistratiou  of  the  law  as  this  [now  cited]  in  Kwang 
Tung,  whereby  crime  is  visited  on  the  ancestoi*s  of  a  race, 
is  indeed  what  one  has  rarely  heard  of;  and  while  the 
magistrates  are  going  all  lengths  of  illegality,  no  question 
is  eyer  raised  by  the  higher  authorities.  For  instance^ 
requisition  is  made  iu  jt  criminal  prosecutiosi  not  for 
the  chief  delinquents  in  particular,  but  for  a  certain 
number,  who  are  to  be  delivered  up;  the  really  guilty 
having  long  before  this  betaken  themselves  to  such  a  dis* 
tance  as  will  keep  them  dear  of  the  case,  a  shift  Is  made 
to  complete  the  number  required  by  purehaaang  substitates. 
Thus  in  the  Tangkwan  case  last  year,  ihere  were  aotoaliy 
blind  men  and  boys  of  tender  years  sent  up  to  Otonton,  nor 
were  they  released  until  the  governor  pawed  through  his 
court  [to  make  inspection  of  the  prisoners  under  sentence  of 
death].  There  is  no  saying  what  nuiuber  of  guiltless  people  i 
have  sutTerecl  the  penalty  (ItL  the  woe)  of  guilt.  And  this  , 
is  a  reason  why  the  members  of  these  societies  are  enabled  ' 
to  go  forth  and  induce  the  peoi)le,  incensed  and  execrating  i 
[their  superiors],  to  join  their  ranks.  ' 

"  In  the  27th  and  !28th  yeai-s  of  TauKwang  (1847-8)  j 
members  of  unlawful  societies  in  hundreds  and  thousands, 
cany  in  g  tents  and  ai*med,  took  up  whatever  positions  they 
pleased,  fii*st  at  one  place  and  then  at  another,  throughoui^ 
districts  of  Ung«yuen,  Jii-yueny  Ying-teh,  and  Tsing-yuen, 
barred  the  ways,  made  prisoners^  and  committed  robb«cy. 
The  authorities  feigned  ignorance  of  this.  In  the  29th  year 
(1849)  they  did  proceed  against  some  parties  in  Ying-t^ 
and  Tsmg-yuen,  bat  they  still  described  them  as  outlaws 
of  particular  gangs^  or  as  roving  outlawa  On  no  accouat 
would  they  utter  the  word  kumi  It  was  in  view 
this  demeanour  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  that  these 
villains  became  more  recadeas  than  ever.  They  ])rooeeded 
accordingly  with  their  secret  enlistments,  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  present  year  they  conimonced  disturbing  in  the  pre- 
fecture of  Chan-chau.  The  districts  of  Lien-chau  and  Yiug-  j 
teh  were  overrun  by  large  bodies  of  them  committing 
robbeiy  in  all  directions.  In  the  5th  moon  the  city  of 
Tang-kwau  was  lost,  but  subsetiuently  retaken.   The  village 
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of  Ta^ih  in  Pwan-yii  was  harassed  by  these  j^eople,  and 
before  tliey  could  Le  cxteiiuiiiated,  Fuh-shaii  in  Nan-hai 
was  regularly  occupied  by  outlaws,  while  Liaug-luiig  and 
Chin-tsun  iu  Shuuteh,  Kiang-mun  and  Lo-ti  in  Sin-hTvui, 
and  Shapiiig-yii  and  other  places  in  Hoh-shan,"  joined  in 
the  cry.  In  tlie  7th  moon  the  cities  of  the  i)rel*ecture  of 
Shau-kiug,  and  the  districts  of  Shun-teh,  Ho-shan,  Tsang, 
Tsung-hwa,  Hwa,  and  Ying-teh,  were  nil  taken,  and  those 
of  the  prefectures  of  Hwuichan  and  of  Shau-chau,  and  the 
major  district  of  lien-ping,  invested ;  the  government 
oouriers  and  official  communications  being  stopped  along 
every  line  of  road*  Now,  the  outlaws  from  other  provinces 
were  not  more  than  a  hnndred  or  a  few  hundred  men,  while 
those  of  Kwang  Tung,  turbaned  in  red  and  with  banners  of 
red,  as  a  signal  to  their  friends,  were  in  bands  of  such  force  as 
to  occupy  positions.  How  could  it  have  come  to  pass,  unless 
enlistment  had  been  going  on  for  several  tens  of  years  before, 
that  a  rising  iu  one  place  should  have  been  responded  to  in 
80  many  others  I — ^that  those  partaking  in  it  should  have  had 
the  audacity  to  attack  provincial  cities  and  seize  district 
towns  I  should  Ijave,  tlood-like,  inundated  [the  laud]  as  at 
present  ?  All  that  he  narrates  has  been  witnessed  in  his 
own  country  by  your  servant  himself;  he  is  iu  nowise 
indebted  to  rumour  for  his  information. 

"With  matters  at  their  present  pass,  it  may  seemdifficidt 
to  handle  them  rightly.  In  tlie  affair  of  the  Tung-kwan 
district,  however,  your  sei*vant  nuule  the  following  observa- 
tions. The  acting  magistrate,  Hwa  Ting-tsiun,  who  iiad 
always  been  more  or  less  popular,  had  been  some  days 
removedt  from  his  office  when  the  troubles  iu  Tung-kwan 
broke  out ;  he  was  immediately  reinstated  as  acting  magis^ 
trate,  and  within  a  few  days  the  rebels  of  the  district  were 
hiding  their  headset  those  of  other  districts  had  dispersed, 
and  all  was  quiet.  Tour  servant  made  a  similar  observation 
in  the  troubles  which  disturbed  Hiang-shan,  lus  native 
district.   The  acting  magistrate,  Kin  Tsai-ying,  took  charge 

*  Hoh-aban,  ia  Sh^u-king  Fn,  is  said  to  be  the  birthplace  of 

Trindism. 

+  Kemoved,  not  for  any  oftence. 
X  LiUf  sparing  of  their  foot-prints. 
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of  liis  post  in  the  third  moon.  His  frugal  and  vmpretendiiig 
habits  readily  inclined  the  people  to  him.  On  hearing  of 
the  disturhniTcr-f;  in  Tung-kwan,  he  went  to  dilferent  villages, 
and  liirasclt  mustered  and  ins})ected  the  militia,  bestowing 
handsome  rewards  on  the  more  deserving.  He  also  earnestly 
pressed  on  Si-hiang  and  Limg-ta  the  adoption  of  certaia 
Filiations  whicli  Lin-kien,  one  of  the  gentry,  had  carried 
out  in  Sa -ta  and  Kang-teh,  as  also  of  some  others  respecting 
wiuch  a  number  of  villages  had  submitted  to  liim  in  a  jciirt 
pedtion.  Yonr  servant  is  ixaihieit  informed  that^  ^en  the 
alarm  was  fresh  at  Foh-sban  and  in  Shon-teh,  and  oommnm- 
cations  witii  ike  city  were  interoepted,  this  oflGLoer  went  da^ 
and  night  to  the  different  riyer  ports,  directing  the  gentry 
aa  to  Sie  method  of  deHonding  their  several  kxsaiitie^  and 
that  on  several  occasions  he  seized  parties  of  spies,  to  "^Im 
number  of  some  tens,  wlio  were  immediately  executed. 
Between  the  liJtli  :ind  lC>ih  uf  the  seventh  iutercalarv^ 
moon  (about  September  10,  1854-),  the  outlaws  seized 
Kiaug-k'au  (Kong-hau),  in  the  north  of  the  district,  and 
beset  the  district  city  itself.  The  day  after  the  investment 
had  begun,  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  the  militia  of  Chang- 
chau,  Ynen-fimg,  and  Chang-ki,  and  at  once  relieved  the 
city,  killing  several  hundreds  of  the  enemy.  Several  attacks, 
subsequently  made  from  the  west,  were  vigorously  repulsed 
hj  the  same  magistrate  at  the  head  of  the  militia  of  Lung-tu 
and  other  villa§^ ;  and  at  Hiang-kioh,  and  Hai-kan  (Moi- 
hau),  he  sank  scl  eral  vessels  and  killed  a  hundred  or  more 
of  the  enemy.  Again^  when  Yuen-fu,  Chang-ki,  and  other 
places  on  the  waterj^east  of  the  district  city,  were  attacked, 
he  headed  the  militia  maintained  by  the  safety  committee  of 
the  district^  sunk  semal  yessel^  and  destroyed  large  nomboEB 
of  the  enemy. 

^  The  magistrate  in  qnestioni  thns  exerting  himself  with 
all  his  heart  and  with  all  his  might,  so  won  the  aflfecttons 

of  the  litemti  and  people,  that  not  only  did  the  well-con- 
ducted put  forth  their  strength  in  Ins  service,  but  those  who 
had  been  ever  before  unruly,  repented  them,  and  joined  him 
Ml  the  destruction  of  the  enemy,  and  in  keeping  him  off 
"when  he  pressed  on  th(»  district  city.  It  may  hence  be  seen 
that  while  there  is  one  good  man  a  magistrate,  he  will  be 
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able  so  to  encourage  tlie  literati  and  the  people  as  to  defend 
and  preserve  his  jurisdiction. 

Your  servant  observed  the  same  thing  in  the  troubles  of 
Sin-hwui,  The  town  of  Kiang-mun  was  taken,  and  the 
district  city  besieged  by  the  ootlawB  ;  but  Ho-yoh-chung,  a 
general  officer  past  seventy  years  of  age,  who  was  residing  in 
the  district,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  acting  in  concert  with 
one  or  two  gentiemen  of  energy,  had  laid  in  a  supply  of  food, 
arms,  and  ammunition  long  before  the  enemy  appeared,  and 
with  some  picked  militia,  made  a  stout  ^enoe  of  the  dty. 
He  maintamed  strict  discipline,  and  so  found  means,  although 
the  outlaws  sevmd  times  assaulted  the  dty  at  all  points  at 
once,  to  beat  them  off  with  his  artillery  :  after  losing  some 
thousands  of  men,  they  kept  themselves  at  a  distance.  Thus 
is  it  that,  if  there  be  one  gentleman  of  capacity  in  a  city 
exposed  to  danger,  he  will  be  enabled  to  hold  it. 

**  In  Nanhai,  again,  a  joint  effort  was  made  by  the  gentry 
and  people  of  ninety-six  villaG^es.  Strict  discipline  was 
maintained  amongst  theui,  and  the  oH'ers  of  the  enemy,  who 
would  have  purchased  a  way  through  their  country,  rejected. 
The  enemy  attacked  them  several  times,  but  was  always 
driven  back  by  their  fire  with  great  loss.  Thus  did  the 
effort  of  the  loyal  population  of  a  single  spot  bar  the  passage 
of  the  rebel  Tan. 

"  Your  servant  observes  that  the  chief  and  only  object  of 
the  measores  now  being  adopted  is  the  dispersiou  of  the 
members  of  these  societies ;  [not  their  reform  or  restcm- 
tion  to  useful  purposes]*  Would  but  the  high  authorities  of 
the  proTince,  witnoetity  and  in  a  po^lk  spirit,  nuike 
search  in  all  directions,  and  assembUng  all  persons,  wheiiier 
officials  or  gentry,  whether  of  high  or  low  estate,  whom 
they  might  find  it  useful  so  to  employ,  cause  them  to  de- 
liberate together  with  the  advantage  incident  to  numbers  in 
council ;  then,  putting  away  all  consideration  of  self,  would 
thoy  but  listen  impartially  to  the  suggestions  these  might 
.submit  to  them,  employing  as  their  own  the  talent  that 
they  found  most  commanding  in  the  multitude  ;  not  esteem- 
ing themselves  and  depreciating  others  :  but  where  efforts 
had  been  made  by  the  gentry  or  the  people,  recommending 
them,  without  re^»rence  to  their  status,  to  the  fl^your  of  your 
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[Majesty,  uud  then  making  public  to  all  men  by  proclamation 
throughout  the  poorer  \nllages  and  retired  hamlets  what 
encourairement  luul  been  bestowed  on  these,  your  <jood  sub- 
ject.s  would  be  more  than  ever  stimulated  to  exertion,  and 
even  the  degenerate  would  repent  and  reform.    It  was  said  J 
on  your  servant's  journey  [to  the  capital],  that  the  object  of  1 
these  outlaws  is  plimder.  But  the  booty  taken  being  retained  1 
bj  the  leader^  the  multitude  who  follow  are  left  without 
any,  are  consequently  unable  to  obtain  food,  and  as  many 
are  oontmnaliy  destroyed  by  the  troops  and  militia,  great 
numbers  arc  penitent  and  anxious  to  regain  the  right  way 
without  loss  of  time.   The  present,  then,  is  an  opporturnQr 
which  it  becomes  more  than  erer  a  duty  to  seise,  to  invite 
the  people  fiur  and  wide  [to  come  back  to  their  allegiaace],  | 
and  to  consde  them;  K>rgiving  them  the  past,  enjoining 
them  to  renew  themselTes.   They  shoold  be  anthorked  to  i 
return  to  their  labours  in  the  field,  and  such  inquiry  ebonld  , 
then  be  instituted  as  would  thoroughly  effect  a  dispersion  of  ' 
the  body  of  these  aociutics.    The  body  once  dispersed,  the  ' 
sanguinary  leaders  who  might  be  lelt,  and  who  are  not  above  | 
a  hundred  in  number,  might  be  exterminated  without  much 
difficulty  :  such  men,  for  instance,  as  Chin-Kwang-lung,  Ho 
Aluh,  and  Kau  Shi-teh,  of  Fuh-shan;  Ta  Chun  keih,  Ying 
the  matbuihVer,  Hai-chun  Kwan  (Kwan,  the  Shrimp's-egg), 
A-kwa  Sz*,  and  A-shing  San  of  8hun-teh  ;  Chin  Afa-tsai,  and 
Fung  Tiau-t'au-tsai  (the  head-wagger)  of  Holi-shan  ;  Kau- 
shih-siang  (the  tiea-elephant),  single-eyed  Chin,  and  Ldang 
of  the  Little  Bridge  of  Kiang-mun ;  and  Kin  A*kwang,  and 
Kiang  Ahan  of  Pwan*yu ;  with  others  who  have  got  a  name 
in  the  provinces. 

But  unless  those  in  office  combine  in  earnest  with  the 
upright  gentry  of  their  jurisdiction,  they  assuredly  cannot 
discharge  this  duty.  If  in  eveiything  there  is  to  be  con- 
cealment and  misrepresentation,  if  a  real  effect  be  not  the 
object  sought,  if  the  only  aim  of  officials  be  the  name  of 
action  without  the  reality,  the  satii^M^ion  of  their  responsi- 
bility so  as  to  answer  the  ]iurpose  of  the  moment  only,  the 
end  of  these  things  cannot  be  told. 

"His  feelincfs  towards  liis  Jioujc  (J^it.  his  luulljerry  and  ls:si 
trees}  would  nut  sutler  him  to  refrain  from  exposing  with 
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sincerity  tlie  fouutain  of  these  troubles.  With  respectful 
earnestuess  he  has  put  forth  his  Hmited  ^  iews.  It  will  be 
for  your  Majesty  to  decide  whether  his  suggestions  can  be 
adopted,  and  an  imperial  commission  sent  to  tlie  governor- 
general  and  governor  of  the  jurisdiction  to  inquire  into  the 
iacts  detailed  by  liim,  and  take  steps  accordingly. 

''He  respectfully  tenders  his  memorial,  and  prostrate 
prays  for  the  sacred  glance  of  your  Imperial  Majesty 
thereon.*' 
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Blenheim  Fort,  capture  of  the,  280. 

Blenheim  Passage,  in  the  Canton  river, 
23.  2Aj. 

Blockade  at  Canton  raised,  381. 

Bluejacket  Fort  blown  up,  334,  SaJL 

Boatmen  of  the  Canton  river,  their  con- 
fidence in  the  En^ish,  3SUu. 

Bopue  forts  of  the  Canton  river,  21 ;  their 
capture,  295,  296. 

Boils,  the  blossoms  of  the  flowery  land,  140. 

Bowring,  Sir  John,  his  reception  of  Lord 
Elgin  at  Hongkong,  22j  attacked  with 
fever,  83 ;  his  reproof  of  the  writer,  2M 
;  his  active  co-operation  with  the  Bri- 
tish forces  attacking  Canton,  28Q  et  seq. 

Bread  and  rice  not  allowed  at  a  Chinese 
dinner,  242. 

Bridges  of  the  Chinese,  their  beauty,  1 14. 

Urigades,  formation  of  the  troops  into,  for 
attacking  Canton,  311. 

British  ships  of  war  on  the  Chinese  station. 

Brown,  Mrs.,  3ILL 

Buddhism,  philosophy  and  religion  of,  121. 

122 ;  Yeh's   opinion  of,    MS ;    of  the 

Chinese,  viii.  Pre/. 
Buddhist  hell,  effigies  of  a,  139. 
Buddhist  temple,  visit  to  a,  viii.  Pre/. 
Buddhist  temples  of  Hungchow,  119. 
Bumboats  of  the  Chinese,  2^ 
Bund  of  Shanghai,  walk  through  the,  213 

et  seq. 

Bungalows  at  Penang,  iL 


C. 


Calcutta,  her  dan$;erous  situation,  33j  .36j 
her  arrival  at  Hongkong,  22;  proceeds 
towards  Canton,  2AL. 

Calcutta,  Lord  Elgin's  departure  for,  29j 
83 ;  exports  to,  120  i  arrival  of  forces 
from,  222 ;  Yeh's  arrival  at,  427 » 
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Caldwell.  Mr.,  the  "  Protertor  of  the  Chi- 
ne*e,"  279  ;  hi»  great  judpmeiit.  i6. 

Calicoes,  sale  of,  in  China,  It^d.  I 

Camoens,  grave  of,  at  Macao,  ZO. 

Canal,  impcnal,  of  China,  113,  114;  its  i 
beautiful  banks,  U4.  * 

Canton,  deficiency  of  provisions  in,  lA;  \ 
distant  view  of,  24^25  ;  foits  of,  25  ;  plan 
of  the  intended  operations  against,  ib. ; 
advance  on,  22_i  address  to  I.ord  Klgin 
urging  the  capture  of,  41 ;  difllculties  of 
the  attack  on,  iSj,  iSj.  confusion  and  dis> 
tress  in,  5il ;  speculations  on  its  capture,  i 
&'2,  M.  80. 8  J;  corrupt  Knglish  used  at.  58,  1 
strategic  capabilities  of,  2Ai  desciip-  | 
lion  of,  2i  Tfij  notices  of  Lord  Gough's  \ 
attack  on.  76  ;  our  future  policy  towards,  , 
76,  21 ;  ti iumphal  monuments  at.  to  com-  [ 
Diemorate  the  expulsion  ox  the  Knglish, 
113 ;  reports  from,  received  at  Chu*an,  * 
144— 1. SO  ;  threatened  by  the  rebels.  Hi. ;  \ 
necessity  of  its  capture,  1 55 ;  prepara- 
tions fur,  211  rt  seq. ;  forts  and 
defences  of,  'lil ;   preparations  for  at- 
tack, 253 ;   waiting  for  forces,  ih. ;  the 
corrupt  olficials  of,  270 ;  proclamation 
announcing  the  intended  attack,  280 : 
Admiral   ^<eytnour's  general  orders  for 
attacking,  ib. ;  strength  of  the  invading 
force,  2&3 ;  negotiations  previous  to  the 
attack,  '264,  287  ;  various  channels  of  the 
river,  2&A  ;  active  operations  against,  and 
Admiral  Seymour's  deRpatche<i  respecting, 
2fifl ;  history  of  the  transactiuos  which  leti 
to  the  attack  on.  288  et  scq. ;  the  Wliale 
River  taken  possession  of,  2<3^ ;  flight  of 
the  river  population  from,  '■2*}S,  299 ;  the 
fleets  take  position  before,  Uliil ;  view 
of  from   the  Honan  side,  3M ;  recon- 
noissanee  of  on  the  western  and  eastern 
sides,  206,  307 ;   satisfactory  survey  of, 
iQR ;  characters  of  the  merchants  and 
mandarins,  30^ ;  plan  of  attack,  310.  ill ; 
general  orders  for  the  assault,  311 ;  its 
bombardment,  314.  315  ;   the  assault, 
3211;  scenes  at,  322  et  xeq.;  its  capture, 
329—333  ;    the  city  entered,  and  the 
governor  and  Tartar  general  captured, 
335.  33().  ZAl ;  traversing  of  the  city,  3^7 ; 
capture  of  the  treasury,  339:  a  council 
formed  for  the  government  of,  Ulfi;  list 
of  casualties  at  the  capture  of,  349—351  ; 
letter  from,  352  ;  blockade  of  raised,  'AhA ; 
interior  of  the  city  and  its  orderliness,  ih. ; 
curiosity-shops,  ib.  ;  street  of  the  tri- 
umphal arches,  'AM ;    the  nine-storied 
pagoda,  355;  the  houses  and  yarouns  of, 
ib, ;  the  dep6ts  of  arms.  357  ;  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  Chinese  during  the  bom- 
bardment, iL. ;  secret  treasures  found  in, 
3n2;  intricacies  of  the  city.  Mi;  the 
governor's yamun,  alls ;  rambles  through, 
'<t>6  ;  execution- ground  of,  367  ;   site  of 
the  old  factories,  369;  the  temple*.  370  ; 


the  Tartar  city,  ih. :  the  Fatcc  garden*, 
ib. ;  Runtinqua's  house,  ib. ;  prisons  of. 
and  their  horrors,  322  el  seq. ;  sepoys  at, 
378 ;  question  of  reopening  the  trade  of. 
379,  380;  raising  of  the  blockade,  381 : 
police  established,  ib. ;  the  Chinese  new 
year  at,  'i&2 ;  site  of  tlie  new  f^tories  at, 
ib. ;  merited  chastisement  uf  the  inha- 
bitants, ib. ;  Yeh's  account  of  the  pre^»a- 
rations  at.  i22  n;  the  king  of  Cochin- 
China's  historical  notices  of  our  contests 
with,  xviii.  x'lx.  Prrf. 
Canton  river,  different  creeks  of  the.  l6_; 
defeat  ot  the  Chinese  junks  in  the.  LZ; 
description  of  the,  20^  '11 ;  bars  made  by 
junks  in  the,  21 ;  quarrels  of  the  Chinese  iu 
the,  11  ;  promotions  for  the  brilliant  affair 
in,  42_;  r«*turn  of  casualties  during  the  con- 
tests in  the.  ij;  agricultural  features  of 
the,  215  ;  ships  of  wiir  in  the,  2^Ji ;  block- 
ade of  the.  281). 
Carp,  capture  of,  327. 
Carriogton,  Captain,  35fl^ 
Castle  Beak  Bay,  in  the  Canton  river,  2(L 
Casualties,  return  of.  in  the  force  cngiiged 

in  the  Canton  river,  UL 
Ceylon,  notices  of,  dj, 
Chapel  Island,  near  Amoy,  S&a 
Chekiang,  population  of,  l63.  164 ;  capture 

of,  21SL 
Chihli,  population  of,  163. 
China,  difficulties  of  obtaining  correct  in- 
formation from  the  interior,  4flj,  5Sl;  re- 
bellion in,  hOi ;  fear  of  the  rebels  capturing 
Canton,  M  ;  rumoured  abdication  of  the 
emperor,  fil ;  policy  of  employing  the 
sepoys  in,  2Ai  2A  i  numerous  islands  and 
population  of,  85^  Ul ;  voyage  along  the 
coast  of,  et  seq.  ;  tea  districts  of.  90 ; 
infanticide  of,  100 ;  progress  of  the  re- 
hellion  in,  im  ;  journey  into  the  interior, 
\Q1 ;  thieves  and  pirates  of,  mii  i  probable 
antiquity  of  her  edifices  and  customd,  LUi  ; 
progress  of  the  rebellion  in,  lOfi  ;  impe- 
rial canal  of,  1 13 ;  irrigating-wheels  of. 
ib.;  iriumphal  monuments  of,  ih.;  the 
Buddhist  religion  of,  121,  122  ;  progress 
into  the  interior  from  Hangcbow  to 
Ning])o,  126.  127 ;  menacing  aspect  of 
the  rebels,  146,  147  ;  despatches  from  the 
emperor,  148 ;  system  ot  purchase  in  the 
army,  153  ;  on  the  British  import  trade 
in,  liLi  et  itt'q.;  geograi)hieal  view  of,  ifri: 
immense  population  of,  ]6j  ;  balance  of 
tra'le  iu,  lti4,  165 ;  silk  exports  to,  l65 ; 
ststi.ttics  of,  166,  168 ;  opium  trade  <rf, 
121  et  seq. ;  statistics  of  the  trade  of.  LS2 ; 
reasons  alleged  for  the  paucity  of  British 
exports  to,  185,  186 ;  articles  of  commerce 
appreciated  in,  IS& ;  rebellions  of,  1&3L  i 
numerous  changes  and  revolutions  in, 
190  ;  dangerous  classes  of,  190,  191  ;  h<r 
custom-houses  and  tariff,  IQ3  et  seq. ; 
manufactured  goods  imported  into,  198— 
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sop ;  gcograi>liicnl  divi«iont  of,  2113 ;  view  , 
Df  the  interior  uj)  the  Yang-tsc-Kiang  I 
river,  ;ifl'> ;  cotnnurcial  advantages  to  be  j 
derived  from,  2(;8  ;  agriculture  in,  24i  ft 
Meg.  i  shipK  of  war  on  the  China  station, 

;  necessity  of  free  transit  through,  j 
2/0  et  seq. ;  her  commercial  capacity  as 
unmeasured  as  her  internal  geography  is  ; 
unknown,  274 ;  Americans  and  Russians  i 
co-operate  with  Kngland  and  France,  | 
383 ;  the  allied  expedition  to,  aSl;  the' 
author's  adieu  to,  geneijil  igno- 

rance and  assumption  of  English  i^chokars  ^ 
in,  38JJ— 392  ;    language  of,  3M,  393;  ' 
study  of  the  luu  of,  41f).  417  ;  Tsang 
Wang-yen's  account  of  the  rebellion  in, 
433 ;  letter*  respecting,  collected  in  this  ■ 
volume,  favourably  received,  v.  Pref. ;  I 
treaty  concluded  with  will  open  the  in-  | 
terior  to  Western  commerce  and  Christian  \ 
civilization,  ih. ;  fragility  of  the  whole 
social  system  of,  ib.  ;  her  unyielding  re- 
sistance to  change,  vi. ;  the  king  of  | 
Cochin-China's  historical  notices  of,  xvi.  ; 
—  xz.  :  her  contests  with  the  English,; 
xix. ;  her  concessions,  xx. ;  Lord  Elgin's 
opinion  of  our  future  policy  towards, 

xxii. ;  the  writer's  endeavours  to  note  ^ 
useful  facts  relating  to,  xxiii. 

CiiiNESB,  at  Penang,  4^  their  numbers, 
£ ;  their  number  at  Singapore,  2 ;  their 
complaint  that  the  English  do  not  fight 
fair,  2^1  their  ready  ingenuity,  22j  their 
confidence  in    the  British,  23j  severe 

,  contest  with  them  in  the  Canton  river,  M ; 
their  mutual  quarrels  in  the  Canton  river,  [ 
41 ;  their  astonishment  at  the  right  of  a  > 
European,  110,  112;  their  industry,  III,  > 
112;  their  apathy  in  religious  matters, 
12'i.  1 23  ;  their  general  civility,  128 ;  a 
inanufucturing  people,  lafl  ;  their  com-  j 
mon-sense  views  of^  trade  and  commerce. 
2(12,  203 ;  food  and  cookery  of  the,  SiaS  et  j 
^teq. :  calm  composure  of  the  populace  i 
amidst  British  preparations,  222 ;  their  | 
«arly  means  of  gaining  intelligence.  2iJ  ; 
tbeir  treacherous  attack  on  an  English  j 
party  in  the  Canton  river,  2M;  their 
arrogant  proclan>ations,  ilLl ;  indifference  i 
of  the  people  to  the  tiery  missiles,  3 1 G ;  ! 
their  bravery,  233 ;  their  inferiority  in  the  | 
military  art,  ib. :  domestic  life  and  habits 
of  the,  355,  3(>6  ;  their  dep6t  of  arms  at 
Canton,  357 ;  their  losses  at  the  bom-  \ 
bardment  of  Canton,  ih. ;  difliculties  of  ; 
acquiring  their  language  practically,  35Q, 
2fiQ ;  the  best  met'^ods  of  dealing  with 
them,  360,  361  ;  their  national  character- 
istics, 38(J.  3&0 ;  our  true  policy  In  dealing 
with  them,  ago ;  teachers  of,  3p2,  393 ;  1 
tbeir  ridiculous  ceremonies  ami  forms  I 
must  be  exploded,  390,  394  ;  philosophy  j 
of  the,  ill ;  no  elaborate  essay  on  their  | 
general  character  here  introduced,  vii.  • 
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Pref. ;  ini]iossibility  of  a  Western  mind 
forming  a  conception  of  Chinese  charac- 
ter, ib.  ;  their  moral  philosophy,  viii. ; 
possess  a  ceremonial  religion,  ib. ;  their 
different  systems  of  religious  belief,  ib.  ; 
their  indifference  to  theological  dogmas, 
viii.  ix. ;  their  habit  of  l>ing,  x. ;  their 
want  of  politeness,  x.  xi. ;  fine  senti- 
ments and  foul  deeds  of  their  statesmen, 

xi.  ;  their  strange  characteristics,  zi. 
xti.  ;    their  ethics  and  moral  axioms, 

xii.  ;  present  force,  or  self-interest,  their 
strongest  bonds,  xiii. ;  remarks  on  tbeir 
policy,  xiv. ;  English  commerce  with 
them,  xviii.  ;  judgment  of  their  temper 
and  prejudices  to  be  best  formed  from 
their  writings,  z\. 

Chinese  beggars,  aiiL. 

Chinese  city  described,  319. 

Chinese  dinner,  232  *^t  seq. 

CiiiNESK  Expedition,  its  journey  out,  I  et 
seq. ;  its  arrival  at  Hongkong,  battle 
of  Fatshan,  H  ;  its  diversion  to  India,  iS 
et  seq. ,  Lord  Elgin's  departure  for  Cal- 
cutta, 22;  the  voyage  to  the  north,  M  et 
seq. ;  diplomatic  movements  connected 
with  the,  142 ;  its  intended  operations 
against  Canton,  202  et  »eq. ;  its  prepara- 
tions, 228;  its  occupation  of  Honan,  221 » 
its  operations  at  Canton,  2B&  ;  its  bom  - 
bardment  of  Canton,  292  I  capture  of 
Canton,  322 ;  its  journey  northward,  and 
its  arrival  at  the  Petho,  132;  letters 
respecting,  contained  in  this  volume, 
favourably  received,  v.  Pre/. 

Chinese  new  year,  celebration  of  the,  382, 

m. 

Chinese  passengers,  their  treatment,  62. 
Chinese  physician,  interview  uith  the,  IM^ 
Chinese  pilot,  2JL 

Ching  Tsing,  the  Chinese  merchant,  visit 

to.  3  ;  his  wife,  Q. 
Christmas  Day  in  the  Canton  river,  310. 
Chu-ki,  the  censor,  43S. 
Chuenpce,  fort  of,  in  the  Canton  river,  2iL 
Chung-king,  city  of,  207. 
Church  service  in  a  pack-house,  304. 
Chusan,  letter  from,  Lii  ;  voyage  to,  from 

Ningpo,  lA.;  harbourof,  13G;  beauty  ofthe 

island,  13/.  1M9  ;  necessity  lor  occupying, 

140 ;  unhealthines!t  of,  ib.,  desirability 

of.  as  a  harbour  ot  refuge,  H)l. 
Cochin-Chiiia,  historical  notices  written  by 

the  king  of,  xvi.  Pref. 
Cochrane,    Captain,    miraculous  escape 

of,  3^ 

Commerce  promoted  by  the  rebellion,  189.^ 
Commissariat,  bad  management  of  the,  32(3. 

322, 

•*  Committee  of  war  "  in  Canton,  377» 
Competition,  Yeh's  opinion  of.  ih^ 
Comprador  of  Hongkong,  52ji  ^ 
Confucianism  of  the  Chinese,  viii.  Pref. 
Confucius,  religion  of,  122  ;  philosophy  of, 
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and  Yefa'i  opinion  of  it,  408  ;  Chriatian 

maxim  of,  xii.  xiii.  l*rrf. 
Cooke,  Capt.,  358. 
Cookery  of  the  Chinese,  2Ii5  et  iftfi. 
Coolie*,  their  peculiar  characteristics  and 

utility,  'i/S  ;  their  valuable  servicci,  324, 

Cooper,  Afr.,  death  of,  345 ;  his  cruel  treat- 
ment, :<78. 

Coromandrl,  the  flagship  of  Admiral 
Seynaour,  Ifij  her  contests  in  the  Canton 
rif  er,  2li  et  aeq, ;  gets  aground,  2a. 

Cotton,  Mr.,  his  conversations  with  Yeh, 

Cotton  breeches,  extensive  use  of,  187« 
Cotton  goods,  sale  of,  199. 
Cowloon,  Peninsula  of,  21 
Cowper,  Capt.,  of  the  royal  engineers,  291L 
Crealock,  Major,  resigns  his  staff  appoint- 
ment at  Canton,  353. 
Creeks  uf  the  Canton  river,  1^ 
Curiosity-shopsat Shanghai,  225;  at  Canton, 

353. 

Currency  of  China.  182,  18.*^. 
Customs  and  tariffs  of  China,        et  seq. ; 
edicts  rexpecting,  lQ:i, 


D. 


Deera*  tendons  served  at  Chinese  dinners, 

Dempster,  Dr.,  his  departure  for  Calcutta, 

251. 

Dew,  Capt.,  305.  ^07. 

Dickson,  Dr.,  his  journey  into  the  interior, 
102,  109. 

Differential  duties,  considerations  on,  197. 
Dinners   of  the  Chinese,   22^;  different 

courses  of,  2ASi  et  seq.;  their  character, 

2H. 

Discipline  among  the  attacking  forces  at 

Canton,  32/. 
Dissection,  Veh'«  opinion  of,  411. 
Douglas,  Lieut.,  '2iL 
l>oyle,  Capt.,  bravery  of.  2SL 
Dress  of  the  women  at  Hongkong,  387 » 
Drills  and  sheetings,  the  English  outrivalled 

in  the  sale  of,  1U8. 
Ducks'  tongues  served  at  Cliinese  dinners, 

243. 

Duke  Ho,  wealth  of,  414. 

Dutch  Folly,  capture  of,  2Q0. 

Duties,  transit  and  differential,  193 — 197  : 
levied  bv  the  Chinese  in  the  English 
name,  257;  on  exported  tea,  2^1 ;  received 
without  the  emperor's  permission,  414. 


E. 


Edgell,  Capt.,  of  the  Tribune,  172  313^214; 
head  of  the  water  police,  38 1 . 

JRdinhur^h  Review,  its  opinion  on  Hong- 
kong, 52. 


Edkins,  Mr.,  the  missionary,  102.  ;  a 
great  Chinese  scholar,  107  ;  his  learoiog, 
ib. 

E-ke>Ie,  sent  as  envoy  to  Russia,  211. 

Elgin,  Jyord,  address  to,  by  the  resident 
merchants  of  Hongkong,  44  ;  his  arrival 
at  Hongkong,  65^  Jj^x  speculations  as  to 
his  intended  policy,  73 ;  his  answer  to  Che 
merchants'  address,  i9  ;  his  departure  for 
Calcutta,  79j  the  force  by  which  he  is 
accompanied,  8J_;  the  propriety  of  his 
policy,  ib. ;  abandons  nis  intention  of 

Krocceding  immediately  to  Peldo,  1S9 ; 
is  correspondence  with  Comminstoner 
Yeh,  and  his  ultimatum,  2fia  etseq.i 
directs  the  attack  on  and  capture  of  Can- 
ton, 280 — 333 ;  his  address  to  Peh-kwei  on 
his  installation  to  the  council  of  Canton. 
.^47 ;  his  interference  with  the  Canton 
prisonii,  377 ;  his  prospects  in  the  north, 
385,  aaii;  reflections  on  his  fature 
policy,  382 ;  his  rcplv  to  the  merchants  of 
Shanghai,  xxi.  Prf/;  development  of  his 
policy  and  principles,  xxii. — xxiii. 
Eli  Boggs,  the  Hongkong  pirate,  68j  bis 

trial  and  conviction,  6Q. 
Elliott,  Commodore,  expedition  under,  in 
the  Canton  river,  15—18  ;  his  bravery,  3ft; 
report  of  his  operations,  289.  2Q0. 
Embezzlements  of  the  mandarins,  4l±t 
Emily  Jane,  the  opium-ship,  ^i. 
England,  responsioilities  assumed  by,  150: 
possesses  the  right  of  claiming  guarantees 
against  abuses  of  other  nations,  150,  151. 
Enfrland    and    France,    Americans  and 
Russians  co-operate  with,  383,  384  ;  their 
determination  to  proceed  northward  to 
Shanghai  and  Pekin,  384. 
English,  their  embassy  to  Pekln  in  I8I6,  as 
related  by  the  king  of  Cocbin-China,xvii. 
Pref. ,  their  incursions,  xviii.  xix. ;  their 
commerce,  xviii. ;  concessions  made  to 
the,  XX. 

Escape  Creek  of  the  Canton  river,  16  ;  cap- 
ture of  the  junks  in  the,  17^  18j  return  of 
casualties  in  the  force  eogagedln  the,  45 — 
47. 

Etlilcs  of  the  Chinese,  xii.  xiii.  Pref. 
Ethics,  as  propounded  by  Yeh,  421. 
Examinations  for  acadeiiuc  degrees  in  China, 
415,  416. 

Execution-ground  of  Canton,  36;' ;  its  bar- 
barous horrors,  itflH. 

Executions  of  the  rebels  by  Yeh,  406. 

Exi)ort  tmde.  reasons  for  its  unsatisfactory 
condition,  19S. 

Exports,  from  Great  Britain  and  India  to 
China,  l65 :  table  of,  l67 ;  history  of, 
169,  170 ;  declared  value  of,  XJOx  com- 
parctfwilh  those  to  Calcutta,  ib.;  of 
opium,  171  et  aeq.;  reasons  alleged  for 
the  paucity  of  from  Britain,  185,  1  Bfl ; 
duties  on,  191 ;  unpopular  in  Chma, 
2QIL 


o 
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F. 


Factories  of  Canton,  site  of  the,  369;  new 
ones,  382. 

Fatalism  of  Veh,  408. 

Fatee  gardens  of  Canton,  27iL 

Fatshan,  battle  of,  15—20 ;  city  of,  on  the 
Canton  river,  21 ;  the  river  branch  of,  ib. ; 
capture  of,  and  retreat  from,  adi;  Commo- 
dore Kcppel's  account  of  the  battle  of, 
38 — 40;  Admiral  Seymour's  letter  respect- 
ing, 41j  promotions  for  the  brilliant  affair 
of,  42 ;  visit  to  the  wounded  of,  ^ ;  list 
'  of  casualties  at,  41. 

Field  allowances,  withdrawal  of,  in  India, 

Fishing-boats  exposed  to  pirates,  IM ;  pay 
convoy  duties,  ib. 

Flyinp-jish  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  a* 

Foo-chow-foo,  civil  contests  at,  L5  ;  visit  to, 
90  ;  its  commercial  importance,  ib. ;  tre- 
)nendous  typhoon  at,  L(il ;  ship  of  war  at, 
•J 59 ;  danger  threatened  at,  23iL 

Food  of  the  Chinese,  235  et  seq. 

Formosa,  intended  occupation  of,  55  ;  chan- 
nel of, 

Forsyth,  Captain,  of  the  Hnmrt,  1Z« 
Fort  Seymour,  in  the  Canton  river,  2fi  iLi 
Fowler,  Lieutenant,  his  skill  and  bravery, 
•AO,  31. 

French,  their  expedition  towards  Pekin, 
143  ;  their  co-operation  with  the  English, 
230  ;  their  squadron  at  anchorage,  222. ; 
declare  a  blockade  of  the  Canton  river, 
2ft0  ;  exchange  civilities  with  the  English, 
28.1 ;  their  assault  on  Canton,  330. 

French  missionary,  murder  of  a,  430. 

French  plenipotentiary,  hi*  address  to  Peh- 
kwei  on  his  installutiou  to  the  council  of 
Canton,  348. 

Frenchmen,  equivocal  compliment  paid  to, 

Fuhning,  the  centre  of  the  tea-district, 
Funeral  ceremony  at  Shanghai.  2 1 6.  217* 
Fung  Tsahhiun,  the  censor,  435.  - 


G. 


Garrcft.  General,  at  Tlongkong,  ^. 

Genouilly,  Admiral  C.  R.  de,  his  general 
orders  for  attacking  Canton,  313. 

Geography,  Ych's  acquaintance  with,  4l2. 

Geolog^ical  features  ot  China,  2iiL 

Germany,  her  manufacturinj;  rivalry,  19S. 

Gough  Fort,  at  Canton,  25  ;  attack  on,  115 ; 
capture  of,  liil ;  blown  up,  33 i.  lili. 

Graham,  Col,  mounts  the  wall  of  Can- 
ton, 329. 

Grain-junks,  of  the  Imperial  Canal,  ll'i. 
Gros,  Baron,  his  arrival  at  Hongkong,  22() ; 

his  co-operation  in  the  enterprise  against 

Canton,  230. 


Hall,  Capt,  W.  K.,  flag-captain,  290^  2fl2  ; 
h  is  dangerous  taskofdiatrtbutingp  lacards , 

310. 

"  Hall  of  Patriotism  and  Peace,'*  members 

of  the.  252. 
Hall's  Terrace,  at  Canton,  327. 
Hamilton,  Lieut.,  29. 

Han  River,  its  commarcial  importance,  205. 

Uangchow,  arrival  at,  115 ;  letter  from, 
1 16;  the  city  and  suburbs  of,  ll6  et  seq.  / 
customs  duties  at,  1 17 ;  the  great  custom- 
house of,  1  IB ;  ditBculties  of  entering, 
ib. ;  Buddhist  temples  of,  1 19 ;  its 
ancient  importance,  120.;  formal  entrance 
into,  123,  L24i ;  the  interior  of  tlie  city, 
124.  L25  ;  tea  beverage  of,  I2i ;  custom- 
houses of,  193. 

Han  nan,  city  of,  205. 

Hauskty,  her  contests  uith  the  Chinese 

junks,  31. 
Hiang-shan,  city  of,  438.  441. 
Hiangshan   district,  contributions  from, 

147. 

History,  Yeh's  acquaintance  with,  412. 

Hocker,  Col.,  concealed  treasure  in  his 
quarters,  36-2 . 

Hoiloway,  Col,,  captures  the  governor  of 
Canton,  ^LiS;  appointed  one  of  the  go- 
vernment council,  ^ifi;  his  court  of 
justice,  SLSifL 

Honan,  population  of  the  island,  l63.  J  Si  ; 
occupied  by  the  British,  2H5;  British 
quarters  at,  'AM  ;  confusion  in,  2filL 

Hongkong,  letters  from,  2j  15^  43^56365,79, 
226,  228 ;  descriptioa  of,  9  etseq.;  capital 
of,  11;  fleet  in  the  harbour  of,  10,  LL ; 
inconvenience  of  the  mail  arrangement;* 
at,  11;  Edinburgh  Reviewer's  opinion 
00,  general  impressions  of.  !iQ  etseq. ; 
comprador  of,  52;  climate  of,  til  ;  sanitary 
condition  of,  ib.  ;  fau/m  ai\dJlora  of.  Hi  ; 
animals  of,  62^  (il ;  social  qualities  of  the 
residents,  111 ;  Loril  Elgin's  arrival  at,  65j 
72 ;  sanitary  condition  of,  <Vjj  insecurity 
of  its  waters,  Gd^  62;  inhabitants  of,  21  i 
departure  of  the  expedition  from,  81 ; 
treacherous  disposition  ot  the  natives, 
158 ;  arrival  of  the  British  and  French 
plenipotentiaries  at,  225  ;  arrivals  of  mili- 
tary and  naval  forces  at,  and  preparations 
for  the  capture  of  Canton,  2i3  et  seq. : 
ships  of  war  on  the  station,  2iS;  topics 
of  conversation  in,  35  i ;  the  Chinese  new 
year  celebrated  at,  3S6,  387  ;  dress  of  the 
women,  382  >  races  at,  'AM  ;  cession  of, 
XX.  Pre/. 

Honf^kong,  the,  gets  aground,  29. 

Hooghly,  Yeh's  arrival  at,  435. 

Horses  at  Hongkong,  (Ll. 

Howqua,  of  Canton,  his  interviews 


with 

Governor  Yeh,  145 ;  his  cruelty  to  pri- 
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ikonerf,  377 ;  hi«  conforcncM  revpectlng 

the  opening  of  trade.  JTiif  aM± 
Hue,  M.,  hit  views  of  the  opium-trade  of 

China,  17'». 
Huliatt's  tkoiip-kitchen  at  Canton,  37S. 
Hupch,  population  <»f  1(5^  liii. 
Hjacioth  Ulanti,  in  the  Canton  river,  21 


Ittiperndor,  her  arrival  at  Hongkon;,  227. 

Import  trade  of  Urituiii  into  China,  iQi  et 
nei{. ;  remarks  nu  th«*,  ^^jU . 

Imports,  duties  on,  105. 

India,  intelligence  of  the  insurrection  in, 
48;  diversion  of  the  Chinese  expedition, 
43  et  »eq.  ;  psv  of  troops  in,  74  ;  with- 
drawal ot  the  (icld  ullowance  in,  if>. ;  utw  * 
of  the  mutiny  arrivo*  at  Hongkonp.  ^  ; 
disheartening  news  from,  154  ;  and  their 
absorbing  interrat.  252  ;  Yeh's  curiosity 
respecting  the  history  of,  lili ;  the  writer's 
visit  to, 

Indian  potentates,  Vch's  contempt  for, 
428.  42<j. 

Indian  regiments,  pay  of,  71 ;  withdrawal  of 

aUowancea  to,  ih. 
Infanticide  in  China,  100. 
J/i/iexible  conveys  Veh  to  Calcutta,  395. 

405  ;  nautical  exercises  on  board,  424. 
Interpreters  in  China,  deliciency  of,  358. 

350.  3«J4 ;  diflBculties  of  obtaining,  .^5Q  ; 

misapplication  of  their  powers  and  dutien, 

359,  afiU;  their  prejudices  and  gcneml 

ignorance,  391 — 3P4. 
Irrigating* wheels  of  China,  LUL 


J. 

Japan,  the  Russian  treaty  with,  211 ;  Queen 
Victoria's  present  to  the  emperor  of,  if/. 

Joss-hou6C,  a  night  in  a,  Liit ;  bivouac  in  a, 
322.  321, 

Jugglers  of  Shanghai,  22 L 

Junks,  Chinese,  their  defeat  in  the  Canton 
river,  16,  ITj  their  capture,  22j  their 
contests  with  the  British,  3 1 ;  their  de- 
struction, 32^  3fi  ;  number  destroyed,  .32; 
promotions  for  the  gallant  affair,  i2  ; 
return  of  casualties  during  the  contests 
with,  45 ;  nccca»ity  for  disarming  them,  0'J> 


K. 


Kearney,  Major,  assistant  quartermaster- 
general  at  Canton,  21 ;  his  character  and 
death,  22,  Ms 

Kcokhio,  a  first-dasa  city,  112;  desrription 
of,  1 12,  113;  curiosity  of  the  inhabitants, 
112. 


Kei-ying.  his  report  to  the  eroperr>r  ia 
1S42,  XV.  Prrf. ;  his  portraiture  of  the 
Western  barbarians,  ih. 

Keppel.  Commodore, expedition  under,  15 — 
]Jl;  dashing  character  of.  2S;  his  contests 
with  the  Chinese  junks,  32^  ^  ;  his  aitack 
on  the  junks  in  the  Katshan  branch  of  the 
Canton  river,  34 ;  destroys  the  Chinese 
junks,  and  enters  the  city  of  Fat.>han. 
a£  ;  his  account  of  the  battle  of  Fatshao, 
38 ;  his  triul  and  acquictal  for  the  loss  of 
the  Rftfrig/i,  43. 

Key,  Capt..  ca|itures  Veh,  :;41.  iLL 

Khoon-Khun,  the  European  prison  at  Can- 
ton, 374. 

Kiahintc.  city  of,  109 ;  visit  to,  1 10 ;  descrip- 
tion of.  1 11 . 
Kialing  river,  207. 

Kiang.k'uu,  beizcd  by  tliP  rebelf,  442. 

Kiangsu,  population  uf,  l03.  \f)i. 

Kille<l  and  wounded  in  the  Canton  river, 

return  of,  45—47. 
Kingc!iow,  city  of, 

Kiang>mun.  captured  by  the  rebels,  413. 
Kisben,  governor  of  Canton,  x:x.  Prt/.; 

his  death,  ib. 
Koolongsu,  island  of, 
Ku-jin,  examination  of  the,  tu 
Kupar  Creek,  landing  at.  317. 
Kwan    'I'apier,    military    commaniler  of 

Shaouhiug.  147- 
Kwttng  Tung,  rehoUion  in,  434,  441. 
Kwci,  town  of.  20 li,  207. 
Kwei-cbau,  village  of,  436. 


L. 


Ladies,  small-footed,  of  Shanghai,   218 ; 

how  the  smallnews  is  produced,  2ii). 
Land  forces,   their  list  of  casualties  at 

Canton,  351. 
Languages  of  China,  393,  394. 
Lavkird,  Mr.,  his  conversations  with  Veh, 

Leckie,  Captain,  his  bravery,  ILL 
Le  Szeting,  the  Tartar  civilian,  hia  report, 
148. 

Lin,  governor  of  Canton,  xviii.  xii.  Pre/. 
Lin    Fuhshing,    despatched  agAtast  the 

rebels,  147. 
Lin's  Port,  capture  of,  221^ 
Lin  Kien,  the  magistrate,  438. 
Lintin,  pyramidal  islet  of,  2jL 
Literature  of  China,  392—394. 
Looking-glasses,  appreciation  of,  186. 
l/ooting,  system  of,  327. 
Lozario,  the  Chinese  interpreter,  3itiL 
Luard,  Major,  first  on  the  wall  of  Canton, 

329. 

Lugard,  Colonel,  at  Hongkong,  £1 ;  bis 

death  and  character,  279. 
Lying,  habitual  to  the  Chinese,  x.  Pre/. 
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M. 


Macao,  pirates  in  the  neighbourhood  of, 
(iZ  ;  paasage  to,  ib. ;  its  appearance  from 
the  sea,  6^  ;  its  decay,  ;iu  ;  possesses  the 
grrave  of  Camoens,  i7». ;  pleasantness  of, 
ib. ;  ships  of  war  on  the  station,  2.j8. 

Macao  Fort,  in  the  Canton  river,  23^  2A  ; 
garrisoned  by  the  English,  2fiii ;  capture 
of  the,  289. 

Macartney,  Lord,  notices  of  hii  diplomatic 
mission  to  China, 

Macdonald,  Major,  at  Hongkong,  21  i 
departure  for  Calcutta,  2Mm 

McGovran,  Dr.,  the  American  missionar}', 
100.  107.  IM^ 

McGowan,  Bfrs.,  anecdote  of,  100. 

Mail,  bad  arrangements  of  the,  at  Hong* 
kong,  41^ 

3Ialacca,  Straits  of,  ^ 

Malays,  characteristics  of  the,  4^  2  ;  their 
laziness,  a. 

Manchus,  historical  notices  of  the,  xvi. 
Pre/. 

Mandarin,  posted  with  placards,  .311. 

Mandarins,  how  they  levy  trantiii  duties,  'J20 
et  seq. ;  their  miserable  residences,  Mi ; 
have  only  a  nominal  salary,  377 ;  their 
extortions,  ifj. ;  their  secretaries,  417 ; 
sometimes  of  superior  minds,  xv.  Pref, 

Mandarins' junks,  seizure  of,  il^ 

Mangostein  of  Penang,  iL 

Man-hing,  village  of,  105. 

Manilla-men,  their  contest  with  the  Can- 
tonese pirates,  132. 

Mann,  Captain,  of  engineers,  331,  334. 

Manufactured  articles  most  in  request,  186, 
187;  deficiency  of  the  Chinese  in  pro- 
ducing, 188,  189 ;  rivalry  experienced  in 
the  introduction  of,  198 ;  prices  of,  199. 

Manufactures,  British,  introduction  of  into 

China,  202,  203. 
Manure,  collected  by  the  Chinese,  2ia* 
Marines,  their  list  of  casualties  at  Canton, 

349.  350. 

Marriage  processions  at  Shanghai,  221 . 
Martineau,  Captain,  appointed  one  of  the 

government  council,  340 ;  his  offices  and 

apartments,  36.'>. 
IMeadows,  Mr.,  the  consul  at  Ningpo,  153. 
3Iecca,  port  of,  i, 

Minnesota,  the  American  monster  frigate, 
iii  ;  her  wonderful  arrangements,  276. 

Slissionaries,  their  labours,  107.  los,  122. 
123  ;  their  contests  with  rival  sects,  176, 
177;  their  difficulties,  181. 

ISIonsoon  in  the  Chinese  seas,  85. 

Moral  philosophy  of  the  Chinese,  viii.  Pjef, 

Morality  of  the  Chinese,  xii.  xiii.  Pref. 

Morrison,  Captain,  provost-marshal,  327. 

Motquitoes,  annoyance  of,  136^  349* 


N. 


Namoa,  island  of,  SiL 

Nanhai,  the  rebels  defeated  at,  443. 

Nankin,  difficulties  of,  SLUL 

Napier,  Sir  Charles,  his  silly  advice,  25?. 

Naval  force  on  the  Chinese  station,  253  ;  at 

Canton,  3111;  list  of  casualties  at  Canton, 

349. 

New  year  of  the  Chinese  at  Canton,  232  ; 
throughout  the  empire,  3M. 

Npo  Lung  Hwui,  society  of,  4S5. 
]  Nicholson,  Sir  F.,  his  observations  on  the 
late  typhoon,  IMa 

Ningpo,  arrival  of  the  expedition  at,  V17  ; 
its  commercial  character,  122  ;  voyaare 
from,  to  Chusan,  unrestricted  trade 
to,  and  its  advantages,  151,  15i ;  defence- 
less state  of,  153 ;  opium  dens  at,  177, 
178 ;  tea-garden  at,  128  ;  varieties  of 
Engliith  goods  at,  197;  famed  for  the 
perfection  of  its  cookery,  2M  ;  ship  of 
war  at,  259» 


O. 


Oliphant,  Mr.,  42IL 

Opium,  duties  levied  on,  148 ;  prices  of, 
157  ;  trade  of,  in  China,  LZi  et  teq. ; 
Its  extensive  iise  and  culture,  124 ; 
smokers  of,  177 ;  Jlcns  of,  at  Ningpo, 
177,  178 ;  cost  of  opium-smoking,  and 
difficulties  of  abolishing,  179 ;  custom 
duet  upon,  181  ;  statistics  of,  182 ;  the 
king  of  Cochm-China's  historical  notices 
of  the  opium-trade  diiiputes,  xviii.  Pref. 

Osborn,  Captain  S.,  of  the  Furious,  229. 

Oude,  king  of,  Yeh's  contempt  for,  429. 

Overland  journey  to  the  East,  ^ 


P. 


Pagoda,  nine-storied,  of  Canton,  354,  2i£j 

Pugodas,  origin  of,  104. 

Pakcnham,  Colonel,  at  Hongkong,  /  I;  his 
departure  for  Calcutta,  2lL 

Palanquins,  use  of  at  Penang,  4^ 

Parke,  Captain,  captures  the  Treasury  of 
Canton.  338. 

Parkes.  Air.,  the  British  consul,  2S8  ;  his 
dangerous  task  of  distributing  placards, 
310  ;  appointed  one  of  the  government 
council,  aifi ;  overworked  as  mterpreter, 
358. 

Pechelee,  Gulf  of,  83i 

Peh-kwei,  governor  of  Canton,  148,  150, 
337  ;  his  squeezing  propensities,  lAfl  ;  his 
capture,  338 ;  brought  before  Lord  Elgin, 
;  appointed  one  of  the  government 
council,  346;  ceremony  of  installing  him, 
347  ;  addresses  delivered  to,  347,  348 ; 
Ets  yamun,  2ii ;  his  tribuaaI,~3M ;  his 
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polite  impertinencp,  ib. ;  his  provellinp: 
propenaitiea,  362  ;  hia  proclamation,  371. 

Peiho  river,  speculations  on  the  proposed 
expedition  to  the,  82^  arrival  ol  the 
Anglo-French  espcditioo,  IIL^ 

Fekin,  Russian  mission  tu  the  court  of,  1^  ; 
supplies  of  food  to,  210,  21 1  ;  how  the 
city  may  be  starved  out,  212  ;  reported 
to  oe  in  a  state  of  famine,  2111 ;  determi- 
nation of  the  allies  to  proceed  to,  ; 
arrival  of  the  Anglo- French  expedition  in 
the  river  Peiho.  432 ;  Vuen  Fub-siuen's 
notices  of  the  English  embassy  to,  xvii. 
xviii.  Pref. 

Pellew,  Captain,  resiims  his  staff  appoint- 
ments at  Canton,  3.'H. 

Penaog,  description  of,  i ;  waterfall  of,  ^  ; 
mangos tein  of,  iL 

*'  Fenang  lawyers,"  fi^ 

Penrose,  Captain  P.C,  of  the  Winchester, 
290.  2Q2. 

Pheasant-shooting  on  the  Canton  river,  2iX^ 

Philosophy  of  the  Chinese,  418. 

Pigs,  capture  of,  32'. 

Pih-kwci  ,sce  Pbh-IvAVKI  . 

Piracy,  extent  ot  on  the  (  hincse  coasts, 
KtO  ;  of  the  Porlugutse  Inrchas*,  132. 

Pirates,  destruction  of,  M  ;  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Macao  and  Honfrkong,  00^  ; 
authors  of  revolutions  in  China,  10t>. 

Placards,  posting  of  around  Canton,  310. 

JUorer,  her  important  uses, 

Police  established  at  Canton,  3K1 .  | 

Politeness,  want  of  amon?  the  Chinese,!.  ' 
xi.  Pre/. 

Porcf>lain  bowls  used  at  a  Chinese  dinner, 
242. 

Portrait-painters  at  Shanghai,  2'2.'i. 

Portuguese,  their  power  in  the  Chinese  seas, 
LiH  ;  act  both  as  convoy  and  jjirstes,  id. ; 
mavsacrcd  un  pirates,  ]32. 

Portuguese  of  Alarao,  their  ruffianisim  in 
the  Chinese  scaa,  130.  133 ;  Furopean 
control  to  be  exercised  o\cr  such  lawless 
ruffians,  I3iL 

Prisoners,  Yeh's  treatment  of,  407. 

Promotions  for  the  affair  at  Fat*han,  12^ 

Puntinqua's  houKe,  at  Canton,  370. 

Putiatin,  Count,  his  embassy  to  China,  142  ; 
his  cautious  diplomatic  movements,  Lili ; 
not  allowed  to  land  at  the  Peiho,  IS^;  his 
return  to  Shanghai,  '2M  ;  bin  treaty  w  ith 
the  Japanese,  iL.;  his  arrival  at  Hong- 
kong, 2hA ;  his  dissatisfaction  at  his  recep- 
tion by  the  authorities  of  Pekin,  255 ; 
co-operates  with  the  English  and  French, 

Puto,  sacred  isle  of, 

Pym,  Lieut.,  treacherously  attacked  by  the 
Chinese, 

 Captain,  his  court  of  police  at  Canton, 

Pyramid,  the  great  one  of  Egypt,  2 ;  tscent 
of  the,  ib. ;  anecdotes  of,  ib. 


Q. 

Queen,  the,  seised  by  the  Chiaese,  G^i  treat- 
ment of  the  English, 
Queen's  troops  in  ludta,  pay  of,  7** 


B. 

Racehorse,  her  return  from  Foo-chow-foo, 

15, 

Races  at  Hongkong,  iB7> 

Haleigh,  in  Hongkong  harboar,  la  ;  wreck 

of  the,  13^  Zi> ;  wreck  sold  by  aactioB,  i5; 

trial  and  acquittal  of  Admiral  Kepp«l  for 

loss  of  the,  43^ 
Rats  at  Hongkong.  62< 
Rebellion  in  China,  LQfi ;  religion  of  the 

rebels,  107  ;  Tsang  Wang-yen's  account 

of  its  origin,  433. 
Rebels,  Yen's  general  execution  of,  406. 
Red  Sea,  voyage  of  the  Aden  through  the,  2. 
Reed,  Mr.,  the  American  Commiasioner,  254; 

his  diplomacy  at  Canton  defeated,  27s  ; 

co-operates  with  England  an  d  France,  3£3^ 
Religious  systems  of  the  Chinese  as  ex- 
pounded by  Yeh,  410.  i211 ;  the  different 

sects,  viii.  Pref. 
Revii,  letter  from  on  board  of  the,  OA ;  her 

departure  from  Hongkong,  ib. 
Rice,  supplies  of,  to  Pekin,  210.  211. 
Rice-junks,  their  voyages  to  Pekiu,  211, 

o  t  «> 

Rocket-spears  of  the  Chinese, 
Rockets,  destruction  caused  by  the,  318. 
3ig. 

RoUand,  Captain,  his  bravery,  34. 
Jlosinn,  a  drug-vessel,  IM ;   her  vojtigc 

from  Ningpo  to  Chusan,  LAI  etseq. 
Russell,  Rev.  Mr.,  misitionary  at  Ningpo, 

LZZi 

Russia,  her  diplomatic  movements  in  the 
Chinese  struggle,  U2.  143  ;  her  plenipo- 
tentiary not  allowed  to  land  at  the  Peiho, 
159 ;  her  nianufacturintr  rivalry,  19S,  199; 
reports  of  her  amicable  understanding 
with  China,  213 ;  co-operates  with  Eng- 
land and  France,  3SJ, 


S. 

I  Samson  destroys  the  pirate  junks,  £1^ 
San-Hoh  Hu-ui,  society  of,  434. 
Snnpans,  of  the  Canton  river,  3l6. 
Suppers  and  Miners,  skill  of  the,  304,  SAiL 
Sawchee  channel  of  the  Canton  river,  l6^ 

22  ;  exploration  of  the,  17. 
Sea-slugs,  stew  of,  2iJL 
Second  fiar  anchorage  in  the  Canton  river, 

Second  Bar  creek  of  the  Canton  river,  ifi^ 
Sehoo,  village  of,  near  Hangchow,  119; 
Lake  of,       ;  Buddhist  temple  of,  ib. 
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Sepnys,  policy  of  employing  them  in  China, 
73.  74  ;  their  cost,  21l    arrival  of  at 
Canton,  3^8  ;  tlieir  ridiculous  habits  and 
customs,  lt78.  37Q- 
Seymour,  Admiral  Sir  Michael,  at  the  battle 
of  Fatohan,  IQ  ;  his  letter  to  Commodore 
Keppel  respecting  the  battle  of  Fatshan, 
41  ;  his  general  orders  for  attacking  Can- 
ton, 2ail ;  hi*  despatch  detailing  the  trans- 
actions which  led  to  the  attack  on  Canton, 
liM  et  seq. ;  his  final  orders  for  attack- 
ing Canton,  mi. 
Seymour,  Lieut.,  his  bravery,  Mi 
^u.vNcnAi,  letter  from,  9?  ;  description  of, 
;  commercial  importance  of  <^  96 ; 
English  settlement  at,  25  ;  its  increasing 
prosperity,  t>6;  description  and  statistics 
*  "^  82i  fiSj  Baby-tower  of,  Q<i;  infanticide 
of,  100;  letters  from,  L12^  iMi,  153  ;  Eng- 
lish and  French  ambassadors  expected  at, 
lil ;  prospects  of  the  silk-trade  at,  Lafi  ; 
failure  of  the  rice  and  cotton  crops,  ; 
trade  of,  KJ3  ;  letter  from,  2M ;  walk  upon 
the  Bund  of,  213  et  seq.;  manners  and 
customs  of,  'HA.  et  seq.  ;  custom-house 
of,  215 ;  funeral  ceremony  at,  'J  1  ti.  i;i7  ; 
the  small-footed    ladies  of,  1^18,  219 ; 
tittin-time  at,       ;  marriage  ])rocessions 
at,  221  ;  tea-gardens  at,  2211 ;  jugglers  of. 
221;  curiosity-shops,  &c.,ii^;  ship  of 
war  at,  iJ5fl ;  protection  of,  2ii2. ;  deter- 
mination of  the  allies  to  proceed  to,  HBJ  ; 
customs  revenue  of,  4i:}. 
Shangti,  spiritual  meanings  of,  419.  ^2SL 
Shantung,  population  of,  l()3.  ifi4. 
bhangtung  guild  of  merchants,  dinner  given 
by  the, 

Shaouhing,  invested  by  the  rebels,  140,  147; 
the  imperial  troops  despatched  for  its 
relief  defeated,  146,  150.  ! 

Shooting  party  on  the  Canton  river,  245.246.  ' 

bhuntih  district,  contributions  from  the,  147.  ' 

Shwang,  the  Tartar  general,  149. 

Silk,  exports  of  from  China,  l65  ;  transit 
duties  on,  and  their  evils,  272. 

Silk  districts,  disturbnufes  in  the.  157. 

Silk  trade,  prospects  of  the,  at  Shanghai, 

Silver,  increase  of  quantitv,  and  decrease  of 
vulue  of,  182i  183. 

Singapore,  description  of,  Z  i  its  commerce 
and  population,  id. number  of  China- 
men at,  tZi. 

^i.tgitpure  mail-boat,  arrival  of  at  Hong- 
kong, AS  ;  her  departure  for  England,  fii. 

Sinhwuy  district,  contributionsfrom  the,  I47. 

Soohai,  the  imperial  general  defeated  by 
the  rebels,  UU,  ISO. 

Souchau  boats,  description  of  the,  IQl^ 

Xoup  Fcrved  at  dinner,  2Ai» 

Squeezing  system  in  China,  133.  196. 

Star-and-Garter  Hill,  near  Canton,  con- 
verted into  a  fort,  2A  \  storming  of  the, 
«6,  30. 


Statesmen  of  China,  their  fine  scutiments 

and  foul  deeds,  xi.  Pref. 
Stewart,  Captain  Keith,  his  passage  up  the 
Canton  river,  211 ;  his  operations  at  Can- 
ton, ML? 

Straubenzee,  General,  his  admirable  cha- 
racter, 2H^  ;  his  general  orders  for  form- 
ing  the  troops  into  brigades,  Zll ;  his 
decrea.sing  popularity,  379. 
Sturgeon  skull-cap,  served  at  dinner, 
Sues,  harbour  of,  '1^ 

Surgery,  Yeh's  opinion  on  the  practice  of, 
ILL 

Stuart,  Captain, 
Swachow,  port  of,  fiA^ 
Swatow,  city  of,  \M  ;  danger  threatened  at, 

Sz'chuen,  population  of  l63,  l64;  the  last 
and  finest  province  of  China,  207 ;  its 
productiveness  and  wealth,  ib. ;  its  supply 
of  rice  to  Pekin,  210^  2LL 


T. 


Tai-chi,  spiritual  meanings  of,  420. 

Tamsui,  tremendous  typhoon  at,  lOl. 

Taoists,  the  Buddhist  philosophers,  \23l± 

Taoli  of  Confucius  and  of  Buddha,  IQfi  ; 
the  language  of  the  mandarins,  and 
governing  classes  of  China,  417  ;  different 
meanings  of,  something  like  destiny 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese,  vi.  Pref. 

Tariffs  of  China,  193— 196. 

Tarrant,  IMr.,  his  action  against  Alum,  the 
Chinese  baker, 

Tartar,  collof|uy  with  a,  vili.  Pref. ;  his  ready 
wit,  ix.  Pref. 

Tartar  city  of  Canton,  370. 

Tartar  general  of  Canton  captured.  311.. 

Tartars,  sortie  of,  at  Canton,  312  ;  their 
repulse,  id.;  their  furtiveness,  lH; 
absent  themselves,  IKL 

Tchang,  city  of,  211fL 

Tea,  the  poet-eroperor's  praises  of,  125  ; 
prospects  of  the  trade,  152  ;  transit 
duties  on,  and  their  evils,  271,  272. 

Tea  districts  of  China,  90. 

Tea-gardens  at  Niogpo,  178  ;  at  Shanghai, 
'>•) 


Teas,  quality  of,  on  hand,  a&iL 

Temple,  Capt.,  '*  king  of  the  Coolies,"  325. 

a2d. 

Temples  of  Canton,  370. 

Thom,  Mr.  Consul,  his  report  on 
I    barter  trade  of  China,  201. 

Tiffin-time  at  Shanghai,  220. 
I  Tiger  Island,  in  the  Canton  river,  21. 
1  Tinghai,  city  of,  m ;   slaughter  of 
[     Chinese  at,  136;    harbour  of,  if*., 

capabilities  for  defence,  123.;  English 
I    burial-ground  of,  139. 
!  Tobin,  his  cruel  punishment,  133.  134,  L52* 
!  Toutai,  the  Chinese  mandarin,  133^  IM^ 


the 


the 
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Trade,  balance  of,  in  China,  ilh  ;  queslio  c 
on  rc-openintr.  at  Canton.  379,  atfO. 

Trade  and  commerce.  Chinese  common- 
»«n»c  view*  of.  202.  2flA. 

Trade  and  diplomacy  of  Canton,  :ir8. 

Traruit,  loss  of  the,  Si. 

Transit  duties,  Ifti;  hov  the  mandarins 
levy  them,  2Ifl  et  se*/. 

Treasury  of  Canton  captured,  332. 

Triumphal  arch«>s,  street  of,  at  Canton,  3iA. 

Tsan^  Wang-yen'a  account  of  the  re- 
bellion in  China,  and  its  oriprin,  iM  et 
setf. ;  biographical  notices  of,  4:<3.  4M. 

Taeang.kcun,  the  Tartar  general,  captuicd, 

Tssekee  Creek,  of  the  Canton  rirer,  liL 
Tung-koon,  in  the  Canton  river,  town  of, 

Tung.kwan,  district  of,  441. 

Typhoons  of  the  Chine>e  seas,  QV^  141  ; 

their  destructiTe  effecU,  LLl  ;  practical 

observations  on,  iGo. 


V. 


Victor,  Prince,  of  Hohenlohe,  fortunate 
escape  of.  35. 

Victoria,  Honjjkonp,  want  of  quarters  in, 
11  ;  description  of,  i7». ;  ships  in  the 
Earbour  of,  12^  )3j  city  of,  "«i ;  city  of 
at  sundown,  11  ;  killing  time  at,  ib. 

Victoria  Peakj  Hongkong,  10. 


\V. 

Wade,  Mr.  Thos.,  Chinese  secretary  at 
Hongkong,  and  principal  interpreter  to 
Lord  Elgin's  cmbiissy,  268,  433  .-  his  notes 
on  Commissioner  Ych's  correspondence, 
21iS  ;  delivers  the  demand  of  the  English 
and  French  plenipotentiaries.  23Si. ;  over, 
worked,  ZhB ;  obtains  the  document  of 
Tsang  Waiig.yen  on  the  origin  of  the 
rebellion  in  China,  1^;  his  researches 
among  Chinese  papers,  xvi.  Pre/. 

Wanchow,  commercial  advantages  of,  91. 

Wang,  the  Chinese  admiral,  his  death, 
ib.  TL± 

Wang,  the  Chinese  interpreter,  aii* 
Wang-Poo  river,  ^4^  95;  journev  up  the, 

102,  103.  105. 
Wanlung  Islands,  in  the  Canton  river,  21, 
Watches,  appreciation  of,  196. 
Waterfall  of  Penang, 

Wetherall,  Col.,  at  Hongkong,  21  ;  his 

departure  for  Calcutta,  251. 
Whampoa,  fort  of,  2M. 
White  Dogs,  islets  of,  90. 
'Wilaon,  Capt.  T.,  his  arrival  at  Canton,  293. 
Winea,  different  kinds  of  served  at  dinner, 

241. 

Women  of  Hongkong,  392,  233, 


Woollen  goods,  the  English  outrivalled  in 

the  imports  of,  )98. 
Woosung,  village  of,  91. 
Wounded,  gre;tt  care  of  the,  43i  il. 
Wuchung,  city  of,  205. 
Wurgman,  Mr.,  treacherously  attacked  by 

the  Chinese)  'jftM, 


X. 


Xanoti,  image  of,  ix.  Pre/. 


Y. 


Yang-tsc-Kiang  river,  arrival  at  the  mouth 
of  the  92 ;  its  great  extent  and  im- 
portance, 92,  93  ;  newly-formed  island  at 
its  mouth,  y3;  styled  the  "Father  of 
rivers,"  See.  Q4_i  voyage  up  the,  liii; 
the  great  mouth  of  the  interior  of  China. 
2fli ;  imaginary  voyage  up  the,  205; 
its  rupids,  and  the  means  of  passin:r 
them,  2QiL 

Yankee,  visit  of  the,  to  the  "  Great  Pyra- 
mid," 2  a, 

YfHj  governor-general  of  Canton,  his  im- 
passability,  5 11 ;  romantic  story  respect- 
ing, m  ;  report  of  his  interview  with 
Howqua,  145 ;  reports  of  his  intentions 
and  proceedings,  l-id,  148—150;  gives 
orders  for  opening  the  trade,  14" ;  his 
policy  approved  by  the  emperor,  IM;  his 
position  as  negotiator,  2ai5 ;  Jx>rd  Elgin's 
correspondence  with,  liM  et  *ey.;  his 
evasive  replies,  262.  267;  Mr.  Wade's 
notes  on  his  letter,  2fia;  his  refusal  to 
negotiate  with  the  American  diplomatist, 
275,  2/6 ;  his  preparations  for  resistance, 
2/6  ;  his  refusal  of  terms  proposed,  2SZ; 
his  yaniun  bombarded,  29J  ;  his  continued 
obstinacy, 32h  ;  his  capture,  336.  341  ;  bis 
interview  with  the  plenipotentiaries,  344; 
his  in:40lence,  215  ;  sent  on  board  the 
JnfteJrible,  346 ;  his  besotted  character, 
aiLl ;  his  barbarous  cruelties,  367  ;  ruins 
of  his  palace,  3lia;  taken  prisoner  to 
Calcutta,  385.  395  ;  accompanied  hy 
the  writer,  3^5;  his  general  character- 
istics, 396  et  aeq. ;  his  personal  appear- 
ance, .39;  ;  his  treatment  of  Mr.  Alabaster 
and  the  writer,  400  ;  his  assumed  pom- 
posity, ib. ;  bis  submissive  behaviour, 
401 ;  his  conversation,  ib.;  his  diet.  401, 
402;  his  habits,  liLl  et  seq. ;  his  religion. 
ib. ;  his  dirtiness,  403 ;  various  inter- 
views with  him,  4M ;  his  departure, 
Ittl;  his  sea* sickness,  16. ;  his  desultory 
conversations,  4M  et  seq. ;  his  execution 
of  the  rebels,  ib. ;  a  fatjdist,  ii^;  his 
reception  of  the  bishop  of  Victoris** 
tractSf  402 1  his  opinions  on  dissections, 
411 ;  his  acquaintance  with  geography 
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nnd  history,  iI2 ;  his  opinions  on  various  !     Eldon  of  China,        Lord  Elgin's  rid> 
subjects,  il3t  et  set/. ;  on  competition,  \*    dance  of  him,  ib. ;   state  papers  found 
413 ;  his  prevarication  and  falsehood,  414,      amonj^  his  urchive*.  xiii.  xiv.  xvi. 
415  ;  his  parentage,  US  ;  his  four  aca-   Yu,  sepulchre  of,  126 ;  poverty  of  his  de- 
demical  degrees  and  examinations,  415.      scendants,  127* 

il&i    his  proficiency  in  official-paper  |  Yuen  Fuh^siucn,  king  of  Cochin«Cbina, 

nvriting,  4l6j  his  exposition  of  Chinese!     xvi.  Pre/.;  historical  notices  of  the 

philosophy,  ilS ;  hiji  account  of  the  prc>  !     Chinese  dynasties  written  by,  ib.;  ex- 

parations  at  Canton,  A22  n. ;  arrives  i     tract  from  the  chronicle  of,  xvii.  ;  hit 

at  the  Hooghly,  425  ;  his  stupid  apathy,      animadversions  on  the  English  barba- 

425,  lands  at  Fort  William,  422 ;      rians,  xvii.  xviii. 

his  contempt  for  Indian  potentates,       ;  :  Yun  Lin,  wonders  of  the,  119* 

his  reception  of  the  news  of  bis  degrada-  !  Yuntr  river,  voyage  along  the.  1^  ;  banks 

tion,  421 ;  remains  happy  and  contented      ot  the,  ib. .-  mouth  of  the,  ib,;  its  feeble 

in  his  villa  at  Tolly  Gung«,  ib. ;  his  un-  [     defences,  i:t5. 

ing  resistance  to  change,  vi.  Pref. ;  the 


THE  END. 
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